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FULL CAMPAIGN COVERAGE BEGINS ON PAGE 10
REMEMBER TO VOTE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2003

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
BOROUGH CANDIDATES ON TV...Fanwood Borough candidates for mayor and council appeared on TV35 last Friday
evening to discuss the issues for the upcoming election on Tuesday, November 4. Mayor Louis Jung, Councilman David
Trumpp and Council President Joel Whitaker are seeking reelection. They are being opposed by Colleen Mahr for mayor,
with Jack Molenaar and Donna Dolce running for council. Pictured, left to right, are: Mayor Jung, moderator Fred Rossi
of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and Mrs. Mahr.

Erratum
The photographs last week of

Senator Corzine’s visit and of the
Augustine dedication should have
been credited to Patrick Connor.
We regret the error.

Patrick Connor for The Times
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Pumpkins carved by residents throughout the area
add to the festive season in preparation for “Trick or Treat.”

As Election Draws Near, District 22
Senate Race Stays Neck and Neck

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A campaign that six weeks ago was
not expected to generate much attention
was, instead, marked by a legal battle
that reached all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court, as Republican State
Senate candidate Martin Marks tried to
prevent Democrats in the 22nd Legisla-
tive District from replacing Senator Jo-
seph Suliga with Union County Free-
holder Nicholas Scutari on next
Tuesday’s ballot.

The GOP fought for much of this
month to keep Mr. Scutari off the ballot
after local Democrats on October 1
named him to replace Senator Suliga.
The incumbent withdrew from the race
on September 26 in the wake of an
incident in Atlantic City and after other
negative press reports were published
concerning his conduct elsewhere.

Despite Republican claims that the
ballot replacement was illegally made
after the statutory deadline for replacing
candidates had passed, Union County
Judge Edward Beglin, Jr. upheld the
switch. Subsequent appeals to an Ap-
pellate Court and the state Supreme
Court were also denied. Late last week,
U.S. Supreme Court Justice David
Souter denied Mr. Marks’ appeal.

In the meantime the two Senate con-
tenders, along with those of their State
Assembly running mates – Democrat
incumbents Linda Stender and Jerry
Green and Republican challengers

George Gore and Kevin Retcho – have
spent the past two months seeking the
support of voters in the 11 towns that
comprise the 22nd District: Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Clark, Dunellen,
Green Brook, Linden, Middlesex, North
Plainfield, Plainfield, Rahway and
Winfield.

Both parties have sent out a series of
mailings to voters in recent weeks, with
the Republicans pointing to, among other
things, Mr. Suliga’s last-minute with-
drawal, while labeling Mr. Scutari as
part of the Linden Democratic Party
machine. The GOP has also been tout-
ing property tax reform as one of its
signature issues.

Democrat campaign literature has
focused on introducing Mr. Scutari to
district voters and highlighting his record
as a Freeholder, as well as touting the
legislative experience of Mrs. Stender
and Mr. Green.

Mr. Scutari told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times he has spent what has
been for him “a compressed campaign”
talking to voters about several issues,
including the need for property tax re-
form; congestion and sprawl and what
the state can do in this regard, and public
safety matters, especially “what we can
do as a state to put more police on the
streets.” He touted some county initia-
tives that, he said, have provided “inex-
pensive ways” to put more officers out
on patrol, including hiring civilian dis-
patchers, which “take the police off the

phones and put them into squad cars.”
Mr. Scutari, a member of the Free-

holder Board since 1997, also would
like to require municipal courts to be
fitted with closed circuit video equip-
ment that would avoid having to trans-
port prisoners, using police manpower,
to routine court appearances.

Mr. Marks, who has been Mayor of
Scotch Plains since January 2000, said
he is “smelling a big upset victory” next
week. An internal poll last week showed
a statistical dead heat in the Senate race
and Mr. Marks picked up the endorse-
ment this week of The Courier News.

Stating that he is “in a position I never
thought I’d be in,” Mr. Marks said he
had initially become a candidate in the
predominantly Democratic 22nd Dis-
trict to talk about the need for property
tax reform.

Now, given the polls and the increased
attention the race has gotten from the
media and state Republican officials,
Mr. Marks said he sees himself having
“the distinct chance of pulling off one of
the biggest upsets” in a legislative race.

MORE NEWS
The Union County Freeholder

article and the Fanwood Historic
District Meeting article can be
found on Page 9.

District Test Results
Revealed by BOE

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The October regular meeting of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation began with a reception honoring
newly tenured teachers. A total of 28
teachers, as well as three administra-
tors, were recognized, representing the
district’s five elementary schools, two
middle schools and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

In other business, Dr. Margaret
Hayes, Assistant Superintendent for
Instruction, presented a report listing
the results of assessment tests done
within the district.

In the first grade, 94.6 percent of the
student body met expectations in math,
and 96.6 percent fulfilled standards in
reading. In second grade, 92.5 percent
met expectations in math, and 95.5
percent in reading. Fifth graders took
the Stanford Test, with the mean aver-
age being 71.9 percent in math, 66.4
percent in language, and 65.7 percent
in reading.

Eighty-eight percent of students were
at or above the 50th percentile nation-
ally. Sixth graders also took the Stanford
Test, with the mean average being 71.1
percent in math, 69.6 percent in read-
ing, and 63.1 percent in language.

The Otis-Lennon School Ability Test
(OLSAT) is an aptitude test, given in
grades two and five, that assesses rea-
soning abilities. Second graders had a
mean score of 63.7 percent in verbal
and 65.4 percent in non-verbal. The
mean scores for the fifth grade were
62.5 percent verbal and 66 percent in
non-verbal.

