
Page 4  Thursday, September 11, 2003 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

THE TIMES

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING & PRODUCTION

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $24 • Two-year – $46 • Three-year – $66 • One-year college (September to May) – $16
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —
of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

— Established 1959—

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle H. LePoidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Robert P. Connelly
MANAGER, BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Lauren S. Pass
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

The new school year brings many
changes and improvements.

We are offering 41 new curricula in
the Westfield Public Schools. Most of
these are revised curricula and there are
also some new programs, such as Java,
computer applications and graphic de-
sign courses at the high school; multi-
media applications and desktop publish-
ing at the intermediate school level; and
new gifted curricula in our elementary
schools…to name a few.

We welcomed 68 new staff members
this year, including one new administra-
tor – Catherine Hollinger, who is the
new Assistant Principal at Roosevelt
Intermediate School.

We have five new positions at our
ever-growing high school. The majority
of new teachers will be replacing those
who retired, are on leave or have re-
signed from the district.

The last week in August, our new staff
completed training through our New
Teachers Institute. Our Instructional
Technology Department has trained more
than 100 teachers this summer on new
computer software and equipment for
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Westfield Public Schools

By Dr. William Foley, Superintendent

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Welcomes Pupils to New School Year

the classroom.
The high school’s new 55,000-square-

foot, three-story science wing is now in
full operation. The old science rooms
were renovated into general academic
classrooms and the art rooms have been
upgraded and renovated.

Guidance and administration offices
have also been expanded.

All the gymnasium floors are being
refinished and the bleachers in the var-
sity gym replaced.

The next phase of renovations will
include handicapped accessibility to
basement music rooms with improved
ventilation and storage; auditorium up-
grading; additional lockers for boys; and
a new girl locker/weight room complex
at Kehler Stadium.

The size and scope of the academic
and physical improvements this school
year would not have been possible
without the full cooperation of staff
and the continued support of the com-
munity.

By working together, this school year
promises to hold many opportunities for
our students and teachers.

UNICO, St. Bart’s Say
Thank You For Festival

Support, Volunteers
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter

of UNICO and St. Bartholomew Church
of Scotch Plains wish to thank all those
who attended our Festival this past La-
bor Day weekend.

We hope all enjoyed something tasty
to eat, our rides and an opportunity to
test your skill or luck at one of our
games.

For those who volunteered their time
a special thank you goes out to you.
Without your assistance and dedication
to this Scotch Plains tradition, we would
not be successful and able to contribute
to the charities supported by UNICO and
the programs sponsored by St.
Bartholomew Church.

Next year will mark our 30th Festival
– we are looking forward to it and hope
Mother Nature is in a better mood.

See you next year, until then, thanks
again!

SPF UNICO and
St. Bartholomew Church

FW Resident Feels Rep. Ferguson
Should Help Ease Airplane Noise

Congressional District 7 Citizen Alert:
Representative Mike Ferguson appears
to be distancing himself from his previ-
ous proactive stand of advocating sub-
stantial noise reduction as an outcome of
the metro airspace redesign.

While he continues to support delega-
tion letters, his early dynamic record of
action has been replaced with an unchar-
acteristic aloofness. His unresponsive-
ness has most likely undermined initia-
tives fundamental to achieving a good
metro airspace redesign outcome that
would result in substantial noise relief.
Could it be that Representative Ferguson
is building a campaign war chest and in
doing so has aligned himself to serve
Continental Airlines?

As a District 7 constituent, I call upon
Representative Ferguson to renew his
commitment to substantial noise reduc-
tion and hold the FAA accountable for
honoring its 1998 redesign pledge made
to the architects of this industry-oriented

project, Senator Lautenberg and Repre-
sentatives Menendez and Pascrell. At
that time, noise relief was publicly an-
nounced as a primary redesign objective
– that goal was effectively eliminated by
the FAA when it was excluded from its
metro airspace scoping objectives.

We, the citizens, are now dependent
on a united delegation to use the full
resources of its collective power to make
certain this public pledge to the citizens
of New Jersey is fulfilled. Representa-
tive Ferguson’s leadership is vital to that
end.

Airport noise has been a part of our
lives since 1987 – it is unwanted and it
can be eliminated. We need ocean rout-
ing and I, for one, support the Courier
News editorial position that the FAA
should live test ocean routes. Represen-
tative Ferguson should leave no stone
unturned to make this happen.

Gary Szelc
Fanwood

Mayor Marks Hopes Turf Field
Meeting Will be Informative

I was pleased to see that in the Sep-
tember 4 issue of The Times your cover-
age of the turf field proposal for the
Westfield Conservation Center gave at
least brief mention to the Scotch Plains
residents surrounding the site. In fact, a
Scotch Plains residential neighborhood
surrounds the site on three sides with
Lamberts Mill Road being the fourth
border.

The Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion is to be commended for being pro-
active in seeking new recreation oppor-
tunities for the youth of their commu-
nity. We in Scotch Plains have recog-
nized this need and our Recreation Di-
rector and Commission have met the
charge of the Township Council to es-
tablish new ball fields and renovate ex-
isting ones. This process is ongoing and
we are about to embark on a shared
project with the Borough of Fanwood
and our joint school district to create a
brand new state of the art complex for
the fields at Park Middle School. We
have also recognized the need to be as
sensitive as reasonably possible to sur-
rounding residential neighborhoods
when a new facility is contemplated.

Along these lines, I am certainly ap-
preciative that Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott and Recreation Chairman
Keith Hertell have already reached out to
me to discuss this preliminary proposal

and have followed my suggestion to meet
with the aforementioned residents that
surround the conservation center. At this
meeting, Mr. Hertell and his consultants
will need to have a thorough discussion of
the possible impact the proposed facility
could have on its Scotch Plains neigh-
bors. We will be particularly interested in
the issues of traffic and parking, light and
noise leakage, hours of operation, and
appropriate buffering. While this will be
an informal meeting, it is my hope that
Westfield officials and representatives
will be able to provide in-depth answers
to these issues.

It is also my hope that if Westfield
chooses to move forward with this pro-
posal to any extent, they will have a
formal public hearing before its Plan-
ning Board, even though it is my under-
standing that it will technically not be
required because the site is a munici-
pally owned property.

Finally, it is my expectation that the
tenor of the forthcoming informational
meeting will be civil, and all concerned
will come away with an understanding
of the issues at hand, and not only the
needs of the Westfield recreation com-
munity but also the needs of residents
living in Scotch Plains.

Martin Marks, Mayor
Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plaga – In zoology, a colored band

or streak
2. Pandy – To punish by striking the

hand with a cane
3. Geordie – A miner or a miner’s

safety lamp
4. Dacoit – A member of a gang of

robbers in India or Burma

SENESCENT
1. Oozing; seeping
2. Abundant; plentiful
3. Sagacious; intellectual
4. Growing old

SEPICOLOUS
1. Lighthearted; cheerful
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Growing in hedges
4. Arranged in groups of seven

AMYGDALINE
1. Having an alkaline imbalance
2. Resembling almonds
3. Hanging in clusters, such as with

grapes
4. Resembling a honeycomb

SITOLOGY
1. The study of foods, nutrition, etc.
2. The study of eye diseases and care
3. The study of the anatomy of fishes
4. The study of microscopic organ-

isms, especially bacteria

A Quiet Remembrance...
Anniversary of September 11, 2001

Question The Candidates on Deck
Referendum, Honor Majority Opinion

I was gratified to read that you are
soliciting questions to pose to candi-
dates for public office. Certainly, public
participation in the electoral process is
one of the very hallmarks of American
democracy. So, flush with excitement
and anticipation at the prospect of con-
tributing to this vital process, I rushed to
the computer, ready to perform my civic
and patriotic duty…and found myself at
a complete loss for words.

This has never happen to me before.
Since childhood, I’ve loved to write.
I’ve amused some and outraged others,
but I don’t think that I’ve ever been
boring. That’s why I take a case of
writer’s block – however brief – very,
very seriously.

I’ve figured out the source of my
difficulty. You see, the problem with
writing about issues in a suburban town
is that there often aren’t many worth
getting excited about. In the past, I’ve
written about serious topics like the
events of September 11, the deception of
tort “reform,” holiday displays on public
property and the high school’s open lunch
policy and somewhat less weighty is-
sues like exhibiting underwear in the
window of an underwear store and air-
plane noise near an airport.

All of these matters have been re-
solved, gone dormant or just burned
themselves out. It’s a sad fact that, no
matter who we elect to public office in
Westfield, the victors will not have the
slightest influence on reversing global
warming, capturing Osama, Saddam and
Mullah Omar, or motivating Attorney
General Ashcroft to read the Constitu-
tion.

And then it hit me. The one divisive
issue that has caused more impassioned
debate over a longer period of time than
any other and which continues to pro-
voke partisan rhetoric is – you guessed it
– the proposed parking deck.

The deck (or decks), if built, will,
without any doubt, be the hugest public

works project in Westfield’s history and
will have profound financial, social,
commercial, infrastructure, law enforce-
ment and demographic consequences.

The most astonishing thing about this
project is the fact that utterly no effort
has been made by our elected public
officials to learn whether the folks who
will be expected to foot the bill for this
endeavor really want it in the first place.
In fact, no one really knows the answer
to that question.

The closest we’ve gotten was The
Leader’s recent attempt to conduct a
random poll. Yet, this commendable
effort was fundamentally flawed. The
relatively small number of those who
were polled, the fact that non-residents
were included and the polling terminol-
ogy itself all conspired to skew the re-
sults.

That’s why I propose that all candi-
dates for public office in Westfield be
asked the following two questions:

1. If you are elected, will you take all
necessary steps to conduct a referendum
of registered voters, asking, “Do you
favor the expenditure of public funds to
build a parking deck or decks in
Westfield?”

Do you pledge to take all necessary
steps to honor the wishes of the majority
of those voting in the referendum?

