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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
UNVEILING…On September 11, a new park was dedicated in memory of
Scotch Plains residents Matthew Horning, Mark Rothenberg and James Walsh,
who were killed in the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. Kurt Horning, left,
the father of Matthew, and Thomas Walsh, the brother of James, unveiled the
plaque memorializing their loved ones.
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School District’s Parking Dilemmas
Examined at Meeting of SP-F BOE

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education discussed the parking
problems occurring at several dis-

trict schools at its monthly agenda
meeting on September 11.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal Dr. David
Heisey offered an overview of the
parking situation, which he said has
plagued the high school for over five
years. The parking problem has been
greatly worsened by the construc-
tion going on, as well as the elimina-
tion of many student spaces in recent
years, he said.

Currently, there are 112 seniors
who have applied for parking per-
mits, while there are only 92 spaces,
he said. There are 90 spaces in the
student parking lot, four of which are
for visitors and approximately 22
reserved for staff, reducing the num-
ber of spaces for students there to 64.
The addition of the 28 spaces in
Green Forest Park, recently acquired
for student parking, brings the total
of student spaces up to 92.

However, the real problem, he
pointed out, will occur in the spring,
when 50 to 60 juniors will apply for
parking permits. Currently, juniors
are not permitted to park on school
grounds and have to find spaces along
the side streets surrounding the
school.

The Township Council has re-
stricted parking on many of the side
streets surrounding the school, mak-
ing it difficult for students to find
spaces. Seniors who park on school
grounds or in the Green Forest park-
ing lot have to register with the school,
while juniors do not have to register,
Dr. Heisey explained.

He said that he anticipated that the
school board would hear from dis-
gruntled residents in the spring about
the parking congestion on their side
streets, once the juniors got their
permits. He could not anticipate

which streets would be included.
Dr. Heisey and board members

agreed that this was a problem that
needed to be addressed and rem-
edied before the spring.

“Although I doubt that it will ever
be completely resolved, the problem
could be studied and mitigated by
some partial solutions,” Dr. Heisey
commented.

Board member Thomas Russo said
that he visited Brunner Elementary
School, where he also noticed a sig-
nificant parking problem. The town-
ship has placed parking restrictions
on the side streets surrounding this
school as well, he said, and parents
were having a difficult time finding
a place to park and to drop off stu-
dents.

Board President Lance Porter sug-
gested that the board might ask the
council for permits to allow some
students to park on side streets that
are now restricted, as he has ob-
served very few cars parked on those
streets now.

Township Dignitaries Dedicate
September 11th Memorial Park

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains’ new Memorial Park
was formally dedicated last Thursday in
a ceremony combining the sad memo-
ries of the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks with more upbeat images of girls’
soccer teams inaugurating the new field
on Plainfield Avenue.

Under blue skies and before a crowd
of a few hundred, Mayor Martin Marks
opened the new facility by acknowledg-
ing the presence of the families of two of
the three Scotch Plains natives who died
two years ago.

Matthew Horning’s parents, sister and
grandmother attended, as did the parents
and brother of James Walsh. No one
from the family of Mark Rothenberg
was in attendance at the September 11
ceremony, which included an invocation
by Pastor Kevin Brennan of the Evangel
Church and a benediction by the Rever-
end Donald Hummel of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church,
both in Scotch Plains.

Referring to the three township na-
tives in whose memory the park was
dedicated, Mayor Marks, opening the
30-minute program, said he hoped that
“some small part of their spirits will
always be present here.”

Kurt Horning, the father of Matthew,
spoke briefly and thanked his neighbors
for their support the past two years.
Thomas Walsh, the brother of James,
also spoke briefly.

A host of local dignitaries were present

for the park’s opening, including the four
other members of the Township Coun-
cil; Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung, Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender, Union County
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella and a
number of Scotch Plains township offi-
cials.

Mayor Marks thanked township citi-
zens for their 1999 approval of the cre-
ation of an Open Space Trust Fund,
which financed development of Memo-
rial Park.

Ray Poerio, Director of Parks and

Recreation, spoke and presented plaques
of appreciation to several township work-
ers involved in completing the park.

A large stone rock at the park’s en-
trance contains a bronze-colored plaque
with the names of Mr. Horning, Mr.
Walsh and Mr. Rothenberg.

