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Alicia Shupak
Math Teacher, Grade 7

Terrill Middle School, Scotch Plains

Alisa Shupak

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 24
Hometown: Originally from New

City, N.Y., Mrs. Shupak got married
last April and lives with her husband
in Hillsborough.

Education: Mrs. Shupak attended
The University of
Maryland in College
Park, Md., where she
earned a degree in
Mathematics Educa-
tion, which certified
that she could teach
between sixth and
12th grades. She is
currently working on
her Masters Degree
in Educational Ad-
ministration at
Rutgers University.

Previous Experi-
ence: Before taking
her post at Terrill
Middle School in 2001, she was a
student teacher, instructing calculus
and trigonometry to middle and high
school students in Maryland. Terrill
hired her fresh out of college.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: One particular activity, “Math
Baseball” encourages students to fo-
cus on the subject at hand before taking
a test in the classroom the next day.
One of the students takes his/her place
on a “base” and when they answer the
questions correctly, the whole team of
students is cheering and rooting for
them to achieve the “home run.” “They
look forward to their tests because they
are excited about studying the day
before,” said Mrs. Shupak.

What I Love About the School
District: The district’s goal to main-
tain small class sizes is important
because the often difficult subject
matter of mathematics makes it vital
to reach each child individually, said
the teacher. The school district also
provides laptop computers for stu-
dents to incorporate technology and
school subjects. For example, the

availability of laptops made it pos-
sible for Mrs. Shupak’s students to
use a computer application called
“The Geometer’s Sketchpad” in or-
der to hone their geometry skills.

Favorite Topic to Teach: Mrs.
Shupak enjoys geometry the most
because she is also interested in art.

She said that if she
did not choose to be
a math teacher, she
might have opted to
teach art. By using
geometry tools such
as a compass and
protractor, she said,
shapes and forms
come alive as they
would in art design.

The Future of
Education in
America… “Work-
ing here, it definitely
seems like it is going
in a positive direc-

tion. I see my students definitely start
to improve over the past three years
that I have been here,” said Mrs.
Shupak of her experience at Terrill.

My Goals as an Educator…“My
goal is definitely to see every one of
the students in my class to succeed
and to incorporate technology into
the classroom,” she said. While at-
tending college, she noticed that more
male students than female students
attended the courses. She hopes to
balance out that ratio. Mrs. Shupak
also hopes to continue integrating other
school subjects with math. For ex-
ample, she joined an English teacher
at Terrill School in inviting math pro-
fessors and professionals came from
state colleges and universities for the
students to interview about their work.
Not only did the pupils learn inter-
viewing skills, but they also obtained
first-hand knowledge of math and a
career in mathematics from experts.

Home Life…Mrs. Shupak and her
husband, Lonnie, have calculated the
future carefully and hope to have
kids someday.

Teachers Trained, Welcomed
In Westfield Public Schools

WESTFIELD – A total of 67 new
teachers and one new administrator
began the school year in Westfield Pub-
lic Schools.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley welcomed the new instruc-
tors during a New Teacher Orientation
Breakfast on August 28, and noted that
the new teachers were selected from
over 1,000 applications.

Bachelor degrees are held by 53 per-
cent of the new hires, while 47 percent
of the employees hold masters degrees.
Seven of the teachers are Westfield High
School graduates.

Dr. Foley told the new staff, “The
opportunity to be our best is always
there.”

Board of Education President Arlene
Gardner told the new teachers that
Westfield is a very supportive commu-
nity with an excellent school system.

“With your help,” she said, “we will
continue that excellent reputation.”

Calling the working relations be-
tween the teaching staff, school board
and administration “excellent,”
Michael Seiler, President of the
Westfield Education Association, told
the new hires that they have “the power
to build and mold young minds” and to
be sensitive to the fact that they also
“teach by example.”

The new teachers completed a three-
day orientation program as part of the
Westfield Teacher Institute, focusing
on classroom management, home-
school partnership, special education
and becoming familiar with their school
building and staff.

The new teaching staff for the
Westfield Public Schools, as of Septem-
ber 2, includes: Michael Altmann,
Edison Intermediate School (EIS),
Drama; Marc Biunno, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School (RIS)/EIS; Christine
Bonavita, Franklin Elementary, Grade
3; Nikki Bonfanti, Franklin, Grade 2;
John Borja, Tamaques Elementary,
Grade 5; Laura Brucia, Franklin, Grade
1; Catherine Capuzzi, Westfield High
School (WHS), Math; Victoria Coppolo,
Franklin, Grade 1; Patricia Corcoran,
Franklin, Kindergarten; Marie Coveney,
Wilson Elementary, Art; Staci Cramer,
Franklin, Grade 1; Lara Crifo, WHS,
Special Education; and Keri Cullen,
Jefferson Elementary, Grade 2.

