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WICKS, RUCINSKY, YARUSI NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Young Blue Devil Girls Expect
Fine Field Hockey Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the exception of several re-
turning faces, this year’s Westfield High
School starting varsity field hockey
team will be sporting a much younger
look. Although lacking extensive ex-
perience and with last years forwards
gone, the major concern will be the
creation of a new defense alignment.

The good news is that Head Coach
Maggie McFadden entering into her
21st year, will be there to direct

them. “I think there is some potential
out here,” said McFadden. “As the
season goes along, I believe we are
going to get better. It depends on how
we start out. Last year, we started out
with some extremely tough competi-
tion. Out of the first six teams we
played, five of them were ranked in
the top 20. We don’t quite have that
same opening, so hopefully it gives
us a chance to put a couple of wins
under our belt before we approach
the tougher part of our schedule.”

Three senior captains will lead the
young Blue Devils. Christene Wicks
will play defensive back, Meridith
Rucinsky will play forward and
Ashley Yarusi will occupy the
midfield position.

“Everyone is looking forward to
playing very hard and I believe we
will have a very positive season,”
said Yarusi.

According to Rucinsky the Blue
Devils will return just five returning
players, four seniors and one junior,
while the balance of the girls will be
new.

Asked if there may be an improve-
ment in last years’ 6-7-3 record,
Wicks replied, “We have a lot of
young players this year, so we are
going to rebuild and hope to have a
winning season.”

Offensively, the forward line will
try to establish quickness with play-
ers in positions that can really handle
the ball well, according to McFadden.
Yarusi and Rucinsky have the expe-
rience and will be inclined to take the
shot when they have it as opposed to
looking to pass it or dump it off, so
look out for them.

“The game plan is to score goals.
That’s my game plan,” said
McFadden. “I want kids who are
aggressive and who are not afraid to
shoot when they have a shot. Too
often, I had players who wanted to
make that one extra move.”

Defensively, The Blue Devils will
have several experienced backfield
players who will have to play good
defense in order to stay in the game.

“It does not always constitute op-
portunities on the forward line, be-
cause you still require scorers and
people who are willing to get up there,
move around the circle and take shots.
It’s nice to have a nice strong midfield
at defense knowing that you can stay
in a 1-0 game or 0-0 game and not
have to worry about getting blown
out,” said McFadden. “Once you get
three or four goals scored against you
in a hockey game, it’s really a difficult
obstacle to overcome. If we can keep
it close and I believe goalkeeper Jen
Frost who played a little bit of varsity
last year, will do a really nice job with
that, keeping us in games. It’s not
young in a sense that I’m worried
about getting blown out. I think we
have a shot at winning in every game
we play. We had that last year, which
was nice. We just didn’t score the
goals. That’s going to be the differ-
ence maker this year”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five, of last year’s seven starters
returning, adds up to good news for
the Westfield High School girls ten-
nis team. Although, recapturing the
Union County (UC) crown and sec-
tional title will be difficult, the Blue
Devils expect to be well in the mix.

Last year, Kent Place narrowly
defeated the Blue Devils for the UC
crown and, “the year before that, we
won by one point. It’s been tough the
last few years,” Ed Tirone, in his
ninth year as Blue Devil Head Coach,
pointed out.

In the UC finals last year, the Blue
Devils had representatives in four of
the five slots and came out with two
winners – Jessica Bender, then a fresh-
man (third singles) and second doubles
players, Emily Sharpe, then a senior,
and Lauren Steller, then a junior. Ali
Bennett, who has graduated, placed
second at second singles and Katherine
Kielar and Michelle Morawski placed
second at first singles.

This year, seniors Danielle
Coleman, who competed at first
singles, Kielar and Steller have been
named team captains.

“Five of our key players are back
and we have a lot of good freshmen
coming up who are doing pretty well,”
said Coleman. “Kent Place lost their
first doubles team but they still have
their first singles player.”

As of September 5, all positions
were up for grabs, although each of
the returning veterans will most likely
fill a varsity slot. “With the rain, it’s
been a week since we practiced,”
said Tirone. “Just because they are
old hands, everything is new this
year. It would be dumb not to expect
them to be in the mix. They are, but

what order, that depends on how
hard they worked and how much
they improved this year.”

“Danielle! I don’t expect her not to
be playing first or second (singles)
and the same thing with Jessica
Bender. She played third singles last
year and I expect her to be involved
also. But, I don’t know whoever won
last year will again win this year.
That is why we are having these
challenge matches.”

