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FULL CAMPAIGN COVERAGE BEGINS ON PAGE 10
REMEMBER TO VOTE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2003

Erratum
The photographs last week of

the Augustine dedication should
have been credited to Patrick
Connor. We regret the error.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Carved pumpkins by residents throughout the area
add to the festive season in preparation for ‘Trick or Treat.’

Voters to Choose
Candidates in WF

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With only five days to go before
Election Day, the Westfield Town
Council candidates will be doing
their last minute campaigning as they
vie for four-year terms in each of
Westfield’s four wards.

For the Democrats, Maureen Kehoe
Rothfelder is running in the First Ward,
David Owens in the Second Ward,
David Haas in the Third Ward and
Susan Jacobson in the Fourth Ward.

On the Republican ticket, Council-
man Peter Echausse is running in the
First Ward, Jo Ann Neylan in the
Second Ward, Mark Ciarrocca in the
Third Ward and James Foerst in the
Fourth Ward.

Councilman Echausse has been a
credit analyst for his entire career. He
spent the first 10 years of his working
life in public finance for Standard and
Poors and Merrill Lynch, where he
analyzed municipal bonds backed by
property taxes.

Councilman Echausse and his wife,
Colleen, have four children.

Ms. Rothfelder is an attorney in the
practice of Public Utility and Tele-
communications law with the firm of
Rothfelder Stern, L.L.C. in Westfield.

A member of the Unitarian Church
in Summit, she serves on the Children’s
Religious Education Committee and
the Safety Task Force there. She is also
an organizer of the benefit concert
series Second Saturdays Coffee House.

She and her husband, Martin, have
lived in Westfield for six years with
their three children.

Currently a stay-at-home mom, Mrs.
Neylan graduated from Brooklyn Law
School with a Juris Doctorate.

Mrs. Neylan served as a prosecu-
tor in Brooklyn, and has volunteered
as a Confraternity of Christian Doc-
trine teacher. She also works with
the Interfaith Council for the Home-
less and has served on the Westfield
Housing Commission.

Mr. Owens and his wife, Cathy,
have three sons. He is a trustee of the
Westfield Foundation and a volun-
teer with CONTACT We Care. Mr.
Owens is a public relations and cross-
cultural communications consultant.

Councilman Haas has lived in
Westfield for over 11 years. He earned
his graduate degree from the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley.

Councilman Haas is an engineer
working in development for an elec-
tronics manufacturer. Prior to being
on the council, he served six years on
the Board of Adjustment.

He has also volunteered as an assis-
tant coach and teaches Sunday school
at the Unitarian Church in Summit.

Councilman Haas and his wife,
Dana Stevens, have two children.

Mr. Ciarrocca is a lifelong resi-
dent of Westfield. He is a Principal in
the Union law firm of Ciarrocca and
Ciarrocca.

He is a member of the Board of
Trustees of the United Fund of
Westfield, a member of Westfield
UNICO, and a coach for Westfield
PAL Football, Westfield Wrestling,
and the Westfield Baseball League.

Mr. Ciarrocca earned his Juris Doc-
torate at Washington and Lee Uni-
versity School of Law. He and his
wife, Janet, have two children.

Councilwoman Jacobson is a 35-
year resident of Westfield and served
on the local school board for 12 years.
She and her husband, Ron, have two
children.

The candidate, who holds a degree
in accounting from Rutgers Univer-
sity, worked for the State of New
Jersey Department of Education from
1987 to 1992.

She is a member of the Boards of
Directors for the Westfield “Y” and the
United Fund, and is also Vice-President
of the Westfield Community Center.

A graduate of Seton Hall Univer-
sity and Seton Hall University School
of Law, Mr. Foerst and his wife,
Cara, have resided in Westfield since
1999. He is an attorney in Millburn.