Other new hires include Mark Daniel,
EIS, Special Education; Jeremy Davies,

WHS, English; Robert Ebert, WHS,
Social Studies; Osayiuware Ebose,
WHS, Special Education; Karen
Fowler, Franklin, Grade 5; Gina Fox,
RIS, Science; Judy Gale, Wilson, Ba-
sic Skills; Jaime-Lyn Garnecki, Wil-
son, Grade 5; Marilyn Gonzalez, RIS,
Spanish; Marybeth Herits; McKinley
Elementary; Counselor; Kenneth Horn,
EIS, Music; Mabel Huynh, WHS, Sci-
ence; Tricia Iannuzzi, WHS, Social
Studies and Jessica Johnson,
McKinley/Franklin, Social Worker.

Additional new teachers include:
Malgorzata Kaczynski, WHS, Math;
Christina Kanson, WHS, Spanish; Jodi
Klimko, Special Services, Learning
Consultant; Megan Laconte,

Tamaques, Grade 4; Nancy Latimer,
WHS, Media Specialist; Marc Lazarow,
EIS, English; Kay Leavy, RIS, Music;
Katie Leone, McKinley, Grade 3; Chris-
tina Loccke, WHS, English; John
Luccarelli, Jefferson/Wilson; Health
and Physical Education; Laura
Mancini, RIS, English and Elizabeth
Marat, WHS, French.

Other new employees include: Karen
Marcus, EIS/RIS, Gifted and Talented;
Robert Maver, EIS, Social Studies; Kelly
McDonald, Wilson, Grade 3; Tina McIn-
tosh, RIS, Special Education; Jessica
Mennella, Special Services, Speech/Lan-
guage; Anthony Meyers, WHS, Math;
Ann Minski, McKinley, Grade 3; Eileen
Moran, EIS, Nurse; Katie Mortenson,
McKinley, Grade 5; Susan Orben, Spe-
cial Services, Occupational Therapist;
Jacqueline Pardon, Special Services,
Speech/Language; Christopher Primiano,
WHS, Social Studies; James Rowan,
WHS, Latin, and Kimberly Rusert,
McKinley, Gifted and Talented.

Additional employees include: Chris-
tine Schiller, RIS, Math; Jaime
Schnirman, Jefferson/Washington El-
ementary, Counselor; Stanley Schwartz,
Franklin/Wilson, Music; Nina Sesenko,
Washington, Grade 3; Kim Shepcaro,
Franklin, Special Education; Robyn
Solomon, WHS, Guidance; Elizabeth
Soriero, Washington, Grade 3; Krista
Stefanski, WHS, Special Education;
Timothy Stumbers, WHS, Art; Emily
Style, WHS, English; Christopher
Tafelski, WHS, Science; Gabrielle
Talley, EIS/Elementary, Spanish, and
Bonita Upton, WHS, English.

The new administrator is Catherine
Hollinger, Assistant Principal of RIS.

COFFEE AND NEW COLLEAGUES…Pictured above are the new teachers
who attended the district’s Welcome Coffee on September 3. Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley told the teachers, “Together we can make Westfield
an even better school district.”

Back-to-School Nights in WF
To Be Held Through October
WESTFIELD – Several Back-to-

School Nights have been scheduled
throughout the Westfield public school
district during the months of Septem-
ber and October as follows.

Wednesday, September 10
Washington Elementary School,

Kindergarten and Grade 1, 7:30 to 8:30
p.m.;

Monday, September 15
Washington School, Grade 5, 7 to 8

p.m.;
Wednesday, September 17

Franklin Elementary School, Kin-
dergarten to Grade 2, 7 p.m.;

Thursday, September 18
Franklin School, Grades 3 to 5, 7

p.m.;
Jefferson Elementary School, Morn-

ing Kindergarten and Grades 1 and 2,
7:30 to 8 p.m.;

Jefferson School, Afternoon Kinder-
garten and Grades 3 to 5, 8:15 to 8:45 p.m.;

McKinley Elementary School,
Morning Kindergarten, Transitional
Kindergarten, and Grades 1 and 2, cof-
fee at 7 p.m., meetings start at 7:15
p.m.;

McKinley School, Afternoon Kin-
dergarten and Grades 3 to 5, 8:15 p.m.

