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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senescent – Growing old
2. Sepicolous – Growing in hedges
3. Amygdaline – Resembling almonds
4. Sitology – The study of foods,

nutrition, etc.

GUTTATE
1. Spotted, as with drops
2. Rotund, obese
3. Capable of being torn apart or dis-

united
4. To puncture; pierce

SEPELITION
1. A formation of new flesh in a wound;

a cicatrix
2. Separation; division
3. Burial; interment
4. A heated debate or dispute

THILL
1. To saturate; soak
2. A shaft to which a horse is hitched

to a wagon
3. To mix; mingle
4. To saturate; soak

DIRDUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. A fight or contest for mastery
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. A loud outcry of blame or rebuke

SP Resident Opposes Turf Field
At Lamberts Mill Road Location

Westfield Resident Invites Participation
For Mindowaskin Breast Cancer Walk

Every year, towards the end of
September, the mystery that has
baffled local historians for over 86
and a half years arises: Was there
really a Fanny Wood and why was
Fanwood named for her?

The predominant theory is that the
president of the local railroad that
ran from Newark to the west needed
a name for a station that was between
Westfield and Netherwood, and that
he had a daughter named Fanny Wood
and, in her honor, named the railroad
terminal for her.

This may be true because another
place along the line was named for
his other daughter, Ellen. It is said
that the railroad president had her
researching a list of names, and after
a rather lengthy period of time, he
asked, “Are you done, Ellen?” And
that is how Dunellen came to be.

But the information about Fanny
was not recorded, which is why so
many tales about her have evolved.
One that, for a while, was very popu-
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By SKIP UNGAR

Local Historians Ask,
Was Fanny Wood For Real?

lar was that her first name wasn’t
really Fanny. She was reputed to be
a rather loose woman and made her
living on her you-know-what; and
that if you asked her, she always
would. Thus, “Fanny would” came
to be Fanwood.

Another popular tale that has been
circulating for years is that when the
borough decided to break away from
Scotch Plains, the founding father
wanted a name that was completely
different. “What’s the opposite of
plains? Plains have no trees. How
about ‘woods’? Okay. But we need
something more than that. It’s too
short.” Another namer said, “I don’t
know; I like ‘Wood’... I root for
that... I’m a fan for it... Yes, I’m a fan
for Wood.” Screamed the third namer,
“That’s it! That’s it!” And so a new
theory was born.

But no matter which one you be-
lieve, the celebration in honor of
Fanny Wood is Sunday, September
28, so don’t miss it.

I’ve always believed that one person –
or a handful of people – can make a
difference. Club 43’s “60 for 60” walk on
Saturday (September 20 at 10 a.m.) in
Mindowaskin Park to benefit the fight
against breast cancer validates that belief.

Club ‘43 is comprised of about a dozen
Westfield women who were born in 1943.
We began celebrating our birthdays
twenty years ago, when we turned 40; we
carried on the tradition when we turned
50; and this year we’re turning 60. We’ve
played softball, gone to the track, par-
tied, and generally had fun.

At our initial meeting this year to plan
our activities, something extraordinary
happened: we discovered that four of the
six women present that night, including
me, had fought breast cancer in the de-
cade since we’d last seen each other.

We decided that night that we wanted

to celebrate our birthdays – celebrate
life, really – by devoting our energies to
the fight to eradicate breast cancer. Seven
months later, thanks to a remarkable
effort and tenacity, our walk is taking
place.

On Saturday morning, we will be walk-
ing 60 laps in the park for our 60th
birthdays. Friends and family have spon-
sored us. The proceeds are going to the
North Jersey Affiliate of the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. Ev-
eryone is welcome to walk with us,
support us and cheer us on.

Our handful of women has already
raised over $10,000! As a long-time
Westfield resident and breast cancer sur-
vivor, I couldn’t be more proud.

Lesley Robins
Westfield

On a piece of land, accessible only by
a single road, a county road, there has
been a proposal by some in Westfield to
build a soccer field. With bleachers. And
lights. Maybe even a field house.

