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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Candidate Neylan Calls for
Pedestrian Safety Ordinance

Candidate Campaign Release - Freeholder

Freeholders Should Be Held
Accountabe for High Taxes

FANWOOD FAMILIES FIRST…Fanwood Democratic candidates Donna Dolce,
left rear, Jack Molenaar, second from right and mayoral candidate Colleen
Mahr, right, recently visited the home of Elisha and David Monzella on Farley
Avenue to discuss campaign issues.

Candidate Campaign Release – Fanwood

Fanwood Republicans Tout
Record of Accomplishments

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Councilman Haas Calls
For Better Zoning Controls

Candidate Campaign Release – District 22

Mayor Marks Challenges
Sen. Suliga on Open Space

Growth is a factor in many of the
important issues now facing the Town of
Westfield: increased enrollment in our
schools; more traffic and speeding on
our neighborhood streets; inadequate
parking; and a general sense that
Westfield is more crowded today than it
was in the past.

We, as a community, need to take
steps to limit the rate of growth and find
common-sense solutions to our growth-
related issues that help Westfield retain
the small-town qualities that we value.

I suggest we begin by curbing over-
development. We need to curtail the
increasingly common practice of devel-
opers who purchase a small, 1.5 story
Cape Cod, demolish the Cape Cod and
build a 3.5 story mini-mansion in its
place. The remaining homes in the neigh-
borhood are often left in the shadow of
the mini-mansion, reducing their charm
and forever changing the character of
the neighborhood. This rapidly increas-
ing trend threatens the small-town quali-
ties that attracted many of us to Westfield.

The diversity of housing stock in town
is an important goal of our master plan.
Maintaining a balanced mix of large and
small homes in Westfield will help to
ensure that there remains a place in
Westfield for all of us. Without this

balanced mix, where would new fami-
lies buy starter-homes or empty nesters
find a smaller house? If every house has
families with many children, how could
we maintain small class sizes in our
increasingly crowded schools? How
would middle class families and seniors
afford the property taxes?

We should begin by reforming
Westfield’s zoning ordinance to better
address the problem of over-develop-
ment. For example, today houses can be
built to 38 feet tall and 30 percent floor
area ratio (a measure of bulk) whether
the house is on a spacious lot on Lawrence
Avenue or a smaller lot on Harrow Road.
We should reform our zoning laws to
include height and bulk requirements
that reflect the existing character of our
neighborhoods.

The new zoning ordinance should cre-
ate a better balance that allows current
homeowners to invest in their homes
through additions, but prevents develop-
ers from changing a neighborhood by
shoehorning mini-mansions onto smaller
lots in more modest neighborhoods.

By addressing over-development, soon
enough and with sensitivity that protects
existing homeowners, we will allow the
right kinds of growth and keep the small-
town Westfield that we have today.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Republi-
cans are proud of what the Borough
Council has achieved under their experi-
enced leadership.

“We’re working hard to fulfill the
promises we made to the residents of
Fanwood,” said Mayor Lou Jung.

Victorian street lamps, pavers and
new concrete sidewalks line both Martine
and South Avenues in Fanwood’s down-
town.

Negotiation of a new agreement be-
tween NJ Transit and the borough re-
sulted in an expanded and upgraded South
Avenue parking lot and increased rev-
enue for Fanwood.

Work continues on a redevelopment
agreement that is intended to breathe
new life and new ratables into Fanwood’s
downtown block.

Capital improvements are evident at
Forest Road and LaGrande Parks. With
renovations to the ball fields completed,
and expansion of the park’s senior and
community center nearly finished, For-
est Road Park is well-equipped to serve
residents’ recreational needs.

Less exciting, but no less important,
improvements include: completion of
numerous road resurfacing projects and
bridge renovations, along with hundreds
of feet of sidewalks damaged by bor-
ough trees.

In addition, the council has pursued
numerous opportunities to fund projects
with state and federal monies. Their
efforts have secured over $1 million in
grants over the last two years alone.

The Republican track record is built
upon the nearly 18 years of collective
experience and service as elected mu-
nicipal officials that Mayor Jung, Coun-
cil President Joel Whitaker and Council-
man David Trumpp bring to the table.

As longtime residents of the borough,
each has served the community in a
variety of ways. Prior to his election as
mayor, Mr. Jung served as councilman
for six years. He is a member of
Fanwood’s Planning Board and Trustee
of Fanwood Memorial Library. Mr. Jung
served 12 years on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, three as
president and two as vice president. He
is a member of the Governing Board of

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, and
a 25-year member and officer of the
Fanwood Men’s Softball Association.
Now retired, Mr. Jung was the Northeast
Public Affairs Manager for Exxon Com-
pany, USA.