Tirone added, “Kielar, Morawski,

Lisa Aliche and Steller are all in the
mix and we have a couple of fresh-
men (Nikki Reich and Lane Maloney)
also. We have eight girls for seven
positions, at least to start with, then
we have the rest of the team to com-
pete for doubles.”

As to his expectations within the
Watchung Conference and the
county, Tirone pointed out, “Our
conference is not a strong confer-
ence. After Scotch Plains, there is
not a great deal of competition. I
don’t remember a time when we
haven’t won the conference. In the
counties, Summit, Kent Place, Oak
Knoll and ourselves are the top teams.

With reference to the sectional
tournament, he said, “We’ve had a
tough time getting out of our section

the last few years. A few years back,
we won our sections and the Group 4
championship but, since then,
Livingston and, last year, Randolph
knocked us out. They are always
good. They have a JV program, which
Westfield doesn’t have. They have
two sets of teams being trained, but
we can compete with them. Hope-
fully we can do something this year.”

On September 8, the Blue Devils
opened with a, 4-1, victory over
Immaculata and were to play Morris
Catholic on September 10. “They
were two additions to our schedule,
so that is why we were pressed for
time,” said Tirone.

Winners against Immaculata were:
Coleman (first singles), Reich (sec-
ond singles), Kieler and Morowski
(first doubles) and Steller and
Maloney (second doubles)

The Blue Devils will get their first
real challenge when they travel to
Summit on September 17 to play
Kent Place.

COLEMAN, KIELAR, STELLER NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Net Girls Expect
To Be Well Within the Mix

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Kelcey & Edwards,
Professional Engineers; 229 Madison
Avenue; P.O. Box 1936; Morristown, New
Jersey 07962-1936

NATURE OF SERVICE: To investigate,
consult and recommend possible improve-
ment and/or replacement of the Township
emergency and safety radio tower at the
south side fire house.

DURATION: Until completion of service.
AMOUNT: $3,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 9/11/03, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Stanton, Hughes, Diana, Cerra,
Mariani & Margello, PC; 10 Madison
Avenue; Morristown, New Jersey 07960

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel in the matter of
Lonergan et al v. Township of Scotch Plains
et al

DURATION: Until Completion of service.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $2,000. to be

applied toward fees and costs for services.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 9/11/03, The Times Fee: $18.36

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TRI-CAPTAINS…Katherine Kieler, left, Lauren Steller, center,
and Danielle Coleman have been selected Tri-Captains of the Westfield girls
tennis team.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLANNING TO SCORE GOALS! The Blue Devil field hockey team aims to
have a fine season with tri-captains, pictured, left to right, Meridith Rucinsky,
Christene Wicks, Blue Devil Head Coach Maggie McFadden and Ashley Yarusi
to guide them.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033

Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2002, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $529,900 Westfield                                                   $489,000

Edison $369,900 Westfield                                                   $529,000 Westfield                                                   $639,900

Well maintained colonial.  7 rooms, 1.1 baths, fireplace, enclosed porch
and many updated and outstanding features.  WSF2742

Spacious 7 room colonial in Washington school area.  3 bedrooms,
2.1 baths, living room with fireplace, den, screened porch & more.
WSF2761

Exceptionally large split with master suite, 2.1 baths, cathedral ceil-
ing, eat-in kitchen, family room, rec room, office.  WSF2706

Timberline-End unit.  3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, fireplace, den, sliders to
decks, new kitchen, updated baths.  Move-in condition.  WSF2755

748 HARDING ST.  Looking for property?  Large family room & deck
overlooking deep yard.  DIR: E Broad, Wells, Harding.  WSF2537

Rare opportunity.  Cowperthwaite Square townhomes are hard to come
by.  2 bedrooms, 2.1baths, eat-in kitchen, garage.  WSF2524

Westfield                                                   $425,000

Barbara Callahan
Sales Associate

-stated Michael Scott, Manager

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
thers expect more.O

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555
908-301-2886 (direct line)
www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Coldwell Banker Mortgage: (Toll Free) 1-888-317-5416
ConciergeTM Service: 1-800-353-9949

Congratulations
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ExcellenceExcellence
★ ★★★★

“Barbara is committed to the highest standards of professionalism,
integrity and service and is consistently a high achiever.”
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