After it was formally unveiled by Mr.
Horning and Mr. Walsh, the park was
officially opened by Mayor Marks, and
a girls soccer game got underway as the
early evening sun dropped behind the
neighborhood trees.

County Freeholder Bd. Reveals
Detailed Plans for Esposito Park

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The September 10 Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders meet-
ing brought the announcement of
plans for construction of Peter J.
Esposito Park on the former Esposito
farm property in Clark Township.

In observance of the September
11th anniversary, the board opted to
move the public meeting from the
usual Thursday evening to Wednes-
day, to allow people to reflect on the
events of 9/11.

The board also reminded the pub-
lic of the September 11 Memorial
dedication, which took place on Sep-
tember 13 at Echo Lake Park. U.S.
Senator Jon Corzine was a late addi-
tion to the list of speakers at the
ceremony.

The meeting began with brief re-
marks made by Freeholder Chair-
woman Deborah Scanlon, followed
by more detailed comments of Free-
holder Alexander Mirabella.

He stated that the decision to name
the park after the late Mr. Esposito
directly correlated to Mr. Esposito’s
desire to keep his land as open space.

“This board shares the same phi-
losophy and vision that Mr. Esposito
had for his farm,” said Freeholder
Mirabella. He also pointed out the
decreasing amount of open space in
Union County, noting that the board
has continued and will continue to
“protect our environments from over-
development.”

Following Freeholder Mirabella’s
remarks, Paul Ricci, a representative
of T&M Associates, the company in
charge of constructing Esposito Park,
presented the park plans. Mr. Ricci
first discussed the constraints on the
property, including environmental
and utility constraints and noting the

significance of those areas with re-
spect to park facilities.

“No permanent structures could
be located on the utility easement,
and any encroachment into the wet-
lands would require permits from the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection,” Mr. Ricci stated.

T&M Associates formulated two
possible layouts for the park. Both
plans included a skate park, two ten-
nis courts, a pedestrian walkway (with
one lap equaling one mile), a
children’s playground, and restroom
facilities. One plan – the more “ac-
tive” plan – would include a softball
field that could also be for soccer in
the off-season. The second plan calls
for a lawn area, and a dog park,
instead of the softball field.

SP Emergency Management
Prepared For Hurricane Isabel

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

However harsh the weather be-
comes tonight and tomorrow, as
Hurricane Isabel arrives on the East
Coast, Scotch Plains’ Emergency
Management Coordinator Paul
Malool feels the community is ready.

Speaking to the Township Council
at its conference meeting on Tues-
day night, Mr. Malool said, “If we’re
hit, I’m very confident.”

He called the local contingency
plans “second to none.” With the
storm expected to come ashore some-
where between North Carolina and
Delaware later tonight, Mr. Malool
said rainfall in Scotch Plains and the
wider area could be two to four inches
per hour at its peak.

“It won’t be as bad as Floyd,” he said,
referring to the September 1999 tropi-
cal storm, but he did point out that, after
a rainy spring and summer this year,
grounds are generally saturated and
some flooding is to be expected.

Already, the police have barriers
ready to be set up on certain roads
prone to flooding, such as Route 22,
and local officials have made plans to
evacuate, if necessary, those on the
south side of Scotch Plains who may
be at risk from flooding, particularly
those living at the Bayberry Gardens
Apartments at the southern end of
Martine Avenue.

Mr. Malool said plans called for
the vehicles of those being evacu-
ated to be parked in the lots of the old
Park Place Diner and the John H.
Stamler Police Academy on Raritan
Road, with affected residents spend-
ing the night at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church.

Mr. Malool added that it was im-

portant for residents not to call the
police department for information
about the storm, noting that TV-34
will broadcast updates and that those
who call the department’s non-emer-
gency number at (908) 322-7100 will
have the ability to hear a recorded,
up-to-date announcement of any per-
tinent information.

In other business, the council
agreed to award a contract to Nature’s
Choice for the hauling of leaves this
fall. For the past several years, S.
Rotondi & Sons has performed this
task, but Nature’s Choice submitted
a bid of $2.22 per cubic yard versus

Rotondi’s bid of $2.39.
Councilman Frank Rossi will rep-

resent the council at an informa-
tional meeting scheduled for tonight
in Westfield to discuss the proposed
lighted turf field at Westfield’s Con-
servation Center, which abuts the
Scotch Plains border.

Several township homeowners liv-
ing near the site have expressed con-
cerns about the impact of such a
facility on traffic and parking, qual-
ity of life and flooding potential.