Mr. Whitaker was first elected to the
Council in 1998 and has served as Presi-
dent since 2000. He is the Fire Commis-
sioner and council liaison to the Plan-
ning Board. Prior to assuming his duties
as Council President, Mr. Whitaker was
council liaison to the Board of Educa-
tion. He presently serves as a trustee of
the Fanwood Community Foundation
and is a member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary. He is president and owner
of Whitaker Newsletters Inc., a periodi-
cal publisher.

Mr. Trumpp is concluding his first
full year as councilman. He is Police
Commissioner and Chairman of the Pub-
lic Safety Committee. He serves as Coun-
cil liaison to the Board of Education, and
Environmental/Recycling and Special
Events Committees. A member of the
Fanwood Lions Club since 1997, Mr.
Trumpp served as President in 2000-01.
He is employed as Marketing Coordina-
tor for the New Jersey Turnpike Author-
ity.

As the campaign continues, the Re-
publican candidates are eager to ex-
change views face-to-face with their
Democratic opponents and have offered
to debate their opponents this October.

“We look forward to discussing the
issues, sharing information and correct-
ing misinformation, particularly as it
relates to our plans for the redevelop-
ment of Fanwood’s downtown,” said
Mayor Jung. “As individuals, and as
members of the Borough Council, we
are proud of our accomplishments. We
believe our record speaks for itself, and
we look forward to continuing to get
things done for Fanwood.”

As I collected names for my petition
to be placed on the ballot as a Union
County Freeholder candidate, I found
that many people do not know what a
Freeholder is. It bothered me some, be-
cause county government has such a
profound impact on our property tax and
very few know how the money is being
spent.

Everyone complains about how high
their property tax is but few ever look at
their bill. Only three government agen-
cies are funded through property tax.
They are the municipalities, the schools
and the County. On the average, half of
your property tax goes to the school
system, a quarter goes to the municipal-
ity and a quarter goes to the county. Our
property tax contribution to the county is
substantial, knowing what the county
does with the money demands more
attention.

The county has raised their portion of
the property tax almost 10 percent for
the past three years in a row. If the
municipality or school board did that,
there would be an uproar. When the
county does it. it is barley even noticed.

Because county government is so in-
visible they can get away with running
slipshod with their budget. These in-
creases have cost hundreds if not thou-
sands of dollars to some property owners
over the past three years.

For families and businesses that rent,
this increase is passed down. Munici-
palities and schools also suffer.

The property tax pool is finite, there is
just so much that can be drawn out.
Every dollar that the county takes is less
that could have gone to the municipal or
school budgets.

Every town works hard to reign in
their budget. I saw mayors and councils
work to save a few thousand dollars here
and there. They try everything in order
not to raise taxes. The last resort are
cutbacks in safety and education. Police
and teachers are the largest draw on our
property tax, as they should be.

The county cuts into the property tax
with that same force except that a tre-
mendous amount of their budget is used
for wasteful and exorbitant expenditures.

Excessive taxation and runaway
spending is a symptom of a Freeholder
board that has no checks or balance
system. Without balanced representa-
tion on the board, people can expect
another round of increased taxes and
incessant spending.

Joe Renna
Independent Candidate for Union

County Freeholder
Cranford

Touting pedestrian safety as a key
focus of her campaign, Second Ward
Westfield Town Council Candidate Jo
Ann Neylan has called for a Town ordi-
nance further clarifying the right of way
for pedestrians in cross walks.

Current state law reaffirms that cars
must yield to pedestrians in cross walks.
Mrs. Neylan supports Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick’s efforts to strengthen that
law by changing the word “yield to pe-
destrians” to “stop for pedestrians.”

“We should have an ordinance mir-
roring proposed state legislation that
requires cars to stop, rather than just
yield, for pedestrians in walkways,” said
Mrs. Neylan. “It may seem like seman-
tics, but the word ‘yield’ can and has
been interpreted vaguely by both drivers
and the courts. We need more clarity in
the law to protect pedestrians. When a
person steps onto the crosswalk, traffic
should stop. It’s as simple as that.”

Mrs. Neylan said that now that school
is back in session, we need to be more
safety-conscious than ever.

“Every morning when I take my chil-
dren to school, I’m aware of the dangers
they face,” said Mrs. Neylan. “Our chil-
dren are crossing streets on bikes, on foot,
and on skateboards and scooters. Even
side roads are dangerous, particularly when
children are not accompanied by adults.
While I believe most drivers respect the
rights of pedestrians in cross walks, I do
think we need stronger enforcement of
cross walk statutes to guard against that
small percentage of over aggressive driv-
ers who pose the real danger.”

Mrs. Neylan added that she also sup-
ports some of the common sense initia-

tives the council has implemented re-
cently to make cross walks more visible
to both pedestrians and drivers, such as
repainting faded cross walks and in-
creasing cross walk and yield signs where
necessary.

