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Further Testimony Heard Regarding
Parking Lot Near Temple Emanu-El

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the fourth special meeting
of the Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment to hear the application for a
parking lot adjacent to Temple
Emanu-El, the temple concluded
their testimony and UNITE (United
Neighbors Investigating Temple Ex-
pansion) began demonstrating.

Testimony was heard from Traffic
Safety Officer Sergeant Terence
Gillespie of the Westfield Police
Department. He testified that during
the High Holy Days no parking signs
are posted on one side of the street
because of heavy parking on side
streets. He said that this is for safety
reasons because with both sides of
the streets lined with cars emergency
vehicles cannot gain access.

According to Sergeant Gillespie,
no signs are posted during regular
services.

He also testified that several of the
side streets do not have sidewalks
and that they are not as well lit as
East Broad Street. He said that it is

his opinion that a parking lot is safer
than having people cross the street.

Temple’s traffic expert Joseph
Staiger, a principal in Atlantic De-
sign and Traffic Engineers, was the
next person to offer testimony. He
said that his firm performed traffic
and parking counts during the High

Holy Days of 2002, as well as one
day in February and another in May
of this year.

On September 7, 2002 there were
176 cars parked on Linden and
Jefferson Avenues and East Broad
Street within a one-block radius of
the temple. Forty-five cars were in
the temple parking lot.

On September 15, 2002 they
counted 25 cars in the parking lot and
66 vehicles on the street in the after-
noon and 46 cars in the lot that
evening and 102 automobiles in the
street.

On September 16, 2002 his firm
counted 54 cars in the parking lot and
104 cars on the street.

This year, on May 3, 107 cars were
counted on the East Broad and Wells
Streets and Jefferson and Linden
Avenues during a double bar mitzvah.

Mr. Staiger stated that the new
150-space lot would be “essentially
self-sufficient” on a regular basis
with spillover into the street on High
Holy Days. He said that the lot
would have a service level rating of

“The price difference is
due to the fact that one is
adjacent to the temple.”

- Jeffery Koal, Westfield real
estate broker and appraiser

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ISABEL STRIKES…On Friday, September 19, remnants from Hurricane
Isabel knocked over trees, downed power lines, and caused lots of branches to
fall to the ground. Pictured, above, a tree on Rahway Avenue was brought down
onto power lines during the heavy wind.

Office Building Measured
At 87,000 Sq. Ft. Proposed

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Newpoint Realty, LLC will ap-
pear before the Westfield Board of
Adjustment on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 1, at 7:30 p.m. to propose the
demolition of two houses, two resi-
dential detached garages and two
existing office buildings for the
construction of an over 87,000-
square-foot office building and a
parking deck at the intersection of
Central Avenue and the existing

New Street.
The applicant is requesting 20

variances including one to exceed
the maximum height of three sto-
ries or 40 feet (whichever is less) in
proposing that the building mea-
sure 64.5 feet tall including the
penthouse roof structure.

A variance is also being requested
to allow office use in the basement
and on the third floor. The ordi-
nance allows only the first and sec-
ond floors.

There are also variance requests
regarding setbacks for the front
and side yards, as well as vari-
ances for the construction of a
parking deck.

In December of 2002, the
Westfield Town Council passed a
resolution authorizing Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott to enter into an
agreement to vacate New Street.

New Street connects South Elmer
Street to Central Avenue. New Point
Realty, owned by Michael Zemsky,
is negotiating with the town to buy
the street from the town in order to
construct this office building.

South Elmer Street residents
voiced their objections to the de-
velopment to the town council at
the time.

Though it is still being negoti-
ated, it was proposed that the town
be paid $333,000 for the vacation
of the street.

In May of 2001, Newpoint re-
ceived approval from the Planning
Board for the construction of a two-
story office building which was ap-
proved at the corner of New Street
and Central Avenue. The structure
was proposed to be a 15,600-square-
foot office building on the one-acre
lot with limited parking in a lot
located in the rear of the building
abutting the railroad tracks.

MS School Bd. Still Trying
To Resolve Busing Problem

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) meeting on Tuesday
night, Board President Peter Goggi
assured the public that he has been in
touch with Jerome Conlin, President
of the Vogel Bus Company, in regards
to the poor service the district has
been receiving. He stated that, “We
are on the road to resolutions.”

Mr. Goggi also stated that various
members of the board have been on
the buses, and the level of com-
plaints has gone done. The board
will begin to discuss a contingency
plan if the problems continue to ex-
ist. Vogel Bus Co. will be asked to
correct the problems, or the busing
contract will be re-bid.

Mr. Goggi also reported that the
BOE’s original decision to form a
search committee to fill the position
of principal of Deerfield School due
to the resignation of existing Princi-
pal Pricilla Church, will be put on
hold until the position of Chief School
Administrator is filled next year. Dr.
Gerard Schaller, the current Chief
School Administrator, announced his
resignation in August, effective June
2004.

An interim principal will be placed
in the school. This will allow the new
Chief School Administrator, when
hired, to conduct the search,  permit-
ting those in charge then to fill the
position with someone they feel com-
fortable with.

Consumer Science Curriculum/
Supervisor, Angela Cosimano, and
Library Media Specialist, Sheila

Silagyi, presented to the board an
overview of the new Media/Technol-
ogy/Consumer Science Curriculum
that has been implemented at
Deerfield School. The new curricu-
lum, called Flexible Scheduling, will
allow teachers and students to access
the library more than just the 30
minutes allotted in the past.

The goal is to integrate the Core
Curriculum and the Media Center
by bringing together a number of
resources to enrich the student’s stud-
ies. The use of the library will now
relate directly to the classroom cur-
riculum.

Students will be taught a library
skill, while simultaneously using it.
Teachers will schedule library time
with Ms. Silagyi as it corresponds to
the curriculum. The students will not
just have the traditional book borrow-
ing time in the library, but will now
have access to the Media Center at
any time during the week.

This concept of incorporating the
use of the library and media center
into the Core Curriculum is not new
to education, but it is the first time it
will be incorporated into the
Mountainside School District cur-
riculum. Mrs. Cosimano and Ms.
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Results of Standardized Tests
Reported for WF Public Schools

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Students in the Westfield public
school district scored well above fed-
erally mandated benchmarks in a
battery of tests administered during
the 2002-2003 school year.

Juniors at Westfield High School
(WHS) took the High School Profi-
ciency Assessment (HSPA) in the
spring of 2003. The HSPA tests stu-
dents’ abilities in the areas of Lan-
guage Arts and Mathematics, and a
passing score is required for gradua-
tion.

In the Language Arts category,
99.7 percent of students tested scored
above state standards. Of those stu-
dents, 32.8 percent scored in the
“Advanced Proficient” class, a drop
from 46.7 percent last year. WHS
students fared similarly well in the
Mathematics category, as 98.3 per-
cent of students earned scores that
clear state standards. Of that group,
52.4 percent scored in the Advanced
Proficient category, a score that
climbed 47.5 percent from last year.

Students in the eighth grade took
the Grade Eight Proficiency Assess-
ment (GEPA) this spring. Like the
HSPA, the GEPA tests students’
knowledge of Language Arts and
Mathematics.

At both Edison and Roosevelt In-
termediate Schools, 99.5 percent of
students scored above state standards
in Language Arts. The two schools
show a noticeable discrepancy in
their Mathematics scores.

At Roosevelt, 94.6 percent of those
tested earned scores above state stan-
dards, while only 86.3 percent at
Edison achieved the same mark.

In addition to these tests, third and
fourth grade students took the New
Jersey Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge (NJ ASK) test this past
spring. The test was new at the fourth
grade level, and the district has not
yet received the scores.

Pupils with learning disabilities
took the Alternate Proficiency As-
sessment (APA). Students who took
this test are enrolled in Individual-
ized Education Programs and repre-
sent less than 1 percent of overall
test takers.

Currently, students in grades 3,
4, 8 and 11 are tested each year. In
spring of 2005, fifth and seventh
grade students will begin being
tested, and sixth graders will join
them in spring of 2006.

Standardized testing now occurs

under the umbrella of the No Child
Left Behind Act, a piece of federal
legislation signed into law by Presi-
dent George W. Bush on January 8,
2002.

One of the main tenets of the act

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BEVY OF BALLOONS…Balloons of many characters including Nemo and the Powerpuff Girls were for sale during
Sunday’s FestiFall.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SEVELL AND SULIGA…State Senator Joseph Suliga spoke at the announce-
ment of the Sevell Farm being bought by the County for open space. This
property will remain a farm, where people from the community can go to see
what life was like in a simpler time.

Sen. Suliga Comments
On Open Space, Arrest

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

District 22 State Senator and
former Union County Freeholder
Joseph Suliga sat down with The
Westfield Leader  on Wednesday af-
ternoon after he, and the Union
County Board of Freeholders, an-
nounced the preservation of the 23-
acre Sevell’s Ponderosa Farm in
Scotch Plains.

Senator Suliga is Co-chairman of
the Senate Environmental Commit-
tee, which he “never envisioned,” is
pleased to see this parcel of land
preserved.

The $10 million purchase will be

paid for through Union County’s
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Program, with
matching funds from the state Green
Acres Open Space fund.

According to the senator, Green
Acres funding has been increased by
$15 million this year.

The land will be preserved as a
farm with some recreational space
for picnics and events.

Senator Suliga said that this pur-

chase is “huge because of develop-
ment concerns” in Scotch Plains. He
added that development creates traf-
fic and impacts the quality of life.

Regarding his recent arrest in At-
lantic City’s Trump Marina casino,
Senator Suliga stated that, “it will all
be resolved.”

He confirmed that he was at the
casino for the evening with friends
and stated that he is “not a gambler.”

The senator refused to comment
further on the incident saying his
attorney, Edward Kologi, would not
permit him to remark.

Senator Suliga was arrested and
received summonses for harassment

and causing a public inconvenience,
the complaints were signed by a West
Caldwell woman and the casino, re-
spectively.

The senator is also working on a
bill that would allow video lottery
terminals in the racetracks. The bill
is currently in committee.

Senator Suliga told The Times that
this alternative would allow the state
not to increase taxes and could bring
in up to $1 billion in revenues a year.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Hurricane Isabel may have
been a tropical storm by the
time it hit Westfield on Thurs-
day night, but high winds
causing downed trees and
wires forced school closings
on Friday.

The streets were littered
with debris on Friday morn-
ing as many began their com-
mute to work. Major streets,
including Rahway Avenue,
East Broad Street and Boule-
vard, as well as many side
streets, were closed around
town.

The Westfield Fire Depart-
ment responded to 70 storm-
related calls for downed trees
and wires. According to
Westfield Fire Department
Chief John Castellano, extra
manpower in had to be called
in, in order to barricade off
damaged areas.

Chief Castellano told The
Westfield Leader that some
residents had to relocate from
their homes due to broken tele-
phone poles with transformers
that were too close to homes.
According to the chief, no one
required assistance from the
Red Cross.

Due to a power line down on
East Broad Street, the Westfield
Memorial Library was without
power on Thursday and Friday.
Power was not fully restored
until Saturday.

Chief Castellano stated that
schools were closed because
some  didn’t have power and
because down wires caused
safety hazards for children
who would normally walk to
school.

He explained that many of
the wires that were down were
“primaries,” meaning that
they carry high voltage.

Mayor Gregory McDermott
said that the Department of
Public Works (DPW) “rose to
the occasion” taking care of
approximately 15 downed
town owned trees.

According to the mayor, the
DPW was working with pub-
lic service to remove trees
entangled in wires.

The Conservation Center
on Lamberts Mill Road is
open to all Westfield resi-
dents who need to drop off
debris from the storm. The
town will not pick up debris
on the curbside.
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Cleanup Details
From Hurricane
Told in Westfield

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Let the 
Hayrides Begin!

Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 
Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Two Big Events this week...
Our fall pumpkin picking, pony rides, 

hayrides, and haunted house start 
Saturday.  Bring in a can of food for 
our food drive and receive a FREE 
hayride. 

Save $$$ on our Giant Fall Sale. All 
trees and shrubs have been reduced 
20%-70%. Take advantage of these 
savings now thru Sept. 30th. (Please 
excuse the silliness of the Hay Pun).

Two Big Events this week...
Our fall pumpkin picking, pony rides, 

hayrides, and haunted house start 
Saturday.  Bring in a can of food for 
our food drive and receive a FREE 
hayride. 

Save $$$ on our Giant Fall Sale. All 
trees and shrubs have been reduced 
20%-70%. Take advantage of these 
savings now thru Sept. 30th. (Please 
excuse the silliness of the Hay Pun).

Giant Fall Sale
All Trees & Shrubs

20-70% Off

Giant Fall Sale
All Trees & Shrubs

20-70% Off

David

Williams

Hay...

Win
$500 in

our Scarecrow 
Contest

Details online

Publisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s Note

NNNNNew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Rates
As of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1st

There will be a modest increase in subscription rates as of October
1. The new rates will be $28 for one year, $52 for two years and $76
for three years. A college subscription will be $20 per year. Anyone
wishing to renew or extend their subscription prior to October 1,
may do so at the old rates. Please call us at (908) 232-4407; mail to
Leader/Times , P.O. Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or go to
www.goleader.com/subscribe.
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Temple Lot

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CRASH, BOOM, BANG…The Messercola Brothers Building Company, Inc. of
Westfield, tore down a house on 550 Hillcrest Avenue on Friday, September 19,
to make way for two new houses.

WESTFIELD -- The Depart-
ment of Public Works is still heavily
involved in cleaning up from Hur-
ricane Isabel associated damage to
Town trees, and will not pick up
any branches or other tree parts that
residents have put at curbside.

Residents may, however, bring
such material to the Town Conser-
vation Center, located on Lamberts
Mill Road, on Thursdays and Fri-
days from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or
Saturdays and Sundays from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. A decal will not be re-
quired, but proof of residency or
ownership of property must be
shown.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Silagyi feels strongly that this new
concept of utilizing the resources
available, in conjunction with what is
being taught in the classroom, will be
highly beneficial to the students.

Their goal is to send students to
high school with research skills
enabling them to work indepen-
dently on research projects without
asking for help.

The board will host a parent infor-
mation meeting to enlighten anyone
interested on seeing first hand how
the flexible scheduling will work.
More information will be made avail-
able when a time and date is set.

Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller reported that
progress is being made on
Beechwood School and a swab test
conducted on the mold samples has
come back clean. The results of the
mold samples had been holding up
progress at the school. Construc-
tion could not continue until it was
determined that the mold had been
successfully removed from the
building.

Mr. Schaller reported that the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

grounds construction at Beechwood
is 95 percent complete. The upper
parking lot, designated for parents
and visitors, is complete. The lower
lot, for faculty and staff, is still
being worked on.

There are no lights for any of the
parking lots. The board will talk to
authorities to determine what lights
are necessary for safety during night
meetings.

The board assured the public that
minutes from board of education
meetings will be available for re-
view at the Mountainside Public
Library within two weeks of each
meeting. Minutes not approved at
meetings will be so noted. A copy of
the minutes can be obtained at the
Board of Education office at 191
Mill Lane, second floor.

The next Mountainside Board of
Education meeting will be held on
Tuesday, October 14 at 8 p.m. at
Deerfield School.

MS School Bd. Still Trying
To Resolve Busing Problem

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
• Two Motorola two-way radios were

reported stolen from Westfield High
School. The missing items were last
seen in late June.

• A Norwood Drive resident reported
the theft of approximately $2,500 worth
of Waterford crystal from the attic of her
home.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
• A Byron Court resident reported

the theft of a black leather briefcase
from his motor vehicle, which was
parked in front of his house at the
time.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
• Fredis Henriquez, 30, of Elizabeth

was arrested in the 900 block of South
Avenue, West, and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released on
his own recognizance.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
• Jessica Spielmann, 20, William

Prehn, 19, and Leland Prehn, 19, all of
Fords, and Keith Gahr, 24, of Port Read-
ing were arrested in the 1200 block of
South Avenue, West, and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. All were
released on their own recognizance.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
• Robert Rybeck, 19, and Stephen

Schmookler, 18, both of Garwood, were
arrested at South Avenue and West Broad
Street and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.
Both men were released on their own
recognizance.

• Kasseem T. Bethea, 27, of Plainfield
was arrested at North Avenue and Elmer
Street and charged with possession of a
fake insurance identification card and
with hindering apprehension. He was
charged with hindering apprehension for
allegedly producing a driver’s license
that was not his own.

A subsequent check showed there were

calls for individual school districts
to be held accountable for the test
scores of their students. The act
mandates Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) in test scores. AYP culmi-
nates in 2014, when all school dis-
tricts will be expected to have 100
percent of their students at profi-
cient levels.

Within AYP guidelines, there are
separate measurable objectives for
different student subsets, such as
different racial and ethnic groups,
economically disadvantaged stu-
dents, students with learning dis-

Results of Standardized Tests
Reported for Westfield Schools

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

abilities, and students with limited
English language proficiency.

Each of these subsets must
achieve average scores that meet or
exceed state standards. If a school’s
students come in below the profi-
ciency mark, the school will be
termed “deficient.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley took issue with the
required benchmarks, saying, “A
school shouldn’t be called defi-
cient if one subgroup is below the
standard,” and, “It’s not a realistic
appraisal” of how a school is do-
ing.

“I think what we’re seeing is an
over-ambitious law that, over time,
is going to be retooled. In test re-
sults received thus far, the Westfield
School District’s students have both
met and exceeded 2003 bench-
marks,” said Dr. Foley.

Board of Education President
Arlene Gardner said, “We’re doing
nicely, and we can do better.”

Members of the Long Range
Planning Committee have devised
a list of community members to
invite to be a part of the formula-
tion of the district’s next Strategic
Plan. The first meeting of this group
will take place on Saturday, No-
vember 1.

The process of creating a new
Strategic Plan for the district will
involve breaking the group of 50
people into smaller groups that will
then focus on a specific area of
community interest.

Much of the discussion in these
groups will center around the re-
cently released results of the Board
of Education’s 2003 Survey, which
can now be found on
www.westfieldnj.com. School
board members will lead the groups,
and then be responsible for finding
ways to meet the goals the group
sets.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
cautioned the board, saying, “Our
goal is to listen and not direct com-
munity values.”

Dr. Foley questioned the wisdom
of a new plan for financing a pro-
posed parking deck in Westfield. In
the plan, certain areas near where
the deck would be built would be
designated as “redevelopment
zones.” Residents in these areas
would be part of a “Payment in
Lieu of Taxes,” or PILOT program.

While this proposed plan would
allow the deck to be built without
increasing taxes on Westfield citi-
zens, residents in redevelopment
zones would be giving their taxes
directly to the municipality, by-
passing the schools.

Depending on how many homes
are in the redevelopment zones, the
proposition could cause serious
budget concerns for the Westfield
school district.

The arrival of Hurricane Isabel
last week caused schools in the
district to use its first snow day.
Fire Chief John Castellano advised
Dr. Foley to close the schools early
on the morning of September 19.
Chief Castellano’s main concern
was the presence of downed trees
and power lines in the area.

Back to School Nights were
scheduled for the night of Septem-
ber 18, but all after school activi-
ties were cancelled as Governor
McGreevey had declared a state of
emergency. The cancelled Back to
School Nights were rescheduled
for September 24.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CROWDED STREETS…Throngs of people attended Sunday’s FestiFall in
Downtown Westfield. The event was sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce.

C to D, on a scale of A through F,
and those are acceptable levels of
service.

Some members of the board ques-
tioned the empty spaces in the park-
ing lot during the High Holy Days
to which Temple Executive Direc-
tor Carolyn Shane responded.

According to Ms. Shane, temple
members can apply for permits for
the lot if they are disabled or eld-
erly, and only those members may
park in the lot during the High Holy
Days.

Town Planner Blaise Brancheau
questioned if the exit from the park-
ing lot should be changed to allow
left turns, which it currently prohib-
its, to alleviate delays upon leaving.

Mr. Staiger suggested that during
larger events, a police officer could
direct exiting traffic allowing a left-
hand turn.

UNITE attorney James Flynn
called Westfield real estate broker
and appraiser Jeffery Koal as his
first witness.

Mr. Koal said that a parking lot
would have negative effects on the
property values of those adjacent to
it. He said that, based on his experi-
ence, there would be a 10 percent
negative adjustment.

Mr. Koal cited two homes that
were sold in the past year on
Fairacres Avenue; one at 779, di-
rectly adjacent to the temple prop-
erty, which was sold for $515,000;
and another on the opposite side of
the street at 748, which was sold for
$586,000.

According to Mr. Koal, the homes
sold approximately five months
apart and were similar in size with
almost identical assessments. He
said that the price difference is due
to the fact that one is adjacent to the
temple. Mr. Koal also testified that
he had not been inside either of the
homes.

Mr. Brancheau questioned if on
street parking had an effect on prop-
erty values, to which Mr. Koal re-
sponded that it was built in because
prospective homeowners are aware
that the temple is present.

Mr. Koal also testified that prop-
erty values in the area are “already
high” and that removing the on street
parking would not have a major ef-
fect.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt ques-
tioned if there was an impact on
properties from the banquet hall the
temple has. Mr. Koal said that there
was “no question” and that people
will often congregate in a parking
lot to talk after an event.

UNITE will continue with their
testimony at the next meetings on
Monday, October 27, and Tuesday,
October 28, at 7 p.m.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STORM DAMAGE…Hurricane Isabel ripped down an American flag in
Downtown Westfield.

Nature of Call:
Abd Injury Head/Neck Injury
Airway Obstruction
Allergic Reaction
Behavioral Disorder
Bleeding/Hemorrhage
Burns
Cardiac Arrest
Cardiac Related
Chest Injury
D.O.A.
Gastro-Intestinal Distress
General Illness
Lift Assist
OB/GYN
Other Injury
Respiratory Distress
Seizure
Shock/Trauma
Spinal Injury
Stroke/CVA
Substance Abuse (potential)
Suspected Fracture
Syncope
Unconscious
Other
TOTAL

Paramedics 34 (first call); 8 (second call); 1 (third call)       =43
Driver Assisted 0 (first call); 1 (second call); 0 (third call)         = 1
Fire Dept. Assisted 1 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)         = 1
Genesis Eldercare  9 (first call); 2 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 11
Senior Citizen Complex  8 (first call); 2 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 10
Sunrise Assisted Living  6 (first call); 2 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 8
Out-of-Town Mutual Aid  4 (first call); 1 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 5
Total Calls: 130

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Week Ending Nov. 16, 2002Statistics for three weeks ending September 13, 2003

First Call:            Second Call: Third Call:

14
2
2
6
5
0
2
9
3
2
7
2
4
1
2
11
0
1
3
5
1
7
3
0
7
99

4
0
0
2
1
1
1
1
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
3
2
0
0
0
0
7
2
1
1
28

0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
3

warrants for Bethea’s arrest from multiple
jurisdictions, in the amount of $4,814. He
was transported to the Union County Jail.

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
• After being stopped for following too

close to another motor vehicle, Torry Lan-
gley, 29, of Roselle was arrested at South
Avenue and Livingston Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
subsequently released to a responsible party.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
• Roberto Punina, 34, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated after he allegedly
traveled around the South Avenue traf-
fic circle in the wrong direction, nearly
hitting a police patrol unit head on.

Punina, who was served with sum-
monses for several motor vehicle viola-
tions, including being an unlicensed driver,
was later released to a responsible party.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PERSERVED FARMLAND…The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced the purchase of the 23-acre Sevell’s Ponderosa Farm in Scotch Plains
on September 24. This Farm will now be preserved as open space for generations
to come, and not be developed.

Check Us Out on the Web:
www.goleader.com!
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SP Planning Bd. OKs
Two Minor Subdivisions

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
on Monday night approved two mi-
nor subdivision applications that will
lead to the construction of four new
homes.

In a meeting that lasted barely an
hour, the board first gave its approval
to an application by Gentemp, a part-
nership, to subdivide a 100 foot-by-
100 foot lot at the corner of William
Street and Coles Avenue into two 50-
by-100 lots, on which would be built
two single-family homes.

Next, the board approved Romano
DiNizo’s application to subdivide a
property at 1997 Prospect Avenue,
raze an existing house on the lot and
then construct two new four-bed-
room homes.

The board put off until next month
the continuation of a hearing to con-
sider Cuni Investment Corporation’s
application to subdivide a lot located

between Algonquin Drive and
Princeton Avenue, situated behind a
doctor’s office at 2314 South Av-
enue, into two separate lots and then
make improvements to the parking
lot that serves the office building.

In July, the board, in response to
concerns raised by Algonquin Drive
residents worried about increased
traffic on their street, which would
serve as an entranceway into the
parking lot, asked Cuni to submit
revised plans.

Planning Board member Robert
LaCosta said on Monday night that
he had seen the revised plans and that
the Algonquin Avenue entrance has
been eliminated, with the only in-
gress and egress being from South
Avenue.

Board Secretary Barbara Horev
told board members that, “a few of
the neighbors have come in” to in-
spect the revised plans “and were
very happy.”

‘Fanny Wood’ to Greet Visitors
To Downtown Festival Sunday

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Yes, Virginia, there really is a
Fanny Wood, and she’ll be on hand
once again to greet visitors to the
eighth annual Fanny Wood Day cel-
ebration this Sunday, September
28, from noon to 5 p.m. in
Fanwood’s downtown.

By now a fall tradition in the
community, the festival will take
place along South and Martine Av-
enues. The rain date is the follow-
ing Sunday, October 5.

As always, there promises to be
something for every age, interest
and palate, including popular foods,
displays by merchants and crafters,
and youth activities. According to
Mayor Louis Jung, at least 75 ven-
dors are expected to participate in
this year’s event.

Welcoming all to the festivities
will be Fanny Wood herself, also
known as Tonya Francesca Cama,
an actress and former model who
will portray the folklore heroine
for the sixth time this year.

A Fanwood resident for 11 years,
Mrs. Cama was first asked to play
Fanny Wood by former Mayor
Maryanne Connelly, who origi-
nated the festival. A daytime soap
opera veteran, Mrs. Cama had also
been a member of the now-defunct
Philathalians theatre group, which
was based in Fanwood.

Originally from Brooklyn, Mrs.
Cama spoke to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week about
her deep affection for both the bor-
ough and Fanny Wood Day, which
she feels offers a nostalgic glimpse
at a less complicated, bygone era.

 “I think it has an aura about it of
yesteryear,” she remarked. “I think
this yearly event brings back a feel-
ing of ‘remember when things were
nicer, when things were better.”

Among the scheduled Fanny
Wood Day activities are a
Moonwalk, Trackless Train, Fire
Truck Slide, Rock Climbing Wall
and pony rides. Clowns, Sponge
Bob and Bob the Builder are also
expected.

Live musical entertainment will
be featured throughout the day,
starting at 12:15 p.m. with Silk
City, a string band that performs a
mix of bluegrass and folk music.

The ensemble includes Fanwood
Memorial Library Director Dan
Weiss on guitar and vocals, Larry
Cohen playing bass and Barry
Mitterhoff on mandolin.

Also on the bill is Grammy Award
winner Tom Chapin, who will  per-
form his Family Show beginning at
1:30 p.m. Mr. Chapin garnered a
2002 Grammy for Best Spoken
Word Album for Children.  Round-
ing out the musical fare will be a
disk jockey from 1 to 4 p.m.

An Apple Pie Baking Contest, open
to Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dents, will be held as well. Entrants
should bring their pies, plus an index
card with their name, address and
telephone number and the recipe on

the back, to the South Street Cafe,
217 South Avenue in Fanwood, be-
tween 11:30 and 12:30 p.m. on Sun-

day. For more information, please
call Tom Bader at (908) 322-0200.

This year’s event will also offer a
Children’s Fingerprinting program
conducted by members of the
Fanwood Police Department, a 50/
50 drawing and a Classic Car show.
More than 60 vintage vehicles are

expected to be showcased in the
west end of the Fanwood train sta-
tion parking lot.

While most hallmarks of the fes-
tival will return, the Little Miss
Fanny Wood Day contest will not
take place this year. Helen Ling,
the owner of Enchantments, will
be away and unable to organize the
event. However, she has vowed the
contest will be back again next
year, “bigger and better than ever.”

This year’s event will be particu-
larly special for Mrs. Cama, since
her 80-year-old mother, Rose Marie
Palone, is expected to attend for
the first time.

Mrs. Cama, a self-described ro-
mantic at heart, said she enjoys
playing Fanny Wood, whose ori-
gins remain a mystery and who has
inspired several legends.

 “I become the person and the

“I think this yearly event
brings back a feeling of
‘remember when things
were nicer, when things
were better.”

- Tonya Francesca Carna,
Fanny Wood

        Fred K.  Lecomte for  The Times
A HERO’S WELCOME…Returning home from a tour of duty in Baghdad and receiving a standing ovation prior to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood football game in Scotch Plains on September 20 are Marine Freedom Fighters from left: Private
First Class Brad Bedford of Fanwood, Lance Corporal Stan Pearson of Fanwood and Lance Corporal David Laverty of
Scotch Plains.  Staff Sergeant Gregory W. Taylor (right) is the United States Marine Corps recruiter.
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Isabel Causes
Power Outages
In FW and SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The outer edges of Hurricane
Isabel touched Central New Jer-
sey last week, but except for
strong wind gusts and an un-
scheduled day off for local stu-
dents, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
fared pretty well.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools were closed on Friday,
following a windy night that
knocked out power at Terrill
Middle School and Coles El-
ementary School.

Scotch Plains Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins said there
were a handful of power outages
in the Martine Avenue-Cooper
Road neighborhood as well.

He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the Thurs-
day night winds had resulted in a
few downed trees and power lines.
But the less-than-expected rain-
fall meant no street or basement
flooding.

“It could have been a lot worse,”
he said.

Crews from the Department of
Public Works spent the days fol-
lowing the storm clearing downed
tree limbs on local streets.

Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung
told The Times that his borough
was “very fortunate” in that only
three small areas lost power for
any extended time.

“We were all set for the worst,”
he said, noting that local emer-
gency management and Public
Works personnel had prepared
for a much-fiercer storm.

The worst aspect of the storm,

Refinancing of $6.7 Million
Senior Housing Bond OK’d

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

It is expected that Scotch Plains’
annual fall leaf pickup will get un-
derway in early November, depend-
ing on weather conditions and how
many leaves have fallen by then. The
Scotch Plains Township Council ac-
cepted a bid for leaf pickup at its
meeting on Tuesday night and also
approved a resolution allowing the
municipality to use a county facility
in Springfield for leaf disposal.

The council awarded a contract to
Nature’s Choice for the hauling of
leaves this fall. For the past several
years, S. Rotondi & Sons has per-
formed this task, but Nature’s Choice
submitted a bid of $2.22 per cubic
yard versus Rotondi’s bid of $2.39.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said it’s expected that 25,000 cubic
yards of leaves will be collected.

Township officials anticipate be-
ginning the pickup on Monday, No-
vember 3, although the effort could
begin before or after that date, de-
pending on weather conditions in
late October and early November
and on how many leaves have fallen
by late October.

Mayor Martin Marks said town-
ship trucks will try to make three or
four passes through town.

Some of the collected leaves will

be stored temporarily at Jerseyland
Park until they are disposed of at a
county site in Springfield.

In other business, Mayor Marks
said on Tuesday night that those
Scotch Plains residents whose ad-
dress formerly fell under the 07090
zip code need to make sure that their

billings, subscriptions and other of-
ficial papers contain Scotch Plains’
07076 zip code.

Certain township addresses fell
under Westfield’s 07090 zip code
until several years ago, when the
07076 designation was applied to all

First SID Meeting
Held in Township

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The steering committee looking
into whether Scotch Plains’ down-
town area would benefit from estab-
lishment of a Special Improvement
District (SID) held its first meeting
on Tuesday night, with a consultant

telling a dozen businesspeople about
the importance of working as a team
rather than pushing pet projects.

Seth Grossman, a consultant with
Cooperative Professional Services in
Newark, was hired by the township in
June to advise about setting up a SID
for the downtown business district.

That same month, he led a meeting
to provide business owners with ini-
tial information about the potential
benefits of a SID and how it might
assist in boosting the fortunes of a
business district striving to compete
with neighboring downtowns as well
as nearby shopping malls.

A SID is a legal designation of a
particular area in which additional taxes
are levied in order to finance business
district improvements. Presently, more
than 70 SIDs have been set up in New
Jersey since their creation was autho-
rized by the state in 1984.

The first such district was organized
in Cranford in 1986, with the latest, in
Washington Borough, having been
set up in the spring. Unlike many state-
authorized programs, SIDs are locally
organized and managed independently
of state government and, to a great

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
ENJOYING THE DAY…Don Wussler of the Lion’s Club looks on while
Stephanie, Ralph, Amber and their dog Tiki enjoyed the weather during the
annual Scotch Plains Day on Saturday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
SEVELL AND SULIGA…State Senator Joseph Suliga spoke at the announce-
ment of the Sevell Farm being bought by the County for open space. This
property will remain a farm, where people from the community can go to see
what life was like in a simpler time.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
PERSERVED FARMLAND…The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced the purchase of the 23-acre Sevell’s Ponderosa Farm in Scotch Plains
on September 24. This Farm will now be preserved as open space for generations
to come, and not be developed.

Sen. Suliga Comments
On Open Space, Arrest

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

District 22 State Senator and former
Union County Freeholder Joseph
Suliga sat down with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Wednes-
day afternoon after he, and the Union
County Board of Freeholders, an-
nounced the preservation of the 23-
acre Sevell’s Ponderosa Farm in
Scotch Plains.

Senator Suliga is Co-chairman of
the Senate Environmental Commit-
tee, which he “never envisioned,” is
pleased to see this parcel of land
preserved.

The $10 million purchase will be
paid for through Union County’s
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Program, with
matching funds from the state Green
Acres Open Space fund.

According to the senator, Green
Acres funding has been increased by
$15 million this year.

The land will be preserved as a
farm with some recreational space
for picnics and events.

Senator Suliga said that this pur-

chase is “huge because of develop-
ment concerns” in Scotch Plains. He
added that development creates traf-
fic and impacts the quality of life.

Regarding his recent arrest in At-
lantic City’s Trump Marina casino,
Senator Suliga stated that, “it will all
be resolved.”

He confirmed that he was at the
casino for the evening with friends
and stated that he is “not a gambler.”

The senator refused to comment
further on the incident saying his
attorney, Edward Kologi, would not
permit him to remark.

Senator Suliga was arrested and
received summonses for harassment
and causing a public inconvenience,
the complaints were signed by a West
Caldwell woman and the casino, re-
spectively.

The senator is also working on a
bill that would allow video lottery
terminals in the racetracks. The bill
is currently in committee.

Senator Suliga told The Times that
this alternative would allow the state
not to increase taxes and could bring
in up to $1 billion in revenues a year.
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Certified Civil Trial Attorney
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Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.
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Fanny Wood

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

Let the 
Hayrides Begin!

Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 
Hours
7 days 9am-6pm 

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Two Big Events this week...
Our fall pumpkin picking, pony rides, 

hayrides, and haunted house start 
Saturday.  Bring in a can of food for 
our food drive and receive a FREE 
hayride. 

Save $$$ on our Giant Fall Sale. All 
trees and shrubs have been reduced 
20%-70%. Take advantage of these 
savings now thru Sept. 30th. (Please 
excuse the silliness of the Hay Pun).

Two Big Events this week...
Our fall pumpkin picking, pony rides, 

hayrides, and haunted house start 
Saturday.  Bring in a can of food for 
our food drive and receive a FREE 
hayride. 

Save $$$ on our Giant Fall Sale. All 
trees and shrubs have been reduced 
20%-70%. Take advantage of these 
savings now thru Sept. 30th. (Please 
excuse the silliness of the Hay Pun).

Giant Fall Sale
All Trees & Shrubs

20-70% Off

Giant Fall Sale
All Trees & Shrubs

20-70% Off

David

Williams

Hay...

Win
$500 in

our Scarecrow 
Contest

Details online
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Publisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s Note

NNNNNew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Rates
As of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1st

There will be a modest increase in subscription rates as of October
1. The new rates will be $28 for one year, $52 for two years and $76
for three years. A college subscription will be $20 per year. Anyone
wishing to renew or extend their subscription prior to October 1,
may do so at the old rates. Please call us at (908) 232-4407; mail to
Leader/Times , P.O. Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or go to
www.goleader.com/subscribe.

Further Testimony Heard Regarding
Parking Lot Near Temple Emanu-El

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- During the fourth
special meeting of the Westfield Board
of Adjustment to hear the application
for a parking lot adjacent to Temple
Emanu-El the temple concluded their
testimony and UNITE (United Neigh-
bors Investigating Temple Expansion)
began demonstration.

Testimony was heard from Traffic
Safety Officer Sergeant Terence
Gillespie of the Westfield Police De-
partment. He testified that during the
High Holy Days no parking signs are
posted on one side of the street because
of heavy parking on side streets. He
said that this is for safety reasons be-
cause with both sides of the streets
lined with cars emergency vehicles
cannot gain access.