Mayor Martin Marks reminded the
council that Saturday is Scotch Plains

Assemblywoman Stender Speaks
At Center for Women Open House

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22) spoke at the Center for Women
and Families’ open house on Tuesday.

The organization, founded in 1984,
is a not-for-profit agency providing
counseling, legal consultations and
assistance referrals to men, women
and children confronting challenges.

Due to state and county grant cut-
backs, the center’s previous grant to-
tal of $40,000 per year has now been
reduced to $10,000. The center is
currently seeking state funding, per-
forming a donation drive, and looking
for a less expensive location, or dona-
tion of a site, to house its office.

Jane Verloop was hired in July as
Executive Director to assist in efforts

to locate other funding sources. The
office of Asw. Stender is located in
the same building as the center, and
Ms. Verloop invited the legislator to
speak at an open house.

In her introduction, Ms. Verloop
stated that she chose Asw. Stender as
speaker because she “wanted a woman
who has been a strong role model for
women, one who has shown courage
and strong community leadership.”

She recounted Asw. Stender’s
record of service, including serving
Fanwood as a council member and
mayor, and being a Union County
Freeholder, as well as a wife and
mother of three.

In a speech to the group of ap-
proximately 30 staff and supporters,
Asw. Stender expressed her views on

the role of women in politics.
“My involvement in politics has

given me a chance to help women.
Women don’t quickly or easily access
the political process, and it is vital that
women be involved; this is the only
way to see things change,” she said.

In reference to statistics cited by Ms.
Verloop that less than 17 percent of the
political representatives in the country
are female, Asw. Stender agreed.

“Politics are dominated by men,”
she said, “and this doesn’t change
easily. The more women participate
in politics, the more change we are
going to see. My role is to support
women candidates.”

She stated that she ascribes to the
adage “We all have to lift as we
climb;” therefore, as she has moved
up in the political arena, she has
assisted those around her in their
political aspirations.

Speaking specifically regarding the
Center for Women and Families, Asw.
Stender said that “constituent ser-
vices are important to me, and I am
happy to help.”

The center assists those in times of
change, and she believes that “crisis
in life can be an opportunity to grow,
and it is how you make them work for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Inclement Weather,
Street Fair Details
Due to the potential for in-

clement weather, information on
the cancellation of Scotch Plains
Day, scheduled for Saturday, and
Westfield’s FestiFall, scheduled
for Sunday, will be posted at
www.goleader.com.

Additional information on
FestiFall can be obtained by call-
ing (908) 233-3021. Scotch
Plains was unable to provide a
phone number for additional in-
formation on Scotch Plains Day.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
CRASH…A Saturn crashed into a telephone pole on Route 22 west on Tuesday morning causing traffic delays. The driver
was airlifted to a trauma center by the State Police helicopter Northstar from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
field.

Dunkin’ Donuts Proposes
Expansion, Drive-Through

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for  The Times

At the outset of Monday night’s
Planning Board agenda meeting,
Chairman Gregory Cummings ad-
vised those in attendance that, con-
trary to notices posted in the windows
of downtown stores, the downtown
redevelopment plan was not on the
agenda for that evening’s meeting.

“If anyone is here because of no-
tices posted in the windows of the
downtown shops that stated that the
downtown redevelopment project
would be discussed tonight, they were
obviously totally misinformed about
tonight’s meeting,” Mr. Cummings
remarked.

“That will not be discussed to-
night at all.  The mayor and council
are working on a plan, and it will be
quite some time before that plan
comes before the Planning Board,”
he continued.

  One Fanwood business owner had
distributed notices to other propri-
etors to display in their windows, if
they wished, informing residents
about the agenda meeting and the
shop owner’s belief that the subject
of the downtown redevelopment plan
would on the agenda.

In other business, Dunkin’ Donuts,
located at the corner of Martine and
South Avenues, has proposed to tear
down the existing building and erect

a new, larger structure that would
include a drive-up window.

 The proposal includes removal of
a shed on the property, and storage to
be located inside the building.  The
number of parking spaces would in-
crease to 12 stalls, which exceeds the
eight required by ordinance for the
square footage of the proposed store.

 In a presentation to board mem-
bers, a representative for Dunkin’
Donuts stated the establishment has
looked at the issue of traffic and plans
on utilizing its existing driveways.