“I think the police and Town Council
have done a good job addressing the speed-
ing problems we have on some of
Westfield’s main arteries. In addition, we
need to continue to ensure that intersec-
tions have adequate lighting, that cross
walks are visible to both pedestrians and
drivers, and that we protect the safety of
our children, particularly near schools. We
have a great downtown area, and I think all
Westfield residents want to feel safe while
shopping there. A town ordinance protect-
ing pedestrians in a cross walk is one more
way we can give citizens that peace of
mind,” Mrs. Neylan said.

Campaign Release - Fanwood
FW DEM Candidates
Meet With Residents
FANWOOD – The Democratic can-

didates for Mayor of Fanwood and two
Borough Council positions are meet-
ing regularly with Fanwood families
to discuss their concerns about mu-
nicipal taxes, downtown redevelop-
ment and safety issues.

Colleen Mahr, the Democratic can-
didate for mayor, and council candi-
dates Jack Molenaar and Donna Dolce,
spent the summer months talking with
neighbors throughout the borough –
long before the traditional Labor Day
start of campaigning for the Tuesday,
November 4 election.

“Fanwood’s families are concerned
about dramatic increases in their mu-
nicipal taxes,” said Mrs. Mahr.
“Fanwood’s families need to be heard.
Jack Molenaar, Donna Dolce and I are
experienced with public planning and
economic development. We will put
Fanwood’s families first!”

For more information about the
Fanwood Democratic campaign please
call Colleen Mahr at (908) 889-8788
or Tom Plante at (908) 889-5298.

DISTRICT 22 – Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks has written to
State Senator Joseph Suliga to chal-
lenge him on his seriousness to pre-
serve an open tract of farmland in
Scotch Plains.

Two weeks ago, Mayor Marks was
copied on a letter that Suliga sent to
Union County Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella asking the Freeholder Board
to tap their Open Spaces Trust Fund to
purchase a 22 acre parcel of farmland
on Cooper Road in order to prevent
residential development at the site.
The letter found its way to local publi-
cations in the form of a press release.

Mayor Marks, has written back to
the senator, thanking him for his in-
terest and asking that Senator Suliga,
“….in [his] capacity as a state senator
and as co-chairman of the Senate En-
vironmental Committee, help us se-
cure financial resources from the State
Open Spaces Trust Fund to supple-
ment or replace what Union County
government may be unable to pro-
vide.”

“At this point, I will take Mr.
Suliga’s intentions as genuine,” said

Mayor Marks.
The property in question is owned

by Norman and Marie Sevell and con-
tinues to function as active farmland.
The zoning for the property is now set
at one acre residential or R-1 and with
development, it is thought that more
than a dozen homes could be built
there once the infrastructure was in
place. With property values skyrock-
eting in Scotch Plains, the value of
the land is projected to be several
million dollars, a figure that would
require the help of a Union County
and/or State Open Space Trust Fund
in order to purchase it and prevent
further residential development.

Mayor Marks concluded by stating,
“This property would be a tremendous
asset for our residents not only for its
potential as park land but also from the
perspective that new homes would in-
variably place an additional burden on
municipal services and especially our
school system. I hope we will hear
from both Senator Suliga and Free-
holder Mirabella with good news on
the funds necessary to purchase the
property before Election Day.”

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Candidate Owens Calls
For Neighborhood Network
Following on my suggestion that

Westfield would benefit from periodic
town meetings to discuss the big issues
before us, I also recommend that we
create a formalized network of active
citizens to deal with the day-to-day prob-
lems of neighborhood life.

The network is already out there. I’ve
been part of it, from working to save the
Rialto Theater to helping set the agenda
for traffic safety with a group of neigh-
bors in Ward 2. One of the origins of my
interest in running for a seat on the Town
Council was in coming to understand the
accomplishments of these grassroots
efforts in helping achieve community
objectives. By virtue of my active in-
volvement, many neighbors have turned
to me with questions about how to deal
with one, or another, local problem they
may be having. What I’m suggesting is
that we make more effective use of this
underutilized resource for addressing
issues and accomplishing the tasks of
the town.

Some of us are more comfortable than
others at taking on these tasks, which
range in difficulty from passing along a
phone number to attending, then orga-
nizing and conducting meetings. In that
fashion, some of us have ended up doing
things for our neighbors and our neigh-
borhoods because that is a big part of
what being a neighbor in a small town
neighborhood is all about, at least in our
old-fashioned, sentimental notions.

