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Class size is kept small to 

ensure each student receives the 

individual attention necessary to 

build performance skills as well 

as enhance self confidence.
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Introducing two new classes for 2004
Fairy Tales, Folklore, and Fables

For children 6-10
Advanced Audition Prep

Monologue and audition prep for high school, college, or 
theater auditions

908-233-3622 or 908-654-3899 

aps885@comcast.net

romefestival@yahoo.com

P.O. Box 1445 Mountainside, NJ 07092 

At American Performance Studios
Our students gain: Self confidence, self discipline, self esteem,

And most importantly,

A love of performing to last a Lifetime!
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By HORACE R.CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- There is plenty
of activity when you enter the res-
taurant. One hears the friendly chat-
ter of diners already taking place. In
the front to the left, chefs and help-
ers scurry behind the glass-covered
preparation counter as they
deal with assorted “front
room” dishes and take-
out requests. You
can’t miss this just
behind the Maitre
‘D stand.

If there is a short
wait, slip left or right
to the front win-
dowed counter and
stools. If you’re a regu-
lar, dump your used wine
corks in the window front
bin, which is quickly filling up –
chat a while and watch the rest of the
world outside.

Notice how couples confer as they
funnel in, or as cars pull up and the
passengers peer in trying to judge
the size of the crowd. Characteristi-
cally, the driver looks ahead or across
the street to the parking lot for that
choice spot. More often than not,
the driver has little difficulty park-
ing after discharging his party.

“This way please,” says Tom, the
Maitre ‘D this night.

With reservations for the monthly
Jazz Night, it is not the Bob Uecker
“front row” seats for you. Being
escorted to your table, one enters
through to the privacy, set off by the
draped doorway, opening into the
filled and lively “Backroom Café,”

liken to what one

might find in a prized hovel in New
York or Paris.

The tables are exquisitely pre-
sented and ready to go. Well-
schooled servers are immediately
at your beck and call.

It’s “bring your own” bottle of wine
– suggested to set off the multi-

course dinner. Perhaps a New
Zealand white and a Chil-

ean Red would provide
the variety to match
the span of the cui-
sine.

On this Wednes-
day, September
Jazz Night, the spe-
cially occasioned

menu featured an as-
sortment of salads;

entrees of red snapper,
chicken potpie, lasagna,

stuffed chicken; desserts in-
cluded fresh berries, wine cake and
some kind of swanky ice cream;
espresso and cappuccino.

Everything was elegantly pre-
pared and well described on the
menu. The folks at our table made
sure to order one of everything so
that we could sample.

I don’t critique the stuff – I just
eat it if I like it. I was stuffed.

The dinner was pleasantly paced,
never with a neglected pause and
time was yours without a rush.

Upon coffee service, the lights
dimmed as the Arturo with Lywanda
Carroll Trio took center stage
(room). It was “All Jazz” for two
hours without break — capturing
the audience with an array of mood
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            Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCAT AT THE TRAT...Arturo with Lywanda Carroll Trio commanded the
jazzed-up scene at Westfield’s Northside Trattoria on Jazz Night.

REFLECTIONS ON CANVAS

20% OFF Custom Framing

Fine Art & Custom Framing

227 Elmer Street, Westfield NJ  •  908-232-3745

Tuesday thru Saturday: 9:30 to 5:30 • Thursday ‘till 8:00 • Closed Sunday & Monday

Museum Framing  •  Needlework Framing  •  Fine Art Restoration  •  23 Karet Gold Framing
Canvas, Lithographs, Engravings, Etchings, Posters, Prints  •  2,000 Frame Samples To Choose From

Located 3 doors from Westfield Diner
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By ANDY
GOLDENBERG

Specially Written for The
Westfield Leader and The

Times

HOLMDEL – On an irrepressibly
muggy night, Ben Folds and Tori
Amos attempted to entertain the ca-
pacity crowd at the PNC Bank Arts
Center in Holmdel that
braved the jungle-like
conditions with some
good old rock and roll.

One artist succeeded,
while one did not.

Folds, who recently
left his longtime, mod-
erately successful band,
Ben Folds Five (BF5),
in favor of a solo career,
opened the show alone
on solo acoustic piano.

For one hour, he
amazed the crowd with
a mix of material from
his Ben Folds Five days
as well as a nice selec-
tion from his first solo
album, “Rockin’ the
Suburbs,” as well as a
tune that he just com-
pleted that afternoon.

In addition to being a
gifted pianist, singer and songwriter,
Folds is also one heck of a comedian.

Tori Amos

Ben Folds

If his music career ever stalls, he
could easily hit the stand-up circuit.

Standout songs included the ra-
dio-hit from his BF5 days, “Brick,”
which is ironically the most depress-
ing song in Folds’ catalog, as well as
“Army” from BF5’ third album.