According to Sergeant Gillespie, no
signs are posted during regular services.

He also testified that several of the
side streets do not have sidewalks and
that they are not as well lit as East
Broad Street. He said that it is his
opinion that a parking lot is safer than
having people cross the street.

Temple’s traffic expert Joseph
Staiger, a principal in Atlantic Design
and Traffic Engineers, was the next
person to offer testimony. He said that
his firm performed traffic and parking
counts during the High Holy Days of
2002, as well as one day in February
and another in May of this year.

On September 7, 2002 there were
176 cars parked on Linden and Jefferson
Avenues and East Broad Street within
a one-block radius of the temple. Forty-
five cars were in the temple parking lot.

On September 15, 2002 they counted
25 cars in the parking lot and 66 ve-
hicles on the street in the afternoon and
46 cars in the lot that evening and 102
automobiles in the street.

On September 16, 2002 his firm
counted 54 cars in the parking lot and
104 cars on the street.

This year, on May 3, 107 cars were

counted on the East Broad and Wells
Streets and Jefferson and Linden Av-
enues during a double bar mitzvah.

Mr. Staiger stated that the new 150-
space lot would be “essentially self-
sufficient” on a regular basis with
spillover into the street on High Holy
Days. He said that the lot would have a
service level rating of C to D, on a scale
of A through F, and those are accept-
able levels of service.

Some members of the board ques-
tioned the empty spaces in the parking
lot during the High Holy Days to which
Temple Executive Director Carolyn
Shane responded.

According to Ms. Shane, temple
members can apply for permits for the
lot if they are disabled or elderly, and
only those members may park in the
lot during the High Holy Days.

Town Planner Blaise Brancheau
questioned if the exit from the parking
lot should be changed to allow left
turns, which it currently prohibits, to
alleviate delays upon leaving.

Mr. Staiger suggested that during larger
events a police officer could direct exit-
ing traffic allowing a left-hand turn.

UNITE attorney James Flynn called
Westfield real estate broker and ap-
praiser Jeffery Koal as his first witness.

Mr. Koal said that a parking lot would
have negative effects on the property
values of those adjacent to it. He said
that, based on his experience, there
would be a 10 percent negative ad-

justment.
Mr. Koal cited two homes that were

sold in the past year on Fairacres Av-
enue; one at 779, directly adjacent to
the temple property, which was sold
for $515,000; and another on the oppo-
site side of the street at 748, which was
sold for $586,000.

According to Mr. Koal, the homes
sold approximately five months apart
and were similar in size with almost
identical assessments. He said that the
price difference is due to the fact that
one is adjacent to the temple. Mr. Koal
also testified that he had not been in-
side either of the homes.

Mr. Brancheau questioned if on street
parking had an effect on property val-
ues, to which Mr. Koal responded that
it was built in because prospective
homeowners are aware that the temple
is present.

Mr. Koal also testified that property
values in the area are “already high”
and that removing the on street parking
would not have a major effect.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt ques-
tioned if there was an impact on prop-
erties from the banquet hall the temple
has. Mr. Koal said that there was “no
question” and that people will often
congregate in a parking lot to talk after
an event.

UNITE will continue with their tes-
timony at the next meetings on Mon-
day, October 27, and Tuesday, October
28, at 7 p.m.

the mayor said, ended up being the
number of downed tree branches,
which necessitated a special branch
pickup last Sunday.

Fanwood residents were alerted
via TV-35 to place loose branches
and brush at their curbs on Friday
and Saturday, and much of the spe-
cial collection was completed on
Sunday, the mayor said.

Scotch Plains addresses. However, Scotch
Plains mail with the 07090 zip code
continued to be automatically forwarded
to Scotch Plains.

Mayor Marks said that transition pe-
riod is coming to an end, making it
important for affected residents to ensure
their official mailings contain the proper
zip code.

The council passed an ordinance au-
thorizing the Scotch Plains Senior Citi-
zen Housing Corporation to refinance
bonds issued in 1993 to construct the
senior housing complex at the south end
of Martine Avenue.

Councilwoman Coronato explained
that the 1993 bonds were sold at a higher
interest rate than is presently available.
Refunding the $6.7 million in bonds at a
lower rate, she said, will save fees and
interest payments.

The council needed to take this action
because, even though the housing corpo-
ration is an independent entity, the town-
ship government is the guarantor of the
bonds.

A number of events are scheduled in
Scotch Plains in the coming weeks. With
the Mayor’s Gala set for Friday, Decem-
ber 5, nominations for Charitable Orga-
nization of the Year, as well as Male and
Female Volunteers of the Year,  are due by
the end of this month.

Nominating forms can be picked up in
the Recreation Department at the Mu-
nicipal Building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The annual Health Fair will be held on
Saturday, October 18, from 8 a.m. to 12
p.m. at the Municipal Building. A variety
of screenings – vision, blood, hearing,
diabetes, cholesterol and blood pressure
– will be available for free, according to
Councilwoman Coronato. Overlook Hos-
pital will also provide, for a $10 fee, bone
density scans.

Pre-registration is necessary for this
service and can be completed by calling
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 1309.

Also on October 18, at 10 a.m., the
Village Green at the corner of Park Av-
enue and Front Street will be dedicated as
Alan Augustine Memorial Park, in
memory of the former Scotch Plains
Mayor and State Assemblyman who died
two years ago.

A fountain presently being constructed
in the center of the park will also be
unveiled, said Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, who noted that Mr. Augustine
was Mayor when the Village Green prop-
erty was acquired by the township using
state Green Acres funding.

The council also passed resolutions
honoring James Keefe, Richard Rodbart,
Kenneth Siegel, Harold Knox, James
Hart and James Durkin, all of whom are
retiring from the Union County
Prosecutor’s office after several decades
of service.

Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
called all six men “great lawyers who are
great prosecutors.”

Refinancing of $6.7 Million
Senior Housing Bond OK’d extent, local government oversight.

The budgetary priorities for a SID
will be created by the business commu-
nity. Normally, the special assessments
to fund the SID are attached to each
property; most towns use the property
tax formula to calculate the levy.

Tuesday night’s committee meet-
ing was more introductory than de-
cision-making in nature, with 12 lo-
cal business owners in attendance.

Calling a SID “one of the most
effective and unique forms of commu-
nity development,” Mr. Grossman em-
phasized that local businesses would
have total control of where and how
the additional tax levies would be
spent. He also said it was important
that members of the business commu-
nity work together as a team and warned
against those looking at a SID as a way
of getting a particular project com-
pleted or to fix a particular problem.

Members of the steering commit-
tee will meet regularly in what is
anticipated to be a several month
process.

Mr. Grossman told the committee
that his function as consultant will be
to “help you go through a process to
allow you to use the SID statute prop-
erly,” come up with ideas and goals
“and then to put them into action.”

If the committee ultimately de-
cides to proceed with the establish-
ment of a SID, it would first present
a report to the greater business com-
munity before asking the Township
Council to formally establish it.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SID Meeting

Horace R.Corbin for The Times
EATS!…Scotch Plains residents stop to enjoy the food at the annual Scotch
Plains Day celebration sponsored by the Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
A LITTLE LAMB…Children enjoy the petting zoo at the annual Scotch Plains
Day celebration on Saturday.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
BALLOONS GALORE…Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, left, hands out
balloons and literature for his District 22 State Senate campaign at Saturday’s
Scotch Plains Day festival.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
WHIRLWINDS…Cooper Road was one site of many  where downed trees and
branches fell in the Scotch Plains and Fanwood area during Thursday night’s
storm caused by Hurricane Isabel.

Results of Standardized Tests
Reported for WF Public Schools

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Students in the
Westfield public school district scored
well above federally mandated bench-
marks in a battery of tests administered
during the 2002-2003 school year.

Juniors at Westfield High School
(WHS) took the High School Profi-
ciency Assessment (HSPA) in the spring
of 2003. The HSPA tests students’ abili-
ties in the areas of Language Arts and
Mathematics, and a passing score is
required for graduation.

In the Language Arts category, 99.7
percent of students tested scored above
state standards. Of those students, 32.8
percent scored in the “Advanced Pro-
ficient” class, a drop from 46.7 per-
cent last year. WHS students fared
similarly well in the Mathematics cat-
egory, as 98.3 percent of students
earned scores that clear state stan-
dards. Of that group, 52.4 percent
scored in the Advanced Proficient cat-
egory, a score that climbed from 47.5
percent last year.

Students in the eighth grade took
the Grade Eight Proficiency Assess-
ment (GEPA) this spring. Like the
HSPA, the GEPA tests students’
knowledge of Language Arts and
Mathematics.

At both Edison and Roosevelt Inter-
mediate Schools, 99.5 percent of stu-
dents scored above state standards in
Language Arts. The two schools show
a noticeable discrepancy in their Math-
ematics scores.

At Roosevelt, 94.6 percent of those
tested earned scores above state stan-
dards, while only 86.3 percent at
Edison achieved the same mark.

In addition to these tests, third and
fourth grade students took the New
Jersey Assessment of Skills and

Knowledge (NJ ASK) test this spring.
The test was new at the fourth grade
level, and the district has not yet re-
ceived the scores.

Pupils with learning disabilities took
the Alternate Proficiency Assessment
(APA). Students who took this test are
enrolled in Individualized Education
Programs and represent less than 1
percent of overall test takers.

Currently, students in grades 3, 4, 8,
and 11 are tested each year. In spring
of 2005, fifth and seventh grade stu-
dents will begin being tested, and sixth
graders will join them in spring of
2006.

Standardized testing now occurs
under the umbrella of the No Child
Left Behind Act, a piece of federal
legislation signed into law by Presi-
dent George W. Bush on January 8,
2002.

One of the main tenets of the act
calls for individual school districts to
be held accountable for the test scores
of their students. The act mandates
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in
test scores. AYP culminates in 2014,
when all school districts will be ex-
pected to have 100 percent of their
students at proficient levels.

Within AYP guidelines, there are sepa-
rate measurable objectives for different
student subsets, such as different racial
and ethnic groups, economically disad-
vantaged students, students with learn-
ing disabilities, and students with lim-
ited English language proficiency.

Each of these subsets must achieve
average scores that meet or exceed
state standards. If a school’s students
come in below the proficiency mark,
the school will be termed “deficient.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley took issue with the re-
quired benchmarks, saying, “A school
shouldn’t be called deficient if one
subgroup is below the standard,” and,
“It’s not a realistic appraisal” of how
a school is doing.

“I think what we’re seeing is an over-
ambitious law that, over time, is going
to be retooled. In test results received
thus far, the Westfield School District’s
students have both met and exceeded
2003 benchmarks,” said Dr. Foley.

Board of Education President Arlene
Gardner said, “We’re doing nicely,
and we can do better.”

Members of the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee have devised a list of
community members to invite to be a
part of the formulation of the district’s
next Strategic Plan. The first meeting
of this group will take place on Satur-
day, November 1.

The process of creating a new Stra-
tegic Plan for the district will involve
breaking the group of 50 people into
smaller groups that will then focus on
a specific area of community interest.

Much of the discussion in these
groups will center around the recently
released results of the Board of
Education’s 2003 Survey, which can
now be found on
www.westfieldnj.com. School board
members will lead the groups, and
then be responsible for finding ways
to meet the goals the group sets.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
cautioned the board, saying, “Our goal
is to listen and not direct community
values.”

Dr. Foley questioned the wisdom of
a new plan for financing a proposed
parking deck in Westfield. In the plan,
certain areas near where the deck
would be built would be designated as
“redevelopment zones.” Residents in
these areas would be part of a “Pay-
ment in Lieu of Taxes,” or PILOT
program.

While this proposed plan would al-
low the deck to be built without in-
creasing taxes on Westfield citizens,
residents in redevelopment zones would
be giving their taxes directly to the
municipality, bypassing the schools.

Depending on how many homes are
in the redevelopment zones, the propo-
sition could cause serious budget con-
cerns for the Westfield school district.

The arrival of Hurricane Isabel last
week caused schools in the district to
use its first snow day. Fire Chief John
Castellano advised Dr. Foley to close
the schools early on the morning of
September 19. Chief Castellano’s main
concern was the presence of downed
trees and power lines in the area.

Back to School Nights were sched-
uled for the night of September 18, but
all after school activities were can-
celled as Governor McGreevey had
declared a state of emergency. The
cancelled Back to School Nights were
rescheduled for September 24.

part,” said Mrs. Cama, adding that her
husband, Philip, and grown daughter,
Tonya Anne, are equally enthusiastic
about her role. “I’m just here to remind
(people) that Fanny never went away;
she’s here.”

Chaired by Neil Schembre, the Fanny
Wood Day Committee also includes
Leslie Cunningham, former Fanwood
Councilman Bob McCarthy, Ken
Fischer, Don Wussler, Lieutenant Ri-
chard Trigo of the Fanwood Police
Department, Mayor Jung, Councilmen
Andy Calamaras and David Trumpp,
former Mayor Connelly, Director of
Public Works Raymond Manfra and
Downtown Revitalization Coordinator
Clayton Pierce.
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Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

The weekend is the perfect time 

to rent a movie but unfortunately, 

everyone else agrees! Avoid long 

lines and let Deliver-It Video™

deliver DVD video rentals to your 

home the same day. We even 

provide optional pick-up service! 

And our prices are even less than 

what you currently pay.  Find out 

how easy renting DVD videos 

can be by going to our website or 

call Customer Service at 732-

381-3302.  You’ll never go to 

your old video store again! 

Serving Clark • Cranford • Fanwood  

Garwood • Mountainside 

Scotch Plains • Westfield 

 

Westfield Chamber of Commerce 

Member, 2003 

Mountainside, NJ has a

WEIGHT-LOSS
SPECIALIST

with a national reputation.*

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified, Registered, Insured

96% success-rate: lose it and keep it off
No dieting, struggling, pills, shots or surgery
Patient testimonials available upon request

AMA-approved for nearly 50 years
Only 2 or 3 private appointments needed

Call Linda for more info at 908-301-0039
or see a brochure anytime you choose at

www.IvyLeagueClinicalHypnosis.com

* People from 17 states have come to
Dr. Glassman just in the last year alone.
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“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:

�����������	������� ���������� �!���"�#$#$%

908-233-5800

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARTY FOR PETER...From left are: Mike and Jackie Cash, Andrea and
Mayor Gregory McDermott, Colleen and First Ward Councilman Peter Echausse
and Betsy Ferguson and Bob Stahl posed for a picture during a fundraiser for
Councilman Echausse. The fund raiser was held at the Ferguson-Stahl  home on
Highland Avenue and was co-hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Cash.  Roughly 110 people
attended.

 

      
                       IS TOO SMALL A TERM 

Niteworks  
TM   

 VASCULAR  NUTRITION 

 
This patent-pending formula promotes the function of   your  
vascular and circulatory  system, which impacts your whole body 
and your heart.   Niteworks  was created by Herbalife with ’98 
Nobel Laureate Dr. Louis Ignarro. 

           

 

SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH

30 day supply - $98.00 tx, ship/handl. incl.
Call or write for information:  1-888-254-7687

CARE, PO Box 186, Fanwood, NJ 07023
E mail: Activebodynow@AOL.com
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Counsellor at Law
Accredited Divorce Mediator

Estate Planning

Family Law

General Practice

•
•

•
�����������������

201 South Avenue East
Westfield, NJ

654-8885

Facial RealityGuillotine
European Deep Cleansing Facial - A one hour deep cleansing

repair and maintenance treatment to help dry, normal or oily
skin recapture the look of young radiant skin.  The treatment
includes a peel and a relaxing message, extraction, and deep

cleansing masque to rebalance the skin.     $65.00

Introducing . . .

Facialist
Terrie Di Bella

It’s all here at
one location in
a relaxed
comfortable
atmosphere.

Call us today.

108 Central Ave., 2nd Floor, Westfield
Tues.-Thurs. 10-8:00  Fri. 10-5:30  Sat. 9-4:30

908.654.8686

European Facial

Tuesday Special!
with Terrie

$40.00Regular: $65.00
Offer Expires Nov. 11, 2003

Westfield Development
Design Studies Reviewed

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Phase One environmental stud-
ies were completed by PMK Group
for the South Avenue and Prospect
and Elm Streets redevelopment sites.

The studies involved a review of
existing, readily available records
and no testing was done. The studies
did not find any environmental prob-
lems listed in the records that were
reviewed. Records of the properties
from the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection were not
obtained, or reviewed.

Both studies recommended addi-
tional studies – particularly, that soil
investigations be done on the proper-
ties to determine any possible con-
tamination.

For the environmental and geo-
technical studies the Phase One study
cost to the Town of Westfield was
$28,300, while the Phase Two cost
was $36,239.

The results of the Phase Two envi-
ronmental and geo-technical studies
are not yet available.

According to the Sanborn Fire In-
surance Maps, the property at Elm
and Prospect Streets once housed a
fuel/coal shed, a public school, a
machinery shop, stables, a black-
smith, a filling station with four tanks
and many other varied structures
between 1885 and 1962.

Between 1891 and 1962 on South
Avenue, there were rail lines, a va-
cant field, a depot, a freight house, a
warehouse, a small automobile ga-
rage and other structures.

On the South Avenue site, there is
a 1965 record indicating that an oil
tank was used to heat the South Av-
enue station. The report indicated
that there is potential that the tank is
still underground in the parking lot.

On the western portion of the South
Avenue parking lot, there is a moni-
toring well associated with the
Amoco Station and a previous ground
contamination.

The first round of design drawings
for both sites will be unveiled for
public comment on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 30, during the Westfield Town
Council meeting.

The developer, HKT Nassau Asso-
ciates, LLC, previewed the drawings
to the council members and a small
public audience last Tuesday night.
They later presented the council mem-
bers with smaller versions of the draw-
ings for their review and comment.

Four alternatives were suggested
for the western entrance to the park-
ing lot and garage. Currently, there
are two ingress and egress driveways
on the western portion. Option A
creates a large common area in front
of the train station itself that could be
used for events such as the farmers
market. Option B has a large open
space abutting the proposed mixed
use building to the east and an en-
trance to the parking lot directly in
line with Summit Avenue. Option C

has a larger center island, while op-
tion D has a smaller center island
with no west end ingress or egress.

The South Avenue deck is pro-
posed to have entrances and exits on
South Avenue at the eastern end and
from the train station at the west end.

Four stories of residential dwell-
ings are proposed for the eastern half
of the development, with one story
of retail and two stories of residential
for the western half on South Av-
enue. 73 total residential units, 18,000
square-feet of retail space and ap-
proximately 1,100 parking spaces
are being proposed. At its highest
point, the development is proposed
to measure slightly over 42 feet.

At the estimated price of $16,000
per parking space, according to Rob-
ert Powell of HKT Nassau, the South
Avenue deck would cost approxi-
mately $17.6 million. This does not
include the cost of the residential,
retail and auxiliaries – which at the
moment are unstated.

On Prospect Street, HKT Nassau
is no longer proposing to purchase
the land, but is proposing to lease it
from the town. Seventeen rental apart-
ments are now proposed at this site,
rather than as condominiums for sale.
The Prospect Street structure is pro-
posed to be four stories high.

The Elm Street elevation is pro-
posed to have one story of 3,353
square feet of retail space and eight
apartments on two floors above.

Ingress and egress are proposed
for both the Elm and Prospect Street
sides of the development.

With 487 parking spaces at $16,000
per space, the Prospect and Elm Street
lot would cost approximately $7.7
million. This does not include the
cost of the residential, retail and
auxiliaries – which at the moment
are unstated.

The proposed South Avenue de-
velopment would be constructed on
the existing parking lot, eliminating
the current 560 parking spaces and
replacing them with a parking deck
containing 1,100 spaces. Approxi-
mately 127 parking spaces would be
required to support the new apart-
ments and retail development. Based
on this, a net gain of about 400
parking spaces would result. Addi-
tionally, because of an agreement
with New Jersey Transit, 57 spaces
that currently exist in the parking lot
will remain as non-permit, first come-
first serve, long term parking.

The proposed Prospect and Elm
Street development would be con-
structed on the existing parking lot,
eliminating the current 210 parking
spaces and replacing them with a
parking deck containing 487 spaces.
Approximately 27 parking spaces
would be required to support the new
apartments and retail development.
Based on this, a net gain of about 250
parking spaces would result.

Drawings for the proposed projects
can be found on Page 18.

FW Redevelopment Plan to
Be Revealed Within Weeks

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mayor Louis Jung has announced
that the plan for Fanwood’s down-
town redevelopment area will be
shown to the public within weeks.

Speaking Monday night at the
monthly meeting of the Business and
Professional Association of Fanwood
to a room of twenty attendees, in-
cluding Council President Joel
Whitaker, Councilman Andrew
Calamaras, Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Coordinator Clayton Pierce, and
business owners, Mayor Jung stated:
“We cannot hold a public meeting
until we have a plan. The goal is to
have a plan within four to six weeks
max. A public meeting will be held
to share the plan with the public and
to take comments. No plan will be
done without first having a public
meeting.”

The plan is currently being worked
on with developer Landmark
Communites, by a six member nego-
tiating team, comprised of Mayor
Jung, Council President Whitaker,
Councilman Michael Brennan,
Downtown Revitalization Coordina-
tor Mr. Pierce, Borough Planner Ri-
chard Priess, and Frank Regan, an
attorney hired by the borough to
serve as counsel. The group has “met
six times in five months” stated
Mayor Jung.

Council President Whitaker said
that hammering out the details is
“not moving as fast as we’d like, but
it is moving forward, and we hope to
have a final plan within the next
month or so.” He reassured the busi-
ness owners in attendance that the
borough is “not going to give away
the store.”

A resolution has been passed “to
have the borough find a professional
traffic engineer to do a traffic study”
in Fanwood, “to resolve the traffic
problem involving congestion at weird
times of day and night,” said Council
President Whitaker. Concerns from
residents would be addressed regard-
ing cars cutting through residential
streets and speeding.

In addition, the engineer will “look
at the downtown plan from a traffic
standpoint,” stated Council President
Whitaker. Martine Avenue is a very
high traffic thoroughfare, with 17,000
cars per day traveling along the route.

Mr. Pierce updated the business
owners on the ordinance that was
passed by the Fanwood council pro-
hibiting professionally printed signs

posted on utility poles with semi-
permanent fasteners. The fine for a
violation can be up to $1,000 per
sign per day, or community service.
Mr. Pierce goes around town person-
ally taking down the illegal signs and
brought in examples to show those
attending the meeting. He pointed
out that current signs are being put
up at a height that requires a step
ladder for removal. Violators are
tracked down by Mr. Pierce, who
contacts the phone number on the
sign and requests that information
from the company be sent to him.
Once he receives the information in
the mail, he then turns it over to the
borough’s zoning officer, Nancy
Zirby, who issues a citation.

Council President Whitaker ad-
dressed an issue raised by those won-
dering if this sign ordinance violates
First Amendment freedom of speech
rights. He stated that Borough Attor-
ney Mark Peck assisted in the writ-
ing of the ordinance in a “content
neutral manner” which does not in-
fringe on any rights. In addition,
Council President Whitaker empha-
sized that “state law prohibits signs
on utility poles for the safety of
workers who have to go up the poles
in spiked boots,” therefore the ordi-
nance is supporting an already estab-
lished New Jersey law. He hopes that
the example of banning such signs
“will spread to Scotch Plains” and
other towns.

The borough has given permission
for a fruit and vegetable market to be
held in Fanwood, starting sometime
next year, announced Mr. Pierce.
The market, which will be held on
Wednesdays from 3 to 7 p.m., cur-
rently has one farmer involved. Mr.
Pierce stated that he has been study-
ing the parking situation in Fanwood
on Wednesday afternoons to assess
the availability for people going to
the market next year.

The meeting also included a pre-
sentation on opportunities for busi-
ness owners to shelter income from
taxes. Noah Tenenhaus, of Lord
Abbett & Co., informed business
owners that new tax laws “have cre-
ated a lot of flexibility,” allowing
business owners to “put away a large
amount or a small amount” of
money.

The October meeting of the Busi-
ness and Professional Association
will feature a speaker addressing
economic development in New Jer-
sey and its effect on local businesses.

Ferguson Participates In
Defense Wargame Tests

WASHINGTON —  Congressman
Mike Ferguson, R-N.J., participated
last Tuesday in a Strategic Policy
Forum at the National Defense Uni-
versity in Washington that aimed to
prepare government and military
leaders to strategically respond to a
terrorist attack on the United States. 

In a series of exercises, Ferguson,
Rep. Rob Andrews, D-N.J., other
congressional leaders and Homeland
Security Department officials sought
to “advise” President Bush on how to
effectively deal with these hypotheti-
cal attacks.  The participants - which
also included officials from the De-
partment of Defense, Coast Guard
and Transportation Safety Adminis-
tration - weighed in on raising the
national security threat level, clos-
ing the country’s ports and strength-
ening border and port security. 

“It was an eye-opening experience
seeing firsthand how our government
would respond to a series of terrorist
attacks aimed at our ports,” Ferguson
said after the exercise.  “With the larg-
est port on the East Coast, New Jersey
faces unique threats and challenges. 
Exercises like this give lawmakers an
important perspective on how our gov-
ernment would respond to a future
terrorist attack and what we in Con-
gress can do to ensure law enforce-
ment has the resources it needs.” 

Operation Impending Storm, as
the drill was called, spanned a ficti-
tious month when terrorist acts such

as bombings and train derailments
shut down U.S. imports and exports. 

The Strategic Policy Forum, an
initiative of Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld, is designed to give
government officials insight into
emerging global threats. The
overarching theme of the forum was
to improve the dialogue between the
executive and legislative branches of
the federal government. 

For more than 25 years, the Na-
tional Defense University, a division
of the Defense Department, has
trained military and civilian leaders
to effectively deal with national and
international security scenarios.

SPEED SIGN...Third ward council
candidate Mark Ciarrocca supports
efforts to slow traffic on Westfield’s
residential streets.
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Candidate Campaign Release – Westfield

Jacobson Believes Council
Should Help Senior Citizens

TALKING WITH SENIORS...Fourth Ward Democrat Councilwoman Susan
Jacobson, left, stopped to chat with a group of senior citizens in front of Vicki’s
Diner. Pictured from left are: Councilwoman Jacobson, Sasha Schwartz,
George Hrebin and Harry Schwartz.

WESTFIELD – We all know that the
senior class at Westfield High School is
an intelligent group of students. How-
ever, this article is about another group
of seniors – Westfield’s senior citizens.

Our local senior citizens are among
the most active and involved members
of our community. They are an impor-
tant segment of our population, lending
their expertise to our community on a
daily basis. But it is difficult for many of
these valued citizens to continue to call
Westfield home.

Where can seniors who want to
“downsize,” yet remain in Westfield,
find housing? Do we have housing that
satisfies their needs? If not, will we add
more apartments or condos? Are all our
smaller houses becoming huge mon-
strosities? How can we stop this from
happening?

Fourth Ward Democrat Councilwoman
Susan Jacobson believes we must find
ways to keep our seniors in Westfield.

“The senior jitney was a great start,
but we must do more,” Councilwoman
Jacobson said.

She has urged the Westfield Town
Council to reduce Conservation Center
fees for seniors. Can we reduce Memo-
rial Pool fees? Can seniors get discounts
from trash collectors? These few small
changes can show council cares.

Are higher property taxes becoming
so burdensome that seniors can’t afford
to remain here? How can the town help?

New Jersey State Form PTR-1 gives
eligible seniors at specific income levels
some property tax relief. Councilwoman
Jacobson distributed Form PTR-1 to
various community organizations serv-
ing seniors. She believes the council can
help by making this information readily
available via local newspapers, the town
website and TV36.

Our seniors are important to Westfield.
Town council must work toward making
it possible for them to stay here.

Susan Petrick, MEd, LDTC, CET

Board Certified Educational Therapist
Dyslexia Specialist

Specialist in the Disorder of Written Expression
Creator of “Picture to Write®” - a uniquely effective writing technique

Announces

the opening of offices in Westfield, NJ

908-654-9380

Experienced, expert, 1 on 1 instruction in reading, spelling, math & writing

*Wilson
*Lindamood Bell

*Orton Gillingham certified

Focusing on ages 5-11

215-295-1010 in Pennsylvania     MasterCard & Visa accepted

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Documentary Filmed
On Politics in Westfield

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!…Kevin Johnson, right, films Third Ward
Democrat Councilman Dave Haas on the campaign trail for a documentary.

WESTFIELD – Kevin Johnson, a lo-
cal Westfield resident and a senior at
Syracuse University, is filming a docu-
mentary in Westfield.

Kevin is majoring in Television/Ra-
dio/Film and History. He has decided to
make his first full-length documentary
about local issues and politics in
Westfield. While it’s not of the magni-
tude in public visibility of the television
show Ed, it is another production with
Westfield as the backdrop.

Kevin grew up in Westfield, worked
at Westfield High School TV and on the
TV-36 Advisory board. He graduated
from Westfield High School with the
class of 2001. Prior to that, he attended
Franklin Elementary School and
Roosevelt Intermediate School, while
being active in Troop 72 of the Boy
Scouts.

The movie is intended to serve two
purposes. Kevin plans to use it in his

senior documentary class next fall, and
then to submit it as a documentary to
various competitions. Thus, getting him-
self a grade and a credit at the same time.

Kevin became intrigued by the fight
over redistricting in the third ward last
year and felt that covering a local issue
with a campaign as the backdrop would
make an interesting story. Kevin plans
to interview citizens about the redistrict-
ing and about other local issues.

The campaign that Kevin has chosen
to follow is that of third ward council-
man Dave Haas. As such, Kevin has
filmed several of the meetings and events
that Councilman Haas has participated
in and will also spend time walking in
the third ward with him.

So, if Kevin comes up and asks to film
you – remember that you might be mak-
ing Westfield famous, or at least helping
a young adult from our neighborhood
make it.

Candidate Campaign Release - Fanwood

Mayor Jung Praises
Shared Services Council

FANWOOD – Ask Fanwood Mayor
Louis Jung to talk about some of the
successes of his administration, and one he
is quick to point to is the Shared Services
Coordinating Council, a partnership rep-
resenting the Borough of Fanwood, Town-
ship of Scotch Plains and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education.

“No other community in New Jersey
has anything like it,” stated Mayor Jung.
“For two towns, let alone with a Board of
Education, to come together to discuss
ways to improve services to our collective
and respective communities, at lesser or
equal cost to taxpayers, is very unusual.”

While the idea of sharing services had
been informally discussed for a long
time, February 2000 saw the first offi-
cial meeting of the three entities. The
meeting included Mayor Jung; Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks; School
Superintendent Dr. Carol Choye; and
Theresa Larkin, former President of the
Board of Education.

“We asked ourselves if the possibility
of sharing services was one worth pursu-
ing,” recalled Mayor Jung. “We all agreed
it was, and the Shared Services Coordi-
nating Council was born via resolutions
passed by each entity.”

Two or three elected officials from
each entity serve on the council.

Mayor Jung recalled the council’s first
shared services venture focused on traf-
fic and safety issues, as it assisted with
the purchase and installation of blinking
lights near Park and Terrill Middle
Schools to remind drivers to slow down
while children are present. It also sup-
ported the efforts of Fanwood and Scotch
Plains’ Public Works Departments in
reconfiguring the traffic pattern at Park
to help ensure student safety.

Other shared services ventures have
included: paying a stipend for a Recre-
ation Shared Services coordinator; pay-
ing a stipend for a Public Works Shared
Services coordinator; jointly purchasing
recreation scheduling software to more
accurately track the use, scheduling,
maintenance, and resting of school and
community ball fields; and jointly pur-
chasing field maintenance equipment.

“It’s really been exciting to be a part
of this,” said Mayor Jung, who pointed
out that much of the work of the Coordi-
nating Council has been supported by
grant monies from the state and county.

The biggest project on the table is the
renovation of the fields at Park Middle School.

“Because Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
the Board of Education were willing to
partner on a project to develop fields
within our community,” explained Mayor
Jung, “we qualified for funding under
Union County’s Field of Dreams pro-
gram. Each entity received a $100,000
grant that it had to match, giving us a
base of $600,000 to work with.”

Bids are currently being accepted for
the project.

“The Coordinating Council represents
a totally new approach to shared services,
and I’m proud to represent Fanwood as a
member,” said the mayor. “It offers all
three governing bodies a means of keep-
ing the lines of communication open. It
took initiative and vision for Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and the Board of Education
to make a commitment to the concept of
sharing services where it is cost effective
and of benefit to taxpayers. I believe
we’re seeing some really good results.”

Mayor Jung is running for re-election
on Tuesday, November 4 for his second
term as Mayor of the Borough of Fanwood.

 

Q.  Do you want to better manage your income and expenses? 
 

A.  Everyone needs a financial plan to provide ongoing security and stability for themselves and  
          their family.  However, for a plan to be effective, it must have an underlying budget that is  
          sound and workable.  To see how easy it is to implement a personal household budget, please 
          call or e-mail me to arrange for a free initial consultation in your home. 
         
          Mitchell Sandak 
 

 
            
 
         Sandak Budgetary Systems 
         Personal Budgetary & Financial Planning for the 21st Century 

908.317.9845                                                                               mksandak_sBs@msn.com 
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New Jersey AFL-CIO
Endorses Asm. Green

PLAINFIELD – The New Jersey State
AFL-CIO (American Federation of Labor
- Congress of Industrial Organizations)
has once again endorsed Assemblyman
Jerry Green of Plainfield for re-election,
and has also endorsed his 22nd Legislative
District Democratic running mates As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
and Senator Joseph Suliga of Linden.

“We have consistently endorsed As-
semblyman Green because he has al-
ways supported the needs of New Jersey’s
working families,” said state AFL-CIO
president Charles Wowkanech. “In the
current legislative session, he earned a
95 percent rating on the issues most
important to us.”

The New Jersey State AFL-CIO is
composed of 1,000 affiliated local unions
with more than one million members. It
is committed to voter registration, voter
education and voter mobilization for the
Tuesday, November 4 election.

“I’m very proud of this endorsement,”
said Assemblyman Green. “I have always
been committed to doing whatever I can to
help working families meet their needs for
adequate housing, child care and quality
education. I’m looking forward to con-
tinuing to work with leaders of New Jersey’s
labor movement in the future.”

Assemblyman Green, who serves as
Deputy Speaker of the New Jersey General
Assembly, also chairs the Assembly Com-
mittee on Housing and Local Government.
He has been a State Assemblyman since
1991, and was previously a member of the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
In addition to Plainfield, the 22nd

Legislative District includes Clark,
Dunellen, Fanwood, Green Brook, Lin-
den, Middlesex, North Plainfield,
Rahway, Scotch Plains and Winfield.

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Peter Echausse Newsletter
Keeps First Ward Informed

tributes to the newsletter. Councilman
Echausse focuses on the five or six im-
portant issues facing the town, and pro-
vides an update on the progress being
made in each area.

For example, one topic is the town
budget, in which he explains exactly why
taxes went up and by how much. Another
is capital projects, in which he lets resi-
dents know what streets will be repaved
and what streets are targeted in the future.
Public safety, parking and traffic calming
initiatives are some of the other areas of
focus in First Ward news.

Councilman Echausse said he encour-
ages his constituents to contact him with
any questions and concerns, or with any
feedback on his newsletter, which is
paid for by his campaign fund.

He can be reached via email at
pechausse@comcast.net.

“Many of the best ideas we get on
Town Council come directly from our
constituents,” said Councilman Echausse.
“I hope that my newsletter not only in-
forms first ward residents, but encour-
ages them to become more involved with
Town issues by contacting me or attend-
ing council or committee meetings.”

WESTFIELD – Since becoming
Westfield’s First Ward Councilman in 2000,
Republican Peter Echausse has made com-
munications with his constituents a corner-
stone of his public service philosophy.

Now, as he campaigns for re-election
knocking on neighbors’ doors, Council-
man Echausse hopes that the dialogue
he’s worked so hard to develop with
residents translates into continued sup-
port at the voting booth in November.

“It’s been my experience on Town
Council that although I may not agree
with every one of my constituents, I can
still respect their opinions and be honest
and forthright about my own. I’ve tried to
do that these last several years and have
done my best to keep my constituents
informed about what is going on at Town
Council meetings and where I stand on
the issues,” said Councilman Echausse.

A big component of Councilman
Echausse’s communication strategy has
been the distribution of the first ward
newsletter, which he hand delivers to his
constituents once every year, usually in
the late Spring/early Summer.

This year, he was joined by First Ward
Councilman Sal Caurana, who now con-

See more political releases on Page 16
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Reader Responds to
Recent A&E Editorial,
‘Just An Assignment’
Thank you for your critic of the pic-

ture of the Sacred Heart in the Septem-
ber 4 edition of The Westfield Leader.
Your comments were well written. How-
ever, I would like to express on excep-
tion. When Mr. Elins defended his posi-
tion by, “When I’m given an assign-
ment, I do the best job that I can.” Your
response to his completing the task was:
“I have deduced that he was just doing
the task he was given.” Question: When
do we begin to challenge an assignment
if it is wrong or offensive? Do we justify
it by saying, “it’s just an assignment.”
Maybe this is a problem, or an excuse,
for a lot of us. I guess it is easier to say,
“it’s just an assignment” rather than
“No, this is wrong to do.”

