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Registration Scheduled for WYACT's
Professional Performing Arts Classes

WESTFIELD —The13th season of
professional classesin the performing
arts has been revealed by Cynthia
Meryl, Broadway performer and Ar-
tistic Director of the Westfield Young
Artists Cooperdive The-
atre (WYACT) and stage
director of this summer’'s
production of West Sde
Sory at the New Jersey
PerformingArtsCenterand
the Algonquin Arts The-
atre.

The Union County Edu-
cational ServicesCommis-
sionand Superintendent Ed
Hartnett has made it pos-
sible for WYACT to con-
tinue offering acting, mu-
sical theatre and dance
classes at Centennia High
School, 728 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Registration will be held
in the school’s gymnasium
from Monday to Wednes-
day, September 8 to 10,
from 4 to 8 p.m.

WYACT sBeginners, In-
termediate, and Advanced
Acting classes concentrate
on improvisation, charac-
ter development and scene

Wagner College in Staten Idand.
She aso coaches young women in
the Miss New York, MissNew Hamp-
shire and Miss Massachusetts pageant
system for Miss America Tolsonisa

A graduate of Montclair State Uni-
versty (MSU), Brown holds a Bach-
elor of FineArts Degreein Acting and
a minor in Musica Thesatre. She re-
ceived thefirst Musical Theater Award
from MSU.

Having performed be-
sdeKimZimmer of CBS
“Guiding Light,” and
LedieUggams, Brownhas
been seenonstageand has
played the keyboard
throughout the state in
HighSoirits,Master Class,
Nunsense, Fiddler OnThe
Roof, The Mystery of
Edwin Drood, An Empty
Plate In The Café Du
Grand Boeuf, Titanic, and
Bourgeois Gentleman.

Jonathon Ponder will
teach Stretch/Aerobics, a
class designed to stretch
the bodyline, strengthen
andtonethemuscles, com-
bined with a low-impact
cardiovascular workout.

Ponder dances with the
Hudson Repertory Dance
Thestre (HRDT) and has
touredwithHRDT inNew
Jersey, Washington, Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, and

study. Three levels of Mu-
sica Theatrefocuson song
selection and interpreta-
tion, ensemblework, voice
and musical theatre movement.

Meryl, a professional actressin the
New York and nationdl thestre arena
for over 25 years, will oversee al
classes and instruct Advanced Acting,
all Musica Theatre Classes and pri-
vate voice,

New additionsto theWYACT facil-
ity include Radio City Rockette
Michelle Tolson, who has been danc-
ing for 19 years and teaching for 13
years. She will teach Tap and Funk, a
combination of hip-hop and jazz.

When sheis not performing at Ra-
dio City Music Hall, she teaches the
Rockette Experiencein New York and
across the country, judges dance com-
petitionsand isan adjunct professor in
the musical theater department at

DANCINGAT THEGYM ...Riff (Todd Kubrak) and Graziella
(Eileen Cole) were swinging and swaying in WYACT’s sum-
mer production of West Side Story.

pageant winner and wascrowned Miss
New Hampshire in 1996 and com-
peted in the Miss America Pageant in
Atlantic City.

Actress, singer and pianist Blair
Brown will teach Beginners | & I
Actingandwill beMusical Director of
the Musical Thestre classes.

Brown began studying music and
piano at an early age and drama and
musical theatrewith Meryl at 11. That
year, she played an original composi-
tion at Carnegie Hall before compos-
ingamusical scorefor WYACT sfirst
full production, A Midsummer Night's
Dream, in which she played
“Philostrate” She aso played “Terry”
inWYACT’ sproduction of SageDoor
at the Union County Arts Center.
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Open Range. Back
In the Saddle Again °

One Popcorn, Poor ¢« Two Popcorns, Fair « Three Popcorns, Good ¢ Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Chances are Kevin Costner’s
Open Range is for you, pardner, if
you like cowboy movies, enjoy a
good character study or two, in-
cluding an endearing paean to
friendship, if your senseof romance
dictates that true love can blossom
under the most trying of circum-
stances and you have a particular
fondness for evocative cinematog-
raphy, specifically of the vanish-
ing west, and being socially con-
scious, appreciate a movie with
metaphoric value.

Directing himself asformer gun-
slinger Charley Waite, aided and
abetted by Robert Duvall as Boss
Spearman, his cowboy mentor,
Costner asks us to return with him
to the past. But you wonder: “Will
this be the self-indulgent Costner?
After all, that could be such alone-
some trail. Or, will this be the
wonderfully effusive, acceptably
schmaltzy Costner?’