Folds’ piano gyrations were remi-
niscent of a young Elton
John, as he jumped all
over the piano and con-
ducted different sides
of the Arts Center audi-
ence to sing the differ-
ent choruses to his
songs, whereupon the
audience complied
with glee.

Before we knew it, an
hour had passed and the

crowd was frenzied.
Very rarely does an
opening act receive an
encore, but Folds did
and he played two
more numbers before
finally leaving the
stage for good.

How would Amos
top this performance?

The answer became
clear three songs into

her set that she wouldn’t be able to do
so. Whether it was the heat or the fact
that it was Amos’ 40th birthday, her
two-hour set was extremely mellow.
It was not bad, and at times proved
very interesting. However, in my opin-
ion it was not the type of set that a 98-
degree evening with 178 percent hu-
midity called for.

Amos’ standout tracks included “A
Sorta Fairytale” from her new Scarlet’s
Walk album, as well as “Cornflake
Girl” and “God.” The rest of the set
was pleasant, but rather slow.

Though Folds and Amos’ road crew
serenaded Amos with a rendition of
The Beatles’ “Birthday,” thinking that
it would pep-up the normally exuber-
ant Amos, she returned for a second
encore, performing the Fleetwood Mac
mid-life crisis epic, “Landslide,” with
its peppy chorus, “I’m getting older
too.”

While I can sympathize with Amos
for feeling introspective on her birth-
day, I felt that, as a professional
entertainer, she should have left that
pensive mood in the dressing room
and been cognizant of the 17,000
profusely sweating people in the au-
dience who wanted to rock.

With Michelle Le Poidevin
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Photo Courtesy of the Dorset Theatre Festival, taken by William J. Aupperlee
LITTLE WOMEN, BIG TALENT…As a conservatory student, Meryl
Bezrutczyk offered one of her signature performances during the Dorset
Theatre Festival’s Little Women production in Vermont this summer. Pictured,
left to right, are: Emily Mostyn-Brown, Actor’s Equity Association members
Regina Taufen and Paula Mann, Meryl, and Stephanie Marquis.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –
The same woman who
just exited a Vermont
stage as the modest
nurturer Meg March in
Little Women has en-
gaged the role of
Cabaret’s smoldering
and sassy Sally Bowles.

Versatility is not an
obstacle for Meryl
Bezrutczyk, 21, who
will render the energetic
role of Bowles, once
adopted on Broadway
by Brooke Shields and
Molly Ringwald, at
Wagner College in
Staten Island, N.Y. from September
24 to October 5.

A senior at Wagner, Bezrutczyk is
majoring in musical theatre perfor-
mance. While juggling a chaotic class
schedule, she attends rehearsals from
7 to 10:30 p.m. and holds member-
ship in Omicron Delta Kappa, the
National Leadership Honors Society.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times caught up with
the 2000 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) one
week before she took the stage as Sally.

When asked about the range of
roles she has held, especially March
and Bowles, Bezrutczyk responded,
“Those two characters live totally
different lives – different morals, dif-
ferent time periods, different child-
hoods, different exposure to life. The
two things they have in common is
that they fall in love and get pregnant,
but even then they react differently
and do not have the same ending.”

“Each character has stretched my
imagination,” she shared, “and I’ve
discovered that to be one of the most
important aspects in acting. The script

only gives you what is spoken, but if
you use your imagination
and figure out why a char-
acter was motivated to

say it or what is really going on in the
character’s mind, then acting is so
much fun.”

“As the character, you need to go
to those places in your imagination
and really experience what the script
gives you,” she added. “To do this,
you really have to work that imagi-
nation muscle.”

This summer, Bezrutczyk took
another interesting role — as a con-
servatory student at the Dorset The-
atre Festival (DTF) in Vermont, where
she starred in Little Women and other

productions. She credited the expe-
rience with helping her prepare for
her Cabaret role.

“DTF was the most inspiring and

educational theatrical experience of
my life,” Bezrutczyk said. “For the
first time, I was working with Equity
actors. This was a treat in itself be-
cause they were so interesting to
watch, as well as supportive of the
creative process (in rehearsal).

At DTF, Bezrutczyk was also cast
as Ginevra Boynton in Agatha
Christie’s Appointment with Death.

“As we all know, Meg is the older
sister in the March Family, who falls
in love and gets married. Meanwhile,
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Maryanne Garbowsky

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mention the
name Emily Dickinson, and the
prolific writing of a shy middle-
aged woman who never intended
her writing to be known to the
world readily springs to mind.

A recently-released book by
Westfield resident and County Col-
lege of Morris professor of En-
glish, Maryanne Garbowsky adds
a new dimension to the writings of
the 19th century American poet
by discussing the role Dickinson’s
poetry plays in the inspiration of
the artistic vision of others.

In “Double Vision: Contem-

porary Artists Look At the Poetry
of Emily Dickinson,” Garbowsky
delves into the creativity of 17
contemporary visual artists, and
focuses on the way the work of
each has been influenced by
Dickinson’s poetry.

