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September 11, 2001:We Will Always Remember

Zoning Bd. to Visit Bowcraft
Before Waterpark Approval

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Before signing off on final site plans,
members of the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment will visit Bowcraft
Amusement Park next week in order to
get a better sense of how a proposed
water park would fit into the property.

At its meeting last week, the board
briefly viewed revisions to a site plan
originally presented in July by repre-
sentatives of Marke Enterprises, the
park’s owner.

Six weeks ago, the board had
expressed some concerns about cer-
tain aspects of the initial sketches,
including the number of trees that
would need to be removed to make
room for the water park and a pro-
posed new parking area at the ex-
isting miniature golf course;
whether there would be an adequate
buffer between the water park and
Route 22; the design of the parking
lot at the rear of the property, and
access from Route 22 into the park-
ing area.

Instead of discussing the details
of the revised plans, Marke attorney
Robert Kraus, saying that it was
difficult to convey the details of the
water park via sketches, suggested
that Zoning Board members visit
the site as part of their September 18
meeting, so they could see how the
water park would fit into the exist-
ing property.

What Mr. Kraus has termed “a water
playground” for children will be situ-
ated in the northeastern quadrant of
the Bowcraft property on Route 22.
Presently, the area is unutilized ex-
cept for a storage building.

The new complex would include
a series of water slides leading to two
pools, an 18-inch deep wading pond,
and a three-foot deep lazy river in
which tubes and other flotation de-
vices can be used. The water park
would be geared towards children

aged two to 12 years.
As part of the project, Bowcraft’s

parking lot at the base of the Watchung
Mountains will be redesigned and
paved. The revised sketches unveiled
last week included additional pedes-
trian walkways through the lot, as
requested by the board in July. It also
appears that the miniature golf course
on the western edge of the site will be
replaced by another parking lot sooner
rather than later.

Originally, the plan called for the
second lot to be constructed once a
need for it became obvious. The
new plans also include more trees to
serve as noise and aesthetic buffers,
as well as a wider roadway leading
from Route 22 into the parking area.

In other business, the board de-
nied a temporary operating permit
to Bruce Vuono to operate a plumb-
ing business from his home at 403
Forest Road. Mr. Vuono’s property
includes a garage that faces Bartle
Avenue and houses two trucks used

in his business.
Neighbors expressed some reser-

vations about the trucks, which Mr.
Vuono said were parked every morn-
ing and evening to load and unload
supplies and materials. There were
more concerns raised about the pos-
sibility that the business would ex-
pand, resulting in additional trucks
being parked not in the garage, as is
the case at present, but on the street,
which is a residential neighborhood
adjacent to the Scotch Plains Public
Library.

Mr. Vuono maintained that he had
no plans to expand or purchase new
vehicles, but neighbors who spoke
to the board said they worried about
a repeat of their experience with the
property’s former owner, who, they
said, had operated a construction
business from the site, with heavy
trucks coming and going throughout
the day, in what the neighbors and
some board members said was a clear
violation of local laws.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
FIRE SAFETY...Warren “Buddy” Kirby from the St. Barnabas Hospital Burn
Center taught kids how to stop, drop and roll, as well as how to pat out a fire at
Sunday’s safety demonstration in Fanwood. CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Children Learn Fire Safety Tips
At Annual Borough Kids Fair
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

The “Fanwood Kid’s Fair,” held
on Sunday afternoon at Borough Hall,
was a combination of education and
entertainment for families and chil-
dren, in honor of Public Safety Aware-
ness Day 2003.

The event was sponsored by the
Fanwood Policeman’s Benevolent
Association (PBA) Local No. 123
and the Fanwood Fire Company, pro-
viding all of the fair activities free of
charge.

Children were able to go inside of
Fanwood’s emergency vehicles,

where staff lectured them on the
contents of the units. In the fire en-
gine they could try on masks for the
self contained breathing apparatus,
and saw all the equipment firemen
wear, including jackets, boots and
helmets.

Children lay down on the stretcher
in the ambulance, and listened to one
another’s hearts with stethoscopes.
Kids sat inside the police
department’s new four-wheel drive
vehicle, and learned about the radio
system.

