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Campaign Release - Westfield

Westfield GOP Candidates Call
For Lawn Sign Free Campaign

Candidate Campaign Release - Fanwood

Council President Calls For
Traffic Congestion Review

WESTFIELD – Seeking to reinstate a
Westfield tradition maintained by both
political parties until recent years, Re-
publican Committee Chairman Jon
Bramnick has asked Democratic Coun-
cil candidates to join Republicans in not
using lawn signs in the 2003
campaign.

Mr. Bramnick, who also rep-
resents Westfield as a 21st Dis-
trict state Assemblyman, said
that while political lawn signs
are common practice in state-
wide and countywide races,
they were never part of local
campaigns until the last few election
cycles.

He said Republican Council candi-
dates Councilman Peter Echausse First
Ward, Jo Ann Neylan Second Ward,
Mark Ciarrocca Third Ward, and James

Foerst Fourth Ward, all committed not
to use lawn signs this year unless their
opponents decide to use them first.

“All of our candidates agree that we’d
like to keep lawn signs out of this year’s
campaign. We believe Westfield citi-

zens see enough political signs
each fall downtown and on their
neighbors’ lawns for state and
county races. We simply don’t
need more signs in our local
races. I think the voters are at-
tuned enough here in Westfield
to make an educated choice
about which local candidate to

support without being barraged by hun-
dreds of lawn signs,” said Assemblyman
Bramnick. “In contrast to statewide can-
didates, council candidates are often
people who citizens know personally
and are friendly with. If we can avoid
pitting neighbor against neighbor via
lawn signs, we’d like to do it, and we ask
the Democrat council candidates to join
us.”

“However, if our opponents feel the
need to spend large sums of money to try
to raise name recognition for their can-
didates, we’ll be compelled to do the
same,” he said.

FANWOOD – Fanwood Borough
Council President Joel Whitaker will
propose hiring a transportation consult-
ant to recommend solutions to a dra-
matic increase in congestion in the 1.3-
square-mile borough.

The proposal was formally consid-
ered at the Fanwood Council’s
September 9 meeting.

“Congestion in Fanwood has
gotten dramatically worse
since the new traffic lights on
Martine Avenue were in-
stalled. Before school let out
last spring, I observed traffic
backed up from South Avenue
to beyond Shady Lane at 2 p.m. on
many afternoons,” Council President
Whitaker said. “If it’s backed up like
that in midday, I shudder to think how
bad it must be during rush hour.”

Councilman Whitaker noted there has
been a significant increase in complaints
from residents about speeding on a num-
ber of streets, including Shady Lane.

“Relying on police enforcement
doesn’t work because the police can’t be
everywhere,” he said, adding there has
been a significant increase in traffic
citations written this year.

“Many residents want traffic calming
devices, such as the dreaded bumpouts
in Plainfield. The police department is
strenuously opposed to them, for safety
reasons, as am I. I travel around the
country, and even in cities of 1 million
population, I find examples of low-cost
traffic control measures that don’t present

a hazard to residents. We need advice on
what to do, and where to do it,” he said.

The downtown redevelopment project
is another reason Whitaker wants a traf-
fic consultant.

“We need to insure that the downtown
project improves the quality of life for

our residents, and that it doesn’t
accidentally degrade that qual-
ity,” he said. “I expect the con-
sultant to provide recommen-
dations on how to provide ad-
equate parking and insure that
traffic flows smoothly and that
pedestrians are protected.”

Councilman Whitaker said it
has become clear that Martine Avenue is
the major connector between the Garden
State Parkway and Interstate 78. Contin-
ued development of Connell Corporate
Park will result in even more traffic, he
said.

“Ultimately, Fanwood is a victim of
the sprawl that Governor McGreevey is
attempting to control. While we’re not
the cause of traffic congestion in our
community, we have no alternative but
to develop a systems approach to deal
with it.”

Studies by Rutgers University research-
ers have indicated that somewhat less
than 6,000 commuter trips have been
added every month for the last 12 years.

“That’s 72,000 more commuter trips
each year,” Councilman Whitaker said.
“No wonder congestion is getting worse.”

Overlook Hospital Foundation
36 Upper Overlook Road • P.O. Box 220
Summit, NJ  07902-0220
Make a secure donation online by visiting
www.overlookfoundation.org.

Overlook Hospital is a not-for-profit institution.

Brian Pitcher, of New Providence, awoke
in the middle of the night with a massive,
crushing pain in the middle of his chest.
His wife’s 911 call brought the police,
paramedics and an ambulance to his home
within five minutes.  The EMS crew
hooked Brian up to an EKG machine and
immediately began administering oxygen,

aspirin and nitroglycerin as they rushed him to the nearest hospital.  Fortunately, for
Brian, that hospital was Overlook – New Jersey’s first hospital of its kind approved to
perform emergency angioplasty for opening the blocked arteries of heart attack victims.

With the results of the EKG already in hand upon Brian’s arrival, the cardiac team at Overlook’s
Emergency Department quickly began the procedure that would save Brian’s life.

“One of the reasons we chose to live in this area was because Overlook is an excellent
hospital,” says Brian.  “I’m grateful that, 25 years later, Overlook was there for me when
I needed it most.”

When it comes to treating heart attacks, we don’t miss a beat.  Just ask Brian and more
than 200 other patients who have benefited from emergency angioplasty at Overlook
since 1999.  We hold the state record for the fastest time to treatment among hospitals
with off-site cardiac surgery capabilities.

Now, we’re improving the quality and efficiency of patient care even more with a
$15 million expansion/renovation of Overlook’s Emergency Department.  For more
information about the Overlook Hospital Foundation’s Emergency Department
Capital Campaign, please call (908) 522-2840.