Thank you for listening.

Ronald Kelber
Westfield

FW Resident Feels Developer
Should Put Up $1 Mill. Bond

This is in response to a September 4
letter to The Times where Council Presi-
dent Joel Whitaker would have us be-
lieve that all is well with the redevelop-
ment plan because we have a “profes-
sional” planner advising the governing
body.

Is this the same “professional” plan-
ner who, at a planning board meeting,
proclaimed to the residents of Fanwood
that the redevelopment plan would not
result in any increases in property taxes
and that revenue would exceed expenses.
Then, when a resident asked the “profes-
sional” planner if he would guarantee
his statement, the “professional” plan-
ner said, “no.” Perhaps the only thing
more disturbing than his response was
the fact that members of the planning
board, the planning board attorney,
Mayor Louis Jung and Councilman
Whitaker didn’t even ‘blink an eye’ when
the “professional” planner did such a
remarkable about face.

Apparently, such conduct is accept-

able to Mayor Jung and Councilman
Whitaker since the “professional” plan-
ner continues to be retained. I think it is
fair to say that for the vast majority of
Fanwood residents such conduct is un-
acceptable.

But, let’s give the “professional” plan-
ner a second chance. Very simply, the
“professional” planner and/or his firm
should put up a $1 million bond. If any
time during a ten year period after the
last redevelopment unit is occupied, the
number of school age children exceed
20, the $1 million will be forfeited to the
Borough of Fanwood. If the “profes-
sional” planner refuses to put up the
bond, then his services should be termi-
nated.

Then we will look to Councilman
Whitaker to put up the $1 million bond.
If he refuses then he should resign. Just
once, let’s see someone put their money
where their mouth is and not the taxpay-
ers’.

I continue to await a copy of the draft
agreement between the borough and
Landmark Communities regarding the
redevelopment. I was originally told it
should be available by the end of Au-
gust. It is now the middle of September.
Somehow, I suspect the document will
not see the light of day until after the
election.

Peter Torgersen
Fanwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Guttate – Spotted, as with drops
2. Sepelition – Burial; interment
3. Thill – A shaft to which a horse is

hitched to a wagon
4. Dirdum – A loud outcry of blame or

rebuke

UBERTY
1. Abundance
2. Pure; fresh
3. Balance; stablility
4. Pride; haughtiness

DEPILATION
1. Grief; misery
2. A beating or whipping with a stick

or club
3. The act of or process of removing

hair from the body
4. A condition of progressive emacia-

tion
TZIGANE

1. A Hungarian gypsy
2. Mentally ill; insane
3. In South Africa, an outsider; a

foreigner
4. A laborer; member of the working

class
KATABASIS

1. The cessation of natural selection in
generation

2. Hibernating or burrowing
3. A sudden pulling back or retreating
4. A retreat to the sea

The Best Way to
Stop Speeding

Is to Write Tickets
I did not need an item buried on page

10 of the September 18 Leader to know
that there is never any speed enforce-
ment on my street, Willow Grove Road.

According to this “Speed Enforce-
ment Stats” for the month of August,
Lawrence Avenue received 11 warnings
and 23 summonses while Willow Grove
Road received 0 warnings and 1 sum-
mons.

For years I have been questioning the
lack of police presence on Willow Grove.
Police presence on Willow Grove is
non-existent. The speeding on Willow
Grove Road is out of control which
presents a significant danger to school
children walking to and from school
twice a day.

There is also a steady stream of people
walking and biking with young children
and their pets. Being very close to
Tamaques Park adds to the number of
people on the sidewalks and crossing the
streets.

I drive down Lawrence Avenue from
time to time and I rarely see even 1/10th
the number of people that I encounter on
Willow Grove Road daily.

I still firmly believe in the tried and
true method of speed control – write
tickets!

Dona Monroe
Westfield

Delays in NJ Transit Cause
Problems for Commuters
By MICHAEL M. SHAPIRO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New Jersey Transit advertises it-
self as “the way to go.” Unfortu-
nately, many residents of the area
who commute to work each day
aboard New Jersey Transit trains, are
experiencing numerous delays and
shoddy service, raising serious ques-
tions as to the legitimacy of New
Jersey Transit’s advertising.

As fares for riding New Jersey
Transit trains continue to rise, people
expect train service to be commen-
surate. For the majority of commut-
ers, the New Jersey Transit train sys-
tem is failing and there is a growing
need for improvements.

When there is inclement weather,
whether it is a drop of rain or a foot
of snow, the trains are often delayed.
Other days, the trains are delayed for
reasons unknown, aggravating com-
muters and resulting in a significant
loss of work and social productivity.
In July, commuters experienced so
many delays that New Jersey Transit
took the unprecedented step of offer-
ing a fifteen percent rebate to July
monthly pass holders. While the July
rebates were welcome, delays con-
tinue to be a problem, causing great
frustration to the commuting public.

On many trains, the electronic
message boards are incorrect. On
others, the automatic announcements
are faulty, causing confusion and
anxiety among commuters. When
the trains are running properly, they
are often overcrowded, with many
commuters being forced to stand for
the entire trip. On other trains, de-
spite the train being overcrowded,
the back of the train is empty but
barred from being utilized by com-
muters.

Commuters have begun to vocal-
ize the angst they feel about their
transit experiences. Westfield resi-
dent Andrew Wasserman, a daily
commuter from Westfield to New
York City commented, “It seems that
almost on a daily basis there is some
delay or another, both going and
coming, at nearly any time of the

day.”
Mr. Wasserman would like to see

improvements to New Jersey Tran-
sit: “It is very frustrating and particu-
larly burdensome for those on lines
like Westfield where you have to
transfer in Newark and therefore en-
counter twice as many delays,” he
said.

Other commuters echoed Mr.
Wasserman’s comments, expressing
a desire to see improvements in the
New Jersey Transit system. One com-
muter, who preferred to remain
anonymous, stated that commuters
feel “powerless to change the sys-
tem” since the train is “really the best
form of transportation” and that there
“are no viable alternatives.”

Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
7) agreed that the train is important
to the lives of many New Jersey
residents, stating, “We live in one of
the most highly populated regions in
the country. Mass transit is crucial to
people’s everyday lives.”

Commenting on the problems en-
countered by commuters riding New
Jersey Transit, Congressman
Ferguson, commented: “I believe that
NJ Transit does a great job with the
resources they have.”

However, Rep. Ferguson also dis-
cussed that change was afoot. “In the
coming months, the major surface
transportation bill will be coming to
the House floor. Between now and
then, I will continue to work with the
delegation to ensure that New Jersey
gets its fair share of federal transpor-
tation dollars,” Rep. Ferguson stated.

The efforts of our elected leaders
in improving mass transportation in
New Jersey are needed and welcome.

The New Jersey Transit train sys-
tem has come a long way since its
inception. The availability of more
trains and the inception of express
trains have helped meet a growing
demand for mass transportation in
the State. However, there is obvi-
ously work to be done to create a
mass transit system that meets the
needs of New Jersey residents, par-
ticularly those who live in our area.

Being Prepared For
Emergency Is Very

Important And Timely
Your article entitled “Mock Emer-

gency Disaster Tests County Readiness”
covered a very important issue in today’s
society. Being prepared for a nation wide
or even a local disaster is very impor-
tant. After September 11, 2001 we all
learned that terrorist attacks do not just
happen in the Middle East, they happen
here, and close to home.

On September 11, 2002 we as a com-
munity learned that tragedies can hap-
pen right around the through the death of
Greta Schoenemann, who was tragically
killed when a fallen tree branch struck
her while eating lunch at Westfield High
School. Through these tests, emergency
workers learned the kinks that need to be
worked out.

I, as a member of this community feel
much safer knowing that our town and
county have an emergency program. It is
important for residents to feel safe in
their town and county and I feel that
Westfield, along with Union County, is
making us all feel much safer and even
prepared for the worst. Tragedies and
attacks are often unavoidable but the
important thing is aiding the injured and
condensing the damage.

Katie Newingham
Westfield

From Sports, Our Children Learn
Espirit De Corps and Character

It’s great that our towns provide and encourage our
youth to be the best they can be – academically,
artistically, socially and athletically – to become
good, well rounded adults.

Teachers strive for excellence from their students, de-
manding that they perform at the top of their game. This
is done in a positive sense and by building self-esteem.

Our schools also have a great range of athletic
programs. The students and the teams excel through-
out the state in many — including football, soccer,
swimming, wrestling, lacrosse, track and golf, to
name a few.

Participation and training for athletics requires
hard work, spirit, dedication, enthusiasm, character,
teamwork and fight. It’s different than book learn-
ing, that’s why we have it.

Sports helps round out the individual. They learn
espirit de corps, teamwork and how to get along with
many different types of people. Later on in life, one
might find that sports experience helps them contend
with challenges of life that inevitably arise.

At times, there may be some negative aspects to
how some parents, coaches and students participate
in sports – but this can be controlled. In the zeal that
is natural and needed with competition, sometimes
some may become a little bent out of shape. It could
be a losing moment, recognition of one individual
rather than another, who got to play what position –
several such situations.

This is where the character building comes for
everyone – how to deal with emotion and contro-
versy. So, we need to make sure that everyone sets a

good example for the students – in winning and
losing. Fortunately, we don’t have much of a prob-
lem with that here.

One thing that we’ve been told is that participating
in a variety of sports, rather than an exclusionary
focus year-round on just one sport, makes for a better
educational and growth experience. We agree.

Also, we think that staying with your high school
team and friends, rather than jumping to a private or
specialized club or traveling team, can be a better
educational experience.

Specialist parents, organizations, and participants
can become too driven at times to only win – even to
the point of tolerating negative coaching and de-
meaning treatment of the young athletes. Also,
focusing on just one area at a young age may deprive
the individual of a full, rich education necessary for
later on in life. It can lead to burnout, too.

With this good balance in education, our high
school graduates have a superior college bound
record from all the hard work put in by students,
parents, coaches and teachers alike. Very impor-
tantly, they succeed in higher education, become
good citizens and turn into healthy individuals.

There seems to be positive reinforcement, bal-
anced with discipline and backed up by special help
when needed. It’s a delicate mix.

Community support and involvement mean much
to young athletes. Kudos goes this week to Cranford
in that we noticed more of their fans showed up in
Westfield, than from Westfield, at the football game.

Let’s play ball! What do you think?

Quote of The Week
From Maureen Kehoe Rothfelder,

Westfield Council Candidate 1st Ward

“I am opposed to the current
redevelopment plan for both the
North and South side parking decks
because I think it will create more
problems than it will solve.

I will always be opposed to a
North side parking deck at the
Elm/Prospect location because it
will exacerbate downtown traffic
problems, increase risk to pedes-
trians and spillover into residen-
tial neighborhoods and school
zones. The Rialto location is a
better site, if a second deck is
needed at all, because it is located
along two main corridors, East
Broad Street and North Avenue
and doesn’t require driving through
the downtown core.

Any parking deck on the South
side should be limited in scope to
meeting current demands for com-
muter parking and whatever needs
are presented by the neighbors
themselves. On-street parking for
existing businesses should be en-
hanced. Public park and perfor-
mance space should be added
around the train station building
to enhance aesthetics, and to per-
mit neighborhood events and at-
tract all town residents to the South
side as residents currently are to
events like Festifall on the North
side.

All projects should be limited in
height and size to blend with the
existing streetscape as much as
possible. Real redevelopment does
something for a neighborhood, not
to a neighborhood.”

Courtesy of
www.westfieldredevelopment.com/
candidates.htm

Questions Are Clarified
Regarding Upcoming
SMAsquerade Party

The officers of the New Jersey Chap-
ter of FightSMA extend their sincere
thanks to The Westfield Leader for sup-
porting SMAsquerade; the response from
the article has been overwhelming.
However, many callers had questions
that we’d like to take this opportunity to
clarify.

First, Patrick Higgins is a first grade
student in Westfield who suffers from
Spinal Muscular Atrophy. We are hold-
ing a SMAsquerade on October 25 at the
James Ward Mansion in Westfield. In-
vitations to the event will be mailed out
shortly. If you do not receive an invita-
tion but would like to attend, please call
908-789-9167.

Attendance is obviously open to any-
one who wishes to support this worth-
while effort. All proceeds will go di-
rectly to FightSMA, a national not-for-
profit foundation with the goal of accel-
erating scientific research and develop-
ment aimed at finding therapeutic treat-
ments, and eventually a cure, for spinal
muscular atrophy.

Anyone who is unable to attend
SMAsquerade, but would still like to
make a donation, may do so by sending
a check payable to FightSMA. Our mail-
ing address:  Patrick’s
Buddies/FightSMA, P.O. Box 2995,
Westfield, NJ 07091.

For more information, we refer you
to:  www.fightsma.com. And of course
you are more than welcome to speak
with any of the officers of the New
Jersey Chapter of Fight SMA when you
see us around town. See you October 25!

Officers of FightSMA:
Maureen Higgins
Margaret Kuehn

Nancy Murray
Mary Jane Prybylski

Kimberly Rhodes
Lisa Simcox;

Westfield

Cellular Phones Should
Be Turned Off During
Inappropriate Times
Last week I attended the wake and

funeral of my cousin Ralph who tragi-
cally died at the age of 57. Ralph was
happily married for 38 years and he and
Sis raised three beautiful children and
enjoyed countless hours with their grand-
children. As tragic and as senseless as
his death was, I became enraged at the
lack of common sense and common cour-
tesy that some people displayed while
paying their respects to Ralph and his
family. While the priest was in atten-
dance at the funeral home bestowing a
blessing upon Ralph and offering some
words of comfort to the family, on three
separate occasions, cell phones rang.
During the funeral mass the following
day, cell phones rang thoughout the ser-
vice. What could be so important in our
lives or in their lives that the cell phone
has to be on during such an extremely
emotional and sensitive time?

I’ve often heard the announcement at
theaters whereby they ask that all cell
phones be turned off during the perfor-
mance and I’ve always thought to my-
self and asked myself why people have
to be reminded to do that. In reality of
things it’s a no-brainer, you would think.
I now know why people have to be
reminded of that simple task…because
they are too ignorant to figure it out
themselves.

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

Please Respect Block Party Street
Barricades For Children’s Safety

Saturday, September 20, we hosted
our annual block party on Summit Av-
enue. We received permission from the
town and were told that we could close
the street at 1 p.m. At 12:58 p.m., I began
blocking off the street with the barri-
cades.

The children are giddy every year
about the block party. As the street is
blocked, they have a “free pass” for the
day to ride bikes, scooters, Big Wheels,
skateboards, etc. with no flack or wor-
ries.

As I drove up, a line formed of young
children on the sidewalks waiting for the
process to be complete. I placed the
barricades, and I could hear little voices
yelling things like “He’s closing it off!”
or “He’s almost done!”

At 1:10 p.m., Summit Avenue was
blocked off and no sooner was the street
filled with every type of child transpor-
tation device imaginable.

At 1:12 p.m., the first car to ignore the
barricades came down our street. I walked
into the street to see who this person was.
When I asked, “Can I help you?” the
individual said, “I was just trying to
drive through.”

I said, “The street is closed for our
block party, and the kids are out on their
bikes. Didn’t you see the barricades?”
My question was returned with a blank
stare, and the individual slowly made
her way to the bottom of our street.

At 1:18 p.m., a warning went up from

the mass of kids, and I turned to see a
convoy of large trucks now coming down
our street. They were from a company
called “Don’s Tree Service.” In addition
to two large cherry pickers each towing
large shredding tools, there were two
pickup trucks carrying crews of men.

I stopped one of the large trucks and
asked “Didn’t you see the barricades?” I
was greeted with a familiar blank stare
and a shrug of the shoulders.

By 2 p.m., my neighbors and I had
encountered six more vehicles that, de-
spite the barricades, came down our
street – even though there were kids
everywhere.

We were amazed. Not just because
people were being so disrespectful, but
because it was just plain dangerous. One
woman literally drove down the street
smiling. This was not a joke.

It’s no secret that when there are bar-
ricades on a street, it means said street is
closed. I know that this can be inconve-
nient when one is are trying to accom-
plish an errand, etc. Nonetheless, those
are the rules and no matter how impor-
tant your errands may be, no one is above
the rules.

I just want to say to you all; please pay
attention. I could care less about myself,
but the kids on our street were put in
danger numerous times. Before going
around barricades, think about the kids.

Patrick Cerria
Westfield
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Beginning this Autumn, the Northside Trattoria will play host
to some of the finest jazz ensembles in New Jersey.

On the second Wednesday of every month you are cordially
invited to join us for a four course dinner followed by an
evening of jazz.

The evening will commence with a four-course dinner
beginning at 6:30pm.  Music will follow from 8:00-10:00pm.
Guests will be served an assortment of appetizers, a
seasonal salad, a choice of entrees tailor-made for each
event, desserts and cappuccino or espresso.

RESERVATIONS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
e-mail: wychwoodcatering@aol.com

dinner served at 6:30pm     music from 8:00 - 10:00pm

TRATTORIA

 

Dates: October 8th, ‘03

November 12th, ‘03 • December 10th, ‘03

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DIGIOIA

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *
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Area Houses of Worship Strive
To Mix Change with Tradition

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times polled several
local religious leaders to ask what the
most important features were of a suc-
cessful house of worship and what they
considered to be the major changes,
which their houses of worship have en-
countered in the past 30 years.

Many of the religious leaders agreed
that one of the most significant changes
in the past 30 years has been the intro-
duction of computer technology into the
operations of their business procedures.
The Internet has revolutionized the way
that houses of worship attract congrega-
tions, market themselves and communi-
cate with their communities, several lo-
cal pastors told The Leader and The
Times.

In addition to networking their office
operations, many of the local churches
and synagogues have a web site to share
their messages with the community.
Some also hire an independent company
to design graphically appealing web sites,
while others have members or personnel
who are computer-literate.

Evangel Church in Scotch Plains is an
example of a church, which utilizes the
web to not only share their hours of
operation, but also their programs,
events, creed and beliefs. Temple Sholom
of Fanwood publishes their history as
well as their monthly newsletter on the
web, in addition to special events spon-
sored by the Temple. E-mail is also
another tool available to congregants
and the community to communicate di-
rectly with many houses of worship and
their religious leaders.

The Pastor of Evangel, Pastor Kevin
Brennan, who is also Chairman of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium,
told The Leader/Times that another sig-
nificant decision, which most houses of
worship have had to deal with, has been
whether or not to introduce contempo-
rary music in order to attract younger
people or hold onto more traditional
hymns and instruments. Many churches,
such as Evangel, Redeemer Lutheran in
Westfield, Temple Sholom in Fanwood
and Willow Grove in Scotch Plains now
have gospel rock music on certain nights
or blended into their weekly, religious
services.

Pastor Brennan said that older
congregants sometimes find this trou-
bling and have expressed their dismay
over the transition to contemporary gos-
pel. However, he pointed out that this
change was a necessary adaptation in
order to attract younger adults and keep
the congregation growing.

Houses of worship and their leaders
have also had to change their focus to
more relevant issues, Pastor Brennan

pointed out. Pastors and Rabbis have
had to become more open-minded in
order to serve the community in a per-
missive society. Issues such as sexual
preference, abortion, date-rape and drug-
use have become more common topics
addressed during sermons and in coun-
seling sessions. Churches of 20 or 30
years ago were much more reluctant to
deal with these issues publicly, he said.
Some churches have revised their posi-
tion on some of these issues, to the
dismay of some congregants.

Programming has also been revolu-
tionized for most local churches in re-
cent years. The Interim Pastor and Min-
ister of Education of the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church, Chaz Huchinson, said
that the Church holds a “Nick at Night”
adult movie program, which discusses
the moral values of old TV sit-coms and
relates them to Bible lessons.

“We maintain a nostalgia for the past,
while also incorporating new technol-
ogy,” Pastor Huchison said.

Mountainside Chapel also has a movie
program, showing clips from movies,
then discussing Bible solutions to mod-
ern-day, moral dilemmas and behaviors
exhibited in these films, explained
Mountainside’s Director of Ministries,
Nick Campagna.

The Interim Pastor of Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church, George Betz, stated
that he does “whatever it takes,” includ-
ing changing the music, the service and
the programs to attract new congregants.
He equated changing the music from
traditional to contemporary to “jumping
into ice water” for some of the core
congregants. He related that he has used
both Beethoven and Willie Nelson mu-
sic during sermons to get his messages
across and to appeal to a wider audience.

Following the “whatever it takes” strat-
egy, Mountainside Chapel constructed a
giant, skate-board and biker park, in-
cluding an eight-foot high quarter-pipe
with ramps and grind-rails to attract
more youngsters to church. The church
featured a contemporary band during a
skateboard and biker party.

Another innovative program, which
Mountainside Chapel conducted, was
their teen trip to Mexico, where they
cleaned up parks and evangelized door-
to-door.

“We wanted to show our kids another
culture, while really impacting the
younger community,” Pastor Nick
Campagna expressed.

Pastor Brennan uses video clips, dra-
matic presentations and power point
slides relevant to each sermon in order to
keep Sunday services lively and inter-
esting.

Another major change in houses of
worship has been the level of education
attained by many religious leaders, who

have completed graduate studies or have
their doctorates in theology as well as
being computer literate and skilled in
business procedures and marketing strat-
egies.

To assist churches with their growth
and marketing strategies, the Alban In-
stitute, out of Maryland, is just one ex-
ample of a consulting firm which pro-
vides experts in marketing skills and
other topics relevant to operating suc-
cessful houses of worship. The Institute
provides religious leaders with high-
tech marketing tools, such as databases
of statistics, to help churches and syna-
gogues determine their strengths, weak-
nesses and needs in order to grow.

Other changes involve a higher rate of
people who have to work on Sundays
and many more people out of work,
which affects congregation sizes and
donations. In order to accommodate
people who must work on Sundays, many
local churches now hold a mid-week
service one evening a week.

Several local pastors concurred with
Jane Rockman, the Pastor of All Saint’s
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains, that
Sunday sports games for children has
greatly cut into the size of their Sunday
morning congregations. Father Donald
Hummel of St. Bartholomew’s Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains has also seen
the Sunday School numbers diminish
greatly in the past 20 years, while he has
observed that more people are in need of
assistance from their food pantry.

Father Hummel as well as most of the
other religious leaders have also wit-
nessed a significant change in the cul-
tural diversity of their congregations,
which they all agreed was exciting and
added a richness to their worship ser-
vices.

Fewer people are able to give gener-
ously in these economically tough times
said Pastor Paul Kritsch, the Senior Pas-
tor at Redeemer Lutheran in Westfield.
However, those who can give are giving
more, he said. He has observed that
stewardship in services, time and dona-
tions is up, despite the economic crunch.

A poll of several local churches and
synagogues revealed a mixed bag of
financial situations, with some houses
of worship prospering, while others ad-
mitted they were in financial distress.

The Rev. Dr. Christopher Beldem,
Senior Pastor at Mountainside Presbyte-
rian Church, believes that creating a
sense of community with good, human
connections is still the most important
characteristic a church can embody. Their
congregation remains strong in num-
bers, which Rev. Beldem attributes to
charismatic leaders and a warm, wel-
coming sense of community.

Most of the religious leaders agreed
that in times of personal crisis, a
congregant wants a warm, caring per-
son to go to and doesn’t care whether
the building is networked to the web or
what kind of music is played on Sun-
days. Pastors and Rabbis alike said
that being available during times of
family crisis, being faithful to their
message and giving congregants a sense
of hope and community were the most
important criteria for a successful
house of worship.

The Historic Stage House Inn
At The Heart of Scotch Plains

By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“A village with no inn at its heart is like
a mill without a stream,” proclaimed
Marion Nicholl Rawson in Under the
Blue Hills, her account of the history of
Scotch Plains. But it was not until 1737 –
more than 50 years after the first settlers
came to Scotch Plains – that the Stage
House Inn would be built and serve as the
center of the colonial village.

In the 17th century, the first inns were
called “ordinaries” and heavily regu-
lated by the British, who ordered in
1668, that each town have an ordinary to
provide lodging for weary travelers.

The earliest ordinaries were usually
just two rooms – the first was for the
landlord, while the second doubled as a
bar and restaurant during the day and
sleeping quarters for the guests at night.
During the 18th century, these establish-
ments, which were now more commonly
referred to as inns, became more sophis-
ticated, but still had separate entrances
for the family and the public.

Entertainment at the inns was restricted
by law, with activities such as gamecock

fighting, cards, dice and billiards pro-
hibited. Intoxication was frowned upon
in colonial days and the serving of “Jer-
sey Lighting” – over-aged apple cider –
was forbidden in ordinaries and inns, in
favor of whiskey or wine from Great
Britain.

The Inn, which we now know as the
Stage House, was built by John Sutton in
1737, although some portions of the
building may date back to the 1680’s.
However, it did not gain prominence
until it became a regular stop on the
“Swift Sure Stage Line,” which was
organized in 1769 and ran on the newly
completed Old York Road (which fol-
lowed Route 22 at this point) between
New York and Philadelphia.

According to Early Taverns and Stage-
coach Lines in New Jersey, by Walter H.
Van Hoesen, the “swift” thirty-hour trip
included one overnight stop in Centerville
(Readington), as well as frequent stops
for rest, change of horses and lunch.

In 1801, the stages ran six times a
week, at a fare of $5 per person. The line
also received a contract from the Post
Office to carry the mail, while the Inn

served as the township’s first post of-
fice. The original wooden letter boxes
used at the Inn are on display at the
Osborne-Cannon Ball House museum
on Front Street, operated by the Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

During the Revolutionary War, the Inn
was owned by a man named Marselis, and
as such was called the “Marselis” or
Marseillious.” Because of its central loca-
tion between New York and Philadelphia,
the Inn is said to have hosted many a general
and other dignitaries, including General
Marquis de Lafayette, and is marked on a
map used by the Continental Army.

In 1788, the property was sold to
Recompence Stanbury, once Sergeant
of Dragoons in Jersey’s rebel forces and
later a Freeholder. The Inn stayed in the
hands of the Stanbury family until 1821,
with the death of Jacob Stanbury.

Mrs. Rawson tells the story of one of
the Inn’s more unscrupulous owners,
Peter Davis, who in 1831, robbed the
home of a well known farmer and mur-
dered him, in the now deserted Feltville
village. Davis bound the victim, named
Baldy Roll (pronounced Rawl), and left
him for dead, outside in an icy puddle of
water. Despite hearing his cries for help,
Roll’s wife was too frightened to come
to his aid until morning, after Baldy had
already succumbed to the cold. It was
also on property owned by Baltus (Baldy)
Roll, that the Baltusrol Golf Club was
built in 1895.

In the early years, the Inn played an
important role as a stop on the stage
coach line and also as a popular meeting
place for rebels during the Revolution-
ary War. According to Mrs. Rawson, the
villagers of Scotch Plains would gather
at the Inn when the stage coaches ar-
rived, to hear the latest news from around
the state. Since inns were often used for
town meetings, it was likely a common
gathering place for the villagers.

With the coming of the rail line in the
1830’s, and the resultant demise of the
stage line, the Inn lost its place as the hub
of the community. Its reputation was
also likely impacted by a local “Temper-
ance Society” formed in 1831 by influ-
ential townspeople. The Inn subsequently
served as a hotel, a bar, and a teen center
for a short period. At one point, it even
faced possible demolition. After escap-
ing that unthinkable fate, we can now
enjoy its rustic charm while dining at
The Stage House Restaurant - which has
received four star reviews from the New
York Times and was ranked in 2003 as
the best restaurant in North Jersey, by
the readers of New Jersey Magazine.

CHAMBER SUPPORTS HISTORY...The Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) donated their proceeds from the Car Show in August to the
Westfield Historical Society (WHS) to further the society’s work. Pictured
above, from the left: John Weiting, WHS Trustee, looks on as WACC President
Diane Barabas presents a check to WHS President Don Mokrauer, accompa-
nied by Robert Miller of WHS.

yoga
center

jivana

yoga
center

jivana

Focus on breathing provides extraordinary healing
on a physical, emotional and mental level, helps
oxygenating the blood, lowering blood pressure,

diminishing the stress response and amplify energy
levels, thus achieving a positive outlook on life.

908-654-5379

Discover Total Health!

Your Body Will                 You For It!

Cell: 908-591-6505

Mat and Reformer

Pilates Fitness
Tone and sculpt your entire body and lose weight, all at the same time.

Controlled movements that guarantee to shape and sculpt long lean muscle.

CUSTOM fi   ness
•Cardio •Sport Specifics for Teens & Adults •Body Building

•Weight Management •Seniors •Nutrition

Lisa Spector -

908-654-5379
Cell: 908-499-1669

Westfield Spine Center, P.C.

CUSTOM
fi   ness
and Pilates Studio

Proprietor,
Certified Personal Trainer

Come Meet Our Personal Trainers

Open 7 Days  • 5 am till 10 pm

Westfield Spine Center, P.C.
Dr. Joseph M. Diorio, D.C.

Board Certified Chiropractic Physician

Headaches
Neck Pain

Shoulder Pain
Low / Mid Back Pain

Arm / Hand Pain
Sciatica

Accident & Sports
Related Injuries

Entire Family Care
Pain Management

Carpal Tunnel

State-Of-The-Art
Diagnostic Equipment

High Speed X-RayComputerized
Spinal Analysis

Multi-Functional Tables
To Assure Comfort & Safety

908-232-0500

235 Elmer Street, Westfield

WESTFIELD AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Is pleased to announce the first in a series of:

BUSINESS WORKSHOPS
& NETWORKING MEETINGS

“Creating Satisfied Customers”
“How to turn your prospects into raving fans!”

 Wednesday, October 14th from 6:00-8:30pm

 UBS Financial Services, 109 North Ave., Westfield

 RSVP requested by October 3rd to (908) 233-3021

$20 for members, $30 for non-members

Keep your eyes open for future monthly topics & dates!

Proceeds support

The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Scholarship Fund

Classifieds
Buy/Sell InPrint & on the ‘Net
goleader.com/classifieds

District 21 Delegation Calls
For Law Protecting Disabled

TRENTON – Senator Thomas Kean,
Jr. and Assemblymen Eric Muñoz, M.D.
and Jon Bramnick called on Governor
James McGreevey September 17 to sign
into law legislation that will protect
New Jersey’s disabled citizens in the
event of a life-threatening situation.

Noting that the proposed law has
been awaiting the Governor’s signature
since June 30, the legislative delegation
said the bill, also known as Danielle’s
Law, would require certain staff work-
ing with individuals with developmen-
tal disabilities or traumatic brain injury
to call the 9-1-1 emergency telephone
service in the case of life-threatening
emergencies.

Legislators Kean, Muñoz and
Bramnick, who helped shepherd the
bill through the Legislature, said the
bill would represent a critical step to-
ward providing greater accountability
for the care and treatment of some of
New Jersey’s most vulnerable citizens.

Danielle’s Law honors the memory
of Danielle J. Gruskowski, a 32-year-
old Carteret woman who suffered from
Rett Syndrome and was a resident in a
state facility. After reportedly having
difficulty breathing and suffering from
a 105 degree fever, she was brought first
to a doctor’s office and then admitted
into the hospital, where she died two
hours later.

Senator Kean, the prime sponsor of
the proposal in the Senate, said, “We
need to make sure that no other indi-
vidual in New Jersey suffers the fate of
Danielle due to inadequate procedures
and improperly trained staff.

“Danielle’s Law needs to be signed
immediately so that facilities can un-
dertake corrective actions as soon as

possible. We will not allow Danielle to
have died in vain,” he added.

Dr. Muñoz, the Assembly sponsor
and a trauma surgeon, noted, “Quick
response when dealing with life-threat-
ening situations can make all the differ-
ence. A delay in calling 9-1-1 is time
that critically ill patients cannot afford
to lose.”

In addition to their work on Danielle’s
Law, the District 21 legislators have
also advocated for a review of the use of
restraints and seclusion as forms of treat-
ment for developmentally disabled in-
dividuals.

“Our state has a responsibility to all
parents and guardians who place their
sons and daughters in the care of others
to ensure that their children’s needs are
being met and that their safety and
welfare is never in question and never in
jeopardy,” added Assemblyman
Bramnick.

Danielle’s Law was unanimously ap-
proved by the General Assembly on
June 23, and then approved by the Sen-
ate on June 30 by a vote of 39-0.
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Carmen and George Goldbeck

Mr. and Mrs. Goldbeck
Feted For 50th Anniversary

Library Reveals Programs
Geared to People Fifty-Plus

A surprise party was held on Sat-
urday, April 5, at The Chanticler in
Short Hills to celebrate the 50th
wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs.
George P. Goldbeck of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Goldbeck and the former Miss
Carmen Vicente were married on
April 18, 1953 in Brooklyn, N.Y.

The anniversary reception was
hosted by their children and their
families. Eighty-five family mem-
bers and friends attended, including
Mrs. Goldbeck’s 94-year-old

mother, Josephine Vicente.
 Mr. Goldbeck retired as Presi-

dent of the Insurance Management
Group in 1996 after 25 years of
service. Mrs. Goldbeck is a home-
maker.

The couple has three children,
Paul Goldbeck of Winston-Salem,
N.C., Joanne Mortimer and her hus-
band, Glenn, of Mountainside and
Robert Goldbeck and his wife,
Kathy, also of Mountainside. They
also have six grandchildren.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will offer a new series
of programs geared for people over
age 50. Entitled “TGIF+ Fridays” (for
Thank Goodness I’m Fifty Plus), it
will feature a variety of educational
and fun topics.

The series will take place on Fri-
days at 10:30 a.m. in the Meeting
Room of the library, located at 550
East Broad Street.  Light refreshments
will be served.

Some programs may require ad-
vance registration.  Each program is
free, but participants must be Westfield
Library cardholders.

Topics for the TGIF+ Series for the
fall are as follows:

October 3 – “Talk and Sing-a-long:
A Salute to Irving Berlin.” Program
leader Allan Kleiman will spotlight
the times, work and life of one of
America’s greatest songwriters.

October 10 — “Do You Philately?”
C.F. Grippo will discuss the hobby of
stamp collecting, in observance of
October as National Stamp Collect-
ing Month.

October 17 – Ed Sjonell of AIG Sun
America Securities will lead a retire-
ment planning seminar. He will review
the investment pyramid and provide
information on topics including
rollover 401(k) and 403 (b) plans, IRAs,
Roth IRAs, annuities, bonds and 529
college plans for grandchildren.

October 24 – Mr. Kleiman will
present “Museums on the Web,” de-
scribed as an armchair tour of the
Internet, in which attendees will ex-

plore various museums around the
world.

November 7 – During “Creative
Memories” with Dayel Giammarino,
participants will learn how to turn
their box of old photographs into a
photo safe album.  Individuals should
bring with them 10 pictures of a single
event or topic.

All materials will be provided to
create the first page in their memory
scrapbook.  This program is limited to
20 participants.

Registration will begin October 24.
To register, please call the library’s
reference department at (908) 789-
4090 or visit the reference desk on the
second floor.

November 14 – In “Celebrating the
85th Anniversary of Armistice Day,
1918: Military Sites on the Internet”
Mr. Grippo will discuss the resources
available for study, research or brows-
ing. Participants will be able to take a
visual Internet tour of the Library of
Congress’s Veterans History Project.

November 21 – “Two New Jersey
Poets: William Carlos Williams and
Ed Smith,” with an introduction by
Mr. Kleiman. Through video and dis-
cussion, attendees will learn about the
works of the late Mr. Williams and
listen to author and contemporary poet
Mr. Smith read some of his own pub-
lished works.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090 or visit the library
website at www.wmlnj.org.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Soap Making on Sunday

AARP Chapter to Hold
General Meeting Monday

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Sep-
tember 28, from 2 to 5 p.m., the
Miller-Cory House Museum will fea-
ture a program on soap making. The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Sherry Lange of Cranford will
demonstrate how early Americans
made soap during the 18th and 19th
centuries. New Jersey families made
their own soap from animal fats and
lye.

Janet Murphy of Kenilworth, a
member of the museum’s cooking
committee, will prepare a seasonal
meal over the open hearth in the
Frazee Building. Taste treats pre-

pared over the open fire will be avail-
able for visitors to sample.

Costumed docents will offer tours
of the farmhouse and answer ques-
tions about life in Colonial New Jer-
sey. A gift shop on the grounds fea-
tures a variety of educational items,
Colonial reproductions and crafts.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. On Sun-
day, October 5, Arthur Scholl of
Berkeley Heights will present a chair
caning demonstration. For further
information about the museum’s
upcoming fall events, please call the
office at (908) 232-1776.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold  its next general meeting on
Monday, October 6, in the American
Legion Post No. 328 Building in Clark.

The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m., followed by a brief
business meeting at 1:30 p.m. After-
wards, a guest speaker will explain “The
History of the Westfield First Aid Squad
and its Auxiliary Services.” Guests and
potential members are invited to attend.

