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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Mock Emergency
Disaster Drill

Scheduled in WF
Please be advised that on Sat-

urday, September 6, between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 12 noon,
the Union Country Office of
Emergency Management and
Town of Westfield, in conjunc-
tion with other local, State and
Federal agencies and local hos-
pitals, will be conducting a mock
emergency disaster exercise at
the Westfield Train Station.
During the course of the exer-
cise emergency response per-
sonnel, equipment, and vehicles
will be in the immediate vicin-
ity of the Westfield Train Sta-
tion on the North Avenue side.

The drill is intended to test
our response capabilities. There
is no need to become alarmed.
This is a mock emergency disas-
ter exercise to evaluate our pre-
paredness. You should feel free
to go about your daily routine.

We wish to make this drill as
realistic as possible; however, in
order to do so it will necessitate
a simulated evacuation. At some
point in time during the exer-
cise, emergency response per-
sonnel may distribute a flyer to
your home or business declaring
it “evacuated”. You will not be
required to leave your home or
business. This is for demonstra-
tion purposes only.

It is important that you do not
call the main police communi-
cations center if you have any
questions or concerns regarding
the mock emergency disaster
exercise. Kindly direct all your
calls to Deputy Chief Duelks at
the Westfield Fire Department
(908) 789-4131.

Office Traffic Light
Reinstalled on S. Ave.

The traffic light facing the
driveway of the office building
located at 600 South Avenue,
West was re-installed last week
after having been removed by
the state.

The State Department of
Transportation has jurisdiction
over Route 28, and had removed
the light as it was “unauthorized.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Deerfield Principal to Leave in Oct.;
Opening Date Pending for Beechwood

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation held a special meeting on
August 28 to discuss progress at
Beechwood School and the resigna-
tion of Deerfield School Principal
M. Priscilla Church effective Friday,
October 3.

Mrs. Church has been in the dis-
trict approximately 18 months. Her
resignation comes in the wake of
Chief School Administrator Dr.
Gerard Schaller’s resignation, effec-
tive June 2004.

Deerfield School has seen three
new principals in the last five years,
causing concern in many parents as
to why Mountainside cannot keep
top administrators.

Board member Ray Haggar said
he feels that many administrators use
Mountainside as a “stepping stone”
for their careers, and often leave the
district in search of advancement.

Newly-appointed Board member
Pat Knodel offended many parents in
the audience by suggesting that the
women in Mountainside need to “start
having more babies to increase the
population” in order to attract qual-
ity administrators.

Dr. Schaller stated that he was
“taken back by Mrs. Church’s resig-
nation” and feels like he has “lost his
right arm.” He also said that he and
Mrs. Church had a “wonderful edu-
cational partnership” and feels she is
moving to a district where there is
more room for advancement.

Mrs. Church has been offered a
position as principal in the Fort Lee
school district.

The board will form a search com-
mittee to fill the principal position as
quickly as possible.

Vice President Sally Rivieccio
stated that, in looking for candidates,
they “have always looked for the
person who has more to offer the
district right off the bat” rather than
the candidate who might “hang
around longer but doesn’t have as
much to offer initially.”

The board hopes to have the posi-
tion filled by the time Mrs. Church’s
resignation becomes effective in
October.

Dr. Schaller reported that
Beechwood School is dry and the
moisture responsible for the mold
has been removed from the facility.
An environmental inspection of the
mold will be conducted to determine

if the spores were completely elimi-
nated. The inspection will take ap-
proximately seven to 10 days so that
cultures can be examined.

Once it has been determined that
mold spores no longer exist in the
school, sheetrock can be hung, and
the remaining concrete work can be
completed.

Other progress has been made on
the ductwork. Roof repair is ongo-
ing, but it has been sealed and the
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WF Council Hears
Update On Lighted
Turf Field Proposal

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council conference session, Recre-
ation Commission Chairman Keith
Hertell presented an update on the
proposed lighted artificial turf field
and received the council’s permis-
sion to continue researching the
project.

The commission is proposing that
the field be built on a portion of the
land at the Conservation Center on
Lamberts Mill Road.

Mr. Hertell said, “The initial wet-
lands delineation survey reveals there
is enough room for both the opera-
tions of the DPW (Department of
Public Works) activities and a lighted
artificial turf field.” He also stressed
the need for an additional field in
town.

Mr. Hertell has already arranged a
meeting with the Scotch Plains resi-
dents who border the site on Thurs-
day, September 18, to discuss issues
of traffic, noise, lights and smell.

Mr. Hertell said that he will ask the
Westfield Board of Education for
$400,000 to assist in financing the
field and in exchange they will have
set time on the field.

He met with school board member
Kimberly Rhodes and held prelimi-
nary discussions with Board Secre-
tary/Business Administrator Robert

Berman and Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley.

Maps were also shown for the is-
sue of wetlands, which take up a
portion of the property.

According to Recreation Depart-
ment Director Bruce Kaufmann,
some of the wetlands can be filled in.

Mr. Hertell stated that the com-
mission is still waiting to find out
how far back into the “swell” the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection will allow them to fill.

Town Administrator James Gildea
stated that once the wetlands delin-
eation is complete the area where the
field, stands and parking area will be
staked out so that it can be deter-
mined how much impact there will
be on the current DPW operation.

Mayor McDermott expressed con-
cerns about the odor as well as traf-
fic.

Mr. Hertell stated that the odor
will be encapsulated under the field
and parking lot.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
stated that, in the summer, grass be-
ing dropped off can start to smell
quickly.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
man Larry Goldman suggested that
if the town is going to partner with
the school board, the field at Kehler
Stadium should be looked at as it is

Sub-Surface Problems Impede
Completion of Prospect St. Paving

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Before conducting regular busi-
ness, Tuesday evening’s conference
session of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil began with a moment of silence
for former Town Attorney Charles
Brandt, whom Mayor Gregory
McDermott referred to as “Mr.
Westfield.”

Turning to council issues, Westfield
Fire Chief John Castellano told the
council that the Westfield emergency
services and the county will be run-
ning a hazardous materials and weap-
ons of mass destruction drill on Sat-
urday.

The chief stressed that it is only a
drill, and did not want people to be
concerned when they see the activity
at the Westfield train station.

In other business, Town Engineer
Kenneth Marsh reported that the work
being done on Prospect Street would
not be completed in time for the start
of the school year. He stated that
there were “bad sections in the sub-
surface” and that they will have to be

“dug out and paved.”
Next week, the council will have a

resolution before them to award a
contract in the amount of $103,634
for the renovations to the women’s
bathroom at Memorial Pool.

The council will also see resolu-
tions to approve the demolition of a
detached garage at 128 Ferris Place
and a single-family home at 517
Clifton Street.

According to Mr. Marsh, neither
lot is sub-dividable. The garage is
owned by the Westfield “Y” and Mr.
Marsh stated that the property is 38
feet wide.

Mr. Marsh also informed the coun-
cil that he has received updated plans
for the reconstruction of the South
Avenue traffic circle. He suggested
that the Transportation, Parking and
Traffic (TPT) Committee meet to go
over them.

He also received five options from
the county regarding the installation
of a traffic light at the intersections
of East Broad Street, Mountain and
Central Avenues. They will also be
reviewed by TPT and comments will
be sent back to the county.

Once again, the town will execute
an agreement with Scotch Plains for
leaf pick-up and disposal. Mr. Marsh
stated that the leaves from the north
side of Westfield are brought to the
Scotch Plains conservation center
and the leaves from the south side of
Scotch Plains are brought to the
Westfield conservation center.

He said that the agreement would

allow the trucks more collection time.
All of the leaves are then taken to the
county facility.

The council will also look into a
new prescription drug discount pro-
gram for those 55 and older. The
program is being sponsored by the
county and other towns, such as Clark,
are also trying to implement such
plans. The council will examine the
county’s program before moving for-
ward.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man and Public Safety Committee
Chairman Andrew Skibitsky reported
that he has heard positive response
on the Traffic Education And Moni-
toring (TEAM) Program.

This program will have residents
using Westfield Police radar units to
monitor motorists’ speed on residen-
tial streets. A letter will then be sent
from Police Chief Bernard Tracy,
making the vehicle owner aware of
the speed their car was traveling. The
residents will issue no summonses or
warnings.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman and TPT Committee Chair-
man Rafael Betancourt stated that
bids will be accepted on Monday for
the traffic calming project in the
ShopRite grid.

He added that because of opposi-
tion from the neighbors of the Na-
tional Guard Armory on Rahway
Avenue, he has hit a “dead end” with
the state in regards to moving ahead
with the proposed parking lot for

Safety, Health Concerns Top Reasons Why
Officials Chose to Delay Opening of WHS

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Due to safety concerns and con-
struction delays, Westfield High
School (WHS) will open on Mon-
day, September 8, instead of Wednes-
day, September 3, as originally
planned.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley toured the building
on Thursday, August 28, with WHS
Principal Dr. Robert Petix, Board of
Education Business Administrator
and Board Secretary Robert Berman,
and members of the school board.

After assessing the school’s condi-
tion and finding safety conditions to
be unsatisfactory, Dr. Foley decided
to delay the school’s opening.

Chief among the safety concerns

is the presence of high amounts of
dust in the air due to the summer-
long construction. Dust levels in
WHS are high enough that inhaling
it could pose a health risk to both
students and staff.

In addition, furniture that had to be
removed from classrooms being reno-
vated is still in the hallways. The
furniture would hinder movement
through the school, keeping students
and teachers from getting to their
designated classrooms on time. The
furniture will be moved out of the
hallways as soon as construction on
the classrooms is complete.

Along with the safety concerns,
construction on some of the class-
rooms continues to wrap up. While
major construction is complete, a

number of the floors have to be re-
leveled, and clocks in the classrooms
need to be restored to functionality.

The WHS renovation plan called
for 12 classrooms to be renovated
and converted into 14 classrooms. In
addition, new classrooms would be
added on. Ten of the classrooms to be
renovated were science classrooms,
each of which had its own gas and
water lines for lab work. These lines
needed to be capped off, and the
other lab equipment in the class-
rooms needed to be demolished.

Mr. Berman said, “There were a
number of field changes in the demo-
litions that led to delays.”

The science rooms, along with two
art rooms, are being converted into
three art rooms, seven regular class-

rooms, and four small group instruc-
tion rooms.

WHS underwent its fire inspection
on Wednesday, August 27. The fire
inspector found that dust from con-
struction had covered some of the
school’s smoke detectors, posing a
possible fire hazard.

“The fire inspector returned this
week, and the dust had been cleared
away from the smoke detectors,” said
Mr. Berman. WHS passed fire in-
spection.

A new elevator being installed by
the instrumental music room arrived
this week. Its installation should be
complete “by the beginning of Octo-
ber,” said Mr. Berman.

Penalties for delays appear in the
contracts the school district signed
with various companies involved in
the renovations at WHS. Liquidated
damages may be assessed based on
how far construction continues past
the August 25 deadline.

Secretary Berman stated, “We’ll
work with our attorneys to see what
milestones were not met and pro-
ceed from there.”

The possibility of construction
delays was addressed by the Board
of Education as early as January of
this year. When the 2003-2004 school
calendar was presented for consider-
ation on January 14, it contained a
back-up plan in case WHS opened on
September 8 instead of September 5.

Class will be in session at the high
school on February 17 and June 21.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
DOWNTOWN ACCIDENT…On Friday a pedestrian was struck by a minivan
at the corner of Central Avenue and East Broad Street. Members of the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad are seen tending to the woman who was
struck.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
UP, UP, UP…Westfield Firefighters Aldo Tammaro, Harry Keen, and Brian
Dunlap demonstrate an air bag system that is used to lift objects to retrieve
pinned victims. This photograph is a prelude to an upcoming story on all of the
fire department’s extrication equipment.

Benajmin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
OPEN FOR BUSINESS…Eager students, some accompanied by their parents, scurried to the doors of Tamaques Elementary School, left, and Edison Intermediate
School, right, to usher in the first official day of school for the 2003-2004 academic year in Westfield.
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Nature of Call:
Abd Injury Head/Neck Injury
Airway Obstruction
Allergic Reaction
Behavioral Disorder
Bleeding/Hemorrhage
Cardiac Arrest
Cardiac Related
Chest Injury
Diabetic Related (potential)
Fire Call
Gastro-Intestinal Distress
General Illness
Lift Assist
Other Injury
Respiratory Distress
Seizure
Shock/Trauma
Spinal Injury
Substance Abuse (potential)
Suspected Fracture
Syncope
Unconscious
Other
TOTAL

Paramedics 92 (first call); 8 (second call); 0 (third call)     =100
Fire Dept. Assisted 1 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)       = 1
Genesis Eldercare  27 (first call); 4 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 31
Senior Citizen Complex  11 (first call); 2 (second call); 1 (third call)      = 14
Sunrise Assisted Living  13 (first call); 1 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 14
Out-of-Town Mutual Aid  15 (first call); 1 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 16
Non-Emergency Calls  2 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)        = 2
Total Calls: 258

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Week Ending Nov. 16, 2002Statistics for Weeks Ending July 12 to August 23, 2003

First Call:            Second Call: Third Call:
21
3
3
14
19
2
26

6
1
14
5
3
13
30
3
1
3
4
6
14
18
7
7

223

5
1

2
1
1
2
1
1

2

1
6

3

2

1
1
1

1
32

1

1

1
3

TALK TO A REAL,
LIVE PERSON WHO’S
IN THE SAME PHONE
BOOK AS YOU.

RON BANSKY

715 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

908 301 0711

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey.
Allstate Life Insurance Company, Home Office: Northbrook, Illinois.
© 2002 Allstate Insurance Company
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Principal
building is free of leaks. Lights
have been installed in the class-
rooms.

Dr. Schaller commented on how
“colorful and bright” the class-
rooms are. He stated that he is
“anxiously waiting to cut the rib-
bon and enter the facility…it will
be beautiful.”

No date was given as to when the
building will be ready for occu-
pancy.

Dr. Schaller has also been in
touch with two production compa-
nies to discuss taping the school
board meetings and special events
at the schools. He will have more
information as to when taping will
occur when a decision has been
made as to which company they
will use.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A LOT OF PAINT…The south side of the four story building on Elm Street was
painted on Sunday. It took 30 gallons of paint and two days to paint the one side
of the building according to painter Thomas Anastasiou.

LEARNING NEW SKILLS…This summer, the Apple Computer consultant
oriented Westfield turn-key teachers in the use of the new MacIntosh operating
system. Turn-key teachers will disseminate instruction on using the new operat-
ing system to all district MacIntosh users throughout the summer and fall.

“underutilized.”
According to Mr. Hertell, Dr. Foley

suggested the field behind Edison
Intermediate School for the project.

Mr. Kaufmann added that, because
the track is at Kehler Stadium, la-
crosse could not be played at the
same time as the High School Fed-
eration bans the duel use.

The council ultimately granted
permission for the commission to
continue with their work on the
project. However, the commission
will continue its research through
monies donated by the Westfield
Soccer Association.

Some council members also ex-
pressed disappointment that the Con-
servation Center was the only site
available for the town.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
woman Susan Jacobson expressed
concern that money has been solic-
ited from user groups and that there
is a “sense of anticipation that this
will happen” when the council has
not yet committed the funding.

She stated that if the council de-
cides to undertake the currently pro-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council Hears Update
On Lighted Turf Field Proposal

posed parking projects, there could
be tighter fiscal restraints for other
projects.

Mr. Hertell will ask the town for
$1.1 million for the field in next
year’s capital budget requests.

A traffic study on the proposal will
be forthcoming in the next couple of
weeks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Paving
Westfield High School.

Councilman Betancourt will con-
tact Republican State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Republican Assembly-
men Jon Bramnick and Eric Muñoz,
M.D. to discuss moving forward on
the matter.

The council then went into closed
session to discuss the Cranford De-
tention Basin agreement, the May
Company letter agreement and the
Delta Environment Access agree-
ment.

The council will meet in public
session on Tuesday, September 9, at
8 p.m.

Extraordinary Aid Shortfall
Pondered By SP-F School Bd.

Colby College in Maine
Welcomes Engel of WF

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent Gregory Engel enrolled at
Colby College in Waterville, Me.
this fall.

Before classes began, he partici-
pated in a weeklong orientation,
which included an introduction to
the college’s academic program
and student life, as well as a four-
day orientation trip.

From August 27 to 30, Gregory

participated in a backpacking trip
on one of the sections of the Appa-
lachian Trail in the Surplus and
Elephant Mountain region of
Maine’s western mountains.

Gregory made the trip with a
dozen other students, including two
other pupils who were trip leaders.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, he is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Laurence Engel of Westfield.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi
gave a construction update on the
district’s facilities during a joint busi-
ness and regular meeting of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education on August 28.

Mr. Del Sordi said that the board
expected a smooth opening after great
efforts were made to bring construc-
tion projects to a close.

The overpass and elevator at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) were still in the process of
being finished and sign-offs on the
work were expected within two
weeks. Use of adjacent classrooms
would not be delayed.

The parking lots were being read-
ied and the fences will be removed
by the start of school in order to make
additional parking available. New
parking lines will be drawn to gain
more spaces, and 28 additional spaces
will be made available at Evergreen
Park on Westfield Avenue.

The board will assess the number of
spaces sometime during the opening
week of school to make a determination
regarding the adequacy of parking, once
the lines were in place, he said.

The windows at McGinn Elemen-
tary School would be under con-
struction for another two months.
Contractors were instructed to com-
plete two classrooms per day in order
to avoid disruption to the teachers
and students.

Due to heavy construction through-
out the state, all construction projects
have been delayed, Mr. Del Sordi
explained. Engineers will also be
looking into putting air conditioning
into the high school auditorium,
which was previously considered.

Board members commented that this
would allow more programs during
the summer months, in the auditorium.

Design plans for Park Middle
School windows were underway and
were expected to go out to bid by
December or January, Mr. Del Sordi
reported.

Punch list items on all of the schools
were in the process of being com-
pleted and inspected.

The high school fields were sod-
ded again. However, due to the un-
usually wet spring, the planting of
grass was late and has not yet rooted.
For this reason, some of the fields
will not be usable until the spring.

Renovations to the high school
gym, nurse’s office and music rooms
will be planned later this year and
were already budgeted items.

There was major flooding the week
of August 18, causing the upper fields
to drain heavily into the lower fields.
Westfield Road was backed up with
water and water was spurting out of
the manholes, Mr. Del Sordi said.
The backup caused water to enter
into the high school guidance area.
The district filed a claim and expects
most of the damage to be covered by
insurance, Mr. Del Sordi reported.

In response to inquiries by resi-
dents, Mr. Del Sordi explained that
the SPFHS roof has been renovated
or replaced in sections, with some
areas replaced in 1993 and other
areas replaced in 2000. Due to the
building being so large, the roof re-
placement is done in sections. The
warranties for some sections are still
in effect, while warranties for other
areas have expired, he said.

The locker rooms at Terrill Middle
School have been renovated and sec-
tions of the ceiling have been re-
placed so that the ceilings do not leak
anymore. Several other problems
have been encountered with work-
manship at Terrill, and contractors
will repair these problems during
non-school hours, including replac-
ing flooring and repainting.

The completion of repaving of
Westfield Avenue in front of SPFHS
is expected before the start of school,
weather permitting, Mr. Del Sordi
relayed. Other sections of Westfield
Avenue will be repaved in the next
few weeks.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol Choye, told the board that she
has been very busy reviewing hun-
dreds of résumés and applications in
order to fill many positions open in
the district.

The principals of both Terrill and
Park Middle Schools have moved
on. Terrill Principal John Foulks re-
tired, while Park Principal Rocco
Collucci has taken a position in
Rahway.

The new Principal and Assistant
Principal at Park Middle will be Lisa

Rebimbas and Kevin Halloway, re-
spectively, while the new Principal
at Terrill will be Ned Baubles and the
new Assistant Principal will be
Michael Klimko.

Dr. Margaret Hayes, Director of
Personnel, said that the district held
a three-day orientation for 40 new
teachers, hired over the summer. They
were given information on the
district’s policies, procedures and
practices, as well as lesson planning
assistance from the supervisors of
their respective departments.

Workshops were also held for ad-
ministrators and supervisors, as well
as the new secretaries, to go over
procedures and documentation.

Dr. Choye reported that more strin-
gent efforts were being implemented
to insure consistency of data record-
ing between schools, as well as a
stricter enforcement of residency
requirements.

The total enrollment for the new
school year was close to the enroll-
ment figure at the end of the year.
Exact numbers would not be calcu-
lated or announced until after school
began, to get a more accurate count,
Dr. Choye said. The numbers would be
assessed after the first week, in order to
calculate staff allocations,  with aides
possibly added to larger classrooms.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Scotch Plains resident
Myrna Gordon asked the board to
think ahead to the negotiating pro-
cess regarding medical benefits for
teachers. She said that the board
should take into account the
economy, taxes and what other dis-
tricts and corporations have been
doing to cut costs.

Mrs. Gordon suggested that teach-
ers should have to either contribute
more to their benefits packages or be
put into cost-saving HMOs.

Board member Thomas Russo
agreed with Mrs. Gordon that medi-
cal benefits have become very costly
and assured her that the board was
doing all that it could to negotiate
cost reductions.

Mrs. Gordon also asked the board
why letters endorsing the budget were
sent out on district stationary. She
said that politics should not be en-
dorsed by board members.

Board member Edward Saridaki
said those letters were mailed out by
the Parent-Teacher Association and
not sent on official, district letter-
head paper.

Mrs. Gordon also said that she was
appalled by the way students were
permitted to dress and that the board
should consider enforcing a stricter
dress code. She said that most par-
ents would favor a dress code, as
inappropriate dress was a discipline
problem and a distraction.

Mr. Russo responded that the dis-
trict had a dress code, but that the
Supreme Court has ruled that some
restrictions were a violation of stu-
dents’ rights and that styles change
with the times.

Mrs. Gordon retorted that some
public schools have adopted uni-
forms, despite Supreme Court rul-
ings.

“I am sure Dr. Heisey will do what-
ever he can to enforce the dress code,
but uniforms are not going to happen
here,” Mr. Russo replied.

A total of $3.5 million for out of
district, special education placements
was approved by the board. Board
members asked why the out of dis-
trict placements sometimes fluctu-
ated by as much as $30,000 for the
same disability classification.

District Director of Special Ser-
vices Thomas Beese explained that
each placement varied in the types of
services and programs offered at dif-
ferent schools, and that there were
different degrees of disability within
each classification.

Each placement and the services
given were individualized to each
student’s unique needs, he said.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
asked why the district couldn’t hire
its own special education teachers to
provide services when the costs for
several students under one classifi-
cation totaled more than one special
education teacher’s salary.

Mr. Beese explained that this was
being done in a few areas, such as
special education for autism, being
taught in the district.

However, he said that there were
other costs involved other than just
teachers’ salaries for some students,
such as therapeutic and psychologi-
cal or evaluation services, which the
district could not provide. Some
schools have in-house, special as-
sessment teams and other incidental

types of therapies, which would not
be cost effective for the district to
provide.

“That is being done whenever pos-
sible,” Mr. Beese said. “We have
developed programs, but we also have
to consider whether we can follow
through on these special education
programs from Kindergarten through
grade 12 for special needs students.”

Mr. Beese also reported on the new
Resolve Community Counseling
Center program that will be imple-
mented in the district. Resolve pro-
vides students with crisis interven-
tion and prevention counseling from
licensed therapists. The new pro-
gram will feature more frequent pre-
vention and intervention programs,
and more time spent with each stu-
dent. The idea is to attempt to fore-
stall the necessity of “crisis” inter-
vention by providing services in a
prevention mode, Mr. Beese reported.
The Resolve program will cost the
district $70,000 for the year.

Mr. Saradaki reported that the ad-
ditional, “Extraordinary Aid” from
the state, in the amount of $241,681,
must be applied to reducing taxes for
the 2004 year, according to the state’s
budgetary language.

However, this extraordinary aid
was initially promised by the state to
cover the tuition for special educa-
tion students, which exceeds $40,000
per student. Therefore, the tax ben-
efits of this money, spread over the
entire, taxpaying population, will be
offset by the district’s need to recoup
the money from taxpayers in order to
cover the cost of these mandated
services, thereby eliminating any
actual tax relief.

“This kind of shell game is exactly
what McGreevey is famous for,” Mr.
Saradaki remarked. “We ought to
have a recall election of our own.”

Extraordinary aid included sepa-
rate funds for various Title programs,
including a $2 check to cover Title II,
Part D from the state.

Mr. Saradaki also reported that the
budgetary committee will discuss the
budget at its September meeting. He
said that to compensate for the shortfall
of aid from the state, the district would
have to tighten its belts or ask the
taxpayers to make up the difference.

Should there be unused snow days,
WHS will be in session on April 12
instead of June 21.

Immediately after Superintendent
Foley made his decision, notifica-
tion of parents, guardians, and stu-
dents began. Letters to every parent
or guardian of a WHS student were
dropped off at the post office on the
afternoon of August 28.

Those who signed up for the WHS
e-mail list were notified of the
school’s delayed opening almost in-
stantly. In addition, Superintendent
Foley e-mailed all of his e-mail sub-
scribers. The announcement was
placed at the top of the town’s website,
www.westfieldnj.com. A recording
was placed on the school district’s
phone line, and local newspapers, as
well as Channel 36, were notified.

The schedule for the rest of the
school district remains the same, as
the remainder of Westfield’s schools
opened yesterday.

“We’ll definitely be ready to open
on Monday,” said Mr. Berman.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WHS Opening

Scotch Plains Officials,
Business Owners Eye
Redevelopment Ideas

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- There have
been some discussions in Scotch
Plains’ downtown business com-
munity about options, besides a
Special Improvement District
(SID), that could help inject new
vitality into the central business
district, although township gov-
ernment officials are keen on con-
tinuing to seriously examine the
establishment of a SID.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
told the Township Council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday
night that business owners have
been discussing whether the busi-
ness district might qualify as an
“Area in Need of Redevelop-
ment,” a state designation in-
cluded in the Local Redevelop-
ment and Housing Law.

Such a designation would al-
low downtown redevelopment to
be handled differently than a SID,
with different options available
to township officials.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen felt that downtown Scotch
Plains would not qualify, but
Councilwoman Malool said
members of the Towne Center
Task Force, an advisory group of
local businesspeople and town
officials, believed the decision
should ultimately be made by the
local Planning Board.

Township Manager Thomas
Atkins pointed out that moving
away from the SID option and
toward the other alternative
would mean a redevelopment
process that could take years to
complete.

Mayor Martin Marks, while
saying that no option should be
completely ruled out, urged Mrs.
Malool to press downtown
businesspeople to stay on the
present course and give serious
consideration to the SID alterna-
tive.

In other matters, Mr. Atkins
told the council that the road
repaving work on West Broad
Street was completed last week,

but that completion of the road-
work on Westfield Road is still
several days away.

In an effort to ease the situa-
tions in front of Brunner Elemen-
tary School and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, given the
start of the school year, the sec-
tion of Westfield Road from
Westfield Avenue to Homestead
Terrace was resurfaced last week.

The remaining stretch of road
is expected to be completed this
week and next week, weather
permitting. There is still other
work to be done on the Fanwood
side of Westfield Road, Mr.
Atkins emphasized.

Township finance officials will
be looking into the potential ben-
efits of the township endorsing a
discount prescription drug plan
for residents lacking insurance.

Several dozen New Jersey com-
munities participate in Garden
State Pharmacy Owners Provid-
ers Services Corp. (GSPOPS) in
which residents pay $20 annu-
ally to take part in a discount
prescription program.

No nearby towns do so, but
Clark is considering it. At Tues-
day night’s meeting, two council
members, Frank Rossi and
Paulette Coronato, expressed
some skepticism about the pro-
gram, wondering if it was neces-
sary for the local government to
give its endorsement.

In addition, Mr. Atkins said
the communications system at
the firehouse on the south side
of Scotch Plains is being exam-
ined, with the intent being to
upgrade it so that problems with
radio  communicat ions  and
transmissions can be elimi-
nated.

Noting that the present antenna
system is several decades old,
Mr. Atkins told the council that a
consulting engineer has been
looking at possible upgrades and
met this week with township of-
ficials. It is expected that recom-
mendations will be forthcoming
in the near future.

Check Us Out on the Web:
www.goleader.com!
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Extraordinary Aid
Shortfall Pondered
By SP-F School Bd.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi gave a construction update on
the district’s facilities during a joint
business and regular meeting of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education on August 28.

Mr. Del Sordi said that the board
expected a smooth opening after great
efforts were made to bring construc-
tion projects to a close.

The overpass and elevator at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) were still in the process  of
being finished and sign-offs on the
work were expected within two
weeks. Use of adjacent classrooms
would not be delayed.

The parking lots were being read-
ied and the fences will be removed
by the start of school in order to make
additional parking available. New
parking lines will be drawn to gain
more spaces, and 28 additional spaces
will be made available at Evergreen
Park on Westfield Avenue.

The board will assess the number
of spaces sometime during the open-
ing week of school to make a deter-
mination regarding the adequacy of
parking, once the lines were in place,
he said.

The windows at McGinn Elemen-
tary School would be under con-
struction for another two months.
Contractors were instructed to com-
plete two classrooms per day in order
to avoid disruption to the teachers
and students.

Due to heavy construction through-
out the state, all construction projects
have been delayed, Mr. Del Sordi
explained. Engineers will also be
looking into putting air conditioning
into the high school auditorium,
which was previously considered.

Board members commented that
this would allow more programs dur-
ing the summer months, in the audi-
torium.

Design plans for Park Middle
School windows were underway and
were expected to go out to bid by
December or January, Mr. Del Sordi
reported.

Punch list items on all of the schools
were in the process of being com-
pleted and inspected.

The high school fields were sod-
ded again. However, due to the un-
usually wet spring, the planting of
grass was late and has not yet rooted.

For this reason, some of the fields
will not be usable until the spring.

Renovations to the high school
gym, nurse’s office and music rooms
will be planned later this year and
were already budgeted items.

There was major flooding the week
of August 18, causing the upper fields
to drain heavily into the lower fields.
Westfield Road was backed up with

SP, Fanwood Residents Fear
Devel. Will Increase Flooding

By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Times

Woodcliff, Inc., the owner of 33
Ginder Place, continued its applica-
tion for a five-lot subdivision at the
Fanwood Planning Board meeting
last week.

The application, if granted, would
allow the building of a five-house
development, that residents fear will
increase flooding in their neighbor-
hood.

The development would be built
on a planned cul-de-sac called
Beverly Place, to be accessed off of
Midway Avenue and would be adja-
cent to the Scotch Plains border, near
the Cedar Brook.

John Du Pont, of E.K.A. Associ-
ates, the applicant’s engineer, testi-
fied regarding changes that were
made to Woodcliff Inc.’s plans, in
light of input received from the Bor-
ough Engineer, Rick Marsden, and
board comments at last month’s
meeting.

The majority of the revisions were
to the proposed drainage system,
which would now be installed al-
most completely on the site, instead
of on private or borough-owned prop-
erty.

The pipes would now be plastic,
instead of metal, and have an open
bottom, to allow water to infiltrate
into the ground, as well as flow
through the system. Stones would be
installed below the piping to maxi-
mize percolation into the soil. An
emergency spillway would be added
at the center-rear of the property,
which would allow water to flow
through an inlet directly into the
Cedar Brook, should the system fail.

Mr. Du Pont advised that the New
Jersey Residential Site Improvement
Standards dictate that after develop-

ment, the rate of water runoff must
be reduced to 80 percent of what
existed before the development oc-
curred, so the rate of runoff on the
property will actually decrease.

He acknowledged that while the
development will increase the actual
amount of the flow, the system –
which can hold up to 30,000 gallons
of water – will retain the water and
release it slowly into the brook.

There were several questions from
board members regarding responsi-
bility for the maintenance of the
system, after Mr. Du Pont indicated
that appropriate maintenance is the
key to keeping the system function-
ing properly.

Mr. Du Pont stated that public
works departments usually maintain
these systems, so that they are prop-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Officials Will Stage Mock Emergency
Disaster Drill in Westfield on Sept. 6
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On Saturday, September 6, between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and noon, the
Union Country Office of Emergency
Management and Town of Westfield,
in conjunction with other local, state
and Federal agencies and local hospi-
tals, will conduct a mock emergency
disaster exercise at the Westfield Train
Station. During the course of the exer-
cise, emergency response personnel,
equipment, and vehicles will be in the
immediate vicinity of the Westfield
Train Station on the North Avenue side.

The drill is intended to test response
capabilities. There is no need to be-
come alarmed. This is a mock emer-
gency disaster exercise to evaluate
preparedness. Individuals should feel
free to go about their daily routine.

Organizers wish to make this drill
as realistic as possible; however, in
order to do so it will necessitate a
simulated evacuation. At some point
in time during the exercise, emer-
gency response personnel may dis-
tribute a flyer to homes or business
declaring them “evacuated.” You will
not be required to leave your home or
businesses. This is for demonstration
purposes only.

It is important that people do not
call the main police communications
center if you have any questions or
concerns regarding the mock emer-
gency disaster exercise. Calls should
be directed to Deputy Chief Duelks at
the Westfield Fire Department (908)
789-4131.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SCHOOL SCRAMBLE…Vehicles carrying Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) students wound their way through traffic early yesterday morning to
drop off pupils for their first day of school. Pictured, in center photo, SPFHS crossing guard Vincent Krey, who has served in this capacity for 11 years, led students
safely across Westfield Road. The south end of Westfield Road, from Brunner Elementary School to North Avenue, was undergoing paving reconstruction, which
slowed down traffic. The road from SPFHS to Plainfield Avenue was newly paved.

Pat Connor for The Times
WHEEE!…The Super Slide 2000 provided attendees to the 29th Annual
UNICO/St. Bartholomew Labor Day Italian Festival with hours of thrills last
weekend.

SP Officials Seek
Ways to Redevelop
Business District

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

There have been some discus-
sions in Scotch Plains’ downtown
business community about op-
tions, besides a Special Improve-
ment District (SID), that could
help inject new vitality into the
central business district, although
township government officials are
keen on continuing to seriously
examine the establishment of a
SID.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
told the Township Council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday
night that business owners have
been discussing whether the busi-
ness district might qualify as an
“Area in Need of Redevelop-
ment,” a state designation in-
cluded in the Local Redevelop-
ment and Housing Law.

