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AND ANOTHER TALENTED MARY...Fanwood
resident, Mary Hovanec, was awarded Honorable
Mention for her painting above after entering the
piece in the Scotch Plains & Fanwood Arts
Association’s Member Show.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
BRIDGE OVER POND
WATER…Christine Parker depicts
Mindowaskin Park with shorter brush
strokes in the piece above, while the
painting, pictured, below right, uses
longer brush strokes.

PORTRAIT OF AN ARTIST...During a recent Art in
Westfield Show & Sale, Westfield artist Mary Paynter,
pictured, above, posed with some of her award-win-
ning portraits.

Continued on Page 21

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – One of the true
pleasures of witnessing the labors of
art association members comes from
detecting the tremendous growth of
individual artists and the group as a
whole.

Members of the Westfield Art

Association’s (WAA) Landscape
Group have made such strides, spe-
cifically Jane Einhorn, Veronique
Zehnder Hahn, Christine Parker, Janna
Sage Peterson and Barbara Zietchick.

Evidence of their progress is clear
when visiting a September-long ex-
hibition peppering the walls of Great
Harvest Bread Company tucked near
the Westfield train station.

The display begins with an unframed
rich, red acrylic poppy by Parker that
bursts forth with inviting exuberance.
The artist brings emotions down to a
whisper in a wintry watercolor/ink piece
that almost suggests a somber prelude
to an awakening, ushered in by a mod-
est glint of sun breaking through the
bleakness of a dusty gray and azure sky.

Parker is a versatile artist who has
come a long way over the years.
However, she demonstrates the most
versatility in two separate depictions
of Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

Both paintings spotlight one of the
park’s concrete bridges. However,
the piece using shorter brush strokes
similar to those of Van Gogh has the
bridge in the distance with lush bushes
and trees near the water. Parker placed
spots of light perfectly throughout

the water. The colors didn’t scream
out from the canvas, but the brush
strokes brought the texture of the
verdant landscape to life.

Parker’s second painting of
Mindowaskin placed the bridge in
the absolute forefront of the canvas,
with a gushing fountain in the back-
ground. The brush strokes are

broader, the hues brought down
almost to a hush – a new per-
spective was born.

Admirers of Mindowaskin’s
beauty would be pleased with
both depictions.

Peterson’s pastel, almost ab-
stract landscapes continued to
prove the diversity of the exhi-
bition. Her pieces were
sprinkled throughout the dis-
play, but each was more vivid
than the next. The best tech-

nique of creating rich texture was
offered in the third piece, while the
texture might have been more inven-
tive in the second work.

To call Hahn’s contributions to the
exhibit exemplary would be an under-
statement. I was surprisingly taken
aback by the succession of multi-
colored blocks in her largest piece.
Though the geometric subject matter
is certainly nothing new, Hahn’s ap-
proach was fresh.

Using blues, browns, creams, yel-
lows and cobalt, the artist allowed
the edges of the shapes to fade past
the boundaries of the canvas, almost
drifting into the observer’s imagina-
tion. The texture Hahn employs in
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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Whether it’s na-
ture or nurture, right brain
or left brain, some theory
has to explain how creativ-
ity runs so prevalently in
certain families.

Take the Hovanecs of
Fanwood, for example.
There are at least three of
family members who are
quite gifted, with perhaps a
few more lurking in the
shadows.

The talent seems to have
it’s beginning with the ma-
triarch of the family, Mary,
who claims to have always
possessed an interest in
drawing. The natural pro-
gression of her creativity,
while it began with draw-
ing, evolved to oil paint-
ing.

Today, she works almost
exclusively in watercolors,
this current interest sparked by a
gift of a watercolor paint set she
received years ago from her
husband’s uncle.

Mary’s journey begins in
Bayonne, where she was born and
raised. She married John, and they
moved to Westfield where the young
couple started their family. John’s
work at Bell Labs (now Lucent
Technologies) transferred him to
North Carolina, where Mary found
a teacher named Florence Riddle,
and studied oils with her.

When John’s company once again
promoted him and transferred the
family back to New Jersey, the
Hovanecs settled in Fanwood,
where Mary and John remain to-
day.

Upon their return, Mary contin-
ued to nurture her love of the arts.