Members are asked to bring dona-
tions of canned and boxed grocery items
for the Food Bank in Westfield, to ben-

efit homeless and needy families.
Additionally, Knitting Group leader

Madeline Roeben has requested do-
nations of wool that will be knitted
and crocheted into items for distribu-
tion at Runnells Specialized Hospital
of Union County.

Reservations are being taken for a
three-day, two-night tour in the
Stroudsberg, Pa. area entitled “Holi-
day Cavalcade of Entertainment” that
will take place from Tuesday through
Thursday, November 18 to 20.

The trip will include holiday pro-
grams at the New Millennium Theater
and the American Music Theater, as
well as visits to the Kettle Kitchen
Village and Rockvale Square Outlets,
among other activities.

Accommodations, at a deluxe ho-
tel, are $291 for double, triple and
quad and $351 for single. Most meals
and tips will be prepaid. To sign up for
this trip or for more information, please
call Trips and Tours Co-Chairwoman
Marie Stauder at (908) 889-6769.

A trip to the Trump Plaza Hotel in
Atlantic City is planned for Thursday,
October 9. The cost is $23 per person,
with a return in coins of $14. The bus
will leave from the far side of the Lord
& Taylor parking lot at 8:30 a.m. and
return at 6:30 p.m. Reservations and
other information may be obtained by
calling (908) 232-1362.

Night & Weekend
Airtime Minutes
on the America’s ChoiceSM network

1000anytime mobile
to mobile minutes

to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

400anytime
minutes

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.

Plus

Unlimited nationwide long distance
No roaming charges coast-to-coast

now just

39
monthly access

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJU
C

All when on the America’s Choice Network

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

99$

nlimited

Network not available in all areas.  Calls placed while off the America’s Choice network $.69/min.  Mobile to mobile not available throughout the
America’s Choice network.  Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.

Unlimited

ommunications 908.654.6440

wireless
Authorized Retailer

Amy Mansue

Second Annual Casino Night
To Benefit Homeless Pets

Woman’s Club to Hold
Scholarship Luncheon

AREA – People for Animals will
sponsor its second annual Casino
Nite event on Saturday, October
11, at the Elks Club, located at 281
Chestnut Street at Five Points in
Union.

Doors will open at 7 p.m., with the
casino running from 7:30 until 10:30
p.m. Admission is a donation of $20
per person in advance and $25 per
person at the door. All proceeds will
benefit homeless pets.

The casino will feature roulette
and dice wheels, blackjack, craps
and a 50/50 raffle. Included with

each admission will be $100 in “play
money.” Additional play money may
be purchased throughout the evening
at special prices.

The prizes for this event include
televisions, a camcorder, a DVD
player, gift cards and baskets, among
other items. Prizes will be drawn at
10:30 p.m.

For information, to order tickets or
donate prizes, please call People for
Animals at (908) 688-1073 and press
3 to leave a message. Callers should
leave their name and an evening tele-
phone number.

WESTFIELD — The Woman’s
Club of Westfield will hold its An-
nual Scholarship Luncheon at the
Plainfield Country Club on Wednes-
day, October 15, at 11:30 a.m.

The luncheon is held to raise funds
for scholarships that will be awarded
to outstanding students from
Westfield High School.   There will
also be a Chinese Auction during the
event.

Last year, the club awarded $5,000
each to five students, for a total of

$25,000, and expects to match that in
2003.

Vocalist Linda McConney, whose
repertoire includes Broadway, inter-
national and jazz hits, will entertain
at the luncheon.  She has sung in
Company, Cabaret, The King and I,
Gigi and Peter Pan.

She has also appeared in perfor-
mances at Don’t Tell Mama, Steve
McGraw’s and Judy’s, as well as in
one woman shows and concert per-
formances.

Co-sponsored by Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
& Department of Parks & Recreation and Rose Squared, Inc.

Springfield Avenue, Cranford
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GARDEN ST. PKY TO EXIT 138, WEST 2 MILES;
RT22 TO RT577 SOUTH 1.3 MILES; FOLLOW

SIGNS; PARK FREE AT UNION COUNTY COLLEGE

Fine Art & Crafts
at Nomahegan Park

OCT. 4-5

908-874-5247 OR WWW.ROSESQUARED.COM

• FREE •
RAIN OR SHINE

10AM-5PM

JEWELRY • POTTERY
CLOTHING • GLASS

WOOD • FIBER • TOYS
FOLK ART

PHOTOGRAPHY
FURNITURE • METAL

FOOD • FAMILY
 ENTERTAINMENT:

JERSEY SHADES

First Baptist Conducts
Tuesday Bible Study
WESTFIELD — The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has resumed its Tuesday
evening Adult Bible Study program,
led by the Reverend Lou Ruprecht. He
serves as Minister of Adult Education
for the church.

The program, open to all adults, is
offered at 7:15 p.m. in the church
lounge. Participants are currently study-
ing the Old Testament Books of Kings.
No Bible background is required to
participate. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

S.A.R. Meeting Slated
For September 30

WESTFIELD – The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will meet at 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 30, in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal  Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. Members of the public
are invited to attend.

William Lipkin, an Adjunct Profes-
sor in the History Department at Union
County College, will be the featured
speaker. He will present a program on
the long controversy over the Bill of
Rights before, during and after the
Constitutional Convention.

The convention met on May 25,
1787 at Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia and, after considerable dis-
cussion and debate in the new Con-
gress, the Bill of Rights was approved
on December 15, 1791.

et that NEW Color for FallGuillotine

It’s all here at
one location in
a relaxed
comfortable
atmosphere.

Call us today.

108 Central Ave., 2nd Floor, Westfield
Tues.-Thurs. 10-8:00  Fri. 10-5:30  Sat. 9-4:30

908.654.8686

First Time Clients only - Offer Expires Oct. 31, 2003

with Any Hair Color Service

Carissa
Mary Ann R.

Jamie

with

or

Tues. & Wed. Only

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.westfield.emsnetnj.net

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!

435 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ
www.boylehotels.com

Reservations:
800-688-7474 • 908-654-5600

                                        • Free Wireless High Speed
                                          Internet Connection
                                        • Elegant Accomodations
                                        • Special Weekend Rate
                                        • Efficiencies for
                                          Long Term Stays
• Day Meeting Packages In Our Club Room
• Chez Catherine, ★★★ French Restaurant
• Conveniently Located in Lovely Downtown Westfield
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast
• Deluxe Guest Rooms with Pillow Top
                         Mattresses
• Minutes from Garden State Parkway
• Buses & Trains to NYC Within Half A Block
• 14 Miles from Newark Liberty Airport

Ristorante Italiano
IS BACK AT KENILWORTH LOCATION

24 North 20th Street
Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Fine Casual Dining

Come and experience New Jersey’s Hidden
Secret for the past 15 years.

908-709-1155

We present certified high quality & quantity premium food

Lunch & Dinner         Catering for Private Parties

Corporate & Private Trays at Competitive Prices

Small Intimate Bar with T.V.        Daily Specials

Live Entertainment Every Friday Hight

Reservations Recomended
Proud to cater and cook for numerous celebrities & political figures including
former President of the United States George Bush senior.  Please come in and

experience it for yourselves, we are confident that you will enjoy it.

CSH Names Amy Mansue
New President and CEO

MOUNTAINSIDE — Amy
Mansue, a social services and
healthcare executive, was named
September 9 as President and Chief
Executive Officer of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital (CSH).

John Blasi, Chairman of the CSH
Board of Trustees, made the an-
nouncement. Ms. Mansue, a former
board member, had been approved
for the position at a meeting of the
board that day.

The announcement fol-
lows a national search that
was initiated by the board
after the sudden death last
March of former President
and Chief Executive Of-
ficer Charles “Rex” Riley.

“Amy Mansue is a skill-
ful leader and a longtime
advocate for quality
healthcare. She knows the
hospital, its children and
the issues. She also brings
a unique understanding of
healthcare issues and policy,” said
Mr. Blasi.

“The physicians and staff of
Children’s Specialized Hospital
make it a truly unique place for the
benefit of the children and their reha-
bilitation needs,” said Ms. Mansue,
who served on the board from 1995
to 1999. “It is a privilege to come
back and guide this hospital.”

In her public sector career, Ms.
Mansue, 39, oversaw programs for

children, people with developmen-
tal disabilities, mental health and
Medicaid as a deputy commissioner
in the New Jersey Department of
Human Services. She has been a
Deputy Chief of Staff to Governor
James McGreevey and a policy advi-
sor to former Governor Jim Florio.

Ms. Mansue was President and
Chief Executive Officer of the former
HIP of New Jersey, and Senior Vice

President of Corporate De-
velopment for HIP of New
York. She also was a vice
president for Cablevision
of New Jersey.

She has served on the
boards of Planned Parent-
hood of Central New Jer-
sey, the Organ and Tissue
Sharing Network, and the
New Jersey Community
Development Corpora-
tion.

Ms. Mansue received
her bachelor’s degree in

social welfare and master’s degree in
social work, planning and manage-
ment from the University of Ala-
bama. She lives in Hightstown.

CSH, devoted exclusively to pedi-
atric rehabilitation, cares for chil-
dren faced with chronic illness, trau-
matic injury and disabilities. It serves
patients from birth through age 21.

Based in Mountainside, CSH also
operates facilities in Fanwood, Toms
River, Hamilton, Newark, Roselle
Park, Millburn and Freehold.

Overdecks Welcome
Katherine Emily

John and Laura Overdeck of Sum-
mit have announced the birth of their
first child, Katherine Emily Overdeck,
on Monday, September 8, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Katherine weighed 7 pounds and
6.7 ounces and measured 20½ inches
in length at birth.

Her mother is the former Laura
Anne Bilodeau of Westfield.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Gilbert and Emily Bilodeau of
Westfield.

Her paternal grandparents are Dr.
John M. Overdeck of Columbia, Md.
and the late Betsey Lombard
Overdeck.
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FOR WHITNEY…Area residents recently turned out for a benefit for FOP
(Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva) cure and research in Bay Head, in
support of 11-year-old Whitney Weldon of Westfield. Author Carol Higgins
Clark, who used Whitney’s name for a character in her recent mystery novel
“Jinxed,” was on hand for the brunch and book-signing event. Pictured, left to
right, are: Standing, Marian McCarthy, Bernadette Houston Neill, Tucker
Trimble, Wendy Hansen, Dianne Callahan, Eliane Panza and Susan Lorentzen,
and seated, Darlene Kasten, Hillary Weldon, Nancy Plumeri and Caroline
Miller, holding her daughter, Sarah.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS…The First United Methodist Church of
Westfield will hold a special outdoor service for the blessing of pets on Saturday,
October 4. The service will be held on the church grounds at One East Broad
Street beginning at 11 a.m.   All are invited to attend. Each person will be
responsible for his or her pet during the service.  Refreshments and a light snack
will be served (for the people) at the conclusion of the event.

Residents Attend FOP Benefit
In Support of Whitney Weldon

Parthenon to be Discussed
At Greek Orthodox Church

Program to Address Concerns
Of Developmentally Disabled

WESTFIELD — A benefit for
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva (FOP) cure research was
recently held in Bay Head in support
of Whitney Weldon, the 11-year-old
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William
Weldon of Westfield and Bay Head,
who has the condition.

FOP is a rare bone disease for
which there is currently no treatment
or cure. The benefit featured author
Carol Higgins Clark, whose recent
novel, “Jinxed” uses Whitney
Weldon’s name for a pivotal charac-
ter whose whereabouts provide a

mystery that needs to be solved.
The benefit was organized by

Darlene Kasten of Fanwood and Point
Pleasant Beach and Nancy Plumeri
of Scotch Plains and Mantoloking.

Westfield residents who attended
the brunch and book-signing event
included Marian McCarthy, Bernadette
Houston Neill, Tucker Trimble, Wendy
Hansen, Dianne Callahan, Eliane
Panza, Susan Lorentzen, Caroline
Miller and her daughter, Sarah.

For information about FOP or to
make a donation, please visit
www.weldonfop.com.

WESTFIELD — On Thursday,
October 9, a program called “DDD
New Directions” will take place at
7:30 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street in

Westfield.
Presented by the Somerset, Union

Regional Family Support Planning
Council No. 3, the program will fea-
ture Kay Crawford, Family Support
Coordinator for the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Developmental Disabilities
(DDD).

Ms. Crawford will speak on the
significant, ongoing changes to the
DDD system in New Jersey, includ-
ing the Real Life Choices program
and changes in funding using Medic-
aid.  An “open forum” to discuss
concerns will follow the presenta-
tion.

The program is designed for indi-
viduals with developmental disabili-
ties and their family members.  In
addition to discussion about the DDD
changes, Council members will be
available to meet with families re-
garding their interactions with DDD
and its service providers.

  The Family Support Councils
were created to gather information
from families in order to advise DDD
on the allocation of resources in their
specific regions, and to monitor those
services and supports.

For more information, please call
Regina Tegeler at (908) 722- 0690.

WESTFIELD – A lecture entitled
“Historic and Aesthetic Aspects of
the Parthenon” will be presented by
Dr. Katherine Schwab on Friday,
October 3, at 7:30 p.m. in the Booras
Center of the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church in Westfield.

Dr. Schwab is an Associate Profes-
sor of Art History in the Department
of Visual and Performing Arts at
Fairfield University. She is also Cu-
rator of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art Plaster Cast Collection.

She has published extensively on
the Parthenon and recently presented
some of her latest research on the
Parthenon metopes at the 16th Inter-
national Congress of Classical Ar-

chaeology in Boston.
Dr. Schwab’s lecture will focus on

the Parthenon in antiquity, what is
known today about its original ap-
pearance and some future directions
in scholarship that incorporate new
media technologies.

She is currently writing a new book
which will describe her application of
new technologies, such as digital pho-
tography and image-based software,
along with traditional figure drawing.

The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church is located at 250 Gallows
Hill Road. This event is free and
open to the public. Refreshments
will be served. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-9520.

Day Care Center Friends
Seek Donations For Sale

Parenting Talks on Tap
At Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD – Licensed Clinical
Social Worker, Steve Becker, a
Westfield resident and local psycho-
therapist, will present a series of free
talks for parents.

They will take place on three
Wednesdays at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, all at 7:30 p.m.
The topics are as follows:

“Parenting Anxious Kids: Strate-
gies That Work,” on October 8.

“Parenting the Socially Awkward
Child: Building Social Skills, Cop-
ing Resources, and Self-Esteem,”
October 29.

“Empathic Parenting: Connecting
(and re-connecting) with Your Child,”
November 12.

Attendees should enter at the brick-
side of the church building through
the white door, to the right of the
brown doors.

Seniors’ NYC Trip to Feature
Salute to America’s Music

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Day
Care Center Friends are seeking do-
nations of outgrown children’s cloth-
ing, books, puzzles and games for its
annual fall sale on Friday and Satur-
day, October 17 and 18.

Items must be clean and in good
condition. The Friends are unable to
accept adult clothing, toys, stuffed
animals, cribs or sandboxes. The cloth-
ing sizes needed are infant to size 14.

Donations will be accepted Mon-
day, October 6, through Friday, Oc-
tober 10, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

at the Day Care Center in the Chris-
tian Education Building of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, 120
Mountain Avenue. All donations are
tax-deductible.

 The Westfield Day Care Center is
celebrating its 35th anniversary this
year. Proceeds from the sale will
provide scholarships for children
whose parents need financial aid in
obtaining quality day care for chil-
dren ages two and a half through
kindergarten. For more information,
please call (908) 232-6717.

 SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee has completed arrangements
for the final trip to be sponsored by
the group for 2003.

On Thursday, November 13, par-
ticipants will travel to La Magnanette
Restaurant, on Third Avenue at Fifti-
eth Street in New York.

A luncheon will be served, during
which artists from the New York
theater, film, television and the re-
cording industries will present a sa-
lute to America’s musical heritage.

The luncheon will feature a choice
of herbed chicken, fresh broiled
salmon or veal parmigiana. Bread,
soup and dessert will also be in-
cluded. Individuals should select their
entrée when registering for the trip.

Residents may register beginning
on Monday, September 29, at a price
of $37; non-residents may register
starting on Monday, October 6, at a
price of $38.

The Advisory Committee will ab-
sorb the cost of the bus charter through
the support of the township. Regis-
tration may be done in Room 113 of
the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, located at 430 Park Avenue.

The bus will leave at 10 a.m. from
the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing parking lot. Participants are asked
to park their cars in the Scotch Plains
Public Library lot, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

For further information, please call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 220,
or (908) 889-2084.

Blood Drive to Be Held
Saturday at St. John’s
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Women’s

Guild and Men’s Fellowship of St.
John’s Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains, in conjunction with the Health
Ministry, will sponsor a “Church-
Wide and All-Community Blood
Drive” this Saturday, September 27,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The community is invited to par-
ticipate in the event. St. John’s Bap-
tist Church is located at 2387 Morse
Avenue. For more information, please
call (908) 232-6972.

First Baptist Church
Welcomes Fiona Chow
WESTFIELD — On September

14, the First Baptist Church of
Westfield welcomed Fiona Chow as
Contemporary Worship Leader, a new
position on the staff of the church.

Miss Chow is attending Mannes
College of Music in New York City,
where she is working towards her
master’s degree in music. She has a
background in classical piano and
voice, enjoys various styles of music
and has experience in improvising
hymns in a more modern style.

She will be leading gathering songs
at 10:20 a.m. each Sunday, prior to
the 10:30 a.m. worship service, and
will also contribute to the music pro-
gram in other ways that will augment
classic pieces with more contempo-
rary music.

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 552-5007
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Fanwood Library to Begin
 Film Offerings For Fall

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library, located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road, will kick
off its Friday Film Festival with five
movies to be shown next month.

The series will begin October 3
with Far From Heaven (PG-13), a
tribute to melodramatic maestro
auteur Douglas Sirk, in which a Con-
necticut family’s seemingly blissful

existence suddenly takes a down-
ward spiral, circa 1957.

Shipping News (R) will be the fea-
tured film  on October 10. It tells the
story of a heretofore unlucky man
whose life is changed upon his return
to his hometown.

On October 17, the library will
present Bend It Like Beckham (PG-
13), a comedy about culture clash
that follows two 18-year-old women
with their hearts set on a future in
professional soccer.

The offering for October 24 is
Holes (PG), which tracks the ex-
ploits of Stanley Yelnats, IV, who
seeks a buried treasure while being
compelled to dig holes in the desert
after being falsely accused of steal-
ing shoes.

The series will wrap up on October
31, with Young Frankenstein (PG),
Mel Brooks’ classic comedy that re-
casts Mary Shelly’s gothic horror
tale, through the talents of Gene
Wilder, Madeline Kahn, Marty
Feldman, Terri Garr and Peter Boyle
as the monster.

All films start at 7:30 p.m. and are
free. The series is co-sponsored by
the Friends of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library with the cooperation of
Palmer Video in Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call (908)
322-6400.

Girl Scout Council to Mark
Camp Hoover’s 50th Year

WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to help celebrate the 50th
anniversary of Camp Lou Henry
Hoover, which is owned and oper-
ated by the Girl Scouts of Washing-
ton Rock Council, Inc.

Camp Hoover encompasses 340
acres of terrain and outdoor habitats
on Swartswood Lake in Sussex
County. Anniversary festivities, fea-
turing the theme “Hoover Through
The Golden Years – 1953-2003,” will
take place from Saturday through
Monday, October 25 to 27.

Individuals may come for a few
hours, a day or the entire weekend.
Participants will have an opportu-
nity to hike the trails, earn the “I
Camped Hoover Hills” badge or
spend quiet time by the lake.

Several workshops are also sched-
uled, including ones for the making of
s’mores and doughboys, friendship
sticks and God’s eyes.  Attendees will
additionally be able to participate in

nature activities, brush up on their
orienteering skills or enjoy challenge
activities on the ropes course.

Those who cannot attend but wish
to contribute to the anniversary week-
end may donate items that will be
used for general upkeep, such as a
bed and mattress for the tent units, a
funyak, a canoe or a tent. For a
brochure of needed items, please call
the Service Center.

As part of the celebration, the coun-
cil will participate in Make A Differ-
ence Day by collecting non-perishable
food items to be donated to a local food
pantry.  Attendees are asked to bring
items such as pasta, canned meats,
vegetables and fruits, tomato sauces,
cereal, peanut butter and jelly or baby
food, as well as other contributions.

 Interested individuals may con-
tact the Girl Scouts of Washington
Rock Council, 201 Grove Street, East,
Westfield, 07090 or call (908) 232-
3236, extension no. 1222.

Rosary Society to Hold
Communion Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar
Society’s Annual Communion
Breakfast will be held on Sunday,
October 5, at The Westwood in
Garwood.

It will take place  following the 9
a.m. Mass at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains. Tickets are $15
and may be obtained by calling the
Rectory at (908) 322-5192 or Kitty
at (908) 322-8809.

• Delbarton students come from more
than 65 towns and 10 counties.

• Private and public transportation
available.

• Over $800,000 in need-based
financial aid granted annually.

• Delbarton is committed to meeting
the demonstrated financial need of
all its students.

DARE to begin...

DELBARTON DELBARTON DELBARTON
An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12

administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey

Admission tests 
will be administered
on Oct. 11, Oct. 25,
Nov. 15, and Jan 10.

DELBARTON SCHOOL
230 Mendham Road 

Morristown, NJ 07960
w w w . d e l b a r t o n . o r g
(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019
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RHONDA A. SANDERSON
M.D., L.L.C

Adult and Adolescent Gynocology

Now Accepting New Patients

8 Mountain Boulevard
Warren NJ 07059

908 754 5775  Fax: 908 754 5740

Office Hours By
Appointment

Diplomate of the
American Board of

Obstetrics and Gynocology
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue

233-0255

John L. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255

Charles V. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 3703

CLEARANCE!

476 SOUTH AVENUE E.
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

908. 709. 1999
GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING:

•ESTATE PLANNING
•ELDER LAW
•WILLS AND TRUSTS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL INJURY
•ZONING
•MUNICIPAL COURT
•COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143

CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER

• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP

Caught in the

Medicaid confusion?

– Obituaries –

Loretta V. Hamlette, 81
Loretta V. Hamlette, 81, of North

Plainfield died on Saturday, Septem-
ber 13, in The Woodlands of Plainfield.

Born in Union, she had resided in
Westfield before relocating to North
Plainfield.

Surviving are a daughter, Patricia
Saunders; a son, John G. Hamlette,
Jr.; five grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Services took place on Thursday,
September 18, at St. Luke’s African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were handled by the
Plinton-Curry Funeral Home in
Westfield.

September 25, 2003

Carlos J. Meise, 90, Was Navy Veteran;
Director of Sales For Singer Sewing Co.

DEATH NOTICE
Robert Evans, 73, Devoted Grandfather;
Agency Owner, Masonic Lodge Member

Kevin Klehm, 46
Kevin Klehm, 46, of Scotch Plains

died on Tuesday, September 16, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Clark before moving to Scotch Plains
22 years ago.

Mr. Klehm worked as a sprinkler
fitter with Local No. 696 Pipe Fitters
Union in Newark.

Surviving are his wife, Linda
Dobracki Klehm; two sons, Kevin B.
Klehm and Steven T. Klehm; three
sisters, Sharon Miller, Julie Turner
and Jennifer Festa; a brother, Arthur
Klehm, and two stepbrothers, An-
thony Carrea and Thomas Carrea.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
September 20, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Liturgy followed
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at Hol-
lywood Memorial Park in Union.

September 25, 2003

Robert E. Evans, 73, of Mountainside
died on Tuesday, September 16, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Shavertown, Pa., he had
lived in Westfield for 41 years before
moving to Mountainside five years
ago.

A United States Army veteran of
the Korean Conflict, he was the
founder and former owner of the Bob
Evans Agency in Cranford. Upon
selling the agency in 1980, he went
to work as a field underwriter for
Peerless Insurance, retiring in 1993.

He was a member of the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield for over 40 years, and a
member of the Wheatsheaf Masonic
Lodge in Roselle, which merged with
the Loyalty Lodge No. 33 Free and
Accepted Masons in Union.

Mr. Evans had a keen interest in
young people and was very involved
in his children’s activities while they
were growing up, having participated
in the Band Parents Association at
Westfield High School, the Cub
Scouts and Boy Scouts in Westfield,
and the Rainbow Girls in Westfield.

He is survived by his wife of 52
years, Betty J. Evans; his son, Robert
E. Evans, Jr. and his wife, Barbara J.
Evans; his daughter, Jane Evans
DelBianco and her husband, David
J. DelBianco; his brother-in-law, Carl
E. Johnson; two granddaughters,
Abby and Megan DelBianco; his sis-
ter-in-law, Jean E. Evans, and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, September 20, at the First

United Methodist Church in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Memo-

rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Memorial Fund of the
First United Methodist Church, One
East Broad Street, Westfield 07090 or
the Memorial Fund of Shriner’s Hos-
pitals for Children, in care of Salaam
Shrine Temple, 369 East Mount Pleas-
ant Avenue, Livingston, N.J. 07039.

September 25, 2003

Carlos J. Meise, 90, of Scotch
Plains died on Saturday, September
13, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Porto Alegre, Brazil, he had
been a Pennsylvania resident prior to
moving to Scotch Plains in 1966.

Mr. Meise had worked for the
Singer Sewing Company in New York
City for 45 years, retiring as Director
of Sales for Latin America in 1975.

He was a United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II, having served
as an aviation machinist’s mate first
class.

He was predeceased by two sons,

Charles Eric Meise and Charles Scott
Meise.

Surviving are his wife of 56 years,
Doris Scott Meise; a daughter, Carol
Meise; a brother, Edward Meise; a
sister, Blanche Rodgers, and two
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, September
27, at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Rossi Funeral Home in
Scotch Plains.

September 25, 2003

Cielo McVey, 78
Cielo Aramburu McVey, 78, of

Scotch Plains died on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Mexico City, Mexico, she
had resided in Central and South
America, Italy, Spain, France, Wash-
ington, D.C. and numerous other
United States cities prior to coming
to Scotch Plains in 1970.

Mrs. McVey served as a volunteer
“gray lady” at many naval hospitals
and was a member of the China
Berry Twig Group at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield.

She additionally was  President of
the Westfield Ladies Spanish Club.

She was predeceased by a son,
Christopher McVey, in 1996.

Surviving are her husband of 53
years, Retired Navy Commander Don
C. McVey; a son, Stephen McVey; a
daughter, Cecilia Thomas; three sis-
ters and six grandchildren.

The funeral service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, September 24,
from the Rossi Funeral Home in
Scotch Plains. A Mass followed at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Center for Hope Hos-
pice, in care of the Rossi Funeral
Home, 1937 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains 07076.

September 25, 2003

Henry H. Lawyer, 78, Led Companies;
Rotarian and Army Air Corps Veteran
Henry H. Lawyer, 78, of Westfield

died on Saturday, September 20, at
the Cedar Oaks Care Center in South
Plainfield.

Born in Newark, he grew up in
Hillside and then lived in Iselin be-
fore moving to Westfield in 1959.

Mr. Lawyer served as president of

several companies in Union County
prior to retiring.

A 1949 graduate of Rutgers Univer-
sity in New Brunswick, he held a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Business Ad-
ministration. He was a member of the
university’s Alumni Association.

He was a United States Army Air
Corps veteran of World War II.

Mr. Lawyer was a member of the
Rotary International chapters in
Elizabeth, Edison and Cranford.

Surviving are his wife of 51 years,
Janice Bogert Lawyer; three daugh-
ters, Kim L. Block of Westfield,
Debra L. Karacsony of Scotch Plains
and Robin L. Roth of Springfield,
and six grandchildren.

Funeral services and burial were
private.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association, 400
Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville
07834-1365.

September 25, 2003

Anna Whitehead, 102
Anna Whitehead, 102, of

Mountainside died on Monday, Sep-
tember 22, at the Berkeley Heights
Convalescent Center in Berkeley
Heights.

Born in Pine Brook, she was a
Mountainside resident for 76 years,
having formerly lived in Skillman.
She would have celebrated her 103rd
birthday next month.

Miss Whitehead attended the
Muhlenberg Adult Medical Day Pro-
gram in Plainfield.

She was the recipient of a Commu-
nity Star Award from the New Jersey
Association of Community Provided.

A funeral service will be held at 10
a.m. today, Thursday, September 25,
at the Mastapeter Funeral Home in
Roselle Park. Interment will take place
at Rosehill Cemetery in Linden.

September 25, 2003

Dick Lighthipe, 70, Longtime Teacher;
Literacy Volunteer and Camp Director

DEATH NOTICE
Javier L. Collazo, 85, R.C.A. Retiree;

Had Authored Technical Volumes
Javier L. Collazo, 85, of Westfield

died on Saturday, September 20, at
Union Hospital.

Born in Cuba, he lived in Westfield
for over 38 years.

Mr. Collazo had worked for R.C.A.
in New York City, where he was
Head of Translations for 28 years
before his retirement in 1980.

He subsequently authored the
three-volume set, “Technical Dic-
tionaries,” that were published by
McGraw-Hill.

Additionally, he wrote the three
volumes of “English/Spanish Ency-
clopedia Dictionary Of Technical
Terms” in 1980, and the two-volume
set of “Collazo Dictionary on
Informatics, Computing and Other
Subjects” in 2001.

A member of the American Asso-
ciation for Advancement of Science,
Mr. Collazo also was a life member
of both The Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers and The
American Translation Association
with the Gold Medal.

He additionally was a member
“Miembro Correspondient” de la
Academia Norteamericana de la
Lengua Espanola.

He graduated from Havana Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science
degree as a technical engineer, and
also earned numerous other degrees
and certifications.

Surviving are his wife of over 40

years, Flor Diez Collazo; two daugh-
ters, Ileana Shoffel of Summit and
Pamela Radcliff and her husband,
Nicholas, of Westchester, N.Y.; three
sons, Jorge Collazo and his wife,
Amy, of Vermont, Carlos Collazo
and Alexis Collazo, both of Westfield;
five grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

A memorial Mass will be offered
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, September
27, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were handled by the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Holy Trinity Elementary
School in Westfield.

September 25, 2003

Dick Lighthipe, 70, of Westfield
died on Saturday, September 20, at
his home.

Born in Englewood, he was a Clark
resident before relocating to
Westfield 40 years ago.

Mr. Lighthipe had been employed
as a teacher in Clark for 39 years
prior to retiring in 1997.

He was a former president of the
Clark Education Association.

He was awarded a degree in tech-
nology from Duke University in
Durham, N.C. in 1955.

Mr. Lighthipe was a tutor with the
Literacy Volunteers of America, for
which he taught English as a Second
Language. He also read books aloud
that were recorded on cassettes for
the blind.

He additionally was a director of
the Speers-Eljabar YMCA Camp in
Dingman Ferry, Pa. and taught square

dancing and folk dancing at Kean
University in Union.

He was a former secretary of the
Caller’s Council of New Jersey and
recently was presented with a Com-
munity Access Award for his many
years of volunteer service within
Union County.

Surviving are his wife of 43 years,
Cookie Muringer Lighthipe; a daugh-
ter, Mindy Lighthipe Annicchiarico
of Warren, and a brother, Alfred Sh-
annon of LaVerge, Tenn.

The family will receive visitors
from 3 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, at the Corey & Corey
Funeral Home in Rahway.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Dick Lighthipe Memory Fund,
in care of Camp Speers-Eljabar
YMCA, P.O. Box 89, Dingman Ferry,
Pa. 18328.
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DEATH NOTICE
Alfred Piesco, 72, Local Entrepreneur;

Distinguished Navy Deep Sea Diver
Alfred Piesco, born in 1930, died

at home on Tuesday, September 23,
at the age of 72 after a long illness.
He was surrounded by family and
friends.

A Westfield resident all his life, he
attended Westfield
High School. He
played Varsity foot-
ball and was on two
state championship
teams. He once faced
Rosie Grier at Guard
when Westfield
played Linden.

At an early age, he
started many busi-
nesses. In the Navy,
he was one of the top
Hard-Hat deep sea
divers. He served in
Korea and the Pacific
theater.

Mr. Piesco was
chosen for his underwater expertise
and his specialty of demolition and
explosives. He was sent to install the
wave recorders at the first hydrogen
bomb test at Bikini Atoll and was a
member of the radiation survivors.
Some of his diving records still stand.

For the Castle Project, he received
a commendation from President
Eisenhower. In later years, he be-
came a pilot and scuba diver.

He was one of the original partners
of the Scandia Tavern and the build-
ing of The Westwood. Later, he con-
tinued catering for weddings and
parties, purchasing the Club Diana
in Union and renaming it “The
Springburn Manor.”

He left his mark on hundreds of
homes in Union County and else-
where. Besides building new homes,
he also purchased and improved real
estate. Mr. Piesco received an award
for improving the south side of

Westfield with vari-
ous projects on South
Central and Sussex
Streets. He was also
Building Inspector
for the Town of
Westfield part-time
for a year and a half.

Aside from his
business pursuits, he
was a true “Renais-
sance Man.” His fam-
ily was the most im-
portant thing to him.
He is survived by his
wife, Jacqueline;
children Randy,
Ryan, Robin and Ri-

chard; nine grandchildren, Emily,
Dave, Alexis, Alan, Emily, Stephanie,
Samantha, Danielle and Gina; a
brother, Bud, and a sister, Olga.

Visitation will take place from 2
to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thurs-
day, September 25, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. The funeral will
take place from the funeral home at
9 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, Septem-
ber 26.

In lieu of flowers, the family is
requesting donations to the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association, Atlantic
Hospice or the American Cancer
Society.
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Alfred Piesco

More Community News

AUTUMNAL ACTIVITIES…Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club, Inc.
of Westfield spruce up the grounds of the Miller-Cory House Museum to
prepare the landmark farmhouse and property for its fall programs. Located
at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield, the museum presents a variety of
educational programs designed to teach children and adults alike about life in
Colonial New Jersey. Pictured, left to right, are: Helen Pasterczyk, Gayle
Lechner, Clare Minick, Alice Cowell and Marilyn Straight.

Family Services to be Held
As Part of High Holidays

AREA – Congregation Beth
Hatikvah in Chatham will offer a
family service preceding regular
morning services during the High
Holidays.

The family services will begin at 9
a.m. on Rosh Hashanah on Saturday,
September 27, and on Yom Kippur,
Monday, October 6.

Regular services will begin at 10
a.m., at which time children in grades
1 through 6 may opt to attend a special
program of age-appropriate holiday
activities. Babysitting will also be
provided for younger children.

Beth Hatikvah’s High Holiday ser-
vices will take place at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church on Main Street in
Chatham Borough.

Besides the family and morning ser-
vices, there will be services on Rosh
Hashanah evening, September 26, at
7:30 p.m. and the second day of Rosh
Hashanah on Sunday, September 28,
at 2 p.m. Tashlich (the ritual casting
out of sins) will take place at Milton
Pond at 5 p.m. on September 28.

Yom Kippur will start with Kol
Nidre on Sunday, October 5, at 7
p.m. The morning service on Yom
Kippur, October 6, will be followed

by a 2 p.m. study session and after-
noon services starting at 4 p.m. The
holidays will close with a communal
break-the-fast meal at 6:30 p.m.

Congregation Beth Hatikvah, a
Reconstructionist synagogue, serves
members in Union, Morris, Essex
and Somerset counties. Guests are
welcome to attend High Holiday
observances. For more information,
please call (973) 701-1665 or visit
www.bethhatikvah.org.

‘Encountering Islam’
To Be Program Topic
AREA – The Men’s Fellowship of

the Springfield Presbyterian Church
will sponsor “Encountering Islam:
An Introduction for Non-Muslims,”
on Tuesday, October 7.

It will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
Parish House auditorium, located at
37 Church Mall in Springfield.

Dr. Christopher Taylor will be the
featured speaker. He is Associate
Professor of Religion and Islamic
Studies at Drew University.

For directions or further informa-
tion, please call (973) 379-4320.
Refreshments will be served.

Center to Help Adults, Kids
Cope With Divorce Issues

SUMMIT – The Women’s Re-
source Center will offer two pro-
grams this fall dealing with divorce,
one for adults and one for children.

All sessions will be held at the
center’s new location at 57 New En-
gland Avenue, next to Christ Church,
in Summit.

“Relationships in Transition” will
help adult participants work through
the crisis of separation and divorce
with others going through the same
process.

The workshop will be led by Elaine
Dill, a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, and will meet for seven
Thursdays beginning October 9, from
6:30 to 8 p.m. The fee is $105 for
members and $135 for non-mem-

bers. Babysitting will be available
for younger children.

“Rainbows for Kids of Divorce”
will address the change that takes
place in the family with separation
and divorce and the profound effect
it has on all family members – espe-
cially children.

This group is free of charge, open
to both boys and girls, and is age
appropriate for children in kinder-
garten through grade 8. It will meet
for seven Thursdays beginning Oc-
tober 9, from 6:30 to 8 p.m., and
registration is required.