Mr. Foerst serves as Chairman of
the Board of the Jaycees, while also
assisting with the Child Shield Pro-
gram. He also is a volunteer for
Habitat for Humanity and works with
the New Jersey Superior Court to
assist indigent and infirm seniors in
procuring appropriate medical care
and financial protection.

Three Westfield Residents Vie
For District 21 Senate Seat

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Three Westfield residents — Tho-
mas Kean, Jr., Frank McIntyre and
Teresa Migliore-DiMatteo — will vie
for a single Senate seat in the 21st
District this Tuesday, November 4,
while six candidates are in the run-
ning for two open assembly seats.

The candidates for the assembly are
Democrats Ellen Steinberg and
Norman Albert; Republicans Dr. Eric
Muñoz and Jon Bramnick, and Green
Party candidates George DeCarlo and
Ryan Reyes.

Senator Kean is the son of former
Governor Thomas Kean. He was first
elected to the assembly in 2001, and
was unanimously chosen by the Re-
publican Party to fill former State Sena-
tor Richard Bagger’s seat earlier this
year.

Senator Kean currently serves as the
Republican Deputy Whip. He and his
wife, Rhonda, have two daughters.

The senator earned his Bachelor of
Arts degree at Dartmouth College and
his Doctoral degree in International
Political Economy and International
Security Studies at the Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts Uni-
versity.

Mr. McIntyre is an attorney with the
law offices of Lane M. Ferdinand in
Springfield.

He and his wife, Carol, have three
children and are expecting a fourth.
Mr. McIntyre is a graduate of Provi-
dence College in Rhode Island and
received his Juris Doctorate from
Columbus Law School, Catholic
University in Washington, D.C., in
1991.

Green Party candidate Ms.
Migliore-DiMatteo is a teacher and
mental health professional.

The candidate is a Kappa Delta Pi
International Honor Society member,
a member of the New Jersey Educa-
tion Association and a member of the
New Jersey Counseling Association,
Executive Board.

She earned her Bachelor of Arts
degree from Rider University and her
master’s degree from Seton Hall Uni-
versity.

Assemblyman Bramnick is a
Westfield resident and an attorney with
a practice in Scotch Plains. He was
appointed to fill Senator Kean’s As-
sembly seat earlier this year. He and
his wife have two children.

The candidate served on the
Plainfield City Council before moving
to Westfield, where he currently serves
as Republican Municipal Chairman.

Dr. Muñoz is a trauma surgeon at
Newark’s University of Medicine and
Dentistry in New Jersey (UMDNJ).
He is a resident of Summit, where he

previously served on the City Coun-
cil. He and his wife have five children.

Mr. Albert, an attorney from
Cranford, earned his Juris Doctorate
from the University of Pennsylvania
Law School. He and his wife have
three children.

He served on the Cranford Town-
ship Committee from 1993 to 1995,
and as mayor in 1995.

Ms. Steinberg grew up in Hillside
and graduated from the University
of Michigan. She earned her law
degree from Seton Hall School of
Law, and has her own legal practice
in Union.

Ms. Steinberg ran unsuccessfully
for State Senate in 2001 against Rich-
ard Bagger.

Mr. DeCarlo is an office adminis-
trator who earned his Associate and
bachelor degrees from Thomas Edison
State College.

Mr. Reyes, the co-founder of the
New Jersey Lavender Greens, is cur-
rently employed as a barista. He earned
his bachelor’s degree from Excelsior
College.

MORE NEWS
The Union County Freeholder

article and the Westfield Police
Blotter can be found on Page 9.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
BOO-TIFUL COSTUMES...Pretty in pink, trick-or-treaters head down Elm Street to collect candy from local merchants
and to participate in the annual costume contest on Quimby Street.

Temple Parking Lot
Decision Postponed

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After nine hours of testimony heard
at the October 27 and 28 Board of
Adjustment meetings regarding a pro-
posed 163-space parking lot next to
Temple Emanu-El, a decision has been
postponed due to a time element.