A demonstration was performed
with the “Jaws of Life” equipment,

showing how victims are removed
from vehicles damaged in collisions.
Two donated delivery vans were used,
and the roofs of the vehicles were cut
open.

Members of the K-9 unit of the
Union County Police Department
attended the fair, and children learned
how the dogs assist police officers in
the line of duty.

The Saint Barnabas Burn Center
had a “Fire Safety House” on the
premises, a mobile home that is used
as a teaching tool. Inside the unit
children learned specific ways they
could avoid fire risks in the living
room, kitchen and bathroom of their
own home. They were told to de-
velop, with their families, escape
routes from their house, and to estab-
lish a meeting place away from their
property, in the event of a fire. They
exited the unit via an escape ladder,
learning that many people escape a
fire in a building out a window and
down a ladder.

In addition, an instructor led a
“Stop, Drop and Roll” demonstra-
tion. The youths were taught if their
clothes were to catch fire, they should
not run, instead drop to the ground
and roll out the fire on their body.
They acted out this lesson by rolling
on a mat themselves.

The Union County Police Depart-
ment conducted inspections of car
seats in the vehicles of local resi-
dents.

“Almost 100 percent of the seats
were installed incorrectly,” stated
Union County Officer Steve
Mykytka, emphasizing that it is es-
sential that every family have their
infant or child car seat checked out
by a specialist.

Inspections are held every Wednes-
day and Thursday between 7 and
10:30 a.m. at the Union County Po-
lice Department, located at 300 North
Avenue in Westfield.

“We inspect the seats for correct
installation, conformity problems,
damage, manufacturer recalls, as well
as instructing parents on selecting
the correct size seat for their child
and choosing the best location for
the seat within their vehicle,” said
Christine Marcantonio, Assistant
Traffic Safety Coordinator, who
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New Slate of Administrators Take the Helm
In S. Plains-Fanwood Public School District

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood pub-
lic school district filled several key
administrative positions over the
summer and during the first two
weeks of school.

Among those positions, the dis-
trict gained new principals and assis-
tant principals for Park and Terrill
Middle Schools, a new athletic di-
rector, a new world language direc-
tor and a new director of special
services.

Lisa Rebimbas is the new Park

School Principal. She is replacing
Rocco Collucci, who left to take a
position in the Rahway public school
system.

Ms. Rebimbas was a teacher and
the world language supervisor in
the district since 2000. She holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in Sec-
ondary Education and Spanish, as
well as a master’s degree in public
administration from Seton Hall
University.

The new Park Middle School As-
sistant Principal is Kevin Halloway.
He comes from the South

Brunswick public schools, where
he was a technology and language
arts teacher.

Mr. Halloway received his
bachelor’s degree in history from
Rutgers University and a master’s
degree in education leadership and
administration from The College of
New Jersey.

The new Terrill Middle School
Principal is Janet Baubles, who was
a vice principal at Applegarth Middle
School in Monroe Township. Ms.
Baubles has a bachelor’s degree in
business administration from
Villanova University, a Master of
Arts degree in Teaching from The
College of New Jersey and a master’s
degree in urban education from New
Jersey City University.

She is currently working on her
doctorate at Seton Hall University.

Michael Klimko, Terrill School’s
new Assistant Principal, might also
be a familiar face to many parents
and students. He has been teaching

English and math at Terrill since
1992. He graduated from East
Stroudsberg University in Pennsyl-
vania with a bachelor’s degree in
biology and received his master’s
degree in elementary education and
principal supervision from Kean
University.

Replacing Ms. Rebimbas as the
district’s new World Language Su-
pervisor is Linda Kouril, who has
been teaching in the public school
district since 1999.

She received her bachelor’s de-
gree in Spanish from St. Joseph’s
College in Brooklyn, N.Y. and has a
master’s degree in language educa-
tion from New York University.

