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GOOD EXPERIENCE…Elizabeth Keating of Westfield, a student at Westfield
High School, is congratulated by Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., left, and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick during an intern appreciation reception that was held on
August 19 for 20 college and high school students who gained experience
working in the District 21 legislative offices of Sen. Kean, Asm. Bramnick and
Asm. Eric Muñoz this summer.

Kean, Muñoz and Bramnick
Honor Interns at Reception
WESTFIELD — Twenty college

and high school student interns at the
District 21 legislative offices of Sena-
tor Thomas Kean, Jr., Assemblyman
Eric Muñoz, M.D. and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick were thanked for
their services during a reception held
for the students and their parents on
August 19.

Each student was presented with a
citation signed by the three legisla-
tors.

Interns from Westfield were Chris
Beil, Salisbury University, Maryland;
Brendan Connolly, Seton Hall Prep,
West Orange; Chris Schwarz, Uni-
versity of Richmond, Virginia; Di-
ego Betancourt, Ryan Gundrum,
Carolyn Harbaugh, Elizabeth
Keating, Annie Peyton and Jennifer
Zhu, all Westfield High School stu-
dents.

David Sigmon of Scotch Plains, a
student at George Washington Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C., also
was an intern this summer.

“We were very fortunate to have
such a talented and enthusiastic group
of students assisting in our busy leg-
islative offices this past spring and

summer. Our interns helped constitu-
ents resolve issues with various state
departments, answering correspon-
dence and researching and drafting
legislation,” said Senator Kean.

Assemblyman Muñoz said he was
impressed on how well the interns
were able to work independently on
projects involving many hours of
work.

“Interns are an extremely impor-
tant part of our legislative offices.
They come to our offices ready to be
part of the team and leave with a real
understanding on how state govern-
ment operates in New Jersey,” he
said.

Assemblyman Bramnick encour-
aged high school and college stu-
dents who would like to apply for
internships to contact the Westfield
office at (908) 232-3673 or the Sum-
mit office at (908) 918-0414.

“I encourage any student who has
a real interest in government to con-
tact our offices. Interns work directly
with our experienced staff on a count-
less number of projects. It can be a
valuable experience to students,” said
Assemblyman Bramnick.
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Quarterly Meetings Should
Be Held in Each WF Ward

WESTFIELD – Last year when I
ran for Town Council, I proposed
holding quarterly ward meetings
where citizens could bring their con-
cerns and interests both urgent and
long-term. The idea was welcomed
by voters I spoke with, who said they
often feel out of touch with their
community.

Now having seen citizens express-
ing this concern at the recent series of
meetings on Westfield’s parking prob-
lem, I suggest that in fact we should
be holding periodic town-
wide meetings to discuss
not just parking, but many
other issues that bear upon
the life of our commu-
nity.

It is an old-fashioned
idea, but one that reso-
nates with citizens at a
time when our most im-
portant communications
are relegated to elec-
tronic transmission – e-
mails and voice mes-
sages. People do still want to meet
other people in person to talk about
what’s doing in the neighborhood.
That sort of communication is one
of the great attractions of small town
life to most of us in Westfield. We
thrive on the greater intimacy of our
community. Yet one of the dissatis-
factions recently expressed here is
that our town is becoming more like
a city. That is not just due to physi-
cal changes, but emotional ones. We
feel distant and disconnected from
our government.

Holding periodic town meetings
would be a great tonic to relieve that
feeling of disconnectedness. Citizens
could bring their ideas about ele-
ments of town life that bear thought
and consideration before they be-

come issues of controversy and con-
tention. We should meet to talk about
where we are going as a town. What
do we want for Westfield? How can
we best achieve those desires? What
stands in our way? These are things
we should sit down and talk about as
fellow citizens.

Conversely, there are items on the
agenda of town government that are
little discussed or little known by
many townspeople. These may in-
clude state and county issues that

ripple out to towns like
ours yet get little notice
among most citizens.
Another function of the
town meeting would be
for those in town gov-
ernment to discuss the
issues they are grappling
with and how they may
affect the citizenry.