The methodically woven tale,
adapted from Lauran Paine’s novel
by Craig Storper, starts off slowly.
There is attention to detail, spe-
cifically as regards the filigree of
relationships. Costner wants us to
know that cowboys were just
people. So cowboys banter and
chide, even if it has no immediate
effect on the plot.

Thedramatic payoff comeswhen
harm befalls any of those charac-
tersthat have been made human to
us. The realistic portrayal, man-
aged without excising any of the
mythic qualities that make west-
erns so enchanting, is a cross be-
tween Clint Eastwood’s
Unforgiven, but without the extra-
strength moralisms, and Robert
Altman’sMcCabeand Mrs. Miller,
but without the desperate natural-
ism.

All told, it eventually turns into
quite a ride, capped off by an ac-
tion-packed finale the likes of
whichwe haven’t seen since any of
the dozen or so versions of “Gun-
fight at the OK Corral.” But thisis
far more brutal. While it probably
only takes up about 15 taut minutes
of celluloid, the superbly choreo-
graphed fight scene reminds of the
advice that screenwriting professor
Robert McKee (Brian Cox) gives a
distraught Charlie Kaufman
(Nicolas Cage) in Adaptation:
“Wow them in the end.” That it
does.

We are introduced to Boss
Spearman and his younger side-
kick, Charley Waite. During arain-
storm that confines them and their
two helpers, Mose (Abraham
Benrubi) and Button (Diego Luna),
under alean-to for 24 hours, afew
of their horsesabscond infright. In
tight quarters, Costner etches the
interrelationships.

When the sun arrives, Duvall’s
cattleman stoically sets after and
then returnswiththeequines. Upon

witnessing this, Costner’s Charley
both installs a sense of pageantry
and ennobles his partner’s thus es-
tablished character by enthusiasti-
cally remarking: “Boy, ain't no
one can cowboy like Boss
Spearman.” Weneed no more proof.

Charley’scharacter isn’t soquick
todevelop. Andthat’sjust the point.
He's the pivotal one. Sure, Boss
has a past, as well as a real first
name. But we suspect his resume
isn’t quite as dark as the one Char-
ley hasn't chosen to divulge up
until now. Naturally, since this is
how plots usually work, that's all
about to change.

Push comes to shove in the form
of a range war, but not the more
traditional sort we’'ve come to
know, between the sodbusters and
thecattlemen. Instead, wearemade
privy to agray areaof land owner-
ship and jurisprudence that once
existed. For as the title of Open
Range intimates, here it’s the
emerging cattle barons versus the
dwindling free grazers.

Nasty Denton Baxter, portrayed
convincingly by Michael Gambon,
represents the former. Our guys
are the latter. An interesting little
conundrum is presented.

For obvious dramatic reasons,
the two sides are hardly weighted
evenly. Not only is Baxter a mean
cuss who probably came by his
land and fortune by evil means, but
also a foreigner with an accent.
Because he has the cowardly Sher-
iff Poole (James Russo) in his
pocket, how he makes a sham of
democracy and due process ren-
ders him even more distasteful.
What we probably find most re-
sentful iswhat his example bodes.

Onesuspectswiseold Bossknew
this day was coming. Representing
the soul of the emerging nation,
the cowpoke might even be able to
reconcile the reality of it all. But
also true to that soul, he won’'t be
pushed around. Thereisaflamein
Boss that simply can’t be extin-
guished — his sense of right and
wrong. It isanidentifying resolve.
It says he will survive. You see, he
just has to because democracy is
the last, and most important, bas-
tion of the dream. Otherwise, it is
all for nothing.

So in Open Range, when Baxter
begins his bullying, it’s no wonder
that Boss and Charley have no re-
course but to fight the good fight.
Which, when combined with asur-
prisingly effective love story in-
volving Annette Bening, |eaves us
moviegoing tenderfoots no choice
but to throw our 10-gallon hats up
in the air with approval and yelp,
“Yippee-i-o-ki-ay.”

* Kk Kk K* %

Open Range, rated R, isa Touch-
stone Pictures release directed by
Kevin Costner and stars Robert
Duvall, Kevin Costner and Annette
Bening. Running time: 145 min-
utes.

The Caribbean. Besides
his performances with
HRDT, he is currently
teaching\West African, tap
and modern dance at the school to
children and adults. He is the first
recipient of the school’s Teacher of the
Year Award.