Tamaques Elementary School, Kin-
dergarten to Grade 2, 7:30 p.m.;

Tamaques School, Grades 3 to 5,
8:15 p.m.

Washington Elementary School,
Grades 2 to 4, 7 to 9 p.m.;

Wilson Elementary School, Kinder-
garten to Grade 2, 7 to 7:45 p.m.

Wilson School, Grades 3 to 5, 8 to
8:45 p.m.;

Thursday, September 25
Westfield High School, 7:30 p.m.;

Tuesday, September 30
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 7 p.m.;

Wednesday, October 1
Edison Intermediate School, 7 p.m.

Orientation for Ninth Graders,
Their Parents Planned at WHS

The weekly column written by local high school students
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WESTFIELD — A special evening
orientation for ninth grade students
and their parents will be held at
Westfield High School (WHS) on
Wednesday, September 17, at 7:30
p.m.

This program, which was inaugu-
rated at the beginning of the 2002-
2003 school year, will take place in
the WHS auditorium.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix
stated, “This program, which was very
well received when we presented it for
the first time last fall, was designed to
help ease the transition to the high
school from the intermediate school
for our students and their parents.”

Highlights of the orientation ses-
sion will include short presentations
by curricular supervisors who will
explain academic expectations at the
high school level; the assistant princi-
pals who will present the school’s
philosophy of discipline and behav-

ioral expectations; the Director of
Guidance who will describe available
guidance and counseling services; and
the Student Assistance Counselor who
will discuss supportive services.

In addition, a WHS parent will share
her experiences as a parent of a typical
high school student; current WHS stu-
dents will reflect on their transition to
WHS; and a faculty member will offer
his perspectives as a teacher and par-
ent.

The Parent-Teacher Student Orga-
nization president will also provide an
overview of this year’s monthly meet-
ings.

“I urge all freshmen parents and
their ninth graders to attend this im-
portant orientation,” noted Dr. Petix.
“It will provide both students and their
parents with a better understanding of
expectations at the high school and
will serve as a springboard for further
discussion at home.”
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Adult School Starts Semester;
‘Great Discussions’ Series Set
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Adult School will begin its fall 2003
semester on Monday, September 22, at
Westfield High School (WHS).

The semester will run for eight weeks,
through November 24. No classes will
be held on October 6 or 13.

The school is offering 80 courses in
a full range of subjects, including arts
and crafts, business, cooking, dance,
financial management, languages,
music, travel and personal health.

Complete course information is in
the catalog, on the website,
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool, or
by calling (908) 232-4050.

Registration will continue through
the semester, as some courses are for
only one or two weeks. Registration
is by mail and forms are available in
the catalog or on the website. Costs
vary by class.

New courses offered this year in-
clude some specialized crafts and cook-
ing courses, genealogy, “Great Discus-
sions,” Japanese language, music ap-
preciation and bird watching.

“Great Discussions 2003” is a new
course sponsored by the Westfield Area
League of Women Voters and led by
top experts in the state in the fields of
transportation, energy, public policy,
and government.

Several of the experts are in
Westfield, including Martin Robins,
Director of the Voorhees Transporta-
tion Policy Institute at Rutgers; John
McCloskey, Hillcrest Associates con-
sultant and telephone company ex-
pert; Garland “Bud” Boothe, former
Westfield Mayor; John Castellano,
Westfield Fire Chief; Bob Sherr,
Health Officer; and Dennis Kinsella,
American Red Cross Executive.

Great Discussion topics, which are
of interest to anyone living in New
Jersey, include state transportation is-
sues, energy deregulation, understand-
ing telephone competition, Land Use
policies and proposals, emergency plan-
ning for communities, and the “nuts
and bolts” of municipal government.

This course is $15 per session, or
$50 for six sessions.

Much Ado About Nothing:
When Writer’s Block Strikes

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

My first reminder of the world of
school and responsibility came last
Thursday.

Blissfully, school had been post-
poned, and I had five more days of
carefree happiness and time to frolic
in the sun with the sand between my
toes. All I actually did was sleep late
and watch television, but it was nice to
know I could do something nice if I
chose to.

