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Music Appreciation Series
On Tap at WF Adult School
WESTFIELD – A new Music Ap-

preciation series is one of the
Westfield Adult School’s fall course
highlights.

Three sessions, which may be
taken together or separately, are
taught by classical music experts
in the area, including Dr. David
Wroe, conductor of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra;  Paul
Somers, music critic and editor of
the bi-weekly Classical New Jer-
sey Society Journal; and Barbara
Thomson, Director of Music at the
First Congregational Church in
Westfield.

The Music Appreciation series is
open to individuals who want to un-
derstand music better, teaching stu-
dents how to listen to music, how an
orchestra is assembled, and the role
of the conductor and artists.

Course titles include: “How to Lis-
ten to Music,” “So You Want to Be a
Maestro?” and “Everything You
Wanted to Know About Classical
Music But Were Afraid to Ask.” Each
session costs $15 and meets for an
hour and a half.

Other new courses offered this
year include “Genealogy,” “Great
Discussions,” “Japanese Language,”
and on Saturday, November 8, a
daylong guided tour of the United
States Military Academy at West
Point.

The Westfield Adult School will
begin its fall 2003 semester on Mon-
day, September 22, at Westfield High
School. The semester will run for eight
weeks, through November 24. No
classes will be held on October 6 or 13.

Complete course information is in
the catalog, at www.westfieldnj.com/
adultschool, or by calling (908) 232-
4050.

Registration, which will continue
through the semester, is offered by
mail and forms are available in the
catalog or on the website. Costs vary
by class.

Have the Ends Justified Means
Since Our War in Middle East?

 

David Greer

David Greer
Teacher of  Sixth Grade Spanish,

Eighth Grade French

Edison Intermediate School, Westfield
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 24
Hometown: Roselle Park
Education: Bachelor of Arts

degree from LaSalle University in
Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. Greer at-
tended L’Université de Fribourg
in Switzerland and Universidad de
Cantabria in
Santander, Spain. He
is currently pursuing
his Master of Arts
degree from Kean
University in Union.

Previous Experi-
ence: Mr. Greer
taught at Montclair
High School for one
year. One summer, he
instructed students at
L’Institut Monte
Rosa in Montreux,
Switzerland.

I Knew I Reached
My Students When: “I knew I
reached my French students when
they started expressing themselves
in French for their happiness, dis-
satisfaction, joy, sadness and all
other emotions. They stopped re-
lying on English to show how
they felt. I knew I reached my
Spanish students when they
started appreciating the different
holidays celebrated in the His-
panic world. They no longer used
the words ‘weird and dumb.’ They
started to say ‘interesting and
cool.’”

What I Love About the School
District: “Westfield is an extremely
positive place to work. The town
stresses what it can do instead of
what it can’t do. Anything is pos-
sible with the support of teachers,
administration, students and the
town. There is always someone
willing to help out with an idea or
issue.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “I en-
joy teaching the cultural and lin-
guistic differences and similarities
between France and other French-
speaking countries. My passion is
teaching about French-speaking
Switzerland. I enjoy teaching the
geography of Spanish-speaking

countries.”
The Future of

Education in
America… “I hope
that French will con-
tinue to be seen as
an important choice
for students to take.
I do not want to see
people choose
other languages
simply because of
current political
tensions. I have
heard the phrase
“Freedom class”

one too many times. I hope to see
Spanish classes grow to help
people realize its importance in
our nation. We have so many
chances to come face to face with
Hispanic cultures here in New
Jersey. I hope that the schools
can reach out to the Spanish-
speaking communities and use
them as resources for our stu-
dents. The diversity of New Jer-
sey is what makes us a wonder-
fully unique state.”

My Goals as an Educator… “I
hope to instill in my students a
positive view of cultures and lan-
guages in our world. I hope to break
down stereotypes and abolish xe-
nophobia in my classes. I want stu-
dents to realize how interesting the
world is and the importance of be-
ing able to communicate with our
international family.”

Home Life: Mr. Greer is not
married and has no children. How-
ever, he has a girlfriend.

By LISA BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I remember a chilling tale of 9/11,
where one woman cried, “There is
never peace! My husband suffered in
the tower. There is never peace!”

Americans across the country know
the pain of loss and the sickening jolt
of sudden fearful anxiety. The past
has etched a true and permanent por-
trait of the endurance of man. Ameri-
cans, along with the citizens of many
other nations have felt the effects of
our own conscious decisions, seen
the blood shed on our land, and
mourned amidst the depth of our
mortality.

It seems that the people of the
land, the government, and the en-
emies are blind to the fact that we are
perplexed everyday by our own rights
and wrongs.

After 9/11, it appeared a necessity
to fight for our peace and protect our
men. And with our need for protec-
tion came a pre-emptive strike, a lash
out against the Middle East that
caused death and pain.