According to Board of Adjustment
Chairman Vince Wilt, the two meet-
ings were supposed to conclude the
yearlong application and were to in-
clude testimony from witnesses called
by Attorney James Flynn, representing
U.N.I.T.E. (United Neighbors Investi-
gating Temple Expansion), and to give
the public a chance to address the board.
Instead, the meetings only contained
testimony from licensed professional
planner Michael Kauker, traffic engi-
neer, David Shropshire, six U.N.I.T.E.
members, one neighbor and one mem-
ber of the immediate neighborhood
who moved in 2000.

Professional planner Michael Kauker
testified that the temple had been
granted long-standing, non-conform-
ing use since 1964. He stated that even
if the applicant was granted relief from
all eight land use ordinances, as re-
quested, the temple is “never going to
meet the needs stated by the variance,
or the need from its members.” He
noted that, based upon the floor area
requirements, 330 spaces are required
by Westfield ordinance and only 170
spaces are proposed.

The temple’s application also re-
quests relief of variance requirements
including: maximum coverage by im-
provements, access to parking spaces,
maximum illumination level at the prop-
erty line, minimum height of screen
plantings, pedestrian access, locking
manhole covers and inlet grates and
the relocation of the temple’s shed.

U.N.I.T.E. member Elizabeth
Jacobello testified against the temple’s
proposed parking expansion plan, not-
ing that the temple already had ex-
panded their property numerous times
and cited examples of applications from
1964, 1966, 1967, 1986 and 1999.

She said that she had bought her
home in 1999, prior to when the temple
put in an application regarding the
second floor to the children’s school.
She testified that she was present at
the 1999 hearing regarding the second
floor and that the screening that was
promised to concerned neighbors
“took a substantial number of years to
obtain.”

Ms. Jacobello added that she was
concerned over the number of civic
events occuring at the temple and that

providing the additional parking will
encourage more. She noted that the
temple has stated that they have limited
civic events “to appease the neigh-
bors.” She added that if the parking
expansion is granted there will be “no
means to curtail events because the
temple will already have what they
wanted.”

U.N.I.T.E. member Mary O’Herron,
who was a resident of Wells Street
from 1961 to 1973, testified that she
had attended the 1964 expansion hear-
ing and noted some of the board’s con-
ditions of that expansion, including
screening issues, were not met until
1967. At that time,  she was not notified
by the temple of the proposed expan-
sion, she said, but read of their plans in
The Westfield Leader.

Two hours of testimony was heard
from U.N.I.T.E. member James Hay,
who has lived directly across from the
temple entrance on Jefferson Street for
over 30 years.  He testified that he
conducted a 90-day study of all the off-
street parking spaces available on
streets close to the temple including,
Linden, Jefferson, East Broad, Bradson,
North Chestnut, Stanley Oval, Canter-
bury, Kimball and Wychwood. He con-
cluded that on the “average day” there
were approximately 178 parking spaces
available to those needing to find off-
street parking to the temple.

Board of Adjustment member Reid
Edles asked Mr. Hay if he counted cars
in the lot when performing this survey
to which he answered “no.”

The attorney for the temple, John
Schmidt, objected to Mr. Hay’s testi-
mony stating that Mr. Hay “was not a
traffic expert.” Mr. Hay was then al-
lowed to address the members of the
board as a factual witness, presenting
only his findings as facts and was not
allowed to draw conclusions from them,
or elaborate on them.

At the conclusion of the October 28
meeting, Mr. Flynn, requested that he
have traffic expert David Shropshire
re-testify based on the findings of Mr.
Hay. Mr. Wilt reminded Mr. Flynn that
the evening’s proceedings were sup-
posed to conclude the application, but
noted that he can put in a request.

The next meeting for the continua-
tion of the proposed parking applica-
tion has not yet been determined.

Town Council Proposes Time Limit
For Public Comments at Meetings

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During Tuesday night’s pre-con-
ference meeting of the Westfield Town
Council, the council members  dis-
cussed the public comment portion of
the meeting.