This piece of land is either part of, or
adjacent to, their “Conservation Cen-
ter,” which has residents hauling car-
loads of garden debris, sometimes scrap-
ing the road with overflow, sometimes
debris flowing over into the road, for
most hours of many Saturdays during
the year. The stench on a smoldering day
still drives area residents inside, and I do
not believe, after decades, that any test-
ing has been conducted to quantify the
volume and effects of the windblown
mold produced by this center. Why a
playing field next to this center seems
like a good idea escapes me. But let’s
assume that young bodies inhaling ques-
tionable air-borne particles during heavy
play is acceptable.

What about the traffic? This road,
Lamberts Mill Road, has seen a 35 per-
cent increase in traffic since the Conser-
vation Center opened by last report – I
don’t know what it is today. It has also
seen casualties. Just last year, a car hit
and seriously injured a jogger. I don’t
know if he survived. There are no side-
walks along this road – but that doesn’t
stop cyclists, pedestrians, even moms
with strollers. Maybe they’re headed to
Tamaques Park, whose only exit is onto
Lamberts Mill. So think: where will the
soccer players park? If the field across
from St. Helen’s Church is any indica-
tion, they’ll park along side Lamberts
Mill – thus adding not only more cars to
the mix, but also more foot traffic.

And foot traffic perhaps of more than
one species. As Union County continues
to abhor open space, and readily feeds it
to developers, the deer and other wild-
life who had previously made that space
their home don’t simply evaporate. And
they don’t confine themselves to their
new role as garden pests. They hit the
road, most literally.

But those in Westfield supporting this
site don’t seem to care about the extra
traffic on Lamberts Mill Road. Sure,
there is another field available, adjacent
to Roosevelt Middle School – where
access is improved by several roads,
where parking is available at the School

on weekends and evenings. But there’s
something wrong with that idea – even
though the playing field would be cen-
tral to the town’s players, presumably in
walking distance for many. If the new
soccer field were located on Dudley,
then traffic could increase in Westfield.
You see, except for three houses, only
Scotch Plains residents would be af-
fected by increased traffic on Lamberts
Mill Road. And really, three is such a
small number, isn’t it.

So we have another unattractive case
of not-in-my-backyard, on top of an-
other kids-are-so-adaptable (“leaf mold
is natural, how can it be bad for you”
“our kids know how to dodge traffic”).
But wait, there’s more. When a Scotch
Plains resident called a Westfield town
representative to complain, reportedly
the representative reached down to a
wellspring of compassion and replied:
so sue us.

Yes, some may see this as a case of
legal entitlement – we own the land and
can do with it as we please. Westfield is
an affluent community; its residents,
including those on fixed incomes, may
well be able to afford the increased taxes
for accommodating a larger school popu-
lation, a new parking deck or two, and
now another soccer field. But I believe
there will be many in Westfield who will
be dismayed that they are represented in
this manner: Not just from a point of
fiscal irresponsibility, nor the disregard
for basic safety, but from the sheer stink
of such blatant hubris. They know a piss-
off attitude serves no one well. I hope
they will speak out.

Deborah Graffox
Scotch Plains

Westfield South Ave.
Redevelopment Should

Be Dead On Arrival
The South Avenue parking deck pro-

posed by the Westfield Town Council as
part of the Westfield Redevelopment
Project is a concept that is dead on
arrival.  The Council has passed legisla-
tion permitting a structure 55 feet high
with 1330 parking spaces, 42,000 square
feet of retail and commercial space, and
75 units of rental housing.

The proposed building is over 50%
higher than any of the current structures
on South Avenue. The new multi-unit
construction underway on Central Av-
enue at the intersection of Park Street,
which itself seems enormous in its site at
a height in the mid-30 ft range, is dwarfed
by the height of this proposed parking
garage.

The mayor’s Parking Advisory Com-
mittee, composed of a diverse selection
of individuals on all sides of the parking
deck issue, proposed a maximum of 40
feet elevation encompassing only 3 floors
(not 5) with 1060 parking spaces (to
replace the current 462 spaces). This
widely accredited PAC report proposed
half the retail space and 35 units of rental
housing, which were all that were shown
to be necessary to provide funding to pay
for the deck.