Such a designation would al-
low downtown redevelopment to
be handled differently than a SID,
with different options available
to township officials.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen felt that downtown Scotch
Plains would not qualify, but
Councilwoman Malool said
members of the Towne Centre
Task Force, an advisory group of
local businesspeople and town
officials, believed the decision

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
QUICK BURN… Last Thursday, August 28, the Quick Chek in Scotch Plains
on Westfield Road caught fire, and was quickly put out by Scotch Plains
Volunteer Fire Department. The Westfield Fire Department and Plainfield Fire
Department were also on scene for back up.

Replacement of Communications Tower
Discussed by Fanwood Borough Council

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s “leaning” communica-
tions tower was discussed at length
at Tuesday’s agenda meeting of the
Fanwood council.

Police Chief Donald Domanoski
and Officer Brian Bartimoro pre-
sented the mayor and council with
photographs and information on the
state of the tower, located on the
Borough Hall grounds which is lean-
ing three feet to the south.

Officer Bartimoro explained that
the radio tower needs to be replaced
entirely, but in the meantime, it is
crucial that a grounding system be
installed. He stated that the tower
has not been grounded properly, and
this is a very dangerous situation.

The police department has received
a new radio system from an $80,000
grant, and Officer Bartimoro empha-
sized that this new equipment must
be protected from lightning strikes
that can often hit a tall metal tower.
In the current state, if lightning did
strike the tower, the new equipment
would be destroyed.

One bid has been received that
estimates the cost of the protection
to be $3,000, and other bids will be
reviewed.

New radios have already been in-
stalled in patrol cars, and the repeat-

ers, devices for receiving and deliv-
ering signals, and antennae will be
installed within the next two weeks,
Officer Bartimoro reported. The de-
partment anticipates that the new
system will be online by Wednesday,
October 1.

In discussing the replacement
tower, Officer Bartimoro explained
that, “the new tower needs to be at
least 100 to 110 feet tall,” reflecting
the research he has conducted on the
matter. Discussion was held about
the height and type of tower and
equipment that would be necessary
should the municipality be interested
in attracting wireless service provid-
ers in the future.

Officer Bartimoro also presented
information on two types of towers
for the municipality, “mono pole”
and “lattice” tower.

Charles Whelan of Salient Associ-
ates, a cellular communications spe-
cialist who has advised the Fanwood
Planning Board on the cell tower
issues with Verizon and AT&T, was
also present at the meeting. He added
his expert advice on the matter.

The hour-long presentation and
discussion concluded with Fanwood
Mayor Louis Jung and the council
making preliminary decisions to act
thoroughly and quickly on the light-
ning protection for the existing tower,

and to request bids for both types of
replacement tower: pole and lattice.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Richard Marsden presented an
update on several current public
works projects.

South Avenue, West, the side street
located by Fanwood Liquors, has
been “beat up by heavy truck traf-
fic,” according to Mr. Marsden. To
rectify the situation, a $95,000
project, fully funded by the Depart-
ment of Transportation, will conduct
milling, resurfacing, curbing and
drainage at the location.

Work is “desperately needed” at
the intersection of Second Street and
Coriell Avenue, explained Mr.
Marsden. Discussion was held regard-
ing the curve at the intersection of the
two streets, proper handling of the
rainwater flow with the installation of
piping, and sidewalks being redone.

Mr. Marsden added that Shady
Lane needs to have a “crown” given
to the road to help drain away water
to the curbs

“We are overdue for milling. The
costs came in higher than expected,
and this is not a Department of Trans-
portation paid project. I hope to re-
ceive bids within two weeks,” he stated.

The council will hold its next regu-
lar public meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9.
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Extraordinary Aid Shortfall
Pondered by SP-F School Bd.
water and water was spurting out of
the manholes, Mr. Del Sordi said. The
backup caused water to enter into the
high school guidance area. The dis-
trict filed a claim and expects most of
the damage to be covered by insur-
ance, Mr. Del Sordi reported.

In response to inquiries by resi-
dents, Mr. Del Sordi explained that
the SPFHS roof has been renovated or
replaced in sections, with some areas
replaced in 1993 and other areas re-
placed in 2000. Due to the building
being so large, the roof replacement is
done in sections. The warranties for
some sections are still in effect, while
warranties for other areas have ex-
pired, he said.

The locker rooms at Terrill Middle
School have been renovated and sec-
tions of the ceiling have been re-
placed so that the ceilings do not leak
anymore. Several other problems have
been encountered with workmanship
at Terrill, and contractors will repair
these problems during non-school
hours, including replacing flooring
and repainting.

The completion of repaving of
Westfield Avenue in front of SPFHS
is expected before the start of school,
weather permitting, Mr. Del Sordi
relayed. Other sections of Westfield
Avenue will be repaved in the next
few weeks.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol Choye, told the board that she
has been very busy reviewing hun-
dreds of résumés and applications in
order to fill many positions open in
the district.

The principals of both Terrill and
Park Middle Schools have moved on.
Terrill Principal John Foulks retired,
while Park Principal Rocco Collucci
has taken a position in Rahway.

The new Principal and Assistant
Principal at Park Middle will be Lisa
Rebimbas and Kevin Halloway, re-
spectively, while the new Principal at
Terrill will be Ned Baubles and the
new Assistant Principal will be
Michael Klimko.

Dr. Margaret Hayes, Director of
Personnel, said that the district held a
three-day orientation for 40 new teach-
ers, hired over the summer. They were
given information on the district’s
policies, procedures and practices, as
well as lesson planning assistance
from the supervisors of their respec-
tive departments.

Workshops were also held for ad-
ministrators and supervisors, as well
as the new secretaries, to go over
procedures and documentation.

Dr. Choye reported that more strin-
gent efforts were being implemented
to insure consistency of data record-
ing between schools, as well as a
stricter enforcement of residency re-
quirements.

The total enrollment for the new
school year was close to the enroll-
ment figure at the end of the year.
Exact numbers would not be calcu-
lated or announced until after school
began, to get a more accurate count,
Dr. Choye said. The numbers would
be assessed after the first week, in
order to calculate staff allocations,
with aides possibly added to larger
classrooms.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Scotch Plains resident Myrna
Gordon asked the board to think ahead
to the negotiating process regarding
medical benefits for teachers. She
said that the board should take into
account the economy, taxes and what
other districts and corporations have
been doing to cut costs.

Mrs. Gordon suggested that teach-
ers should have to either contribute
more to their benefits packages or be
put into cost-saving HMOs.

Board member Thomas Russo
agreed with Mrs. Gordon that medi-
cal benefits have become very costly
and assured her that the board was
doing all that it could to negotiate cost
reductions.

Mrs. Gordon also asked the board
why letters endorsing the budget were
sent out on district stationary. She
said that politics should not be en-
dorsed by board members.

Board member Edward Saridaki
said those letters were mailed out by
the Parent-Teacher Association and
not sent on official, district letterhead
paper.

Mrs. Gordon also said that she was

appalled by the way students were
permitted to dress and that the board
should consider enforcing a stricter
dress code. She said that most parents
would favor a dress code, as inappro-
priate dress was a discipline problem
and a distraction.

Mr. Russo responded that the dis-
trict had a dress code, but that the
Supreme Court has ruled that some
restrictions were a violation of stu-
dents’ rights and that styles change
with the times.

Mrs. Gordon retorted that some
public schools have adopted uniforms,
despite Supreme Court rulings.

“I am sure Dr. Heisey will do what-
ever he can to enforce the dress code,
but uniforms are not going to happen
here,” Mr. Russo replied.

A total of $3.5 million for out of
district, special education placements
was approved by the board. Board
members asked why the out of district
placements sometimes fluctuated by
as much as $30,000 for the same
disability classification.

District Director of Special Ser-
vices Thomas Beese explained that
each placement varied in the types of
services and programs offered at dif-
ferent schools, and that there were
different degrees of disability within
each classification.

Each placement and the services
given were individualized to each
student’s unique needs, he said.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
asked why the district couldn’t hire its
own special education teachers to pro-
vide services when the costs for sev-
eral students under one classification
totaled more than one special educa-
tion teacher’s salary.

Mr. Beese explained that this was
being done in a few areas, such as
special education for autism, being
taught in the district.

However, he said that there were
other costs involved other than just
teachers’ salaries for some students,
such as therapeutic and psychologi-
cal or evaluation services, which the
district could not provide. Some
schools have in-house, special assess-
ment teams and other incidental types
of therapies, which would not be cost
effective for the district to provide.

“That is being done whenever pos-
sible,” Mr. Beese said. “We have de-
veloped programs, but we also have
to consider whether we can follow
through on these special education
programs from Kindergarten through
grade 12 for special needs students.”

Mr. Beese also reported on the new
Resolve Community Counseling Cen-
ter program that will be implemented
in the district. Resolve provides stu-
dents with crisis intervention and pre-
vention counseling from licensed
therapists. The new program will fea-
ture more frequent prevention and
intervention programs, and more time
spent with each student. The idea is to
attempt to forestall the necessity of
“crisis” intervention by providing ser-
vices in a prevention mode, Mr. Beese
reported. The Resolve program will
cost the district $70,000 for the year.

Mr. Saradaki reported that the addi-
tional, “Extraordinary Aid” from the
state, in the amount of $241,681,
must be applied to reducing taxes for
the 2004 year, according to the state’s
budgetary language.

However, this extraordinary aid was
initially promised by the state to cover
the tuition for special education stu-
dents, which exceeds $40,000 per
student. Therefore, the tax benefits of
this money, spread over the entire,
taxpaying population, will be offset
by the district’s need to recoup the
money from taxpayers in order to
cover the cost of these mandated ser-
vices, thereby eliminating any actual
tax relief.

“This kind of shell game is exactly
what McGreevey is famous for,” Mr.
Saradaki remarked. “We ought to have
a recall election of our own.”

Extraordinary aid included sepa-
rate funds for various Title programs,
including a $2 check to cover Title II,
Part D from the state.

Mr. Saradaki also reported that the
budgetary committee will discuss the
budget at its September meeting. He
said that to compensate for the shortfall
of aid from the state, the district would
have to tighten its belts or ask the
taxpayers to make up the difference.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
OPEN FOR BUSINESS…The doors of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
officially opened for the 2003-2004 academic term on yesterday morning, as
busloads of children were dropped off for classes.

WF Council Updated
On Turf Field Proposal

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council
conference session, Recreation
Commission Chairman Keith
Hertell presented an update on the
proposed lighted artificial turf field
and received the council’s permis-
sion to continue researching the
project.

The commission is proposing
that the field be built on a portion
of the land at the Conservation
Center on Lamberts Mill Road.

Mr. Hertell said, “The initial
wetlands delineation survey reveals
there is enough room for both the
operations of the DPW (Depart-
ment of Public Works) activities
and a lighted artificial turf field.”
He also stressed the need for an
additional field in town.

Mr. Hertell has already arranged
a meeting with the Scotch Plains
residents who border the site on
Thursday, September 18, to dis-
cuss issues of traffic, noise, lights
and smell.

Mr. Hertell said that he will ask
the Westfield Board of Education
for $400,000 to assist in financing
the field and in exchange they will
have set time on the field.

He met with school board mem-
ber Kimberly Rhodes and held pre-
liminary discussions with Board
Secretary/Business Administrator
Robert Berman and Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. William Foley.

Maps were also shown for the
issue of wetlands, which take up a
portion of the property.

According to Recreation Depart-
ment Director Bruce Kaufmann,
some of the wetlands can be filled in.

Mr. Hertell stated that the com-
mission is still waiting to find out
how far back into the “swell” the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection will allow them to fill.

Town Administrator James
Gildea stated that once the wet-
lands delineation is complete the
area where the field, stands and
parking area will be staked out so
that it can be determined how much

erly maintained. However, there was
some discussion as to whether the
owners could be charged if the bor-
ough performs the maintenance.

Residents in attendance were skep-
tical about the effectiveness of the
system and questioned whether its
runoff would cause the Cedar Brook
to peak sooner, or whether the flood-
ing would last longer.

Mr. Du Pont replied that it would
not, reiterating several times that by
law, the development cannot make
flooding in the area worse.

“We are really trying to address
everything and make the best system
we can,” said Mr. Du Pont, in re-
sponse to continued questions as to
whether the drainage system was go-
ing to negatively impact flooding.

Also testifying on behalf of the
applicant was George Jay Cosentino,
a certified landscape architect, re-
garding Woodcliff’s tree replacement
plan. Neighbors had previously ex-
pressed concerns that the applicant
was planning on clear cutting the
land unnecessarily.

In his testimony, Mr. Cosentino stated
that he had inspected the site as to the
number and condition of the trees, and
determined that of the 145 trees on site,
139 trees needed to be removed, and
only six trees could be saved.

Of those being removed, he
deemed 69 trees to be exempt from
the borough’s tree replacement ordi-
nance, as they were either dead, in
poor condition or in the right of way.
Under the ordinance, the applicant
would be required to replace 95 trees,
but he had determined that the site
could only accommodate 48 trees:
eight street trees, six shade trees, five
flowering trees and 29 evergreens.

Mr. Cosentino noted that his plans
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were drawn before the relocation of
the drainage system, and in light of
that revision, the applicant would
now have to eliminate five of the
trees it had originally hoped to save.

“You are saying that you can only
save one tree on the entire lot?”
asked Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings.

Mr. Cosentino replied that was the
case, due to the amount of improve-
ments planned for the property, but
he also noted that most were not
quality specimens, having sustained
broken branches.

Mr. Cummings also asked Mr.
Cosentino how many additional trees
could be saved if only three houses
were built. He replied that although
he had not done those calculations,
he believed that only a few more
could be saved.

It was discussed that if the appli-
cant could not replace the requisite
95 trees, it could either provide mon-
etary consideration to the borough or
purchase trees to be planted in other
locations.

Some board members also com-
mented that they were not happy
with the choice of street trees planned
– callery pears – as they were not in
keeping with the typical trees in
Fanwood.

Mr. Cosentino is scheduled to
meet with members of the Shade
Tree Commission on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9, to discuss the tree re-
placement plan, after which time,
the commission will issue a report
to the board.

The hearing will continue, with
additional testimony from Mr.
Cosentino, at the next meeting of the
Planning Board, on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 24, at 8 p.m.

SP, Fanwood Residents Fear
Devel. Will Increase Flooding
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SP Officials Seek New Ways
To Redevelop Business District

should ultimately be made by the
local Planning Board.

Township Manager Thomas
Atkins pointed out that moving away
from the SID option and toward the
other alternative would mean a re-
development process that could take
years to complete.

Mayor Martin Marks, while say-
ing that no option should be com-
pletely ruled out, urged Mrs. Malool
to press downtown businesspeople
to stay on the present course and
give serious consideration to the
SID alternative.

In other matters, Mr. Atkins told
the council that the road repaving
work on West Broad Street was com-
pleted last week, but that comple-
tion of the roadwork on Westfield
Road is still several days away.

In an effort to ease the situations
in front of Brunner Elementary
School and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, given the start of the
school year, the section of Westfield
Road from Westfield Avenue to
Homestead Terrace was resurfaced
last week.

The remaining stretch of road is
expected to be completed this week
and next week, weather permitting.
There is still other work to be done
on the Fanwood side of Westfield
Road, Mr. Atkins emphasized.

Township finance officials will
be looking into the potential ben-
efits of the township endorsing a
discount prescription drug plan for
residents lacking insurance.

Several dozen New Jersey com-
munities participate in Garden State
Pharmacy Owners Provider Services
Corp. (GSPOPS) in which residents
pay $20 annually to take part in a
discount prescription program.

No nearby towns do so, but Clark
is considering it. At Tuesday night’s
meeting, two council members,
Frank Rossi and Paulette Coronato,
expressed some skepticism about
the program, wondering if it was
necessary for the local government
to give its endorsement.

In addition, Mr. Atkins said the
communications system at the
firehouse on the south side of Scotch
Plains is being examined, with the
intent being to upgrade it so that
problems with radio communica-
tions and transmissions can be elimi-
nated.

Noting that the present antenna
system is several decades old, Mr.
Atkins told the council that a con-
sulting engineer has been looking at
possible upgrades and met this week
with township officials. It is ex-
pected that recommendations will
be forthcoming in the near future.impact there will be on the current

DPW operation.
Mayor McDermott expressed

concerns about the odor as well as
traffic.

Mr. Hertell stated that the odor
will be encapsulated under the field
and parking lot.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
stated that, in the summer, grass
being dropped off can start to smell
quickly.

Fourth Ward Democrat Coun-
cilman Larry Goldman suggested
that if the town is going to partner
with the school board, the field at
Kehler Stadium should be looked
at as it is “underutilized.”

According to Mr. Hertell, Dr.
Foley suggested the field behind
Edison Intermediate School for the
project.

Mr. Kaufmann added that, be-
cause the track is at Kehler Sta-
dium, lacrosse could not be played
at the same time as the High School
Federation bans the duel use.

The council ultimately granted
permission for the commission to
continue with their work on the
project. However, the commission
will continue its research through
monies donated by the Westfield
Soccer Association.

Some council members also ex-
pressed disappointment that the
Conservation Center was the only
site available for the town.

Fourth Ward Democrat Coun-
cilwoman Susan Jacobson ex-
pressed concern that money has
been solicited from user groups
and that there is a “sense of antici-
pation that this will happen” when
the council has not yet committed
the funding.

She stated that if the council
decides to undertake the currently
proposed parking projects, there
could be tighter fiscal restraints
for other projects.

Mr. Hertell will ask the town for
$1.1 million for the field in next
year’s capital budget requests.

A traffic study on the proposal
will be forthcoming in the next
couple of weeks.

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Due to safety con-
cerns and construction delays,
Westfield High School (WHS) will
open on Monday, September 8, in-
stead of Wednesday, September 3,
as originally planned.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley toured the building
on Thursday, August 28, with WHS
Principal Dr. Robert Petix, Board of
Education Business Administrator
and Board Secretary Robert Berman,
and members of the school board.

After assessing the school’s con-
dition and finding safety conditions
to be unsatisfactory, Dr. Foley de-
cided to delay the school’s opening.

Chief among the safety concerns
is the presence of high amounts of
dust in the air due to the summer-
long construction. Dust levels in
WHS are high enough that inhaling
it could pose a health risk to both

Safety, Health Concerns Top Reasons Why
Officials Chose to Delay Opening of WHS

students and staff.
In addition, furniture that had to

be removed from classrooms being
renovated is still in the hallways.
The furniture would hinder move-
ment through the school, keeping
students and teachers from getting
to their designated classrooms on
time. The furniture will be moved
out of the hallways as soon as con-
struction on the classrooms is com-
plete.

Along with the safety concerns,
construction on some of the class-
rooms continues to wrap up. While
major construction is complete, a
number of the floors have to be re-
leveled, and clocks in the class-
rooms need to be restored to func-
tionality.

The WHS renovation plan called
for 12 classrooms to be renovated
and converted into 14 classrooms.
In addition, new classrooms would
be added on. Ten of the classrooms

to be renovated were science class-
rooms, each of which had its own
gas and water lines for lab work.
These lines needed to be capped off,
and the other lab equipment in the
classrooms needed to be demolished.

Mr. Berman said, “There were a
number of field changes in the demo-
litions that led to delays.”

The science rooms, along with
two art rooms, are being converted
into three art rooms, seven regular
classrooms, and four small group
instruction rooms.

WHS underwent its fire inspec-
tion on Wednesday, August 27. The
fire inspector found that dust from
construction had covered some of
the school’s smoke detectors, pos-
ing a possible fire hazard.

“The fire inspector returned this
week, and the dust had been cleared
away from the smoke detectors,”
said Mr. Berman. WHS passed fire
inspection.

A new elevator being installed by
the instrumental music room arrived
this week. Its installation should be
complete “by the beginning of Oc-
tober,” said Mr. Berman.

Penalties for delays appear in the
contracts the school district signed
with various companies involved in
the renovations at WHS. Liquidated
damages may be assessed based on
how far construction continues past
the August 25 deadline.

Secretary Berman stated, “We’ll
work with our attorneys to see what
milestones were not met and pro-

ceed from there.”
The possibility of construction

delays was addressed by the Board
of Education as early as January of
this year. When the 2003-2004
school calendar was presented for
consideration on January 14, it con-
tained a back-up plan in case WHS
opened on September 8 instead of
September 5.

Class will be in session at the high
school on February 17 and June 21.
Should there be unused snow days,
WHS will be in session on April 12
instead of June 21.

Immediately after Superintendent
Foley made his decision, notifica-
tion of parents, guardians, and stu-
dents began. Letters to every parent
or guardian of a WHS student were
dropped off at the post office on the
afternoon of August 28.

Those who signed up for the WHS
e-mail list were notified of the
school’s delayed opening almost in-
stantly. In addition, Superintendent
Foley e-mailed all of his e-mail
subscribers. The announcement was
placed at the top of the town’s
website, www.westfieldnj.com. A
recording was placed on the school
district’s phone line, and local news-
papers, as well as Channel 36, were
notified.

The schedule for the rest of the
school district remains the same, as
the remainder of Westfield’s schools
opened yesterday.

“We’ll definitely be ready to open
on Monday,” said Mr. Berman.

Pat Connor for The Times
AROUND AND AROUND WE GO…The 29th Annual UNICO/St. Bartholomew
Labor Day Italian Festival brightened up the spirits of Labor Day weekend
revelers with rides such as the Ferris Wheel, and a delicious array of ethnic
foods.
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WF Chamber of Commerce
Appoints Executive Director

Sen. Suliga Urges County
To Purchase S. Plains Land
SCOTCH PLAINS – State Senator

Joseph Suliga (D-22) recently urged the
Union County Board of Freeholders to
acquire 23 acres in Scotch Plains as part
of the County’s Open Space Trust Fund
Program. In a letter to Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Senator Suliga said
the proposal, “offers a remarkable oppor-
tunity to preserve open space and farm-
land which is at risk for development.”

Senator Suliga’s efforts concern prop-
erty owned by the Sevell family on Coo-
per Road in Scotch Plains. The senator
noted that the property is currently zoned
for residential development, but there is a
desire of the owners to have the property
placed in the trust fund.

“As the co-chairman of the Senate
Environmental Committee, I have an

appreciation of the desire to preserve
open space in our state. Over develop-
ment and congestion are major problems
which drain municipal services, and ulti-
mately lessens the quality of life,” Sen.
Suliga said.

Sen. Suliga added that the preserva-
tion of the Scotch Plains parcel would be
a “legacy to future generations. We know
that once an open space opportunity is
lost, it is done so permanently.”

Senator Suliga praised the County
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund. “The fact is that
over the past two years, over eighty acres
have already been preserved under the
program. The inclusion of this new tract
will expand county parkland by 100
acres,” he concluded.

WESTFIELD – Allison O’Hara
has been appointed as the new Ex-
ecutive Director of The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce.

As Executive Director, Ms. O’Hara
will work with over 350 chamber
members comprised of retail, ser-
vice, non-profits and professional
businesses. She will survey the con-
cerns of the members and initiate
programs supporting
the business environ-
ment in the Westfield
area.

Ms. O’Hara comes to
the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce
with a strong back-
ground in retailing,
management, promo-
tions and communica-
tions. She served as
marketing manager at
Random House and
Scholastic, Inc., coor-
dinating retail and trade
promotions for distinguished
children’s books, videos and CD-
ROM products including Dr. Seuss, I
Spy, and Arthur. She developed
unique retail promotions through ad-
vertisements, sales collateral, direct
mail and online features.  Her re-
sponsibilities included consumer re-
search.

Ms. O’Hara was the store manager
for B. Dalton, Bookseller at the Short
Hills Mall.

“My retail experience will provide
a meaningful connection to our cham-
ber members as I look forward to
personally meeting them. The
Westfield business community has a
lot to offer in quality, value, variety,
service and convenience and I shall
enjoy taking that message to the pub-
lic,” said Ms. O’Hara.

“Families come to the Westfield
area with the expectation of a com-
munity feeling and they won’t be
disappointed as they come to patron-

ize the wide range of retail and pro-
fessional services available in their
hometown,” she added.

Ms. O’Hara earned her Bachelor
of Arts degree in English Literature
at Drew University, Madison and
holds an Master of Arts degree from
Columbia University, New York in
Instructional Technology and Media
in Education.

A resident of
Garwood, she has been
involved with many
community organiza-
tions, having served as
Chairman of the Out-
reach Board of the First
Congregational Church
of Westfield. This sum-
mer she arranged and
attended a work camp
service project for the
teen members in New
Hampshire. Ms. O’Hara
personally maintains a
strong interest in fund-

raising for non-profit organizations.
Ms. O’Hara will work closely with

the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Board of Directors.

Warren Rorden, longtime Cham-
ber member echoed the sentiments
of the board in extending Allison
O’Hara a warm welcome. He remi-
nisced about the role the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce has
played at critical times in its fifty-
year history in maintaining a strong
business community for Westfield.

“We have always been there when
called upon to protect the economic
viability of a community downtown.
The watershed event was the defeat
of an expansive shopping center on
our border from outside interests in
the 1960’s,” said Rorden, chairman
of “Stop The Mall” at the time.

Anyone seeking to meet with the
new Executive Director is invited to
call the Chamber office at (908) 233-
3021 for an appointment.

Allison O’Hara

Beginning this Autumn, the Northside Trattoria will play host
to some of the finest jazz ensembles in New Jersey.

On the second Wednesday of every month you are cordially
invited to join us for a four course dinner followed by an
evening of jazz.

The evening will commence with a four-course dinner
beginning at 6:30pm.  Music will follow from 8:00-10:00pm.
Guests will be served an assortment of appetizers, a
seasonal salad, a choice of entrees tailor-made for each
event, desserts and cappuccino or espresso.

RESERVATIONS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
www.wychwoodcatering@aol.com

dinner served at 6:30pm     music from 8:00 - 10:00pm

TRATTORIA

 

Dates: September 10th ‘03 • October 8th, ‘03
November 12th, ‘03 • December 10th, ‘03

THE TIMESTHE TIMES
Scotch Plains - FanwoodScotch Plains - Fanwood

The Westfield LeaderThe Westfield Leader

Contact our Sales Department to help you with your
advertising.  By creating and sending your own PDFs and
electronic files via e-mail, you can save on the production
cost of your ad.  The ad you produce is then streamlined

into our publication with the greatest possible speed,
accuracy and production values.

T: 908 232 4407  •  F: 908 232 0473  •  sales@goleader.com

THE FINANCIAL SEMINAR FOR

SERIOUS WOMEN INVESTORS

Hosted By:

When:

Where:

Stewart A. Ritter
Senior Vice President-Investments

Wednesday, September 17th 2003
at 7:00 p.m.

The Westwood
438 North Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

Admission is free but space is limited.
For tickets please call Rosie DeSimone
(908) 789-7827 or (800) 265-5736

THE BIGGEST MISTAKES

WOMEN INVESTORS MAKE

AND HOW TO IDENTIFY THEM

Prudential Securities
A Division of WACHOVIA SECURITIES, LLC
7/03  Wachovia Securities, LLC member NYSE & SIPC.  Prudential service marks are owned by The Prudential
Insurance Company of America and are used herein under license.  www.prudential.com AB1635

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 535-8244
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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Candidate Campaign Release - FW Council

FW Candidate Demands
Safe Routes To School

As another school year starts, the safety
of our children who walk to school needs
to be addressed. Fanwood has a joint
school district with Scotch Plains and
currently there are no schools ac-
tually within Fanwood’s bound-
ary. However, a number of schools
on our borders are within walking
distance and Fanwood children
walk to these schools. Many of
these routes could be improved and made
safer for our walkers. One example is the
route to McGinn School. Currently the
crosswalk across Martine Avenue is sub-
standard and needs to be improved to be
a high visibility crosswalk. This cross-
walk should have pedestrian warning

and location signs, in addition to the
crossing guard currently posted at that
location. NJDOT has grant money set
aside specifically to help communities

make Safe Routes to Schools. Why
are we not taking advantage of
this grant money? The Democratic
Team of Mahr, Molenaar and
Dolce will provide the kind of
professional experience and lead-

ership that will actively pursue grant
money to improve our community. It’s
time to improve all of Fanwood. Its time
to put Fanwood First!

Jack Molenaar
Democrat for Fanwood Borough

Council

YE OLD SCHOOLHOUSE…Pictured above is the Willow Grove School built
in 1780, in Scotch Plains. It served both Scotch-Plains and Westfield Students
until 1872.

A Glimpse Back in Time
At Westfield and SP Schools

By ELAINE VUONO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It may be time to go back to school,
but there are bound to be some chil-
dren who wish that the summer would
never end. So if they start to grumble
when that early alarm goes off, it
might help to remind them that com-
pared to the schools of yesteryear,
today’s schools are not so bad after
all.

Marion Nicholl Rawson, a local
historian, who was born on Union
Avenue in Scotch Plains in 1878,
writes of her school memories in
her book, “Under the Blue Hills.”
Ms. Rawson recalls that at age
seven, she dressed for her first day
of school, complete with button
up-high black shoes, black cotton
stockings and a white apron tied at
her shoulders with a blue ribbon.
Older girls – of fifteen to twenty –
would wear long dresses, with a
bustle and a “tightly laced waist” –
their long hair tied in a knot at the
back of the neck.

She recalls the classroom rules, in
which waving one finger in the air
meant “Please, a drink,” for a drink
of water from the tin dipper at the
front of the class, while two fingers
signified “Out please” for a run out-
side to the “privy.”

According to Ms. Rawson, disci-
pline was harsher than in our politi-
cally-correct world, with mouths
washed out with soap for “telling
stories” and having to write the word
“whispering” three hundred times
for talking too much. The “ferule”, a
flat stick or ruler, was also used for
many years, to dole out punishment
for more serious offenses.

The New England Primer, which
dates back to the 17th century, may
have been used in our schools. Long
before the principle of separation of
church and state was invoked, the
reader taught both the alphabet and
the protestant beliefs of the day. The
alphabet was taught with rhymed
couplets like, “The Idle Fool/Is Whipt
at School.”

A Grammatical Institute of the
English Language was written by
Noah Webster (of Dictionary fame)
in 1783, and taught spelling, reading
and pronunciation, but was better
known as the “Blue Backed Speller,”
due to the color of its back cover.

The first school in Scotch Plains
was built in 1768, near the Village
Green, on land deeded by William
Darby of the Scotch Plains Baptist

Church. The tuition per pupil was
$1.87 and a half, which was due
every three months. (It was not until
1871 that the legislature would de-
clare public schools free.) The small
two-story building, later referred to
as “The Academy,” was used until
1851. In 1875, it was moved to a
location on Stout Avenue, but suc-
cumbed to fire in 1969.

The next schoolhouse, also served
as the second Scotch Plains Baptist
Church, which had been built in 1816.
The two-story building was moved
to its current location on Grand Street
in 1871, where it served many stu-
dents, including Ms. Rawson, until
the late 1800’s. The building is still
in use by the Scotch-Plains Fanwood
YMCA.

This first “modern” school, School
One, was built in 1890 on Park Av-
enue, reportedly after much resis-
tance from the old timers in the com-
munity. The School closed in 1974
and fell victim to fire in 1984.

On the south side of town, a school
was constructed in 1780 on Radley
Road. The two-room schoolhouse
was moved several times but finally
relocated to the Willow Grove sec-
tion. It served students from both
Scotch Plains and Westfield until
1872, but was condemned in 1878
and subsequently razed.

Another school on the south side
was the “Jackson School Academy”
located on the corner of Terrill Road
and Cushing Road, which operated
from 1814 through the mid-1850’s.

While the Baptists were largely
responsible for the Scotch Plains
schools, it was the Presbyterians who
built the first log schoolhouse in
Westfield, around 1750, on the Coe
farm, south of East Broad Street and
east of Central Avenue. The former
schoolmaster, Andrew H. Clark, re-
portedly said that the building was
square, with windows on each side
and was “strong enough to resist
attack from the Indians.”

The next school was built on Moun-
tain Avenue, near East Broad Street,
but burned down in 1816. It was later
replaced by a two-story brick acad-
emy, which was used as a school, the
town hall and for prayer meetings. In
1870, the Prospect Street School was
built and the (old) Lincoln School
was built on the Boulevard in 1890,
but neither remains standing.
McKinley School, which was built
in 1909, is the oldest school still in
operation.

Boating Course Offered By
Watchung Sail, Power Sqn.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Beginning
on Monday, September 29 at 7:15
p.m., the Squadron Boating Course
will be offered at the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Adult School, 667 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

This course includes seven nights
of instruction by expert lecturers, as
well as in small classroom groups,
followed by an exam. This course
meets the requirements of the State
of New Jersey for a required boating
safety certificate, and is open to adults

and teenagers of 13 years or older
when accompanied by an adult (up
to age 16).

Registration can be made on Mon-
day, September 22 or Wednesday
September 24 at SPFHS, starting at
7:15 p.m. The fee is $60 and it in-
cludes all course material, as well as
the adult school registration. Instruc-
tion is provided for free by the volun-
teers of the squadron.

For more information, call Bill
Foy at (908) 925-9617.
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Governor McGreevey to Visit
Westfield HS on September 9

WESTFIELD – Governor James
McGreevey will tour Westfield High
School (WHS) on Tuesday, September
9, at noon.

As a gubernatorial candidate, the gov-
ernor had visited WHS on July 11, 2001
to show his support for the School Facili-
ties Financing Act and the aid it was to
provide to school districts.

During the visit, Westfield Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. William Foley
emphasized the benefit that the state’s

construction funding was bringing to
Westfield taxpayers and students. The state
agreed to fund $1.5 million of the planned
improvements and additions to WHS.

The addition to WHS, a 55,000-square-
foot science wing, is now ready and
several renovations to the school’s origi-
nal building are being completed.