Fourth Ward Democrat Councilman
Lawrence Goldman suggested that
Mayor Gregory McDermott asks re-
peat speakers if they have anything
new to say. Fourth Ward Democrat
Councilwoman Susan Jacobson sug-
gested that there be time limits.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
stated that the mayor can set reason-
able time limits on the speakers.

During the public portion of the
meeting, the council approved resolu-
tions to demolish homes at 229 Dela-
ware Street, 678 Willow Grove Road
and 1533 Rahway Avenue.

Councilwoman Jacobson voted
against the resolution for the home at
1533 Rahway Avenue. She stated that
although the town has no recourse, she
feels that the developer circumvented
the process by cutting down all the trees
prior to applying for demolition.

First Ward Republican Councilman
Peter Echausse stated that the Laws
and Rules committee will meet to-
night to discuss concerns with resi-
dential development in an attempt to
limit the height of structures and floor
area ratios.

The mayor stated that in his conver-
sations with other mayors, residential
over-development is one of the largest
problems.

Only four speakers came forward
at Tuesday’s meeting.

Barbara Zietchick spoke out against
the South Avenue redevelopment
parking deck project.

“We don’t need an ugly structure,”
she said.

Richard Fromkin, Westfield Interiors
owner, thanked the council for “taking a
stand” and addressing the need for more
parking. He did however say that he
thought the proposed structure is “a little
bigger than it needs to be.”

Mayor McDermott stated that there
is concern about the size of the struc-
ture and that the council will be nego-
tiating with the developer.

John Devitt of Highland Avenue

once again brought up the issue of a
non-binding referendum. He said that
if 10 percent of the voters from the last
election are petitioned, a referendum
could be brought.

Finally, Christine Povalac of Francis
Terrace asked for the council’s support in
talking to Union County regarding the
speed limit on Central Avenue. She would
like the speed limit lowered from 35
miles per hour to 25 miles per hour
through the residential neighborhood.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion to extend the Interlocal Agree-
ment with Scotch Plains. This agree-
ment is so that Westfield can take leaf
pick up from the north side of town
into Scotch Plains and Scotch Plains
can bring their leaves from the south
side to the Conservation Center. All
leaves are then taken to the County
facility for disposal.

Lastly, the council passed a resolu-
tion to authorize the mayor to execute
the Local 469 union contract with the
Department of Public Works.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Town Council will be on Wednesday,
November 5.
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James M. Foerst
Your Neighbor for
Town Council, 4th Ward

★ Commitment to Community

★ Traditional Westfield Values

★ Fiscal Responsibility

★ Proven Leader

www.jamesmfoerst.net

Want to know more?
Visit my Web site!

Mark Ciarrocca
Proven Leader for Town Council

★ Life-long Westfield Resident
★ Education Fund of Westfield,

Board of Directors

★ Westfield “Y” Board of Directors

★ United Fund, Board of Trustees

JoAnn Neylan
Ability We Want for Town Council

★ Former Assistant District
Attorney

★ Holy Trinity Church Volunteer

★ Westfield Housing Commission
2001-2002

★ Interfaith Church for the
Homeless Volunteer

Pete Echausse
Experience We Trust for Town Council 

★ Westfield Councilman,
2001– Present

★15-Years on Wall Street

★ Chairman, Laws & Rules Committee
★ Member, Westfield Library Board

1st Ward

2nd Ward

3rd Ward

ON NOVEMBER 4
VOTE REPUBLICAN

Paid for by Echausse for Council Committee, Michael Cash, Treasurer, 251 E. Dudley Avenue; Friends of Mark Ciarrocca for Council, Larry McDermott, Treasurer, 233 Connecticut
Street; Friends of JoAnn Neylan for Council, Teri Castelo, Treasurer, 535 Highland Avenue; and Foerst for Council, Priscilla Mann, Treasurer, 642 Downer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090