In addition, the PAC proposed a var-
ied building façade, mimicking the struc-
tural diversity of Broad Street down-
town. The HKT Nassau development
plan, in contrast, presents a scope and
building façade more akin to that found
in a corporate park or in a beachfront
high-rise.

Beyond the issues of bloated size and
architectural sterility in this develop-
ment, the current Town Council plan has
agreed to permit all revenues to be ex-
empt from school taxes. Hence the
Westfield residents are providing a tax
subsidy to commercial and private resi-
dents of the new rental properties unique
to any other new construction in
Westfield. Furthermore, all of the in-
creased costs relating to town-wide ac-
commodation of the increased traffic
and school enrollments will be born by
the rest of the Westfield citizenry.

How is the town monitoring the
developer’s proposals to review the
claims that traffic and safety studies
have been completed and that costs and
proposed property income are valid?
Who is representing the Planning Board
to ensure that this proposed building
both meets both the Master Plan Guide-
lines and is consistent with the architec-
tural character of the town?

Douglas Miller
Westfield

Burgdorff Invites All To
“Sharing Hope”

Burgdorff Realtors is holding its second
annual “Sharing Hope” fundraiser for
Make-A-Wish of New Jersey and CASA,
(Court Appointed Special Advocates).

This year is a special year for us.
Matthew Shaffer, the son of Jocelyne
Holden and Jay Shaffer of Westfield will
be our “wish child.”  Matthew was diag-
nosed with Non Hodgkins Lymphoma
last year. He hopes to be able to take his
wish this summer by going to Hawaii.

We thank our fellow merchants for
their generous contributions:  Arranged
Impressions, Bellezza, Bloomingdales,
Chiquitos, CJM Entertainment, Classic
Thyme, Clyne & Murphy, Mrs. Diemer,
Douglas, Elm Street Café, Ferraro’s,
Finishing Touches, The Gift Monkey,
Hershey’s, KaBloom, Jay’s Cycle Cen-
ter, Juxtapose, Lancaster Hallmark, The
Leader Store, The Liquor Basket, Little
Treasures, Martin Jewlers, Michael
Kohn, Perriwinkles, Robert Treat,
Shaffer City, Town & Country, Toysland,
We R Events, Westfield Community
Players, The Westfield Hair Company,
The Westfield Leader, The Westfield
Running Company, and 1-800-flowers.

This year our goal is $100,000, and
we are well on our way.

Sharing Hope will take place on Thurs-
day night, September 25 at the Venetian in
Garfield. This formal evening will include
a cocktail hour, Hors D’oeuvres, buffet
dinner, musical entertainment and danc-
ing. Funds will be raised through dona-
tions, 50/50 raffle, and a silent auction.

We hope you join us.
For ticket information and/or to do-

nate, please contact Jocelyne Holden or
Cathy Lee Tomlinson at 908-233-0065.

Burgdorff Realtors
Westfield

Councilman Responds to Candidate
Molenaar’s Statement on Sidewalks

I would like this opportunity to re-
spond to a letter by Jack Molenaar ap-
pearing in the September 4 edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. His
letter suggests that the Borough of
Fanwood has a substandard sidewalk in
the vicinity of McGinn School and
Martine Avenue.

As the Police Commissioner and
Chairperson of the Borough’s Public
Safety Committee, I can personally en-
sure our residents that the borough does
not maintain any substandard sidewalk
crossings within our borders.

In fact, the sidewalk in question falls
under the jurisdiction of the Broad of
Chosen Freeholders since Martine Av-
enue is a county road. The mayor and
council cannot do anything without re-
ceiving prior consent or authorization
from the county involving this facility.
Prior to installing the new Martine Av-
enue traffic light system, the county
reviewed this sidewalk crossing and de-
termined that the sidewalk did not re-
quire any additional enhancements. If
there were complaints or requests to
enhance this crosswalk, then the current
republican administration would have
approached our county elected officials
on the behalf of our residents.