Dan Barris will share the Tap and
Funk responsibilities with Tolson. In
addition to teaching for WYACT and
judging dance and talent competitions
nationwide, hewill host the New York
Dance Experience, a company de-
signed to send choreographers and
dance educators around the country,
providing al-day workshops to stu-
dents nationwide in the most current
styles of dance.

Barris students have performed and
studied with Ann Reinking, the late
Gregory Hines, the Alvin Ailey Com-
pany, the Joffrey Ballet and the
Governor’s School for the Arts.

Currently performing on tour in
South Africa, Kimani Fowlin, profes-
sional dancer and choreographer and
African Dance ingtructor at Rutgers,
will return to teach the Tuesday Hip-
Hop class.

Heather Bialy, choreographer and
ballet instructor for the Performing
Arts Program at Somerset County Vo-
cational-Technical School, will teach
WYACT’s Jazz and Ballet classes.

Elaine Molinaro, director and pro-
fessor at the Mason Gross School of
theArts, will teach Intermediate | Act-
ing.

Meryl stage-directed and, with her
husband, Ted Agress, WYACT Execu-
tive Director and Broadway veteran,
produced the troupe's 27 productions,
including Carousel, Oliver!,
Brigadoon, OnceOn Thisldand, South
Pacific, AMidsummer Night's Dream,
Crimes of the Heart, The Children’'s
Hour, The Threepenny Opera, and The
Gay Divorce

Meryl designs the WYACT classes
to prepare the young performer for
auditions and the professional stage.
She said that she would like to see
young performers develop the com-
mitment and discipline to learn an
artform well, whether it be in music,
dance, or drama; and indoing o, build
the confidence they need not only for
a career in theatre, but to face any
chalengein life.

For more information about
WYACT's performing arts program
and registration, please call (908) 233-
3200 or e-mail wyact@erols.com.

Trevis Publishes
Consumer Book

CRANFORD - Local resi-
dent, Robert Trevis, has
authored “ KeepYour Hands Out
of My Pocket,” a book pub-
lished by iUniverse, Inc.

The book is designed to give
people the negotiation skills
they need to become expert
shoppers. Ac-
cording to
Trevis, it takes
simple, every-
day actions and
focuses them
into powerful
negotiation
tools.

“Most people
fail to prepare themselves when
shoppingfor acar, for example,”
said Trevis, aCranford resident.
“They go into expecting to get
the best deal by accident. These
same people wouldn’'t consider
trying their favorite weekend
sport skills against a profes-
sional, and yet they go up against
the professional car dealers
without a clear idea on how to
get the best deal”

Trevis holds a Master of Busi-
ness Administration in Manage-
ment for Managers of Technol-
ogy. He spent almost 25 yearsin
business working for both IBM
and in management for Siemens.

“KeepYour Hands...” waspub-
lished in July. The book is avail-
ablethroughwww.iUniverse.com
at $24.95 (hardcover) and $14.95
(paperback).
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My Take on It

With Kerrianne Spellman Cort

Soggy End of Summer
Makes Fall Most Welcome

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It'sarany Labor Day and | sit
here at my computer contemplat-

My nephew, Tyler, is starting
ifth grade next week and his

J_ excitementiscontagious. He
can't wait to see who will

ing the universe. My dog issoak- »  ¢/£¢ be in his class. He is par-

ingwet after hismorn-
ing walk and he just
jumped up on the
couch, muddy paws |
andall. | swear hewas

\
smiling as he nimbly \'U

‘Ir.!'-.

leapt onto my Wizard \|™
of Oz blanket, spiting

me, asif | had ordered

the inclement holiday
weather.

I live a block from
the beach and | can
smell the ocean asthe
breeze wafts into my
window. The usual
rowdy kidsintheir con-
vertibles on the way to
Sandy Hook are absent
from my street today. I’ m sure that
countlessholiday travel ersarecurs-
ing Mother Nature right now, but |
find it rather nice.

Whiletheend of summer doesn’t
officially happen until the fourth
week of September, Labor Day has
always signified the end of beach
season. And | say hooray.

| have sat in traffic on my way
home from the city on a Friday
evening for nearly two hours. | have
waited for over an hour for atableat
awaterside restaurant that isn't that
spectacular. My electrichbill doubled
in the months of July and August.
And all because it is summertime.

Don't get me wrong. | love sum-
mer. I'm a self-proclaimed mer-
maidandif | couldn’tatleastglimpse
abit of thewater everyday, I'm sure
that | would shrivel up and die. But
there is till something so wonder-
ful about the end of this season.