Garbowsky, who holds a doc-
toral degree in English from Drew
University, has dedicated her ca-
reer to the study of Dickinson’s
life and contributions to Ameri-
can literature.

Her first book, “The House
Without the Door: A Study of
Emily Dickinson and the Illness
of Agoraphobia,” focuses on the
present-day explanation of the
then-unknown reason for the
poet’s reclusive life.

A refreshing new approach to
Dickinson, in “Double Vision”
Garbowsky explores how
Dickinson’s poetry became the cre-
ative genesis for the artwork of each
portrayed artist, be it painting,
printmaking, sculpture or book arts.
She based her discussion upon per-
sonal interviews, phone conversa-
tions and written correspondence.
In some cases, she traveled to the
artists to see their work in person.

“The works of art represented
in “Double Vision” are also po-
etry, only in a different format,”
commented Garbowsky. Images
of 13 of the 17 represented artists
are included in the book. All the
images are in color.

“Every artist has been influenced
by Dickinson in an individual way.”
she continued. Some of the artists
found entire poems inspired entire
works of art. Others found a single
line to be the inspiration for a work’s
title. Still another artist speaks of
the way her work was “stalled”
until, after reading Dickinson, she
was able to re-approach her art
with renewed enthusiasm and cre-
ative energy.

Garbowsky learned of the art-
ists, who lived throughout the
United States, by word of mouth.

“While ‘Double Vision’ dis-
cusses only 17 artists, there were
many, many more whose work I
could have included,” she said.

“All of the artists I approached
about this project were wonder-
fully receptive and cooperative,”
she continued. “I also found it
interesting that Dickinson in-
spired both male and female art-
ists alike.”

Collectively, each portrayed
artist has been the recipient of
Dickinson’s influence,
Garbowsky, however, wants her
readers to understand that the im-
ages in “Double Vision” are not
illustrations of Dickinson’s po-
etry, but inspirations based upon
visual interpretations.

In addition to her position as
full-time professor at the County
College of Morris for over 20 years,
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once upon a time there was a toddler named
Isabella. The Nellie Oleson of New Jersey, she was
“Isa” for short, and unfortunately, my goddaughter’s
playmate. Much like the impending Hurricane Isabel,
which is about to take a chunky bite out of the Tri
State area, Isa was a terror.

We’d go outside to play on the swings and she’d
be lurking in the distance, with her intimidating sneer
and pigtails sticking up like devil’s horns. Vowing
disaster to the fragile egos of her tiny peers, like a
whirling dervish in a reckless whirl, she left despair in
her path and tears in her wake.

And, when she came to visit, you always sensed her arrival. Neigh-
bors battened down the hatches, front doors were locked, children took
cover in their sandboxes, and the sky turned a murky gray. Then black.

Now, here comes another Isa threatening doom. But, after you’ve
stocked up on plywood to board up the windows, batteries and
flashlights to guide your way through the darkness, remember that
there are a few ways to weather this storm and catch a couple of
rainbows on the other side.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Tamaques El-
ementary School fifth grader Mat-
thew Ritter wants to visit the rain
forest someday. However, if humans
remain unfriendly to the environ-
ment, will there be enough of it left
for him to see?

This is just one of the issues con-
cerning the young Westfielder, who
recently had his poem published in
the book, “Dream Makers,” which
will benefit The Children’s Aid
Society’s (CAS), an organization
which reaches out to needy children
and their families.

Matthew hopes that his poem,
which addresses everything from
environmental issues to war, will
help humankind to stop the wheels
of hatred and selfishness from churn-
ing and, instead, put brighter hopes
for the future into motion.

When he was a fourth grader at
Tamaques, School Librarian Susan
Locascio encouraged Matthew to
submit his writing to CAS, which
was looking to compile children’s
poems and prose for the inspirational
book.

“She thought I would get my poem
in,” Matthew said of Ms. Locascio.

“Matt’s comments are always ex-
tremely observant,” she told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “He asks
penetrating questions and is a
thoughtful child. He has thoughts
well beyond his years.”

After he was invited to read his
poem over Tamaques’ loudspeaker,
Ms. Locascio met up with Matthew
and made a point of telling him how
proud she was.

Matthew’s poem asks readers to be
more conscious of the needs of oth-
ers, the planet, animals, to reject the
cruelty of war, to have our soldiers

back on the homeland, to aid the
poor, and to shun hatred.

While that may seem like a pretty
tall order for a young boy, those are
his dreams and they are not uncom-
mon to the minds of America’s youth.

In fact, the ideals reflected in
Matthew’s poem are precisely what
CAS was looking for when they chose
from over 1,000 entries.

Children’s book author and illus-
trator Neil Waldman suggested
“Dream Makers” to CAS as a vehicle
which might inspire other children
to write about their aspirations in
order to help them maintain their

See Matthew Ritter’s poem
On Page 19