The new Athletic Director is Rob-
ert Harmer, who is also well known
to many parents and students. He
was a health and physical educa-
tion teacher, earning his bachelor’s
degree in both subjects. He has
been a football coach at Scotch

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Solid Waste
Fines Revised
In S. Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains residents living
near the Westfield border will have
an opportunity to hear of
Westfield’s plans for a proposed
new lighted ball field on Lam-
berts Mill Road.

A meeting is planned for Thurs-
day, September 18, so that town-
ship residents living near the
Westfield Conservation Center,
site of the proposed park, can hear
details from Westfield officials.

At Tuesday night’s Scotch
Plains Township Council meet-
ing, a resident of Winding Brook
Way, located just south of the
Conservation Center, asked the
council about the planned athletic
fields and their effects on Scotch
Plains homeowners.

She said she was opposed to the
development because of quality
of life issues, as well as potential
flooding problems due to tree re-
moval, excessive traffic on Lam-
berts Mill Road and parking prob-
lems on Winding Brook Way,
Bayberry Lane and Jacobs Lane
in Scotch Plains.

Mayor Martin Marks said he
had met recently with Westfield
Mayor Gregory McDermott and
Town Recreation Commission
Chairman Keith Hertell and asked
them to contact via mail nearby
township residents to inform them
of the plans for the site.

In the end, the mayor noted,
“Westfield doesn’t need Scotch
Plains’ permission” to develop a
new ball field facility.

In other business, the council
approved an ordinance that makes
revisions to township regulations
governing when homeowners can
place vegetative and solid waste
in front of their homes in advance
of a scheduled pickup by the town-
ship.

A year ago, in response to com-
plaints from some residents about
homeowners placing waste at
curbs weeks in advance of pickup,
thus creating either an eyesore or
a traffic hazard, the council en-
acted amendments to the local
solid waste and recycling code
that would allow residents to place
materials at their curb no earlier
than 10 days prior to any sched-
uled pick up.

The amendments will also set
penalties for those in violation.
The revisions adopted on Tues-
day night were made, according
to Councilman Frank Rossi, after
the new law was implemented
this spring and the need for some
modifications was evident. The
primary changes involve lower
penalties for initial offenses.

The council also approved a
resolution that establishes a drug
and alcohol policy for drivers who
will be hired for the upcoming
jitney bus service with Fanwood.

Resolutions were also passed
that urged the State Legislature
and the Governor to address prop-

Patrick Connor for The Times
TO THE RESCUE…Rescue squads from around the area, including Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Westfield and Mountainside,
attended the mock disaster drill in Westfield on Saturday to test their skills.

FW Council Recalls
September 11 Victims,

Mrs. Ungar, Mr. Brandt
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

The mayor and council presented
a resolution at Tuesday’s regular
meeting of the Fanwood governing
body, commemorating the second
anniversary of the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks.

Mayor Louis Jung read the resolu-
tion, which noted that, “two years
later, the country is still in mourn-
ing,” after the events “when Ameri-
cans experienced death, injury, de-
struction, separation, sorrow and
loss.”

 The governing body wished to
recognize “the efforts of the federal,
state and local governments, who
have financially assisted the victims’
families; the continuing efforts of
the medical establishment in healing
the injured and their families; the
charities who receive and distribute
the goods of financial relief; the com-
mittees formed to transform Ground
Zero, and those who physically as-
sisted and spiritually prayed for the
mental and physical healing of their
fellow citizens.”

The resolution concluded with the
mayor and council’s desire to “join
all Americans in encouraging our
governmental representatives to do
all in their power to protect, fortify
and secure this nation against terror-
ism so that all may live in freedom
and peace.”

“A copy of the resolution will be
sent to the police, fire and rescue
squad, as well as Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the American Legion Post,”

stated Mayor Jung.
A model of the World Trade Cen-

ter, created by the Indian Guides
youth organization last spring and
featured in the local Memorial Day
Parade, has been on display since
yesterday at the base of the Millen-
nium Clock, located by the Fanwood
train station at South and Martine
Avenues.

Two other resolutions were pre-
sented in recognition of service.
Mayor Jung read a resolution “in the
memory of Manya Ungar, former
Fanwood resident from 1954 to 1963,
wife, mother, grandmother, actress,
singer, musician,” who died at age 75
in July.