Anyway, the Education Editor at
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood called for a
meeting on Thursday night. As soon
as I left, I realized I would have to
write something due on Tuesday.

That thought was a little scary after
a summer where my greatest respon-
sibility was rolling out of bed and
being at work at 7:30 a.m., after which
followed eight hours of mind-numb-
ing drone work.

So, the prospect of thinking and
paying attention to current events upon
which I would possibly be required to
comment upon became a daunting
and nagging thought in the back of
my head.

What followed was a veritable
writer’s block. I was pretty disap-
pointed in myself, considering I had
done nothing for a good 10 or 11
weeks. I toyed around with some lame
ideas, including a criticism of the re-

call election in California.
This topic I figured could wait until

I actually learned all the facts of the
whole drawn out deal so I would avoid
sounding uneducated. Besides that,
my list included “back to school,”
“summer experiences” and “commer-
cialization.”

All topics were purposefully am-
biguous, because I hadn’t the vaguest
idea of what to write about if I chose
one of them. All of the ideas I could
conjure, sounded played out and
cliché, as if hundreds of Student View
columnists before me had already writ-
ten about the exact topic I was consid-
ering.

So I ended up writing this, a column
about how I couldn’t write a column.
If Geoff Dyer, a British author at-
tempting to write a book about D.H.
Lawrence, could get by with writing a
book about how he couldn’t write a
book about D.H. Lawrence, and re-
ceive critical acclaim for it, I figured I
could pull it off just this once.

I’m following in the great footsteps
of that other critically acclaimed piece
of scripture, “Seinfeld,” a study in the
art of nothing, by presenting this col-
umn about nothing.

Strangely enough, I found quite a
bit of things to write about nothing.
This is a baffling paradox in itself, but
then again, what isn’t a baffling para-
dox, because otherwise it wouldn’t be
a paradox, now would it?

���������	

��

PERFECT PAINTING, INC.
✺ ���������		
�������������

✺ ���	�����������������������
✺ ����������
�������	�������	��
✺ � �������������!�

������
✺ ����"���������!�����������
✺ ������������������������
✺��#$�%������"��&'�������

✺��!	���
������������

✺ ��&������������������
✺ �(�������!��'�����

100s of
Satisfied

Area
Customers

)��������*�+�,�-���	+�

welcomes . . .

Front & Center Offers
Performing Arts Training

     MILLBURN- Celebrating its first an-
niversary this September, Front & Cen-
ter for Performing Arts offers training for
the entire family from infant to adult.
     Located in a spacious, state-of-the-art
facility (with custom-sprung dance floors)
in Millburn, F&C’s offerings include be-
ginner through advanced training in
dance, musical theatre, drama and voice,
as well as opportunitites to perform in
competitive dance teams and performing
groups.
     For the growing family and well-cen-
tered individual, F&C offers “My Pal &
Me” and Kindermusik, stretch &
strengthening classes, Pre and Post-Na-
tal Shape Up and Share (New Offerings
for first-time moms) and much more.
     Front & Center is also the perfect place
for your next celebration for kids or adults.
Their party specialists will help you de-
sign a customized event for any occasion.
For schedules, prices, registration forms,
information on parties at F&C, and gen-
eral information, call (973) 258-1123,
check out their website: www.front-n-
center.com, or stop by the center at 187
Millburn Avenue, Millburn.
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Fall Semester MONDAY EVENINGS
Information: (908) 232-4050 Classes begin September 22, 2003
Fax: (908) 654-7547 No classes October 6 and 13
Web Site: www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool Westfield High School, 550 Dorian Road

REGISTER NOW!
Catalogs in Libraries

NEW!

GREAT DISCUSSIONS 2003
• Transportation Issues in NJ

 Martin Robins

• Energy Deregulation in NJ - A Good Idea?
Mike Olender

• Land Use Policies and Proposals in NJ
John S.Wells

• Understanding Telephone Competition -
   Are We Better Off?

John McCloskey

• Emergency Planning
Christopher Scaturo

Chief John Castellano
Bob Sherr

Dennis Kinsella

• Municipal Government
Garland “Bud” Boothe

Small groups & Low tuition
Improve 100, 150, 200 + points

Powerful test taking tips
Certified Teachers

OUR 27TH YEAR OF SERVICE

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER 1-800-762-8378

WWW.ESCTESTPREP.COM PSAT / SAT I

CHATHAM, SCOTCH PLAINS, SUMMIT
METUCHEN, EDISON, WESTFIELD