In my opinion, it is dreadful to
know that what the American gov-
ernment is doing “right” (protecting
our country) when it is indeed, in

many beliefs, philosophically and
religiously immoral. When I ques-
tion the validity of religious justifi-
cation of death, I am saddened that
the suicide pilots of the Al-Qaida
mix their extremist views with their
religion, and end up contradicting
gods will altogether.

It seems to me that the human race
will never reach the state of idealism
that preaches peace and justice. Have
we, as humans separated ourselves
over time so greatly from one an-
other that men die because we fear
what it is different?

We have judged and mocked one
another, and we see this in children
and society, and this is what has
spread over time to form huge
masses of international hatred. We
all have taken our differences and
fueled them so greatly with igno-
rance, that segregation in the sim-
plest and largest forms has reined
over acceptance.

From the beginning of time, man
has struggled to achieve a desirable
status, to be placed on a pedestal of
“strength.” In my opinion, today’s
wars do not signify military, finan-
cial, or political strength. The war
and struggle in and against each na-
tion is of pure weakness.

On 9/11, the entire world witnessed
an act of ignorant hatred. Not only
could I hear and feel the grief of the
victims, their families, and the emer-
gency personnel, I could hear the
resonant weeping from the lungs of
collective humanity.

During the war in the Middle East
last spring, thousands of protesters
fought against the war to no avail.
Must I come to realize that trying to
understand or prevent the human sin
is futile? We fought for peace and we
weren’t heard. The tragedy of 9/11
was but a tiny fragment of history’s
continuous cycle of fear and blood-
shed.

What is it that terrorists want to
say? What is it that Americans want to
say? And what about the countries,
like France, who refused to aid our
country in the war? Nobody is inno-
cent. Every single man strives for
growth and power, and this applies to
countries and governments as a whole.

The terrorists have a deep hatred
for our way of life. Whatever the
reasons may be behind any rivalry, it
comes from the soul of each human:
Greed and an unfortunate decision to
resist a higher level of conscious-
ness. Of course humans are flawed,
but we still allow death and sadness
to grow.

Instead of thinking of ways to end
the war, we focus all our energy on
winning and being the “hero.” No-
body wins when death is involved. It
is truly disheartening to see that we
must endure war to live.

Tolerance, Respect Topics
Slated at Education Forum

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) and
its Council will host an educa-
tion forum for parents and ma-
ture students on tolerance and
respect issues on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the
auditorium of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

“You Don’t Know Me Until
You Know Me” is the one-per-
son show which will be presented
that evening, raising issues of
race, discrimination, violence
prevention, personal identity,
suicide, gender equity, homopho-
bia, and the emotional pain felt
by special education children.

During the 75-minute perfor-
mance, Dr. Mykee Fowlin slips
in and out of nine characters,
both male and female, who
“share their stories” with humor
and emotion.

Dr. Fowlin received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Psychol-
ogy from Evangel University in
Springfield, Miss., where he also
participated in activities in the
speech and drama department.

In the spring of 2001, he received
his doctoral degree in clinical
psychology from Rutgers.

Combining his interests into
his profession, Dr. Fowlin has
worked with teenagers across the
country in peer mediation, diver-
sity workshops, violence preven-
tion and gender sensitivity train-
ing.

Originally slated for last spring,
Dr. Fowlin’s program had to be
rescheduled due to inclement
weather.

The program, which was re-
ceived well last year by SPFHS
students, had also received ac-
claim from eighth graders who
witnessed Dr. Fowlin’s perfor-
mance.

The PTA Council selected this
presentation for an education fo-
rum in response to the many
comments in a recent district-
wide safety survey that more
needs to be done to encourage
respect and tolerance within the
schools.

For more information, please
call PTA Council Vice President,
Gale Miller, at (908) 889-7934.

MEETING OF THE MUSICAL MINDS…Westfield Symphony Orchestra
Conductor, David Wroe, and First Congregational Church Director of Music,
Barbara Thomson, helped plan and distribute posters and catalogs for the new
fall semester of the Westfield Adult School. Pictured, left to right, are: Maestro
Wroe, Ms. Thomson, Westfield Adult School sponsor James Dettre and Westfield
Adult School Board Member Gaile Boothe.

Dilonardo, Lessner to Attend
Youth Leadership Conference
WESTFIELD – Jesse Dilonardo

and Michael Lessner, both of
Westfield have been chosen to at-
tend the Junior National Youth
Leaders Conference (JrNYLC), a
leadership development program
for middle school pupils.

Jesse will attend the conference
from Saturday, October 18, to
Thursday, October 23, while
Michael will attend from Saturday,
October 4, to Thursday, October 9.
The conferences will be held in
Washington, D.C.