She heard about Howard Arnold
through her involvement (since
1966) with the Scotch Plains &

Fanwood Arts Association, and en-
rolled for lessons with this tough
teacher and talented oil painter.

While Mary claimed that she
learned much from Arnold, she re-
called with a mixture of humor and
fondness how he would “take a rag
and wipe your palette clean” if he
wasn’t pleased with your work. And
he especially didn’t like it if his
students copied from a print or a
photograph.

Arnold, who was primarily a
graphic artist, has an interesting
history of his own. Mary stated that
his grandfather was the art teacher
for England’s Queen Victoria. He
was a Dean of Art in New York
City, and after several heart at-
tacks, he scaled back and started
the classes in Fanwood at the
Franklin Bank. His own work, ac-

cording to Mary, was often mis-
taken for that of Andrew Wyeth.

John is extremely proud of his
wife. He dotingly recalls nu-
merous trips they made to
museums, and boasts that he
could have made a fortune on
Mary’s ability to duplicate
almost any famous artwork.
He still wishes that she would
pick up her oil paints again,
as this is the medium he truly
admires most, but his
“freelancing” wife has her
own agenda.

Mary and John had four
children. Peter, who has an
unusual eye for photography,
lives in Milwaukee, Wisc. and
is very active as a volunteer
for the Milwaukee Art Mu-
seum (MAM).

In fact, he was recently ac-
knowledged at the MAM’s
stockholder’s meeting where
he received a Service Award
for his volunteer efforts, in-

cluding photographing special
events, fundraising, and serving on
various committees.

When Peter learned, last year,
about the MAM’s calendar compe-
tition, he entered one of his photo-
graphs, and won. His work is dis-
played on the October 2003 page of
their annual calendar.

This “hobby,” as Peter calls it,
blossomed when he acquired his first
Nikon camera in the early 90s. Peter
started by developing and printing
his own photographs, inspired by a
friend who is a professional photog-
rapher. Although Peter is also profi-
cient in the use of digital cameras,
his Nikon is his baby.

As if this weren’t enough talent for
one family, there is Peter’s sister,
Joan, a stained-glass artist living in
Virginia. Joan creates one-of-a-kind
lamps, and has won awards for her
work.

So, how does one family manage
to corner the creativity market? I
have a feeling that John, the proud
father and husband, would have the
best answer to that question.
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First Place, Scotch Plains &
Fanwood Arts Association Mem-
bers Show.

Second Place, Scotch Plains &
Fanwood Arts Association Mem-
bers Show.

“Betsy” by Mary Paynter won “Best
in Show” in a county exhibit.

“Ginny,” Oil on Linen, 36” x 36”

By Mary Paynter

By Mary Paynter
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A man’s head stuck in the mouth of a furious crocodile. Cops wrestling
a vagrant hopped up on heroine to the ground of a trailer park. The Polar
Bear Cam on Animal Planet. After the dinner dishes have been dried and
shelved, my father will hunt for the remote control like a grizzly stalking
a batch of salmon swimming upstream, just so he can watch programs

with such content.
When that thin gray
box full of buttons gets
into his clutches,
there’s no letting go.

That is, until mom
gets in the room.

Usually, I’m on her
side. The goal is to get
the remote away from
dad long enough to
watch something every-
one can agree on. One
quality program with a
plot and some charac-

ters, preferably not being arrested or yelling “Bam!” when they’ve been fed
artery-clogging entrees.

It wasn’t until one night, when my father introduced me to “American
Chopper” on the Discovery Channel, that my fascination with reality
television and his love for most things machismo caused us to bond. And
the son, Paulie Teutel, Jr., wasn’t too hard on the female eyes either. Like
a bolt from the blue, we were melded – like the frame of a hot-riding Harley.

Based at Orange County Choppers (OCC) in Orange County, N.Y.,
the surprise hit, “American Chopper,” revolves around the boundless
creativity and comedic stubbornness of razor-edged dad, Paul Teutel,
Sr., and the willful wisecracking Junior or “Paulie.” With the devoted

Continued on Page 21

VROOM, VROOM...Paul Teutel, Jr. and Paul
Teutel, Sr. of “American Choppers.”