To register or for more informa-
tion on either program, please call
the center at (908) 273-7253 or visit
www.womensource.org.

Temple Emanu-El to Offer
Music Program For Babies

WESTFIELD – A new music pro-
gram for infants, age six to 12 months,
and their parents or caregivers will be
offered as part of Temple Emanu-El’s
Early Childhood Education Program.

It will take place on Tuesdays,
October 14 through December 23,
from 9:15 to 10 a.m. at the temple,
located at 756 East Broad Street.

This parent/baby interactive pro-
gram will be taught by music teacher
Beth Madresh. The class will feature

an assortment of sounds, rhythms,
beats and creativity.

Temple Emanu-El’s Early Child-
hood Education Program is accred-
ited by the National Association for
the Education of the Young Child’s
National Academy of Early Child-
hood Programs.

For more information or to regis-
ter, please call Jill Cimafonte, Direc-
tor of Early Childhood Education, at
(908) 232-7663.
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Tara Pankiewitz

Tara Pankiewitz
Physical Education Teacher, Evergreen and

McGinn Elementary Schools, Scotch Plains

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 25
Hometown: Garwood
Education: Ms. Pankiewitz re-

ceived a Bachelor of
Science Degree in
Exercise Movement
Science and Health
from William
Patterson University
in Wayne.

Previous Experi-
ence: She was a stu-
dent teacher in the
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public
school district before
interviewing for her
current position.

I Knew I Reached
My Students When: “I’m a big
advocate in sportsmanship,” said
Ms. Pankiewitz, adding that teach-
ers and students will tell her that
they are cheering for others, not
necessarily worrying about win-
ning or losing, but rooting for each
other in all subject areas.

What I Love About the School
District: Although she does not
have previous experience in an-
other school district, Ms.
Pankiewitz said, “Everyone has
been warm and welcoming wher-
ever you go whether they are in
your school or subject area or not.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “I like
to do cooperation unit, where there
is basically teamwork, sportsman-
ship and cooperation taught to the

students. It’s the first unit I start the
year with. If the students don’t
have cooperation skills, then they
can’t be successful in any other
areas.”

The Future of
Education in
America…When
asked specifically
about the impor-
tance of exercise,
participation in
sports and the ongo-
ing battle children
encounter with obe-
sity in our nation,
Ms. Pankiewitz said
it is an issue that
needs more atten-
tion. “I definitely
think there could be

more focus on it because kids are
still sitting at home more excited
about their Xbox than joining a
sport or playing in the backyard
and getting exercise.”

My Goals as an
Educator…“Developing a suc-
cessful program where parents and
community can get involved in
keeping the students healthy.” Ms.
Pankiewitz would like to organize
a family fun night, which empha-
sizes physical education skills and
the importance of good health.

Home Life: Engaged to be mar-
ried to Damien Knob on August 7,
2004. “He proposed at work last
year second to last day of school in
a tuxedo. The whole district knew
about it!”

Sportscaster Loves the Game,
But Has Tough Time Playing It

By JORDAN D. ZAKARIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another school year is upon us,
and, inevitably, that means the start
of varsity sports once again. Ahh, the
small-town flavor of it all, the boys
wearing their football jerseys to
school the day before the big game,
the girls in their field hockey and
tennis skirts and soccer shirts, which
are pleasing to a multitude of fresh-
man boys’ eyes.

Almost everyone is participating
in his or her own sports activity,
trying to earn a letter to put on a
ridiculous coat that, had they not
gotten enough time on the varsity
playing field, they wouldn’t be caught
dead wearing. But isn’t that the joy
of high school sports?

Well, maybe for the athletes, but
not for me. The real joy of high
school sports, for me, is poetry of the
words describing the plays behind
the microphone.

Whether it is football, basketball,
baseball, field hockey or softball, the
TV-36 crew and I bring the ever-
demanding public many of the games
throughout the year. I get droves of
fan mail asking how I attained this
high, glamorous position and how I
manage to challenge John Madden
and “Monday Night Football” for
ratings.

However, I can’t respond to them
all, so I would like to explain just how
I found myself in the announcers’
booth rather than the playing field.

Starting with my first T-ball prac-
tice, I was a bundle of sports-loving
energy. However, all the enthusiasm

in the world could not make me a
good baseball player; my small size,
slow foot and bat speed and general
lack of hand-eye coordination helped
put an end to my dreams of diamond
glory at an early age.

However, my skills, or lack-
thereof, helped my coaches find my
true talent: I warmed the bench in the
cold March mornings with the ex-
citement that I brought to the park
with me, keeping the bottoms of my
teammates warm and ready for the
game.

Those days on the benches un-
locked another talent of mine: play-
by-play commentating (or so my his-
tory re-writing ego likes to think).
Either with a partner, who was usu-
ally a benched teammate or a
teammate’s brother, or by myself, I
would announce the game in all of its
sloppy glory. I learned new baseball
vocabulary and catch phrases to in-
crease my entertainment-value, all
the while creeping closer and closer
to Vin Scully proportions.

I took my love of sports and talk-
ing about them into high school, and,
coupled with my budding love for
reading about both player develop-
ment and sports business, I began to
think about the sports world as a
serious option for a future career. I
began to take television and broad-
casting classes at school, and was
asked by my television teacher to do
play by play for my school’s varsity
sports on our town’s television sta-
tion.

From there, it’s all history, as is
Westfield High School’s viewership.

CERMONIAL MARCH…The Junior ROTC at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison march in preparation of the unfurling of the Freedom Flag during a
9/11 commemorative ceremony. The flag raising was completed by Plainfield
resident Michael Kallner, left, Scotch Plains resident Lexi Correll, second from
left, and Head of School Chris Williamson, not pictured, while the rest of the
honor guard stood at attention.

Learning Disabilities Group
Schedules Open House, Fair
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Learning Dis-
abilities Association (SP-F LDA)
will host an Open House and In-
formation Fair on Monday, Sep-
tember 29, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
Evergreen Elementary School in
Scotch Plains.

Parent members of the organi-
zation will answer questions and
offer assistance, while coffee and
refreshments are served.

Information materials, includ-
ing website addresses and news-
letters from local, state, private
and non-profit organizations, will
also be available.

Children are also invited to at-
tend. They may meet new friends,
work on crafts and share refresh-
ments.

“This year, the SP-F LDA will
continue to host monthly programs
featuring speakers with a broad
spectrum of expertise – occupa-
tional therapists, psychologists, ad-
vocates and others – who are here

S.A.R. Meeting Slated
For September 30

WESTFIELD – The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will meet at 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 30, in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal  Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. Members of the public
are invited to attend.

William Lipkin, an Adjunct Pro-
fessor in the History Department at
Union County College, will be the
featured speaker. He will present a
program on the long controversy over
the Bill of Rights before, during and
after the Constitutional Convention.

The convention met on May 25,
1787 at Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia and, after considerable dis-
cussion and debate in the new Con-
gress, the Bill of Rights was ap-
proved on December 15, 1791.

New Music Teachers Join
Calderone School Staff

EAST HANOVER – The
Calderone School of Music in East
Hanover and Springfield began its
fall semester on September by wel-
coming several new teachers to meet
the growing student body which tal-
lies approximately 2,000 pupils.

The school offers private lessons
on all instruments and voice,
Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
for preschool children and those not
yet ready for private instruction. The
new staff members will be among
those providing private instruction
with the comprehensive curriculum
of the school.

A bassoon and contra-bassoonist
with symphony orchestras and cham-
ber ensembles, Christian Beuchler
holds a master’s degree from Eastman
School of Music.

Michael Callahan is a vocal and
choral specialist with a Bachelor of
Music degree at Eastman, and con-
ducts choral clinics.

Professor Tamara Cashour, a vocal
coach at Manhattan School of Music
and the New York Actors Studio and
therapy at Columbia University, has
a Bachelor of Arts from Columbia
and a Master of Arts degree from
New York University.

Christopher Dragotta, a saxophone
recording artist, holds a Bachelor of
Arts from Rutgers University. He is a
winner of the Manhattan School of
Music Jazz Performance Scholarship.

 A performing percussionist from
the Nashville and New York area, Jay
Harrell holds a Bachelor of Arts from
The University of North Carolina.

Karen Jesson, a classical pianist
and performs in chamber ensembles,
holds a bachelor degree from The
University of Michigan.

Professor Marina Kouzmenkova,

a cellist, graduated from the
Belarussian State Conservatory with
a degree in cello performance. She is
a performer and ensemble specialist
with vast experience.

Brendan Merrick, a graduate of
Brigham Young University, is a clas-
sical pianist and performer.

Professor Maria Mykelenko holds
a Bachelor of Arts from The Univer-
sity of Michigan with studies at the
New England Conservatory and
Julliard in violin performance. She
composes for string ensembles and
performs with Julliard Chamber Or-
chestra, Tanglewood Orchestra,
Spoleto Festival Orchestra, among
others.

Anna Ratcliff, who holds a Bach-
elor of Arts from The University of
Illinois, is a Kindermusik and musi-
cal theater specialist and choir direc-
tor.

Dr. Oleg Rutkovsky of the Mos-
cow Conservatory has performed on
worldwide tours as a soloist and also
as concertmaster and first violinist in
many orchestras. He also performs
on Broadway and is a recording art-
ist.

Benjamin Wood is a jazz guitarist
who performs and records on bass as
well. He holds a degree from The
University of North Carolina and has
studied at Berklee College of Music.

For more information, please call
(973) 428-0405 or visit http://
calderoneschoolofmusic.com/

First Ladies to Be Discussed
By Nat Bodian at Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Nat Bodian,

Cranford author and presidential his-
torian, will discuss the lives, person-
alities, and accomplishments of
America’s First Ladies of the 19th
century, at the first Wednesday lun-
cheon of the Westfield Historical
Society at noon on October 1.

The program will be held at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, 560 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

In his 11th talk before the society
and his sixth discussion related to
America’s presidents, Mr. Bodian
will provide fascinating, in depth
and unusual facts about all of
America’s First Ladies from Martha
Washington through the last First
lady of the 19th century, Ida
McKinley.

One of the highlights of his pre-
sentation will be the numerous
“firsts” of the various presidential
wives, including the first to appear
on a postage stamp or U.S. currency,
the first who lived to see her husband
elected but not inaugurated, the first
to have a child married in the White
House, the first who had been her
husband’s school teacher, the first
who held a regular job in a business

establishment and the first wife who
was a college graduate.

The discussion will also include
all the “stand-in” First Ladies for a
bachelor president, presidents who
were widowed and those whose wives
were incapacitated.

Mr. Bodian will relate stories
about the wife who helped her hus-
band write his speeches, the former
school teacher First Lady who had a
library and the first cooking stove in
the White House and the first to
place a Christmas tree in the White
House.

He will also discuss the presiden-
tial wife who married her husband
twice, the wife who replaced the
White House staff with purchased
slaves to save money, the hillbilly
wife who smoked a long-stem corn-
cob pipe, the wife who banned alco-
hol in the White House and the story
behind the First Lady to be called a
“First Lady.”

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by telephone to
verify reservations. Space permit-
ting, others may attend by call (908)
233-2930 by noon, Monday, Sep-
tember 29.

S. Plains Teacher Participates
In Special Fulbright Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Anthony
Arno, a fourth grade teacher at
McGinn Elementary School in
Scotch Plains, traveled to Tokyo,
Japan this summer as a participant in
the Fulbright Memorial Fund (FMF)
Teacher Program.

A Whitehouse Station resident, Mr.
Arno was selected from a national
pool of over 2,500 applicants by a
panel of educators to earn this honor.

The Fulbright program allowed
Mr. Arno the opportunity to travel to
Japan for three weeks in an effort to
promote greater intercultural under-
standing between the two nations.

He received a practical orientation
on Japanese life and culture and met
with Japanese government officials
and educators. Mr. Arno traveled out-
side of Tokyo, having direct contact
with Japanese teachers and students
during visits to primary and second-
ary schools, as well as a teachers
college. He also visited cultural sites
and local industries in addition to a
homestay with a Japanese family.

Mr. Arno’s initial interest in apply-
ing to the program stemmed from his
experience this past year in a district-
wide initiative on Lesson Study.

“Lesson Study is a popular Japa-
nese process where teachers closely
observe the progression of a specific
lesson from one classroom to the
next,” said Mr. Arno. In essence, the
focus is on the child during an obser-
vation instead of the teacher.

“I’m going to Japan to study a
process that actually originated in
America over 100 years ago with the
Progressive Education Movement,”
added Mr. Arno.

In his website, www.class4a.com,
Mr. Arno keeps students and parents
informed about the latest activities
taking place in the classroom.

“The website is a big commit-
ment,” he said, “but I believe it offers
both current and former students and
opportunity to drop in and check out
the latest developments that are tak-
ing place in the classroom.”

One week, Mr. Arno created an
imitation of the CBS series “CSI,”
complete with a body outline and
students behind the police line tape
taking Polaroid pictures of a soon-
to-be-cleared crime scene.

“At the end of the day, it’s all about
motivating the kids,” said Mr. Arno.

“I’m very fortunate to teach in a
district that truly supports profes-
sional development for teachers. I’ve
done a lot of unusual things to sup-
port the goals and objectives of our
district, from having students bike
2,000 miles aboard a computerized
bicycle in the classroom while hon-
oring historic Route 66 to the annual
escape out of a straight jacket during
an enrichment program celebrating
the history of magic in America,”
said Mr. Arno.

“My district has always supported
me, which is probably one of the
most important lessons to remember
as a perspective administrator,” he
concluded.

Mr. Arno is attending Kean Uni-
versity, where he studies educational
administration. Upon returning from
Japan, he will be appointed as the
Program Director for the middle
school enrichment program at
Rutgers University’s TEEM Camp.

Henry Rutgers Society
Welcomes Dr. Glassman

MOUNTAINSIDE – Dr. Ronald
Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H., of
Mountainside was recently inducted
into the Henry Rutgers Society, an
honor which fewer than a half per-
cent of Rutgers graduates even
qualify.

Among the reasons Dr. Glassman
was inducted, was in recognition for
over 20 years of healthcare-related
service to the residents of New Jer-
sey.

Dr. Glassman is director of Ivy
League Clinical Hypnosis Center of
Mountainside and Montclair.
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Pizzo and Quale Help
Acclimate New Pupils
AREA – Storey Pizzo of Berke-

ley Heights and Erin Quale of
Scotch Plains, members of the Goon
Squad at Syracuse University (SU),
were among over 450 students who
helped new freshmen during Syra-
cuse Welcome 2003 week, the ori-
entation period.

The Goon Squad, which was es-
tablished in the 1940s, spreads
school spirit and helps incoming
freshmen adjust to college life.
Volunteer upperclassmen, like
Storey and Erin, assist new stu-
dents and their parents as they move
into residence halls.

In addition to unpacking vehicles
and moving new students in, mem-
bers also answer questions and pro-
vide campus directions to new stu-
dents and their families throughout
the Syracuse Welcome week.

Storey is a sophomore in SU’s
College of Arts and Sciences, while
Erin is a senior at the same school.

WHS Student Confronts
Fears About Next Four Yrs.

By ABBY M. BRAMNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I have never been one to leave the
comforts of my home. You could call
me a truehearted “homebody.” The
thought of leaving home for longer
than a few days scares me to death. I
am a senior. Leaving my home for
four years terrifies me.

Knowing I had one chance to face
this fear, I applied to the Advanced
Placement (AP) Summer Art Program
at Skidmore College in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y. I went for a month to
develop my portfolio. I lived like a
real college student in dorms and
dining in a communal cafeteria. The
most important piece of knowledge I
acquired during my summer experi-
ence was about myself.

Decisions and risks were the two
hurdles I conquered at Skidmore. Not
having my parents to help me choose
a path when I hit a fork in the road was
difficult. Whatever path I chose in-
volved risks. As scary as they might
have been at the time, in the end, they
taught me that I am strong enough to
attack them head-on.

Between socializing and the amount
of homework I was given, it was very
hard to manage my time. Sometimes
I had to decide whether or not I should
do my homework or go out to town
with my friends. Most of the time I
would take the social route, leaving
all of my homework to the last minute.
I always finished my homework, but
it was tiring and stressful to be stuck
in the studio for half of the night.

Procrastination is a daily occur-
rence in my life. My working skills
have never been up to my abilities.
However, when I finished my month
at Skidmore, I was amazed how hard

I had worked. I had to complete two or
three paintings and one or two draw-
ings in class, a week plus nightly
homework.

Late nights in the studio were not
uncommon. I sometimes returned at
midnight covered in paint and char-
coal. As exhausted I was each
evening, every morning I would wake
up excited to return to class.

I met people from all over the
world. It was astounding to learn
how so many people who live out of
our country are so interested in study-
ing in America. The best part about
meeting people from far away places
was exchanging ideas about lifestyles
and customs. For example, my room-
mate from California questioned me
about the style of footwear called
“Birkenstocks” that were appearing
on numerous feet all over campus.
My reply was, “Welcome to the East.”

Living with a roommate forces one
to apply their sharing and cooperation
skills. It reminded me of kindergarten.
Luckily, my roommate was a really
understanding person. She turned off
the lights and let me sleep even if she
was not ready to go to bed. Even she
was extremely cooperative, I still had
to deal with her presence in my room.

The idea of traveling by plane to
college is a little frightening. Many
times, worrisome questions cross my
mind. What if I am homesick? What
will happen if I can’t go home? Then,
I think of my experience at Skidmore,
the new friends I made, the work I
completed, and the confidence I de-
veloped. Immediately I smile and
feel free of my fears, knowing that I
am ready to face the next four years
on my own, becoming the person I
was meant to be.

to help the families of children
with learning disabilities,” stated
Christine Bumiller, SP-F LDA
Spokeswoman.

“Any adult who is interested
may attend any of our programs,”
she said.

A final schedule of programs
will be published soon and will be
available on the school district’s
website, as well as the SP-F LDA
website, www.ldaspf.org.

A support and resource group
for families with children who have
learning disabilities, SP-F LDA
aids families in the home, school
and community environments.

The group works closely with
the school district’s Department
of Special Services and Parent-
Teacher Association, but it is a
separate, volunteer organiza-
tion.

For more information on pro-
grams or membership, please write
to: Scotch Plains-Fanwood LDA,
P.O. Box 283, Fanwood, 07023.

ANSWERING THE CALL…Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad members Dan
Sullivan and Bob Barrett borrowed an ambulance from Scotch Plains and
answered New York City’s EMS call for assistance 2 a.m. on the evening of the
blackout. They were assigned to the East Side of Manhattan, covering 90th
Street to 125th Street. After they were finished, they were invited for coffee by
a nearby firehouse.

Deadlines
News & Ads - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail: press@goleader.com

Phone: (908) 232-4407
Mail: PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person: 251 North Ave., Westfield

1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

For Info:
www.goleader.com/help/

Submittals: email preferred
Photos: Color Digital

Paste text into email, no attachments
Please proof your work

Include name & daytime phone
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BAKER RUSHES FOR 2 TDS, CICCOTELLI WINS 100TH

Raider Gridders Turn on ‘D’,
Nip Shabazz Bulldogs, 14-13

SHELMAN SCORES, PALATUCCI NETS GAME WINNER

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Cage
Tigers, 2-1, Giordano Nets 200

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Regaining momentum, especially
just after losing it may be a sign of
good things to come. The Westfield
High School girls soccer team did
just that by dazzling Linden with a
barrage of shots and handed Blue

Devil Head Coach Peter Giordano
his 200th career victory with an im-
pressive, 2-1, win in Westfield on
September 18.

Giordano’s first win came in 1991
when the Blue Devils defeated Ridge,
2-0. Additionally, Giordano coached
in a county semifinal game on the

day of his marriage to his bride Pam.
“I just don’t want to say I did this

all by myself,” said Giordano. “There
were some great coaches along with
me, namely Kathy Hauser, Pete
McClellan and Joe Paradise who is
in his first year at the varsity level. I
also had a great mentor in Ed
Tranchina. He helped me in becom-
ing a better coach, able to handle
things on and off the field a lot better,
so I owe him a lot. The girls knew it
last year that I was going after No.
200, and if we would have had that
state final or a couple of more wins,
it would of happened last year. I did
not bring up this year, but the girls
knew it and I think they pressed a
little bit. I appreciate everything ev-
eryone has done.”

Co-captain Laura Shelman netted
the tying goal on an assist with a
spectacular header and Gio Palatucci
scored the winning goal. The Blue
Devils offense shelled the Tiger
keeper 27 times from every direction
with the exception of three occa-
sions. Tiger Rachel Hanns bit the
Blue Devil net at 10:04 in the first
half.

“Defensively, we got a break,”
explained Linden coach Mahalchek.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The cracking sounds of pads and
field position dominated the game,
but it was one breakaway run after a
screen pass and an ensuing conver-
sion that gave the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
a, 14-13, victory over Shabazz in
Scotch Plains on September 20. The
win marked the 100th Union County
career victory for Raider Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli.

“The kids presented Ciccotelli with

the game ball in the locker room,”
said assistant coach Tom Baylock.
“He is an astonishing coach and I’m
sure the most-winning (football)
coach in school history. He did not
expect this and it was rather an emo-
tional moment for him.”

Fans, players and coaches celebrated
the homecoming of the Iraqi Freedom
fighters. Lance corporal David Laferty
of Scotch Plains, Lance corporal Lance
Pearson and PFC Brad Belford, both
residents of Fanwood, were loudly
cheered with a standing ovation.

Raider senior halfback Kyle Baker,
59 yards rushing and 50 yards receiv-
ing, had a one-yard touchdown (TD)
run then galloped 46 yards for a TD
in the third quarter after grabbing a
pass from quarterback Dan LaForge.
Junior kicker Mike Baumwell’s point
after proved to be the difference.

“I told the kids that the character
of our team came out today,” said
Ciccotelli. “It was a tough ballgame
under extremely humid conditions
and we hung in there. We got a

1325 Terrill Road,  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Cal l for information:   908-322-5555908-322-5555  
Press “5” for directions ❀ Press “6” for special events 

www.parkerplants.comwww.parkerplants.com
Monday - Saturday 7am-5pm ❀ Sunday 9am-5pm

Buy 2 Shrubs
GET 1 FREE!

Now through Sept. 30, mix and match from an 
extensive collection of colorful blooming and 
decorative shrubs, including: Rhododendrons, 
Andromedas, Viburnums, Azaleas and Holly!

ParkerParker  Is Is 
The Place!The Place!

The combination of cooler weather, less humidity and usually more 
rainfall makes autumn the ideal time for planting shrubs and trees. 

Come in today and also discover our complete landscaping services including: 
DESIGN ❀ BUILD ❀ PLANTING

FallFall  
Is TheIs The  
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

COCOZZIELLO GALLOPS FOR 60-YARD TOUCHDOWN

Cougar Footballers Trip Up
Blue Devils’ Chances, 21-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Field position disadvantages, two
fumbles, an interception and the
strength of Cougar Bryan
Giannecchini’s leg sagged the
Westfield High School football
team’s record to 0-2 after falling to
Cranford, 21-14, at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on September 20.
An interception in Westfield terri-

tory led to a Cougar touchdown (TD)
in the first quarter, one fumble killed
a promising drive and Giannecchini’s
booming kicks kept the Blue Devils
hemmed in deep in their own turf.

Westfield finished with 163 yards
rushing and quarterback Jan
Cocozziello, who carried 13 times
for 118 yards and a TD, completed
11 of 17 passes for 143 yards and one
TD but the Blue Devils suffered six

penalties for 55 yards, including a
five-yard penalty and a 15-yard pen-
alty that killed a possible score on
their final drive. The Cougars fin-
ished with 114 yards on the ground,
led by Jamar Ingram with 77 yards
and one TD on 19 carries, and quar-
terback Chris Drechsel, who had a
one-yard TD run, completed six of
13 for 98 yards.

Excluding penalties, the Blue Dev-
ils had a 116-93 edge in total yards in
the first half, but Cranford walked
into the locker room with a 14-0
lead. It was evident from the start
that Westfield would experience un-
favorable field position when
Giannecchini boomed the opening
kickoff into the end zone and, after
Ingram intercepted Cocozziello’s
pass at the Westfield 31 and, later in
the series, scored on a four-yard slant
with 1:59 left in the first quarter,
Giannecchini’s successful point af-
ter bounced off the fence well be-
yond the goalpost.

Giannecchini followed up with
another kickoff into the end zone.
Westfield went three-and-out and
Cranford got good field position on
the Blue Devil 47. Seven plays later,
with 9:19 remaining in the half,
Giannecchini scooted one yard into
the end zone then boomed another
successful point after into the fence.

Kicking somewhat softer,
Giannecchini’s next kickoff stopped
at the one where Blue Devil Tyshon
Blackmon picked it up and was
smothered at the five. After both
teams traded possession, Westfield
engineered a 51-yard march that,
unfortunately, ended with
Cocozziello fumbling on the Cougar
36.

Just before the half, Blue Devil

JUNIORS HOYNES-O’CONNOR, MCNELIS NET GOALS

Raiders Record 3rd Shutout,
Top Cougar Soccer Boys, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very stubborn defense, which came
to light during their pre-season sum-
mer games in Holland, continued as
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School soccer boys notched their
third-straight shutout of the season
with a, 2-0, triumph over host
Cranford on September 17. The 3-0,
fifth-ranked Raiders had previously
felled Ridge, 2-0, and Westfield, 2-0.

Junior Casey Hoynes-O’Connor
capitalized on one of senior
midfielder, Ed Zazzali’s, patented
flip throw ins and netted the first
goal. Junior Sean McNelis, assisted
by senior Ryan Breznitsky, fired in
the second goal.

Raider freshman goalkeeper Bryan
Meredith, who recorded his third shut-
out, proved that he had the right moves
by making six saves, including three
brilliant saves. His first brilliant save
came in the first half when he dove to
his right to ward off a direct kick. In
the second half, two vicious Cougar
attacks ended in failure when he re-
jected two point-blank shots.

Cougar goalkeeper Brian Woglom,
who had seven saves, also made a
few fine stops, including a leaping
tip over the crossbar of a direct kick
from Breznitsky.

The Cougars took the initiative
early in the game and fired a couple
of volleys over the Raiders’ crossbar;

however, with a few exceptions,
Raider backs Mike Hessemer,
Terrence Charles, Greg Leischner
and Ricardo Arocha turned the direc-
tion of the ball toward the Cranford
goal for the majority of the game.

Zazzali, who also displayed some
stubborn defensive tactics, com-
mented, “Our defense is solid, once
again, this year. We had a freshman
goalie, at first, we weren’t really sure

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

PITTS NETS WINNER, CHAPLA ASSISTS

U.C. Soccer Vikings Top
Lady Highlanders, 1-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A determined, talented Union
Catholic High School girl’s soccer
team claimed an impressive, 1-0,
victory over an equally talented Gov-
ernor Livingston (GL) squad on Sep-
tember 16 in Scotch Plains. Senior
keeper Erica Ortiz recorded seven
saves and earned her second shutout
of the season and junior forward
Amanda Pitts netted the game’s only
goal. Highlander sophomore keeper,
Allison York, faced 18 shots and

made seven saves.
“It was a big win for us,” said

Viking coach Jim Revel. “We pretty
much stuck to what we wanted to do.
The chess game was their midfield
against our scorers, forwards and
defense. Today we lucked out. The
last couple of years have been great
games with these guys. We play them
again, so it will be interesting to see
what happens, because it will make
for a very interesting conference
race.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POUNCING ON A COUGAR…Blue Devil Tyshon Blackmon, No. 6, and
several teammates pounce on Cougar running back Jamar Ingram, No. 34.
Cranford scored early and held off a Blue Devil comeback to win, 21-14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING THE MOVEMENT…Raider center midfielder Ryan
Breznitsky, No 9, controls the ball as he moves it down field against Cranford.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHEN “WILD DOGS” GO WILD…The Raiders’ “Wild Dog” defense smothers a Bulldog back. The “Wild Dogs” held
MX Shabazz to just 71 yards rushing on the day and came up with a, 14-13. victory.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVEN TO WIN…Gio Palatucci, who assisted Co-Captain Lauren Shelman
on a goal, led the Blue Devil soccer girls to a 2-1 victory by rocketing a  corner
shot that curved in for the winning goal.

THE TIMESTHE TIMES
Scotch Plains - FanwoodScotch Plains - Fanwood

The Westfield LeaderThe Westfield Leader

Contact our Sales Department to help you with your
advertising.  By creating and sending your own PDFs and
electronic files via e-mail, you can save on the production
cost of your ad.  The ad you produce is then streamlined

into our publication with the greatest possible speed,
accuracy and production values.

T: 908 232 4407  •  F: 908 232 0473  •  sales@goleader.com
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Blue Devil Soccer Girls Cage
Tigers, 2-1, Giordano Nets 200

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Gymnasts Roll Over
N. Brunswick, 101.525-67.35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Getting off to a flying start, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
gymnastics team rolled over North
Plainfield, 101.525-67.35 in Scotch
Plains on September 16 in a meet that
also included three girls from Mount
St. Mary’s Academy. Raider senior
Kyla Mendes placed first in every
event except the vault, which was
won by teammate Katie Breuninger,
and had the top total in the All-Around
at 34.425. Helping the Raiders com-
plete a sweep in the All-Around were
Katie Zaleski with a total of 33.45 and
Breuninger at 32.25.

In her three event wins, Mendes
scored 8.75 on the uneven bars, 8.625
on the balance beam and 8.8 on the
floor exercise. Breuninger scored an
8.8 to win the vault. The two girls who
competed from Mt. St. Mary’s were
sophomore Allegra Kenwell and fresh-
man Christina Fa. Kenwell tied for
third with Zaleski in the vault at 8.3
while Fa placed second in the vault at
8.7 and third on the floor at 8.4.

“I was very pleased with the way
things went for our first meet. We
scored a 101.525 but we also have a
lot of room for improvement,” said
Raider Head Coach Tracey Brown.
“All of the returning girls gave some
nice solid strong performances but,
like I said, we still have a lot to clean

up. I expected that for our first meet
but am still very pleased with the
way they performed.”

Brown added, “Kate Breuninger
had a great vault scoring an 8.8. On
bars Kyla, Katie Zaleski and Kate all
had nice solid routines, but we still
have some kinks to work out. On
beam, Kyla, Katie and Jackie Tumolo
again did well but still have some
things to improve on; and, on floor
everyone did nice routines we just
need to work on our endurance.”

Jackie DeJohn, who has been nurs-
ing an injury, competed on both vault
and floor so, “it was very nice to see
her starting to work back in the
lineup,” commented Brown. Junior
Tayler Montagna got a small injury
in practice the day before the meet
and was not able to compete; how-
ever, she will be able to compete in
future meets.

Vault: 1. Breuninger (SPF) 8.8, 2. Fa
(MSM) 8.7, 3. Kenwell (MSM) 8.3, Zaleski
(SPF) 8.3

Bars: 1. Mendes (SPF) 8.75, 2. Zaleski
(SPF) 8.3, 3. Breuninger (SPF) 8.275

Beam: 1. Mendes (SPF) 8.625, 2.
Zaleski (SPF) 8.35, 3. Jackie Tumolo
(SPF) 8.225

Floor: 1. Mendes (SPF) 8.8, 2. Zaleski
(SPF) 8.5, 3. Fa (MSM) 8.4

All-Around: 1. Mendes (SPF) 34.425,
2. Zaleski (SPF) 33.45, 3. Breuninger
(SPF) 32.25

“We had my best player on the ball,
she got a free kick and put the ball
over the top of the keepers head.”

At halftime, Giordano mentioned
that he got on a few people. “They
responded just as the rest of the team,”
he said. “I stressed to them that I
believed Linden had tired towards the
middle of the first period, giving us a
lot of room. Coach Paradise and I told
them to push it down their throats,
play it out wide, get it deep and run
their defense. We did that. We got two
great scores off of two corner kicks. A
nice cross by Palatucci and Shelman
headed it in. Palatucci also has the
ability to bend the ball and she did that
on the second goal. They scored the
first goal and it was on a dumb play.
Three defenders were around their
one player that wasn’t going any-
where and we tripped her. The ball
went far bar in the corner of the net
and there is nothing that Tara
O’Donahue could do.”

In the second half, Palatucci hit a
corner kick and Shelman broke loose
down the middle, settled in at the
penalty spot and rippled the net past
the goalie on a beautiful executed
header at 6:53.

“We were down a bit after that
Scotch Plains opening loss, so early
on in the game we were perhaps a
little hesitant; unsure of ourselves,”
explained Shelman. “We wanted this
game and I think that is what it came
down to. Early in the half, we put our

passes together but we needed ad-
justment with our pace our momen-
tum and our intensity. In the second
half, we put it all together. After
scoring the tying goal, our confi-
dence just went through the roof.”

Thirteen minutes later, Palatucci
rocketed a corner shot that curved
inside the upper right corner of the
far post.

“I knew with the loss of a lot of key
players I had to step it up and take on
a leadership role and coach Giordano
spoke to me about that,” said
Palatucci. “We knew we had to play
harder and keep the ball at our feet.
As far as the corner kick, I’m always
looking for Shelman and that is what
we did this time. She was waiting for
me at the penalty spot because that’s
where I put the ball and she makes
sure she gets there. Then on the go
ahead goal from the corner kick, the
wind was blowing pretty hard and it
was going with me in my direction.
I’ve done this before, so I’m always
kind of looking for that shot. With
the wind assisting, I knew it was a
real good opportunity to put it in on
goal. We didn’t want to go 0-2, so
this was a really important game for
us to win. We had that mindset going
into this game. Then of course with
coach Giordano’s 200th win at stake,
this game was even more important.
Now that this is behind us, we can
move on to other things and start
playing our game.”

The game also marked the GL
varsity-coaching debut of Mike Roof.
“I think we had the better of the
game,” said Roof. “In the first half I
thought we played a good game and
in the second half, I thought we
pretty much dominated play, but
sometimes when you don’t finish
and you don’t put the ball in back of
the net, you come out on the wrong
end of a 1-0 game. What I like to
stress is possession. That is what is
going to win us ball games. We had
the ball obviously more than the
opposing team. We controlled the
pace and how we wanted to play, and
that’s how we’re going to win that
game, but then there are times out
there when you have a couple of
lapses, but you go on and do the best
you can.”

Both teams had their offensive
game plans working well, moving
the ball from one side of the field to
the other effectively. Quick give and
go’s through the middle and moving
the ball swiftly to the flanks was
prevalent. Although GL controlled
the tempo and beat the Vikings to the
ball for most of the first half and had
multiple scoring opportunities, the
strong Viking defense covered and
disrupted the GL forwards.

“Our defense is young and we lost
two starters,” explained Revel. “We
still have to get a little better. We
knew what they were going to try to
do; we just had to figure out how to
counteract. We waited early in the
game to see just how they were going
to incorporate their whole game plan.
Their midfield maintained posses-

sion and passed the ball very well
with short passes. We know we don’t
have that kind of skill, so we tried to
frustrate their passes and hoped they
make a mistake.”

The Vikings scored in the 16th
minute of the first half when Pitts
crossed to junior right midfielder
Danielle Chapla who made her way
to the box, then chipped the ball back
to Pitts who torched the net for the
score.

“We were able to stay really well
composed,” said Viking sweeper
Nicole Hauck. “The midfield was
there and we were able to work our
way up field and put a goal in. We
have a lot of skill going up the middle
from defense all the way to the for-
wards. So we work our way through
the middle with our forwards check-
ing to the ball and making their runs,
and they were able to put it away.
This game definitely set the tone for
our season. We now need to look past
this and be able to step up and move
on.”

The Highlanders came close to
ripping the Viking net 20 minutes
into the game when sophomore
Meridith Talbot launched a 20-yard
blast that bounced off the right cross-
bar.

“We definitely played hard, but
you can’t win them all,” said Talbot.
“We went out hard, had our chances
but didn’t finish, so we definitely
need to work on that. We played a
good passing game although we car-
ried the ball a little to long at times,
giving them the opportunity to at-
tack.”

U.C. Soccer Vikings Top
Lady GL Highlanders, 1-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

High School Boys
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 16:
Rahway 4, Governor Livingston 1

Matt Sincaglia netted the lone goal
for the Highlanders. Paulo Brandao
scored twice for the 2-0 Indians.

SEPTEMBER 17:
Linden 3, Westfield 2

Brendan Egan netted both goals
for Westfield and Awal Mohammed
scored two goals for Linden. Blue
Devil Brian Pirot had 17 saves.
Union 7, Plainfield 0

The Farmers had a field day as
Nick Stavrakis and Fernando
Rodriguez harvested two goals each.

SEPTEMBER 22:
Westfield 2, Elizabeth 1

Lee Tomasso and Tom Taylor net-
ted goals for the Blue Devils.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3, Newark
East Side 0

Josh Kay fired in two goals and AJ
Appezzato added a goal and an as-
sist.