I won’t deny that I’m not a deck
advocate. I think that if a parking crisis
exists at all (and I’m not really con-
vinced that it does), a parking deck is not
the solution. There are certainly more
modest and cost-effective alternatives
that have not been fully explored. A
Westfield variant of the Manhattan
Project is simply overkill. Yet, despite
my deep misgivings, if a referendum
proves that the voting majority supports
this project, then I will support the will
of that majority. Should we expect any-
thing less from our elected leaders?

Robert Ratner
Westfield

WF Reader Cites
Proofreading Errors
Good gravy! Can no one spell or use

English correctly? One does not pull on
the “reigns.” A horse is pulled by the
reins! A “reign of terror” is a period of
control, as in the reign of Queen Victoria.

While I’m at it: One does not “lay
down” to rest – one lies down or lays
down a gauntlet.

Where are your proofreaders and
where did they go to school? – This is
basic English – not high technology!

Eugenie Taub
Westfield

Westfield Resident
Scrutinizes Bush
Administration

If one scrutinizes the George H. W.
Bush administration, reality at times
looms, to quote Alice, “curiouser and
curiouser.” As the present crisis in Iraq
stems from that earlier administration, it
may be useful to recall now a few of the
cryptic foreign-policy statements that
culminated in Operation Desert Storm.

According to an All Things Consid-
ered broadcast on National Public Radio
(September 17, 1990), then United States
Ambassador to Iraq, April Glasbie, told
Saddam Hussein before the invasion of
Kuwait: “We have no opinion on the
Arab-Arab conflicts, like your border
disagreements with Kuwait. The issue is
not associated with America. (Then Sec-
retary of State) James Baker has directed
our official spokesmen to emphasize
this instruction. We hope you solve this
problem by any suitable means.”

By any suitable means. Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Near Eastern and
South Asian Affairs, John H. Kelly, spoke
in the same vein in open Congressional
testimony just two days before the inva-
sion of Kuwait. Similarly, according to
The Washington Post (September 17,
1990), G. H. W. Bush administration
spokesperson Margaret Tutweiler an-
nounced before the first invasion of Iraq
that the United States was not obligated
to come to Kuwait’s aid if the emirate
were attacked.

Why were the winds of war being
fanned in Iraq at that juncture? And now,
like father like son?

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

Many in town prefer to quietly reflect today – 9/11
of 2003. Each has their way of remembering and
dealing with the nation’s journey, which began two
years ago.

Some of our neighbors, friends and loved ones are
not with us now. We realize that, and the grieving
continues for some.

The skyline is different without the Twin Towers,
and the PATH lines no longer have a stop called the
“World Trade Center.”

Luggage and carry-ons are searched at airports, and
we take our shoes off to pass through metal detectors.

There’s “Homeland Security.” Troops are in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

We’re less innocent, but resolved, as we find
ourselves in a long-term struggle with those com-
mitted to a concept of evil.

Life continues, and there are many good things.
The communities are prospering. Our youth have
inspiration and optimism for the future.

Most will think about 9/11 for a moment today. It’s
not something we dwell on anymore – nor should
we. In quiet reflection, it is sure that we will not
forget — today and for a long time coming.

Proposed Turf Field Promises
Interesting Talks Between Towns

Things will certainly be interesting this fall as
discussions continue about the proposed lighted
artificial turf soccer/lacrosse fields at the Westfield
Conservation Center on Lamberts Mill Road. There
are several issues that need to be worked out, even if
the financial ones can be arranged.

Scotch Plains homeowners surround the property. The
Westfield Public Works Department uses the property
for staging leaves, grass clippings and like material. In
the past, the property was used for composting. The
condition of the soils requires investigation.

Talks will begin between the neighboring towns later
this month. Mayor Martin Marks of Scotch Plains
believes that there may have been a written agreement
with Westfield over the permitted use of the property
dating back from the 1970s. The township archives are
being searched for relevant documents.

Scotch Plains residences are invited to a meeting
on Thursday, September 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Westfield Municipal Building at the community
room to learn of details, to ask questions and to
express opinions.

The proposed field project comes with a price tag
of perhaps a couple of million dollars. A detailed
cost estimate has not been prepared. The plan is to

seek $1.1 million from the Town of Westfield,
$400,000 from the Westfield Board of Education
and other money from user groups, according to
Recreation Commission Chairman Keith Hertell.
The Westfield Soccer Association and the Westfield
Boosters are expected to be the primary user groups.

Some members of the Westfield Town Council
suggested putting the question to the voters as to
whether they want the field or not.

Mr. Hertell stresses the need for an additional field
in Westfield, and he believes that there are many
benefits to installing/constructing an artificial field.

Though the Westfield Town Council has not given
the “OK” for the project, they have permitted contin-
ued research and development of the idea. Westfield
Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh has expressed reser-
vations about the location. Mayor Gregory
McDermott recently voiced concern over the smell
that typically comes from the dump.

There are concerns over traffic impacts on busy
Lamberts Mill Road, which falls under county juris-
diction. In the past, residents have complained about
the smell of the conservation center where
Westfielders drop off leaves and grass clippings.

It will be interesting to see how this matter develops.
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