He added the owners are aware
that they will also need to submit a
plan to the state’s Department of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Eighth Annual

Sunday
September 28, 2003
Noon to 5pm � Rain Date Oct.5

Fanwood, NJ

Join your friends and neighbors

Downtown Fanwood (Martine & South Avenues)

This year’s events featuring:

Grammy Award Winner Tom Chapin

Street Fair & Crafts, Moon Walk,

Rock Climbing Wall, Pony Rides,

Trackless Train, Fire Truck Slide,

Classic Car Show (Sponsored by Cougar Club of NJ)

Vendors, Wide Variety of Foods,

Educational Exhibits... and much more!!!

� Live Entertainment All Day! �
12:15 — Silk City (Bluegrass and Folk Music)

1:30 — Tom Chapin (Grammy Award Winner)

1:00 – 4:00 — DJ

All Day — Miss Fanny Wood overseeing the Events of the Day

Sponsored by the Fanny Wood Day Committee

for more information call 322-7995

�

Library Trustees
Set Meeting Date

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library Board of
Trustees will hold their regular
meeting on Thursday, September
25 at 7:30 p.m.

The meeting will be held at the
public library located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parking Dilemmas in District
Examined by SP-F School Bd.
Dr. Heisey said that he would

meet with the mayors of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to discuss op-
tions and to try to come up with
solutions. In the past, the council
has told the board that parking was
its problem, according to board
members.

Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi said that
he would visit each school to assess the
parking problems and possible solu-
tions. He would also re-count the park-
ing spaces at the high school after the
new lines were repainted.

The parking situation at McGinn
Elementary School has been wors-
ened by the occupation of four win-
dow delivery trucks parked in the
parking lots. Due to construction de-
lays across the state, Mr. Del Sordi
said that the windows could not be
delivered in increments and all of the
windows had to be delivered at once.

He expected that as the windows
were installed, the trucks would be
moved out sometime in the next few
months. He will be having bi-weekly
meetings with the contractor to in-
sure timely installations.

Mr. Russo said that he would rec-
ommend, at the next policy meeting,
that students be permitted to carry
electronic communications devices,
such as cell phones and beepers, dur-
ing school hours. The condition would
be that they would not be allowed to
have them turned on during school
hours, but this would enable parents
to get in touch with their children
after school. Board member Edward
Saridaki pointed out that parents
could always reach their children dur-
ing school hours via landline phones
by calling the office.

The board discussed a Wall Street

Journal article sent to members by resi-
dent Richard Bennett. The article ad-
dressed how other districts across the
country were funding extra-curricular
activities by asking families to pay a fee
for their children’s participation.

Mr. Porter said that this practice
was not something that the board has
considered because it would create a
hardship on families. However, board
member Susan Dyckman mentioned
that this practice was something sug-
gested by several district parents as
an alternative to cutting programs.

Mr. Del Sordi said that the
Ridgewood school district, for ex-
ample, charges parents $75 for their
child to participate in sports.

Board members said this was an
opportunity to fund programs out-
side of the diminishing budget. How-
ever, they also pointed out that the
article was critical of this practice.

Mr. Saridaki added that Governor
James McGreevey’s administration
has suspended the senior citizens tax
abatement program for this year. He
called it “more of the McGreevey
shell game,” to penalize this year’s
taxpayers to fund previous budgets.

He said that due to budgetary cuts,
the trend is to not spend anything
unnecessarily in schools.

“The mindset now is that if you
don’t need it today, not to spend it
today,” he said.

And regarding the No Child Left
Behind mandate, Mr. Saridaki said,
“No one knows how to be compli-
ant.” He said that he has recently
seen “No Child Left Behind” com-
pliant-furniture being sold and won-
dered what that meant.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye concurred that  administrative
meetings unfortunately revolved
around funding issues, instead of fo-
cusing on education and learning.

“The current crisis is forcing ev-
eryone to focus on funding,” she said.

Board member Patricia Hoynes-
O’Connor said that she spoke with
the Chairman of the Republican Com-
mittee, Senator Joe Kyrillos, at the
monthly Garden State Coalition meet-
ing. The senator told her not to expect
any help from the legislature on how
schools are currently funded.

Board member Linda Nelson said
that the senator’s basic message was
that the pie was not going to get any
bigger and that districts would need
to re-allocate their funds.

The next regular monthly meeting
of the board will be held on Thurs-
day, September 25.