On September 9, Governor McGreevey
will return to WHS where, just a little more
than two years ago, he saw the blueprints
displayed for the construction project.
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TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Your Resource for Exceptional  Living

w w w . t o w n a n d c o u n t r y w i n e . c o m

f ine wines   baskets   gourmet  foods
farmstead & ar t isanal  cheeses

chocolates  wine c lubs   exper t  s ta ff  
except ional  sa les & d iscount  pr ices

3rd Grand Annual Tasting
Thursday, October 9th, 2003

Grand Summit Hotel

570 Springfield Avenue

Summit New Jersey 07901
Benefiting Kyle’s Heroes and the

Childhood Brain Tumor Foundation

7:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

for information and e-ticket sales

go to www.townandcountrywine.com
333 South Avenue East Westfield, NJ 07090
1021 St. Georgers Avenue Woodbridge, NJ 07095
417 Springfield Avenue Summit, NJ 07901

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
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GOOD EXPERIENCE…Elizabeth Keating of Westfield, a student at Westfield
High School, is congratulated by Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., left, and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick during an intern appreciation reception that was held on
August 19 for 20 college and high school students who gained experience
working in the District 21 legislative offices of Sen. Kean, Asm. Bramnick and
Asm. Eric Muñoz this summer.

Kean, Muñoz and Bramnick
Honor Interns at Reception
WESTFIELD — Twenty college

and high school student interns at the
District 21 legislative offices of Sena-
tor Thomas Kean, Jr., Assemblyman
Eric Muñoz, M.D. and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick were thanked for
their services during a reception held
for the students and their parents on
August 19.

Each student was presented with a
citation signed by the three legisla-
tors.

Interns from Westfield were Chris
Beil, Salisbury University, Maryland;
Brendan Connolly, Seton Hall Prep,
West Orange; Chris Schwarz, Uni-
versity of Richmond, Virginia; Di-
ego Betancourt, Ryan Gundrum,
Carolyn Harbaugh, Elizabeth
Keating, Annie Peyton and Jennifer
Zhu, all Westfield High School stu-
dents.

David Sigmon of Scotch Plains, a
student at George Washington Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C., also
was an intern this summer.

“We were very fortunate to have
such a talented and enthusiastic group
of students assisting in our busy leg-
islative offices this past spring and

summer. Our interns helped constitu-
ents resolve issues with various state
departments, answering correspon-
dence and researching and drafting
legislation,” said Senator Kean.

Assemblyman Muñoz said he was
impressed on how well the interns
were able to work independently on
projects involving many hours of
work.

“Interns are an extremely impor-
tant part of our legislative offices.
They come to our offices ready to be
part of the team and leave with a real
understanding on how state govern-
ment operates in New Jersey,” he
said.

Assemblyman Bramnick encour-
aged high school and college stu-
dents who would like to apply for
internships to contact the Westfield
office at (908) 232-3673 or the Sum-
mit office at (908) 918-0414.

“I encourage any student who has
a real interest in government to con-
tact our offices. Interns work directly
with our experienced staff on a count-
less number of projects. It can be a
valuable experience to students,” said
Assemblyman Bramnick.

Candidate Campaign Release WF-Ward 2

Quarterly Meetings Should
Be Held in Each WF Ward

WESTFIELD – Last year when I
ran for Town Council, I proposed
holding quarterly ward meetings
where citizens could bring their con-
cerns and interests both urgent and
long-term. The idea was welcomed
by voters I spoke with, who said they
often feel out of touch with their
community.

Now having seen citizens express-
ing this concern at the recent series of
meetings on Westfield’s parking prob-
lem, I suggest that in fact we should
be holding periodic town-
wide meetings to discuss
not just parking, but many
other issues that bear upon
the life of our commu-
nity.

It is an old-fashioned
idea, but one that reso-
nates with citizens at a
time when our most im-
portant communications
are relegated to elec-
tronic transmission – e-
mails and voice mes-
sages. People do still want to meet
other people in person to talk about
what’s doing in the neighborhood.
That sort of communication is one
of the great attractions of small town
life to most of us in Westfield. We
thrive on the greater intimacy of our
community. Yet one of the dissatis-
factions recently expressed here is
that our town is becoming more like
a city. That is not just due to physi-
cal changes, but emotional ones. We
feel distant and disconnected from
our government.

Holding periodic town meetings
would be a great tonic to relieve that
feeling of disconnectedness. Citizens
could bring their ideas about ele-
ments of town life that bear thought
and consideration before they be-

come issues of controversy and con-
tention. We should meet to talk about
where we are going as a town. What
do we want for Westfield? How can
we best achieve those desires? What
stands in our way? These are things
we should sit down and talk about as
fellow citizens.

Conversely, there are items on the
agenda of town government that are
little discussed or little known by
many townspeople. These may in-
clude state and county issues that

ripple out to towns like
ours yet get little notice
among most citizens.
Another function of the
town meeting would be
for those in town gov-
ernment to discuss the
issues they are grappling
with and how they may
affect the citizenry.

This kind of dialog can
only be good for how
elected officials govern.
Grassroots organization

and discussion of local traffic safety
issues over the past two years, in
which I took a leading role, have
changed the agenda for traffic safety
in town. We need to have other such
grassroots efforts,
but we also need
leadership from
town officials to
initiate these dis-
cussions and from
these discussions to
develop objectives
that we can strive for as a town.

Voters can reach David with their
interests and concerns at (908) 233-
5707, by e-mail at
dowensw2@aol.com, or best of all, in
person during his frequent walks and
bike rides through the second ward.

Candidate Campaign Release

FW Republicans to Begin
Door to Door Campaign

FANWOOD – The Republicans
running for re-election in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood are eager to launch
the part of campaigning they enjoy
most.

The first weekend of September
will see Mayor Lou Jung, Council
President Joel Whitaker and Coun-
cilman David Trumpp take to the
streets to begin door-to-door visits to
all 2,475 borough households.

“We’ll stop at every house at least
once,” explained Mayor Jung,
who seeks election to his sec-
ond four-year term. “We’re
looking for feedback from
residents, and there is no sub-
stitute for one-on-one conver-
sation on people’s home turf.”

“We’re looking for reaction to
what’s been accomplished in
Fanwood over the past few years,
what went well and what could have
been done better,” added Mr.
Whitaker.

A council member for six years,
Mr. Whitaker is seeking a third term.
In addition to his Council President
duties, he serves as Fire Commis-
sioner and liaison to the Planning
Board and the Downtown Revital-
ization Committee, and chairs the
Land Use and Historic Preservation

Committee.
Mr. Trumpp, appointed in the

spring of 2002 to fill the seat vacated
by Councilwoman Carol Wood’s
untimely death, was elected last
November for a one-year term. He
chairs the Public Safety Committee,
serves as Police Commissioner, sits
on the Environmental Commission,
and is council liaison to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

The incumbents will share with
residents evidence of what the
council has achieved under
Republican leadership. Mayor
Jung points to Fanwood’s in-
novative downtown revitaliza-
tion program that includes:
declaration of the downtown

core commercial block “an area in
need of redevelopment,” and selec-
tion of a developer to improve this
area; physical improvements such as
Victorian street lamps and new side-
walks on Martine and South Av-
enues; and expansion and upgrade of
the South Avenue Train Station park-
ing lot.

Completed projects include up-
grades to the Forest Road Park ball
field and expansion of the park’s
community center for senior citi-
zens; and a three-year program to
repair sidewalk damage caused by
trees.

Mr. Trumpp stated that, under
Republican leadership, the borough
secured $1 million in grant funding
over the past two years, grants that
translated into needed improvements
for Fanwood without burdening tax-
payers.

As he prepares to meet and greet
Fanwood residents this fall, Mayor
Jung will listen closely for com-
ments on the downtown revitaliza-
tion plan.

“We’ve solicited extensive public
comment at every stage of this pro-
cess and we want to know what people
are thinking about this important
project as we move forward,” he
said. “That’s our highest priority on
council right now.”

SMALL FRIES…The Small Fry group at the Scotch Plains Summer Park
program enjoyed running around this summer.
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• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

888.541.2200

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

benefitsnj.com

Asm. Bramnick To
Headline NJPAC Gala
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) will be

a stand-up comic on Wednesday,
September 17 at the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center in Newark. He
will perform his routine at “A Cel-
ebration of Lawyers in the Arts,”
honoring the 125th anniversary of
the New Jersey Law Journal.

Bramnick has performed at charity
fundraising events for more than 20
years. September 6, Bramnick will
perform in New Brunswick to help
raise money for the Emanuel Cancer
Center. In October, he will perform at
the Palace Hotel in New York City to
raise money for to benefit victims of
the World Trade Center tragedy.

David Owens
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Leader/Times Reader Upset Over
Governor McGreevey’s Hotel Tax

It’s nice to know that all our local
politicians are doing cartwheels, head-
stands and jumping through hoops with
joy over the news that they can impose a
brand new tax, all by the grace of the
governor. The new tax is a hotel tax
beloved by all of them. I am hearing how
much more new found revenue will be
dumped into the coffers of the munici-
palities – if they pass the legislation
required to collect this new tax. As to
quote Rahway’s own Carl Sagan, “Bil-
lions upon Billions.”

However, there is one aspect of the
new tax that I have not seen discussed.
This tax will also be applied to those
people in need of emergency shelter.
This shelter is paid for through tax dol-
lars. Whether the emergency occurs be-
cause of a natural disaster, or
homelessness or any other reason, this
new tax will be applied to the cost that

goes towards the housing of these people
in need.

The money that goes towards this type
of emergency shelter usually comes from
the county’s Department of Human Ser-
vices. This money also has limits as
there is only so much of it – until it drains
out of the accounts that it’s held in.
Then, that’s it, until the next fiscal year.
So, “X” amount of dollars will house
only “Y” amount of people in need.

This new tax, because it will be ap-
plied to human services dollars, will
result in housing less people in need.
Otherwise, the Freeholders will need to
pass legislation to raise taxes.

This new hotel tax will also be applied
to those in the county’s Witness Protec-
tion Program, but I won’t discuss that
here. Till next time.

Vincent Lehotsky
Rahway

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

People Need to Conquer Anxieties
In a Way Comfortable to Them

An angry wife writes: My husband
ruined our family’s summer vacation.
We went to Lake George, relaxed, did a
lot of sightseeing, ate well, walked a lot,
and some of us swam in the resort’s pool.
That is, everyone but “Sam” (disguised
name).

Our eight-year-old son is afraid of
going into a pool, or water, at the beach,
because he once saw his cousin almost
drown. My husband insisted that Sam be
forced into the pool as a way of resolving
his fear. He said, “I believe in the saying
that if you fall off a horse, the best way
of not being scared to ride a horse again
is to get right back on the animal.”

He’s a great believer that a person
should overcome his fears by doing
whatever he is afraid of doing. We fight
over this all the time, causing all of us
misery. Your reaction, please.

Answer: Certainly, each situation,
each individual, is different. For some,
directly facing your fears works. For
others, the anxiety can be so overwhelm-
ing that it is best to avoid the situation
until you feel more comfortable.

In this situation, we have two prob-
lems. Obviously, your son was trauma-
tized by his cousin’s near fatal accident.
He avoids the water. I would recom-
mend that he seek counseling as a way to
resolve the problem — to decrease the
anxiety and increase his comfort level,
leading to swimming (ultimately).

Secondly, you and your husband need
to work out areas in which you disagree,
so that Sam is not exposed to the hostility,
and all of you are not living in moments
of misery. Here, too, professional coun-
seling can be of enormous help.

A TV viewer writes: Do you think the
TV series “Sex and the City” has any
psychological redeeming values? So
much is said about its advocacy for the
strong woman who feels she is entitled
to live her life to the fullest instead of the
repression of the past — that is, the past
where women did not feel they had cer-
tain rights and felt that their roles were to
satisfy the needs of men. Any com-
ments?

Answer: I wouldn’t get too psycho-
logical about “Sex and the City.” I think
it’s popular for several specific reasons.
First, it’s on HBO and its hype focuses
on the sexual experiences of the four
female leads. Secondly, its sexual depic-
tions are explicit and, consequently, we
all want to see what’s being done — and
how — and if we are doing it! Thirdly, it
does tell an interesting story of four

women in their 30s who are struggling
with relationships, attempting to find
love, passion and care, and, most of all,
trying to avoid future loneliness and
hopelessness as they age.

The main question for me is: Do I care
for the characters and do I appreciate
their struggles? I do care about the
women, and I feel that their struggles for
happiness (in and out of bed) and at-
tempts to be independent and in control
of their lives are valid, both on a sym-
bolic (the plight of women) and on a
practical basis.

On the other hand, several of the leads
come across as extremely self-absorbed
and needing immediate self-gratifica-
tion. The Kim Cattrall role is a wonder in
physical gyrations. So enjoy the show if
you can, or knock it if you want to; at
least enjoy the New York scenes.

A divorced mother writes: My hus-
band and I finally divorced this past
summer. After a messy divorce, we were
able to work out issues of visitations,
holiday visits, vacations, support money
and just about everything else. The only
issue remains our two children’s activi-
ties and interests, and which to support.

“Mark” (disguised name) is 11 and
athletic. My former husband feels he
should be in competitive sports and, in
particular, he wants him in wrestling
where Mark can truly be in control over
his opponent. I want Mark to appreciate
sports and want him to enjoy it and not
worry about being a winner, and I hate
wrestling, where pain seems to be a
priority.

My daughter, “Sharon” (disguised
name) is 10 and loves music. Here, too,
my ex-husband has decided that she
should study jazz and blues (he was
raised by a jazz, piano-playing father). I
don’t want my daughter to feel “differ-
ent” from her peers, who love hip-hop
and even rock. How would you resolve
this difficult issue?

Answer: Not once do you mention
what your children’s preferences would
be. I recommend that you both put your
own lists of athletic and musical priori-
ties aside, sit down with each child and,
unless their requests are totally off the
wall, honor which sport, and music in-
terest, each prefers, respectively.

Too often, we, as parents, want to tell
our children what they should do, what
they should want, etc. Please don’t con-
trol them or try to make them into your
image. Listen to them and let them enjoy
their lives!

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Limaceous – Like a snail or slug
2. Phare – A lighthouse
3. Spodogenous – Having the charac-

ter of waste matter
4. Latigo – Spanish strap with which a

saddle girth is adjusted

PLAGA
1. In zoology, a colored band or streak
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. The barbed iron head of a dart or

arrow
4. An infection causing pernicious

clotting of blood
PANDY

1. Range of vision or sight
2. To punish by striking the hand with

a cane
3. To please, charm or delight
4. A nickname

GEORDIE
1. A miner or a miner’s safety lamp
2. A battle ax or mace
3. Private road or lane
4. A scallop or large mollusk

DACOIT
1. A member of a gang of robbers in

India or Burma
2. Nomadic; roving
3. A laborer; member of the working

class
4. Given to debate or dispute

Ratner Writes About Free Speech
And Questions LePoidevin’s Column

WF Resident Pays
Tribute To the Late

Charles Brandt
This past week the town lost one of its

finest, Charles Brandt – former Town
Attorney of the Town of Westfield (1977
– 1998). To his family, and office staff,
I extend my heartfelt sympathy. I had the
pleasure of knowing Mr. Brandt during
my tenure as Tax Assessor of the town
from 1966 to 1997, and I must say that he
was one of the greatest gentlemen I ever
met.

His dedication to the community of
Westfield, his daily stops at the munici-
pal building, as well as his knowledge of
municipal law, made my job much easier.

After his tenure as municipal attor-
ney, and until the time of his passing,
Mr. Brandt continued to stay in touch
with “us retirees” and was only a phone
call away if we needed his advice.

Goodbye, “Charlie” – May You Rest
in Peace – you earned it!

Bob Brennan
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

In reading Michelle LePoidevin’s col-
umn, in which she criticized Hollywood
actors for speaking out against Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s gubernatorial bid, I
was struck by the ease with which an
otherwise-talented writer can stray across
the border that separates objectivity from
ideological claptrap.

This may come as a surprise to Ms.
LePoidevin, but the very same First
Amendment that permits a pack of un-
balanced, bombastic and lying dingbats
on the Fox Network to spout their sneer-
ing gibberish on public airwaves also
protects the right of all Americans to
voice their opinions. Yup, like it or not,
Woody, Martin and Sybill (who, unlike
Ms. LePoidevin, are, I suspect, Califor-
nia residents and therefore have a vested
interest in the identity of their governor)
have the same right to speak out on
matters of concern as, for example, the
cantankerous Bill O’Reilly.

Is Ms. LePoidevin serious in her ap-
parent belief that Arnold should be im-
mune from a detailed investigation of
his past, including allegations of wom-
anizing, just because she doesn’t care
for the politics of the investigators? If
so, that’s actually a very un-Republican
attitude. After all, it’s the Republicans
who generally display a weirdly obses-
sive fascination with the sexual activi-
ties of others. Or, does Ms. LePoidevin
only advocate background investigations
of Democrats?

Are questions about steroid use also to
be verboten? Surely, the same folks who
were so preoccupied with the question of
whether our last elected President did or
did not inhale cannot rationally expect
that their candidate won’t face similarly
invasive and exhaustive questioning.

Ms. LePoidevin’s column confirms
that the Republicans’ standard phobic
response to fair elections has not abated.
While this may have something to do
with their inability to win them, under-
standing this pathology makes it no less
offensive.

And speaking of offensive, I was ut-
terly fascinated by Ms. LePoidevin’s
speculation that Governor Arnold “might
just pull the reigns (sic) on some of the
filth.” Perhaps in her next column, she
will edify us as to the meaning of “filth.”
I suspect that I’m not the only reader
who will be enthralled to learn just which
is filthier in her lexicon - the consensual

activities to which she objects or the
decidedly non-consensual acts of mass
murder, horrific violence and gratuitous
mayhem that characterize the bulk of her
favored candidate’s artistic output.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

Returning Westfield Native Considers
SUVs A Big Problem In Town

I want to be candid from the outset: I
hate SUVs in Westfield. It is not that I
am an SUV bigot. I just returned from
vacation in New Hampshire. I had no
problem with SUVs there carrying
around four big lumberjacks.

However, in Westfield, a Ford Ex-
plorer is carrying a 100-pound woman
on her cell phone downtown to Starbucks
to meet a friend for coffee.

I’m what some people call O.W. (Old
Westfield). I am 58 years old, grew up in
Westfield, lived away for 20 years, but
came back and have been here for the
last 20 years. I feel something has been
lost over those years. It is the polite,
considerate behavior I remember grow-
ing up here, and SUV ownership is a
symptom of that change.

What do I mean? First, the SUV driver
will sit four feet higher in their vehicle,
so they can see while everyone else
cannot. Second, when I pull out of a
parking space next to an SUV, it is
impossible for me to see if I will crack
into another vehicle in the process.

It contributes to a loss of a sense of
being part of a community, where consid-
eration of the impact of your behavior on
others affects the overall quality of life.

I have not run the numbers, but my
observation is that SUV drivers signal less,
speed more, and cut off others more than
any other class of driver, with the exception
of 20-year-old males in muscle cars.

I take a big risk in saying these things
because I am offending most of my
friends who own SUVs. I just have one
suggestion. Many people in Westfield
have two vehicles. Get a smaller vehicle
and use it to drive down town.

A new neighbor of mine asked for four
variances when they bought and renovated
their house. They needed one variance so

that they could have his and her SUVs. They
are a lovely young couple and I am offend-
ing them, too. But, this is the way I feel, so
as my hero, Rhett, would say …

For those that are interested, please
read “The World’s Most Dangerous
Vehicle and How They Got That
Way” by Keith Bradshar, former head
of the Wall Street Journal’s Detroit
Bureau.

I love this town, and want it to remain
the great place to live that it is. But come
on people, work with me!

Bill Tittle
Westfield

Reader Disagrees With Recent
Calif. Gov. Pen & Ink Column

In her most recent Pen & Ink column,
Michelle LePoidevin reached new lev-
els of partisanship with her ill-conceived
attacks in her defense of Arnold
Schwarzenegger.

After accusing several actors of be-
having like fifth graders, LePoidevin
then proceeded to lower herself to petty
attacks on Cybill Shepherd and Rob
Reiner. She then continued by accusing
these stars, and others, of being “all talk
and no action” and not having backbone.

Is she not aware that Martin Sheen has
been arrested dozens of times for partici-
pating in political demonstrations while
standing up for what he believes in?
Does she not know that Rob Reiner
earlier this year was at the National
Governors Association meeting, to
present “Preparing America’s Children
to Learn?” Or that since 1999 he has held
an unpaid position chairing a state com-
mission dedicated to helping young chil-

dren in California?
If Mr. Schwarzenegger is elected Gov-

ernor of California and starts to “pull the
reigns on some of the filth” coming out
of Hollywood, as Ms. LePoidevin sug-
gests, he’ll certainly have to start with
his own film catalog which is filled with
some of the most hyper-violent scenes
ever committed to celluloid. Compare
that to Martin Sheen, who has done more
to foster good will for politicians in one
film, The American President, than Mr.
Schwarzenegger has done in his entire
career. And the director of that fine
film? Rob Reiner.

To paraphrase the President in his
final speech from that movie: “We’ve
got serious problems, and this is a time
for serious people, Michelle, and your
fifteen minutes are up.

Rick Liebling
Westfield

Ind. Candidates Need
To Receive Coverage
How come there was no mention of

any independent candidates in your ar-
ticle on the Union County Freeholder
race in The Westfield Leader? Joe Renna
from Cranford is running, and there was
no mention of him.

Kurt Mueller
Cranford

Editor’s Note: We encourage submit-
tals from all candidates for office, and
we will publish them. Please see our
policy on this page.

Dr. Foley Provides
Westfield Public School
Opening Information

Editor’s note: This letter was sent by
e-mail on Thursday through the Westfield
Schools distribution network.

Westfield High School will open on
Monday, September 8, to ensure safety
during the final stage of renovations. All
elementary and intermediate Westfield
Public Schools will open on Wednes-
day, September 3, as planned.

Today I again inspected the high school
building. There are several classrooms
that are incomplete, but my concern is
based more on health and safety. With
renovations underway, the air in some
corridors and classrooms is dust-filled,
which may trigger allergic reactions.
There is equipment and furniture still
blocking corridors that cannot be moved
until the classrooms are ready. By wait-
ing until September 8, the building can
be cleaned, the corridors cleared and
classrooms completed. The guidance
office will be in place, the main gym will
be ready for use and most importantly,
the building will be clean and safe. Some
projects, such as the new elevator and
the band room will still be ongoing, but
they will not interfere with the operation
of the building and are isolated areas.

Freshmen orientation, which is sched-
uled for Tuesday, September 2 at 8:30
a.m., will be held in the auditorium as
planned. Students will be given a tour of
the building at a later date. Guidance
counselors will be on duty and the of-
fices will be open as usual.

The delayed opening will require that
Tuesday, February 17 and Monday June
21 will be school days. This alternate
plan was approved by the Board last
spring in the event we faced construc-
tion delays.

I am sending a letter home to every
Westfield High School parent with this
information. I regret any inconvenience
this delay will cause them. Health and
safety, however, must be my primary
consideration. As I inspected the build-
ing today, I was not confident that we
would be ready for a safe opening on
September 3.

William J. Foley, Ed.D.
Westfield Supt. of Schools

Publishing Policy Noted

For Campaign Releases
The Westfield Leader and The Times

of Scotch Plains-Fanwood provide a
forum (each week, two months prior
and to the week before election) for
candidates of the region to express their
views to our readers, in print and on the
Internet. We provide equal space op-
portunity each week to all candidates at
no charge. On the last Thursday edition
prior to the election, no releases will be
accepted as the space is dedicated for
our editors to summarize the campaign/
election.

Paid Political advertisements are
welcome from all candidates for all
editions; reservations are on a first come,
first serve basis. Call Advertising Di-
rector Fred Lecomte at (908) 232-4407
or e-mail sales@goleader.com

Criteria for Campaign Releases:
(1) The forum is for issue messages

to our readers. Discussions of local
issues are encouraged. Personal attacks
on opponents will not be accepted; ge-
neric releases, not exclusive for our
newspapers are discouraged. Our Edi-
tors’ sole judgment shall apply, and
submissions may be rejected if criteria
are deemed out-of-policy.

(2). Please limit submissions to a
maximum of 400 words. If a photo is
sent, then limit the text to about 150
words, plus a caption. Submissions shall
be by e-mail (paste text in body).

Digital color photos are preferred over
film. Please include caption information.

(3) Submissions must be received by
Friday evening of the week prior to
publication. E-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

Thank you and good luck to all.

Horace Corbin
Publisher

See More Letters
On Page 5

September Brings New Beginning
As the Pace Picks Up In Area

It’s like a power switch has been turned on in
September as residents return from vacation. Gone
is the leisurely pace, and the roads are packed.

Parents get their children back to school, and other
residents readjust to their bustling commute. Shortly,
attention will turn to the many social and political
matters upcoming for the area. Clubs, meetings,
politics, business and everything else shift into high
gear. We look forward to this energy propulsion.

There are many things to be aware of, such as this
Saturday morning. The Union County Office of
Emergency Management will conduct a drill of
preparedness for weapons of mass destruction. The
drill starts in Union Township and moves to the
Westfield Train Station on South Avenue. Don’t be
startled by unusual activity.

In local politics, many offices are up for election;
particularly in Fanwood, Westfield and among the
Union County Freeholders. There are no offices
open in Scotch Plains. The Mountainside council
candidates are running unopposed. However, this
year, the entire state legislature is up for election.
Campaigners start now in earnest.

Normally, all incumbents waltz back into office.
However, the Democratic Freeholders of Union
County have angered some of their base with the
proposed reactivation of railroads. This might give a

Republican candidate a chance to pull an upset and
gain representation. Incumbent state senators and
assemblymen in our Legislative Districts 21 and
22 have “safe seats.” Still, Mayor Martin Marks of
Scotch Plains promises to provide some excite-
ment in an uphill battle against Senator Joe Suliga
(DEM, LD-22) of Linden.

On money matters, the public should follow
closely the redevelopment proposals in Fanwood
and in Westfield –  whether in favor or opposed to
the concepts. Each proposal is perhaps $50 million
in scope and could obligate property owners to
underwrite the exposure. Although there has been
much public presentation, negotiations with devel-
opers are conducted in private. So, impending
contract details are unknown. There will be no vote
by the public on the matters.

The Westfield redevelopment debate is being
waged on the web. See:

www.westfieldredevelopmentproject.com
www.westfieldredevelopment.com.
Newspaper stories and letters on redevelopment

proposals in Fanwood and Westfield can be re-
searched at our site, www.goleader.com.

These are just a few of the things you may have
missed this summer. Most certainly, this will be an
exciting fall.

Letters to the Editor

Questions To Candidates
 Seeking Public Office?

Please send your questions of
candidates on issues by e-mail to:

editor@goleader.com

The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
will seek responses to your ques-
tions and publish them during the
course of the campaign.
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Pay to Play Legislation
Gains Momentum Statewide

By MICHAEL M. SHAPIRO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ongoing revelations of alleged un-
ethical conduct by officials at all lev-
els of government throughout the State
of New Jersey have begun to take a
toll on public confidence in our elected
leaders. A recent expose into the con-
duct of a top Governor James
McGreevey fundraiser, Roger Chugh,
who allegedly shook down Asian-
Indian merchants for contributions,
has raised eyebrows throughout the
State and has sent legislators who are
up for election in November, scurry-
ing to prove that they are “reformers.”

Many elected officials in both po-
litical parties, as well as challengers
in the upcoming election, are cam-
paigning for office claiming that they
will restore integrity in New Jersey’s
political system and will end the
“culture of corruption” plaguing poli-
tics in the Garden State.

A major focus of many campaigns
is “Pay to Play” reform legislation,
which, according to its original spon-
sor, State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21), “aims to sever the link between
campaign contributions and govern-
ment contracts.”

After pledging to support “Pay to
Play” legislation while campaigning
for Governor, Governor McGreevey
has “actively sought to kill every true
‘Pay to Play’ reform measure to date,”
Senator Kean said. However, the po-
litical winds appear to be changing.
On the State level, “Pay to Play”
reform legislation is gaining momen-
tum, with both political parties scram-
bling to embrace the mantra of reform
before November’s election. With
recent passage of “Pay to Play” re-
form legislation in Hamilton Town-
ship and other municipalities through-
out the state, pressure is mounting for
reform at the local level, as well.

“Pay to Play” legislation prohibits
the awarding of government con-
tracts to those who make political
contributions to candidates and po-
litical parties that are involved in the
awarding of such contracts. The leg-
islation aims to tackle the appear-
ance of impropriety that exists in
New Jersey regarding the linkage
between campaign contributions and
the awarding of government con-
tracts. Contracts awarded to cam-
paign contributors tend to be inflated,
resulting in higher contract prices.
These higher contract prices result in
higher taxes, a burden shouldered by
all New Jersey residents.

For example, Parsons Infrastruc-
ture and Technology was awarded a
$400 million dollar no-bid contract,
under the Whitman administration,
to provide a new auto emissions test-
ing system. Parsons won its contract
by giving over $500,000 in political
contributions. The project had cost
overruns in excess of $100 million,
paid for by New Jersey’s taxpayers.
At a time when our State is battling
to stay fiscally afloat, inflated gov-
ernment contracts awarded to politi-
cal contributors have raised the ire of
many New Jersey voters.

Although Westfield has been a
leader in the state in reforming poli-
tics, it has refused to enact “Pay to
Play” reform. In 1999, Westfield
banned campaign fundraising in pub-
lic buildings and approved a mea-
sure implementing open competi-
tion for professional contracts. How-
ever, in September of 2002, Harry

Pozycki, Chairman of the Board for
Common Cause, addressed the
Westfield Council about the need for
local “Pay to Play” reform, modeled
after Sen. Kean’s proposed legislation
proposed for the State of New Jersey.
The council referred the ordinance to
the Laws and Rules Committee, where
it has been virtually ignored.

The pressure mounting at the state
level and in localities throughout New
Jersey may bring reform to Westfield
and nearby towns. Hamilton Township
is a case in point. In November 2001,
the Hamilton Township Council ap-
proved “Pay to Play” reform. How-
ever, after new members were elected
and the political party controlling the
council changed, the new Hamilton
Township Council repealed the legis-
lation in 2002. Common Cause and
other “good government” groups
worked with the residents of Hamilton
Township and began a petition drive to
allow residents of Hamilton to vote on
the ordinance by means of a ballot
measure this coming November. The
good government reformers and resi-
dents gathered 4,000 signatures, more
than a thousand over the number nec-
essary to qualify for a ballot measure.
Confronted by this outpouring of sup-
port for “Pay to Play” reform in
Hamilton Township, the Council re-
versed its position and approved the
ordinance in August.

The recent focus on ethics in New
Jersey politics and the passage of “Pay
to Play” reform legislation in Hamilton
Township and other municipalities,
have begun a snowball effect. In town
after town, residents of the municipali-
ties are coming forward to urge the
passage of “Pay to Play” reform.
Elected leaders and candidates for of-
fice are openly attempting to outduel
each other in voicing their support for
“Pay to Play” legislation. Even Gover-
nor McGreevey, who has raised ob-
stacle after obstacle to passage of Sena-
tor Kean’s legislation to ban “Pay to
Play” throughout New Jersey govern-
ment, recently pledged on NJ 101.5
FM’s “Ask the Governor” program, to
pass “Pay to Play” reform. Given the
changing political tide, it comes as no
surprise that locality after locality are
lining up to support “Pay to Play”
reform. With many civic-minded resi-
dents in Westfield and other towns
nearby, has the time for “Pay to Play”
reform arrived?

2.13%
APY

$100,000 
Minimum

490 Boulevard • Kenilworth, NJ 07033 • 908-653-1800

Nobody else pays this much interest 
on a Statement Savings Account

Rate guaranteed to March 1,
2004. Interest paid on individual
and business accounts from day
of deposit to day of withdrawal
on entire balance. *(APY) Annual
Percentage Yield reflects principal

and interest on deposit for full
year. For complete details or to

open your account call 
908-653-1800.

MEMBER FDIC

Mail to: Enterprise Bank, 490 Boulevard, Kenilworth, NJ 07033 • Att: New Accounts
Type of Account: ❏ Individual     ❏ Joint     ❏ Business

Please open a Statement Savings Account in the name(s) indicated below.
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Jointly with ____________________________________ SS# ______________________
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City ___________________________ State _______________ Zip _________________
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at the address indicated above.
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1st Anniversary Special

908-301-0039  •  www.IvyLeagueClinicalHypnosis.com

Ivy League
Clinical Hypnosis Center

We do one thing all day, everyday, one person at a time

Weight-loss and maintenance without struggling, dieting, drugs or surgery

Biographic profile: Dr. Glassman was educated at Columbia, Harvard and Rutgers.
He’s a member of the NY Academy of Sciences, American Board of Hypnotherapy,

International Association of Counselors & Therapists and the American Public Health Association.

“People from all over the US come to Dr.
Glassman because he has a 96% success-rate and
because he knows what it’s like to have been over-
weight. I’ll personally tell you what he’s done for
me. Just call his office and ask for my number.”

The AMA approved hypnosis for
therapeutic use nearly 50 years ago.

- J. G. Isaacs, Middlesex County, NJ

E D I T O R I A L  C A L E N D A R

l?
Dr. Ron Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.

Board Certified  •  Registered  •  Insured

FW Borough President Responds
To Concerns On Redevelopment

In a letter (The Times, August 28), Gale
Miller quotes me, accurately, as saying
the Republicans’ “overriding theme…is
experience and proven results.”

A theme, of course, is a story line. It’s
not an issue, nor is it a concern. For Bill
Clinton’s first presidential race, the
theme was, “It’s the Economy Stupid.”

For “many voters,” posits Mrs. Miller
“the main theme is concern over the
redevelopment plan.” She then goes on to
weave a story that demands a response.

She asserts, without a shred of proof
that Fanwood voters have assumed “the
enormous costs of educating all the chil-
dren who have moved into one of Scotch
Plains’ newer housing developments.”

Apparently, Mrs. Miller
would have the voters believe
the taxpayers of Scotch Plains
haven’t paid a penny for any
child who lives in a develop-
ment built since 1979. It’s a pre-
posterous proposition on its face.