There are a lot of these informal lead-
ers out there, people we might call block
captains. I’ve had the great pleasure of
getting to know many of them. For ex-
ample, when inappropriate truck traffic
along Gallows Hill Road increased, Ed
Brown got his neighbors organized to
take company names and license num-
bers of passing trucks to stop the traffic.
On Coolidge Street, everyone smiles
when they refer to Linda Krasnoo as
“The Mayor of Coolidge;” she knows
how to get things done. At the lower end
of St. Marks Avenue, where the resi-
dents are having difficulty coping with a
parking ordinance aimed at commuters,
Tom Luzzi met with the police depart-
ment in behalf of his block. These are
just a few of the people out there who
take on the tasks both large and small of
dealing with municipal citizenship. This
is the core, the basic unit, of our democ-
racy.

Utilizing this network and getting more
people involved in both sending and
receiving information and ideas gives us
better means to deal with the many is-
sues we must manage as a town. Orga-
nizing the network in Ward 2 is some-
thing I plan to do if I win election to the
council.

Voters can reach David with their
interests and concerns at (908).233.5707,
by e-mail at dowensw2@aol.com, or
best of all, in person during his frequent
walks and bike rides through the ward.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TALKING TRAINS...Westfield Third Ward Council candidate Mark Ciarrocca,
left; Congressman Mike Ferguson, center and Fourth Ward Council candidate
James Foerst discuss the train whistle noise problem at the Rahway Avenue
crossing this past Saturday. Congressman Ferguson advised the residents of
Westfield who were present that “The legal authority to stop the whistle is on
the desk of the Secretary of Transportation, Norman Mineta. According to his
office and the Federal Railroad Administration, it is anticipated that these
regulations will hopefully be in place by year’s end.”

FW Democrats to
Host Sunday Brunch
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Demo-

cratic Committee will host a brunch for
Fanwood’s Democratic candidates for
mayor and borough council on Sunday,
September 21, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
B.G. Fields Restaurant, 560 Springfield
Avenue, Westfield. The suggested do-
nation is $35 per person.

“This is an opportunity for Fanwood
residents to meet Colleen Mahr, our candi-
date for Mayor of Fanwood, along with
Jack Molenaar and Donna Dolce, our bor-
ough council candidates in the November
4 general election,” said Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, chairman of the Fanwood
Democratic Committee and a former
Mayor of Fanwood. “I’m sure that Fanwood
voters will appreciate hearing what these
experienced public sector professionals
will do to improve Fanwood’s govern-
ment for Fanwood’s taxpayers.”

For more information about the Mahr-
Molenaar-Dolce team call Colleen Mahr
at (908) 889-8788, or write to the
Fanwood Democratic Committee, Box
163, Fanwood, 07023.

Asm. Bramnick to
Give Talk On Humor

In Public Service
TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21) will speak at a session
entitled “Life, Laughter, and Local Gov-
ernment” during the New Jersey League
of Municipalities Annual Conference
this November.

This session will highlight the impor-
tance of humor in public service. Assem-
blyman Bramnick, who was voted Funni-
est Lawyer in New Jersey for five years,
was invited to participate in this session
along with Flemington Councilman Joey
Novick (also a standup comedian), po-
litical cartoonist Jimmy Margulies, and
humorist Scott Blakeman.

The New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties Annual Conference will be held Mon-
day through Thursday, November 17 to 20,
at the Atlantic City Convention Center.

Assemblyman Bramnick represents
the 21st Legislative District, which in-
cludes parts of Union, Essex, Somerset,
and Morris Counties.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

For more than 110 years, Shifman Mattress
Company has produced the world's finest
handcrafted mattresses and boxsprings.
Every Ultra Premium set combines natural
cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, 
and eight-way hand-tied boxsprings to 
ensure the most durable and comfortable
bedding available. Luxurious comfort, 
quality, and durability - and a great value.
You can count on it.

*Applies to Ultra Premium SETS only. ($40 rebate twin
set, $60 rebate full set, $80 rebate queen set, $110
rebate king set)

** After Rebate prices based on purchase of complete
set - no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring
only.

LOVE YOUR BACK. GET CASH BACK

SAVE 35-50%
Plus up to

$110 Instant Rebate
on handcrafted shifman mattresses.*

Limited Time only!

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 (973) 427-1848

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Eves 'till 9 PM • SUNDAY 1-5

BANCROFT
Sugg. Sale
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $240 $119
Full ea. pc. $360 $189

CRYSTAL
Sugg. Sale
Retail

Twin ea. pc. $350 $189
Full ea. pc. $470 $249
Queen set $1120 $599
King set $1630 $899

SAVOY*

Sugg. Sale After**

Retail Rebate

Twin ea. pc. $860 $469 $439
Full ea. pc. $1040 $559 $529
Queen set $2330 $1249 $1169
King set $3290 $1779 $1669

SATURN* OR 

SUPER SANOPEDIC*

Sugg. Sale After**

Retail Rebate

Twin ea. pc. $1000 $539 $519
Full ea. pc. $1210 $649 $619
Queen set $2670 $1449 $1369
King set $3800 $2049 $1939

Savings off of manufacturers suggested retail