Mr. Ricci said that the rear of the
park would allow for residential ac-
cess, explaining that it might be diffi-
cult for residents to enter the park with-
out going through the main entrance on
Madison Hill Road. He added that, to
ensure residents close to the park pre-
serve their privacy, two rows of trees
would be planted (most likely ever-
green trees) as a “buffer zone” between
the park and the residential streets.

One member of the public, Vincent
Lehotsky, suggested that additional
types of trees be added, adding that it
may be a good idea to “save some 10 or
20 year old trees…instead of cutting
them down” in other county areas.

Finally, with respect to transporta-
tion impact, Mr. Ricci added that, “ei-
ther of these facilities (plans) will have
no negative impact on the surrounding
road system, particularly at the inter-
changes of Westfield and Raritan
Roads.”

The next step for T&M Associates
and Mr. Ricci is to make the same
presentation in front of the Clark Coun-
cil, and to seek comment from council
members and the public. However,
Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, and

Council President James Ulrich and
Councilman Brian Toal were already
in attendance at the meeting and praised
the work that went into designing the
plans.

Mayor Bonaccorso said that the cre-
ation of Esposito Park is an example of
an “outstanding marriage between
county government and municipal gov-
ernment,” while Councilman Ulrich
noted that the growing population of
children in Clark makes it a great idea.

“Tonight, Union County wins, Clark
wins, and the citizens win,” said Mayor
Bonaccorso.

The board also adopted two ordi-
nances regarding county-owned prop-
erty, specifically parks. The first ordi-
nance establishes that the Public Safety
Code laws are amended to impose pen-
alties for anyone who may trespass or
encroach upon county-owned land. The
second ordinance sets the penalty for
damaging trees on county property,
with such penalty being $500 per tree,
as well as the possibility of up to 90
days in jail. The two ordinances were
enacted, among other things, based on
the incident where a couple cut down
several trees located in the Watchung
Reservation.

Freeholder Scanlon added that, in
the case of people renting or leasing
homes or other space, the responsibil-
ity is that of the owner to ensure no
destruction occurs on county-owned
property.

Arlene Murphy, a representative of
the advocacy group “Stop The Train,”
made some emotional comments in
response to the two ordinances. She
expressed outrage at the fact that
Morristown & Eerie (M&E) workers
removed 13 trees from her property,
and that the ordinances did not seem to
protect her from such an act.

She made reference to the phrases
“lands owned by the County of Union”
and “lands owned and maintained by
the County of Union” in making her
point, and also brought several photos
and additional documentation show-
ing her property line and where she
said it was crossed. She felt that while
the couple in Watchung was penalized
for their vandalism, “I don’t want money
for my trees. I want my trees back.”

Several local resolutions were en-
acted by the board. Scotch Plains will
be permitted to hang a banner across
Park Avenue to advertise “Scotch Plains
Day,” which will be held on Saturday,
September 20. Another resolution al-
lows Fanwood to advertise the Third
Annual Spring Fair (to be held on Sun-
day, June 6, 2004) by permitting the
Business and Professional Association
of Fanwood to hang a banner across
Martine Avenue from May 14, 2004 to
June 7, 2004. As a part of this resolu-
tion, Martine Avenue (from South Av-
enue to LaGrande Avenue) will be
closed for the fair.

One additional resolution calls for
French & Parello Associates of
Holmdel to provide Construction Test-
ing Services for the construction of a
new Engineering Building in Scotch
Plains.

Freeholder Mary Ruotolo also made
a presentation to Deborah Bridges, who
chairs the Union County Commission
on the Status of Women. Ms. Bridges
was honored with a resolution for her
work with the commission.

Railroad Reactivation Once Again
Dominates Freeholder Meeting

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

COUNTY -- At the general meeting
of the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders on September 10, the sub-
ject of the Morristown and Eerie (M&E)
railroad reactivation once again took cen-
ter stage.

While proceedings were tame com-
pared to the prior meetings, the focus
remained on public outreach.

The railroad discussions began with
County Manager George Devanney giv-
ing a brief status report as to three issues
with regards to the railroad – the railroad
budget, construction and rehabilitation
of the rail line and public outreach.

Addressing the budget, Mr. Devanney

stated that a draft of the spending plan
should arrive at the county no later than
September 15. He added that the budget
will take into account the concerns and
requests of the local residents that have
been or will be brought to the attention of
M&E.