As a regional school district,
the costs of educating all children –
those from Fanwood and from Scotch
Plains alike – are allocated by the state
based upon the ratio of assessed values
of property in the two communities. It’s
a fact that Fanwood pays less for each
Fanwood pupil than Scotch Plains pays
for each Scotch Plains pupil.

She then raises the question of whether
children will move into Fanwood’s
downtown development. She says, inac-
curately, that Mayor Jung and I “don’t
believe children will move into the pro-
posed housing units because the units
won’t have backyards.”

She’s got that wrong, too. We have
said we expect 0.1 school age children
per unit. So, if there were 100 units,
there would be 10 children.

She then asks whether “the empty
nesters that the Berwick Chase and Ster-
ling Chase developers promised actu-
ally (bought) those homes, or were the
homes purchased instead by growing
families?”

I have no idea what, if anything, was
“promised” by the developers of Berwick

Chase and Sterling Chase. But she and I
do agree on one thing: It’s “not in a
voter’s or public official’s best interests
to rely on a developer’s prediction of who
will buy the housing units the developer
wants to build and sell/rent for a profit.”

Of course they shouldn’t. That’s why
Fanwood has retained a professional
planner – the same planner who advised
the town under two Democrat mayors –
to advise us on every step of the way. It’s
his conclusion – not the developer’s –
that the downtown development will
generate 0.1 pupils per housing unit.
That conclusion is based upon experi-
ence in similar developments elsewhere
in New Jersey.

Mrs. Miller hopes voters will
“consider” her unfounded fears
“when heading to the voting
booth.”

I hope voters will consider the
care with which the Mayor, Coun-
cil (Republican and Democrat
alike) and Planning Board have

approached downtown redevelopment.
When Mayor Jung took office, there

were empty stores. There was no adopted
plan to redevelop the Dean Oil property,
or the Ponzio property. Buildings con-
tinued to decay.

Mayor Jung promised during his first
campaign to work night and day to revi-
talize Fanwood’s downtown. He has kept
that promise.

We promised to do so in an open
fashion, listening to the public. We have
kept that promise. There have been 22
public Planning Board and Council meet-
ings, many of which were televised and
at most of which public input was of-
fered, at which the downtown plan was
discussed. The adopted downtown plan
is infinitely better because we welcome
public input and we act on public input.

Four years ago, an Elizabeth developer
sought to build a Motel 6-style apartment
house on the Dean Oil site. There was
only one member of the Planning Board
who voted in favor of that plan.

Joel Whitaker
Fanwood Borough Council President

RECOGNIZED...Westfield barber, Joe Aprile, known as Mr. J’s Hairstylist, of
South Avenue, celebrated his 37th year in business this month with a visit from
Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott and Republican candidate for town
council from Ward four, James Foerst. “This is the first time in my 37 years in
Westfield that a mayor has come into my shop for a hair cut,” noted Mr. Aprile.
Pictured above, from the left, are Mr. J,, Mr. Foerst and Mayor McDermott.

NJ DOT Should Have Left Traffic
Light at South and West Broad

More Letters to the Editor

Your August 28 article describing re-
moval of the traffic light at South and
Rahway facing the driveway of the large
office building, apparently with little or no
notice or consultation with the Town, came
as no surprise to me. While Route 28 is
undeniably a State highway, which the
state maintains and snow-plows, the state
DOT in my view has a very poor record of
recognizing that these highways are also
important roads to the municipality wherein
located, and the town officials should get
some opportunity to be heard on their
contemplated actions.

This came home to me very graphi-
cally in the long ShopRite hearings of
unfond memory. For that store to go up
either in Westfield or in Garwood the
developer had to get what are known as
“curb cut” permits onto North Avenue,
a/k/a State Highway 28. These are done
by the developer’s traffic consultant di-
rect with DOT, in Trenton, without a by
your leave to the municipality, except to
the extent that the municipality finds
something out by accident or during the
zoning process. Which is what happened
with the ShopRite situation.

During our two and a half years of
questioning, we learned that DOT wanted
major changes in line striping, traffic
light timing, parking and turning bans,
etc. in three places – the underpass on the
Cranford-Garwood line; the Garwood
underpass; and of critical importance to
Westfield, the North and Central inter-
section. The developer agreed to these
conditions without blinking an eye; it
wasn’t THEIR town. But it was the Town
of Westfield Planning Board on which I
then sat, and we objected vociferously.

I was so mad about this that I wrote a
column which appeared in New Jersey
Municipalities magazine, demanding
that the DOT or the developer affirma-
tively notify every municipality that
would be affected by a change DOT
required, whether in the municipality
where the curb cut was requested or
elsewhere. I do not know what, if any-
thing, eventually was changed in the
DOT process.

After I left office of course ShopRite
went on to build wholly in Garwood. I
have to assume that the same require-
ments as to changes in these three loca-
tions were again asserted by DOT. For-
tunately for Westfield someone was able
to ameliorate the original requirements,
and what we have at North and Central is
nowhere as bad as it would have been
under the original requirements, about
which we had no formal notice.

Going back to the South Avenue situ-
ation, when I moved here in 1959 the site
was occupied, as it had been for many
decades, by the J.S. Iriving lumber yard
and Tuttle Bros. hardware store. I exited

out that driveway many times and be-
lieve there was a traffic light facing the
egress from the parking lot. Thank heav-
ens – my loads frequently included lum-
ber or other building supplies. The sig-
nal I guess continued after the office
building replaced the lumbar yard.

So the light is “illegal.” So are many
stop signs around the state, to say noth-
ing of most driving speeds on the Park-
way or elsewhere. Maybe the DOT should
look at the rationale for something, par-
ticularly something there literally for
decades, before ripping it out and then
requiring a long and tedious application
process to put it back in again.

Bud Boothe
Former Mayor

Westfield

Weapons Of Mass
Destruction Drill
To Be Saturday

COUNTY – On Saturday, Septem-
ber 6, police, firefighters and EMTs will
test their ability to respond to a potential
attack using weapons of mass destruc-
tion. A drill  by Union County’s Office
of Emergency Management will in-
volve law enforcement and emergency
responders from all of the county’s 21
towns, all county hospitals, health care
providers and county and state officials.
The drill will also involve as many as 60
community volunteers, many of whom
will be patients and victims.

The event will begin at 9 a.m. and
will last about four hours. It will
begin at Union Train Station, Morris
Avenue and Green Lane, Union. Then
it will move to the Westfield Train
Station, South Avenue, Westfield.

See story on Page 1.

Massage That Is Convenient,
Affordable and Very Effective

Curious?  The massager that I am referring to is the Chi Machine® (pronounced c-h-e-e)  I am able to get a
one-hour massage every day and no, I am not wealthy nor am I married to a massage therapist.  When a
one-hour massage with the Chi Machine® provides massage for only about 47 cents per hour Yes, I said 47
cents per hour! (this is based upon a 2 year warranty, one hour / day for 360 days / 2 yrs).  In comparison to
having a professional massage therapist on a daily basis ($100 / HR), the Chi Machine® is an absolute steal!
A professional therapist charges $100 per hour, or over $35,000 / year.  Even a monthly massage with cost
$5200 / year.

Can you recall the feelings of total relaxation that accompanied your last massage?  All your problems would
simply, although temporarily, disappear.  The physical and emotional feelings of well-being, peace and
tranquility that has been associated with massage is proof enough that this form / method of achieving the
level of relaxation is a highly effective and a widely accepted form of preventive medicine.

It can also help to expel many toxins from the body.  The circulation throughout the body can increase as
well as the movement of vital fluids (water, blood and lymph).  One of the greatest features of the Chi
Machine® is that when the machine completes its cycle, you can feel the rush of oxygen bubbles go through
your body.  You’ll also be able to feel the massage benefits in your stomach and hips.

From the Chi Machine® is simply a passive aerobic machine that gives an effective massage without the
hassle, expense or inconvenience of having to get a personal massage.

The Chi Machine® can be used on any horizontal surface such as the floor and the bed, therefore is ideal for
both able-bodied and the disabled (being disabled, I have used the Chi Machine® in bed).

(There is also a 14 day money back guarantee with a two-year warrenty on parts and labor).

The Chi Machine® can be viewed online at http://www.hteamericas.com/ (under products) or feel
free to contact John at (908) 389-0851 or detoxitall@yahoo.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
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MR. AND MRS. EDMUND MARK GARRETSON
(She is the former Miss Jane Elizabeth Brandt)

Miss Jane E. Brandt
Weds Edmund M. Garretson

Miss Jane Elizabeth Brandt, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H.
Brandt of Westfield and Mrs. Jane C.
Brandt of Stewartsville, was married
on Saturday, June 28, to Edmund
Mark Garretson. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Garretson of
Mountainside.

The afternoon nuptials took place
on the porch at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Brandt, with the Rever-
end Edward H. Carll of the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield officiating. A tented gar-
den reception followed at the Brandt
residence, featuring fine foods ca-
tered by Country Picnic of
Bedminster.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a sleeveless ball gown
of 100 percent silk ivory, with a
bateau neckline, V-back and cum-
merbund waistline, along with flow-
ers on the back. She also wore her
sister’s veil and carried a bouquet of
large white roses and greens wrapped
with ribbon from Christoffers Inc.

Mrs. Carolyn Bickford of Needham,
Mass., the bride’s sister, served as
matron of honor. She wore an A-line,
honeydew gown with white plaid
along the top of the bodice and carried

a smaller version of the bride’s bou-
quet.

Miss Kayla Garretson of Phoenix,
Md., the bridegroom’s daughter, was
a junior bridesmaid. She wore a two-
piece outfit that featured an A-line,
honeydew skirt and a plaid top and
carried a small bouquet similar to the
ones held by the bride and the matron
of honor.

Donald Garretson of North Branch
was the best man for his brother.
Thomas Hill Garretson of North
Branch, the bridegroom’s nephew,
was the ring bearer.

A Westfield High School gradu-
ate, the bride earned a bachelor’s
degree in education from Kean Uni-
versity. She is a fifth grade teacher at
Sherman School in Roselle Park.

For the past 12 years, the bride-
groom has owned and operated Pre-
cision Tree Care of Westfield.

The rehearsal dinner was hosted
by the parents of the bridegroom at
Northside Tratto’ria in Westfield.

For their wedding trip, the couple
spent a week in Italy, taking a self-
guided tour from Milano to Rome,
followed by a week in Greece, where
they visited Athens and the Island of
Corfu. They now reside in Westfield.

Miss Laura Lombardi
Marries Jeffrey Fisch

MR. AND MRS. JEFFREY FISCH
(She is the former Miss Laura Lombardi)

Miss Laura Lombardi, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. James Lombardi
of Westfield, was married on Sun-
day, October 13, to Jeffrey Fisch. He
is the son of Dr. and Mrs. Barry Fisch
of Newton, Mass.

The wedding took place at The
Primavera Regency in Stirling, with
the Reverend William T. Morris and
Rabbi Irwin Fishbein officiating. A
reception followed the ceremony.

Miss Tracy Benemerito of East
Hartford, Conn. was the maid of honor.
The bridal attendants included Mrs.
Kristi Lombardi, the sister-in-law of
the bride, Miss Heather Brown and
Miss Alison Gorski, all of Westfield;
Miss Laurie Richardson of Basking
Ridge, Mrs. JaimeLynn Drake of
Glastonbury, Conn. and Miss Kendra
Grimm of Modena, N.Y. Miss Marisa
Lombardi and Miss Kamryn
Lombardi of Westfield, the nieces of
the bride, were the flower girls.

Jonathan Fisch of Weehawken was
the best man for his brother. Serving
as groomsmen were Kevin Lombardi
of Westfield, the bride’s brother; Ja-
son Korb of Cambridge, Mass., Ben-

jamin Cuiffo of Newton, Mass., Paul
Bibbo of Hyde Park, Mass., Joseph
Curly of Camarillo, Calif., Kevin
Morrison of Newton, Mass. and Jef-
frey Bodner of San Diego, Calif.
Joshua Brindley of Colonia, a cousin
of the bride, was the ring bearer.

The bride, a 1995 graduate of
Westfield High School, earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Occu-
pational Therapy with a minor in
Psychology from the University of
Hartford in 1999. She is employed as
an occupational therapist at Newton-
Wellesley Hospital in Newton, Mass.

The groom, a 1995 graduate of
Newton South High School, received
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Com-
munications with emphasis in Public
Relations and a minor in Psychology
from the University of Hartford in
1999. He is employed at State Street
Bank in Quincy, Mass. as a Senior
Program Developer and is pursuing a
master’s degree in software engi-
neering at Brandeis University in
Waltham, Mass.

Following a wedding trip to Ha-
waii, the couple resides in Waltham.

Westfield Clergy to Host
Sept. 11 Remembrance

WESTFIELD – An interfaith ser-
vice marking the second anniver-
sary of the September 11 terrorist
attacks will be held at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, September 10, at the
First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at One East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Dedicated to “Remembrance and
Hope,” the religious remembrance
will include scripture readings,
hymns, special music, silent medi-
tation and a candlelight procession
to the September 11 Memorial
across the street from the church.

Reverend Monsignor Joseph

Masiello of the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield,
Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield and the
Reverend Ed Carll of the First
United Methodist Church repre-
sented the Westfield Ministerium
Associates in planning the service,
with input from members of the
Town Council and the community.

The following morning, Thursday,
September 11, Westfield citizens lost
in the attacks will be remembered
again at the town’s memorial ser-
vice, which will begin at 8:45 a.m. at
the memorial on Broad Street.

Library to Begin Registration
Soon For Fall Kids’ Programs
SCOTCH PLAINS – Registration

for fall programs at the Scotch Plains
Public Library will begin on Tues-
day, September 16, and continue until
each class is full.

“Terrific Twos,” a new program
for two-year-olds, will be offered on
Wednesdays, October 8 to 29, from
10 to 10:20 a.m. or Saturdays, Octo-
ber 11 to November 1, from 10:30 to
10:50 a.m.

An adult must accompany each
child that is registered. Youngsters
must have had their second birthday
before the date of the first program.
The maximum number per class is
10 children.

“Pre-School Story Time” will run
Tuesdays, October 7 to November 4,
from 10 to 10:30 a.m. or 1:30 to 2 p.m.
An additional session will be held on
Thursdays, October 9 to November 6,
from 7 to 7:30 p.m. Children must be
three years old on or before the date of
the first program. The maximum per
class is 20 children.

“K-Grade 1 Story Time” will run
on Wednesdays, October 8 to No-

vember 5, from 3:45 to 4:15 p.m. An
adult responsible for the child must
remain in the library during pro-
gramming.

Crafts, for ages three to five, will be
held on Fridays, October 17 to No-
vember 7. The maximum class num-
ber is 20 children, and an adult must
accompany each child registered.

Participants may sign up for all pro-
grams at the library’s Children’s Desk.
Sessions start promptly. These pro-
grams are offered to Scotch Plains
residents who are library card holders.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue. For further information,
please call the Children’s Room be-
tween 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., Monday
through Friday, at (908) 322-5007.

Great CD Great Rate

APY

Open a Valley CD with a minimum deposit of $500, 
all the way up to a maximum of $500,000 for 60 
months, and you’ll receive this great rate. Similar great 
rates available for shorter maturities and IRAs.

Visit a Valley branch today. For the location 
nearest you, call 1-800-522-4100 or visit our website 
at www.valleynationalbank.com.

4.00%

Special limited time offer which may be withdrawn or modified without prior notice. 
The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of August 17, 2003. A penalty may 
be imposed for early withdrawal and penalty could reduce earnings on your account.

© 2003 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System.

   Acupuncture and Health Clinic
          Physician in Chinese Medicine   16 Years Experience
           Licensed Acupuncturist by NJ & NY Medical Board
          Faculty of Pacific College of Oriental Medicine, NY

All Pains Allergy & Asthma
Fibromyalgia Thyroid disorders
Arthritis Menopausal syndrome
Migraine Infertility
Fatigue Cardiovascular
Insomnia Gastrointestinal
Anxiety Dermatologic
Depression and more

Permanent Allergy Elimination
Needle or Needle Free                                              An Ying
505 E. Broad St. Westfield                     (908) 654-7304

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Contact David MartoneContact David Martone

908-232-5445908-232-5445

Available for your next Party, Available for your next Party, 
Wedding or Special EventWedding or Special Event

Call today to purchase tickets for

THE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASHTHE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASHTHE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASHTHE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASHTHE ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASH
FRIDAY OCTOBER 31, 2003  •  CALL DAVID FOR DETAILS

HORRIFYINGHORRIFYINGHORRIFYINGHORRIFYINGHORRIFYING time!It will be a

P.R.E.P. Meeting Set
At SAGE Spend-A-Day

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – A meet-
ing of P.R.E.P. (People Responsible
for Elderly Persons) will occur from 7
to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, September
17, at the SAGE Spend-A-Day Adult
Day Health Center, located at 550
Springfield Avenue in Berkeley
Heights.

Sponsored by SAGE Solutions of
Summit, P.R.E.P. is a caregivers sup-
port group offered free of charge to
anyone who assumes the responsi-
bility of caring for an older adult.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to meet others with similar con-
cerns about their aging loved ones,
share common problems and solutions,
and learn effective problem-solving
and coping skills. Information on com-
munity resources is also available.

For information, please call Ellen
McNally, SAGE InfoCare Director,
at (908) 273-4598.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on Sept. 8

WESTFIELD – The first meeting
of the Senior Social Club of Holy
Trinity for the upcoming season will
be held on Monday, September 8, at
1:30 p.m. in the gymnasium/audito-
rium of the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School.

This will be a social meeting. In-
formation on trips being planned will
be available.

The first trip this fall will take
place on Tuesday, September 16, to
Doolan’s in Spring Lake Heights, for
dinner and a production.

Library Friends Accepting
Donations For Book Sale

FANWOOD – The Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library will hold
their annual Book Sale, the group’s
major fundraiser, on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The rain date is the following day,
Sunday, September 21.

Donations for the sale are cur-
rently being accepted at the li-
brary. The Friends are seeking used
books in salable condition, espe-
cially recent publications, paper-
backs, classics, children’s books,
games and toys. They will also
take used, commercially-produced
videos, compact disks and cas-
settes.

The Friends cannot accept old books
(books of little interest or value such
as textbooks, outdated non-fiction or
fiction), mildewed or damaged books
or magazines. Such unwanted items
may be taken to recycling. Questions
about donations may be answered by
calling (908) 889-0998.

Anyone wishing to contribute or
help sort, set up and clean up for the
sale may call (908) 322-6400 or sign
up at the library.

The Friends particularly need
people capable of doing lifting work
at the beginning and end of the sale.
Knowledge of books is not a neces-
sity. The library is located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

~ FREE ALPHA PROGRAM ~

Learn about Christianity in a

non-denominational, relaxed,

fun lecture series for everyone!

LEARN ABOUT GOD, HAVE

FUN AND MEET NEW PEOPLE

Sundays beg. 9/14 to 11/23When:

Time: 5:00 pm to 7:45 pm

A delicious meal is included!

Place: First Baptist Church

170 Elm St., Westfield

Free: No obligation

RSVP: Call (908) 233-2278

Childcare  available
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WTC Survivor to Present
Talk at Evangel Church

First Baptist Singles
Post Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD — Widowed, di-
vorced or never-married individuals
are invited to join their peers on
Sunday mornings at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, for coffee, cake and dis-
cussions on single living.

Meetings begin at 9 a.m. and are held
in the lower level meeting room. The
meeting dates for this month are Sep-
tember 7, 14, 21 and 28. A $2 donation
is requested and all are welcome.

Group members also participate in
winter movie nights, summer pic-
nics and holiday get-togethers,
among other activities. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 889-5265
or (908) 889-4751.

Baptist Church to Host
Speaker on Program
For Girls and Women
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Baptist Church Women’s Min-
istry and Christian Education Divi-
sion will host Janet Moser, Chair-
woman of the American Baptist Girls
of New Jersey, on Monday, Septem-
ber 15, at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church, located at 333
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Mrs. Moser will speak about a
program for girls and young women,
ages eight to 25, designed to help
them grow in their relationship with
God, develop leadership qualities and
learn to serve others. The program is
divided into different age groups.

American Baptist Girls is a divi-
sion of the American Baptist
Women’s Ministry.

The program is open to all girls in
the local area and women who may
be interested in the organization for
their daughters. Refreshments will
be served. For directions, please call
the church at (908) 322-5487.

The Suffering of Jesus Is Visible
In Pain People Endure Today

By REVEREND MONSIGNOR
WILLIAM C. HARMS

Our Labor Day celebration was
early this year. Many in our commu-
nity may not have enjoyed the holi-
day, in that they are unemployed.
The children are unnerved because
school begins a few days earlier.
School is a necessary element of life;
unemployment is not.

Two thousand years ago, Jesus of
Nazareth was executed. Dying on
the cross, Jesus took upon himself all
our sins, and all our sufferings. His
historical passion has been accom-
plished, but it still continues today in
his members.

Jesus Christ continues to suffer in
and through every person who suf-
fers. In this sense, it can be said his
Way of the Cross is not yet finished.

Jesus died a victim of our sins.
Because we sin, Jesus was crucified.
We, too, are victims of our sins. God
does not punish us because of our
faults. We punish ourselves, indi-
vidually and collectively, this is a
fact.

Great problems in our world, such
as war, people’s inhumanity to fel-
low humans, yes, unemployment and
so forth, in one way or another are
the consequences of the collective
sin of humankind.

God does not turn stones into bread,
but he does give his Word. Strength-
ened by this Word, we must help the
victims of sin, and work to eliminate
the causes of so much suffering.

Lord, you must be tired tonight,
because you stood in line for a long
time at the unemployment office.
Humiliation is a tough pill to swal-

low. So many hurtful remarks were
thrown your way. Tomorrow your
unemployment benefits run out.

Lord, how you must be suffering
this evening. I know it was you. You
told me so in your Gospel. I was
naked, a stranger, sick, in prison,
unemployed. I know it is you, but I
forgot.

Lord, your Way of the Cross is so
long. I thought it was finished. I
thought you brought it to completion
years ago. The Way of the Cross of
your sisters and brothers is long, very
long, and with them and through
them you continue to be exploited,
humiliated, rejected, stripped, im-
prisoned, tortured, heart and body
shattered.

I want to be Simon of Cyrene on
the Way of the Cross of today’s men
and women. I have recognized your
death. I am called to recognize the
suffering of my brothers and sisters
who live with me today. I need to see
you, Lord, in all those around me.

Thank you, Lord, because it is you
in the unemployed. It is you speak-
ing to me today. It is you I encounter
in those around me.

“When the Son of Man comes in
his glory and all the angels with him,
he will sit in state on his throne, with
all the nations gathered before him.
He will separate men into two groups,
as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, and he will place the
sheep on his right hand and the goats
on his left. Then the king will say to
those on his right hand, ‘You have
my Father’s blessing; come, enter
and possess the kingdom that has
been ready for you since the world
was made. For when I was hungry,
you gave me food; when thirsty, you
gave me drink; when I was a stranger,
you took me into your home, when
naked you clothed me; when I was
ill, you came to my help, when in
prison you visited me.

“Then the righteous will reply,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and fed you, or thirsty and
gave you drink, a stranger and took
you home, or naked and clothed you?
When did we see you ill or in prison,
and come to visit you?’ And the king
will answer, ‘I tell you this: anything
you did for one of my brothers here,
however humble, you did for me.’”
(Matthew 25:31-40).

At all times, we carry in our mortal
bodies the death of Jesus, so that his
life also may be seen in our bodies. (2
Corinthians 4:10)

Help to carry one another’s bur-
dens, and in this way, you will obey
the laws of Christ.(Galatians 6:2)

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Monsignor Harms is

Pastor of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, located at 1600 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

CARING FOR KIDS…Members of the Ladies Philoptochos Society of the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Westfield present a check for $3,000 to
representatives of Saint Barnabas Medical Center for The Valerie Fund center
there. Pictured, left to right, are: Pam Holland with her daughter, Charlotte, a
patient at The Valerie Fund center; Ellen Hickman, a Society member and Co-
Chairwoman of its recent spring fashion show; Dyane McMahon, Executive
Director of The Valerie Fund; Mary Demiris, Vice President of the Society and
fashion show Co-Chairwoman; Phyllis Verenes, a Society member and fashion
show Co-Chairwoman; Dr. Anne Nepo, Medical Director of The Valerie Fund
Center at Saint Barnabas, and Dr. Cynthia Gonzales, a center physician.

Philoptochos Society Gives
Donation to Valerie Fund

WESTFIELD – The Ladies
Philoptochos Society of Westfield’s
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
recently hosted its “Accent On
Spring” fashion show.

From proceeds raised through its

grand raffle, the Society donated $3,000
to The Valerie Fund, to support the
Fund’s children’s center at Saint
Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston.

The center provides comprehen-
sive treatment for children with can-
cer and blood disorders, including a
local child whose family are mem-
bers of the Holy Trinity Church.

The Valerie Fund was established
in 1976 as a not-for-profit organiza-
tion in New Jersey, in memory of
nine-year-old Valerie Goldstein, a
Warren youngster who died of cancer.

The Fund’s mission is to support
comprehensive medical care for chil-
dren with cancer and blood disor-
ders, and is dedicated to making
quality outpatient care available close
to a child’s home.

Currently, the Valerie Fund has
eight children’s centers in the tri-
state area. For more information on
The Valerie Fund, including upcom-
ing events, volunteer opportunities
and how to make a donation, please
visit www.thevaleriefund.org on the
Internet or call (973) 761-0422.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sujo John, a
New Yorker who survived the attack
on the World Trade Center on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, will share his story
on Sunday, September 28, at 6 p.m. at
the Evangel Church in Scotch Plains.

He was on the 81st floor of Tower
One when the first airliner exploded
into flames just two floors above his
office. Mr. John, whose wife’s office

was in Tower Two, will recount the
details of the incredible events he
witnessed during his narrow escape
from death.

This event is free and open to the
public. The Evangel Church is lo-
cated at 1251 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. For more information on this
event, please call the Reverend Dr.
Kevin Brennan at (908) 322-9300.

Refreshments will be

served each day at

each presentation.

All programs are

Free and open 

to the public.

295 South Avenue • Fanwood, NJ 07023 • 908-654-5200
www.chelseaseniorliving.com

Celebrate National Assisted Living Week
at The Chelsea at Fanwood

September 8 -13, 2003
“Sharing Life’s Treasures”

Monday, September 8, 2003 ~ Art and History Day
• 11:00am - Art Class with Carmela Cohen (Supplies

provided by The Chelsea)
• 2:00pm - Fanwood Historical Society presents:

History of Fanwood

Tuesday, September 9, 2003 ~ Music Day
• 2:00pm - Eranga and Prianga entertain with a program

of international songs
• 3:15pm - Cocktail Hour

Wednesday, September 10, 2003 ~
Health and Fitness Day

• 11:00am - Tai Chi Class by Shu Hua Chao
• 2:00pm - Fall Prevention Lecture and Balance Screenings 

by Austin Rehab

Thursday, September 11, 2003 ~ Day of Remembrance
• 11:00am - Memorial Service/Flag Ceremony
• 7:00pm - Lecture on the History of the American Flag

by Vexillologist Gerry McCavera

Friday, September 12, 2003 ~ Love and Friendship Day
• 11:00am - “The Very Creature of Excitement”. The women

Abraham Lincoln fell in love with and never fell out of.
Take a closer look at the charming Mary Todd Lincoln with
Actress/Storyteller Laurie MacDonnell-Gaulkey.

• 2:00pm - “True Love Stories” with Storyteller Fred Quinn
• 3:15pm - Cocktail Hour to announce Grandparent of the Year Essay Contest

Saturday, September 13, 2003 ~ Nature Day
• 2:00pm - Blueberries - New Jersey’s Wonder Fruit.  Come

listen to Judith Krall-Russo for a fascinating lecture about
this interesting fruit. Scones and other blueberry

refreshments will follow.

BB

Grandparent of the Year Essay Contest will end September 12, 2003.
In 100 words or less tell us why you think your Grandparent deserves to be
“Grandparent of the Year”. Send essays to The Chelsea at Fanwood by
September 11, 2003. Winner will receive a prize!

The High Holidays are just  
around the corner—wouldn’t  
you like to celebrate them  
as part of a congregation? 
Rosh Hashanah starts at sundown on September 26, and Yom 

Kippur starts at sundown on October 5.   

 For 90 years, Temple Sholom has been practicing Re-

form Judaism in Union County.  This year we are delighted to 

be celebrating our first High Holidays in our new transitional 

space in Fanwood.   

 The best way to choose a congregation is to spend time 

with its members.  To help you make an informed decision, we 

welcome you to join us any Friday night for Shabbat services.  

Also, we’re inviting prospective members to join us for dinner, 

services, and a festive Oneg Shabbat on Friday, September 12.  

Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m., with services starting at 8:00 p.m. 

 For reservations or more information, please call us at 

908-889-4900, or e-mail us at sholom@sholomnj.org. 

Temple Sholom 
LaGrande & Martine Aves., Fanwood 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 539 
Scotch Plains,  NJ  07076-0539 

908-889-4900 (phone) 908-889-9920 (fax) 
www.sholomnj.org 

Night & Weekend
Airtime Minutes
on the America’s ChoiceSM network

1000anytime mobile
to mobile minutes

to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

400anytime
minutes

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.

Plus

Unlimited nationwide long distance
No roaming charges coast-to-coast

now just

39
monthly access

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJU
C

All when on the America’s Choice Network

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

99$

nlimited

Network not available in all areas.  Calls placed while off the America’s Choice network $.69/min.  Mobile to mobile not available throughout the
America’s Choice network.  Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.

Unlimited

ommunications 908.654.6440

wireless
Authorized Retailer

The Arc of Union County Sets
Self-Advocacy Conference

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Self-
Advocates of the Arc of Union County
will hold “The Conference of Many
Faces” on Saturday, September 13,
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Self-
Advocacy Center at the Scotch Plains
Opps, located at 849 Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.

The day will begin with registration
and continental breakfast at 8:30 a.m.,
followed by the welcome and intro-
duction at 9 a.m., session A workshops
from 10 to 10:45 a.m. and session B
workshops from 11 to 11:45 a.m.

Lunch will be from 12 to 12:45
p.m., followed by “What To Do in
the Event of An Emergency” from 1
to 2 p.m. Awards and closing re-
marks will take place between 2 and
3 p.m.

Workshops offered during the con-
ference will include “All About IHP,”
“Grief and Loss,” “Nutritional Cook-
ing,” “Grooming,” “Health and Fit-
ness,” “Leisure” and “Identity Quilt.”

For additional information, please
call the Office of Quality Assurance

at (908) 754-6979 or visit
www.arcunion.org. The registration
fee is $25 for members of The Arc
and its residential facilities and $30
for all others.

The price includes continental
breakfast, a full lunch and confer-
ence materials. Payments may be
mailed to The Arc of Union County,
Attention: Department of Quality
Assurance, 1225 South Avenue,
Plainfield 07062 or via email to
sdornfeld@arcunion.org.

Open Mic Night Slated
At Unitarian Church
SUMMIT – The Unitarian Church

in Summit, located at 4 Waldron
Avenue, has announced that the Sec-
ond Saturdays Coffee House will
return on September 13 with its first
open mic night of the season.

This format enables both neophytes
and seasoned performers to practice
material and showcase their talents.
Performers have included folk sing-
ers, rock and roll artists, Broadway-
style singers, poets and comedians.

Desserts and coffee will be avail-
able. Performers may sign up begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. The show starts at
8 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Admis-
sion is $4.

For information or directions,
please call (908) 928-0127, email
info@secondsaturdays.org or visit
www.secondsaturdays.org.

Ketubah to Gather
For Sunday Brunch

COUNTY — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will meet for brunch on Sunday, Sep-
tember 7, at noon at the Kenilworth
Inn, located at Boulevard and South
31st Street in Kenilworth.

The cost is $12.95 per person, plus
tax and gratuity. Non-members are
welcome to attend. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to call Elaine at (908)
232-0062 by Friday, September 5.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

LABOR DAY CLEARANCE
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MON-FRI 10 TO 6   •   THURS 10 TO 8   •   SUN 12 TO 5

Garwood Factory Showroom

• Open To The Public •

518 North Avenue, Garwood
(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free  (877) MATT-FAC

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

$25 OFF FREEOR

With purchase of any premium bedding set.  Not valid with any other offer.  Exp. 10/31/03

Bed Frame

Tired of Your
Mattress

FUTONS
Owned & Operated by

the Shovlin Family

for Over 20 YearsNow Manufacturing
Visco Foam Mattresses

Visit Our Website  •  www.mattressfac.com

Wesley  Allen

• Hi-Risers

• Brass Beds

• Bunkie Boards

• Custom Sizes

• Electric Beds

• Folding Cots

• Split Box Springs

• Crib Mattresses

• Sofa Bed Mattresses

• California King Sizes

Holocaust Survivor to Share
Experiences With NCJW

COUNTY — The National Council
of Jewish Women (NCJW), Union
County Section, has invited members,
friends and guests to its opening meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 10, at
7:30 p.m. at the YM-YWHA on Green
Lane in Union.

The meeting will feature long-time
member Clara Kramer, who will present a
video performance of “Clara’s Diary,” a
first-hand account of her experience while
being protected by “righteous Christians”
in a bunker with her family and other
Polish Jews during World War II.

A Holocaust survivor, she and her
husband, Sol, are active with the Jew-

ish Federation of Central New Jersey
and the Jewish Family Service Agency
of Union County. Mrs. Kramer is also
Chairwoman of the Holocaust Educa-
tion Program at Kean University.

Dessert will be served and there will be
time for questions from those in atten-
dance.

Admission is free and all are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable food items
which will be donated to the Jewish
Family Service Food Pantry of Union
County and the “Yes We Care Soup
Kitchen.” For further information and
to respond, please call (908) 352-1207
or (908) 233-4878.
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

�
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����

TREE EXPERT CO.

• Pruning
• Spraying
• Feeding
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified

Immediate Service
Insured For Your Protection

�		
����

��������

First Baptist to Hold
Family Camping Trip
WESTFIELD — Members of the

First Baptist Church of Westfield
will participate in a Family Camping
Trip to Stokes State Park in
Branchville from Friday evening,
September 5, through the morning of
Sunday, September 7.