Mrs. Ungar’s husband, Skip, and
two grandsons, Sam and Ben, were
present to receive the resolution,
which praised her “generous contri-
butions to this community.”

It lauded her role as an “active
volunteer” who served as President
of the Parent-Teacher Association of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district, as well as founder and Co-
Director of the Scotch Plains Sum-
mer Theater Workshop from 1967 to
1978.

In honor of her work with students
and in the production of musicals, a
scholarship has been established in
her name.

Mayor Jung recalled a memorial
celebration for Mrs. Ungar this sum-
mer, at which he and Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks were persuaded
by Mr. Ungar to sing a song together.
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
GAMETIME DUO...Ed Marchelitis and Joe Romash provided color commen-
tary during the 25th Annual St. Bartholomew Softball Championship and
Picnic last Sunday at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains. Pictured above, from the
left, are Mr. Marchelitis and Mr. Romash.
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serves as a technician and instructor
at the inspection site.

Approximately forty seats were
inspected at Sunday’s event, and
seven new seats, purchased with grant
money, were given to parents to re-
place seats that were too old or on a
recall list, according to Officer
Mykytka.

Commerce Bank of Fanwood dis-
tributed Child Identification Kits at
the event. Such kits are available for
a limited time from the Fanwood
Police Department, including a free
photo and fingerprinting. Fanwood
residents who are interested should
contact Sergeant Tom Jedic at (908)
322-5000, extension no. 151, or e-
mail sgtjedic@fanwoodpolice.com.
Leave a message, and arrangements
will be made for the resident to pick
up the kit.

A poster contest will be held, with
children depicting the theme “What
I Learned at Kid’s Fair 2003.” The
contest will be divided into age
groups, and winners will be awarded
savings bonds from the Fanwood
PBA. Hundreds of children stopped
by the PBA booth to receive poster
entry forms, which must be turned in
no later than September 21 at the
Fanwood Police station. The entries
will be shown in a montage on Chan-
nel 35.

Children also enjoyed the enter-
tainment at the event, including jump-
ing inside the Moonwalk and taking
pony rides. Both parents and chil-
dren participated in several game
booths, winning prizes for their ef-
forts.

Hamburgers, hot dogs and sodas
were donated by A&P, pizza was
compliments of Pizza Brothers, and
samples of Rita’s Italian Ice were
given out.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood
Safety Day

Eryn Bushinger to Mentor
First-Year Syracuse Pupils

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Eryn Bushinger has been
chosen to serve as an Academic
Peer Advisor for the College of
Human Services and Health Profes-
sions for the 2003-2004 academic
year at Syracuse University in Syra-
cuse, N.Y.

Eryn will help first-year students
with the academic, social, cultural
and emotional transition from high
school to college. She will introduce
the pupils to the academic policies of
the school and university, as well as
its support systems and services and
academic program options.

To qualify for the post, Eryn had to

maintain a grade point average of at
least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.

She will maintain her mentoring
relationship with the advisees
throughout the academic year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Solid Waste
Fines Revised

erty tax reform and urged the
reinstitution of a property tax reim-
bursement program that benefited
senior citizens.

Scotch Plains Day will be held on
Saturday, September 20, in the down-
town business district. Steve Goldberg,
President of the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association,
said the day’s events will begin at 8
a.m. and include a flea market and
farmers market, as well as a civic
awards ceremony, pony rides and a
petting zoo, sidewalk sales and music
provided by a disk jockey.

The preceding night will include a
pep rally and bonfire behind Ever-
green Elementary School.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool an-
nounced that a new fountain will be
dedicated on Saturday, October 18 at
the Village Green, which will be
renamed Alan Augustine Park in
memory of the late Mayor and As-
semblyman. Funds for the fountain,
she said, were provided by private
donations and a $40,000 state grant.

Publisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s NotePublisher’s Note

NNNNNew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Ratesew Subscription Rates
As of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1stAs of October 1st

There will be a modest increase in subscription rates as of October
1. The new rates will be $28 for one year, $52 for two years and $76
for three years. A college subscription will be $20 per year. Anyone
wishing to renew or extend their subscription prior to October 1,
may do so at the old rates. Please call us at (908) 232-4407; mail to
Leader/Times , P.O. Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or go to
www.goleader.com/subscribe.

Plains-Fanwood High School since
1999.

Mr. Harmer was also a profes-
sional athlete, having played hockey
and arena football in Canada.

As Athletic Director, he will su-
pervise the Health and Physical Edu-
cation Departments and oversee the
coaches and league activities.

The district’s new Director of Spe-
cial Services, Thomas Beese, comes
to Scotch Plains-Fanwood from East
Brunswick public schools. He re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree from
William Paterson College in special
education and elementary education
and possesses a master’s degree in
learning disabilities.

Mr. Beese is also working on his
doctoral studies at Seton Hall Uni-
versity.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Administrators

Westfield Mayor McDermott Updates Council
On Redevelopment Process and Parking Decks

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- At Tuesday
evening’s meeting of the Westfield
Town Council, Mayor Gregory
McDermott updated the governing
body on the progress with the rede-
velopment process in regards to the
parking decks at South Avenue and
Prospect and Elm Streets.

He stated that the town has met
with representatives from NJ Transit
to “let them know we’re serious”
about the project. He said that it was
a positive meeting.

The mayor added that he also met
with representatives from the
Westfield Planning Board to open
the lines of communications and hear
their concerns.

He also stated that the issue of the
proposed height of the structure “is
definitely going to be addressed”
and that developer Robert Powell
has ideas for lowering it.

The mayor added that the first set
of plans should be brought to the
town by the end of the month.

The council also approved a reso-
lution to move forward with a Phase

II environmental study of the South
Avenue and Prospect and Elm Street
parking lots. The Phase I study, which
is a history of the sites, was recently
completed.

The town will also be soliciting
proposals from companies for bond
counsel and construction manage-
ment and oversight.

A few residents raised questions
during the open session regarding
the Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT), as well as the bonding issues.

Resident John Devitt questioned
the council as to whether they en-
tered into the redevelopment process
to avoid having a referendum on the
issue.

Several council members said that
they were not aware that the redevel-
opment law excludes the use of the
use of a referendum.

Larry Graf, a resident of Bayberry
Lane, brought up the topic of the
proposed artificial turf field at the
conservation center. He questioned
if the process would follow the regu-
lar planning board procedure.

According to Town Attorney Rob-

ert Cockren, the town is exempt from
the Land Use ordinance, but that it
could be referred to the planning
board for review.

Mr. Graf raised concerns over traf-
fic, and the high number of accidents
on Lamberts Mill Road, as well as
environmental issues. He suggested
that other locations be looked at for
the turf field, and stated that he thinks
it is premature to be meeting with
residents from Scotch Plains. He also
added that there was a previous law-
suit by Scotch Plains residents over
the use of the land.

Mayor McDermott responded that
the council had raised similar con-
cerns at their last meeting and has
asked the Recreation Commission to
look at other locations. He said that
the council is unsure that they want
to put a “gem of a field in the middle
of a dump.”

In other business, Amel Vogel of
Hyslip Avenue spoke to the council
on about a proposed luxury condo-
minium development on Prospect
Street. James Ward is proposing the
project, he noted, adding that he will

be making a case to change the land
use code.

Mr. Vogel stated that these condo-
miniums will be for seniors and will
fill a “serious void.” He asked that
the council have an open mind for
this project.

Mayor McDermott thanked the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad,
the Westfield Fire Department and
the Westfield Police Department for
their work during the mock disaster
drill last Saturday. He stated that the
drill allowed the town to see their
strengths and weaknesses so that
they can be prepared for emergen-
cies.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution to award the con-
tract for the Tamaques Pond dredg-
ing. The project will begin on Mon-
day, September 22.

There was also a presentation
made to the town of an original
watercolor by Patricia Brentano
Bramnick of the September 11th
memorial park.

The painting will be hung in the
mayor’s office.