Jesse, 12, is a seventh grade stu-
dent at Saint Theresa School in
Kenilworth. He likes to play base-
ball, soccer, fishing, bike riding,
and enjoys reading and computers.

Nominated by his sixth grade
teacher Alice Gorombey to attend

the conference because of his aca-
demic achievements and leadership
potential, Jesse is a member of a
speaker society.

Hoping to pursue a career in law
or computers, Jesse is the current
secretary of the student body at
Saint Theresa’s.

At the JrNYLC, Jesse anticipates
studying the traditions of leader-
ship in American history and expe-
riencing Washington, D.C. hands-
on. He also looks forward to meet-
ing children his age from all over
the country.

Jesse’s trip was made possible
from area businesses and Assem-
blymen Joe Cryan, Neil Cohen and
Senator Raymond Lesniak.

Themed “The Legacy of Ameri-
can Leadership,” JrNYLC will in-
troduce Jesse and Michael to the
tradition of leadership through
American history, while helping
him develop his own leadership
skills.

Michael, a student at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield,
and Jesse will participate in educa-
tional activities and presentations
given by individuals in positions of
leadership. In specially designed
small groups, they will also visit
historical national landmarks, in-
cluding Colonial Williamsburg.

The exercises in which Jesse and
Michael will participate will chal-
lenge them to think and act strate-
gically when it comes to team-
work, problem solving and setting
goals.

In addition to examining notable
national leaders and historic fig-
ures, the pupils will study the im-
pact of leadership through critical
periods of American history.

Seeger of WF Honored
At Hamilton College

WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey
Seeger of Westfield, was named
the recipient of the CRC Press –
First Year Prize in Chemistry at
Hamilton College’s annual Convo-
cation on August 31. The award,
which is donated by CRC Press, is
awarded to a rising sophomore who
had demonstrated excellence in
chemistry.

Daniel, a sophomore at Hamilton,
is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

Robin Yudkovitz Enters
Syracuse College of Law

WESTFIELD – The College of
Law at Syracuse University in Syra-
cuse, N.Y. has reported that
Westfield resident Robin Yudkovitz
has enrolled as a student for the
1003-2004 academic year.

SAINT PETER’S PREP
new Jersey’s Jesuit High school since 1872

FALL OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2003

1:00 - 3:30PM
Take a tour of our campus.  Talk with faculty, students

and parents. Receive information regarding the admissions
process, transportation options, financial aid, sports and
co-curricular activities.  

Join us at our fall Open House and learn why we say,
“It is not simply Prep for four years.  It is Prep...for life.”

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 � WWW.STPETERSPREP.ORG

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

Finn Spends Semester
In Salamanca Program

WESTFIELD – Colby Col-
lege in Waterville, Me. has an-
nounced that Stephanie Finn of
Westfield, a first-year student,
is spending the fall semester of
the 2003-2004 academic year
enrolled in the college’s
Salamanca program.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Stephanie is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Finn
of Westfield.

The Salamanca program is an
intensive Spanish language pro-
gram in Salamanca, Spain for
first-year students.

Stephanie will take Spanish,
literature, history and art his-
tory courses at The University
of Salamanca, the second oldest
university in Europe.

In January, Stephanie will
continue her studies as a mem-
ber of the Class of 2007 at Colby.

welcomes . . .

Custom Fitness
and Pilates Studio

WESTFIELD- Celebrating its open-
ing this September, Custom Fitness
and Pilates Studio offers the right
place to find cardiovascular and
strength training for health and lon-
gevity.  Teens, adults and seniors can
tone, sculpt and lose weight, all at the
same time under the direction of per-
sonal trainers.  Located in a spacious
facility in the Westfield Spine Center,
P.C.  For schedules, prices and regis-
tration information, call 908-654-
5379 or cell phone 908-499-1669 or
stop by the center. Open 7 days.
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Lisa Spector -
Certified Personal Trainer

fi   ness
CUSTOM

and
Pilates Studio

Located at:
235 Elmer Street

Fall Semester MONDAY EVENINGS
Information: (908) 232-4050 Classes begin September 22, 2003
Fax: (908) 654-7547 No classes October 6 and 13
Web Site: www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool Westfield High School, 550 Dorian Road

REGISTER NOW!
Catalogs in Libraries

NEW!

MUSIC APPRECIATION SERIES
• How to Listen to Music

 Dr. Barbara Thomson

• So You Want to be a Maestro?
Dr. David Wroe

• Everything You Wanted to Know About
   Classical Music, But Were Afraid to Ask

Paul Somers

• Getting Started in Genealogy
Lynne Klemens

• United States Military Academy Tour
   at West Point

GREAT DISCUSSIONS 2003
NEW!