During this second annual event,
participants will sleep in tents and
eat family style, with each family
providing one of the meals.

Campers will have an opportunity
to enjoy hikes, games and campfires
together at the park, which has mod-
ern restroom facilities.

Optional activities include canoe-
ing or kayaking ($33 per person) and
visiting the Space Farm Zoo ($8.95
for adults and $4.50 for children).
The cost for camping is $5 per per-
son, with a maximum of $20 per
family.

Interested individuals are asked to
call the Reverend Jeremy Montgom-
ery at the church office at (908) 233-
2278.
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Louise M. Santos, 46
Louise M. Santos, 46, of

Mountainside died on Wednesday,
August 20, at the Clara Maass Medi-
cal Center in Belleville.

Born in Elizabeth, she lived in
Mountainside for 25 years.

Mrs. Santos was a legal assistant
with Cassale and Pellagrino in
Parsippany.

She was predeceased by a brother,
John Frances, and a sister, Rosemarie
Hernandez.

Surviving are three sons, Carlos
Santos, Anthony Santos and Mark
Santos; a daughter, Louise Olivo;
two sisters, Susan Guatta and Joan
Tashbar; a brother, Thomas Frances,
and two grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
August 23, from the McCracken
Funeral Home in Union. A Mass
followed at St. Anthony of Padua
Roman Catholic Church in Eliza-
beth. Interment took place at the
Mount Olivet Cemetery in Newark.

September 4, 2003

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue

233-0255

John L. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255

Charles V. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 3703

Nonprofit  •  Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves
Niches  & Community Mausoleums

Consider the Peace and Comfort of  Pre-Need Planning.

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868,
 on 105 Picturesque Acres.

1100 East Broad Street  •  Westfield, New Jersey
(908) 232 - 0781

Ask for a Free copy of our 16 page Emergency Record Guide.

�������� ��	�
���

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143

CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER

• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP

Caught in the

Medicaid confusion?

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Bruce Bauer
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

– Obituaries –

DEATH NOTICE
John Goetzee, 85

John Goetzee, 85, died on Tues-
day, August 26, at Overlook Hospital
in Summit of congestive heart fail-
ure.

Born on May 1, 1918 in Dobbs
Ferry, N.Y., he was the son of the late
Arthur and Emma Wilsea Goetzee.
He graduated from Dobbs Ferry High
School, where he was a consummate
athlete, lettering in football, basket-
ball, track and baseball. Mr. Goetzee
lived in Scotch Plains for more than
40 years.

With a passion for baseball and the
major leagues, he continued on to
pitch at the farm-team level until a
shoulder injury prevented him from
pursuing an offer to continue as a
pitcher in the minor leagues.

Mr. Goetzee served in the United
States Army Air Corps during World
War II, earning a commission as a
Second Lieutenant upon graduation
from pilot training. He flew the P-51
Mustang as a reconnaissance pilot in
the European theater, flying over 70
missions prior to the end of the war.

He worked as an electrician for the
American Can Company in Jersey
City until choosing early retirement
in 1976 to be primary caregiver and
devoted father to his children after
the unexpected death of his beloved
wife, the former Helen Seman.

John is survived by his children,
Margaret, William and Eric Goetzee,
all of Scotch Plains; a sister, Mary
Geraghty of Ardsley, N.Y., and his
nephews, Richard and John Geraghty.

Services were held on Saturday,
August 30, at the Edwards-Dowdle
Funeral Home, Inc. in Dobbs Ferry.
Interment followed at Mount Hope
Cemetery in Dobbs Ferry.

September 4, 2003

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on September 15, 2003 in Council Cham-
bers in the Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the
following application:

03-07(V) ONE ELM STREET ASSOCI-
ATES, L.L.C., ONE ELM
STREET, BLOCK 3105, LOT
18, PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL. APPLICANT SEEK-
ING TO CONVERT A BUILD-
ING FORMERLY USED AS A
BANK FOR THE PROPOSED
USE AS A RESTAURANT ON
THE FIRST FLOOR AND COM-
MERCIAL OFFICES ON THE
SECOND FLOOR. APPLICANT
PROPOSES TO CONVERT
PARKING AREA TO PARK
LIKE SETTING WITH GAZEBO
AREA TO BE USED FOR OUT-
DOOR CAFE DINING AS
REGULATED BY OUTDOOR
CAFE LICENSING. Applicant
seeks variances from the follow-
ing

List of Existing Nonconform-
ing Zoning Conditions:
Section 11.25E.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum rear yard of 1/
2 the building height - 39 feet. -
Existing is 1.87 feet.
Section 11.25F.1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires
window area minimum of 40% -
Existing 12.8%, 12.1%, 9%.

List of New C.40:55D-70c Vari-
ances Requested:
Section 13.01E of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires
accessory structures in front yard
not permitted. Proposed is a ga-
zebo.
Section 16.03E.3.a(3) of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance al-
lows mount height of sign to be
12 feet. Proposed is 22 feet & 38
feet.
Section 17.02C of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance for park-
ing requires 95 spaces. Proposed
is none.
Section 11.25F.1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires
building facade window area of
40%. Proposed is 12.8%, 12.1%
and 14%.
Section 16.04E.2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance al-
lows 2 signs on a corner prop-
erty. 3 wall signs & awning
signage is proposed.
Variances, waivers or exceptions
from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of  the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 9/4/03, The Leader Fee: $67.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on September
24, 2003 at 8:00 P. M. in the Borough Hall of
the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Plan-
ning Board will hold a public hearing to
install an above ground pool at 18 Deborah
Way, Fanwood, New Jersey also known as
Block 42 Lot 4 as shown on the Fanwood
Tax Map. The following variance is requested
from the Land Use Ordinance of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood:

Sec. 184.134E (3) Variance Requested:
Rear yard setback Permitted: 15 feet,
Present: - , Proposed: 6 feet.

The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of the
application or amendment(s) to the applica-
tion.

All interested persons may be present
and heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

John & Darlene Tomasulo
18 Deborah Way

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 9/4/03, The Times Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-15119-03
FILE NO. XWZ L 57948

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FRANCIS CRANLEY, JR., his heirs,
devisees, and personal representa-
tives, and his their or any of their

successors in right, title and interest;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND

REQUIRED to serve upon ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092-0024, telephone num-
ber 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the Com-
plaint TO Foreclosure filed in a civil action,
in which MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC. is plain-
tiff, and BRIAN ROCKEFELLER, et al. are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County, and bearing Docket F-15119-03
within 35 days after September 4, 2003
exclusive of such date. If you fail to do so,
judgement by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint and Amendment To Foreclosure
Complaint. You shall file your answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk of
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, together with your check in
the sum of $135.00 representing the filing
fee in accordance with the rules of civil
practice and procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage dated
11/24/1992 made by Brian Rockefeller &
Darrin Rockefeller, h/w and Francis Cranley,
Jr. as mortgagors, to Meridian Mortgage
Corp. recorded on 12/23/1992 in Book 4725
of Mortgages for Union County, Page 336
which Mortgage was assigned on to the
plaintiff, MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. by As-
signment Of Mortgage recorded on 10/26/
2000 in Book 1187 of Assignments Of Mort-
gages for Union County, Page 283; and (2)
to recover possession of, and concerns
premises commonly known as 23 Adams
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney, you
may communicate with the New Jersey Bar
Association by calling 609-394-1101. You
may also contact the Lawyer Referral Ser-
vice of the County of venue by calling 908-
353-4715. If you cannot afford an attorney,
you may communicate with the Legal Ser-
vices office of the County of venue by calling
908-354-4340.

You, the heirs, devisees, and personal
representatives of Francis Cranely, Jr., and
his, her, their or any of their successors in
right, title and interest, are hereby made
party defendants to this foreclosure action
as a precaution that Francis Cranely, Jr., the
record owner of the mortgaged premises
being foreclosed herein may be deceased in
which case you would have an ownership
interest in the mortgaged premised and for
any lien, claim or interest you may have in, to
or against the mortgaged premises.

DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 9/4/03, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield Board
of Adjustment adopted Resolutions at its
July 14, 2003 meeting for the following
applications heard at its June 9, 2003 meet-
ing:

1. Primavera Parkview LLC, 632
Bensen Place, seeking permission to erect
a new single family dwelling-granted.

2. Carl Oliver and Robin Kirna, 185
Tudor Oval seeking permission to retain an
addition and deck extension-granted as
amended.

3. Mark and Carolyn Fromm, 882
Fairacres Avenue seeking permission to
erect an addition-granted as amended.

4. Michael and Lynn Fernandez, 12
Sandra Circle seeking extension of time-
granted one year extension.

5. Charles A. and Elizabeth Reese,
956 Summit Avenue seeking permission to
erect an addition-granted.

6. Eric and Lisa Bass, 731 Norman
Place seeking permission to erect a two
story addition-granted.

7. Keith and Elisa Fitzmaurice, 117
Cedar Street seeking permission to erect an
addition-granted.

8. Michael and Michelle Massa, 417
South Euclid Avenue seeking permission to
rect a deck and retain an existing shed-
granted as amended.

9. Michael D. and Linda T. Helfand,
616 Shackamaxon Drive seeking permis-
sion to erect a wrought iron fence-denied.

10. Carmine and Kathleen Pindilli, 41
Sunnywood Drive seeking permission to
erect an addition and deck-granted.

11. Murray S. Shereshewsky, 38 North
Cottage Place seeking permission to tem-
porarily place a trailer for living purposes
during construction in driveway-denied.

12. Ken and Nancy Leonard, 236
Brightwood Avenue seeking permission to
erect a two-story addition-granted.

13. Jan and Maud Carnevale, 325
Orenda Circle seeking permission to erect
an addition-granted.

14. David Anderson, 221 Ayliffe Av-
enue seeking permission to erect a 2nd floor
addition-granted,

15. Subramaniam Sujanthakumar, 458
Birch Place seeking permission to erect an
addition-gratned.

16. F & J Foot Inc., 112, 112 1/2, and
114 Cacciola Place seeking certification
that the property is an existing nonconform-
ing use (multi-family).  In the event the
certification can not be proved, the applicant
is requesting a use variance (and site plan
approval) for a seven units ( 6 units and a
manager’s office).-denied.

17. John and Christy Callinan, 20
Gallowae, seeking an appeal from the Zon-
ing Official decision that the application was
constituted “Res judicata” and can not be
heard by the Board.  If the Board decides in
favor of the applicant and decides to hear
the application the applicant will be seeking
permission to erect a second story addition-
granted.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 9/4/03, The Leader Fee: $61.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: GREER F. HENDERSON,
Deceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 29TH day of AUGUST, A.D. 2003, upon
the application of the undersigned, as EX-
ECUTOR of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

BARBARA E. HENDERSON
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEYS
FRANKLIN MONTGOMERY
1270 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS
SUITE 2011
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10020
1 T - 9/4/03, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PROBATE

Estate of: DOROTHY N. HULSART,
Deceased

In accordance with the rules governing
the courts of the State of New Jersey, notice
is hereby given to Robert Ragatz, Jean
Ragatz and David Ragatz that the Last Will
and Testament of Dorothy N. Hulsart dated
August 17, 2001 was admitted to probate by
the Surrogate of Union County, Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, New
Jersey, on November 19, 2002 at Docket
#N-4827

Christina R. Crawford, residing at 429
Kennebunk Road, Alfred, Maine qualified
as Executrix.

A copy of Mrs. Hulsart’s will shall be
furnished to you upon request.

CHRISTINA R. CRAWFORD
EXECUTRIX

ATTORNEYS
NICHOLS, THOMSON, PEEK &
PHELAN
PO BOX 2038
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07091
1 T - 9/4/03, The Leader Fee: $22.44

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Dr. James W. Lee, Jr.

DEATH NOTICE
Dr. James Weir Lee, Jr., 88, D.D.S.;
Cook-Waite Laboratories Executive

Dr. James Weir Lee, Jr., 88, a
resident of Williamsburg, Va., died
on Thursday, June 12, 2003 at his
residence.

Born in Philadelphia on October
22, 1914, he lived in Westfield until
moving to England at the age of 10.
He was educated at
Malvern College in
Worcestershire, where
he became president
of athletics before en-
tering Guys Hospital
Medical School in
1933. Dr. Lee lived in
Westfield and worked
in New York City be-
fore moving to
Williamsburg nine
years ago.

James Weir Lee,
D.D.S., was President
of Professional Ser-
vices and Research,
Cook-Waite Laboratories, Inc. of
New York, a subsidiary of Sterling
Drug Inc. Dr. Lee joined Cook-Waite
in 1946 and had headed its profes-
sional services division since 1947;
he was named vice president in 1960.

Dr. Lee received his pre-dental train-
ing at Guys Hospital, London, En-
gland, where he was a member of the
British Dental Association. In 1939,
he was granted a license in dental
surgery by the Royal College of Sur-
geons. He also earned his Doctor of
Dental Surgery Degree from the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania in 1942.
During World War II, Dr. Lee

served as a Lieutenant Commander
in the United States Navy’s Dental
Corps. He was active in the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Alumni Clubs
since 1963 and was President of its

Dental Alumni Soci-
ety in 1975-1976.

Dr. Lee was a char-
ter member of the
American Dental As-
sociation, Interna-
tional Association for
Dental Research, and
an honorary member
of OKU. He was a fel-
low of the American
Association for the
Advancement of Sci-
ence and the Interna-
tional College of Den-
tists. He was also a
member of the Ameri-

can Society of Dentistry for Children.
Surviving are his loving wife of 25

years, Marcia; his children, James
Lee, 3rd, Geoffrey Lee and Betsy
Lee Conrad, to whom he was de-
voted, along with his stepchildren,
Rick Schaefer, Lauren Schaefer and
Carol McKnight. He was also the
proud grandfather of nine.

A brief service for family and
friends will be held at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield to-
morrow Friday, September 5, at 10
a.m., followed by a private burial in
Somerville.

September 4, 2003

DEATH NOTICE
Cleoarah ‘Pat’ Dick, 92, Private Secretary;

Active With Calvary Lutheran and CSH
Cleoarah “Pat” Dick, 92, of

Westfield died on Monday, Septem-
ber 1, in the New Jersey Eastern Star
Home in Bridgewater.

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, she had
lived in Bayonne before moving to
Cranford in 1959. She relocated to
Westfield in 1982.

Mrs. Dick had been the private
secretary to the plant manager of
Best Foods, where she retired from at
age 65. Earlier, she had worked for
Socono Vacuum in New York City.

After retiring, she became a mem-
ber of the Cranford Senior Citizens
Monday Club. She also volunteered
at Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside as a secretary in the
Pharmacy Department.

She was liked so much that she
was asked to work there part-time,
which she did for 11 years, until she
was 85.

Mrs. Dick also attended Union
County College to learn how to use
computers and helped arrange the
bus trips for the Monday Club.

She was a 57-year member of the
Azure Eastern Star in Cranford and a
member of the Lutheran Church
Women at the Calvary Lutheran
Church in Cranford, where she also
sang in the choir and taught Sunday
School.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Bill, in 1971.

Surviving are a daughter, Arlene
King of Cranford; her son-in-law,
Wayne King; grandchildren Arthur
E. Frank, 3rd, Glenn W. Frank and
Dawn E. Frank, and great-grandchil-
dren Arthur E. Frank, 4th, Jessica
and Matthew Frank.

Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m. today, Thursday, September 4,
at the Calvary Lutheran Church. In-
terment will be at the Ocean View
Cemetery in Staten Island, N.Y.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue in
Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the
Activities Department of the New
Jersey Eastern Star Home, 111
Finderne Avenue, Bridgewater, N.J.
08807 would be appreciated.

September 4, 2003

Margaret Knipple, 84, Studied at Pratt;
Established Peachtree North Designs

DEATH NOTICE

Helene Coles, 81, Worked in Payroll;
Was Member of Raritan Yacht Club

Helene Balint Coles, 81, of
Florham Park died on Saturday, Au-
gust 30, at Morristown Memorial
Hospital in Morristown.

Born in Perth Amboy, she had lived
there before moving to Florham Park
35 years ago.

A graduate of Rutgers University
in New Brunswick, Mrs. Coles had
worked in the payroll department at
General Cable in Perth Amboy for
over 20 years prior to retiring.

She was a former member of the
Raritan Yacht Club and the Magyar
Reformed Church in Perth Amboy.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, C. James Coles, in 1999.

Surviving are a daughter, Ellen C.

Geissel and her husband, Ken, of
Scotch Plains, and three grandchil-
dren, Sean, Tyler and Timmy Geissel.

A memorial service will be held at
3 p.m. on Saturday, September 6, at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
74 Martine Avenue, South, in
Fanwood.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to The Children’s
Institute, 1 Sunset Avenue, Verona
07044 or the UMDNJ Foundation/
Autism Research, 1 World’s Fair
Drive, Somerset 08873.

September 4, 2003

Margaret Shaw Knipple, 84, of
Cape Coral, Fla. died on Friday,
August 29, at her home.

Born in Florence, Ala., she had
resided in Smyrna, Ga. through high
school. She had also lived in the
Savannah, Ga. area, as well as in
Marietta, Ga., in Manasquan and in
Westfield, before retiring to Cape
Coral in 1998. While living in New
Jersey, she had maintained a summer
home in Sea Girt.

Mrs. Knipple graduated from the
University of Georgia and then did
graduate studies in interior design at
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, N.Y.

After 13 years of practicing as
Margaret Shaw Design, ASID, in
Manhattan, she established Peachtree
North Designs, a full service interior
design studio in Westfield.

Mrs. Knipple was a member of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Surviving are her husband of 48
years, Ray Wesley Knipple; two sons,
Patrick Shaw Moss of Cape Coral
and Kevin Knipple Wilkes of
Princeton, and two grandchildren.

A private interment will be held on
Saturday, September 6, at
Bonaventure Cemetery in Savannah.

The Metz Chapel of Harvey-
Engelhardt-Metz Funeral Homes and
Crematory in Cape Coral is in charge
of the arrangements.

September 4, 2003

Annmarie Sabatino, 62, of
Mountainside and Fripp Island, S.C.
died on Thursday, August 14, in Fripp
Island.

Born in Elizabeth, she was raised
in Roselle Park and had lived in
Mountainside for many years. She
also had a home and art studio in
Fripp Island for 30 years.

A watercolor artist, Mrs. Sabatino
was a member of art associations in
Westfield, Millburn, Livingston,
South Orange and Morris County.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Charles Sabatino, and her par-
ents, Cosimo and Mary Annese.

Surviving are two daughters, Julie
Egan of New York City and Rose-
mary Sabatino of Richmond, Va.; a
son, Michael Sabatino of New York
City; a brother, Frank Annese of
Greenwood, S.C., and two grand-
children.

A Mass was offered on Wednes-
day, August 20, at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Bradley-Brough Fu-
neral Home in Summit.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety, P.O. Box 815, Elizabeth 07208.

September 4, 2003

Annmarie Sabatino, 62,
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Sturm Awarded for Law,
Aging Essay Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Lauren Rebecca Sturm, a
law student at the University of Kan-
sas, won second place in the 2003
Law and Aging Student Essay Com-
petition for her essay on fair housing
for retirees.

Lauren’s essay, “Fair Housing Is-
sues in Continuing Care Retirement
Communities (CCRCs): Can Resi-
dents Be Transferred Without Their
Consent?” was recognized for its
outstanding research and content.

The American Bar Association (ABA)
Commission on Law and Aging and the
Federal Judicial Center (FJC) Founda-
tion sponsored the contest.

The top three essays and one honor-
able mention work have been accepted
for publication in an upcoming issue of
the New York City Law Review, which
is published by the City University of
New York School of Law.

Lauren, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Sturm of Scotch Plains,
is a third-year law student. She plans to
graduate in May 2004 and to seek a
career in public interest and elder law.

Lauren originally wrote the paper
for an independent study assignment
during a summer 2002 internship
with the Department of Housing and
Urban Development regional office
in Kansas City, Mo.

For the competition, she revised
and expanded it to include ideas from
her experiences working in the School
of Law’s elder law clinic in 2002,
which is a clinical class in the law
school where students work under
supervision of attorneys from Kan-

sas Legal Services.
Lauren also received a $1,000

Educational Opportunity Fund grant
through the university’s Student Sen-
ate to support her pro bono services
during her internship at the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment.

The Law and Aging Student Essay
Competition is supported by a grant
from the FJC, a foundation of donor-
advised funds whose mission is to
increase and maximize the impact of
charitable dollars and create innova-
tive philanthropic solutions.

The purpose of the competition is
to reward innovative student research
and original writing on issues con-
cerning law and aging and to pro-
mote recognition of the value of this
type of legal work.

The competition is open to current
law students in ABA-accredited law
schools, as well as to those who have
graduated within the past year.

 

Cathy Loughlin
Grade 5 Teacher

Washington Elementary School, Westfield

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 51
Hometown: Westfield, born in

Plainfield
Education: Bachelor of Arts

Degree, Elementary Education
Previous Experience: Woods

Road School, Hillsborough – teach-
ing six- and seven-year-old students.
Mrs. Loughlin developed a program
for children who
were not successful
in kindergarten,
helping them make
the transition to the
first grade.

I Knew I Reached
My Students When:
“You see small gains
when you see them
smile and answer
with confidence. It’s
very subtle, but you
see it when they
walk in the class-
room and feel
happy to be there.
So, I think a good
teacher has to have a sense of
humor with their class and treat
every child as an individual, keep-
ing solid expectations within each
child’s specific needs. You have to
give the children the tools to deal
with their lives.”

Mrs. Coughlin related a story
about a child who recently visited
her after graduating last year. She
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times that she is happy to see chil-
dren returning “feeling good about
themselves. Sometimes they just
want to come back to talk,” she
said.

What I Love About the School
District: “I think what’s unique is
that we really try to treat each child
independently and have many pro-
grams to meet everybody’s needs.
We try to have a program that will
be best suited for each particular
child. In Washington School, we,
in the fifth grade, are now doing a
lot more sharing and better transi-
tional experience for the students
before they enter the middle school.
This year, we are implementing a
new program with several periods
of technology each week, grouping
the students according to each level
of their reading ability. Westfield

is encouraging differentiation,
which means that children will
make progress on their own indi-
vidual level and will be grouped
according to their ability or their
interest. I think we’re very sensi-
tive to that. I think in Washington
School, we’re making an effort to
present the child with unique pro-
grams.”

“The Westfield school district of-
fers continuing edu-
cation. I took a class
at Kean University.
As a teacher, you
have to be willing to
always seek out
something new and
something to add to
your curriculum.
You have to keep it
fresh. It has to be a
nurturing experi-
ence.”

Favorite Topic to
Teach: “I really en-
joy teaching the
history of the coun-
try because I think

it helps the children gain a sense
of what has happened in the past,
which will help them to under-
stand what is taking place now in
their world. And, I always enjoy
teaching children to appreciate lit-
erature.”

The Future of Education in
America…We have to be ex-
tremely adaptable to a ever-chang-
ing society.”

My Goals as an Educator…“I
am the technology representative
in my building, so every year I
make small gains in being com-
fortable with technology.” Mrs.
Loughlin used the new Apple com-
puter operating system as an ex-
ample. “Anything I can learn I
want to pass on to my children. I
am willing to seek out anything to
add something new, something
exciting that the children will en-
joy and benefit from.”

Home Life: Mrs. Loughlin is mar-
ried to Westfield attorney and Board
of Adjustment Attorney, Vincent
Loughlin. The couple has a son,
Keith Loughlin, who is a clerk at the
Elizabeth Courthouse, and a daugh-
ter, Anne Loughlin, who is a third-
year student at the University of
Virginia.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS…Westfield High School Principal Dr. Robert
Petix, left, joined Libby Rheinhardt, last year’s PTC Scholarship Committee
Chairperson, second from left, in a photo with all 17 PTC scholarship recipients
last spring. Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley is pictured in the last
row. A total of $26,900 was awarded in June, each senior receiving an amount
reflecting their costs and needs. Parents in the school district donate the funds
during the first days of school each fall. Last year’s total was the largest in five
years. This year, the PTO hopes to collect a new record amount.

College Club Holds Sale
Of 40th Year Calendar

FANWOOD – The College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains has an-
nounced that the 40th edition of its
Community Date Calendar is now on
sale for $7 at Irma’s Hallmark, Young’s
Paint and Varnish, Scotch Hills Phar-
macy, John’s Meat Market, Park
Photo, Wallis Stationary and at the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains libraries.

The calendar, published by About
Face Graphics Panther printing, lists
the dates for community and school
events, as well as civil holidays and
religious holy days. More than 100
clubs and organizations contributed
to this calendar.

Now in its 75th year, the club seeks
to further the education of women by
providing them with scholarships. Vari-
ous fundraisers are held during the
year, including the sale of the calendar,
which the club has done since 1964.
The club has awarded just under
$400,000 to about 390 young women.

The College Club expressed its
gratitude to all its advertisers for
their support, notably the Andrews
family of Young Paint and Varnish,

which has participated consistently
since the calendar’s debut.

The purchase of ads enables the
club to put the entire price of the
calendar towards scholarships for
young women who reside in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains and who are plan-
ning on or currently pursuing a col-
lege degree.

Anyone interested in learning more
about the College Club or becoming
a member may call Ginger at (908)
889-4105.

Westfield School Board
To Unveil Survey Results

WESTFIELD – During the meet-
ing of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion on Tuesday, September 9, Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley, will present a summary of the
responses received from the Com-
munity Survey distributed to
Westfield residents in May.

The meeting will begin at 8 p.m. at
302 Elm Street.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able on Monday, September 8.

Headmaster’s List Told
At Delbarton School
MORRISTOWN – Students from

Westfield and Scotch Plains were
named to the Headmaster’s List for
the spring 2003 term at Delbarton
School in Morristown.

To qualify for Highest Honors,
students must achieve grades from
90 to 100, High Honors distinction is
awarded to students with grades be-
tween 87-89, and Honors commen-
dation is presented to pupils with 83-
86 grade ranges.

Highest Honors: Tenth graders
James Wade, Matthew Delaney and
Michael Leighton were named to
the list. James and Matthew are
Westfield residents, while Michael
is a Scotch Plains resident.
Westfielder and 12th grader Bryan
McDermott also received Highest
Honors.

High Honors: Ninth grader David
Weinstein of Westfield, 11th graders
Brendan Gorman and Mark Gately
of Westfield, and 12th grader Wade
Anthony of Westfield were recog-
nized.

Honors: Eleventh grader Tyler
Deieso and 12th grader Peter Gately,
both of Westfield, were placed on the
list.

Cathy Loughlin

International Internship
Completed by Rabadeau

SCOTCH PLAINS – Russell
Rabadeau of Scotch Plains, a mem-
ber of the Class of 2004 at Lycoming
College in Williamsport, Pa., has
completed a six-week internship in
international business in England and
Russia this past summer.

Russell worked four days of the
week at Ruskin College, building
and amending college databases, as
well as doing marketing research.
The rest of the week was spent in
cultural studies and travel.

For the final 10 days of the pro-
gram, Russell traveled to Helsinki,
Finland, and St. Petersburg, Russia
for that city’s 300th anniversary cel-
ebration. While in Russia, he met
students from St. Petersburg State
University and exchanged informa-
tion on student life in their country.

The Dilemma: Teenagers
And Sex-Obsessed Media

By LISA BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Why are young girls in such a rush
to become sexy? Why does the desire
to be glamorous interposition itself
between innocence and expression of
ones personality through image?

There seems to be a growing num-
ber of young teenage females who
are convinced that acceptance can be
attained through achieving a specific
image or having “magazine model”
characteristics.

For some, the pressures placed on
younger girls to be sexy soil the
mystery of growth and life experi-
ence that comes with time.

Certain television shows and mu-
sic certainly contribute to the prema-
ture desire to look and act older.
There does not appear to be a voice
of compassionate guidance in the
media. Instead, the market carries
teen magazines that promise popu-
larity or “beauty” to those who con-
form to certain styles and attitudes.
The CosmoGIRL or Seventeen maga-
zines are part of the strong and re-
lentless spine of today’s unfortunately
image-obsessed media.

I asked 13-year-old girls from
Westfield their opinions on teen
magazines. A typical response was,
“I like them because they give good
tips on how to look like my favorite
singers and actresses.”

This was a disheartening remark
because 13-year-old girls should be
taught to be happy with themselves
rather than worry about looking like a
celebrity. Such magazines are tempt-
ing to the young reader because they
make celebrities out to be the epitome
of physical and social “perfection.”

For example, Britney Spears and
Christina Aguilera use sexuality as a
major marketing tool and sell millions
of records to a largely young female
fan base. I don’t know the exact intent
of today’s pop star, but it appears to me
that their actions influence young fans
to dress more provocatively.

Media lacks a role model, who is
average sized and average looking.
By this I mean, one who isn’t dolled
up to be somebody that she is not.
Girls need a role model who is intel-
ligent, one that isn’t parading half
nude and singing meaningless songs
about sex and fantasy. The values of
popularity and ideal image are over-
shadowing self-appreciation and the

significance of intellect.
There is no doubt that sex sells, but

it is being sold to young girls who do
not yet understand it.

Pre-adolescents are easily impres-
sionable and some have fragile self-
esteem. The media has its own check-
list of “true beauty” characteristics,
and it can do great damage to self-
esteem.

I remember when I was 13, being
swayed to dress a certain way be-
cause any other way was considered
“out of style.” I cared because other
girls were hurtful and judgmental of
my attire if it wasn’t always the
current “in” brand.

In retrospect, they were victims of
ignorance and susceptibility to the
media. What is sad is that they don’t
even recognize that fact.

On the same token, pre-adolescence
and the young teen years are times
when self-discovery and sexual curios-
ity is inevitable. There is nothing wrong
for a young girl to want to be educated
about sex. The problem is that the me-
dia has a way of invoking pressure to
have sex before one is ready.

Many teen television shows use
sex to attract a young audience. Even
the so-called Music-Television net-
work (MTV) has soaked the public
in sex-related programs.

I believe that young girls should be
guided to find who they are and
develop somewhat of an image with
which they can feel comfortable.
Almost every young girl cares about
how she looks, and they should not
feel as though they need to compete
with other girls for attention and title
through appearance.

Could the cause of premature in-
terest in sex appeal indeed be caused
in part by the media? Or are parents
to blame for young girls and boys
who value the way one looks rather
then seeing the substance beneath?

Whatever causes this unconscious
or conscious insurgence against
gradual maturation, young teenag-
ers need to be reminded that as much
fun as being pretty can be, loving
who you are and developing spirit
are more important and rewarding
than being an adult before you can
handle those responsibilities.

Lastly, my question is this: What
constitutes beauty and how do we
teach young girls that the most radi-
ant form of it comes from within?

Williams Polishes Leadership
Techniques in Nation’s Capital

WESTFIELD – The
Congressional Youth Lead-
ership Council (CYLC) in
Washington, D.C. has re-
ported that Donald Will-
iams of Westfield attended
the National Youth Lead-
ers Conference (NYLC) in
late July in Washington,
D.C.

The program invites
high school students,
based on scholastic merit, commu-
nity involvement and leadership con-
tributions, to interact with current
national leaders.

A senior at Westfield High School
and the son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Williams of Westfield, Donald is ac-
tive in the chamber orchestra as first-
chair string bass player and is in his
second year in All-State Orchestra.

As a graphics editor for the WHS
newspaper, Hi’s Eye, journalism
teacher, Charlotte Faltermayer, rec-
ommended him to the CYLC
NYLC.

Donald said the conference af-
forded him the opportunity to learn a
lot about leadership, relationships
within the community, and about
himself. He was elected President of
his small group one week and ap-
pointed Chief Justice the next week.

For Donald, the highlight
of the experience was seeing
the Senate in action and meet-
ing with Congressman Mike
Ferguson and the staff mem-
bers of Senator Frank
Lautenberg.

At WHS, Donald has been
named “Student of the
Month” and is a member of
the National Honor Society.
Recently, he received a Na-

tional Merit Letter of Commendation
from the National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test.

During the last three summers,
Donald has participated in several
building projects through The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield’s Se-
nior High Fellowship mission trips.
In July, he returned from Tijuana,
Mexico, where he helped to build a
house for a local orphanage.

In previous years, he participated
with the group to build decks for the
Cherokee in North Carolina and to
build houses in Birmingham, Ala.
for Habitat for Humanity.

During the summer of 2002,
Donald crewed a historic three-
masted schooner on a round-trip voy-
age from Castine, Me. to Lunenberg,
Nova Scotia, and learned electric,
stellar and sight navigation.

Donald Williams

Small groups & Low tuition
Improve 100, 150, 200 + points

Powerful test taking tips
Certified Teachers

OUR 27TH YEAR OF SERVICE

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER 1-800-762-8378

WWW.ESCTESTPREP.COM PSAT / SAT I

CHATHAM, SCOTCH PLAINS, SUMMIT
METUCHEN, EDISON, WESTFIELD
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See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com
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BUY 4 PERENNIALS, BUY 4 PERENNIALS, 
GET 1 FREE!GET 1 FREE!
Purchase any 4 perennials Purchase any 4 perennials 
in quarts from our selection in quarts from our selection 
of over 100 varieties, and of over 100 varieties, and 
get a 5get a 5thth one  one FREE! FREE! 
BUY 15, GET 5 FREE!BUY 15, GET 5 FREE!

FREEFREE

www.parkerplants.comwww.parkerplants.com

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICES COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICES 
BY THE PARKER PROS!BY THE PARKER PROS!

DESIGN  ❀  INSTALLATION  ❀  PLANTING!

FORFORFALL!FALL!

ANNUAL MUMFEST
Fall Into OurFall Into Our

FALL PLANTING!FALL PLANTING!
Choose from overChoose from over 14 acres14 acres  

of trees andof trees and shrubs! shrubs!