As part of my research into the alleged
substandard sidewalk, I reviewed the
accident investigation reports from our
police department involving pedestrians
and bicyclists. Based upon my research,
I discovered that in 2003 thus far, there
were three pedestrian accidents and one
bicycle accident investigated by our po-
lice department. In 2002, there were four
bicyclist accidents, In 2001, one pedes-
trian accident and five bicycle accidents
were recorded.  In 2000, there were three
pedestrian accidents and one bicycle
accident investigations conducted.

None of the reported, accidents inves-
tigated by the Fanwood Police Depart-

ment occurred in the vicinity of McGinn
School and Martine Avenue. Fortunately,
none of the accidents were fatalities or
caused permanent physical disabilities.
In each of the reported accidents, it was
either the fault of the pedestrian or the
bicyclist not obeying the rules of the
road or not using the provided crosswalk
systems. It was not due to having sub-
standard crosswalk facilities.

I strongly encourage our residents to
practice the proper rules of the road since
safety is everybody’s responsibility.

Dave Trumpp, Republican
Candidate for Fanwood Council

Poll-Driven Society Must Guard
Against Mediocrity From Consensus

Last week, Westfield Public Schools released a
summary of their community survey at the Board of
Education meeting. We’re still trying to digest what
is portrayed in the survey – and we probably could
reach several contrasting conclusions.

Nevertheless, this information is now available to
the public – and as the expression goes, 30,000
people are now free to draw 70,000 conclusions.

TV-36 is airing the school board meeting where
the summary presentation was made. A 13 page
summary is available on the school website at
www.westfieldnj.com. The raw data is available at
www.goleader.com/features.

About 5 percent of Westfielders responded to the
survey, whereas 10 percent were asked. That’s not a
bad turnout. Exactly who took the time to respond is
unclear to us. Could it be that those that responded
are those that vote in the spring on the school budget
and on the choices for the school board? Why didn’t
others respond, and why don’t they vote?

Certain questions of the survey can be interpreted
in many ways. For example, on the question of
responsiveness to parent concerns, the elementary
schools received a whopping 73 percent favorable
rating, the middle schools received 56 percent,
Westfield High School received 37 percent and

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. William Foley, re-
ceived 23 percent.

Does this mean that the elementary schools do
such a better job in responding than the high school
or superintendent? Or does this reflect the fortunate
situation that Westfield has several neighborhood
elementary schools within walking distance? From
this, mothers have convenient access to the adminis-
tration and teachers.

There is only one high school and only one super-
intendent. Naturally, they would tend to be less
accessible, given the scope of their jobs.

If the survey reflected anything else on this ques-
tion, we’d be surprised.

We commend the Westfield school system for
venturing into this difficult area with the goal of
becoming the best they can be – and to make the
results available to the public. Well done, it speaks
wonderfully for the town.

Now that this survey exists, what is to be done with it?
As our society tends to become more driven by the

polls on decision making, it is our view that safe-
guards must be put in place to avoid the pitfalls that
can result; i.e., when striving for consensus results in
decision by committee, combining the worst of the
ideas, enables only mediocrity at best.

Former Foodtowner
Remembers Friends

I read a letter from a Roselynn
Morrison Powers of Lancaster, PA (08-
14-2003 edition), writing about her
mother Rose who worked at Foodtown
(Edwards) bakery for 32 years. I also
worked at the then Foodtown bakery on
the overnight shift when I came back
after one year of college in 1984.

I have since moved to D.C., out to
California and recently returned to the
area (with The Westfield Leader sub-
scription following along). During one
of my annual visits to Westfield, I stopped
by the Foodtown and saw a few familiar
faces in the bakery department.

The manager (Rose) and an associate
Kathy and her sister were still employ-
ees! I stopped by and introduced myself
and expressed my amazement that they
both were still working there.