Westfield BOE Discusses Results
Of Community Survey at Meeting

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Board of Education presented the re-
sults of its 2003 Community Survey
at its Tuesday night meeting. Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William Foley
presented the results from a prepared
statement, accompanied by a
Powerpoint slideshow presentation.

The following is a summary of his
presentation.

In May of this year, the Westfield
school district distributed 2,396 sur-
veys randomly to members of three
different groups, including parents of
students in the district, registered vot-
ers and parents of pre-school stu-
dents.

The school district received 1,351
completed surveys. The majority of
those who responded are parents who
have a child attending school in
Westfield.

The survey dealt with a broad range
of topics. The data was broken down
into various subgroups that provided
the board with an idea of what is on
the minds of Westfield residents.

“It’s almost overwhelming,” com-
mented Dr. Foley.

When asked what issues should be
prioritized within the school budget,
the survey results showed 54 percent
of respondents thought decreasing
class sizes should be one of the
district’s top priorities.

Ongoing training for teachers was
cited as the second priority, listed by
44 percent of respondents. Technol-
ogy integration in the classroom was
third, with 39 percent.

Building maintenance ranked
fourth, followed by the offering of
electives at Westfield High School
(WHS); additional guidance counse-
lors for the district’s students; pro-
moting the visual and performing arts,
and providing elementary-level stu-
dents with foreign language instruc-
tion, respectively.

In the budget-related section of the
survey, the most varied responses dealt
with the school district’s fields and
athletic programs.

The results showed 6 percent of
respondents from the registered voter
category felt this should be a concern
of the highest priority, while 20 per-
cent of respondents with students in
the school system felt it should be a
top priority.

Similar results were found regard-
ing expansion of the school district’s
athletic programs. Only 5 percent of
respondents from the registered voter
list felt as though the district’s athletic
programs should be of highest prior-
ity.

By comparison, 16 percent of par-
ents whose children have been out of
the school system for a maximum of
five years considered this one of their
highest priority issues.

In regards to the school budget

process, 16 percent of respondents
said they monitor it “very closely,”
while 52 percent claim to follow it
“somewhat closely.” Most respondents
(55 percent) felt the recent school
district budgets have been “about
right,” and 70 percent felt they have
been kept reasonably informed about
the 2003-2004 school budget.

The next section of the survey asked
respondents to rank their satisfaction
with individual schools within the
Westfield Public School district.

All nine schools in the district re-
ceived favorable (Excellent, Very
Good, or Good) responses, above 90
percent. Wilson Elementary School
received the most “Excellent” re-
sponses, with 61 percent, and Edison
Intermediate School received the least
Excellent responses, with 18 percent.

The next section of the survey asked
parents to evaluate specific areas of
interest regarding the school(s) their
children attend. Parents of WHS stu-
dents provided a number of unfavor-
able responses to the question con-
cerning discipline.

Superintendent Foley acknowl-
edged their concerns, saying, “At the
high school level, discipline is a big-
ger factor. I hear reports of suspen-
sions, either in school or out of school,
every week from the high school.”

Security at all of the district’s schools
was also a major concern among par-
ents of Westfield students, according
to the survey. Thirty-seven percent of
parents with students at WHS re-
sponded unfavorably, with intermedi-
ate schools and elementary schools
drawing unfavorable responses of 27
percent and 20 percent, respectively.

Parents of students at McKinley
Elementary School in particular have
high security concerns. “Clearly, this

is something we want to take a closer
look at,” said Dr. Foley.

The survey then allowed the re-
spondents to rate the programs, as
well as the teachers and administra-
tion, in the Westfield school district.
Almost all surveyed categories re-
ceived favorable responses, with the
exception of noted dissatisfaction with
the level of technological integration
across the district.

Additionally, respondents displayed
a lack of satisfaction with the princi-
pal and administrators at WHS.

Survey results also showed that 60
percent of parents with children at
WHS think that excessive pressure to
succeed is being placed on their chil-
dren.

“Some stress is just a part of life,
and a part of high school,” said Dr.
Foley, “but we don’t want it to come
to the point where it’s something dys-
functional.”

