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EGAN, TOMASSO, NUSSE SELECTED TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Boys Are Loaded
With ‘Soccer First’ Athletes

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Athleticism has never been a spar-
sity with the Westfield High School
(WHS) boys soccer teams this past
decade. The Blue Devils have had
several fine wrestlers, lacrosse play-
ers and track standouts, who also
played soccer. This year, the all-
around athleticism still exists, but
there seems to be something a bit
different.

“We normally have a lot of ath-
letes who also play soccer. This year,
like the old days, we have a lot of
soccer players who can do some-
thing else,” declared Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner.

Two of those all-around athletes,
seniors Brendan Egan and Lee
Tomasso, will share the duties of
team tri-captains with senior Jeff
Nusse, and another fine athlete, se-
nior Brian Pirot, is ready to secure
the goalkeeping duties.

“Brendan Egan runs track and is
phenomenal. Tomasso is a great wres-
tler. Brian Pirot is a great lacrosse
goalie. I could go down the list, but I
would be missing somebody, guaran-
teed,” said Kapner. “But, what is dif-
ferent this year is that we have soccer
first and lots of them who have been
focused on this year for the last three
years. We are a senior dominated
team. If we stay healthy and get a little
luck, we have the potential to win
some championships.”

Kapner, in his 13th year as boys
soccer Head Coach, has been with the
school system 28 years and also
coached boys tennis, girls soccer and
swimming. He will be seeking his
700th career victory when they host
East Brunswick at Tamaques Elemen-
tary School field on Saturday, Sep-
tember 13 at 10 a.m. Only Gary Kehler,
former WHS Athletic Director, foot-
ball, wrestling and golf coach, has the
most WHS victories with 731. Kehler
totaled 171 victories in football, 231
in wrestling and 329 in golf.

In this senior dominated squad,
Egan will occupy the sweeper posi-
tion, Tomasso will continue as striker,
Nusse will occupy the defensive half-
back position and Pirot, who will
start in goal, will get added support
from backup goalie junior Jeff
Greenwall.

“Jeff is so good, that I could end up
splitting time,” mentioned Kapner.

Seniors Matt Sofka will play stop-
per and Matt McManus will play
right fullback.

“Left fullback is up for grabs at the
moment,” but senior Mike Huber
and freshman Chris Mattes may,
“have the inside track” for the posi-
tion, according to Kapner.

Starting outside halfbacks will be
senior Alex Barrett and sophomore
Tom Taylor. The second set of outside
halfbacks may be senior Matt Rowe
and, possibly, Huber. Junior Billy
Schoenbach will play offensive half-

back and junior Brady Lau, along
with Tomasso, will be the strikers.

“We are going to score some goals,”
expressed Kapner. “Not just those
two, but Billy has a nose for the goal.
Nusse has buried half a dozen 30-to-
40-yard goals in scrimmages. Egan
has become one of our potent offen-
sive forces last year and our outside
halfbacks are really strikers in dis-
guise.”

After East Brunswick, Westfield
will host rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on Monday, September 15 at 4 p.m.

“We are happy with every aspect
of the game. Based on doing this for
many, many years, we really believe
we have every piece of the puzzle.
We have to stay healthy and play
smart. We know the rules and they
are not to be breaking any of them,”
concluded Kapner.

BREZNITSKY, HESSEMER SELECTED CO-CAPTAINS

Raider Soccer Boys Feel They
Have the Right ‘Chemistry’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team under Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky has always
seemed to have the proper formula
for success. Since Breznitsky
grabbed the helm, the Raiders have
amassed 462 victories – fourth
among New Jersey soccer coaches –
17 Watchung Conference titles, 10
Section 2, Group 3 titles and seven
Group 3 state championships to go
with the nine Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) crowns. Last year, the
Raiders finished 16-2-3 and won
their third-straight (UCT) title

The Raiders graduated 10 seniors
– six starters – last year, including
goalkeeper Ricky Fleissner, who re-
corded 15 shutouts and ceded just 11
goals. The vacancy promises to be a
challenging position to fill. How-
ever, this year, the team, after return-
ing from a 10-day stay in Holland,
coach Breznitsky feels the Raiders
also have the right “chemistry”.

“One of the major positives about
this particular group is that we have
excellent team chemistry,” stated
Breznitsky. “There was tremendous
camaraderie that was made even bet-
ter on our trip to Holland. Everybody
plays for each other. There aren’t any
individuals.”

Defensively, the Raiders have been
looking very stubborn, allowing only
two goals in their games in Holland,
which included competition against
a professional, 17-year-old team
called Fortuna Sittard.

“The Fortuna Sittard game was a
good earmark as far as our poten-
tial,” commented Breznitsky. “We
have a reasonable number of players
returning. From our trip we took to
Holland for 10 days, we got a pretty
good idea where we stand as far as
who is going to play where.

Standout seniors, midfielder Ryan
Breznitsky and center back Mike
Hessemer, have been named Co-Cap-
tains. Also playing in the backfield
will be junior center back Billy

Albizati, senior Ricardo Arocha and
junior Greg Leischner. Sophomores
Joe Jacoby or Jeff Bell will probably
“fill one of the outside positions if
not one of the midfield positions,”
said Breznitsky.

Ryan Breznitsky and junior
Terrence Charles will fill the center
midfield and junior Casey Hoynes-
Oconnor will play left midfielder.