High School Girls
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 17:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3,
Cranford 0

Jenna Balestriere fired in two goals
and Kelly Rigano netted one for the
2-0 Raiders. Nicole Daria had an
assist and goalie Lauren Mains made
two saves.

SEPTEMBER 22:
Westfield 6, Elizabeth 0

Anne McCarthy netted two goals
and an assist for Westfield. Dani
Fried, Anne Siwulec, Carrie Hubbard
and Melissa Rosen also scored for
Westfield.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 10, New-
ark East Side 0

Jessie Sapienza rippled the net
twice and added an assist for the 3-0
Raiders. Michelle Fischer had a goal
and an assist. Jenna Balestriere,
Meaghan Kelly, Loni Kay, Kristen
Zyla, Lauren Mains, Nicole Daria
and Kristen Bover also scored for the
Raiders.
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION
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NO 2ND GUESSING, “INVEST WITH THE BEST”

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Paver Brick Driveways
Walks & Patios

Stone Retaining Walls
New Plantings

Drainage Systems
Masonry Work

Serving Westfield
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey
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FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
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✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

Fully Insured  •  FREE Estimates

PAVING

908-753-7281

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
Family Owned & Operated

OLIVER A

PAVING

����������	��������
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GLENN AIREL
732-548-1783 • 732-259-8776

CONSTRUCTION CORP.

CUSTOM BUILDER AND GENERAL CONTRACTOR

�� � ����

DON’T GET CAUGHT UP IN ANY SALES PITCH. MEET THE
MOST HONEST CONTRACTOR OF ALL. DON’T SIGN ANY
THING UNTIL YOU MEET GLENN.

REATG
DDITIONSA

• Marble & Granite Fabricators •

“Looking forward to doing business with you.  Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-232-5300
Fax: 908-233-5655

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

e e

Castle Keep, Inc.
BUILDING AND RESTORATION

castlebuilder@verizon.net414 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD  • 908-232-8965

Free In-Home Project
Evaluations & Estimates

General & Mechanical Construction
Carpentry • Custom Millwork & Cabinetry

Masonry / Tile & Stone Setting
Roofing / Weatherproofing • Decks / Patios

Offering Professional . . . Residential & Commercial

. . . Design, Fabrication, Installation & Repair Services

“ How The Areas Best Looking Lawns Get That Way ”
• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design

• Year-Long Plantings

• Lawn Maintenance

• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls

• Now Accepting Fall Reservations:  Maintenance & Planting •
����������	
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Wet Basement

Mold Problem

Poor Water Pressure

?
“We have been working your area for
many years with satisfied customers.”

M.CROSS
P L U M B I N G

908-789-9163
Call us for a free estimate.

Since 1969

Michael Cross Plumbing Lic.#3932
Insured / Bonded

We Can Help.

PETE & FRED’S
GUTTER CLEANING

WWWWWestfestfestfestfestfield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotch Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plains
CrCrCrCrCranfanfanfanfanfororororord • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainside

Free Estimates
FULLY INSURED

Serving

908-347-1310

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

Wallcovering
Installation

S I N C E  1 9 7 5

908-654-4166

Wallpaper • Grasscloth
54” Vinyls & Fabrics • Foil

Suede • Linen • Silks

Robert J. Ricci

732-489-1929

Kitchens, Baths & Basements
Tiles , Painting & General Home Repair

Anti-Slip Treatments for
Bathtubs & Tile Floors

Free Estimates

“Top Quality-
 Low Cost”

fi   nessCUSTOM
and Pilates Studio

235 Elmer Street, Westfield

908-654-5379
Personal Trainers:

Lisa Spector • Fred Lecomte

Cardio • Sport Specifics
Weight Management

Residential & Commercial
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE DESIGN

& LAWN MAINTENANCE
  SNOW PLOWING

SERVING SCOTCH PLAINS
& SURROUNDING AREAS

  Free Estimates   •   Fully Insured

Advertise Your Business or
Service In This Space.

For rates call
the Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DAZZLING A TIGER…Westfield Blue Devil Aly Ludmer, right, combined
speed, agility and footwork to work past a Linden defender. Westfield went on
the cage the Tigers, 2-1 in Westfield on September 18.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHESS GAME AT MIDFIELD…Union Catholic soccer Viking Amanda Pitts,
No. 9, made a statement by netting the winning goal against the Governor
Livingston Highlanders in Scotch Plains on September 16.
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RAIDER BOYS EDGE IMPROVED BLUE DEVILS, 25-30

SPF Raider XC Girls Shatter
Blue Devils’ 88-Meet Streak

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

September 17 became a very
memorable day for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School cross country
girls and the 3.3-mile course at
Branch Brook Park in Newark be-
came a memorable place as the Raid-
ers defeated Westfield for the first
time in their history, 24-33, and
breezed past Shabazz, 15-50. The
loss snapped an 88 dual-meet win-
ning streak held by the Blue Devils
since 1992.

Last year, Westfield destroyed the
Raiders, 19-36.

“With virtually the same team we
had last year, save for the addition of
one person, we were able to drasti-

cally change that result, but the dif-
ference is that they have made a
commitment to training and put in
their roadwork in the summer,” said
Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel.

Raider junior Mary Shashaty
crossed first in a time of 20:50. Blue
Devils Annie Onishi and Deenie Quinn
finished 2-3 with respective times of
20:54 and 21:50 but Raider juniors
Laura Harrison at 21:57 and Christine
DeLuca at 22:06 and freshman Allie
Hoynes-O’Connor at 22:42 grabbed
the next three spots. Blue Devil Rachel
Barrett took seventh at 22:49, fol-
lowed by Raiders Liz Elko at 22:52
and Steph Ricca at 22:56 and Blue
Devil Dorothy Chou at 22:56.

“We had the race in control from
the beginning, so it was nice to watch
it play out,” said Koegel. “It is defi-
nitely an event that will never be
forgotten, just as with the boy’s first
ever victory over Westfield in 1998.
We had never beaten Westfield in
girls’ cross-country. This definitely
signifies a turning point in our girls’
program, and hopefully the girls will
take this momentum and carry it
through the championship season.”

According to Koegel, “All of the
girls ran what would have converted
to big personal bests. Mary’s time
probably would have converted to a
sub-20:00 effort. She was pushed
pretty hard by Annie Onishi, who
was running in only her second, cross
country race ever. Annie is a very
tough kid, and a very good runner as
well, so it is always an accomplish-
ment to beat her, regardless of the
race distance. She and Deenie form a
very strong 1-2 combo. I wouldn’t
mind having them on our team.”

Koegel, who added his personal
touch this year, said, “I made a com-
mitment to running with them to show
them the difference between going
out and putting one foot in front of the
other and training like a cross-coun-
try team. They may not have seen why
we were putting in that many miles or
running at those paces then, but I
think they see it now.”

Koegel added, “The program has
also benefited greatly from the addi-
tion of Rob Rafferty, who is in his
first year at the school. It is nice to
have someone young and enthusias-
tic to work with, and we have estab-
lished a very good working relation-
ship and friendship already that will
only serve to benefit both the boys’
and the girls’ cross-country programs

at Scotch Plains-Fanwood.”
The Raider boys, who graduated

their third through sixth runners,
narrowly defeated Westfield, 25-30,
and bounced Shabazz, 15-50, to up
their record to 2-0. Seniors Zack
McGuire and Brian Kopnicki fin-
ished 1-2 with identical times of
18:18 followed by sophomore Josh
Zinman at 18:35. Blue Devils Josh
McMahon at 18:36, Kris Kagan at
18:39, Scott Steinberg at 19:20, Jay
Hoban at 19:29 and Matt Kamel at
19:30 finished fourth through eighth
followed by Raiders Brian Glassett
at 19:38 and Mike Miller at 19:49.

“We went into this meet expecting
Westfield to be better than they had
been the past few years, and we were
correct,” said Koegel.

McGuire and Kopnicki, running
under Koegel’s orders, hung back to
pull Zinman along in efforts to seal
victory with a 1-2-3 finish.

“We were worried about how our
third through seventh runners would
stack up against Westfield’s, so we
decided that it was in our best inter-
ests to secure a 1-2-3 finish,” ex-
plained Koegel.

linebacker Marc Dowling recovered
a fumble at Cougar 47, but the drive
sputtered at the 12-yard line.

Early in the second half, Blackmon
had a 20-yard reception but fumbled
the ball over to Cranford. Two plays
later, Dowling intercepted at the Blue
Devil 32. Two plays later,
Cocozziello faked a handoff and
weaved around several would be tack-
lers and dashed 60-yards for the TD
with 1:41 left in the third quarter.

“I saw the inside linebacker blitz-
ing and I knew I couldn’t get it to
Tyshon, so I faked it and just went
with it. That was just a read at the line
that I read,” explained Cocozziello.

Cranford answered with a 71-yard,
13-play march – assisted by a 15-
yard defensive interference call –
ending in Drechsel’s one-yard TD
sneak with 7:02 left in the game.
Giannecchini’s successful point af-
ter nailed the fence. Less then two
minutes later, Westfield scored on a

about, but we’ve come to the conclu-
sion that he is the real deal. The
chemistry in the back is great. The
smarts and skills combined are what
holds our defense together.”

The Cougar defense got rocked
midway through the first half (20th
minute) when Zazzali’s flip throw
sailed over Woglom’s reach and landed
in front of the goal where Hoynes-
O’Connor tapped it into the open net.

“Eddie threw it. It went over the
keeper and I was behind the de-
fense,” recounted Hoynes-O’Connor.
“Ed’s a great thrower!”

Zazzali, who did not use his flip
throw in the previous game against
Westfield, explained, “The reason I
could not do it against Westfield was
because it rained early in the first
half, which made the balls really
slippery. The grass was covered with
water throughout the game, but to-
day, it being a nice, sunny and dry
day, I was able to throw the ball.”

Hoynes-O’Connor’s goal caused
the Cougars to change their defense.
“I think they started dropping their
defensive midfield a little bit more
because we were opening a lot of
holes, allowing the outside
midfielders to run through. Ed and
Casey were going right past them, so
they wanted to cut off the angles a
little bit,” said McNelis.

Twelve minutes later, in the 32nd
minute, Breznitsky looped a direct

kick toward McNelis, who slanted a
shot into the left corner of the net.

“I caught the ball with my quad
(thigh) and took a shot from outside
the 18. And, it was just lucky enough
to go in the corner,” explained
McNelis. “Ryan hit the earlier shot
and I was in the right place at the
right time.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 0 2
Cranford 0 0 0

Raider Record Third Shutout,
Top Cougar Soccer Boys, 2-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

70-yard drive after Dan Clark made
a spectacular, 42-yard reception and
Cocozziello hit Bryan Power with a
25-yard TD pass. Kicker Paul
Goldweitz connected with his sec-
ond point after to narrow the score to
21-14.

“They came out steaming,” said
Cocozziello of Cranford. “They
steamrolled us all the way down the
field to score. In the second, third
and fourth quarters, we moved the
ball, but we just had stupid penal-
ties.”

Westfield kicker Giuseppe Insigna
followed with an on-sides kick that
was grabbed by Blackmon at the
Cranford 41. At that point, hope of a
victory existed. Unfortunately, the
drive was killed with a five-yard
procedure penalty and a 15-yard pen-
alty followed by a pass in the flats
that was far short of a first down.
With possession, Cranford proceeded
to kill the clock.

“Just like Union last year, I thought
we could come back, down 21, but it
was a tough loss. We had two penal-
ties that killed us and we were back
second-and-19. There was nothing
we could do,” said Cocozziello.

The Blue Devils will travel Scotch
Plains to face the 2-0 Raiders tomor-
row, September 26 at 3 p.m.
Cranford 7 7 0 7 21
Westfield 0 0 7 7 14

Cougar Footballers Trip Up
Blue Devils’ Chances, 21-14

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

High School Girls
Volleyball Results:

SEPTEMBER 16:
Westfield over Clifton, 23-25, 27-
25, 25-16, 25-21

Jackie LeBlanc notched 13 kills
and seven aces for the No. 15 Blue
Devils and Sophie Hall had 19 as-
sists and six aces.
Union Catholic over Cranford, 25-
11, 25-16, 25-12

Jen Monroy hammered 11 kills and
added four digs and two blocks for the
No. 6 Vikings. Katie Seamon had five
kills and five digs and Courtney Har-
ris had six kills and two digs.

SEPTEMBER 22:
Rahway over Westfield, 11-25, 26-
24, 25-13, 22-25, 15-8

Jamie Godfrey had 13 service
points, two aces, 18 digs and 18
assists for Rahway. Francesca Garay
notched nine kills, made five blocks
and had seven digs.

Cranford over Summit, 23-25, 25-
21, 25-27, 25-18, 15-11

Kristin Savnik had 20 assists and
Tara Scaramuzzi had five service
aces for the 3-1 Cougars.

Westfield PAL D Tops
Irvington, Hanover

The Westfield PAL D football team
won its first two games of the season
by downing Irvington, 12-0, and
Hanover, 13-12.

Against Irvington, offensive play-
ers Nicholas Matthews and Michael
Giacone opened up big holes for
Anthony Pafumi and Taylor Brand to
rush for a combined 140 yards. The
Westfield defense had strong perfor-
mances from Christian Barber and
Peter Ondi.

Against Hanover, Tim Hoblitzell’s
blocking opened big holes for the
running backs. Brandon Ruhl had a
long touchdown run and led the rush-
ing with more than 100 yards. Craig
Callahan and Thomas Snyder were
especially strong on defense.

The D team will host Scotch Plains
on Sunday, September 28 at 10:30
a.m.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
ROLLING RIGHT…Blue Devil full-
back Bart Walsh, No. 34, rolls right
and looks for an opening in the Cou-
gar defense.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE FIRST GOAL…Casey Hoynes-O’Connor, No. 8, scored the
first Raider goal against the Cougars after a flip throw in from Ed Zazzali. Casey
netted his goal 20 minutes into the first half.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033

Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2002, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $449,000 Westfield                                                   $875,000

Westfield $799,900 Warren                                                      $895,000 Fanwood                                                   $244,000

Rare opportunity.  Cowperthwaite Square townhomes are hard to come
by.  2 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, eat-in kitchen, garage.  WSF2524

Still time for personal planning input.  Superior quality materials used
throughout.  9’ ceilings first floor, 5 bedrooms.  WSF2870

Charming colonial within walking to town, school, transportation.  5
bedrooms, 2 baths, sun porch.  Deep yard.  WSF2794

Wychwood Wonderful!  True centerhall colonial in remarkable con-
dition & offering a fabulous location.  All newly renovated.  WSF2760

Wonderful custom ranch on 7+ acres.  3 bedrooms, 5 room guest
suite, pool, patio, deck.  Call for details or: 60ferguson.com.  WSF2461

Brick and stucco duplex.  Living Room, dining room, newer kitchen,
2 bedrooms, brand new bath, large deck.  Walk to town, tran.
WSF2577

Westfield                                                   $454,900

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
have the capabilities of making large
color posters (24x18 and smaller) of
sports photos or any photos you may
wish to be reproduced. Prices are
reasonable. Call David Corbin at
(908) 232-4407 or e-mail Dave for
information at dave@goleader.com.
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Westfield PAL ‘A’ Wallops
Hanover Grid Boys, 33-0

The Westfield PAL Football “A”
Team crushed host Hanover, 33-0,
on September 21. Westfield over-
came some mistakes with great ef-
fort and big plays on both sides of the
ball.

Westfield’s defense, under the di-
rection of Defensive Coordinator
Scott Selert, came to play, consis-
tently providing the offense with good
field position. Defensive end John
Dugan led the charge with two
blocked punts, two quarterback sacks
and several tackles. Defensive line-
men Josh Gribbin and Ryan Scanlon,
linebackers Scott Newman, Patrick
Stanley and Austin Rolnick and de-
fensive backs Charlie Read, Mike
Wikander and Eddie Simmons con-
tributed multiple tackles. Alex Falk
had a fumble recovery.

Westfield’s first score was set up
by Simmon’s 28-yard punt return to
the Hanover 15. Three plays later, he
plunged in from the two. Ryan Brand
followed with a PAT run. In the sec-
ond quarter the Blue Devil scoring
drive started at the Hanover 39, fol-
lowing Dugan’s blocked punt. Run-
ning backs Mike Phillips, Simmons
and Brand broke strong runs before
Phillips scored from the two. QB
Kevin Neylan hit end Michael
Fitzpatrick with the PAT pass for a
14-0 halftime lead.

Westfield scored three second-half
touchdowns. Starting at the Hanover
19, following Dugan’s second
blocked punt, the Blue Devils
pounded to the two where Simmons
dove in for the TD. Falk recovered a
fumble at the Hanover 40. QB Evan
Shapiro hit Fitzpatrick for 14 yards.
Three plays later, Phillips scored from
the eight. Brand scored the PAT. Fi-

nally, on the last play, Neylan at
running back, scampered 42 yards
for a touchdown.

Westfield will play their home
opener on Sunday, September 28 at
Kehler Stadium at 1:15 p.m. against
Scotch Plains.

Raider Gridders Turn on ‘D’,
Nip Shabazz Bulldogs, 14-13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

blocked punt early on our first series
for a touchdown and that gave them
points, but we didn’t fold. We had
opportunities that we did not take
advantage of in the first half. We also
made corrections on the punt team.
The defense was outstanding all day,
except for a breakdown once or twice.
Offensively, we did what we had to
do, but the big thing was how tough
our kids played in a big game; that’s
what I was really proud of.”

The punishing “Wild Dog” de-
fense limited the Bulldogs to 71 rush-
ing yards. Junior defensive tackle
Marc Fabiano, who made eight tack-
les, including a sack, said,” I just try
to go 100 percent. The entire defense
worked hard. Last week we were a
little shaky. This week, we stepped it
up big. (Rob) Maroney made a nice
tackle at the end to help us stop that
third down, then (Travis) Boff had
that sack. It was awesome. I love
going after it and I hate to stop.
Coach is right; when you stop they
may make the big play and score.”

Tim Karis made nine tackles and
Mike Dinizo made seven tackles and
recovered a fumble. Boff, who added
seven tackles and rushed 51 yards,

said, “We knew that they were going
to be fast, big and physical and we
came out ready and hit them pretty
hard throughout the game.”

The Bulldogs struck first with less
than three minutes remaining in the
first quarter when a blocked punt
resulted in a 29-yard touchdown gal-
lop by Ryan Little. Moneace Lavoil
kicked the extra point.

“We let up a big play on that punt
block, but we all stayed in there and kept
our poise,” said senior captain Charlie
Bachi. “We never gave up, showed a lot
of improvement over last week and
came through with a victory.”

The Raiders scored with 4:34 left in
the second quarter when Baker blasted
in from the one. Baumwell split the
uprights to even things up at, 7-7.

The “Wild Dogs” remained tough
in the third quarter with devastating
tackles, that sputtered the Bulldog
drive at their 46. With the Raiders in
control, LaForge tossed a screen pass
to Baker who then shifted left, re-
ceived a key block on the sideline
from Moroney and sprinted for the
TD. Baumwell’s extra point was
good, and the Raiders had a 14-7
lead with 11:33 remaining.

“The screen play is designed to be
set up as a pretentious block indicat-
ing a deep pass,” explained Baker. “I
let the defensive end come in, and I
follow behind all the defensive line-
men. Once I receive the pass, I fol-
low my blocks and Moroney did a
great job on that play.”

With 5:17 remaining in the game,
the Bulldogs scored on a 35-yard pass
from Temir Hill to tight end Jamar
Nolan, but the critical conversion kick
sailed outside the right post.

With less than one minute remaining,
Shabazz threatened from the 25, but the
Raiders responded with outstanding
coverage by Powers and a smashing
tackle by Maroney to bring up a fourth
down. Boff on a very well timed play
sprung loose and smothered Hill for a
sack, insuring the victory.

Raider Kevin Urban added,
“Shabazz came in as a big, physical
and speedy team. Offensively, I
thought we were a little shaky, but
we’ll iron that out. As a team, we
stepped it up and came through.”
Shabazz 7 0 0 6 13
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 7 7 0 14

DOMINATING DEFENSE…The Westfield PAL B team’s defense dominates
again, pitching a shutout. Michael Clark puts a hit on a Hanover defender as
Jimmy Reardon and Chris Rhodes look on. Westfield won, 26-0.

Westfield PAL B Thrashes
Hanover Grid Boys, 26-0

Westfield’s PAL seventh-grade
team won its second game of the
season with a, 26-0, triumph over
Hanover on September 21.

Westfield started its first the drive
with carries by David Babetski and
Brandon Rolnick. Their first touch-
down came after center; Joe Kania
recovered a fumble and inched
across the goal line.

With Hanover testing the
Westfield defense, Jihaad Billups,
Brett DeFazio, James Diddell and
Michael Clark thwarted their ef-
forts. Defensive players Gerald
Schuman, Michael Tarnofsky, Spen-
cer Cassidy, Chris Jacob and Sam
Murphy also kept Hanover in check.

Westfield’s offense worked to-
gether to block and Tyshon Allen

took out a last obstacle for Rolnick
to easily run into the end zone. A
crucial block by Chris Sheehan set
up Chris Roads’ touchdown run and
Alex Debbie caught an extra-point
pass.

Jimmy Readon stuffed Hanover’s
fourth-down punt fake. Westfield
took over and Ricardo Johnson
dashed across the goal line.

Later, Evan Paulen pulled off a
solo tackle and other defensive play-
ers, John Gilmartin, Dan Ludlum,
Nick DeFreitas and Kevin Clouson
protected Westfield territory. Eric
Moran and the offensive line opened
holes to allow DeFazio’s tenacious
drives in the final minutes, which
defined Westfield’s domination of
the game.

Ashley Kent Competes
For William Smith

GENEVA, N.Y. – First-year de-
fender Ashley Kent of Westfield is a
member of the William Smith Col-
lege girls soccer team. As of Septem-
ber 16, the Herons have a 2-1 record.

Last year the Division 3 Herons
finished 17-4-3 and advanced to the
NCAA semifinals. This year, the
Herons have been ranked fourth in
the pre-season Division 3 poll.

Prudential Properties
Sets Golf Tourney
For Sunshine Kids

Residential real estate firm, Pru-
dential New Jersey Properties, is
holding the first Prudential New Jer-
sey Properties/Sunshine Kids Golf
Tournament at Royce Brook Coun-
try Club in Hillsborough on Friday,
October 17. The event, coordinated
by Dillon Bryant and Courtney Or-
lando of the Martinsville office, will
benefit The Sunshine Kids, a non-
profit organization dedicated to help-
ing children with cancer.

Openings for golfers as well as
sponsorship opportunities are still
available. Festivities will begin with
a continental breakfast at 10 a.m..
The tournament will start at noon.
Lunch will be served on the course
and the event will conclude with an
awards dinner and charity auction.

Corporate sponsorships range from
$250 to $3,500. Hole sponsorships
begin at $250. Player entry is $250
per person, which includes food,
range balls, green fees, cart, prizes
and donation. The deadline for regis-
trants is October 10. For further in-
formation, please call (732) 469-
1516, extension no. 256, or (732)
921-1825.

Original Wychwood Tudor
Charming home, located on a 120 front foot, .38 acre lot;
10 + rooms, 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, and 2 car attached
garage.  Complimented by a 290 sq. foot kitchen, over
30 feet of counter, eating area with three windowed sides,
Jenn.air counter top & separate grill, and ceramic floor.
Large living room enhanced by stone & oak fire place;
other first floor areas: entrance hall, laundry/mud room,
office, and screened porch.  Basement finished rooms
and Workshop.  Central air conditioning.  $1,065,000

The Johnson Agency, Inc.
22 Prospect Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

William W. McMeekan  Sales Associate
908-232-0300

Area High School
Field Hockey Results:

SEPTEMBER 16:
Westfield 5, Columbia 1

The 1-1 Blue Devils unloaded on
the stunned Cougars with two goals
each from Emily Printz and Lauren
Purdy and one from Michelle
Markowski.

Cranford 2, Roselle Park 0
Jessica Green and Jessica

Hampson netted goals for the 1-1
Cougars.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING YOUR DISTANCE…Raider wide receiver Mike Walker, No. 11,
whacks a stiff arm on a MX Shabazz Bulldog defender. Walker hauled in 17
yards in the air and the Raiders won, 14-13.

Congratulations!

Weichert
The sign of neighborhood knowledge at work for you.

®

For purchase prices up to $403,375 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 5.25% with 3 points, A.P.R. 5.575%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $552.20.  For purchase prices from $403,375 to $840,000, the monthly payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 5.5% with 3 points on a “Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 5.788%.
An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $2838.95. Figures herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condominium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of May 1, 2003, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in
NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.   Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.                                                                                                      For Your Benefit, Consider A Career In Real Estate. • Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

weichert.com

Real Estate

Tip #2
Save time and effort:  Map this 

weekend's Open House route online.

Everyone always needs more time on the weekend to get

everything done, but here's a simple tip to save time.  To

see more Open Houses in one afternoon, visit weichert.com

and click on Open Houses.  After selecting the homes you

want to visit, you can print out a map that logically routes

you from house to house, from whatever starting point you

choose.  How's that for convenient!

Visit weichert.com or call your local Weichert
Associate, your neighborhood specialist.

Westfield Office  185 Elm Street  /  Westfield, NJ 07090  /  908-654-7777

BUY FOR $3,546 BUY FOR $3,389

BUY FOR $1,862 BUY FOR $3,263BUY FOR $3,259 BUY FOR $2,606

Mountainside: 3 BR Ranch, w/ Brand New FPL,
newer Kit & BTH, Move in condition, finished
Bsmnt, Conv to trans.  $395,000 (052009020)

Westfield: Value packed - 5 BR Colonial on cul
de sac.  Many luxury upgrades including frnt
porch.  $815,000 (052008735)

Scotch Plains: Exp. Ranch on over 3/4 acre.
5BR, 3.5BTH, 1st FL. Laundry RM, 2 Rec RMS,
abundant storage, refinished HWD FLRS.
$779,000  (052009057)

Cranford: Beautifully updated 3 bdr 2.5 bath
Col.  Full fin. bsmt.  w/full bth.  bright kit. w/
skylight + bay win.  LR w/fpl. $428,000
(052009075)

Scotch Plains: Pristine cond., many updates,
1 acre prop., deck, porch, fin. bsmt, near
schools.  $749,000  (052008991)

Mountainside: Immaculate 3 Br, 2 BTH, Ranch
on picturesque property.  LR, DR, FR w/FP, CAC,
updates incl Kit, refin HWF, paver walk/steps,
deck, roof and more!!!  $589,000  (052009036)

Scotch Plains: Sunlit Sophisticated 10 Room
Custom Ranch w/ the finest Amenities through-
out.  $750,000 (052008699)

ROBERT DEL RUSSO

NANCY KRONHEIMER

Top Sales & Top Producer
Month of August

Weichert Million Dollar Sales /
Marketed Club

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club
Bronze Level 1986-97
100 Marketed Club

Top Lister
Month of August

Weichert Million Dollar Sales Club
Weichert Million Dollar Marketed Club

New Construction

BUY FOR $1,670

Updated Ranch! Captivating

Magnificent Colonial Distinctive

Carol Lyons 

The Answer to Your 

Real Estate Needs 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  

(908) 301-2048 Direct 

(908) 233-5555 Office 

CarolHelps@aol.com 

New Colonial to be built featuring 4 bedrooms, 2½ baths, 

eat-in kitchen, family room with gas fireplace, master bed-

room with gas fireplace and private bath, 2 car attached 

garage, multi-zone central air, full basement and more...Call 

Carol Lyons today for details and floor plans.             

Offered at $539,900.               WSF6776 

NEW CONSTRUCTION—SCOTCH PLAINS 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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PLACING HIGH IN THE TRIATHLON…Roshan, left, and Yasmin Nozari of
Westfield placed third and second, respectively, in their age group in the
Danskin Women’s Triathlon at Sandy Hook National Seashore on September
14. Yasmin is a senior at Westfield High School and Roshan is a junior at the
Morristown Beard School.

Blue Devils ‘DW’ Boys Tie
Hanover in Grid Scrimmage
The Westfield Blue Devils DW

football team traveled to Hanover
and played to a two touchdown
apiece scrimmage tie. Westfield’s
two explosive scores came on tricky
double reverse runs of over 60 yards
each.

In the first half, quarterback
Patrick Dyer handed off to tight end
Brendan Dugan, who then handed
off to wide receiver Charlie Callinan,
who ran over 60 yards for the score.
Three plays later Dyer handed off
again to Dugan, who faked the
handoff to Callinan and ran for over
60 yards for the touchdown.

Dyer completed two passes to

wing back Brandon Vassallo for
gains of seven yards and one yard.
Running backs Colin Barber,
Frankie Scalera and Vassallo rushed
the ball behind the very explosive
offensive linemen Nicholas Arnold,
Nicholas Colello, Kyle Kania, Ryan
Elliot, Michael Carlino, Jonathan
Nanna and Brian Fritz.

The stifling defense was led by an
aggressive defensive line. Defen-
sive tackles, Anthony Amatucci and
Tim Walsh were involved in almost
every tackle. Defensive backs Aus-
tin Slifer, Dillon Rolnick and Tho-
mas Ross recorded tackles behind
the line of scrimmage. Linebackers
James Gilmartin and Troy Skibitsky
delivered punishing tackles in both
halves. Defensive players Connor
Chopey, Michael D’Antico, Ryan
Marsh, Joseph Salmon and Taylor
Friss all made tackles.

Westfield U14 Girls Top
West Windsor, 46-26
The Westfield U14 girls basket-

ball team improved their pre-season
Flemington basketball league record
to 3-0 with a, 46-26, win over West
Windsor. Gabrielle O’Leary had 19
points, including 9-14 from the foul
line and Erin Miller had 16 points to
lead the team in scoring.

Stephanie Slodycska had four
points and seven rebounds while
Casey el Kourey chipped in five
points, seven boards and three steals.
Rose Driscoll had two points, six
assists and three steals. Leighann
Skorge and Danielle Infantino tied
for team-high in rebounds with nine
each. Ally Oberlander had three
steals, three rebounds and two as-
sists.

The team blew open a close game
with a, 17-4, fourth-quarter spurt.
Westfield shot 13 of 18 from the free
throw line overall to help seal the
win.

Razorbacks Baffle
Blue Thunder, 3-1
Exceptional goalkeeping proved the

key as the Woodbridge Razorbacks
soccer team outlasted the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) U13 Blue Thunder 3-
1. The Thunder mounted an aggressive
25-shot attack with the sole goal tallied
by Danny Gore off a rebound booted
by Marc Fusillo. Mark Koransky, Juan
Castillo and Greg Bencivengo added
to the barrage of shots.

SPF goalkeeper Andrew Smith was
kept busy all afternoon stopping a 14-
shot attack while the defense was an-
chored by Denzel Amankwah, Danny
Rodriquez and Michael Roth. The Blue
Thunder record stands at 1-1 as the fall
campaign continues Sunday against
Cranford.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, September 23 2003 the following ordi-
nance entitled:

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE
EXECUTION OF AN AMENDED
AND RESTATED STANDBY
ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT
WITH THE SENIOR CITIZEN
HOUSING CORPORATION OF
SCOTCH PLAINS AND CON-
SENTING TO THE ISSUANCE
OF REFUNDING BONDS BY
THE SENIOR CITIZEN HOUS-
ING CORPORATION OF
SCOTCH PLAINS.

was duly adopted on second and final
reading.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 9/25/03, The Times Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: GEORGE W. MUELLER, De-
ceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 19TH day of SEPTEMBER, A.D. 2003,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
EXECUTOR of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

LINDA F. MUELLER
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEY
ROBERT H. JAFFE
8 MOUNTAIN AVENUE
SPRINGFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07081
1 T - 9/25/03, The Times Fee: $18.87

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results

A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association
of Scotch Plains announced the
results of the “9-hole 100% Handi-
cap” tournament held September
16 and the club championship held
from August 19 through Septem-
ber 16.

FLIGHT A:
Low gross: Chris Haight 45
Low net: Haight 32
Second: Alice Callahan 35
Third: M Wetzel and M Hickey 38

FLIGHT B:
Low gross: Carol Katz 54
Low net: J Lausten 33
Second: Katz 35
Third: Nancy Phares 37

FLIGHT C:
Low gross: Nettie McGuire 54
Low net: McGuire 29
Second: Phylis Coumbe 39
Third: Mary Hughes 43

Low putts: Callahan and Charlene
Szenyi
Chip in: Elise Blanchette (hole 7)

CHAMPIONSHIP:
Best 3 of 5 Scores no handicap:
Group A Winner Carol Nichols
141, Runner up Marge Grimmer
142
Group B Winner Marj Ruff 156,
Runner up Carol Katz 157
Group C Winner Nettie McGuire
161, Runner up Jo Miller 174

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUPPORTING THEIR TEAM…The Cranford High School football fans came
out in large numbers to support their team on September 20 at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. The Cougars showed their appreciation by providing the
fans with a 21-14 victory.

Impeccable, very spacious home.  4/5 BR, 10 RMS, 3½ BTH.  Sunny Beauty Kraft kitchen w/
center isle, wood floors, custom Pella windows, subzero and adjoining great room w/skylights
and access to deck, wooded private lot and fish pond w/waterfall.  Elegant LR & FR w/frplcs, DR
w/bay window, large MBR suite (26’x18’) w/2 wlk-in closets and full bath, office, RR, walk-up
attic and much more.  Quiet location.  $929,000

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2002
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

Hye-Young Choi

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, Sept 28th • 1-4 PM
93 Barchester Way, Westfield

Weichert

Weichert

Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

PEN HOUSE: Sunday September 28th, 1-4 pm
WESTFIELD - 446 Grove Street

O

PEN HOUSE: Sunday October 5th, 1-4 pm
WESTFIELD - 29 Rodman Lane

O

     elcome to 446 Grove Street in the premiere community of Westfield.  This pristine (recently
renovated) Dutch Colonial boasts quality upgrades and amenities.  Featuring Living Room with
wood burning fireplace, 5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, gourmet kitchen and family room plus den.
The large formal dining room overlooks a recently landscaped yard and deck.  The basement
includes a finished family room, light infused wet bar,wine closet, utility room, laundry room,
and full bath.  Moments to town, schools, parks and transportation.  $784,500.

     elcome to this captivating New England Colonial nestled on a quiet cul-de sac in the desirable
Wychwood section of town.  Featuring 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, living room with wood burning
fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen, family room plus Florida room with vaulted
beamed ceilings.  The manicured yard overlooks a profusion of seasonal plantings and flowers.
Moments from Echo Lake Country Club, Echo Lake Park, schools and transportation.  $875,000.

W

W

Patricia O’Connor
Sales Representative

Office: 908-654-7777
e mail: pattyoconnor@weichert.com

For further information, please contact:

Westfield Office • 185 Elm Street • 908-654-7777

Invite Us In . . . We’ll Bring ResultsOffices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

12 New Jersey
Properties

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Scotch PlainsScotch Plains

Unique Expanded Ranch with contemporary 

flair on picturesque acre property has 5 BRs

and 4 Baths. Available immediately. 

 Asking $699,900 

Spectacular newer Colonial in pristine 

condition, 5 BRs, 4.5 Baths, open floor plan,

quiet cul-de-sac location.

Offered at $1,150,000 

FanwoodFanwood

Just Listed! Gracious 1890 Colonial in 

immaculate condition features 10 rms, 5 

BRs, 2.1 Baths. Deck off kitchen overlooks

beautiful deep property. 

Asking $599,000

Scotch Plains

Multi-use, zoned business, this eight room 

Colonial offers 3 BRs, 1.5 Baths, potential

 for additional rooms in walk-up attic. 

Must see at $225,000

Scotch Plains

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Scotch PlainsScotch Plains
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DISCUSSING REDEVELOPMENT…Fanwood Democrat candidates for mayor
and council have been meeting with Fanwood merchants and business owners
to discuss their views on the proposed downtown redevelopment plans. Pictured
from left are: Mayoral candidate Colleen Mahr; Charles Cobb, owner of Try-
Cob Grooming; and Borough Council candidates Jack Molenaar and Donna
Dolce.

Candidate Campaign Release – District 22

Mayor Marks Calls for State
Government Ethics Overhaul

TALKING TOWN...Second Ward Republican Westfield Town Council Candi-
date JoAnn Neylan, right, discussed local issues with Senator Tom Kean Jr., left,
and former Senator Richard Bagger.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Mayor and District 22 State Senate
Candidate Martin Marks has called
for a closer examination of state gov-
ernment ethics guidelines and recom-
mended changes to the rules that gov-
ern elected officials.

“Certainly, greater scrutiny needs

to be given to the activities of elected
officials and their staffs, in addition to
the activities of lobbyists and
fundraisers. You can understand why
the general public has a suspect opin-
ion of those they elect to office when
these scandals surface. However, there
are certain things that could be done
that would significantly reduce the
opportunities for scandal to arise,”
Marks stated.

Mayor Marks advocates that the
“Pay to Play” legislation that is being
touted in Trenton should be signed
into law. This would limit those seek-
ing contracts for government work
from making campaign contributions
to those responsible for awarding said
contracts.