This kind of dialog can
only be good for how
elected officials govern.
Grassroots organization

and discussion of local traffic safety
issues over the past two years, in
which I took a leading role, have
changed the agenda for traffic safety
in town. We need to have other such
grassroots efforts,
but we also need
leadership from
town officials to
initiate these dis-
cussions and from
these discussions to
develop objectives
that we can strive for as a town.

Voters can reach David with their
interests and concerns at (908) 233-
5707, by e-mail at
dowensw2@aol.com, or best of all, in
person during his frequent walks and
bike rides through the second ward.

Candidate Campaign Release

FW Republicans to Begin
Door to Door Campaign

FANWOOD – The Republicans
running for re-election in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood are eager to launch
the part of campaigning they enjoy
most.

The first weekend of September
will see Mayor Lou Jung, Council
President Joel Whitaker and Coun-
cilman David Trumpp take to the
streets to begin door-to-door visits to
all 2,475 borough households.

“We’ll stop at every house at least
once,” explained Mayor Jung,
who seeks election to his sec-
ond four-year term. “We’re
looking for feedback from
residents, and there is no sub-
stitute for one-on-one conver-
sation on people’s home turf.”

“We’re looking for reaction to
what’s been accomplished in
Fanwood over the past few years,
what went well and what could have
been done better,” added Mr.
Whitaker.

A council member for six years,
Mr. Whitaker is seeking a third term.
In addition to his Council President
duties, he serves as Fire Commis-
sioner and liaison to the Planning
Board and the Downtown Revital-
ization Committee, and chairs the
Land Use and Historic Preservation

Committee.
Mr. Trumpp, appointed in the

spring of 2002 to fill the seat vacated
by Councilwoman Carol Wood’s
untimely death, was elected last
November for a one-year term. He
chairs the Public Safety Committee,
serves as Police Commissioner, sits
on the Environmental Commission,
and is council liaison to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

The incumbents will share with
residents evidence of what the
council has achieved under
Republican leadership. Mayor
Jung points to Fanwood’s in-
novative downtown revitaliza-
tion program that includes:
declaration of the downtown

core commercial block “an area in
need of redevelopment,” and selec-
tion of a developer to improve this
area; physical improvements such as
Victorian street lamps and new side-
walks on Martine and South Av-
enues; and expansion and upgrade of
the South Avenue Train Station park-
ing lot.

Completed projects include up-
grades to the Forest Road Park ball
field and expansion of the park’s
community center for senior citi-
zens; and a three-year program to
repair sidewalk damage caused by
trees.

Mr. Trumpp stated that, under
Republican leadership, the borough
secured $1 million in grant funding
over the past two years, grants that
translated into needed improvements
for Fanwood without burdening tax-
payers.

As he prepares to meet and greet
Fanwood residents this fall, Mayor
Jung will listen closely for com-
ments on the downtown revitaliza-
tion plan.

“We’ve solicited extensive public
comment at every stage of this pro-
cess and we want to know what people
are thinking about this important
project as we move forward,” he
said. “That’s our highest priority on
council right now.”

SMALL FRIES…The Small Fry group at the Scotch Plains Summer Park
program enjoyed running around this summer.
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Asm. Bramnick To
Headline NJPAC Gala
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) will be

a stand-up comic on Wednesday,
September 17 at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center in Newark. He
will perform his routine at “A Cel-
ebration of Lawyers in the Arts,”
honoring the 125th anniversary of
the New Jersey Law Journal.

Bramnick has performed at charity
fundraising events for more than 20
years. September 6, Bramnick will
perform in New Brunswick to help
raise money for the Emanuel Cancer
Center. In October, he will perform at
the Palace Hotel in New York City to
raise money for to benefit victims of
the World Trade Center tragedy.

David Owens