Senior Jaime Mannino may vie for a
midfield position.

“Right now, we are searching for a
right midfielder but it will be one of
the guys we don’t use in the back,”
said Breznitsky who added, “We are
especially strong up the middle with
Ryan and Terrence, Mike Hessemer
and Billy Albizati.”

The Raiders will be tough up front
with senior Ed Zazzali and junior
Sean McNelis, and with junior AJ
Appezzato and senior Josh Kay get-

ting a lot of playing time. The
goalkeeping position has been a
tossup between last year’s JV keeper
Nick Bruno, junior Chris Huether
and freshman Brian Meredith.

“Meredith and Huether went on the
trip to Holland and both showed con-
siderably good stuff. Meredith is very,
very talented with a wealth of club
experience,” Breznitsky pointed out.

“All the ingredients are there to
have as good a year as last year, if not
better, but there are a lot of intan-
gibles that come into play. You have
to stay healthy. You have to catch
some breaks here and there,” said
Breznitsky. “I feel we are going to
surprise some people who might feel
because of graduating some kids who
have been with the program for sev-
eral years that we might be down a
notch. But I don’t particularly see
that to be the case.”

David B. Corbin (2002 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING HIGHER HEIGHTS TO GET A HEADER...Blue Devil junior Brendan Egan, No. 19, leaps higher than the
rest and heads the ball down field. Teammate Billy Schultz, No. 3, also leaps toward the action (November 8, 2002).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL SOCCER TRI-CAPTAINS…Seniors Brendan Egan, left, Lee
Tomasso, center, and Jeff Nusse will guide a strong, “soccer first” team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER SOCCER CO-CAPTAINS…Seniors Ryan Breznitsky, left, and Mike
Hessemer look to guide the Raider boys to a successful soccer season. The
Raiders appear to have good team chemistry.
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 OCTOBER OCCUPANCY 

 

WESTFIELD Construction  is almost completed on this  new  colonial  in
Westfield’s  newest  neighborhood. This  home  features  nine  foot ceilings  and
hardwood floors on  the first floor,  family room  with fireplace,  master  suite
with sitting  room,  master bath  with raised platform  whirlpool  tub and  stall
shower,  two zone heat  and air, gourmet kitchen with granite counter tops & an
open front porch for your enjoyment on those warm summer nights.       $679,900. 

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA 

WESTFIELD   New homes priced from  $599,900 
WESTFILED   New Victorian styled colonial $679.000 
WESTFIELD   New six bedroom colonial  $859,900 
WESTFIELD   Cul-de-sac w/6 homes from  $969,900 
WESTFIELD   2 new homes .4 acre lots from $999,900 
 SCOTCH PLAINS  New cul-de-sac w/6 homes  $699,900  

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage 

needs Call ERA Mortgage
 at 888-421-3813

 16 Offices 
Throughout New Jersey

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CRANFORD $449,000 FANWOOD     $309,000 EDISON $539,000

FANWOOD $424,000

WESTFIELD $569,900

SCOTCH PLAINS     $439,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $325,000

WESTFIELD     $369,000 WESTFIELD $729,000

Fabulous English Colonial offers 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths, 1st floor
Family Room with sliders to deck, fireplace in Living Room, Formal
Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen and much more.

A commuter’s dream!  Spacious Cape Cod, across from park, offers 3-4
Bedrooms and 2 full baths, newer roof, windows, hot water heater and
furnace.  Close to town, schools and transportation.

Luxury living at the”Enclave”. this end unit Townhouse offers 8
rooms and includes 3 Bedrooms, loft, 2.5 baths, Family Room
with gas fireplace, brick patio, professionally landscpaed property,
fabulous decor and many other special features.

Old world grace with modern conveniences is offered in this 1860’s
Farmhouse Colonial that features 8 rooms and includes 4
Bedrooms, 1.1 baths, Eat-In Kitchen, hardwood floors, moldings,
boxed/framed windows, enclosed porch, Family Room with
fireplace, Living Room, new roof, full bath, cedar fence, front steps/
railing, driveway and windows.

Cream puff Cape Cod offers 6 rooms & includes 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths,
“French Provencal” Kitchen, Living Room with wood burning fireplace and
crown molding, Dining Room with bay window and crown molding,
“California” style walk-in closet, fenced yard with deck, CAC, great
neighborhood with many recent updates.

Built with pride!  This 3 Bedroom, 1930’s classic Colonial radiates
thoughtful quality.  You’ll appreciate special touches like
handcrafted trim, stained glass windows, French doors, fireplace
and bookcases.  Located close to highway, schools and town, this
spacious home is a real value.

Take one look and fall in love with this charming Colonial, offering
open front porch, 5 Bedrooms, stone fireplace in Living Room,
huge country Kitchen and deck overlooking park-like grounds.

Wonderful Cape Cod home located in a quiet street offers a newer Eat-In
Kitchen, roof and vinyl siding.  Also includes large, first floor Family Room
overlooking a pretty rear yard, spacious storage area and oversized garage.

Move right in to this 4 Bedroom Colonial where the charm begins
as soon as you step up onto the front porch.  Leaded glass windows,
fireplace in Living Room, hardwood floors, columns and moldings,
Eat-In Kitchen and a 3rd floor office enhance the desirability of
this home with newly landscaped property.  Close to schools, town
and transportation.