While autumn in fact signifies
the slowing down of life, treeslose
their leaves, it gets colder and the
days grow shorter, | actualy view
autumn asasign of renewal. | think
of the thrill of the first day of
school. Going off to collegefor the
first time. New shoes.

pL Hé*f{{, \

_ ticularly optimistic that
| -"Lllhhisnew teacher thisyear
% is actually someone
/.',, who taught me third
" grade, way, way back
when. He hopes that
shewill cut him some
slack because she
knew his aunt. | told
him not to count on it.
Tyler's enthusiasm
made me start to think
about al of the things
that | have to look for-
ward to. True, | am not
going back to school,
praisethel ord, but there
Ees ore many, many wonder-
ful thingsthat the chang-
ing of the seasons will bring me.
My dog will no longer come
home from a hike in the hills cov-
ered with ticks. My electric hill
will stabilize allowing me to buy
more shoes. The new fall line-up
ontelevisionisexciting for all, but
for me, it also can indicate more
acting work.
| look forward to the smell of
wood burning in a fireplace on a
Sunday afternoonwhilegrownmen
scream and yell at the television,
chicken wings flying in every di-
rection. | canmakebaked ziti again!
If 1 gain apound or two, | can hide
it with a big, fuzzy sweater. | am
sick of salads. | want some pasta.
| am so happy right now, sitting
here on thisrainy holiday. | awoke
somewhat sad when | saw the
gloominess outside my window,
but my mood soon changed. It's
not a bad day. It's just a wet day.
Theend of aseason? Maybe. But
the start of anew one, aswell. Life
continues on, whether we like it or
not. | think it is best to seek joy
wherever we can find it, whether it
is a sunny summer day or a crisp
October afternoon. Itis, asthey say,
all good.

S. Allyn Schaeffer Will Teach
Pastel Techniques On Sept. 17

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) will beginitsfall season on
Wednesday, September 17, when
Fanwood’ srenowned art-
ist S. Allyn Schaeffer pre-
sents a still life demon-
gtration in pastels.

The event will follow
the organization's 7:30
p.m. general meeting at
theFanwood Community
Center on North Avenue
in Fanwood.

A lifetime member of
the Pastel Society of
America (PSA),
Schaeffer was awarded the title of
Master Pastellist in 1988. He is a
member of the Salmagundi Club and
Hudson Valley Art Association. He
has also been included in the Who's
Who in American Art, 21st Edition.

S. Allyn Schaeffer

Schaeffer’'s artwork isincluded in
collections of Schering-Plough in
Madison, PSA in New York, New
Jersey Sports & Exposition Author-
ity in East Rutherford,
Monmouth Park and
Oceanport, as well as The
New Jersey Bell Telephone
Company in Newark.

His commissioned
works include his well-
known racing paintings at
Monmouth Park. Schaeffer
has exhibited from New
York to Florida, published
inmany art magazines, and
locally taught painting and
anatomy figure drawing.

The publicisencouraged to attend
thefreedemonstration, whichisspon-
sored by the SPFAA.

For more information, please call
Thomas Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

Local Stars
S. Plains Resident Authors
Novel Featuring First Ladies

SCOTCH PLAINS—Scotch Plains
resident Feather Foster has written
“Ladies: A Conjectureof Per-

conjectureof their persondities. But, itisall
based on thefacts of their lives, thelives of
their hushandsandthetimesthey

sonalities,” a novel in which
first ladies tell their own sto-
ries in their own words and

et SpiEs

Throughdid ogue-boxes first
ladies like Martha Washington
and Mamie Eisenhower, con-
verse to each other across eter- ¥
nity. The modern first ladies,

B
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livedin”

“Most biographies of first
|ladies are dull,” she added,
“full of ‘almanac stuff.” This
book livens things up, espe-
cialy when the ladies cross
the centuriesthrough eternity
to talk to each other.”

The 255-page book is pub-
lished by PublishAmerica of

from Jacqueline Kennedy to
Hillary Clinton participate in
commentary.

“The old gals tak to the reader and
they talk amongst themsdlves,” said Fos-
ter. “ They talk about their husbands, and
their children, and theWhite House, and
the times they lived in. And, of course,
politics”

“It's not just the stories of their
lives—it’san opening into what they
were like as people. They were defi-
nitely not the“ non-entities” that his-
tory usually calls them,” she said.

Foster has been an “amateur” presi-
dential historianfor three decades. Fol-
lowing acareer in advertising and hav-
ing written many children's musical
shows, the author decided to draw on
her thousand-volume personal presi-
dential library and her loveof history by
penning this book.