Board of Education President
Arlene Gardner added, “I’m not sure
it isn’t a reflection of pressure from
parents showing itself at school.”

In addition, The Westfield Leader
was named as the most highly pre-
ferred source of information with 77
percent, followed distantly by Parent-
Teacher Organization/Parent-Teacher
Association e-mails at 53 percent.

The remainder of the meeting was
spent transacting the normal business
of the school board.

The Long Range Planning Com-
mittee will meet on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 16, to determine the agenda for
the Saturday, November 1 meeting of
the Strategic Planning Committee.

The plan for the November meet-
ing calls for 50 teachers, administra-
tors and community members to con-
vene in order to discuss new strategies
and action plans for the school dis-
trict. The board’s goal is to have a
broad-based representation of the
community working together on a
new Strategic Action Plan.

The board approved new curricula
for the school district’s gifted educa-
tion program. The additions include
advanced mathematics and an eco-
nomics unit for seventh-graders.

LOCAL GRADUATES…Four local residents are among the recent sixth-grade
graduates from Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child in Summit. Pictured, left to
right, are: Marguerite Bonadies of Fanwood, Catherine Verdic of Scotch Plains,
Raychel Kruper of Fanwood and Michelle Russoniello of Scotch Plains. Mar-
guerite is the daughter of Celia Bonadies and Catherine is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Dominick Verdic. Raychel is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander
Kruper of Fanwood and Michelle is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander
Russoniello. A class of 32 graduated from the Lower School in June.
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FW Council Recalls Sept. 11
Victims, Brandt and Ungar

Former students of Mrs. Ungar, some
of whom have gone on to win numer-
ous awards, including a Tony, also
performed that evening.

Council President Joel Whitaker read
a resolution to “publicly honor” the
late Charles Brandt, who passed away
at the age of 70 last month. Mr. Brandt
served Fanwood as “attorney for the
Planning Board for 15 years and the
Board of Adjustment for 14 years.” He
also served as Municipal Attorney for
Westfield and Rahway, and in Westfield
as a councilman, “performing these
duties in an exemplary manner.”

Council President Whitaker remem-
bered Mr. Brandt as a “quiet, unas-
suming, honest man who will be
greatly missed.”

Mayor Jung likewise recalled his
“low key style,” while Mr. Whitaker
stated that his “we’ll work it out”
philosophy was appreciated by those
with whom he served.

Following up on last week’s discus-
sion regarding the need for proper
grounding at the communications
tower located at Borough Hall, a con-
tract has been awarded to JBL Elec-
tronic, which will upgrade the exist-
ing grounding equipment, in order to

protect the new $80,000 emergency
radio system.

An ordinance prohibiting perma-
nent signs posted on public utility
poles in the municipality passed with
a unanimous vote.

In his Public Safety report, Coun-
cilman David Trumpp listed in detail
the total police assistance calls for the
month of August. Noting the signifi-
cant increase in calls compared to last
year, he gave praise to the “aggressive
department, who is looking out for
the welfare of the citizens.”

He advised parents against purchas-
ing for their children a motorized
scooter known as a “go-ped,” which
has gained popularity with teenagers,
as they are illegal and will be subject
to moving violations.

Councilman Stuart Kline revealed
that, “as of October 1, 2003, the fine
for illegally parking in a handicapped
parking space will increase from $100
to $250.”

A resolution addressing scheduling
concerns stated that official school
sanctioned activities will be the first
priority regarding the Park Middle
School fields.

A resolution was also passed re-
garding a drug and alcohol policy for
the town’s jitney bus. Since the fed-
eral government is providing the funds
for the bus, drivers must comply with
strict guidelines.

“The theme of this year’s Fanny
Wood Day celebration will be ‘Fanny
Gets a Grammy,’” stated Mayor Jung,
“because Grammy Award winner Tom
Chapin will be performing at this year’s
event on Sunday, September 28.”

 The event, to be held from noon to
5 p.m., will also include a bluegrass
band and classic car show.

A flu clinic will be held at Borough
Hall on Tuesday, October 21, from 6
to 7:30 p.m.