I would attest to Ms. Power’s state-
ment that somehow, Westfield has man-
aged to retain that “small town” personal-
ity. If she provided her email address, I’d
appreciate you forwarding this on to her.

Joseph Rosolanko
Jersey City

Letters to the Editor
WHS Student Makes
Community Better

Place To Live
Over the summer, I had the pleasure

of working with a very special young
man, Seth Applebaum.  We came to
meet Seth when my wife and I needed a
video producer.

My wife Maureen heads the New Jersey
chapter of FightSMA that aims to raise
awareness of a genetic disease from which
our 6-year-old son, Patrick, suffers. Our
goal was to present a three minute message
about spinal muscular atrophy to a na-
tional broadcast company.

We were told that Seth, a freshman at
Westfield High School, had some expe-
rience in video production.  We soon
learned that this was an incredible un-
derstatement. Not only does Seth pos-
sess impressive technical knowledge, he
is gifted with an uncanny ability to cap-
ture the moment.

This young man spent an entire day
videotaping my son with his friends, Mayor
McDermott, members of the Westfield
Police Department and others.

In the next few days, Seth poured
through his work. After his first edit, he
gathered us to retake scenes. Within a
week, he had our videotape ready for the
broadcasting company.

Seth’s heartfelt insight into the way
Patrick’s life has been affected by spinal
muscular atrophy was nothing short of
brilliant. His sensitivity and ability re-
sulted in a professional level produc-
tion. It was as if he had a window into our
lives.

The videotape has since been deliv-
ered and we hope to hear from the broad-
cast company in November.

It was my pleasure to work with him.
Maureen, Patrick and I thank him so
much.

 Seth’s videotape can be viewed on
TV36.

William Higgins
Westfield

Freight Trains Will
Turn County Into NYC

Trash Corridor
Proponents of freight trains touting

the economic potential of plans for reac-
tivation of the Staten Island Railway and
the Rahway Valley Railway as well as
increases in trackage on Oak Island Yard,
the Chemical Coast Line and the Lehigh
Valley Railroad, are dreaming of faded
glory.

With China literally producing paint
brushes and wrist watches for pennies,
Central New Jersey will never regain its
former manufacturing base.

The cumulative potential increases in
area infrastructure for freight trains will,
however, turn New Jersey into a through
corridor for marine cargo and container-
ized New York City trash that would
come out of Howland Hook Marine Truck
Terminal on Staten Island.  If any distri-
bution warehouses for marine cargo
spring up along freight rail routes, af-
fected communities will receive added
truck traffic, with more negative than
positive economic impact.

Lovers of trains very much need to
realize that becoming a sewer line for
New York’s freight and trash is not A
Streetcar Named Desire, but The Freight
Train to Perdition.

William T. Fidurski
Clark

Reader Distressed
About Freeholder Sign
At UC 9/11 Memorial
The publicly funded Union County

Democratic Freeholder advertising never
ends. On September 13, 2003 the County
of Union erected a 9/11 memorial in
Echo Lake Park. At the entrance to this
memorial is the familiar sign: ‘Union
County We’re Connected to You’, a
service of the Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

To use a 9/11 memorial to promote
the Freeholders is shameful and arro-
gant of our county government. Besides,
the project was supposedly paid for with
public donations.

Tina Renna
Cranford

More Letters
On Page  17

Westfield Candidate
Forum Date Set

The League of Women Voters (LWV)
and The Westfield Leader with GOP/
DEM party chairs in Westfield have set
the date for the Annual Candidate Forum
to be Thursday, October 2 at 8 p.m. at the
council chambers in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building. TV36 will air the pro-
gram.

The public is invited to attend. Candi-
dates for town council will answer ques-
tions compiled by the press, LWV and the
public. To submit a question, please contact
this newspaper, editor@goleader.com or
write to The Westfield Area League of
Women Voters, P.O. Box 2163, Westfield,
NJ 07091-2163 or email:
lwv@westfieldnj.com. Questions must be
received by Friday, September 26th.

No date has been set yet for the Candidate
Forum in Fanwood sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the LWV.