Call for information:   908-322-5555908-322-5555  
Press “5” for directions ❀ Press “6” for special events 

Monday - Saturday 7am-5pm ❀ Sunday 9am-5pm

1325 Terrill Road,  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

BACHI, BOFF, BAKER, KARIS NAMED QUAD-CAPTAINS

SP-F Raider Grid Men Plan
To Take One Step at a Time

COCOZZIELLO, GLASCO NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Grid Men Present
Bigger, More Physical Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Playing experience from last year
should make this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team more formidable. The Raid-
ers have 47 players on their roster –
grades 10 through 12 – and many got
valuable playing time under their
belts, but with some positional
changes and graduation in key posi-
tions, the Raiders feel that progress
should be taken one step at a time.

Last year, the Raiders completed
their season in style when they feasted
upon the Minutemen of Elizabeth
with a, 33-6, crunching at Williams
Field on Thanksgiving Day to finish
6-4. Fine performances all season
were given by graduating seniors,
halfback Kyle Adams who rumbled
915 yards and scored 10 touchdowns,
wide receiver/safety/kicker Josh
Wexler, linebacker Rowland
Adeyemo and powerful lineman
Chris Feighner.

Strategically, senior Mike Walker,
last year’s quarterback, has been re-
positioned to wide receiver.

“Michael, athletically, is one of
the finer athletes we ever had. We
wanted to take some pressure off
him, so we moved him to wide out
where, I think, we can take advan-
tage of his skills,” Raider Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli pointed out.

Assuming the quarterback duties
will be junior Dan LaForge, who
headed the Junior Varsity team last
year. With LaForge at quarterback,
Ciccotelli feels the Raiders will have
that extra dimension of passing with
a running game.

“He has matured to the point where,
we think, he is going to do a good
job,” said Ciccotelli. “We are happy
there. We found out we can throw, we
can catch and we can run. Last year,
I don’t know if we could have done
that. Now, we can do that and you
will see Michael do a great job at
wide out.”

Senior halfback, Kyle Baker, in
his third year as a starter, and senior
fullback, Travis Boff, promise to give
LaForge effective offensive support.
Baker and Boff along with Charlie
Bachi and Tim Karis make up the
Raider team captain foursome of the
“Killer B’s plus K”. Defensively,
Baker at cornerback and Boff at in-
side linebacker offered quite a “Killer
B” sting.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Due primarily to its lack of size,
finesse has been the mainstay of the
Westfield High School football team
in previous years. This year, how-
ever, in addition to finesse, the Blue
Devils will experience the luxury of
a bigger, more physical squad.

As a finesse team, last year, the
Blue Devils finished with a 7-3
record, losing only to rival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and North Jersey
powerhouses Morristown and
Roxbury.

This year, “We’ve done a good job
in the weight room despite the fact
that we were kind of relocated due to
the construction,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Ed Tranchina. “The kids
did a good job, a lot of it on their own.
Many of the kids are much bigger
and stronger than last year plus they
are athletic.”

Acknowledging the offensive pos-
sibilities that a bigger, more powerful
team brings, Tranchina added, “It
changes your philosophy a little bit.
We’ve been so small the last couple of
years that we used more finesse than
power, but this year, we can use more
power. We will block a little better up
front with the size and be a little more
physical. That also sets up every-
thing, all your play-action passes. It’s
much easier to run all that stuff.”

Last year, Westfield got fine offen-
sive performances from several of
their graduating seniors, especially

from tight end/running back Brian
Butts, who led the team in touch-
downs with eight, in pass receptions
with 19 and in pass yardage with
333. Defensively, Pat Daly led the
team with 104 tackles. Place kicker
Andrew Lessner was spectacular,
nailing 19 extra points and three
field goals.

However, many underclassmen
experienced plenty of playing time,

especially in key positions, such as
quarterback Jan Cocozziello and line-
man Montell Glasco, who have been
named this year’s Co-Captains.

Last year, Cocozziello emerged as
one of the most effective quarter-
backs in the area. His 960 total yards
passing placed him fourth all-time
on the WHS list behind Joe
Monninger, Dave Brown and Bran-JONNY JOLTS HOMER; ROTH RAPS TRIPLE, DOUBLE

Unintimidated St. Joes Jolt
St. Michael, 12-1, in Semis
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After having won only three games
during the regular season, finishing
with a 3-20 record, St. Michael went
on a tear and ran off three-straight
victories in the Saints Division play-
offs to face top-seeded St. Joseph.
Surprised, but not intimidated, the
Joes put an end to the run and emerged
victorious, 12-1, at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on August 27 to
advance to the St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
championship game.

Prior to the game, St. Mike’s Pete
Chemidlin commented, “We were a
little intimidated during the season,
but the wins gave us confidence.”

Mike Michalisin of the Mikes
added, “The headline is St. Michael
came into this game with only three
wins all season and won three in the
playoffs coming into this game. We
got everybody nervous.”

St. Joe’s Bob Cihanowyz said, “All
day long, I had it in my head that we
were going to play St. Louis and I
was thinking how I was going to hit
their pitcher. When I showed up and
saw them, I (was stunned). They are
on a roll.”

Leadoff hitter Damon Roth and
Mike Jonny led the St. Joseph 19-hit

assault with two hits each. Roth
rapped an RBI triple and a double
and scored twice while Jonny singled
and jolted a two-run home run and
scored twice. Art Hobble and Tim
Deegan each had two hits, a run
scored and an RBI and Jack Kennedy

went 2-for-2.
Joe pitcher Al Betau limited the

Mikes to eight, scattered hits and, at
one time, retired eight-straight bat-
ters. Al Weber was the only Mike to
get two hits and Paul Nadolny

David B. Corbin (2002 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHANGING THE ENTIRE COMPLEXION OF THE GAME...Blue Devil quarterback Jan Cocozziello, No. 12,
completed nine passes for 200 yards and two touchdowns as Westfield defeated Union, 28-21, (November 9, 2002).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (2002 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BASHING THROUGH FOR A BIG GAIN...Raider fullback Travis Boff, No.
41, bursts through the East Side defense for a 17-yard gain (September 14, 2002).

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
COMES SEPT. 11

The sixth annual All-Corbin Team
will appear in the September 11
issue of The Westfield Leader and
The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. The All-Corbin Team fea-
tures photos of fine or unusual plays,
umpires and fan shots taken at local
softball league games. This year,
All-Corbin will also include youth
baseball, Vintage Base Ball and
girls softball photos.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ST JOSEPH POWER HITTER…St. Joe slugger Michael Jonny blasted a two-
run home run to the far reaches of centerfield in the Saints Division title game
against St. Michael.
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION
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NO 2ND GUESSING, “INVEST WITH THE BEST”

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Paver Brick Driveways
Walks & Patios

Stone Retaining Walls
New Plantings

Drainage Systems
Masonry Work

Serving Westfield
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey
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FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
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✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

Fully Insured  •  FREE Estimates

PAVING

908-753-7281

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
Family Owned & Operated

OLIVER A

PAVING
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GLENN AIREL
732-548-1783 • 732-259-8776

CONSTRUCTION CORP.
CUSTOM BUILDER AND GENERAL CONTRACTOR

�� � ����

DON’T GET CAUGHT UP IN ANY SALES PITCH. MEET THE
MOST HONEST CONTRACTOR OF ALL. DON’T SIGN ANY
THING UNTIL YOU MEET GLENN.

REATG
DDITIONSA
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• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design
• Year-Long Plantings
• Lawn Maintenance
• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls
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����• Marble & Granite Fabricators •

“Looking forward to doing business with you.  Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-232-5300
Fax: 908-233-5655

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

e e

Castle Keep, Inc.
BUILDING AND RESTORATION

castlebuilder@verizon.net414 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD  • 908-232-8965

Free In-Home Project
Evaluations & Estimates

General & Mechanical Construction
Carpentry • Custom Millwork & Cabinetry

Masonry / Tile & Stone Setting
Roofing / Weatherproofing • Decks / Patios

Offering Professional . . . Residential & Commercial

. . . Design, Fabrication, Installation & Repair Services
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FRIEDLANDER, MCGALL, ABRUNZO BURN BLAISERS

St. Edward Singes Blaise, 14-6,
Advance to Angels Title Game

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Edward held a psychological
edge over St. Blaise, having beaten
the Blaisers twice during the regular
season. On August 26, at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains, second-seeded
St. Ed singed the Blaisers, 14-6, to
advance to the St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League,
Angels Division title game against
mighty St. Anne.

Aware of the psychological edge,
Blaiser Gary Cardinale commented
prior to the playoff game, “They beat
us both times. I hope we bat first and
put runs on the board early because,
last time, they had us 9-0 and we
couldn’t recover.”

History nearly repeated itself be-
cause the Ed men jumped out to a 6-
1 lead after the first inning and com-
manded an 8-2 lead after the second.
Although yielding 16 hits, crafty Ed
pitcher Anthony Radice influenced
his defense to perform some feats of
magic that smothered any major
Blaise rally.

Leading the 17-hit Ed charge were
the No 1, 2 and 3 hitters, Tom McGall,
Steve Abrunzo and Jeff Friedlander,
respectively. McGall smacked three
singles and scored in all four of his at
bats. Abrunzo went 3-for-3, scored
twice and had two RBI and Fried-
lander turned the Blaisers to ashes
with two one-run singles, a two-run
triple and a two-run sacrifice fly to
total six RBI.

Mark DeFrancesco led the Blaise
with a double and a single, two RBI
and two runs scored. Howie Bialos
went 2-for-2 with an RBI and a run
scored and Tom Straniero slapped
two singles and scored once. Ken
Blaes bashed two singles and Tom
Sherwin skid an RBI single and
scored once.

Ed shortstop Ed Marchelitis
grabbed a grounder in the fourth
inning, stepped on second and fired
to first for a double play (DP). In the
seventh, pitcher Radice grabbed a
grounder, tossed to Marchelitis cov-
ering second who, in turn, threw to
first for the second DP. First baseman
Don Robotham scooped a burning
grounder to make a putout and
rightfielder Bill McKinney made a
fine running snag. Blaiser Straniero
made a slick play at shortstop and
rightfielder Jim Sacca made a fabu-
lous shoelace catch.

Blaise scored a run in the top of the
first when Straniero and Sacca singled
and DeFrancesco hopped an RBI
groundout. The Eds bellowed with six

runs on six hits in the bottom of the
inning. Abrunzo, Friedlander and
McKinney each tapped RBI singles
and Ben LoBrace lofted an RBI sac fly.

Blaiser Bialos bopped a single in
the second inning and scored on Jim
Killeen’s looping single over short.
Ed barked back with two when Russel
Voorhees, on third, and McGall, on

second, both scored on Friedlander’s
sac fly to deep right.

With a determined stare, Blaiser
Cardinale led off the third with an
infield single. Straniero flied out to
deep right, Cardinale tagged up,
zoomed to second and continued to
third. DeFrancesco sizzled an RBI
single and later scored on Sherwin’s
RBI single. Edward did not answer
in its half of the inning.

Fired up, Cardinale shouted, “We
won that inning. Let’s win this in-
ning.”

No noise, however, was made until
the fifth when Marchelitis blurted,
“Let’s put them away now.”

Ed plated three runs on five hits,
highlighted by Friedlander’s two-run

triple to right.
Voicing concern as Blaise came to

bat in the sixth, Ed player Ken Broyles,
who contributed two singles, com-
mented, “Anything can happen. You
can score a lot of runs in softball.”

Blaise scored two runs.
DeFrancesco curled a double over
short and scored when Sherwin’s fly

to left was dropped. Bialos followed
with an RBI sac fly.

In the Ed sixth, Rowbotham
doubled and scored on Lou
DiChristofaro’s sac fly. Voorhees and
McGall both reached on an error and
Abrunzo and Friedlander each ripped
RBI singles.

As he headed to his shortstop posi-
tion, Marchelitis requested, “Let’s get
three and we play tomorrow.”

After Killeen walked to lead off
Blaise’s seventh, Radice initiated his
DP and got the third man to strike out.
St. Blaise 112 002 0 6
St. Edward 620 033 x 14

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-seeded Hunter Avenue spon-
sored by Green Grass Landscape
cruised to a, 15-2, victory on August
26 then emptied their shotguns in
Game 2 to finish off Shady Lane , 11-
4, to claim the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball League championship for
the third consecutive
year at Forest Road Park
in Fanwood on August
27. Blasts echoed seven
times through the Park
in the fifth inning, with
slugger Steve Kamins,
who also had two
singles, launching a
monumental three-run
homer.

Hunter Scott Stogner
shattered a two-run
double and singled and
Phil Wein contributed
with a triple and a single.
Chris Kluckas and Matt
Smith contributed to the
15-hit battering with two
singles and one run
scored.

Hunter veteran pitcher
Al Manzi yielded just one

run on six pokes through six innings.
“The difference in the two games

was the defense,” explained Manzi.
“They made one or two errors that
opened up an inning for us and that’s
how we won the first game. The same
in Game 2! A couple of bad throws
from the outfield allowed us to extend
the inning and we opened it up.”

Shady, however, did some pelting
of its own with 12 hits. Joe Herbert
slapped two singles and scored twice.
Al Betau lashed a two-run bunt single.
Lou Cerchio tomahawked a double
and ripped a single. Rob Denner
banged two singles.

Manzi worked out of trouble in the
second inning, then again in the third

when he rallied with
two strikeouts. Short-
stop Kluckas con-
verted all five plays
into putouts. Shady
Lane made several
fine defensive plays
led by Herbert who
sparked four putouts,
including a double
play at home. Cerchio
snagged a sharp liner
in the third and made
a shoelace catch in
the fourth.

“I really enjoy play-
ing in this league,”
said Cerchio. “It’s
great to play in your
home town. All the
guys here have pro-
fessional careers and
when two teams show
up to play the soft-

ball, they play as hard as they can in
the way it’s supposed to be played.”

The Hunters scored three runs in
the top of the first. Mike Ewing laid
down a bunt single. Frank Cuccaro
walked and Stogner smoked a two-
run double. Kamins followed with
an RBI sacrifice to center.

Hunter added a run in the fourth.
Kamins and Kluckas singled and Matt
Smith lashed an RBI single, but Shady
Lane answered with a run. Denner
glided to first on an infield miscue,
Cerchio thumped a single and Herbert
lined an RBI single.

Seven Hunters ripped up the plate
in the fifth. Joe Penczak singled,
Ewing hammered a double to center
and Bilcher sacrificed to right, scor-
ing Pencsak. Cuccaro triggered an
RBI single. Stogner singled and
Kamins crushed a three-run blast to
remote right.

“He (Betau) simply threw it fast,
right down the middle and I hit it. It
was as simple as that,” said Kamins.
“I didn’t think it was a home run. I
thought maybe a single, but it just
kept on going and when it got in
between the outfielders, I realized it
was for real.”

Wein whacked a triple to right and
scorched home plate on Kluckas’
RBI single. Smith singled, Paul
Ewing reached on an error and Manzi
looped an RBI single over second.

Shady Lane shadowed the plate
three times in the seventh. Denner
chopped a single, Cerchio powered a
double and Mike Forte singled.
Herbert smoked a bases loaded RBI
single and Betau tapped a two-run
bunt single. The final out was lobbed
toward shallow left, where the fleet-
footed Ewing tracked it down.

“It feels great! When it comes to
our team pulling together we always
rise to the occasion behind Manzi,”
said Hunter team captain Ewing.
“We’re always jelling, we all pull
together and we hit from top to bot-
tom. We’re a dynasty!”

Shady Lane team captain John
Cholankeril noted, “It was a great
and very successful season. You
couldn’t ask for anything more. This
is the first time ever this team played
it’s way into the finals. If someone
would of told me before the season
that we would be in the finals, I
would not of believed it, so, I’m
happy as heck.”
Hunter 300 170 0 11
Shady Lane 000 100 3 4

KAMINS WHACKS WINNING 3-RUN HOMER IN FIFTH

Hunters’ 7-Run 5th Finishes
Shady Lane, 11-4, in Game 2

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

August 27, 2003

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

That Temple Emanu-El has made application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the
Town of Westfield seeking preliminary and final site plan approval and related variances for
the demolition of an existing dwelling and the construction of a parking lot and related
improvements for the existing temple.  The properties involved in this application are located
at 750, 752 and 756 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey and are identified as Block
3501, Lots 9, 10 and 11 on the official tax maps of the Town of Westfield.  The property is
located in the RS-12 zone district.

The application includes a request for relief from several requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance, as follows:

1. Maximum coverage by Improvements.  18.08D requires that the coverage by
improvements not exceed 50% of the lot area.  The proposed coverage by all
improvement is approximately 70% of the lot area.

2. Minimum number of parking spaces.  17.02C.3.a requires that houses of worship
provide off-street parking at the rate of one space for each 3 fixed seats, or for each 90
square feet of floor area, that could reasonably be in use at one time in the foreseeable
future, as determined by the Board.   Although information has not been provided
concerning the number of fixed seats in use at one time, the zoning schedule on the
plans indicates that based upon floor area requirements, 330 spaces are required.
Only 170 spaces are proposed.

3. Access to parking spaces.  17.05 requires that access aisles be provided adjacent
to parking spaces and that such aisles be unobstructed at all times.  Seven parking
spaces, to be used by employees, are proposed in a “stacked” arrangement in the
southwest corner of the property, whereby other parked cars will block access to such
spaces.

4. Maximum illumination level at property line.  17.10C prohibits illumination from
parking areas that exceeds 0.3 footcandle, measured at the abutting residential
property line.  The proposed parking area lighting results in an illumination level of is
approximately 0.8 footcandle at the rear lot line of adjacent Lot 8.

5. Minimum height of screen plantings.  17.11B and 10.20D.3 require that screen
plantings be at least 5 feet high at the time of installation.  Most of the proposed screen
plants are only 2 to 2 1/2 feet high.

6. Pedestrian access.  17.12 requires that paved pedestrian walkways be provided as
necessary to insure safe pedestrian circulation throughout parking areas and into
buildings entrances.  No pedestrian walks are proposed to serve the new parking area.

7. Locking manhole covers and inlet grates.  10.09E requires that manholes and inlet
grates be equipped with locking devices.  No locking devices are proposed.

8. Yard location of shed.  13.02B.1 requires that sheds be located only in the rear yard.
The existing shed is proposed to be relocated in the side yard of the temple property.

The applicant also seeks approval of any and all other relief not indicated above that may
be determined necessary during the course of the public hearings.  Public hearings have
been ordered, have commenced and will continue on September 18, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Council Meeting Room of the Town Hall, located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at which time you may appear and participate in the hearing in accordance with
the rules of the Board.  If the matter is not concluded on that date, additional public hearing
dates may be ordered and scheduled.  This notice is sent to you on behalf of the applicant
by order of the Board.

Information, maps, plans and the application are available for your inspection in the Public
Works Building, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and may be reviewed
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369

Westfield, New Jersey  07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800

Attorneys for Applicant, Temple Emanu-El
1 T - 9/4/03, The Leader Fee: $113.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

Take notice that application has been
made to DIVISION OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL of SCOTCH PLAINS,
NEW JERSEY to transfer to YAMFI INC.
trading as STAGE HOUSE for premises
located at 336 PARK AVENUE, SCOTCH
PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076 the PLE-
NARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE
#2016-33-008-003 heretofore issued to
JOHN FERRARA, trading as STAGE
HOUSE INN for the premises located at
366 PARK AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS,
NEW JERSEY 07076.

The person(s) who will hold an interest in
this license is/are (1) MORITZ
DAVIDESKO, 40 ROYDEN ROAD,
TENAFLY, NEW JERSEY 07670 and (2)
ESTHER DAVIDESKO, 40 ROYDEN
ROAD, TENAFLY, NEW JERSEY 07670.

Objections, if any, should be made imme-
diately in writing to: BARBARA RIEPE,
TOWNSHIP CLERK, TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS MUNICIPAL BUILD-
ING, 430 PARK AVENUE, SCOTCH
PLAINS NEW JERSEY 07076.

MORITZ DAVIDESKO & ESTHER
DAVIDESKO

40 ROYDEN ROAD
TENAFLY, NEW JERSEY 07670

2 T - 8/28 &
9/4/03, The Times Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

TAKE NOTICE that application has been
made to the Borough of Fanwood, County of
Union, State of New Jersey to transfer to
Flannery’s Inc., A New Jersey Corporation
the Plenary Retail Consumption License
Number 2005-33-004-003 heretofore issued
to Chris-Don Inc., A New Jersey Corpora-
tion trading as Rocco’s Tavern for premises
located at 189-193 Terrill Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey 07023.

The names and addresses of all Mem-
bers holding more than a 10% membership
interest in the Corporation are as follows:

1. Craig Currie, 14 Wedgewood Way,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076; 2. Sean
Flannery, 440 Kimball Turn, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090; 3. Daniell Lynch, 440 Kimball
Turn, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Objections, if any, should he made imme-
diately in writing to Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
for the Borough of Fanwood at Fanwood
Borough, Union County, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023-1397.

Name and Address of Transferee
Flannery’s Inc.

14 Wedgewood Way
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

1 T - 9/4
& 9/11/03, The Times Fee: $52.02

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHAMPIONSHIP FORM…Veteran pitcher Al Manzi led Hunter to its
third consecutive Fanwood Old Men’s Softball League championship.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
A PITCHER AND A BLASTER…St.
Ed pitcher Anthony Radice blasted
two singles and a long fly to rightfield
that was dropped against St. Blaise.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CREATING A CLOUD OF DUST…Blaiser Mark DeFrancesco stirs up a cloud
of dust as he skids into second base. St. Ed shortstop Ed Marchelitis, left,
watches the throw to third.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2002

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015

Newly Listed . . .Welcome to this prestigious 5 bedroom, 3½ bath home which
abounds with carm and warmth, elegant decor and gracikous well proportioned
rooms.  The entry opens to the cordial living room w/wood burning fireplace,
cove molding and gleaming hardwood floors.  The archway leades to the formal
dining room w/2 corner cupboards, large walk-in bay with under window
cabinets, cove molding, chari rial and French doors to the new family room
addition  with access to the wrap around deck and rear grounds.  The newer
kitchen boasts of granite counters, top-of-the-line appliances, wood floor,
recessed lighting, and separate, quaint breadkfast room.  The second floor offers
guest room w/private new bath, master bedroom w/new full bath and ample
closets, three addtional bedrooms and new bath.  This wonderful home is a
definite “must see” for your most discerning buyer.  $950,000

Enchanting 12 rm, 5 bedroom, 3½ bath home in the heart of Wychwood.  Custom
cherry kitchen w/shaker style cabinets in open formal dining room.  Large family
room w/many library style shelving & cozy den that leads to patio, deck, and screened
porch.  Master bedroom w/sitting/dressing room, window seats, ample closets &
bath w/top-of-the-line fixtures & Rainhead shower.  Custom New England cedar
fencing, paver drive & walk, & extensive landscaping.  Chosen 3 times for national
commercials & NYC flower shop brochure!  WSF2691  $925,000

Unique 5 bedroom, 2½ Victorian mini-estate on a charming tree lined street.
Manicured lawns, beautiful perennial beds and gracious shade trees offer you an
invitation to explore this impeccably maintained home and backyard hide-away w/
deck, patio, large grassy area and lap pool.  The enclosed wrap porch w/heat and
CAC acts as a foyer and family room.  The living room and dining room have high
ceilings and finished red oak floors.  The eat-in kitchen melds form & function,
well designed & equipped.  Master suite has 2 walk-in closets, newer full bath.  This
is a home to enjoy.   WSFxxxx  $819,000

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, Sept. 7, 1-4 PM
755 Winyah Avenue, Westfield

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, Sept. 7, 1-4 PM
884 Winyah Avenue, Westfield

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, Sept. 7, 1-4 PM
526 Lenox Avenue, Westfield

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Walk to school, town and transportation from this older,
charming Colonial.  Five bedrooms and 2 baths.  Newer
eat-in kitchen with Cherry cabinets, 237’ deep lot,
formal living room. Large dining room with bay.
Enclosed 22’x8’ porch.  Gas heat.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Lucille K. Roll
Broker-Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award Gold: ‘97-‘98
Direct Line: (908) 233-5555 x117
Cell Phone: (908) 347-0888
E-mail: edandluroll@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

Offered at $454,900

420 First Street, Westfield
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don Doerr.
“Jan has a year under his belt now.

He’s doing very well,” said Tranchina.
“Jan breaks tackles. He runs hard. He
has great hands. He is a very physical
kid.”

With his quickness and speed along
with his passing ability, Cocozziello
adds another dimension. “We’re go-
ing to do whatever we have to do to
move the ball. We know we can do
both. It makes it tougher to defend
us. We are not one dimensional,”
promised Tranchina.

Senior halfback Tyshon Blackmon
“is great out of the backfield,” com-
mented Tranchina. “We have some

big backs. Blackmon packs a wal-
lop!”

Senior Bart Walsh will fill the full-
back position “He’s had a good pre-
season,” mentioned Tranchina.

Other running backs will be jun-
iors Marc Dowling and Tom
DelDuca. Seniors Dan Clark and
Jared Allman will share the wide
receiver spot and junior Brian Power
will play tight end.

“It’s a good group of kids,” said
Tranchina.

Defensively, Glasco and senior
Giuseppe Insinga will head the down
linemen. Cocozziello, Blackmon
(safety), DelDuca and Clark will be
in the backfield and Dowling, Everett
Donaldson, Brian Bigelow, Kevin
MacDonald and Powell (outside line-
backer) will fill the linebacker slots.

“I’m hoping that our defense is as
good as I think it might be. I think the
key word this year is very physical.
The kids love to hit, attack and go to
the ball.”

With the graduation of Lessner,
the kicking game has been placed on
the feet of Insinga and junior Paul
Goldweitz.

“That’s something that we never
had a loss for was kickers but this
year we had tryouts. Field goals and
extra points are so critical,” Tranchina
noted. “Goldwietz has good poten-
tial for kicking extra points and field
goals and Insinga has been kicking
off and punting.”

Summing up, Tranchina said, “I
think we are a better team than last
year but then just about everybody
we play will be better than last year.
Scotch Plains will be better. They are
big physical kids again, they have
great speed and Steve (Ciccotelli)
does a great job over there.”

Westfield will host Randolph on
Saturday, September 13 at 1 p.m. and
Cranford on September 20. On Sep-
tember 26, Westfield will travel to
Scotch Plains for a 3 p.m. appoint-
ment.

“I guarantee you everyone of those
first three games will go down to the
last minute,” said Tranchina. “It will
be a real test. It comes down to
attitude and who wants to win more.”

Blue Devil Grid Men Present
Bigger, More Physical Team

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

BARNES CRACKS 2-RUN HR FOR 4000TH CAREER HIT

Elizabeth Sheriff Manhandles
Westfield PD 1, 12-6, in Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Elizabeth Sheriff 1 softball
team showed up at Memorial Field in
Westfield with weapons ready and,
after the smoke from the gunfire
diminished, prevailed, 12-6, over
Westfield Police 1 in the semifinals
of the Union County Police League
championship on August 27.

With guns a blazing, the Sheriffs
triggered 20 rounds. Kenny Barnes
singled twice and pumped a two-run
homer in the sixth. Bill Sharkey
cracked three hits and scored two
RBI, Ernie Schmidt rapped a couple
of singles and added four RBI. Bobby
Smith and Jerry Green contributed
with three hits.

“After your last article, the guys
got a little pumped up, because we
knew that it usually comes down to
the Sheriffs Department and
Westfield in the championship,” said
team captain Green. “You could see
the intensity of the game was really
high. It was just that we were able to
put the ball in places were they
weren’t. Barnes, our seasoned vet hit
for number 4,000 on that last single.
Barney Tracy knows that Kenny
doesn’t swing at the first pitch. He
surprised him and took the ball deep.”

Except for Jim McCullough,
Westfield Blue clearly forgot to check
their ammo belts, as they ran out
after firing just 11 rounds.
McCullough packed some high cali-
ber with solo home runs in the first
and third innings. Dave Martinez
banged two doubles. Barney Tracy,
Ed Belford, Dave Wyman and Mike
Smalls provided two rounds each.

“I give you three answers. Offense,
offense, offense,” said Westfield team
captain Frank Padovano. “It didn’t
show up today. Usually we put 21
runs on the board, today, we put up
six. Defensively, we have an awe-
some team and everyone is bound to
make errors. We made a few today
and they were noticeable because we
didn’t have our runs up there.”

The most impressive Sheriff field-
ing plays came from first baseman
Ernie Schmidt who hooked up with
catcher Charlie Schmidt on a force at
the plate. Then on the next play, he
dove and crawled to the pad for a
huge out. Mike Powers made a great
putout on a relay from centerfielder
Pat Grady.

Despite Westfield committing four
costly errors, Belford was excellent
at shortstop converting several leap-
ing snags in the air and on the ground
for outs, including a desperate but
successful throw to first baseman
Wayman for a double play. Smalls
made several critical snags in
rightfield, including a relay to Belford
at second for a pickoff.

The Sheriffs plated a run in the
first on an RBI by E. Schmidt, and
added a run in the second when
Warner doubled and scored on an
RBI single by Sharky. Three more
Sheriffs scuffed home in the top of
the third. Smith and Green led off
with singles and E. Schmidt cracked
a two-run single. Grady then singled
and Sharkey whistled a RBI single
by second.

Down, 5-3, Westfield answered
with two runs in the third.
McCullough struck with his second

solo shot. Martinez doubled and
Wyman whacked an RBI single.

The Sheriffs scored a run in the
fifth on two miscues and added five
runs in the sixth. Charlie Schmidt
singled and Barnes hammered a two-
run homer. Smith and Green both
singled and Powers doubled them
home. E. Schmidt added an RBI
single, making the score 11-5.

The chant of, “We’re still alive
here; just like last time,” fell on deaf
ears as Westfield manufactured just
one run in the sixth when Wayman
and Smalls singled and Padovano
ripped an RBI single.

Sheriff Green singled and scored
in the seventh on Powers’ RBI double.

“It was a great season,” concluded
Padovano. “These guys come in and
out every year. These guys are great.
They play hard and I wouldn’t ask
for a better team. Sometimes you
win some, other times you lose some.
Today, we lost.”
Sheriff 1 113 015 1 12
Westfield 302 001 0 6

“With Kyle as running back, we
are very confident in him,” said
Ciccotelli. “Boff! Our fullback’s first
priority is to block, next, to catch the
ball, then next, to run. He is capable
of doing that, so we have confidence
in him. He’s a two-year starter. As an
inside linebacker, I think he is one of
the best in the county, if not in the
state.”

Additional offensive support will
be junior back Lakiem Lockery, who
also handled kickoff returns and punt
returns and senior receiver/defensive
safety Rob Maroney.

What really kept the Raiders in all
the games, however, was their “Wild
Dogs” defense that held a lot of
teams under 100-yards rushing last
year. Now, the Raiders, although
somewhat sizable, do present mobil-
ity in their down line with senior
Karis and junior Marc Fabiano.

“We are not huge, but we are not
small. For example, our right tackle
(junior Justin Evans) goes 255, Mark
Gianacci, who played center last year,
is at least 215, Karis is about 230 and
left tackle is up for grabs right now,”
said Ciccotelli.

Maroney at safety, “seems to be

doing a great job there,” added
Ciccotelli.

Bachi, Boff and senior Ted Sensor
(LB or line) are set as linebackers.
Junior Leroy Anglin may play defen-
sive end and Baker will occupy the
corner, but some positions are still
yet to be determined.

Junior Mike Baumwoll will handle
the kicking duties. “He has been
very, very pleasant. He has kicked
several 37-yard field goals in prac-
tice,” Ciccotelli revealed.

The Raiders host Newark East Side
on Saturday, September 13 at 1 p.m.,
Shabazz on Saturday, September 20
and Westfield on Friday, September
26 at 3 p.m.

As to his outlook for the season,
Ciccotelli answered, “I can’t predict
the future. All we can handle is what
we do day by day. I told the kids that
each day when we leave the practice
field, we better be a better football
team. That’s what we can control. I
think it’s going to be a very competi-
tive year with all the teams we play.
We want to win the conference. We
want to go to states and win the state
championship. But to do that, we
have to go one step at a time.”

SP-F Raider Grid Men Plan
To Take One Step at a Time

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DARING DIVE AT FIRST…Westfield PD1 player Mike Smalls defies the tag
intimidating Sheriff 1 first baseman Ernie Schmidt. Despite a 12-6 setback in the
semifinal game of the Union County Police Playoffs at Memorial Park in
Westfield on August 27, Westfield 1 had a great season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
“KILLER B’S AND K”…Pictured, left to right, Raider football Quad-Cap-
tains, Kyle Baker, Travis Boff, Charlie Bachi and Tim Karis plan to stir up
plenty of action this season on the turf.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL GRID CO-CAPTAINS…Montell Glasco, left, and Jan Cocozziello
have been selected Co-Captains of the Blue Devil football team and plan to have
another very successful season.

Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500

www.westfieldrealtynj.comService State Licensed Appraiser

CHERRY BLOSSOM ESTATES 

 NEW CUL DE SAC Construction is about to begin on Scotch Plains’ newest

neighborhood. Six new homes to be built in this exclusive new
subdivision. This magnificent home features oversized family room
with fireplace, formal dining room, custom kitchen with separate
dinette, master suite with volume ceiling and much more $722,900.
Choose from builder’s plans or bring your own priced from $699,900.

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA 

WESTFIELD   New homes priced from  $599,900 
WESTFIELD   New six bedroom colonial  $859,900 
WESTFIELD   Cul-de-sac w/6 homes from  $969,900 
WESTFIELD   2 new homes .4 acre lots from $999,900 
SCOTCH PLAINS  New cul-de-sac w/6 homes  $699,900 
SOUTH PLAINFIELD Only one left of eight new homes $459,000  

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage 

needs Call ERA Mortgage
 at 888-421-3813

 16 Offices 
Throughout New Jersey

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

BRIDGEWATER $590,000 FANWOOD     $349,000 FANWOOD $404,900

PLAINFIELD $384,900

UNION $299,000

SCOTCH PLAINS     $364,500 SCOTCH PLAINS $524,000

WESTFIELD     $659,000 WESTFIELD $639,000

Related families may enjoy living in this completely updated
13 room Colonial w/separate apartment.  There’s a new, heated
pool, fenced backyard on an oversized lot.  Also includes 3-
zone heat and cooling.