“Of course‘Ladies...” isawork of fic-
tion,” noted Foder. “After dl, it istruly a

MAGENTA BLACK

Bdtimore, Md. and retails for

$21.95. The volume is avail-
able a al major booksdllers websites,
www.amazon.com, www.bn.com,
www.publishamerica.com or visit the
author’s web page,
www.authorsden.com/
featherschwartzf oster.

Trent Johnson

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

school college succession.

“1 took off three years after high
school just to study the piano,” he
explained. “I studied religiously.”

People warned him he would never
gotocollegeif hedidn't goright away.

“It was atremendous time for me.
| showed myself to be responsible,”
he said.

Later, he proved his critics wrong
by graduating the Peabody Institute
of Johns Hopkins University and the
Julliard Schooal.

An active organ recitalist, Johnson
has given recitals in mgor churches
inNew York City, Washington, D.C.,
Baltimore, Boston and northern New

Jersey.

Recently, he was commissioned
by the Colonial Symphony in
Morristown to write a new work for
orchestra to be premiered in April
2004. Itisapiecefor violaand string
orchestra, and songs set to poetry of
Stephen Crane.

When not making music of some
sort, Johnson |oves to scuba dive off
the New Jersey/New York coast.

“Thereareanumber of shipwrecks
there that people don’'t know about.
It's simply fascinating,” he shared.

Fascinating isaword that could be
applied to this artist.

“The cresative process is what a-
ways pushesme,” Johnson said of his
composing. “Although | appreciate
all kinds of music, serious music
speaks to me and that's where my
talents lie”

Pen & Ink

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

she offered. A tweak here, an
AdobePhotoshoptrick there, and,
voilal A once-revered image
might become open to perverse
interpretation.

Usingtechnology, suchasElins
employs in his pixel painting
methods, heknowsheisafforded
theopportunity to* beoutrageous
more effectively.” While “outra-
geous’ is surely an understate-
ment with respect to GQ’s as-
signment, Elinshasbuilt arather
prestigious career manipulating
images to accompany the words
of an editor or journalist in a
bounty of notable media. And,
hisillustration for GQ is not his
first lampoon of George W.

Emmy magazine procured
Elin’s illustration of Bush as a
paddle-toting fraternity brother,
George magazine paid Elins for
his picture of Bush and Al Gore
sparring, dressed like two little
boys with propeller-topped hats.
NBC’scast of “ Seinfeld” became
bobble-head dolls, Enron’s Ken
Lay was Pinocchio, and heavy-
weight and Minnesota Governor
Jessie Venturaturned into Chris-
topher Columbus for The New
York Times. These images Elins
used in all of these illustrations
werehardly scathing or so sacred
that Christianity might become
the sole butt of the jokes.

Did Elins go too far? To some
extent, by the tone of his voice
last week, | think herealized that
the use of certain images in his
illustrations could have conse-
guences. Before he left on vaca-
tion, those consequences began
to reverberate loudly, and have
been unrelenting as the Septem-
ber issue of the magazine, which
isasweighty asTheBible, sitson
newsstands. Becauseof thesecon-
sequences, GQ hasendured inter-
views with “The Today Show’s’
Matt Lauer and countless others,
al the while not admitting full
responsibility for the illustration
that has offended many.

Sure, Elinscould havesaid“ no”
to the assignment. However, |
have deduced that he was just
doingthetask hewasgiven.While
I wouldn’t kill the messenger, |
would hope, in the future, the
artist considerswhat message he
is alowing his art to stand be-
hind.

“1feel badif it offended people,”
Elins confessed with responsi-
bility in his voice.

Asfor GQ, we know Who will
have the final word.

/The Arts & Entertainment section of The Westfield Leader and The Times of \
Scotch Plains-Fanwood brings readers exclusive profiles about residents with
exceptional creative talent, critiques on productions by local theater groups,
reviews of concerts by area musicians, and art show coverage. Every week,
editorial columns address the latest issues facing our community, which is rich in
culture, while mothers and young readers turn to the Book Nook column to
learn about literature to fill their libraries and expand their minds. As a member
of our area’s creative community, your advertisements would be widely noticed
by areadership of tens of thousands both in print and on the Internet.

For Qdditional Information call:
The Westfield Leader & Times of Seoteh Plains Qdvertising / Marketing Deportment |

908-232-4407 * or email soles@goleader.com / ae@goleader.com