“I’m alive
today because
of  Overlook
Hospital.”

DO YOU HAVE TO
GO TO COURT?

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Personal Injury Law

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ

MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARTY NIGHT...The Cliffords of Boulevard in Westfield held a fundraising
party last Saturday night in support of GOP Third Ward candidate for Town
Council, Mark Cirrocca. The pleasant evening weather encouraged a large
turnout of couples. In attendance were Mayor Gregory McDermott, several
GOP councilmen and candidates for the town council. Pictured above, left to
right are: Catherine and Dan Clifford, Mr. Cirrocca and his wife, Janet, and
former councilman Jim Capone and his wife, Annette.
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Candidate Campaign Release – District 22

Martin Marks Kicks Off
State Senate Campaign

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains’
Mayor Martin Marks kicked off his cam-
paign for the New Jersey State Senate in
Legislative District 22. The district en-
compasses the municipalities of Clark,
Dunellen, Green Brook, Fanwood, Lin-
den, Middlesex, North Plainfield,
Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch Plains, and
Winfield.

Mayor Marks has been a member of
the Scotch Plains Township Council since
1997 and became Scotch Plains’ first
elected mayor in 2000.

“There is no question that the number
one issue on the minds of citizens across
New Jersey is this state’s over reliance
on the property tax to fund municipal
and county services, and especially pub-
lic education,” stated Mayor Marks.

“Year after year every administra-
tion and every legislature, both Demo-
crat and Republican have continually

sidestepped this issue because they sim-
ply do not have the guts to make the
hard choices that matter to New
Jerseyans,” continued Mayor Marks.
“Because of this lack of political will,
New Jersey continues each year to pos-
sess the highest property taxes in the
nation without any hope in sight for our
seniors and hard working families.”

Mayor Marks has already been hard at
work knocking on doors across the dis-
trict, and property tax reform continues
to top the list of voters’ concerns.

“The citizens of this district are no
longer content with the inept status quo.
The need for an individual who will buck
the system and initiate change in Tren-
ton is now, and I am that reformer ready
for the challenge. The property tax revo-
lution begins today, and as the next state
Senator of District 22, I will lead the
charge.”

ENJOYING THE VIEW…Louis Jung, the incumbent Republican candidate
for Mayor of Fanwood, and his running mates, Council President Joel Whitaker
and Councilman David Trumpp enjoy the view from inside the addition to the
Forest Road Park recreation building that is currently under construction.

Candidate Campaign Release - Fanwood

Forest Road Park Facility
Fulfills Promise to Seniors

FANWOOD – Fanwood’s senior citi-
zens will see a wish fulfilled when an
addition to the recreation building at
Forest Road Park is completed in No-
vember.

“For years, Fanwood’s seniors have
lobbied for a meeting place, but no
space in the borough was big enough to
accommodate a group their size,” ex-
plained Mayor Louis Jung.

The Fanwood senior citizens group
lists approximately 120 members, with
70 to 80 people attending meetings each
month. The new 40-foot by 40-foot ad-
dition can accommodate approximately
100 people.

“I made a personal commitment to
the seniors during my first campaign
for mayor to make their meeting place
a reality,” added Mayor Jung, who is
seeking re-election in November. “The
Borough Council secured a $100,000

Union County Seniors Grant in 2001, a
$22,000 ADA Block Grant in 2002, and
then earmarked an additional $120,000
in this year’s capital budget to provide
the total funds needed to construct the
addition.”

The mayor and his fellow Republi-
can candidates for Borough Council,
Joel Whitaker and David Trumpp, re-
cently toured the expanded building.

Mr. Trumpp stated, “Though the new
room will be used during the day mainly
by seniors, it will also be available to all
members of the community for recre-
ational programs and as a meeting place.”

Enjoying the view of the newly refur-
bished ball fields from inside the addi-
tion, Mr. Whitaker added, “The addi-
tion further enhances the borough’s in-
vestment in Forest Road Park. It’s an
investment that benefits all residents of
Fanwood, no matter what their age.”

Rui Lu of WF Named
To Spring Dean’s List
WESTFIELD. – Rui Lu of Westfield

was named to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2003 semester at The Johns
Hopkins University.

Rui Lu is the daughter of S. Lu and
attended Westfield High School.

She is majoring in economics and is
expected to graduate in May 2006.

Paid Bulletin Board

The Fourth Annual Scarecrow
Contest Is Set At Williams Nursery

Win $500 on October 5 at Williams
Nursery’s Fourth Annual Scarecrow
Competition located at 524 Springfield
Ave., Westfield. The winners will be
determined by votes cast by the public
during the month of October.

There will be a cash prize of $500 for
first place. Gift certificates for $250 for
second place and $100 for third place
will be awarded.

“I am very excited about this event,”
says David Williams of Williams Nurs-
ery. “The contest was quite fun in the past
years, and I can’t wait to see how creative
people are this year.”  “Barbie-Q” by 
Minster Family of Union took the $500

prize last year. ”Dracula Bike” by the
Singer family of Cranford took 2nd, and
“When I was a Girl” by Nina Rosenberg
of Westfield took the 3rd prize.

This contest is open to all ages, no
purchase necessary. Individuals, school
clubs, and corporations are all invited
to enter. Entrants must be preregistered
by October 5. An entry form can be
downloaded from www.williams-
nursery.com or can be picked up from
Williams Nursery. If you’re not build-
ing a scarecrow you can still win a
prize. Each person voting is entered
into a drawing for a $50 Gift Card.Call
(908)232-4076 for further information.