In terms of construction and rehabili-
tation of the rail line, completion of the
Staten Island portion of the railroad is
expected by the end of 2004, with the
Rahway Valley Line completed no later
than the end of 2005.

Mr. Devanney stated that the state
Department of Transportation (DOT)
Diagnostic Team also conducted a field
inspection of the Linden and Roselle
areas to map out the safety devices that
will be used in the construction of rail-
road crossings in those areas.

The next step regarding Union County
impact is the reconstruction of three rail-
road crossings in Roselle over the next
three weeks.

The third issue, and arguably the most
controversial, the public outreach pro-
gram, was then addressed. After first
hearing from a representative of the M&E
who spoke about the outreach program,
Mr. Devanney reviewed the public forum
held in Kenilworth on August 25, which
drew more than 250 people.

The forum was held to allow the
primary parties – M&E, Union County
government, and the public – to dis-
cuss railroad reactivation issues. Con-
ducted in a “panel” format, the public
submitted questions to “panelists” who
then responded to those questions. The
panelists, which included County Di-
rector of Policy and Planning James
Daley and M&E representatives, were
available afterwards for individual
questions.

The mention of the Kenilworth hear-
ing brought several members of the pub-
lic to the microphone. This included
members of “Stop The Train,” a group of
residents from municipalities impacted
by the M&E railroad reactivation. Their
general consensus was that not all ques-
tions were answered at the Kenilworth
hearing.

Dr. Daniel Nozza of Elizabeth, a State
Senate candidate for the 20th District,
said, “In my opinion, (the meeting) was
a total sham. There were no questions
answered. We were ‘lectured to’, if you
will.”

In addition, Dr. Nozza, like many oth-
ers at the freeholder meeting, brought his
own questions to read into public record,
which focused on procedure, specifi-
cally with regards to the contractual pro-
cess surrounding the railroad.

One of Dr. Nozza’s questions inquired
why the contract was enacted without
“public knowledge, advertising, or fair
open honest and competitive bidding as
required by law. How can this contract be
legal and binding if the local public con-
tracts law was not followed?”

Mr. Devanney responded that the con-
tractual process was indeed legal. He
explained that several companies sub-
mitted their proposals, and that “M&E
was selected in a legal and lawful man-
ner.”

He added that on September 2, repre-
sentatives of M&E met with several busi-
nesses on Route 22 that would be im-
pacted by the railroad. Springfield resi-
dents also met with M&E to discuss
concerns as they relate to Springfield.

“M&E has reached out verbally and in
writing to each municipality to initiate
some one-on-one meetings with mayors
and engineers to address concerns re-
lated to the rehabilitation of those lines,”
said Mr. Devanney.

He added that in 1997, Norfolk and
CSX Railroads, in conjunction with the
Port Authority of New York & New Jer-
sey, had the opportunity to reactivate the
railroad lines as a Class 1 railroad. Such
reactivation, he explained, would have
meant that the trains “would have just
passed through Union County transport-
ing heavy freight, serving only New York,
with no regard to anybody in Union
County.”

According to Mr. Devanney, the county
has the ability to exercise greater control
and put appropriate constraints in place,
in order to prevent negative effects within
Union County.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Emergency
Day. Events will begin at 8 a.m. with
the Lion’s Club flea market, followed
by a Civic Awards ceremony at 10 a.m.
on the Village Green, then pony rides,
live performances, a farmers market
and other attractions throughout the
afternoon.

you, how you navigate those changes.”
Children are specifically helped at the

center in the Children Helping Children
peer support group for youths coping with
divorce and the separation of their parents.

Program founder Susan Koslowsky, a
Westfield resident, received her master’s
degree from Kean University in early
education and family life. She had wit-
nessed her friends getting divorced one by
one, with many of them unaware that they
were performing an emotional tug of war
with their children in the process. It was
this experience that inspired her to put her
training to use, from studying divorce and
parent education, in assisting children
going through the painful process of split-
ting a family in two.

In 1995, Ms. Koslowsky established
Children Helping Children, to provide
youngsters with an accepting forum
where they can share their experiences
with others who are dealing with the
same situation. The group validates their
feelings, lets them know they are not
alone and that they have rights.

Participants are encouraged to com-
municate with their parents, in conversa-
tion or letter, and Ms. Koslowsky will
speak with the parents directly if re-
quested by a child.