A sprawling yard and abundance of living space enhance this delightful
5 Bedroom, 2 full bath Cape Cod.  Hardwood floors, natural wood
molding and copious windows fill many rooms with charm.  An updated
Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room and Dining Room complement a
marvelous, deep backyard with deck, patio and above ground pool.

Welcome home!  This spacious home offers an adaptable floor
plan - well maintained with 4 Bedrooms and 2 full baths.
Wonderful location and convenient to everything.

Artistically crafted Colonial in the historic Van Wych Brooks
district offers 10 rooms and includes 6 Bedrooms, 2.2 baths,
Eat-In Kitchen with pantry, pocket doors, Formal Dining Room
with 2 built-in china cabinets with beautiful lead glass doors,
Master Bedroom with walk in bay and full bath with walk-in
closet, 4 fireplaces, Living Room with walk in bay.

Re-create the past in this warm and welcoming 4 Bedroom Colonial.
The cheery entry hall, spacious Living Room and Formal Dining Room
make this an ideal home.

Spacious home offers 3 Bedroom suites, Living Room with
built-ins, Formal Dining Room, sunny den, huge 1st floor
master Bedroom with full bath and separate entrance, Eat-In
Kitchen, great backyard with heated Anthony in-ground pool
and spa, deck, fence and exterior lighting.

Pristine Colonial with updates galore!!!  Gorgeous Eat-In
Kitchen, ceramic baths, Formal Dining Room, first floor den
and hardwood floors, deck with hot tub overlooking private,
fenced yard, newer roof, hot water heater, vinyl siding and
more.

Charming 6 Bedroom Victorian with open front porch and turret, 175’
deep lot includes many updates.  Must be seen!

This fabulous 4 Bedroom, 3.5 bath flat Ranch home sits on a
professionally landscaped lot in the Indian Forest section of
town.  It features a step-down Living Room, Formal Dining
Room, Family Room and Recreation Room, 2 fireplaces and a
large Eat-In Kitchen with cabinets galore.
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Golf Professional Describes
Hitting Around Trouble Spots

By MICHAEL KIERNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everyone hooks and slices the golf
ball. Can you do this on purpose?
How many times are you stuck be-
hind a tree and would love to hit that
beautiful low hook onto the green? It
seems easy when you see it done on
television but many players have
trouble performing the shot. It is not
as hard as you think but there are a
few basics that must be learned.

First, let us learn how to hit the

hook. Your step up is very important
and aiming will be crucial. Aim well
to the right, giving yourself enough
of room so you do not hit the tree.
Next, aim the face of the club where
you want the golf ball to finish. This
could be the green or the fairway.

Now, swing the club the way your
body is aimed, to the right of the target.
The closed clubface will produce top-
spin, which hooks the golf ball. The
golf ball will fly lower than usual and
will run when it hits the ground.

Now, let us learn how to hit the
slice. To produce a slice, you need to
step up the opposite way. Aim well to
the left and remember to give your-
self enough room so you do not hit
the tree.

Next, aim the face of the club
where you want the golf ball to fin-
ish. Again, this could be the green or
the fairway. Swing the club the way
your body is aimed, to the left of the

Unintimidated St. Joes Jolt
St. Michael, 12-1, in Semis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

doubled and scored the lone run.
St. Mike pitcher Nick Barattucci

initiated a 1-6 (short)-3 (first) double
play and third baseman Al Antoine
made a nice snag of a line drive. St.
Joe first baseman Deegan grabbed a
liner and performed a well-coordi-
nated 3-1 (Betau
covering first)
putout. Cihanowyz
made a fine catch in
centerfield and
catcher Tom Maher
used his catlike re-
flexes to snare a
short pop up.

In the bottom of
the first inning,
Roth gave St. Joe a,
1-0, lead by ripping
a double and scor-
ing on Betau’s sac-
rifice fly to right. In
the second, Jonny
and Hobble each
singled and respec-
tively scored on
Cihanowyz’s sac fly
and Kennedy’s RBI
single to up the margin to 3-0.

In the fourth, St. Joe upped their
lead to 6-0. Nick DiNizo doubled to
left, Deegan drilled an RBI single to
right and Jonny launched his two-run
shot to deep center.

Dave Rothenberg, who had
doubled and scored a run in the game,
shouted, “Way to go! Way to go!

That was a key hit.”
Cihanowyz led off the fifth with a

single and Kennedy followed with
one of his own. Anthony Gianacci
yanked an RBI single to left to give
the Joes a 7-0 lead.

In the top of the sixth, Naldony
looped a double into
shallow left-center
then scored when
Tony Barattucci’s
grounder to third
was overthrown.

The roof caved in
on the Mikes when
the Joes plated five
more runs in the bot-
tom of the inning.
Maher singled,
Roth thumped his
RBI triple, Harry
Semple slapped an
RBI single and
Betau singled to
left. Rothenberg
reached on an error,
DiNizo lifted an
RBI sac fly, Deegan
singled and Hobble

bashed an RBI single.
Although Joe Romash and Weber

each singled in the seventh, St. Michael
failed to score.

“I’m not walking with my head
down. We got here,” stated Mike
man Jerry Rites with dignity.
St. Michael 000 001 0 1
St. Joseph 120 315 x 12

WTA Women Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

The final standings of the Westfield
Tennis Association Women’s Singles
Ladder concluding this season’s regu-
lar ladder play are listed below. Num-
bers in parentheses indicate many
matches played through Labor Day.
A few changes occurred during this
last reporting period in which 41
matches were played.

Play-offs begin immediately after
Labor Day and each round must be
completed within five days. The lad-
der coordinator will notify all play-
ers involved. Standings, Matches
Played, as well as playoff draw sheets
and completed rounds can be ac-
cessed on WTA’s website:
www.westfieldnj.com/wta
  1. JoAnn Purdy (10) 19. P. Wood (15)
  2. Meg Butler (10) 20. P. Brotman (14)
  3. Monica Morin (17) 21. B. Brenner (13)
  4. Sherri Bender (11) 22. D. Gelinne (11)
  5. Clara Karnish (16) 23. D. Barabas (11)
  6. Danielle Coleman (9)24. M. L. Wexler (12)
  7. Jean Power (11) 25. Charlotte Lee (13)
  8. Lisa Sottung (10) 26. Ellen Smith (10)
  9. Vollbrechthausen (15)27. L. Coleman (10)
10. Dianne Mroz (11) 28. N. Freundlich (15)
11. Evelyn Matino (14) 29. Liz Fischer (9)
12. Kathy O’Neill (9) 30. Julia Walker (9)
13. M. E. Whelan (15) 31. S. Antonelli (10)
14. Janet Cornell (11) 32. J. Velasco (6)
15. M. Perez-Santalla (12)33. Carol Healey (8)
16. Janice Honymar (8)34. Sam. North (3)
17. Tina Wasilewski (17) 35. A. Wilhelm (3)
18. Pat Page (10) 36. E. Mitchell (2)

HEADING TO NATIONALS…The Passaic/Essex County USTA 3.5 Women’s
team will soon be competing at the Women’s National Tennis Championship in
Tucson, Ariz. Pictured, left to right, are: front row: JoAnn Purdy, Karen Dorne
and Ellen McHenry; back row, Sandra Davis (Captain), Robin Blackburn,
Clara Karnish, Carol Valla, Lydia Masterson, Susan Zeigler, Arleen Severino
and Evelyn Alexander (Co-Captain). Missing from Photo are Michelle Shehadi,
Patti Conlin, Patti Sanford, Carolyn Daniels and Joan Dreyer.

Local Women’s Team to Compete
At Tennis National Championship

The Passaic/Essex County (P/EC)
USTA 3.5 Women’s team will be
playing to become the 2003 USA
League Tennis 3.5 Women’s National

Champions in Tucson, Arizona on
October 2-5. This season the team
has been unstoppable and unbeat-
able, plowing their way to win 19-
straight victories.

As a result, the team has taken
home four titles including the Passaic/
Essex County local championship,
the NJ District Championship, Re-
gional Championship and most re-
cently their first Sectional Champi-
onship in Syracuse, NY, the weekend
of August 8, 9 and 10 beating teams
from Long Island, Buffalo, Albany
and Manhattan.

P/EC will go to Tucson represent-
ing the Eastern Section to play against
teams from across the United States,
including the Caribbean, for the Na-
tional Championship title. This is
only the second time a NJ team has
made it to National Championships
since a 4.0 men’s team in 1992.

P/EC is comprised of 16 talented
singles and doubles players from the
local area – six who reside in
Westfield – whose spirit, drive, com-
mitment and dedication has been
unparalleled and will hopefully lead
to the ultimate victory in October.

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results

A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association
of Scotch Plains announced the
results of the 9 Hole 100% Handi-
cap tournament held August 26.

FLIGHT A:
Low gross: Charlene Szenyi and
Chris Haight 46
Low net: Szenyi and Haight 33
Third: Lennea Rhodes, Elsie
Blanchette and Alice Calahan 34

FLIGHT B:
Low gross: Jane Lausten 52
Low net: Lausten 30
Second: Gert Simons and Alice
Yorks 33

FLIGHT C:
Low gross: Nettie McGuire 53
Low net: McGuire 28
Second: Francie Gibbons and Dot
Rastelli 29
Low putts: Jean Peterson 12
Chip in: hole 3 – Rita Tierney,
hole 6 – Rose McKenna
Birdie: Haight – hole 6

WTA Men’s Masters
Tennis Ladder Told:

The regular season standings for the
WTA men’s masters are shown below.
Four players have the required eight
games to qualify for the playoffs.

Mike McGlynn defeated Don
Dohm 8-5 to take the No. 1 slot,
while Joe Donnolo defeated Irwin
Bernstein, 8-6, to take the No. 3
position. Bob Kolesik won the most
active award posting his 17th game.
He had posted an impressive victory
over Dohm in a tiebreaker before
losing to McGlynn in a tiebreaker.
Bernstein was runner-up for most
active with 14 games posted. Earlier,
Dohm topped Bernstein, 8-6, after
Irwin had defeated Kolesik.

Check out all results of the WTA
ladders, by checking the
www.westfieldnj.com/wta website.

1. Mike McGlynn (11)
2. Donald Dohm (8)
3. Joe Donnolo (6)
4. Irwin Bernstein (14)
5. Bob Kolesik (17)
6. Dewey Rainville (5)
7. Ernest Jacob (3)
8. Len Cerefice (1)

WTA Women Doubles
Tennis Ladder Told:

The last reporting period ended
September 1. Shown below are the
standings prior to playoffs. Playoffs
begin immediately.
  1. Bender/Abramowitz (8)
  2. Galasso/Perez-Santalla (13)
  3. Zoidis/Fraser (9)
  4. Morin/Vollbrechthausen (14)
  5. Purdy/Hewett (8)
  6. Sottung/Weisman (11)
  7. Day/Kacmarsky (10)
  8. Brotman/Jacobello (10)
  9. Goldberger/Wirtshafter (8)
10.Healey/Freundlich (8)
11.Anis/Nelson (8)
12.Antonelli/Walker (8)
13.Fleder/Black (7)
14.Mack/Pecker (3)

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
St. Mike’s Tony Barattucci

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Shackamaxon golf pro Michael Kierner

NJ Sports Pics, LLC (Jim O’Connor) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHASING DOWN THE RUNNER…Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football standout, Nathan Jones, No. 32, chases down the running back
in Rutgers opening season victory over the University at Buffalo.
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NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002   

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

 

 

 

 This unique historic Westfield treasure has been extensively renovated and now stands 
renewed to meet the demands of today’s lifestyle.  It has been preserved with attention to the finest 
detail in all its essential character to maintain the elegance of yesteryear.  Rembrandt was 
completing his last paintings when this gem was built.  In Jersey City in 1664, Jan Andrianse Sip 
engaged Indians to help him build this manor home using native stone held together with clay and 
straw along with timbers from the farm on which it was set.  It was the center of social life in old 
Bergen and its gambrel roof has sheltered many distinguished historical characters.  Six generations 
of Sips were born here and nine generations have owned  and lived in the Sip Manor.  Even with all 
of its ancient glamour, there is a simplicity about it.   

THE SIP MANOR 

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Just Listed in Indian Forest!!!
Brimming with fine architectural details and charm, this 5

bedroom, 3½ bath Colonial located in one of Westfield’s most

desirable neighborhoods is perfectly designed for gracious

entertaining.  The entrance foyer opens to an elegantly

appointed living room with eye catching window seat and

wood burning fireplace, formal dining room, warm and inviting

library/den and a generously sized country kitchen.  All of this

nestled on over ¾ acre of park-like grounds within walking

distance of schools and town.  Offered for $1,375,000.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE W.  •  908-233-0065

Cathy Splinter
Sales Associate

908-233-5508
cathy-splinter@burgdorff.com

See it all on the web in color . . .
�����������	�
��

target. The open clubface will pro-
duce cut spin, which slices the golf
ball.

The golf ball will fly higher than
usual and will not run as much as the
hook. You may need to hit a long club
to compensate for the loss in dis-
tance. You may find that you hit one
of these shots better than the other.
Use that shot to your advantage and
practice the other until you are com-
fortable performing the shot.

Michael Kierner is the Head Teach-

ing Professional at Shackamaxon
Golf & Country Club. For informa-
tion about lessons, please call (908)
233-3989.
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Scotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch Plains
Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events

Free Maracas Special Event:
Spanish for Children and Parents,
presents STORYTIME.  Thursday
September 4 at Scotch Hills from 7
to 7:45 p.m.  To  register, call (908)
447-8447.

Youth Basketball Leagues (3rd-
8th): This is a separate instruc-
tional league for boys and girls.
The leagues will be determined by
the registrations.  No requests for
team placement will be honored.
Games and practices will be sched-
uled in township school facilities.
Volunteer Coaches needed.  Regis-
tration: August 25 through Sep-
tember 12 and the fee is $40.

Create a Page! (ages 6-any):
This kids introductory class will
focus on Halloween/Fall Harvest
themes.  Organize your pictures
(bring 10-20 of your own photos
relating to this theme or summer
2003 pictures if possible) and cre-
ate a page for your album.   Held on
Saturday, October 4 from 10 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at Scotch Hills. The
fee is $20 per person.  Register by
September 26.

 Mother/Daughter Create a
Page: Create a page from your per-
sonal lives.  Bring 10-20 photos of
your own and learn to create a beau-
tiful everlasting treasure.  Held on
Saturday, October. 11 from 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at Scotch Hills. The fee is
$20 per pair.  Register by October 3.

 Conquer the Chaos: No more
“Mom I forgot my lunch.” Or
Dad, I have to be at practice in five
minutes!”  Imagine a day when
everything runs smoothly and ev-
eryone in the family can find what
they need when they need it!  It
can happen!  Bring your kids and
join Jamie Novak, a long time
professional Organizer for this one
night, entertaining and interac-
tive workshop.  Jamie has been a
recurring guest on CN8, WCTC,
and News 12.

Date: Thursday, September 18
Site: Scotch Hills Country
Clun from 7 to 8:30 p.m.        The
fee is $20.

Create-A-Page  (adults): Class
will focus on Halloween/Fall Har-
vest themes.  Organize your pictures
(bring 10-20 of your own photos
relating to this theme or similar events
if possible) and create a page for
your album.   Held on Saturday,
October 18 at Scotch Hills from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Fee $20  per person.
Register by October 11.

Photo Album Power Layout:
This session focuses on organiz-
ing a stack of pictures and intro-
ducing Power Layout to complete
an album in a day.  Includes all
supplies.  Held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 25 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Scotch Hills.  The fee is $50.
Register by October 17.

Screenings Are Slated to Detect
Stroke, Vascular Disease Risks

Unity Yoga Is Celebrating
Its Second Anniversary

WESTFIELD – Unity Yoga, lo-
cated in Westfield, is celebrating its
second anniversary in September. In
September of 2001, Cynthia Mathis
founded Unity Yoga to bring classes
in yoga to the Westfield community.
Starting with six classes, the sched-
ule now offers 12 classes per week –
mornings and evenings, weekdays
and Saturdays.

Level one classes are offered for
people new to yoga. This class is also
great for stress reduction: combining
breath work with gentle stretching.
Level two focuses on more advanced
positions with an emphasis on in-
creasing strength and flexibility with
breath awareness.

Class size is limited to 14 people,
so the teacher is aware of each
student’s needs and possible limita-
tions. Positions are modified through
the use of yoga props so that the
students can participate to the fullest
of their ability.

Unity Yoga offers Sunday evening
workshops from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The fee is $20. On Sunday, Septem-
ber 21 strong abs will be the focus.
Strong abs are necessary for good
posture and for back support. Other
upcoming focuses include partners
yoga on September 28 and women’s
health on October 19.

Weight loss programs and yoga are
an ideal blend. Yoga is something that
anyone can do regardless of age, body
type or fitness level. Yoga is a safe
method for energizing, strengthening
and toning every system of your body.

The next seven week session of
classes begins the week on Monday,
September 8. Classes are 75 minutes
long. Missed classes can be made up
during the session and drop-ins are
available.

For more information log on to
http://unityoga.home.att.net of call
(908) 233-9697 and ask about a free
introductory class.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Three pri-
mary health screenings to detect the
risk of stroke and vascular disease
will be offered on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 9, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Brighton
Gardens of Mountainside.

Sponsored by Life Line Screening
Radiology, a provider of health
screenings, and hosted by Brighton
Gardens of Mountainside, the tests
will include a Carotid Artery Screen-
ing Test, Abdominal Aortic Aneu-
rysm (AAA) Test and an Ankle Bra-
chial Index (ABI).

Additionally that day, Life Line
Screening will offer a bone density

screening for men and women, which
serves as a means of early detection
for osteoporosis.

Brighton Gardens is located at 1350
Route 22, West, in Mountainside.

Anyone interested in either the
vascular or osteoporosis screenings
must register at least 24 hours in
advance.

To schedule an appointment for
these tests, please call (800) 407-
4557. The screenings cost $45 each
(the osteoporosis screening is $35).
All four tests are available for $125.
Major credit cards will be accepted
at the time of telephone registration.

Congratulations!

Weichert
The sign of neighborhood knowledge at work for you.

®

For purchase prices up to $403,375 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 5.25% with 3 points, A.P.R. 5.575%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $552.20.  For purchase prices from $403,375 to $840,000, the monthly payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 5.5% with 3 points on a “Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 5.788%.
An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $2838.95. Figures herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condominium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of May 1, 2003, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in
NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.   Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.                                                                                                      For Your Benefit, Consider A Career In Real Estate. • Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

weichert.com

Real Estate

Tip #2
Save time and effort:  Map this 

weekend's Open House route online.

Everyone always needs more time on the weekend to get
everything done, but here's a simple tip to save time.  To
see more Open Houses in one afternoon, visit weichert.com
and click on Open Houses.  After selecting the homes you
want to visit, you can print out a map that logically routes
you from house to house, from whatever starting point you
choose.  How's that for convenient!

Visit weichert.com or call your local Weichert
Associate, your neighborhood specialist.

Westfield Office  185 Elm Street  /  Westfield, NJ 07090  /  908-654-7777

BUY FOR $1,997 BUY FOR $3,389

BUY FOR $1,784 BUY FOR $2,088BUY FOR $2,158 BUY FOR $2,041

Mountainside: Custom 12RM home-Updated
Kit, Fpl, 3 car gar, huge inground pool + much
more!!!  $850,000  (052008976)

Westfield: Recently expanded Colonial.  3BR,
2BTH, New CAC, fenced yard w/above ground
pool & shed.  $459,000 (052009056)

Scotch Plains: Exp. Ranch on over 3/4 acre.
5BR, 3.5BTH, 1st FL. Laundry RM, 2 Rec RMS,
abundant storage, refinished HWD FLRS.
$779,000  (052009057)

Cranford: Beautiful Updated Split Level-3BR,
1.5BTH, Deck off FamRM w/Skylights, LR w/
FP, plus much more.  $410,000  (052008946)

Cranford: 4/5BRM, 3.5BTH Colonial near
schools.  Suitable for M/D or Home/Office.
$495,900  (052008837)

Westfield: Fabulous 4BR, 2BTH split on quiet
Street.  Many updates incl. KIT, BTH, FIN
BSMNT, vinyl siding, roof, windows, deck, and
much more!  Must see!  $469,000  (052000new)

Scotch Plains: Charming, updated Ranch w/
3BR, 2c gar, Deck, State of the Art Kit, 1/2 acre.
$480,000 (052009035)

ROBERT DEL RUSSO

NANCY KRONHEIMER

Top Producer
Month of August

Weichert Million Dollar Sales /
Marketed Club

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club
1986-96

100 Marketed Club

Top Lister
Month of August

Weichert Million Dollar Sales /
Marketed Club

Move Right In!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Dennis Devine
Sales Associate

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Cell Phone: (908) 447-8966
devinerealestate@yahoo.com

Hard to find inWestfield
Looking for property?  Come and enjoy the large family room and deck

that overlook this deep and serene yard.  Located on a beautiful and

quiet street with many upgrades that include kitchen bathroom, central

air and more.  WSF2537  Offered for $529,000.

“Jason”

AREA – People for Animals will
sponsor pet adoption events on Sat-
urday and Sunday, September 6 and
7. Cats and kittens will be available
from noon until 4 p.m. at the
PETsMART store in the Watchung
Square Mall on Route 22 and in

Bridgewater’s Promenade Mall, lo-
cated at the intersection of Routes 28
and 287.

Among the many pets for adoption
will be “Jason,” a white cat with gray
markings. Jason is seven months old,
neutered, tested negative to feline leu-
kemia and is current with his vaccina-
tions. He is described as playful, gentle
and one who loves other cats, although
a little shy around humans at first.

To adopt or for other information,
please call (908) 688-1073 and press
8 for cat adoption and 1 for dog
adoption to leave a message. Other
pets available for adoption may be
seen on the Internet at
www.pfa.petfinder.org.

For low cost spay/neuter informa-
tion, please call the People for Ani-
mals Clinic at (908) 964-6887. Spay/
neuter surgery costs range from $40
to $65 and include rabies and dis-
temper vaccinations.

People For Animals Posts
Weekend Adoption Events

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Welcome to 1430 Cushing Road

Tucked away, this private, cozy, impeccable storybook home with its cross-
pane windows, is nestled in what can best be described as its own enchanted
forest.  As well as being thoughtfully and professionally landscaped, this home
also offers a host of updated amenities, which not only bespeak of quality,
but are aesthetically pleasing as well.  Entertain in the large light-filled living
room, which benefits from the two large windows at either end, and gather
around the beautiful natural wood mantle with marble hearth and surround.
The custom kitchen, with its oak cabinetry, complemented by its own separate
pantry, boasts a Jenn Air range, Corian counters, tile backsplash and a ceramic
floor, a cook’s dream.  A first floor powder room, located off the kitchen, has
a vanity, tile floor and Corian counter.  In the family room, conveniently
adjacent to the kitchen, come sit in the bay window eating area and gaze out
at flawless scenery.  A raised hearth and brick fireplace further enhance the
room.  Uptairs, where there are two walk-in closets, one in the Master bedroom,
two light and airy bedrooms await, one with a charming alcove and very
ample storage and closet space.  The full bath, ceramic tiled, has a vanity as
well.  Exceptional surroundings, natural trim, a backyard patio, two car attached
garage, a new roof, 1999, new walkway, 2002 and Pella windwos make this
home truly a storybook jewel.  Offered for $479,000

LOLA REED
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-313-0109

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

Westfield, New Jersey

908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

NEW LISTING!

Cranford . . . Warm & charming, this handsome 3 bedroom, 2
full bath home boasts a 1st floor master bedroom suite with a
private bath.  The enormous kitchen will be a delight to those
who enjoy informal entertaining.  Set on a generous 75’x100’
lot, there’s plenty of potential for expansion or to just enjoy the
elbow room!  Presented at $319,900.  WSF2851

Don’t miss your opportunity to schedule a private
appointment.  Or visit my website:

www.NJTopHomes.com for a visual tour.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FAITH MARICIC
Sales Associate
Direct Line: (908) 301-2029

Westfield Office  •  209 Central Avenue  •  (908) 233-5555

faith.maricic@coldwellbanker.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Scouts’ Popcorn Sale
On Tap This Weekend
WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop

No. 77 of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield will hold its annual pop-
corn sale fundraiser this Saturday
and Sunday, September 6 and 7.

The scouts will sell Trails End
Popcorn from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both
days at Drug Fair of Westfield, lo-
cated at 260 North Avenue. Proceeds
will help support the troop, as well as
the Patriot’s Path Council.

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

12 New Jersey
Properties

Cranford
Magnificent Victorian home offers 11 
rooms, spectacular foyer, solarium, 5 
BRs, plus a MBR suite, 4.5 baths. Lush
acre property setting. 

Priced at $999,100

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

North Edison
Perfect for the "empty nester", luxury 
townhouse at The Woodlands features 3 
BRs, 2.2 baths, fin. basement, garage. 
Private location, next to Plainfield CC.

 Offered at $475,000

Scotch Plains
Wonderful buy! Well-maintained by 
original owners, 3 BR Split-level, 1.5 
baths, deep property has additional
garage for workshop/storage. 

Offered at $314,900

Scotch Plains
Move-in condition Colonial in business 
zone features 3 BRs with potential for a
4th BR/office, 1.5 baths. 

Must see at $237,000

LBI - For Sale - $649,000

Great For Extended Families or Friends
908-233-0125

                     Barnegat Light, Long Beach Island
                6 Bedroom, 6 Bath, 2-story Wrap-Around Decks
                    Reverse Living - Ocean & Lighthouse Views

3rd from Beach - Walk to Lighthouse-Town

FOR SALE

Beautiful antique oak kitchen table
and four chairs, circa. 1900.

Must see! $900.00.
Call (908) 351-2391

CHILDCARE

Baby sitter needed 3 days per
week in Westfield.

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(908) 928-9266

HELP WANTED

PT Legal Secretary for Scotch
Plains law firm. Good verbal/
comm. skills required/must be
proficient in Word 97 and Win 98
applications. Call (908) 789-8350
or fax resume to (908) 789-9925.

HELP WANTED

Echo Lake County Club located
on Springfield Ave. in Westfield,
NJ is seeking to hire professional
bartenders, waitstaff and bus
servers. Competitive wages, Full
and Part Time positions available.
Benefit packages. Experience
preferred but not necessary.

Please call (908) 232-4141

PT BABYSITTER WANTED

Work-at-home mom seeks P/T
sitter for 10-15 hrs/wkdays, pref.
mornings. Newborn experience
strongly preferred. College
students welcome. Must have
valid NJ driver’s license, strong
references.

Contact: (908) 654-9389
or kristenlc1@yahoo.com.

HOUSEKEEPER

PT person needed to drive
teenages, do homework, some
cooking. Excellent Salary. Must
hspeak English and have drivers
license. Call (908) 232-3403

CHILDCARE NEEDED

After school (3 kids, ages 5, 7 & 9)
2:30 - 5:30 p.m., plus holidays
etc. as needed. Franklin school
district. Must have car.

Call: (908) 313-2906

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$295.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541 PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HS Math, Chem, Physics
& SAT Prep.

by Certified Teacher.
W. Roth (732) 548-3706

Since 1968

TUTORING

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

OFFICE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Professional Office Space
950 sq. ft., 318 Elm Street

Call Keith Hertell
(908) 233-5522

SITUATION WANTED

Experienced Caregiver available
for elderly care, own car, refer-
ences, American license, PT/FT.
Call Tammy Rosenberg.
(908) 578-7080 or (908) 241-9122

HEBREW LESSONS

Hebrew lessons and tutoring for
children, beginners and advanced
adults by native Israeli. Michal

(908) 317-0516

HELP WANTED

Teacher, Fourth Grade. RARE
OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN
FACULTY at highly regarded,
small independent school in Short
Hills known for it’s innovative and
enriched curriculum. Current
teacher going on maternity leave
at December break for remainder
of school year. Possibility that
position will lead to full time
employment. Position to start mid
November to allow for smooth
transition. Qualities desired
include previous teaching
experience, strong liberal arts
backround, excellent writing and
mathematical abilities,
enthusiasm for intellectual inquiry,
creativity, resourcefulness and
ability to relate well to young
people. Interested applicants
should email or fax cover letter
and resume to Mary Wiener,
Director, Far Brook School at

mwiener@farbrook.org
fax (973) 379-8830

and/or phone (973) 379-3442

Westfield (week of August 25)
Wayland and Kim Beall to Joanne

and Ronald Neiswenter, 31 Fairhill
Road, $1,060,000.

Andrew and Pamela Federbusch
to Jeffrey and Sonya Moore, 367
Orenda Circle, $755,000.

Owen and Margaret Waltman to
Jeffrey and Shanon Deyerle, 819
Embree Crescent, $450,000.

Carol Vesey to Fernando and Lela
Tamayo, 910 North Avenue, West,
$278,000.

Sean and Pauline McGowen to
Robert and Hillary Magnanini, 539
Lawrence Avenue, $1,230,000.

Susan Schwartz to Ping Liu and
Tianying Jian, 49 Nomahegan Drive,
$470,000.

Kenneth and Ann Brown to Dr.
Steven Nehmer, 921 Pennsylvania
Avenue, $572,500.

Peter Garfield and Marian Pianko
to David and Melissa Rogers, 1415
Boynton Avenue, $439,900.

Denise Hodes to Frank and Mar-
garet Han, 1317 Summit Avenue,
$395,00.

Craig and Julie Billings to Joseph
and Christine Rinaldi, Jr., 400 Otisco
Drive, $545,000.

Louise and Daniel Celebucki to
Robert Rancitelli, 62 Cottage Place,
$340,000.

Christina and Joseph Rinaldi, Jr.
to David Orgel and Terry Kuflik, 54
Moss Avenue, $449,000.

Westfield Area AARP Chapter
To Meet September 8 In Clark

Recent Home
Sales

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
will hold its first general meeting after
summer vacation on Monday, Septem-
ber 8, at the American Legion Post No.
328 building in Clark.

The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m. A brief business
meeting will start at 1:30 p.m. After-
ward, guest speaker Charles T.
Filippone will discuss “Learning to
Aid and Comfort Those Aching Bones.”

 Mr. Filippone, a licensed Physical
Therapist and Orthopedic Certified
Specialist, will explain the important
features of physical therapy, osteoporo-
sis, sports medicine and appropriate
exercises for the older person.

Members are asked to bring dona-
tions of canned and boxed grocery items
for the Food Bank in Westfield, to ben-
efit homeless and needy individuals.

Trips and Tours Co-Chairwoman
Marie Stauder will be taking reserva-
tions for a trip to Stroudsburg, Pa. from
Tuesday through Thursday, November
18 to 20, to see the annual Christmas
play at the new Millennium Theater
and “Christmas 2003” at the American
Music Theater, plus many other attrac-
tions in the Amish countryside.

The cost is $291 for double accom-

modations and $351 for single. Details
will be available at the general meeting
or they may be obtained by calling
Mrs. Stauder at (908) 889-6769.

The AARP chapter will sponsor a 55
Alive Driving Course on Tuesday and
Wednesday, October 7 and 8, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. It will take place in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Individuals who complete the course
will receive a certificate for a 5 percent
reduction on the major portion of his or
her car insurance. For further informa-
tion, please call Bill Lemke at (908)
232-5818.

Cannonball House
To be Open to Public
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn

Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open to visitors on Sunday, September
7 from 2 to 4 p.m.

The display of hand painted Victo-
rian Porcelain and China will continue.

Costumed docents will be available
to give tours of the circa 1760 salt box
farm house and surrounding gardens.

There is no admission fee.

Caregivers to Gather
Monday at St. Helen’s
WESTFIELD – Persons caring for

elderly or chronically ill loved ones are
invited to attend a support group meet-
ing on Monday, September 8, at 8 p.m.
in the Parish Center of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church on Lamberts
Mill Road in Westfield.

Support group meetings are held on
the first non-holiday Monday of each
month. They are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, please
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1867.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker /Sales Associate
Top Producer: 1st Quarter 2003
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2002
Gold Level: 1999-2002

Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

Westfield Office  •  209 Central Avenue  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Scotch Plains $14,000,000
Ponderosa Farm, a private compound featuring a stately 6-bedroom, 4.2 bath expanded Geor-
gian Colonial, brings old world elegance to a desirable and proximate suburban location.  The 2-
story Corinthian columned entrance exemplifies the feeling of grandeur that rings throughout.
Its rolling 22 acres and paturelike setting are a rarity found within commutable distance from
NYC.  Fine wood crafstmanship, eight fireplaces, a private first-floor wing, four-car garage, pool,
covered veranda, tennis court, and a gazebo are only a few of the many amenities that adorn this
stunning property.  Call Frank D. Isoldi for a tour today!  WSF2540

Donomy Glen, Scotch Plains
Needle Point Homes, a premier builder of the highest caliber is preparing to work with one
purchaser to customize this magnificent new home.  This home includes 5 Bedrooms, 4 and a
half Baths, three fireplaces, Library, gourmet Kitchen, 900+ sf Master Bedroom Suite, Maid’s
Quarters, and an attached 3-car Garage.  Coffered ceilings, elegant moldings, bay windows,
walk-in closets and rich paneling grace every corner of this home, nestled on 1.6 acres on a
private lane in a quiet desirable neighborhood.  WSF2730

$1,595,000

Mountainside $1,450,000
Where mission style meets modern- this stunning contemporary sits on a level hilltop, completely
remodeled with exceptional quality natural materials.  This home features 5 Bedrooms, four full
and one half Bathrooms, vaulted ceilings, and technological updates throughout.  Situated on
nearly an acre of newly landscaped property.  Large, airy rooms adorn its innovative and open floor
plan - a must see.  WSF2393
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DANCING AT THE GYM…Riff (Todd Kubrak) and Graziella
(Eileen Cole) were swinging and swaying in WYACT’s sum-
mer production of West Side Story.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

OOOOOpen Rangepen Rangepen Rangepen Rangepen Range: B: B: B: B: Backackackackack
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Chances are Kevin Costner’s
Open Range is for you, pardner, if
you like cowboy movies, enjoy a
good character study or two, in-
cluding an endearing paean to
friendship, if your sense of romance
dictates that true love can blossom
under the most trying of circum-
stances and you have a particular
fondness for evocative cinematog-
raphy, specifically of the vanish-
ing west, and being socially con-
scious, appreciate a movie with
metaphoric value.