“When I get to Trenton I will pro-
pose legislation that would bar politi-
cians from holding more than one
office at a time. There are so many
legislators in Trenton that also hold
the office of Mayor in their home-
town. This is an inherent conflict of
interest. Going further, I would also
seek to prohibit an elected official at
any level of government from holding
another government job. The same
conflict of interest applies, and the
playing field for those seeking or re-
taining a government job is certainly
not level when the applicant or job-
holder is also an elected official.”

Candidate Campaign Release – Westfield

Mark Ciarrocca Calls for Citizens’
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee

WESTFIELD – Saying that traffic
and pedestrian safety are significant
quality of life concerns in Westfield,
Third Ward Town Council Candidate
Mark Ciarrocca has called for the es-

tablishment of a Citizens’ Traffic Safety
Advisory Committee.

Mr. Ciarrocca said traffic safety
comes up repeatedly during his discus-
sions with residents while on his neigh-
borhood walks. He noted that citizen
advisory committees have done a good
job on other important town issues, and
now it’s time to develop a strategic plan
for traffic safety.

“We need to do a better job of using
the information and talents of our citi-
zens to get input on traffic safety con-
cerns throughout Westfield and develop
creative solutions,” he said. “I think the
sense of frustration among many citi-
zens regarding traffic safety is not be-
ing adequately addressed and this
would be a way for citizens to get
involved in the process and to help
communicate the progress being made
and what else needs to be done.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said the committee
would be able to connect every town
resource on traffic safety including the
police department, crossing guards, citi-
zens groups like BRAKES (Bikers
Runners and Kids are Entitled to
Safety), schools, PTOs and the Town
Council, and would provide a opportu-
nity for a cross-section of our commu-
nity to come up with new and creative
solutions to this problem.

“I envision the committee putting
together a comprehensive traffic
safety plan for the entire town to
avoid piecemeal and duplicative so-
lutions. This would be the most ef-
fective and cost efficient way to at-
tack the traffic safety issue in
Westfield,” said Mr. Ciarrocca. “The
committee’s work could build off of
the progress the town is already mak-
ing, such as the study on the eight
“traffic hotspots” in Town and the
T.E.A.M. program. It can be a great
educational tool for the community
and a great asset to local government
efforts to improve traffic and pedes-
trian safety.”

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield
Ferguson Responds to Request From

Local Candidates to End Train Whistle
WESTFIELD – Since 1994,

Westfield’s Southside residents have
been patiently awaiting rules which
would bring an end to the whistle noise
created by the ever increasing amount
of train traffic running along Westfield’s
border with Clark. That day should be
here soon.

While standing at the tracks on
Rahway Avenue with the train whistle
blowing in the background, Congress-
man Mike Ferguson (R-NJ), while meet-
ing with Republican Town Council can-
didates Mark Ciarrocca, third ward and
James Foerst, fourth ward, announced
that there was a light at the end of
tunnel.

Congressman Ferguson advised the
various residents of Westfield who were
present that “the legal authority to stop
the whistle is on the desk of the Secre-
tary of Transportation, Norman Mineta.
According to his office and the Federal
Railroad Administration, it is antici-
pated that these regulations will hope-
fully be in place by year’s end.”

The issues arises from an act of Con-
gress which allowed for local munici-
palities to install “supplemental safety
measures” at qualifying grade crossing
allowing for “quiet zones” where the
whistle would not have to be blown.

The measure chosen by Westfield
and many other communities is a “four
quadrant system” which prevents mo-
torists from traversing the tracks by
going around the familiar stripped gates.
The train whistle would then become
unnecessary after the appropriate
supplemental safety measures are in-
stalled.

The process of developing appropri-
ate rules began in 1995 and in January
2000, the FRA published its Notice of
Proposed Rule Making regarding the
use of locomotive horns. After numer-
ous hearings, testimony, studies and
proposals, the Secretary of Transporta-
tion has the final draft; which is antici-
pated to be approved and signed by the
end of the year.

Congressman Ferguson expressed his
appreciation to both Mr. Foerst and Mr.
Ciarrocca for their hard work in inves-
tigating the issue and helping him to
bring the regulations to Mr. Mineta’s
desk.

“It is the type of dedication and lead-
ership shown by Mr. Ciarrocca and Mr.
Foerst that makes Westfield one of the
premiere towns in the Seventh Con-
gressional District,” commented Rep.
Ferguson.

“I attended the most recent train

whistle meeting with CSX and Senator
Corzine’s office in the summer. I was
frustrated by the lack of answers. This
prompted me and Mark to get involved,”
noted Mr. Foerst.

Mr. Ciarrocca continued, “phone calls
were made to the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration looking for information in
an effort to get results.”

“Mr. Foerst and Mr. Ciarrocca con-
tacted Congressman Ferguson’s office
and requested his help,” noted Republi-
can Third Ward Councilman Andy
Skibitsky. “They provided enough in-
dependent information to allow the Con-
gressman to cut through the bureau-
cratic machine and get to the real an-
swers.”

“For years there has been a general
lack of sound information...finally we
have the answers,” noted Mr. Foerst.

“We recognized the problem, asked
the right questions and were able to
provide our neighbors with the infor-
mation they asked for,” added Mr.
Ciarrocca.

“As we know full well, the people on
the south side of town have suffered for
too long with this nuisance...we are
hopeful that these regulations will bring
relief. I want to thank Congressman
Ferguson, Mark Ciarrocca and Jim
Foerst for their dedication to the people
of this town and their hard work in
bringing this issue to Mr. Mineta’s at-
tention,” commented Councilman
Skibitsky.

Open Forum to be Held
On Coping With Grief
WESTFIELD – The First Congrega-

tional Church in Westfield will sponsor
an open forum entitled “Grieving and
the Healing Journey” on Sunday, Oc-
tober 5.

It will take place from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.  at the church, which is
wheelchair accessible. The church is
located at 125 Elmer Street.

Discussion will focus on topics such
as “Myths About Grief,” “Understand-
ing Grief,” “Appropriate Coping Skills”
and the “Healing Process.”

Carol Burner, a certified grief recov-
ery specialist with a master’s degree in
counseling from Seton Hall Univer-
sity, will present the program.

All are welcome, whether their loss
has resulted from the death of a loved
one, divorce, loss of career or loss of
health.  For additional information,
please call the church at (908) 233-
2494 or Ms. Burner at (732) 562-8565.

Mr. Bramnick Seeks to Improve
Health Care Delivery System

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) has announced that
he will introduce two pieces of legisla-
tion aimed at enhancing the health care
delivery system.

Mr. Bramnick said he will introduce
legislation which will require health
insurance carriers to notify health care
providers 90 days in advance of any
changes in the carrier’s fee schedule or
reimbursement rate.

“Lower reimbursement rates are caus-
ing New Jersey to lose many talented
physicians,” said Assemblyman
Bramnick. “My legislation will ensure
that our doctors are treated fairly and
that health insurance companies do not
drop rates unilaterally without notice.”

Most doctor-insurance company con-
tracts require physicians to give notice

if they intend to no longer treat patients
in that health insurance plan.

Mr. Bramnick intends to introduce
further legislation that will ensure doc-
tors are properly paid by health insur-
ance companies. Insurance companies
that do not pay doctors within 30 days
will face significant penalties under the
legislation.

Assemblyman Bramnick unveiled
drafts of both pieces of legislation dur-
ing the September 9 meeting of his
Make It Simple Task Force. The assem-
blyman established the Task Force this
past summer to simplify the doctor-
patient-insurance company relationship.

Members include Mr. Bramnick, As-
semblyman Eric Muñoz, M.D. (R-21),
a trauma surgeon at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ); Dr. Joel Rock, Chief of An-
esthesiology at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield and John
F. Kennedy Medical Center in Edison;
Noreen Lund, a registered nurse; Casey
Woodruff, a former assistant Union
County prosecutor; Dr. Thomas Lewis,
an internist; Dr. Gregory Oliver, a colon
and rectal surgeon; Dr. Stephen Sklans,
an oral surgeon, and John Vorhees,
owner of The NIA Group, one of the
state’s largest insurance brokers.

The Task Force will hold its next
meeting in late November, or Decem-
ber. Anyone who would like to express
an opinion to the Task Force may do so
by submitting letters to the Make It
Simple Task Force, in care of Assem-
blyman Jon M. Bramnick, 203 Elm
Street, Westfield, 07090.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage 

needs Call ERA Mortgage
 at 888-421-3813

 16 Offices 
Throughout New Jersey

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CRANFORD $429,000 FANWOOD     $339,000 GARWOOD $272,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $529,000

WESTFIELD $455,000

SCOTCH PLAINS     $589,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $409,000

WESTFIELD     $719,900 WESTFIELD $929,000

Charming Colonial offers 8 rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms, 2
full baths, spacious Living Room with fireplace, Eat-In Kitchen
with eating alcove, Formal Dining Room, Master Bedroom with
sitting room, 2-car detached garage and full basement.

No need to worry about the kid’s education when you move into this Split.
Your family can relax in the spacious Family Room or play games in the
den.  Top-rated schools within walking distance.  Great living space at a
great price!

Charming Colonial style home on beautiful tree-lined street.  Great
opportunity for the buyer wanting a great property and a mere few
blocks to everything your heart desires.

Spacious 9 room Colonial has been recently painted and offers 5
Bedrooms, 3 full baths and many new features including Eat-In
Kitchen with pantry, bath, Living Room with fireplace, roof, heating
system, CAC, 150 amp service, sunroom and windows.  The 2nd
floor has excellent potential for Mother / Daughter.

Fabulous home situated on lovely grounds features 8 rooms and offers 4
Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, remodeled large Kitchen with cherry cabinets and
solid surface countertops and new baths.  Also includes a large Family Room
and Living Room with fireplace.

Step back in time!  Beautiful Tudor / Colonial offers a newer Kitchen
and baths, 3 Bedrooms, fireplace, finished basement and great
location.  Walk to NYC bus, town and school.

Wonderfull Colonial features 7 rooms and offers 3 Bedrooms, 1.1
baths, Kitchen with breakfast bar, screened porch, Living Room
with fireplace, Formal Dining Room with corner cabinets, Family
Room with knotty pine walls and high ceiling, exterior recently
painted and new front steps.

Spacious center hall Colonial offers 10 rooms and includes 6 Bedrooms,
2.1 baths updated Kitchen opens to Family Room addition with vaulted
ceiling and skylights, Formal Dining Room, Living Room, fireplace, newer
gas furnace, 2 HWH’s 200 amp electric, Timberline roof and many new
windows.

Construction has begun on this outstanding Victorian style home
offering 9 rooms and including 4 Bedrooms, 3.1 baths, Eat-In
Kitchen with pantry and separate dining area, Formal Dining
Room, 2-story entrance vestibule, see-thru fireplace between
Family and Living Rooms, first floor 9’ ceilings, winding staircase,
multi-zone heating / CAC and much more.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate

Location . . . Location . . . Location

Westfield  •  $465,000

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club ‘98-‘02
Private Line: (908) 301-2036
e-mail: Kaygragsaol.com

This spacious 7 room, 3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bath Westfield

Colonial is situated on a quiet street in the Washington

School District.  Featuring a lovely living room with

woodburning fireplace, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen,

master bedroom with full bath, den, a screen porch for those

hot summer evenings and a two-car attached garage.

THE TIMES
Scotch Plains - Fanwood

The Westfield Leader

2003

Effective Immediately!

NNNNNew!ew!ew!ew!ew!
Advertising Space isAdvertising Space isAdvertising Space isAdvertising Space isAdvertising Space is

For Sale onFor Sale onFor Sale onFor Sale onFor Sale on
goleader.com

First time everFirst time everFirst time everFirst time everFirst time ever.....
Call Ben Corbin forCall Ben Corbin forCall Ben Corbin forCall Ben Corbin forCall Ben Corbin for

Special Promotion InfoSpecial Promotion InfoSpecial Promotion InfoSpecial Promotion InfoSpecial Promotion Info
908.232.4407

e-mail: bcorbin@goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

CLEANING SERVICE

Experienced Cleaning Lady
offers to clean your house or

condo after construction.
(973) 391-1746

HELP WANTED

LEGAL SECRETARY- Firm seeks
motivated candidate with litigation
experience for vibrant family law
practice in Summit. Perm., F/T.
Windows 2000/MS Word XP &
Dictaphone. Excellent salary and
benefits for experienced person with
good organizational skills. Please
fax resume to (908) 273-4797

MATH TUTOR

Specializing in building
a good algebraic foundation

for middle-schoolers.
Call (732) 763-9504

AFTER SCHOOL CARE

Thursdays, 3 PM to 7 or 9 PM in
my Westfield home for easy
funloving 11 year old boy. Car
preferred. Please call Robin

(908) 233-0513

PERSONAL

JEANNIE
WE MET FRI NITE AT

MARTINI’S. LOST YOUR PH #
CALL ME. BRUCE

(973) 489-3209

AUTO FOR SALE

94 Toyota Corolla
150K miles

Good Condition
$1800

Call (732) 205-8794

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Weehawken - 3 bedrooms,
parking for 2 cars, balcony, W/D,
heat & HW included. 1-1/2 months
security. No fee. Minutes to Mid-
Town. $1600/month.

Call (201) 864-7024

FLEA MARKET

October 4 from 1 PM to 6 PM
S.I. Trust Bank, Clark

Corner of Raritan Road &
Westfield Avenue

All proceeds to benefit the
Anthony DiMichele Scholarship Fund

CHILDCARE - PART TIME

Looking for part time childcare in
Westfield for my 10 year old son
and 8 year old daughter. Mon-Fri,
approximate hours 3pm to 6 or
7pm. Non-smoker. Perfect for
high-school senior or college
student. Start Mid-October.
Please call (732) 605-2714 day

(908) 232-3009 evening

GARAGE SALE

CLARK
Saturday, Sept 27

9 AM - 1 PM
6 Glenwood Terrace

Tools, AC. garden tools, small
appliances, household goods.

GRAND PIANO FOR SALE

1930’s 6 ft. Haines Grand Piano.
Walnut case, extensively carved,
bought 7 years ago from a fine
Westfield home. $1500.

Call (908) 232-3802

HELP WANTED

Denatal Assistant. FT for Specialty
Practice. X-Ray License a Must.
No Saturdays. Pension & Vacation
Plan. Please Fax Resume to

(908) 232-5792

GARAGE SALE

Multi-family Garage Sale
Sat. Sept. 27, 9am to 3pm

258 Clark St, Westfield
No Earlybirds!

Rain Date - Sat. Sept. 28th

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HS Math, Chem, Physics
& SAT Prep.

by Certified Teacher.
W. Roth (732) 548-3706

Since 1968

TUTORING

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

OFFICE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Professional Office Space
950 sq. ft., 318 Elm Street

Call Keith Hertell
(908) 233-5522

HELP WANTED

PT RETAIL HELP NEEDED
RETAIL CUSTOMER

ASSISTANCE
(908) 232-3423

AUTO FOR SALE

92 Toyota 4-Runner, Good
Condition, Auto, Air, CS, New

Trans, New Tires
Asking $5,300

Call (908) 665-2527
Cell (908) 507-4964

TEACHERS

P/T Infant Caregiver.
4PM - 7PM, Monday - Friday.

Experience preferred.
Call Cheryl or Liz
(908) 518-0900.

ELEMENTARY TUTOR

Certified Elementary school
teacher will tutor in your home.
Experienced in Everyday Math,
reading and phonetic instruction,
and writing skills. After school and
evening hours available.
References in town upon request.
Contact (908) 419-4365 for more
details.

CHILDCARE

Full time nanny needed to care for
2 children in Westfield. Must have
a valid drivers license, own car
and references. If interested,
please call (908) 377-7870.

COATS AND COSTUMES…The Westfield Service League’s annual winter
coat sale will begin on Tuesday, September 30, and continue throughout the fall
season at the Thrift Shop, located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield. Men’s,
women’s and children’s coats will be in stock. Beginning on Tuesday, October
7, Halloween dress-up clothing and accessories will also be available. The shop,
which also features other apparel, jewelry, shoes, housewares, books and toys,
is open Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. All proceeds are donated to
local charities. Pictured, from left to right, are: Thrift Shop volunteers Marielyce
Watner, Darlene Finne and Bridget Towey. For more information, please call
(908) 233-2530.

Health Department Reveals
Dates For Flu Inoculation

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Regional Health Department, which
serves Westfield, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood, Springfield
and Roselle Park, will sponsor flu
inoculation programs exclusively for
residents of these communities.

The first four programs will be
held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on the
following dates: Thursday, October
9, Springfield Municipal Building
— Court Room, 100 Mountain Av-
enue; Thursday, October 16,
Westfield Municipal Building – Court
Room, 425 East Broad Street; Tues-
day, October 21, Fanwood Munici-
pal Building – Court Room, 75 North
Martine Avenue, and Wednesday,
October 22, Mountainside Munici-
pal Building – Court Room, 1385
Route 22, East.

Additional programs will be held
on Thursday, October 23, from 6 to 7
p.m. at the Garwood Municipal
Building – Court Room, 403 South
Avenue, and Saturday, October 25,
from 8:30 a.m. to noon in the Roselle
Park High School cafeteria, 185 West

Webster Avenue, at which time the
health department will also hold a
Health Day program.

Flu inoculations are strongly rec-
ommended for everyone age 50 or
older; anyone who has a long-term
health problem with heart disease,
kidney disease, lung disease, meta-
bolic disease (such as diabetes),
asthma, anemia or other blood dis-
orders; anyone with a weakened im-
mune system due to HIV/AIDS or
other conditions; those undergoing
long-term steroid treatment and/or
cancer treatment, and anyone in
close contact with people at risk of
serious influenza.

Participants will be taken on a
first-come, first-served basis. Indi-
viduals covered by Medicare-Part
B, Aetna/US Healthcare or Horizon
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of New Jer-
sey should bring their insurance
cards to the program. For additional
information, please call the
Westfield Health Department at
(908) 789-4070, extension no. 4071
or 4073.

Fishing Derby For Youth
Slated to Benefit MDA

COUNTY – The Tall Cedars of
Lebanon will sponsor a “Fishing
Derby” to benefit the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association (MDA) on Satur-
day, October 11, at Warinanco Park
in Roselle.

On-site registration will start at 9
a.m., with the event running from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Children ages four to
16 are eligible to participate. One
hundred percent of all funds raised
by the Tall Cedars go towards MDA
research.

Money raised from this annual
fundraiser will benefit children and
adults in the Central New Jersey
community affected by one of 43
neuromuscular diseases.

The funds will help the MDA to
continue to provide the highest level
of braces, clinic visits at area hospi-
tals and trips for children to summer

camp, as well as maintaining re-
search initiatives in the search for a
cure.

There will be three prize levels in
three age categories: ages four
through eight, nine through 12, and
13 through 16.

First prize, for the largest fish
caught, will be a Helicopter Lure
Pack; second prize, for most fish
caught, will be a fishing pole, and
third prize, for second largest fish
caught, will be an MDA T-shirt.

Door prizes will be available for
all registered participants, and there
will be a special gift for the largest
donation to the MDA. The minimum
requested donation is $10.

The event will take place rain or
shine. For more information or to
register to participate, please call
Jennifer Bland at (732) 750-2333.
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Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

 

 

 

 This unique historic Westfield treasure has been extensively renovated and now stands 
renewed to meet the demands of today’s lifestyle.  It has been preserved with attention to the finest 
detail in all its essential character to maintain the elegance of yesteryear.  Rembrandt was 
completing his last paintings when this gem was built.  In Jersey City in 1664, Jan Andrianse Sip 
engaged Indians to help him build this manor home using native stone held together with clay and 
straw along with timbers from the farm on which it was set.  It was the center of social life in old 
Bergen and its gambrel roof has sheltered many distinguished historical characters.  Six generations 
of Sips were born here and nine generations have owned  and lived in the Sip Manor.  Even with all 
of its ancient glamour, there is a simplicity about it.                                         Offered for $1,699,000 

THE SIP MANOR 
5 Cherry Lane, Westfield 

OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1-4 pm 

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

welcomes . . .
    WESTFIELD- Mitchell Sandak, longtime
Westfield resident, is now offering customized
personal budgets to residents of the Union
County area.  Utilizing over 20 years of expe-
rience in finance, consulting, and software de-
velopment, he has built a money management
& budgetary methodology that is easy to use
and works as an effective foundation for any
family’s financial plan.  Mitchell has been suc-
cessfully using this system for over 13 years.
All you need to get started is a personal com-
puter with basic spreadsheet software.  Most
of the hard work is automated!
     Utilizing the Sandak Budgetary Systems
approach to personal money management
alows you to better control your expenditures
and save (more) money for investment or dis-
cretionary spending.  And, the sBs methodol-
ogy provides the user with more insight into
where their income is going thereby permit-
ting more accurate and specific personal
fininacial planning.
     To arrange for a free initial consultation in
your home or to find out more about the types
of services Sandak Budgetary Systems offers,
call (908) 317-9845 or email Mitchell at
mksandak_sBS@msn.com

The Westfield Leader
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The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

GARAGE SALE

897 Westfield Road
Scotch Plains

Corner of Morse Avenue,
rear driveway.

Sat, Sept 27, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

HELP WANTED

Medical Office - PT Position, Tues.
- Thurs. in Scotch Plains for busy
surgical practice. Requires
medical and clerical responsibilities.
Fax resume and salary history to
Brenda at (908) 490-1698.

Cat Adoptions Scheduled
For Saturday and Sunday

AREA – People for Animals will
sponsor pet adoption events on Sat-
urday and Sunday, September 27 and
28.

Cats and kittens will be available
from noon to 4 p.m. at the
PETsMART stores in
the Watchung Square
Mall on Route 22 and
in Bridgewater’s
Promenade Mall, lo-
cated at the intersec-
tion of Routes 28 and
287.

Among the many
pets will be “Jackson,”
a 10-week-old, orange
tabby male kitten.
Jackson is described
as playful, gentle and
one who loves other
cats.

Jackson is one of
many orange tabby
kittens available for
adoption. There are short-haired and
long-haired kittens, both male and
female. All are current with their
kitten vaccinations.

To adopt or for other information,

please call (908) 688-1073 and press
8 for cat adoption or 1 for dog adop-
tion to leave a message. Other pets
needing homes may be seen on the
Internet at www.pfa.petfinder.org.

For low-cost spay/neuter informa-

tion, please call the People for Ani-
mals Clinic at (908) 964-6887. Spay/
neuter surgery costs range from $40
to $65 and include rabies and dis-
temper vaccinations.

CONTENTS SALE

Westfield - Contents sale of me-
ticulous condo, 58C #4 Sandra
Circle (Wynchwood Gardens).
French style sofa & loveseat, pair
matching mahogany drop leaf end
tables, fruitwood end tables, mag-
nificent marble topped gilded
round cocktail table, crystal luster
lamps, fancy side table lamps,
mahogany DR oval table, brass
bed, painted furniture, lamp/table,
vintage and new kitchen and
household goods, jewelry, and
smalls. Fri & Sat, 9/26 & 27, 9-3.
Cash only, no phone calls, no
early birds, please.

“Jackson”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on October 9, 2003 in Council Chambers in
the Westfield Municipal Building, Westfield,
New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and con-
sider the continued public hearing with re-
spect to the following application:

02-25(V) BRUCE & EDNA ASHFORTH,
1249 PROSPECT STREET,
BLOCK 101, LOT 51.  APPLI-
CANT SEEKING TO CREATE
TWO SINGLE FAMILY BUILD-
ING LOTS FROM AN EXIST-
ING SINGLE LOT.
Applicant seeks variances from
the following:
List of Existing Nonconform-
ing Zoning Conditions:
Section 11.03.E.6 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires a minimum side yard of
greater than 20 - Existing is
153.69/14.54
Section 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance requires
a front yard set back of 106 feet
EFYD (Established Front Yard
Depth).  Existing front yard set
back of existing house is
93.77feet.
List of New C.40:55D-70c Vari-
ances Requested:
Section 11.03.E.2 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires a minimum lot width/area
within 267 feet of street 150/
40,000.  Proposed is 125/33, 375
& 125/33, 375.
Section 11.03.E.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires a minimum lot frontage of
150 feet. - Proposed is 125 feet.
& 125 feet.
Variances, waivers or exceptions
from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

At the public hearing date, time and loca-
tion set forth above you may appear either in
person or by agent or attorney and present
any objections or comments which you may
have to the granting of the relief sought.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Joseph E. Murray & Associates, P.A.
Joseph E. Murray, Esq.

Attorney for Applicant
1 T - 9/25/03, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet on October 9, 2003 in Council Chambers in the
Westfield Municipal Building, Westfield, New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the
following application:

555 Westfield Avenue, L.P., 555 Westfield Avenue, Block 3003, Lot 39, Applicant
seeking preliminary and final site plan approval with variances.  Applicant proposes
to make interior alterations and renovations to existing dental office and office
previously used by an accountant to accommodate existing pediatric dental practice
and to construct exterior lift to serve special needs patients.  Applicant seeks
variances from the following:

List of Existing Nonconforming Zoning Conditions:

Section 17.02 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires minimum of 33
parking spaces.  Proposed are 23 parking spaces.

Section 17.03B4 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Parking areas are only permitted in
the rear yard.  Existing parking is in the side and rear yards.

Section 17.03C3 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Parking areas and driveways shall
be set back at least ten (10) feet from any abutting property located in residential
zone.  Existing rear yard setback for parking is less than ten (10) feet.

Section 17.03C5 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Parking areas shall be setback at
least two (2) feet from the property line.  Existing parking has less than a two (2) foot
setback.

Section 17.05C of the Land Use Ordinance.  Access aisle width is required to be
thirty-five (35) feet.  Existing aisle width is twelve (12) feet.

Section 17.07 of the Land Use Ordinance.  All parking and loading areas and all
driveways shall be curbed with granite block curbing.  Existing curbing does not meet
this requirement.

Section 17.08 of the Land Use Ordinance.  All spaces within any parking or loading
area shall be clearly marked and maintained to show the arrangement of spaces
within said parking and loading areas by lines painted on the pavement.  All of existing
parking is not so striped.

Section 17.09 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Provision shall be made for adequate
drainage facilities for all parking and loading areas and other paved areas.  Existing
parking has no on-site drainage facilities.

Section 17.10 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Illumination for parking and loading
areas is required.  Existing illumination does not meet requirements.

Section 17.04 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Parking spaces are required to have
dimensions of nine (9) feet by twenty (20) feet.  Existing parking spaces do not meet
these dimensional requirements.

List of New C.40:55D-70 c Variances Requested:

Section 17.02 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a minimum of
twenty-nine (29) spaces.  Twenty-three (23) spaces are proposed.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from certain site plan details or relief from
requirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Arthur P. Attenasio, Esquire
Attorney for the Applicant

 555 Westfield Avenue, L.P.
Buttermore and Attenasio

445 East Broad Street, P.O. Box 2189
Westfield, New Jersey 07091-2189

(908) 232-0292
1 T - 9/25/03, The Leader Fee: $105.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on October 9, 2003 in Council Chambers in
the Westfield Municipal Building, Westfield,
New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and con-
sider the following application:

03-18(V) ROBERT W. BRENNAN AND
ROSEANN BRENNAN, 606
CUMBERLAND STREET,
BLOCK 2705, LOT 14, SEEK-
ING MINOR SUBDIVISION
WITH VARIANCES. APPLI-
CANT SEEKS TO CREATE
TWO NEW LOTS FROM AN
EXISTING SINGLE LOT, (PRO-
POSED SINGLE FAMILY
BUILDING LOT 14.01 WILL BE
A COMPLETELY CONFORM-
ING CORNER LOT AND THE
REMAINDER LOT 14.02 WILL
BE A THROUGH LOT WITH
VARIANCES).
Applicant seeks the following
variances from the following for
proposed Lot 14.02:

List of New C.40:55D-70c Vari-
ances Requested for Lot 14.02:

Section 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires interior side yard of 10
feet. Applicant proposing 9.2 feet.

Section 13.01G1A of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires set back for accessory
structure in rear yard that abuts a
street (through lot) of 40 feet.
Applicant proposing 16.5 feet.

List Of Existing Non Conform-
ing Zoning Conditions for Lot
14.02:

Section 13.0161C of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires side yard set back acces-
sory building to be 5.0 feet. Exist-
ing is 3.2 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions
from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 9/25/03, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

That Temple Emanu-El has made application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the
Town of Westfield seeking preliminary and final site plan approval and related variances for
the demolition of an existing dwelling and the construction of a parking lot and related
improvements for the existing temple.  The properties involved in this application are located
at 750, 752 and 756 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey and are identified as Block
3501, Lots 9, 10 and 11 on the official tax maps of the Town of Westfield.  The property is
located in the RS-12 zone district.

The application includes a request for relief from several requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance, as follows:
1. Maximum coverage by Improvements.  18.08D requires that the coverage by

improvements not exceed 50% of the lot area.  The proposed coverage by all
improvement is approximately 70% of the lot area.

2. Minimum number of parking spaces.  17.02C.3.a requires that houses of
worship provide off-street parking at the rate of one space for each 3 fixed seats, or
for each 90 square feet of floor area, that could reasonably be in use at one time in
the foreseeable future, as determined by the Board.   Although information has not
been provided concerning the number of fixed seats in use at one time, the zoning
schedule on the plans indicates that based upon floor area requirements, 330
spaces are required.  Only 170 spaces are proposed.

3. Access to parking spaces.  17.05 requires that access aisles be provided adjacent
to parking spaces and that such aisles be unobstructed at all times.  Seven parking
spaces, to be used by employees, are proposed in a “stacked” arrangement in the
southwest corner of the property, whereby other parked cars will block access to
such spaces.

4. Maximum illumination level at property line.  17.10C prohibits illumination from
parking areas that exceeds 0.3 footcandle, measured at the abutting residential
property line.  The proposed parking area lighting results in an illumination level of
is approximately 0.8 footcandle at the rear lot line of adjacent Lot 8.

5. Minimum height of screen plantings.  17.11B and 10.20D.3 require that screen
plantings be at least 5 feet high at the time of installation.  Most of the proposed
screen plants are only 2 to 2 ½ feet high.

6. Pedestrian access.  17.12 requires that paved pedestrian walkways be provided as
necessary to insure safe pedestrian circulation throughout parking areas and into
buildings entrances.  No pedestrian walks are proposed to serve the new parking
area.

7. Locking manhole covers and inlet grates.  10.09E requires that manholes and
inlet grates be equipped with locking devices.  No locking devices are proposed.

8. Yard location of shed.  13.02B.1 requires that sheds be located only in the rear
yard.  The existing shed is proposed to be relocated in the side yard of the temple
property.

The applicant also seeks approval of any and all other relief not indicated above that may
be determined necessary during the course of the public hearings.  Public hearings have
been ordered, have commenced and will continue on October 27, 2003 and October 28,
2003 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Meeting Room of the Town Hall, located at 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time you may appear and participate in the hearing
in accordance with the rules of the Board.  If the matter is not concluded on that date,
additional public hearing dates may be  ordered and scheduled.  This notice is sent to you
on behalf of the applicant by order of the Board.

Information, maps, plans and the application are available for your inspection in the Public
Works Building, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and may be reviewed
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369

Westfield, New Jersey  07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800

Attorneys for Applicant, Temple Emanu-El
1 T - 9/25/03, The Leader Fee: $102.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: ELIZABETH MCGLYNN, De-
ceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 19TH day of SEPTEMBER, A.D. 2003,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
EXECUTORS of the estate of said de-
ceased, notice is hereby given to the credi-
tors of said deceased to exhibit to the sub-
scriber under oath or affirmation their claims
and demands against the estate of said
deceased within six months from the date of
said order.

BARBARA LA MAGNA AND
JOSEPH LA MAGNA

EXECUTORS
ATTORNEYS
KRIKWOOD & GACHKO
319 LENOX AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
1 T - 9/25/03, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: LOUISE SCHENCK, Deceased
Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,

Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 19TH day of SEPTEMBER, A.D. 2003,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
ADM. C.T.A. of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

ANN MARIE GLACKIN
ADM. C.T.A.

ATTORNEYS
HERRIGEL & BURTON
14 MOEBUS PLACE
PO BOX 5162
CLINTON, NEW JERSEY 08809
1 T - 9/25/03, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on October 9, 2003 in Council Chambers in
the Westfield Municipal Building, Westfield,
New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and con-
sider the following application:

03-16(V) 111 TUDOR OVAL, MICHAEL
& NANCY FISCHETTE,
BLOCK 5004, LOT 81 SEEK-
ING MINOR SUBDIVISION AP-
PROVAL. APPLICANT SEEKS
TO CREATE TWO NEW
SINGLE FAMILY BUILDING
LOTS FROM A SINGLE EX-
ISTING LOT. Applicant seeks
variances from the following:
List of Existing Non-Conform-
ing Zoning Conditions:
Section 11.08E.7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires minimum rear yard set
backs of 35 feet. Existing is 26
feet.
List of New C.40:55D-70c Vari-
ances Requested:
Section 13.02H1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires
minimum set back for patio 5
feet. Applicant is proposing +- 1
foot.
Variances, waivers or exceptions
from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 9/25/03, The Leader Fee: $37.23

Watchung Nature Club Posts
Dates For Meeting and Trips
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater

Watchung Nature Club will meet
on Tuesday, October 7, at 8 p.m. at
the Courthouse of the Mountainside
Municipal Building, located at
Route 22, East, and New Provi-
dence Road. The courthouse is the
second building and may be reached
by entering right from New Provi-
dence Road.

The program will feature award-
winning photographer Susan Puder,
who will introduce participants to
the natural history of the Pacific
coast. Her slides, accompanied by
music, will show Big Sur, the Red-
woods, the rugged coast of Califor-
nia and Olympic National Park.

On Saturday, October 11, the club
will take a full-day trip to the Lin-
coln Park Gravel Pits, Allendale
Celery Farm and Wayne Wetlands.
These North Jersey sites will be
surveyed for migrant water birds
and perching birds, especially un-
usual sparrows.

Participants will gather in the
Target parking lot in Clark, located
off of Central Avenue, at 7 a.m.
Group leader Charlie Mayhood may

be reached at (201) 825-0972.
On Saturday, October 18, the Na-

ture Club will join with the Reeves
Reed Arboretum in Summit for Bird
Seed Savings Day, the organiza-
tions’ annual fundraising event. Vol-
unteers are needed to check orders
that have been previously placed
and to help distribute the orders
among the customers.

Anyone wishing an order form
or interested in volunteering may
call Pete Axelrod at (908) 464-
3933.

On Saturday, October 25, club
members will meet at the south
side of the Fanwood train station at
8 a.m. to join with the Friends of
the Great Swamp. The group will
explore the Great Swamp wilder-
ness area on the east side of the
swamp. Participants are asked to
bring binoculars, lunch and
footware suitable for swampy ar-
eas.

Guests are always welcome at
club meetings and events and on
trips. Past members of the Summit
Nature Club are also invited to take
part in club activities.

Most Recently Proposed Artist’s Renditions for the Westfield Parking Decks
South Side Deck

Scotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch Plains     Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Youth Basketball Leagues (3rd-

8th): This is a separate instruc-
tional league for boys and girls.
The leagues will be determined
by the registrations.  No requests
for team placement will be hon-
ored.  Girls will play on Thurs-
days and boys will play on Tues-
days.  Games and practices will
be scheduled in township school
facilities.  Volunteer Coaches
needed.  Coaches must attend the
Rutgers Safety Clinic on October
22. Registration: $40.

Maracas Cuentos: Interactive
parent/child program based on
children’s books, creative learning
tools and songs in Spanish. 4-week
program for Pre-K early elemen-
tary students.  $75 per person in-
cludes all materials.  Mondays No-
vember 17-December 8 from 3:45-
4:30 or Tuesdays Nov. 18-Dec. 9
form 10:45 to 11:30.  Classes will
be held at the Towne House.

Create a Page! (ages 6-any): This
kids introduction Class will focus on
halloween/fall harvest themes. Or-
ganize your pictures (bring 10 to 20
of your own photos relating to this
theme or summer 2003 pictures if
possible) and create a page for your
album.   Held on Saturday Oct. 4
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Scotch
Hills.  Fee is $20 per person.  Regis-
ter by September 26.

 Mother/Daughter Create a
Page: Create a page from your
personal lives.  Bring 10 to 20
photos of your own and learn to
create a beautiful everlasting trea-

sure.  Held on Saturday October
11 from 10 to 12:30 pm at Scotch
Hills.  $20 per pair.  Register by
October 3.

 Conquer the Chaos: No more
“Mom I forgot my lunch.” Or
Dad, I have to be at practice in
five minutes!”  Imagine a day
when everything runs smoothly
and everyone in the family can
find what they need when they
need it!  It can happen!  Bring
your kids and join Jamie Novak,
a long time professional Orga-
nizer for this one night, entertain-
ing and interactive workshop.  Ms.
Novak has been a recurring guest
on CN8, WCTC, and News 12.