The Discovery Channel
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A Westfield resi-
dent for 20 years, artist Mary Paynter
is the talented wife and mother of
two children, who comes from a
family where art has always been
a passion.

Her great uncle Charles
Herbert Moore started the School
of Art and Architecture at
Harvard University, where he
was a professor. His brother,
Paynter’s great-grandfather, was
a portrait painter and illustrator
in New York City. Her great aunt,
who studied with Georgia
O’Keefe at Columbia Univer-
sity, painted until she lost her
eyesight at the age of 95.

Locally, Paynter’s sister,
Libby Reid of Westfield, is a
cartoonist, illustrator and pub-
lished author and Paynter’s hus-
band, Rick, a former art direc-
tor, now owns his own video
production company.

The family genes are artisti-
cally blessed as Paynter has quite
a fascinating career of her own.
She has been the recipient of
countless awards, including the
prestigious People’s Choice
Award from the DuCret School
of Art in Plainfield.

Most recently, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders hon-
ored her for her entry in the county-
run exhibition.

A sketch artist and painter, she is
passionate about portraiture and oil
painting. She began her formal art
training in the field of illustration at
Virginia Commonwealth University
in Richmond. Later, she went on to
study at the Art Center College of
Design in Los Angeles where she
met her husband.

During her earlier years of study-
ing, it became increasingly clear to
Paynter that the human form and
figure was deeply fascinating and
this led her to focus almost exclu-
sively on portraiture. She paints in

the classical tradition in both oil and
pastel.

A genuine artist knows that one’s
studies never truly end, so Paynter
continues her studies to this day,

most recently with renowned artist
Paul McCormick of DuCret.

Paynter told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that McCormick has been
a great influence on her, teaching
her to make more dramatic portraits
by painting her darks a bit darker
and her lights a bit lighter. It sounds
simple, yet this subtle suggestion
has made a huge difference in her
work.

Paynter also continues to study the
techniques and methods of the old
masters as she feels there is always
something to learn. One of her favor-
ite painters is Johannes Vermeer.

As a teenager living near the Na-
tional Gallery of Art in Washington,

D.C., she used to love to visit his
work, particularly a simple portrait
of a woman wearing a red hat. Learn-
ing from Vermeer, she now likes to
set her subjects near a window utiliz-

ing only natural lighting.
As if being a wife, mother,

and fulltime painter were not
hard enough, Paynter also
volunteers her time to a won-
derful organization entitled
Care for Caregivers, which
brings art into the homes of
people who are house bound
by illness or disability. She
will paint or sketch for the
people she visits, whatever
they request.

This past July, she also
taught a course entitled
“Drawing and Sketching,”
which was part of the College
for Kids program of Union
County College. Working
with the children was amaz-
ing, as their levels of energy
and focus ranged all over the
map. She exposed her stu-
dents to drawing techniques
she herself learned in art
school, including gesture
drawing, contour drawing and
proportions of the face and
body.

Both of Paynter’s daugh-
ters are also passionate about the
theater, a different form of art, but
a wonderful form just the same.
They have been active with the
Westfield Young Artists’ Coopera-
tive Theater (WYACT), and Paynter
herself has jumped on board sev-
eral times, helping the wonderful
troupe paint scenery and design
posters.

Her advice to aspiring artists is to
follow your dream and work hard.
Realistically, however, she admits
that having something to fall back on
is not a bad idea.

Paynter will offer quick charcoal
portraits on Saturday, October 11, at
the Westfield Art Association Side-
walk Art Show and Sale.
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens, Adults . . .
All Levels Welcome

FALL SESSION NOW FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield
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Class size is kept small to 

ensure each student receives the 

individual attention necessary to 

build performance skills as well 

as enhance self confidence.
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Introducing two new classes for 2004
Fairy Tales, Folklore, and Fables

For children 6-10
Advanced Audition Prep

Monologue and audition prep for high school, college, or 
theater auditions

908-233-3622 or 908-654-3899 

aps885@comcast.net

romefestival@yahoo.com

P.O. Box 1445 Mountainside, NJ 07092 

At American Performance Studios
Our students gain: Self confidence, self discipline, self esteem,

And most importantly,

A love of performing to last a Lifetime!