Directing himself as former gun-
slinger Charley Waite, aided and
abetted by Robert Duvall as Boss
Spearman, his cowboy mentor,
Costner asks us to return with him
to the past. But you wonder: “Will
this be the self-indulgent Costner?
After all, that could be such a lone-
some trail. Or, will this be the
wonderfully effusive, acceptably
schmaltzy Costner?”

The methodically woven tale,
adapted from Lauran Paine’s novel
by Craig Storper, starts off slowly.
There is attention to detail, spe-
cifically as regards the filigree of
relationships. Costner wants us to
know that cowboys were just
people. So cowboys banter and
chide, even if it has no immediate
effect on the plot.

The dramatic payoff comes when
harm befalls any of those charac-
ters that have been made human to
us. The realistic portrayal, man-
aged without excising any of the
mythic qualities that make west-
erns so enchanting, is a cross be-
tween Clint Eastwood’s
Unforgiven, but without the extra-
strength moralisms, and Robert
Altman’s McCabe and Mrs. Miller,
but without the desperate natural-
ism.

All told, it eventually turns into
quite a ride, capped off by an ac-
tion-packed finale the likes of
which we haven’t seen since any of
the dozen or so versions of “Gun-
fight at the OK Corral.” But this is
far more brutal. While it probably
only takes up about 15 taut minutes
of celluloid, the superbly choreo-
graphed fight scene reminds of the
advice that screenwriting professor
Robert McKee (Brian Cox) gives a
distraught Charlie Kaufman
(Nicolas Cage) in Adaptation:
“Wow them in the end.” That it
does.

We are introduced to Boss
Spearman and his younger side-
kick, Charley Waite. During a rain-
storm that confines them and their
two helpers, Mose (Abraham
Benrubi) and Button (Diego Luna),
under a lean-to for 24 hours, a few
of their horses abscond in fright. In
tight quarters, Costner etches the
interrelationships.

When the sun arrives, Duvall’s
cattleman stoically sets after and
then returns with the equines. Upon

witnessing this, Costner’s Charley
both installs a sense of pageantry
and ennobles his partner’s thus es-
tablished character by enthusiasti-
cally remarking: “Boy, ain’t no
one can cowboy like Boss
Spearman.” We need no more proof.

Charley’s character isn’t so quick
to develop. And that’s just the point.
He’s the pivotal one. Sure, Boss
has a past, as well as a real first
name. But we suspect his resume
isn’t quite as dark as the one Char-
ley hasn’t chosen to divulge up
until now. Naturally, since this is
how plots usually work, that’s all
about to change.

Push comes to shove in the form
of a range war, but not the more
traditional sort we’ve come to
know, between the sodbusters and
the cattlemen. Instead, we are made
privy to a gray area of land owner-
ship and jurisprudence that once
existed. For as the title of Open
Range intimates, here it’s the
emerging cattle barons versus the
dwindling free grazers.

Nasty Denton Baxter, portrayed
convincingly by Michael Gambon,
represents the former. Our guys
are the latter. An interesting little
conundrum is presented.

For obvious dramatic reasons,
the two sides are hardly weighted
evenly. Not only is Baxter a mean
cuss who probably came by his
land and fortune by evil means, but
also a foreigner with an accent.
Because he has the cowardly Sher-
iff Poole (James Russo) in his
pocket, how he makes a sham of
democracy and due process ren-
ders him even more distasteful.
What we probably find most re-
sentful is what his example bodes.

One suspects wise old Boss knew
this day was coming. Representing
the soul of the emerging nation,
the cowpoke might even be able to
reconcile the reality of it all. But
also true to that soul, he won’t be
pushed around. There is a flame in
Boss that simply can’t be extin-
guished — his sense of right and
wrong. It is an identifying resolve.
It says he will survive. You see, he
just has to because democracy is
the last, and most important, bas-
tion of the dream. Otherwise, it is
all for nothing.

So in Open Range, when Baxter
begins his bullying, it’s no wonder
that Boss and Charley have no re-
course but to fight the good fight.
Which, when combined with a sur-
prisingly effective love story in-
volving Annette Bening, leaves us
moviegoing tenderfoots no choice
but to throw our 10-gallon hats up
in the air with approval and yelp,
“Yippee-i-o-ki-ay.”

*  *  *  *  *
Open Range, rated R, is a Touch-

stone Pictures release directed by
Kevin Costner and stars Robert
Duvall, Kevin Costner and Annette
Bening. Running time: 145 min-
utes.

WESTFIELD – The 13th season of
professional classes in the performing
arts has been revealed by Cynthia
Meryl, Broadway performer and Ar-
tistic Director of the Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative The-
atre (WYACT) and stage
director of this summer’s
production of West Side
Story at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center and
the Algonquin Arts The-
atre.

The Union County Edu-
cational Services Commis-
sion and Superintendent Ed
Hartnett has made it pos-
sible for WYACT to con-
tinue offering acting, mu-
sical theatre and dance
classes at Centennial High
School, 728 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Registration will be held
in the school’s gymnasium
from Monday to Wednes-
day, September 8 to 10,
from 4 to 8 p.m.

WYACT’s Beginners, In-
termediate, and Advanced
Acting classes concentrate
on improvisation, charac-
ter development and scene
study. Three levels of Mu-
sical Theatre focus on song
selection and interpreta-
tion, ensemble work, voice
and musical theatre movement.

Meryl, a professional actress in the
New York and national theatre arena
for over 25 years, will oversee all
classes and instruct Advanced Acting,
all Musical Theatre Classes and pri-
vate voice.

New additions to the WYACT facil-
ity include Radio City Rockette
Michelle Tolson, who has been danc-
ing for 19 years and teaching for 13
years. She will teach Tap and Funk, a
combination of hip-hop and jazz.

When she is not performing at Ra-
dio City Music Hall, she teaches the
Rockette Experience in New York and
across the country, judges dance com-
petitions and is an adjunct professor in
the musical theater department at

Wagner College in Staten Island.
She also coaches young women in

the Miss New York, Miss New Hamp-
shire and Miss Massachusetts pageant
system for Miss America. Tolson is a

pageant winner and was crowned Miss
New Hampshire in 1996 and com-
peted in the Miss America Pageant in
Atlantic City.

Actress, singer and pianist Blair
Brown will teach Beginners I & II
Acting and will be Musical Director of
the Musical Theatre classes.

Brown began studying music and
piano at an early age and drama and
musical theatre with Meryl at 11. That
year, she played an original composi-
tion at Carnegie Hall before compos-
ing a musical score for WYACT’s first
full production, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, in which she played
“Philostrate.” She also played “Terry”
in WYACT’s production of Stage Door
at the Union County Arts Center.

SSSSSoggy Eoggy Eoggy Eoggy Eoggy End of Snd of Snd of Snd of Snd of Summerummerummerummerummer
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s a rainy Labor Day and I sit
here at my computer contemplat-
ing the universe. My dog is soak-
ing wet after his morn-
ing walk and he just
jumped up on the
couch, muddy paws
and all. I swear he was
smiling as he nimbly
leapt onto my Wizard
of Oz blanket, spiting
me, as if I had ordered
the inclement holiday
weather.

I live a block from
the beach and I can
smell the ocean as the
breeze wafts into my
window. The usual
rowdy kids in their con-
vertibles on the way to
Sandy Hook are absent
from my street today. I’m sure that
countless holiday travelers are curs-
ing Mother Nature right now, but I
find it rather nice.

While the end of summer doesn’t
officially happen until the fourth
week of September, Labor Day has
always signified the end of beach
season. And I say hooray.

I have sat in traffic on my way
home from the city on a Friday
evening for nearly two hours. I have
waited for over an hour for a table at
a waterside restaurant that isn’t that
spectacular. My electric bill doubled
in the months of July and August.
And all because it is summertime.

Don’t get me wrong. I love sum-
mer. I’m a self-proclaimed mer-
maid and if I couldn’t at least glimpse
a bit of the water everyday, I’m sure
that I would shrivel up and die. But
there is still something so wonder-
ful about the end of this season.

While autumn in fact signifies
the slowing down of life, trees lose
their leaves, it gets colder and the
days grow shorter, I actually view
autumn as a sign of renewal. I think
of the thrill of the first day of
school. Going off to college for the
first time. New shoes.

My nephew, Tyler, is starting
fifth grade next week and his

excitement is contagious. He
can’t wait to see who will
be in his class. He is par-

ticularly optimistic that
his new teacher this year

is actually someone
who taught me third
grade, way, way back
when. He hopes that
she will cut him some
slack because she
knew his aunt. I told
him not to count on it.

Tyler’s enthusiasm
made me start to think
about all of the things
that I have to look for-
ward to. True, I am not
going back to school,
praise the Lord, but there
are many, many wonder-
ful things that the chang-

ing of the seasons will bring me.
My dog will no longer come

home from a hike in the hills cov-
ered with ticks. My electric bill
will stabilize allowing me to buy
more shoes. The new fall line-up
on television is exciting for all, but
for me, it also can indicate more
acting work.

I look forward to the smell of
wood burning in a fireplace on a
Sunday afternoon while grown men
scream and yell at the television,
chicken wings flying in every di-
rection. I can make baked ziti again!
If I gain a pound or two, I can hide
it with a big, fuzzy sweater. I am
sick of salads. I want some pasta.

I am so happy right now, sitting
here on this rainy holiday. I awoke
somewhat sad when I saw the
gloominess outside my window,
but my mood soon changed. It’s
not a bad day. It’s just a wet day.

The end of a season? Maybe. But
the start of a new one, as well. Life
continues on, whether we like it or
not. I think it is best to seek joy
wherever we can find it, whether it
is a sunny summer day or a crisp
October afternoon. It is, as they say,
all good.

A graduate of Montclair State Uni-
versity (MSU), Brown holds a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts Degree in Acting and
a minor in Musical Theatre. She re-
ceived the first Musical Theater Award

from MSU.
Having performed be-

side Kim Zimmer of CBS’
“Guiding Light,” and
Leslie Uggams, Brown has
been seen on stage and has
played the keyboard
throughout the state in
High Spirits, Master Class,
Nunsense, Fiddler On The
Roof, The Mystery of
Edwin Drood, An Empty
Plate In The Café Du
Grand Boeuf, Titanic, and
Bourgeois Gentleman.

Jonathon Ponder will
teach Stretch/Aerobics, a
class designed to stretch
the bodyline, strengthen
and tone the muscles, com-
bined with a low-impact
cardiovascular workout.

Ponder dances with the
Hudson Repertory Dance
Theatre (HRDT) and has
toured with HRDT in New
Jersey, Washington, Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, and
The Caribbean. Besides
his performances with
HRDT, he is currently
teaching West African, tap

and modern dance at the school to
children and adults. He is the first
recipient of the school’s Teacher of the
Year Award.

Dan Barris will share the Tap and
Funk responsibilities with Tolson. In
addition to teaching for WYACT and
judging dance and talent competitions
nationwide, he will host the New York
Dance Experience, a company de-
signed to send choreographers and
dance educators around the country,
providing all-day workshops to stu-
dents nationwide in the most current
styles of dance.

Barris’ students have performed and
studied with Ann Reinking, the late
Gregory Hines, the Alvin Ailey Com-
pany, the Joffrey Ballet and the
Governor’s School for the Arts.

Currently performing on tour in
South Africa, Kimani Fowlin, profes-
sional dancer and choreographer and
African Dance instructor at Rutgers,
will return to teach the Tuesday Hip-
Hop class.

Heather Bialiy, choreographer and
ballet instructor for the Performing
Arts Program at Somerset County Vo-
cational-Technical School, will teach
WYACT’s Jazz and Ballet classes.

Elaine Molinaro, director and pro-
fessor at the Mason Gross School of
the Arts, will teach Intermediate I Act-
ing.

Meryl stage-directed and, with her
husband, Ted Agress, WYACT Execu-
tive Director and Broadway veteran,
produced the troupe’s 27 productions,
including Carousel, Oliver!,
Brigadoon, Once On This Island, South
Pacific, A Midsummer Night’s Dream,
Crimes of the Heart, The Children’s
Hour, The Threepenny Opera, and The
Gay Divorce.

Meryl designs the WYACT classes
to prepare the young performer for
auditions and the professional stage.
She said that she would like to see
young performers develop the com-
mitment and discipline to learn an
artform well, whether it be in music,
dance, or drama; and in doing so, build
the confidence they need not only for
a career in theatre, but to face any
challenge in life.

For more information about
WYACT’s performing arts program
and registration, please call (908) 233-
3200 or e-mail wyact@erols.com.
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Trent Johnson
school college succession.
“I took off three years after high

school just to study the piano,” he
explained. “I studied religiously.”

People warned him he would never
go to college if he didn’t go right away.

“It was a tremendous time for me.
I showed myself to be responsible,”
he said.

Later, he proved his critics wrong
by graduating the Peabody Institute
of Johns Hopkins University and the
Julliard School.

An active organ recitalist, Johnson
has given recitals in major churches
in New York City, Washington, D.C.,
Baltimore, Boston and northern New
Jersey.

Recently, he was commissioned
by the Colonial Symphony in
Morristown to write a new work for
orchestra to be premiered in April
2004. It is a piece for viola and string
orchestra, and songs set to poetry of
Stephen Crane.

When not making music of some
sort, Johnson loves to scuba dive off
the New Jersey/New York coast.

“There are a number of shipwrecks
there that people don’t know about.
It’s simply fascinating,” he shared.

Fascinating is a word that could be
applied to this artist.

“The creative process is what al-
ways pushes me,” Johnson said of his
composing. “Although I appreciate
all kinds of music, serious music
speaks to me and that’s where my
talents lie.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains

resident Feather Foster has written
“Ladies: A Conjecture of Per-
sonalities,” a novel in which
first ladies tell their own sto-
ries in their own words and
styles.

Through dialogue-boxes, first
ladies like Martha Washington
and Mamie Eisenhower, con-
verse to each other across eter-
nity. The modern first ladies,
from Jacqueline Kennedy to
Hillary Clinton participate in
commentary.

“The old gals talk to the reader and
they talk amongst themselves,” said Fos-
ter. “They talk about their husbands, and
their children, and the White House, and
the times they lived in. And, of course,
politics.”

“It’s not just the stories of their
lives – it’s an opening into what they
were like as people. They were defi-
nitely not the “non-entities” that his-
tory usually calls them,” she said.

Foster has been an “amateur” presi-
dential historian for three decades. Fol-
lowing a career in advertising and hav-
ing written many children’s musical
shows, the author decided to draw on
her thousand-volume personal presi-
dential library and her love of history by
penning this book.

“Of course ‘Ladies…’ is a work of fic-
tion,” noted Foster. “After all, it is truly a

conjecture of their personalities. But, it is all
based on the facts of their lives, the lives of

their husbands and the times they
lived in.”

“Most biographies of first
ladies are dull,” she added,
“full of ‘almanac stuff.’ This
book livens things up, espe-
cially when the ladies cross
the centuries through eternity
to talk to each other.”

The 255-page book is pub-
lished by PublishAmerica of
Baltimore, Md. and retails for
$21.95. The volume is avail-

able at all major booksellers’ websites,
www.amazon.com, www.bn.com,
www.publishamerica.com or visit the
author’s web page,
w w w . a u t h o r s d e n . c o m /
featherschwartzfoster.
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she offered. A tweak here, an
Adobe Photoshop trick there, and,
voila! A once-revered image
might become open to perverse
interpretation.

Using technology, such as Elins
employs in his pixel painting
methods, he knows he is afforded
the opportunity to “be outrageous
more effectively.” While “outra-
geous” is surely an understate-
ment with respect to GQ’s as-
signment, Elins has built a rather
prestigious career manipulating
images to accompany the words
of an editor or journalist in a
bounty of notable media. And,
his illustration for GQ is not his
first lampoon of George W.

Emmy magazine procured
Elin’s illustration of Bush as a
paddle-toting fraternity brother,
George magazine paid Elins for
his picture of Bush and Al Gore
sparring, dressed like two little
boys with propeller-topped hats.
NBC’s cast of “Seinfeld” became
bobble-head dolls, Enron’s Ken
Lay was Pinocchio, and heavy-
weight and Minnesota Governor
Jessie Ventura turned into Chris-
topher Columbus for The New
York Times. These images Elins
used in all of these illustrations
were hardly scathing or so sacred
that Christianity might become
the sole butt of the jokes.

Did Elins go too far? To some
extent, by the tone of his voice
last week, I think he realized that
the use of certain images in his
illustrations could have conse-
quences. Before he left on vaca-
tion, those consequences began
to reverberate loudly, and have
been unrelenting as the Septem-
ber issue of the magazine, which
is as weighty as The Bible, sits on
newsstands. Because of these con-
sequences, GQ has endured inter-
views with “The Today Show’s”
Matt Lauer and countless others,
all the while not admitting full
responsibility for the illustration
that has offended many.

Sure, Elins could have said “no”
to the assignment. However, I
have deduced that he was just
doing the task he was given. While
I wouldn’t kill the messenger, I
would hope, in the future, the
artist considers what message he
is allowing his art to stand be-
hind.

“I feel bad if it offended people,”
Elins confessed with responsi-
bility in his voice.

As for GQ, we know Who will
have the final word.

The Arts & Entertainment section of The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood brings readers exclusive profiles about residents with

exceptional creative talent, critiques on productions by local theater groups,
reviews of concerts by area musicians, and art show coverage.  Every week,

editorial columns address the latest issues facing our community, which is rich in
culture, while mothers and young readers turn to the Book Nook column to

learn about literature to fill their libraries and expand their minds.  As a member
of our area’s creative community, your advertisements would be widely noticed

by a readership of tens of thousands both in print and on the Internet.

For Additional Information call:
The Westfield Leader & Times of Scotch Plains Advertising / Marketing Department

908-232-4407  •  or email sales@goleader.com / ae@goleader.com
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S. Allyn Schaeffer

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) will begin its fall season on
Wednesday, September 17, when
Fanwood’s renowned art-
ist S. Allyn Schaeffer pre-
sents a still life demon-
stration in pastels.

The event will follow
the organization’s 7:30
p.m. general meeting at
the Fanwood Community
Center on North Avenue
in Fanwood.

A lifetime member of
the Pastel Society of
America (PSA),
Schaeffer was awarded the title of
Master Pastellist in 1988. He is a
member of the Salmagundi Club and
Hudson Valley Art Association. He
has also been included in the Who’s
Who in American Art, 21st Edition.

Schaeffer’s artwork is included in
collections of Schering-Plough in
Madison, PSA in New York, New
Jersey Sports & Exposition Author-

ity in East Rutherford,
Monmouth Park and
Oceanport, as well as The
New Jersey Bell Telephone
Company in Newark.

His commissioned
works include his well-
known racing paintings at
Monmouth Park. Schaeffer
has exhibited from New
York to Florida, published
in many art magazines, and
locally taught painting and

anatomy figure drawing.
The public is encouraged to attend

the free demonstration, which is spon-
sored by the SPFAA.

For more information, please call
Thomas Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

CRANFORD – Local resi-
dent,  Robert Trevis, has
authored “Keep Your Hands Out
of My Pocket,” a book pub-
lished by iUniverse, Inc.

The book is designed to give
people the negotiation skills
they need to become expert

shoppers. Ac-
cording to
Trevis, it takes
simple, every-
day actions and
focuses them
into powerful
n e g o t i a t i o n
tools.

“Most people
fail to prepare themselves when
shopping for a car, for example,”
said Trevis, a Cranford resident.
“They go into expecting to get
the best deal by accident. These
same people wouldn’t consider
trying their favorite weekend
sport skills against a profes-
sional, and yet they go up against
the professional car dealers
without a clear idea on how to
get the best deal.”

Trevis holds a Master of Busi-
ness Administration in Manage-
ment for Managers of Technol-
ogy. He spent almost 25 years in
business working for both IBM
and in management for Siemens.

“Keep Your Hands…” was pub-
lished in July. The book is avail-
able through www.iUniverse.com
at $24.95 (hardcover) and $14.95
(paperback).
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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

With Michelle Le Poidevin
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An artist
stares at the pristine, white canvas.
A writer sits in front of the blank
computer screen in solitary con-
templation. What gives them inspi-
ration, impetus and drive to create?

For Trent Johnson, Director of
Music and Arts and organist at the

United Methodist Church of
Westfield, the creative process of
composing music is very personal.

“That process of creation is the
most stimulating aspect of produc-
ing music,” Johnson told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

“Composition has really gripped
me and I often find myself working
late into the night,” he said. “You
get an idea of what the movement
might be — a combination of hear-
ing things in your ear, seeing colors
for harmony, and knowing what the
instruments can or can’t do. Then
you put them together in your own
individual way.”

It sounds simple when Johnson
explains it. Maybe that’s because
he has been creating orchestral
pieces and works for various instru-
ments for well over 10 years. He has
written works for piano, organ, cho-
rus, string orchestra, chamber mu-
sic and orchestral music.

This Scotch Plains resident and a
2001 and 2002 recipient of Meet the
Composer Grants, admits to study-
ing orchestral scores for fun.

His most recent composition, a
Saxophone Quartet, will be pre-
miered at the Westfield church’s
Friday Night Concert Series 2003
in October.

Many people in Westfield know
Johnson in a slightly different
venue than that of composer. Hav-
ing served at the United Method-
ist Church for over 10 years, he is
known for his directorial work
with children and adult choirs,
ensembles and instrumentalists.
He oversees the Friday Night Con-
cert Series that he feels is an out-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MORE THAN MUSIC…A colleague has called him one of Westfield’s “Most
Eligible Bachelors,” but Scotch Plains resident Trent Johnson feels that being
a scuba diver, composer and music director just make him a regular guy.

reach ministry and “a gift to the
community.”

The scheduled concerts are free
and open to the public and offer a
wide range of musical tastes.

“Our congregation has diverse
taste, so our music reflects that.” He
refers specifically to the Sunday
services, concert series, as well as
the special musical presentations

which last year included
“Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors.”

“We could never do all of
the musical things we do
around this church if it weren’t
for the volunteers who make
it possible,” he said. “For ex-
ample, we couldn’t do our
Friday Night Concert Series
without Jack Panosh who is
our volunteer in charge of
PR.”

“Working here at this
church, there are so many
behind the scenes people. I
seem to get the credit, but it is
a church family effort,” he
said.

Johnson’s church job is
only a part of the musical
work he has undertaken for
the last 10 years in this town.
Simultaneously, he is Direc-
tor of the Oratorio Singers
and Orchestra in Westfield.
Although they meet in the
church’s choir room, the
group is an autonomous one

that raises its own funds to pay
the orchestra, which is made up
of members of the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra and
freelance instrumentalists.

The choir itself is composed of
many of the United Methodist
Church’s adult choir members, oth-
ers from the community who also
volunteer their time for the concert
they perform annually, and a few
paid soloists. The main focus is a
major concert in March, during
Lenten season.

“We’ve been performing for 20
years,” he said, although he has
been holding the baton for only half
of that time. He proudly displays
the massive group shots of 100 or
more choir members that adorn the
choir room.

“Lots of people come together
— it’s a collaborative effort be-
tween so many people with Sally
Girdon pulling it all together,” he
said. “She is tremendous to work
with.”

Johnson, the man, is just as in-
teresting as the composer, organ-
ist, and director. Raised as an
“Army Brat,” until he was 13, he
lived oversees while growing up,
specifically in Greece for a few
years, and all over the United
States. That’s when his family
settled down in the Baltimore area.
And that’s when Johnson first stud-
ied the piano.

“I really started music very
late,” he said, “but at age 15 I
knew I wanted to make music my
career,” he told The Leader/The
Times.

He didn’t have a typical high

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader/The Times
PIANO MAN…Composing for piano and
many other instruments is a passion for
Director of Music and Arts at the United
Methodist Church of Westfield, Trent
Johnson.
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“Brother,” Roseann Chester, pas-
tel, 11x14.

“From of Old,” Roseann Chester,
silver point and pastel, 15x19.
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By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A class trip to
The Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York City when she was 10
years old is still inspiring the art-
work of Edison resident and
Westfield Art Associa-
tion (WAA) member,
Roseanne Chester.

N o w a d a y s ,
however, it is her
artistic rendition
of a more recent
vacation that is
garnishing her
awards.

Chester won
H o n o r a b l e
Mention at this
year’s WAA
2003 SALON
Exhibition for
her colored pen-
cil creation, “Start
of Vacation.” The
piece is what
Chester calls a
“vacation por-
trait” and depicts
Chester’s hus-
band, Paul, her
brother, and a
friend on vacation in the Bahamas.

The self-taught artist began ex-
hibiting her work two years ago
after joining the WAA.

In addition to vacation scenes,
Chester also creates portraits of
people and animals. She works in
watercolors, mixed media, oil paint
and pastels when creating her art.

“I enjoy drawing more so than
painting. I love to work with col-
ored pencils because they blend so
well. They also work well as a base,”
she explained, adding that she some-
times she applies watercolors, pas-
tels or oil paint over the colored

pencil base.
Born in Pennsylvania, Chester

came to New Jersey as a child. She
was raised in Elizabeth, where she
applied the techniques learned in
her high school elective art classes

to creating her own artistic
style.

Chester’s studio is
a guest bedroom in
her husband’s
family home
where she and
Paul have lived
for 30 years.

Cur rent ly,
she is at work
on a pastel, sil-
ver point and
colored pencil
piece started a
while ago, and
inspired by a
tourist scene in

Ephesus, Turkey.
“I prefer to work

in the evenings,”
she said, not-
ing that she
finds this time
“easier to
paint.”

In addition
to art, Chester crochets blankets,
which she donates to agencies that
help underprivileged babies. She
also enjoys gardening.

Calling her fellow artist mem-
bers of the WAA “a wonderful
group,” Chester also credits her
artistic success to the emotional
support she receives of her friends
and family.

Although he is not an artist,
Chester’s husband attends all of the
WAA meetings.

“It’s really nice to have this type
of backing,” said Chester.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Town Book Store of
Westfield is back for the season
with authors for you to meet.
On Saturday, September 6, from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Lauren
Baratz-Logsted will promote
her new novel, “The Thin Pink
Line,” an outrageous comic tale
involving a single, non-preg-
nant woman. Then, from 2 to 4
p.m., meet Carrie Kitze, author
of the children’s book, “We See
the Moon.” It’s a great tool for
families who have adopted a
child. If you can’t come, call
and reserve a signed copy of
either. For more information,
call (908) 233-3535.

*  *  *  *  *
“Charlotte’s Butterfly Walk”

is a new garden at Summit’s
Reeves-Reed Arboretum, and it
officially opens on Saturday,
September 6, at 10 a.m. Learn
how to attract butterflies to your
own garden. That is, of course,
unless you have a cat, who, like
one of mine, likes to jump four
feet straight up into the air to try
to capture them. Also that day,
Monarch butterflies raised at the
arboretum will be tagged for
their migration to Mexico and
released into the new garden.
The happenings are free. For
more information, call (908)
273-8787.

*  *  *  *  *
The Jewish Community Cen-

ter of Middlesex County will hold
its annual Carnival at 1775 Oak
Tree Road, Edison. Take the kids
for rides, games, food, and more
fun than you can stand. It’s on
through Sunday, September 7,
and don’t even think about show-
ing up on Friday. For informa-
tion, call (732) 494-3232, exten-
sion no. 613.

*  *  *  *  *
You’ve gotta go to at least one

Italian Festival each year, and
why not Hoboken’s extreme Ital-
ian weekend? The wide variety
of entertainment begins tonight
with the Nerds (and more) and
ends on Sunday, the 7th. Friday
night’s soulful tributes to Barry
White and Aretha Franklin should
have you crooning, while Satur-
day is filled with pasta, religious
ceremonies, and fireworks. It
ends with a grape-stomp contest,
a raffle drawing, and even more
entertainment on Sunday. If
you’re driving there, remember
River Street is now Sinatra Drive.
See what I mean?

*  *  *  *  *
Belvidere’s 16th Annual Vic-

torian Days celebration will be
held on Saturday and Sunday,
September 6, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., and on the 7th, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Activities will
include house tours, garden par-
ties, live entertainment, antique,
craft and food vendors, the
Gentlemen’s Picnic Auction, La-
dies’ Teas, a vintage era baseball
game, antique/vintage car show,
vintage fashion shows, and Vic-
torian era demonstrations. You
will delight in strolling through a
quaint town that evokes memo-
ries of a bygone era. For direc-
tions, log onto http://
www.victorianbelvidere.com/
directions.htm.
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WESTFIELD – Student and
adult singers are invited to attend
rehearsals for the Westfield Glee
Club on Monday nights at 8 p.m.
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Rehearsals
will formally
resume on
September 15
to prepare for
winter con-
certs on Sat-
urday and
Sunday, December 13 and 14.

Female singers are invited to
join with current female mem-
bers in the tenor section.

Glee Club Director Thomas
Booth and Accompanist George
Lachenauer will introduce the
new winter program as the club
begins the 79th year of singing
with traditional, sacred and secu-
lar selections.

Some of the varied selec-
t ions wil l  be “Gloria In
Excelsis” by Vivaldi, “We’ve
Got Good News to Tell” by
Besig, “I Wonder As I Wander”
by Niles, and “Feliz Navidad”
by Feliciano/Leavitt.

For more information, please
call Dale Juntilla at (908) 232-
0673.

Chansonettes Chansonettes Chansonettes Chansonettes Chansonettes TTTTTellellellellell
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WESTFIELD – The

Chansonettes of Westfield will
begin rehearsal for the upcom-
ing fall season on Wednesday,
September 10, at 7:30 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

The theme for this holiday
season is “‘Tis the Season.”
Some of the program selections
will be “Who Was Born,”
“Lights of Hanukkah,” and “Pa-
rade of Wooden Soldiers.”

Women who enjoy singing are
invited to join by coming to the
rehearsal on September 10. Per-
formances are presented in the
fall for the holiday season, and
later in the spring.

Audiences consist of retire-
ment facilities, nursing homes,
clubs and organizations and
church groups. The ensemble is
under the direction of Jean
Schork, accompanied by Mel
Freda.

For more information or to
book a performance, please call
Jackie Costello at (908) 789-
5819 or Amy Herrington at (908)
317-5910.
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) has invited area
artists to participate in the “Art in
Westfield” Side-
walk Art Show and
Sale presented by the
WAA, and co-spon-
sored by the Down-
town Westfield Cor-
poration and the
Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The show will be held on Satur-
day, October 11, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., with an October 18 raindate,
on the sidewalks in downtown
Westfield.

Artists will display their original
fine art of paintings, sculpture, graph-
ics and photography in a wide range
of media including oil, watercolor,
pencil, stone, glass, metal, pen and
ink, acrylics and hand pulled prints.

Prizes over $1,500 will be awarded.
For a prospectus, call (908) 789-
9444, (908) 233 2021 or e-mail the
Westfield Art Association at
waa@westfieldnj.com.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens, Adults . . .
All Levels Welcome

FALL SESSION NOW FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

Continued on Page 17

Roseann Chester of Edison, above, is a multi-
media artist with multi-faceted interests.
Pictured, above, the Westfield Art Associa-
tion member shows off one of her pieces.

Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:
• Catching up with artists

Mary Paynter, and Peter and
Mary Hovanec.

• Pen & Ink continues.
• Paper Mill’s Misbehavin

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Michael Elins is an ordinary guy. There is no valid reason folks
should run at him with flaming torches because he superimposed
President George W. Bush’s head inside of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
image for GQ magazine. He was only doing his job and obeying a
directive from magazine executives who gave him the venerated image
and commissioned him to do what he does best – flawlessly convert
computer pixels into painted masterpieces.

Should the beef I have be with Elins, the suits at GQ or was I being
oversensitive? I certainly considered the article, “George W.’s Personal
Jesus” by Guy Lawson to be brilliantly written, well researched and
balanced. It was the image of Bush as Jesus that stuck in my craw. They
could have placed Jerry Falwell or the Pope’s head in there and I would still
have steam coming out of my ears. Handling the magazine page made my

fingers tingle with disgust, like when
I was forced to write a book report
on boa constrictors and had to use an
encyclopedia with a color photo of
the snake with its fangs seemingly
protruding from the page.

So, part of me wanted to hear
Elins try to wiggle himself out of
an imaginary paper bag, while the
artist in me struggled to under-
stand that he was just doing his job
– surviving as an artist – carrying
out an assignment. In other words,
don’t shoot the messenger.

“Yes, I did anticipate the back-
lash,” Elins told me in a phone
interview last Friday. He had just
returned from vacation and didn’t
want “to put his foot in his mouth.”
Before insisting that he must phone
the powers-that-be at GQ for per-
mission to agree to the interview, he
said he was “very open to speaking

with me” and believed strongly in the freedom of speech and expression.
When he phoned back, one-half hour after trying to contact the

magazine reps, which had flown the coop for the Labor Day weekend,
Elins had the courtesy to indulge my questions, which I posed as a
journalist seeking both sides of a story, and, later off the record as a
Roman Catholic insulted by his photo illustration.

“This was not a personal thing for me,” Elins informed when asked
if he hesitated when weighing the sacredness of the image. “When I’m
given an assignment, I do the best job that I can.” The artist added that
GQ proffered the Jesus image and “he went from there.” So, that
answered my question about why he didn’t opt for a different back-
ground or image to paint Bush as a religious figure.

Consider the playful barbing done in parodies and political cartoons,
Elins gently suggested. What was the difference between what he had
done with the Sacred Heart image and Bush, Jr.?

For this answer, I turned to my friend in Boston, who has been a
painter and craftsperson for several years. It is the weight of the image,
she said, that an artist must seriously consider before using it as a
backdrop. These days, artists use images like the Sacred Heart or other
“shells” and backgrounds as freely as clipart swiped off of the Internet,

WHERE THE BLAME LIES... Blame
the image-giver, not the image-maker?
Photo illustrator Michael Elins ex-
pected the backlash from the image
he generated for the September issue
of GQ magazine, pictured above.
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