Six-week sessions are held in the fall,
winter and spring, with kids ranging
from ages five to 15. There are no more
than seven children in a group, and
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Asw. Linda Stender Addresses
Crowd at Center’s Open House

currently 40 children are involved with
the support program.

Asw. Stender commended Children
Helping Children, stating, “No matter
what is going on in our lives, as hard as it
can be when we are dealing with it, I
believe it is harder on children around us.
Trying to keep equilibrium is one chal-
lenge, but trying to keep everybody go-
ing is a burden.”

As for the subject of funding from
state grants, Asw. Stender acknowledged
that “money is tight, due to the financial
crisis at the state the last two years, and
we are not expecting next year to be
much better. I am supporting the grant
application, but I don’t know the answer
of how much that will translate into.”

She concluded that she is “looking
forward to working with the agency to be
supportive to women and families out
there, to make this a better place to live
and raise children.”

She thanked the center “for all you do
for women and families to support them
in their efforts to grow and change during
their passages in life.”

The center is located at 1801 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains. For more
information on the center, volunteering
or making a donation, please call (908)
322-6007, e-mail
thecenterforwomenandfamilies@yahoo.com,
or visit
www.centerforwomenandfamilies.org.
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Freeholder Board Tells Detailed
Plans for Clark’s Esposito Park

Check Us Out on the Web:
www.goleader.com!
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Transportation for its approval.
Council President and Planning Board

member Joel Whitaker stated that a zon-
ing ordinance prohibits drive-through
restaurants in the borough, adding that
“they would need to provide a lot of
information to show why it should be
there.”

Mr. Cummings remarked that the board
will need to decide if the borough wants
a drive-through restaurant, and pointed
out that it is located on the busiest corner
in the municipality.

Further, Mr. Cummings said the store
will be adjacent, in the future, to a newly-
redeveloped area, and expressed con-
cern as to whether the business would fit
in with the “village atmosphere we are
trying to create.”

Board member  Jack Molenaar agreed,
saying, “I believe this is the opposite of
what we are trying to do in our downtown
area.”

The board was specifically very con-
cerned about the plan to have both an
entrance and an exit on Martine Avenue,
with Mayor’s Designee Dwight Leeper
stating, “It is a safety problem, in my
opinion.”

Board member John Celardo went so
far as to say, “It would be suicide to try
and turn left on Martine Avenue,” out of
the store’s parking lot.  He also felt that
“by adding the drive-through, it would
increase traffic at that corner.”

Mr. Molenaar pointed out that there
will be added foot traffic due to addi-
tional residents moving into the new
rooms at The Chelsea at Fanwood as-
sisted living facility.

 He said he believes the borough wants
the downtown to be a “pedestrian-friendly
area” and that increasing traffic in and
out of the driveways of the store would go
against this effort.

In a second concept hearing, a follow

up was held regarding the property lo-
cated at 300 South Avenue.  A presenta-
tion was made to the board in June 2002,
and recommendations were made by the
board that have now been integrated by
the developer.

The proposal calls for a three-story
building featuring commercial use on the
first floor and residential on the second
and third floors.  The concept has been
designed to conform with the Victorian
architectural theme that has been estab-
lished for the downtown’s redevelop-
ment plan.

In a presentation by attorney Robert
Kraus, drawings were shown depicting
retail with entrances at the front, including
handicapped access, and service access at
the back of the building. The number of
parking spaces, and the need to include
affordable housing, was discussed.

Mr. Cummings commended the de-
veloper on “listening to our concerns
regarding your previous submission,” and
felt the updated plan was a “vast im-
provement.”

A lengthy discussion was held regard-
ing the driveway options for a home in the
Terryl Commons Project.  It was decided
that the house would have a detached
garage in the rear, instead of a front entry
garage, with a loop driveway, allowing
vehicles to exit the driveway in a forward
direction, rather than backing out.

Next week’s regular meeting of the
Planning Board on September 24 will
include three hearings regarding proper-
ties on Deborah Way, Farley Avenue, and
a subdivision on Beverly Avenue and
Ginder Place.

In addition, two resolutions will be
discussed regarding Locust Avenue and
Saville Row.

The AT&T application hearing has
been postponed until the Wednesday,
October 22 Planning Board meeting.

Dunkin’ Donuts Proposes
Expansion, Drive-Through

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
LIFE FLIGHT…Northstar, the State Police medivac helicopter landed at
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School on Tuesday morning to take a patient from
a car accident to the trauma center.