Date: Thursday October 16 at
Scotch Hills Country Club.       from
7 to 8:30 p.m. Fee: $20.

Create-A-Page (adults):
Class will focus on halloween/
fall harvest themes.  Organize
your pictures (bring 10 to 20 of
your own photos relating to this
theme or similar events if pos-
sible) and create a page for your
album.   Held on Saturday Octo-
ber 18 at Scotch Hills from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Fee $20 per per-
son.  Register by October 11.

Photo Album Power Layout:
This session focuses on organiz-
ing a stack of pictures and intro-
ducing Power Layout to com-
plete an album in a day.  Includes
all supplies.  Held on Saturday
October 25, from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Scotch Hills.  Fee $50.
Register by October 17.

SP Food Pantry Receives
Charlie Brown’s Donation

Workshop on Women’s
Health Issues Planned

By County Commission
ROSELLE PARK – The Union

County Commission on the Status of
Women’s Workshop will take place
on Tuesday, October 7, at Costa’s,
120 Chestnut Street in Roselle Park.

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, this
year’s event will examine “Alterna-
tives for Good Health.”

“This event will highlight a num-
ber of alternative health choices for
women,” said Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo, liaison to the committee.

Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon called the event “an excel-
lent opportunity for women to learn
about the many choices they have
when making health decisions in their
lives.”

Seating is limited for the work-
shop. To make a reservation, please
call (908) 301-1945. There will be a
$5 fee for the workshop. Registra-
tion begins at 6:30 p.m. and the
workshop will begin at 7 p.m.

Garwood Knights
To Host Comedy Nite
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will be hosting
a Comedy Nite, featuring profes-
sional comedians, on Saturday, Oc-
tober 11, at 8 p.m. in their council
hall located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood (opposite Pathmark).

Tickets are $15, and includes open
bar from 7:30 p.m. until the conclu-
sion of the show.

Advance tickets are strongly rec-
ommended, and can be purchased at
the council hall after 4 p.m. week-
days. Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue. For more
information, please call (908) 789-
9809 after 4 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Employees
of Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse and
The Office Beer Bar & Grill made a
donation last week of food costing
over $1,500 to the Scotch Plains
Food Pantry, which is located on
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Every year, the corporate office
of Charlie Brown’s and The Office
holds a company-wide employee
picnic and offers attendees the
chance to participate in a 50/50
raffle, with the winner taking half of
the proceeds and the other half go-
ing to charity.

Cindy Ferraro, Executive Assis-
tant to the President, spearheads the
annual program at the corporate level.

The pantry is an emergency food
program helping families, single
persons, and the homeless, which
depends solely on gifts of food and
monetary donations to make pos-

sible their ongoing food programs.
To make a donation, please con-

tact Marie Davis, at the Township of
Scotch Plains Municipal Building at
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 1204.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Senator Bradley Endorses
Candidate Ellen Steinberg

DISTRICT 21 – Senator Bill Bra-
dley has announced his endorsement
of Ellen Steinberg for State Assem-
bly in the 21st District.

“Ellen Steinberg and I share the
same belief that government can
make a difference for people,” said
the senator. “Ellen is not a typical
politician. She will bring a new en-
ergy and integrity to state govern-
ment.”

“Bill Bradley showed me that you
really can improve people’s lives
through public service and, he has
always conducted himself with in-
tegrity. I am truly honored to be
endorsed by a man I respect so much,”
responded Ms. Steinberg.

Ms. Steinberg pointed to the
senator’s leadership as proof that
“strong values and pragmatic solu-
tions are not mutually exclusive.”

“People are fed up with inaction
and partisan posturing on issues like
property taxes. I will put our com-
munities first when I get to Trenton,”

she added.
For more information, please visit

www.steinbergforassembly.com or
call (908) 687-8500.

K. of C. to Hold
Blood Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at their
council hall located at 37 South
Avenue, across from Pathmark.
Parking is available behind the
building on Willow Avenue.

For further information, please
call (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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WESTFIELD –
Hosted by Westfield resi-
dents John Russitano and
Kara Shovlin, a new
weekly half-hour instruc-
tional television show,
“Make You Wanna
Dance” will cater to
dance enthusiasts of all
ages and levels.

The program is sched-
uled to air every Wednes-
day, beginning on Octo-
ber 1, at 6 p.m. on
Comcast Channel 74
throughout most of
Northern New Jersey.

Each episode features
dance steps from popu-
lar styles and highlights
the benefits of social
dancing. Interviews,
fashion tips, venue cov-
erage and ways to further

enjoy the social dance ex-
perience are also included.

Russitano and
Shovlin are both profes-
sional dance instructors
of the North American
Dance Teachers Asso-
ciation, Fred Astaire.
They have taught for lo-
cal schools such as the
Paramount Dance Stu-
dio and Shall We Dance.

For more informa-
tion, please visit
www.mywdance.com.

SHALL WE
DANCE?...Westfielders
John Russitano and
Kara Shovlin, pictured,
left, intend to keep
viewers on their toes
and off the sofas in their
new half-hour televi-
sion program.

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars
Arts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & Entertainment

PTERODACTYLS

Sept 18 - Oct 5
Tickets $15 / $7   Reservations:

(908) 659-5189
THE THEATER PROJECT / UNION COUNTY COLLEGE
1033 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD NJ

$5 OFF any $15 ticket with this ad

A comedy that
BITES BACK

by Nicky Silver

T H E Y ’ R E  C O M I N G ! ! !

CONTAINS ADULT LANGUAGE AND SITUATIONS

Union County College

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

‘Second Season’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Renna

Arts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & EntertainmentArts & Entertainment
Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Summit’s Kent Place Gallery
has opened its 2003-2004 season
with an exhibit featuring the work
of artist Shari Epstein, a painter
from Monmouth County. “Ab-
straction in Nature,” features the
artist’s paintings and monotypes,
and will be on display through
Friday, October 3. Epstein’s paint-
ings approach nature through spon-
taneous brushstrokes and vivid color,
and a good portion of her work is in
the form of triptychs. Epstein’s work
has been shown extensively in New
York and New Jersey, and she has
taught and lectured in numerous edu-
cational settings. Admission is free,
and the gallery, on the campus of
Kent Place School, is open from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, or by appointment. For more
information, call (908) 273-0900, ex-
tension no. 332.

*  *  *  *  *
The 21st Annual Harvest Festi-

val at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center will take place on
Sunday, September 29, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be an
abundance of kiddy events, like
crafts and walks through a hay
maze, as well as jugglers, fife and
drum marching music, and Native
American storytelling. Admission
is $3, and the center is located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside. Parking is free at
the stable, shuttle buses will be
provided, and the festival is on,
rain or shine. (908) 789-3670.

*  *  *  *  *
I’ll bet you didn’t know that Sep-

tember 27 is National Estuaries Day.
To celebrate, take the family over to
Liberty State Park’s Interpretive Cen-
ter between 10 a.m. and noon, where
the informative Estuaries Alive! will
teach you all about the Hudson River
Estuary. There will be a volunteer
clean-up, hands-on craft activities, a
theatrical performance by the ARM-
OF-THE-SEA-THEATER and more.
It’s free, but kids 12 and under must
be accompanied by an adult. Call
(201) 915-3409.

*  *  *  *  *
If you’re in town, the Town Book

Store of Westfield will feature
Scotch Plains author Steve Hannett
on Saturday, September 27, from 2
to 4 p.m. He will be promoting and
signing his new book, Power in No
Other Name: Overcome Life’s
Problems God’s Way. Hannett’s life
was changed forever by Master
Dong Jin Kim, who specializes in a
different discipline — complete
authority of the mind, body and
spirit. The book includes many sto-
ries of real people who overcame
all types of sickness and trouble,
such as anxiety, chronic migraines,
and even diabetes. Open your minds
to something non-traditional.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Pterodactyls Digs Into Audience

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SKELETONS FROM THE PAST…By the end of Act II, the resurrected
dinosaur has overtaken the Duncan Family’s living room in The Theater
Project’s version of Pterodactyls, which runs at the Union County College
campus through Sunday, October 5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Jersey Jazz By The Lake
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WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will begin their fall
season with “An Afternoon
to Treasure,” a luncheon and
presentation by antiques ap-
praiser Carolyn Remmey, at
Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield on Friday, Octo-
ber 17, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.

Remmey, a participating
on-air appraiser for the An-
tiques Roadshow public
television series, will discuss current
trends in collectibles and strategies for
identifying sought-after valuables in
the ever-changing antiques market.

Event Chairwoman Deirdre
Malacrea said, “The theme is collect-
ing — its joys and personal rewards, as
well as its potential for profit and loss.”

Pianist and frequent WSO performer,
Shuang Guo, will also provide a musi-

cal interlude during the luncheon.
Tickets are limited in quantity and

prices are two-tiered. Tick-
ets are $50 and include the
three-course luncheon and
lecture. Sponsor-level tick-
ets are $65, which includes
a custom appraisal of one
personal (easily portable)
item by Remmey, as well as
preferred seating at the lun-
cheon.

The fundraiser will sup-
port the WSO, including the

group’s educational outreach programs.
The ensemble, which enters its 21st
season on October 4, is comprised of
professional musicians led by David
Wroe, and is the Resident Orchestra of
Union County.

For ticket purchase, information on
the WSO’s new season of events or to
join the Friends of the WSO, please
call (908) 232-9400.

Brad Tinfow for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SITTING ROOM ONLY...Perched on blankets and chairs, Jersey Jazz By The
Lake attendees flooded Echo Lake Park.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Unless you are a great guesser or
you’ve been tipped off, as the conclu-
sion of Matchstick Men approaches one
realizes that they have been the victim of
a cinematic sting or, as O. Henry pre-
ferred to call it, the surprise ending.

Rapturously involved in the exploits
of a rather different sort of con artist
(Nicolas Cage), you were given a hu-
manistic tinge by his Obsessive Com-
pulsive Disorder and the sudden inter-
jection of a teenaged daughter (Alison
Lohman) he never knew he had.

Director Ridley Scott, via Eric
Garcia’s novel and the screenplay by
Nicholas Griffin, won your confidence.
Then you find that not everything is as
you thought it was.

Actually, it’s rather refreshing. As-
suming a large chip on the shoulder does
not hamper you, you must appreciate
Scott’s wraparound irony and what it
says about us. We are not so jaded that
we can’t remember how it feels when a
good piece of art throws us for a loop.

The process begins when we are intro-
duced to Roy Waller, conman extraordinaire,
portrayed by Cage in yet another high-wire
demonstration of the thespic craft. En-
sconced in a well-to-do L.A. suburb cour-
tesy of his larcenous gift, he plies his trade
with the help of Frank Mercer, an adoring
protégé convincingly played by Sam
Rockwell. But all is not well.

His intermittent eye tic is just the tip of
the iceberg. Partly humorous, partly pa-
thetic, owing to his affliction Roy is ruled
by all manner of ritual. Just as a sampling,
doors, whose knobs are never turned with-
out a handkerchief, must be opened and
closed thrice; carpets are continually vacu-
umed of their hidden germs, and guests, if
they are allowed into his house at all,
must remove their shoes.

Yet, owing to the stout character we
surmise exists beneath the choice of
career and beleaguering pathology, Roy
perseveres. We find ourselves cheering
for the odd antihero.

Almost as if to justify our faith in him,
with the story’s first crisis Roy seeks
help from a psychiatrist. Actually, he
just needs a prescription filled. It seems
the doc who previously dispensed his
meds has taken it on the lam. In any case
it’s the confidence man’s sessions with
the shrink that foment the plot. The first
revelation we are treated to is the possi-
bility that Roy is a dad.

Enter Lohman as Angela, the 14-year-
old zealous to know her father. It is easy
to predict that the suddenly united duo
will celebrate and bond, with daddy
showing daughter the tricks of the trade.

Against his better judgment, they do a
dry run first...just a little con. Then,
swept up in events when Frank sees an
opportunity that just won’t wait, it’s on
to a really big job. The game is afoot.

Call it an updated, dysfunctional ver-
sion of the relationship Ryan and Tatum
O’Neal shared in Paper Moon (1973).
Though the early portions of the rapport
break no new ground in the realm of
family meditations, the sparkling chem-
istry Cage and Lohman create makes up
for the initial lack of novelty.

Positing the theory that Roy’s paren-
tal role will be therapeutic, writer
Griffin’s script presents Cage with yet
another acting challenge of a lifetime.

Though you’d think he would be out of
character convolutions following the
contortions he so admirably executed in
Adaptation (2002), Cage takes up the
gauntlet. Weaving his portrayal with
seamless assiduity, it is so stunningly
credible that it isn’t until late in the
doings that we realize what profound
changes Roy has experienced.

While aiding and abetting the nomina-
tion-worthy performance, Lohman also
manages some acting alchemy of her own.
She’s 23. Yet her rendition of a winsome
14-year-old is remarkably right on. The
proverbial sugar, spice and everything nice
is all there, tossed in with a contemporary
scoop of skateboard, cell phone and post-
pubescent attitude. She pouts, she coos.
He is a goner. It doesn’t matter that this is
all new to the matchstick man.

It is the filmmakers’ warmhearted
contention that such compromise is the
true making of a man. Or is it? It bears
noting that the psychiatrist, realized with
good conviction by Bruce Altman, who
originally encourages our sophisticated
swindler to make this family connec-
tion. So this is ostensibly a case of
doctor’s orders. But, we wonder. Even if
this is what Roy needs, what will be the
upshot of his paternal education?

A good deal of the story’s appeal
resides in how Matchstick Men quirkily
juxtaposes its left brain with its right
brain — that is, its scam movie flirtation
with its domestic drama leanings. Therein
lies its art. We know full well that no
mainstream Hollywood film can roll its
closing credits before affirming that
crime doesn’t pay. Therefore, push must
come to shove.

Shucks. They were having such a good
time. So we ask, how can the director
possibly conclude matters without it be-
ing a total downer?

The answer is, by upending us with a
great twist ending, which will close by
banally informing that Matchstick Men is
certain to light your moviegoing fire. But,
how do you know I’m telling the truth?

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Matchstick Men:
Father Cons Best

Carolyn Remmey

Jeanette Bonner Joins
Sesame Street Live Tour

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Jeanette Bonner, a 1998
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS), has joined
Sesame Street Live for its 2003-2004
national tour of 1-2-3 Imagine.

Bonner is performing as Samantha,
the postal carrier. She is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Bonner of
Scotch Plains.

Bonner developed her theatrical ca-
reer with the music department at
SPFHS under the direction of Laurie
Wellman. She was also active in Se-
lect Choir, Show Choir, Las
Cantadores, Show Choir, and Reper-
tory Theater, holding lead roles in
musicals and the choreography de-
velopment.

While attending Trinity College in
Hartford, Conn., where she gradu-
ated in 2002 with a Bachelor of Arts
in Theater and Dance, she held lead
roles in 12 musicals, four of which
she choreographed. During the fall
semester of her junior year in the
college’s La MaMa program in New
York City, she performed with the
New York Young Peoples’ Chorus and
interned at the Jose Limon Dance
Foundation.

Since college graduation, she has
performed with state regional theaters,
including Montclair’s Studio Players
and Montville’s Barn Theatre. Bonner
also continued to study in New York
City and New Jersey and recently
completed a six-month tour with The
Shoestring Players throughout the
state, parts of Pennsylvania and Ohio.

cially placing his guitar in front of the
amplifier to produce interesting feed-
back effects).

Botti had a beautiful sound and was
as expressive with his instrument as a
vocalist. A fair number of the selec-
tions were slow and contemplative,
which gave him the opportunity to
exhibit lovely phrasing and subtlety.
He was just as fine in numbers with a
faster tempo, improvising imagina-
tively regardless of the mood.

Botti chatted briefly in between a few
of the selections, giving some back-
ground on the origin of some of his
compositions. Before “Alone in the
City,” he explained that he wrote the
piece during a snowstorm in New York,
just after his girlfriend had left him.

Putting the song in some context

seemed to lend it more meaning. He
also played it almost entirely offstage,
out on the grass with the audience. It
was thoughtful and moving. The high G
trumpet “scream” before the last verse
sounded like more than just an impro-
vised high note — it sounded like pain.

Fortunately for me, Botti was gra-
cious enough to invite flutist Torres to
join him in his penultimate number,
from the soundtrack of “Caught.” The
invitation seemed unplanned, and it is
possible that Torres never rehearsed it.
As Botti introduced the melody, Torres
was at the rear of the stage listening,
seeming to scope out the possibilities
for improvisation in his head.

I was taking notes when Torres began
playing in the low register. His tone was
so rich and mellow that I though Botti
was still playing his trumpet. What an
incredible flute sound! Botti deferred
almost the whole piece to Torres, as he
watched and listened to his improvisa-
tions with admiration. Torres was su-
perb in every way, and I regretted that I
hadn’t heard his earlier performance.

Headliner singer/keyboardist Oleta
Adams was the final artist of the
evening. Her group also consisted of
bass guitar/keyboard bass, guitar, per-
cussion, another keyboard, and two
backup vocalists.

When Adams introduced herself,
her sultry speaking voice let me know
I was in for a vocal treat. When she
began singing, the sensuality of her
sound impressed, reminding one of
Anita Baker.

I was unable to stay for all her
selections. In the ones that I heard, the
wall of sound behind her diminished
the clarity of her voice. The backup
singers, in particular, were much too
loud. The second keyboard, with more
of an organ sound, also helped to

muddy up her voice. I couldn’t make
out most of the words.

In addition to being the lead vocal-
ist, Adams also improvised on the
keyboard, and quite well. Her key-
board was set to more of a piano
sound, which was able to achieve some
penetration over the second keyboard.
But my ear still had trouble adjusting
to the activity of three instruments and
three voices in the same range.

Nevertheless, the audience appre-
ciated the full sound of her voice and
the rich texture of the instrumenta-
tion.

All in all, the concert/festival seemed
to please all who attended, as the per-
formances were met with vibrant ap-
plause and cheers for the sheer feat of
good improvisation. The audience

seemed to appreciate the sounds and
skills of a very talented group of jazz
artists.

Borgnine, who, according to the
Ventrellas, drove a full-size bus tour-
ing America at the age of 86, may also
be a featured guest.

Reporting that Borgnine’s ripe age
has not stopped him from lecturing on
cruises or making movies, the
Ventrellas pointed to other success
stories involving 50+ individuals who
are still flourishing, such as a friend
who began his own real estate business
in Florida after retiring as a high-
powered executive, and a 95-year-old
woman they met through Bode, who
has the stamina of a 20-year-old.

“People’s personalities don’t change
just because they’ve retired,” reminded
Louise, who believes that the home-
grown values outlined in Dr. DeFelice’s
book are “lost values…a voice you
don’t hear very often” that need to be
heeded by younger generations.

“We want to define this age group in
terms of possibilities,” said Peter.

Louise added, “We have a lot to
learn from their experiences. They can
be a leveling voice.”

Peter and Louise aim to produce
four to five pilot episodes and sell the
programs nationwide to cable network
stations in towns with a high concen-
tration of 50+ residents.

“The pilot episodes will have their
first run on TV-36 between now and
January of 2004,” noted Peter, a gradu-
ate of The Pingry School, the Univer-
sity of Delaware, and the University of
Southern California School of Cin-
ema-Television.

Peter has worked with notable docu-
mentary filmmakers, collaborated
with Dan Akroyd on “Psi Factor:
Chronicles of the Paranormal,” con-
tributed to various television projects,
worked at Paramount Pictures in In-
ternational Marketing and worked on
a feature script with one of the writers
from FOX’s “Fast Lane.”

His mother, who is preparedto
travel wherever the “Second Sea-
son” stories take her, holds a résumé
reflecting a career as a professional
singer, working actress, and spots in
national commercials and print work.
She was also named Miss Syracuse,
Miss New York State and competed
in the Miss America Pageant.

So, how would Louise describe what
many refer to as “the golden years?”

“Golden,” she said, “can be very
valuable if you reach the golden mo-
ment. It’s the highlight as long as
people mentally reach for something
new.”

When asked about what it is like to
take direction from her son, Louise
laughed, “I become putty in his hands.”

ior. With saintly patience, Nick con-
vinces Princess Jess that she must
separate the colors from the whites in
the laundry room, and maybe cook
him a meal from time to time. The
poor guy couldn’t even audition danc-
ers for his video without his wife
stalking the room, pouting like a child.

“Marriage. What is it good for?”
he must be wondering. But, then
there is the fact that his wife is one
of the most gorgeous women in the
business. That has to help. Either he
is staying put because life in the
bedroom is better than it is in the rest
of the messy mansion, or he’s look-
ing to be canonized. Still, at the end
of the day, Nick tells audience, that
all of the petty fighting and squabbles
don’t amount to a hill of beans in
that tinseled town when it comes to
their love for one another.

Sadly for Jessica, whether MTV
is fairly portraying her or just piec-
ing together snippets of their lives to
get better ratings, she is getting a
bad reputation. Viewers will only
look at her as a Louis Vuitton purse-
clutching poptart who doesn’t real-
ize that Chicken of the Sea brand
tuna fish isn’t made of chicken. The
same audience that likes to watch
Ozzy Osbourne reel about in a nar-
cotic-induced stupor, obviously
soaks up Jessica’s light-headed
drama. This is MTV’s goldmine.

So, just when you begin to real-
ize that Barbie and Ken living in
the Malibu Beach House was n ot
just pretend, but the foundation
for an MTV reality show, you
wonder what do viewers learn?
Remember, we’re talking about a
very specific demographic – some-
where between pre-teens and folks
my...ahem…young age. Do we
learn that maintaining a marriage
is as tough as we knew it to be in “I
Love Lucy”, “The Honeymoon-
ers”, “Everybody Loves Raymond”
or “Married With Children”? We
know it is never that slapstick or
resolved in the proverbial 30-
minute timeslot. The MTV show’s
sole asset comes from the fact that
Nick and Jessica do not profess
marital perfection. They’re work-
ing at it. Just like everybody else.

They’ll muddle through, al-
though I wouldn’t bet my Barbie
collection on it.

we all think we are not. We listen, we
are compassionate; we are “normal,”
not like these neurotics who are at the
other end of humanity’s spectrum.

But Silver’s play makes us question all
that. When Tommy and the infected son
Todd have a sexual encounter behind the
couch, the audience starts to understand
Tommy’s sexual fascination. There is no
shock when he announces to his fiancée
that he loves her brother instead of her.
We have almost been waiting for some-
one to finally tell the truth.

The father (Gary Glor) fits the
stereotypic banker in his suit and tie, but

when he loses his job of 30 years on the
day of the wedding rehearsal, Grace
levels him with, “Women I could toler-
ate, but not poverty.” As the banker, Glor
makes the transformation wonderfully
to a crazed man on the brink of insanity;
he has us believing every word he utters.

This is not a play for very young,
impressionable people. It is a down
and dirty, in your face, never-take-a-
breath-but-just-keep-talking kind of

show. The machine-gun delivery between
the actors at many junctures in the play
takes concentration and lots of rehearsal
to get to their high level of performance.

Spina’s pacing helps keep the play
riveting. With a mother who has an
insatiable need for things, a father
who is crazed for his teenage daugh-
ter, a dinosaur obsessed son who philo-
sophically muses, “People are all
corpses,” and a daughter who takes
every drug prescribed to man because
she thinks her skin is too tight, one
might think this couldn’t possibly be
an entertaining night.

But watching a storm’s destructive
forces can be mesmerizing. Likewise,
this play serves as a fascinating mi-
crocosm of the world’s ills. It’s an
acting challenge because these are not
necessarily characters for whom the
audience feels compassion or with
whom they identify.

Yet the aftermath of both storm
Isabel and this play will not soon be
forgotten.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Pen & Ink

friend better exposure.
Renna confirmed that Gandolfini’s

endorsement will be a large feature
in the next edition of Around About
Peterstown.

In a related press release on his
website, Renna concluded,
“Gandolfini’s gesture proves he’s a regu-
lar stand-up guy and a truly good friend.”

Coming Very Soon:Coming Very Soon:Coming Very Soon:Coming Very Soon:Coming Very Soon:
• Queen of Arts returns with

Halloween craft projects;
• The Westfield Symphony

Orchestra’s first concert of the
season gets analyzed by Brad
Tinfow;

• Marylou Morano weighs in
on Madonna’s literary career;

• Meet Marie Salvato, Hanah
Keselman, Kathleen Thompson,
and the dynamic duo of John
Russitano and Kara Shovlin;

• Pen & Ink: Looks at televi-
sion and asks, “Why should
you care?”
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Take the StageTake the StageTake the StageTake the StageTake the Stage
With Susan M. Dougherty
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOCUS ON THE FINER POINTS…Looking into one of the
cameras on set, Peter offers some advice to makeup artist
Deborah Hubbard about some touch-ups that need to be
made before filming.
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Continued on Page 19
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Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LONGTIME FRIENDS…The host of “Second Season,” Louise Ventrella runs
through some preliminary questions she will ask Westfield resident, Dr.
Stephen DeFelice, right.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL EYES ON THE FRENCH MAID…Tommy,
convincingly played by Matt McCarthy, confesses
to the family of his fiancée that the female’s outfit
he wears is “liberating.” The Nicky Silver two-act
play is billed as “a comedy that bites back.” For
those who enjoy delving into the stormy waters of
family dynamics and unspoken secrets, this is an
unforgettable piece, which won numerous awards
and nominations when it first premiered in 1993.
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Brad Tinfow for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TUGGING ON THEIR HEARTSTRINGS...Chris Botti heralded
some heartfelt seniment into the Jersey Jazz By The Lake audience.

Continued on Page 19
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FILMMAKER TEAMS UP WITH HIS MOM TO PRODUCE ‘SECOND SEASON’
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
EAGLE EYE…Assisting in the film
production, Drew Koski, a member of
the band “Splooge,” stands by as Pe-
ter gets the camera into focus.
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WESTFIELD COMMUNITY PLAYERS
1000 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ  07090

Box Office: 908-232-1221  Curtain time 8 PM

# 1 “Murder Among Friends”
A Murder Mystery by

Bob Barry

Oct 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31, Nov 1
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A NEW DIRECTION…Westfield native and
filmmaker Peter Ventrella and his mother, Louise
Ventrella, pose after an interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Making MarriageMaking MarriageMaking MarriageMaking MarriageMaking Marriage
Work, MTV-StyleWork, MTV-StyleWork, MTV-StyleWork, MTV-StyleWork, MTV-Style
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once the ice sculptures have
oozed into a puddle and the wed-
ding cake of strawberries and
cream has been diminished
to the size of a cupcake,
newlyweds  prepare to
pursue the myth of
“happily ever af-
ter.” Without de-
luding them-
selves,  most
know that a mar-
riage takes
heaps of work.

Maybe the
most hilarious
depiction of your other fulltime
job – your marriage – is shown in
MTV’s “Newlyweds: Nick & Jes-
sica,” which airs every Tuesday at
10:30 p.m.

Make no mistake, not everyone
is fortunate enough to be living in
a mansion like Mr. Lachey and
Ms. Simpson, so while I’m not
comparing the income of the aver-
age American family to that of the
B-list pop performers (who laugh-
ingly call themselves “recording
artists”), it is somehow refreshing
to see that even filthy-rich newly-
weds have their conundrums.

Jessica is a princess who has
had to train herself to pick her bath
towels up off the floor, to make
her own bed, even to throw away
vases of wilted flowers and the
water they’ve been lolling in.
During a camping trip, Nick ad-
mitted to his brother and sister-in-
law that he has a “five-year plan”
to rid Jessica of her spoiled behav-

By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — If the size and
enthusiasm of the audience was any
indication, Jersey Jazz by the Lake
was a tremendous success.

The event, which was
originally scheduled for
Nomahegan Park on
September 20, was
held at Echo Lake
Park instead.

Featured per-
formers were the
Richard Reiter
Swing Band, Jeff
Golub, Nestor
Torres, Chris Botti,
and the headliner,
Oleta Adams.

In addition to mu-
sic being offered in the
bandshell, the Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee was set
up on the top of the hill with
inflatable climbing wall,
slides, dragon cave, com-
bat arena, and other
amusements.

A samba percussion ensemble per-
formed on a small stage, inviting
heavy audience participation and
receiving it.

Many adults and children visited

the recently build September 11
memorial, which listed the names of
Union County residents who per-

ished in the disaster.
The downside of a festival with a

number of bands performing is the
setup time between acts. I was un-
able to reach the event until 5:15

p.m., which was apparently 10 min-
utes after Nestor Torres had con-
cluded his performance.

It wasn’t until 6 p.m. that Chris
Botti began playing. He finished

shortly after 7 p.m., and Oleta
Adams began at 8 p.m.

Once Botti and his in-
strumental group began

playing, my impa-
tience was wiped
away immediately
with the highest
quality jazz. The in-
strumentation of
the group was trum-
pet, guitar, bass gui-
tar, keyboard, and
drums.
Although trumpeter

Botti introduced the
melody for all the songs

(many of which he wrote),
and did a lot of improvisa-

tion, all of the players
were featured in one or
more extended solos.
They were all topnotch
performers.

The guitarist, in addition to play-
ing great lines, used the electronics
at his disposal to produce sounds
reminiscent of Jimi Hendrix (espe-

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Maturing is
deemed admirable when the term is
pertains to wine, cheese, and other
products that “improve with age,”
but shouldn’t the same be said for
human beings?

Peter Ventrella and his mother,
Louise Ventrella, certainly think so.

Before developing their television
series, “Second Season,” a half-hour,
interview-based program, which un-
derlines the thriving lifestyles of local
and famous 50+ Americans, Peter, the
program’s producer, discovered that
50 percent of Americans would be
over 50 years of age in the next year.

Television, he explained, was vir-
tually ignoring this demographic. The
aging of his own parents had dawned
on him, as did the cresting of the
baby-boomer generation and the ex-
panded life expectancy.

“I realized there was definitely an
idea here for a show,” said Peter, in
an interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. In February, Peter, a
television writer living in Los Ange-
les, had granted an interview to the
newspaper about his documentary
on the Westfield band, “Splooge.”

“With all of the developments in

the sciences, people are living longer,
fuller lives,” contributed Louise, the
gracious and poised on-camera host
of “Second Season.” “With more and
more people approaching retirement
age, they are freer to do so many new
things. This is really more the begin-
ning of life than the end of life.”

“For example, we won’t use the

word ‘retire,’ in the program,” in-
formed Louise, who stressed that the
series will accentuate the limitless
promise open to 50+ individuals, then
perhaps later examine some in-depth
issues with which they must grapple.

The Leader and The Times attended
the September 16 taping of “Second
Season,” which included an inter-

view with Westfield author Dr.
Stephen DeFelice at Louise’s home.

Inside the dining room, a vase of
pink roses was set behind the table
where Louise and Dr. DeFelice prac-
ticed their questions and answers
before taping. A bottle of red wine
and two filled glasses were set nearby
as Dr. DeFelice fidgeted with his
signature bowtie, Louise’s make-up
was retouched and Peter checked the
“zebra” (that’s filmmaker lingo) on
the cameras. The small camera crew
and make-up artist, Deborah
Hubbard, scuttled between the
kitchen, foyer and dining room.

Each episode would be intro-
duced with a brief jazz/pop med-
ley, while terms like “medical ad-
vances,” “retirement planning” and
“health and fitness” flashed ran-
domly across the screen.

The first installment of “Second
Season”, which has already aired on
Westfield TV-36, spotlighted the new
post-retirement challenges encoun-
tered by New York Giants baseball
player Bobby Thomson, remembered
for “The Shot Heard ‘Round the
World” homerun in 1951.

Len Cariou, who won a Tony Award
for Sweeney Todd in 1979, has joined
Dr. DeFelice (“Old Italian Neigh-
borhood Values”) and author Cris
Bode (“Fit After 50”) in answering
Louise’s insightful questions on the
“Second Season” sets. Oscar and
Golden Globe award winner Ernest

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — An uninvited
guest named Isabel came to visit New
Jersey last weekend, the opening night
of Pterodactyls, the Nicky Silver play
presented by The Theater Project,
Union County College’s theater in
residence at the Cranford campus.

Although the big bad wolf of a
storm deterred some of
the intended audience
members the first two
nights, it couldn’t blow
this house down.

Billed as “a comedy
that bites back,” the show
parallels the hurricane/
tropical storm that
showed its temperamen-
tal side. First, both were
deceivingly mild in na-
ture. No Category 5 hur-
ricane here, just a tropi-
cal storm with a punch.

The show, which
opened 10 years ago in
New York City, deals with
alcoholism, AIDS, infi-
delity, incest, homosexu-
ality, materialism and
other social issues Ameri-
can society has come to
recognize as part of its
everyday fabric of life.

Don’t be fooled that
there will be no damage,
however, for Pterodac-
tyls, like Isabel, has the
force to knock the ground
out from under the old-
est, deeply rooted tree.

As usual, the Studio
on Stage at The Theater
Project has assembled a
cohesive production team to put to-
gether this piece. Under Mark Spina’s
mature eye, directorial choices serve
the actors and the play quite well;
pacing and delivery can be credited
to his savvy direction.

The outfits by Costume Designer
Daaimah Talley, especially the ones
of Grace, the mother, are million
dollar ensembles. Scenic Designer
Fred Kinney’s stark, monochromatic
vanilla set of two chairs, a couch, a
telephone table and a standing globe
bar are contrasted by the red bones of
a dinosaur’s remains that reside in
the backyard of a family.

The monster’s skeleton is liter-

ally and figuratively dug up and put
together by the son and then fleshed
out by the family’s words and con-
flicts. The play itself unfolds like a
freight train racing into the station
at 70 miles per hour.

Daughter Emma (Megan
Muckelmann), who has just brought
home a young man she has only
known for three weeks, announces to

her shopaholic mother Grace (Liz
Zazzi) that she is planning to marry
him. To the country club mom’s dis-
may, he only has a job as a waiter at
the local “Salad Palace” and lives in
a lean-to in the downtown area.

Since her maid has quit, Grace
makes the would-be groom Tommy
(Matt McCarthy) don her French
maid’s dress and shoes and assume
the role of domestic while he lives
with the family. Of the maid’s outfit,
he says that wearing it is oddly “lib-
erating and titillating.” That should
be our first clue that this bridegroom’s
not ready to say “cheese” to the
wedding photographer.

Add to this, 20-something-year-
old son Todd returns home after liv-
ing on the street for five years. Haunt-
ingly played by David Maulbeck,
Todd announces to his mother Grace,
that he has AIDS.

In a shockingly realistic scene
where neither one really listens to
the other, Todd needs to repeat in
various decibel levels, “I have AIDS”
at least a dozen times while she
rattles on about the minutia of her
meaningless life. This is the sort of
character the play deals with-the ones

Continued on Page 19
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – As a non-politically
motivated favor between two paisans,
“Sopranos” lead actor James
Gandolfini wore pal Joe Renna’s cam-
paign button like a badge of honor on
Emmy night, September 21.

Since television audiences caught
sight of the endorsement, the phone
has been ringing off the wall at the
graphic design studio of the Indepen-
dent candidate for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

“It’s boosted my campaign a tre-
mendous amount,” Renna
told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times Tuesday
morning. “Every time they
see pictures of James
Gandolfini at The Emmys,
they’ll see my button.”

While groups like UNICO
and other Italian-American
organizations stand firmly
against HBO’s “The Sopranos” be-
cause they feel the program perpetu-
ates negative stereotypes about Ital-
ian-Americans, Renna disagrees. He
doesn’t see how Gandolfini’s endorse-
ment and relation to the program about
a murdering and adulterous Mafia
leader could have any unpleasant as-
sociation to his Freeholder campaign.

“This is a freedom of speech is-
sue,” he said. “As far as the show
stereotyping Italians, I don’t think it
does that at all. In fact, it (“Sopra-
nos”) shows how miserable that
lifestyle is and it doesn’t glorify that
life of crime.”

Uncertain of the actor’s political
affiliation, Renna said his friend’s de-
cision to wear the campaign button
had nothing to do with politics, al-
though the actor is familiar with
Renna’s platforms and political be-
liefs.

“This was not a political move by
him. We’ve talked in the past about

the relation between how
much influence there is
with celebrities and poli-
tics,” he said. “He

(Gandolfini) doesn’t get involved.
He’s a very down-to-earth guy.”

Uncle Floyd, a singer/comedian
who recently performed at
Westfield’s FestiFall, is also a Renna
supporter, he offered.

Renna, who was raised in the
Peterstown section of Elizabeth, is a
marketing and advertising profes-
sional who also publishes a newspa-
per Around About Peterstown, which
spotlights the culture and Old World
values of Italian-Americans.

Though Gandolfini and Renna at-
tended different schools, they met
through a roommate of Renna’s best
friend, Vito Bellino. For two years,
Renna worked at Gandolfini at his
New York nightclub.

Bellino asked Gandolfini if he
would wear one of Renna’s cam-
paign buttons on a “Sopranos” epi-
sode, but the actor said that wearing
it at The Emmys would give his old

James Gandolfini