The New Jersey Assessment of Skills
and Knowledge (NJ ASK), which re-
placed the Elementary School Profi-
ciency Assessment (ESPA), was given
to fourth graders in the subjects of
math and language arts/literacy.

In math, 91.2 percent of the students
passed, with a breakdown in scores
explaining that 45.1 percent were par-
tially proficient, 46.1 percent were pro-
ficient, and 8.8 percent were advanced
proficient. In language arts/literacy,
97.3 percent of the students passed,
with 2.6 percent being partially profi-
cient, 88.4 percent proficient, and 8.9
percent advanced proficient.

Dr. Hayes said she is concerned about
the change in the percentage of stu-
dents that were advanced proficient
under both math and language arts/
literacy, and informed the board that
this matter will be examined.

Eighth graders taking the Grade Eight
Proficiency Assessment (GEPA) had
an increase of 8.5 percent passing the
math portion of the test since last year,

with 88.9 percent of students passing.
Ninety-six percent passed in language
arts/literacy, and 92.8 percent in sci-
ence.

Seventh graders now take the
TerraNova Multiple Assessment test,
which replaced the Stanford Test, and
is also given to ninth and 10th grade
students. The change was done for
seventh grade because the TerraNova
test is “more closely aligned to the
eighth grade GEPA,” stated Dr. Hayes,
adding that Park and Terrill Middle
Schools scored “above average.”

She reported that “overall perfor-
mance remains strong” for high school
students taking the High School Profi-
ciency Assessment (HSPA), with 88.5
percent passing in math and 96.3 per-
cent in language arts/literacy.

In his Facilities Report, Business
Administrator and Board Secretary An-
thony Del Sordi noted that construc-
tion projects at all schools are nearing
completion, and he has been “meeting
with the architects to try and bring
closure to all projects.”

The final occupancy and inspections
are now being performed. The elevator
at the high school “had deficiencies,
and they are working to rectify the
problems, and then the inspections will
be done,” he said. He explained that
“this is the most difficult phase of con-
struction,” due to getting all the inspec-
tions completed.

Regarding the parking problem at
SPFHS, Mr. Del Sordi said that a meet-
ing was held with Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks, and student representa-
tives were asked to compose recom-
mendations for solutions to the prob-
lem.

“The number of students bringing
cars to school exceeds the number of
parking spaces,” he stated, “and park-
ing on streets around the school has
been limited by permit parking.”

The district’s Director of the Depart-
ment of Special Services, Thomas
Beese, presented the Violence and Van-
dalism Annual Report for the 2002-
2003 school year. The report, made in
compliance with state law, told of a
“significant decrease” in incidents in
the past school year. Assaults, fights,
threats, damage to property, fireworks,
theft, weapons, and substance abuse,
including use, possession and distribu-
tion, were discussed in the report.

Mr. Beese reported, “Administration
will be in-serviced regarding consistency
in the way incidents are handled, includ-
ing definitions of incidents and proce-
dures.” They will also participate in fo-
cus groups, learning how to teach stu-
dents decision-making and refusal skills.

Scotch Plains Council Gives Green
Light to Handicapped Parking Fine

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday night, the Scotch Plains
Township Council approved an ordinance
that will boost the fines for illegally park-
ing a vehicle in a handicapped parking
space.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool ex-
plained that the state recently increased
the penalties and the local ordinance
brings the township into line with the
new state mandates.

Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
said the new fines are $250 for the first
offense and at least $250 plus 90 days of
community service for a second offense.
Existing handicapped parking signs will
soon have stickers placed on them to
reflect the new penalties.

The council also approved a capital
ordinance appropriating $225,000 for the
Field of Dreams ballfield renovation
project at Park Middle School. Bids for
the $825,000 project, which is being
funded by the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
governments, the joint school board and a
$300,000 Union County grant, have been
received, and Councilman Frank Rossi
said an award could be made soon. The
$225,000 appropriation approved Tues-
day night will fund  some additional work
associated with the project, including sta-
bilization of the stream that runs along the
northern border of the school property.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance aimed at curbing illegal parking on

properties overseen by the township. Coun-
cilman Rossi said that there have been
“some issues with parking adjoining our
recreation facilities,” such as commercial
vehicles parking in curbside parking spaces
that were created for individuals using
township recreation facilities.

There was discussion two weeks ago at
a council conference meeting that newly-
created parking spaces on Jerusalem Road
near the Scotch Hills County Club were
being used for commercial or other non-
recreational purposes, such as the parking
of trucks owned by private companies.
When the parking lot at the country club
was redesigned earlier this year, cut-ins
were built into the curbing on Jerusalem
Road and Plainfield Avenue and a dozen
or so parking spaces were added for those
country club members who are able to
walk a further distance to the property.

The proposed ordinance, which the
council will consider at its Wednesday,
November 12 meeting, “gives latitude”
to limit the parking to those entitled to
use the affected spaces.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato pro-
vided some details of the Scotch Plains
Senior Citizen Housing Corporation’s
refinancing of a 1993 bond issue. Last
month, the council passed an ordinance
authorizing the housing agency to refi-
nance the bonds that were issued to con-
struct the senior housing complex on
Martine Avenue. The interest rate on the
original 30-year, $7.65 million bonds

was 5.5 percent, and Mrs. Coronato said
that, with interest rates presently low, “it
seemed to be the perfect time to restruc-
ture the bond.” The new rate of 4.2 percent
will result in a net savings of about $1.175
million, or about $58,000 annually for the
remaining 20-year life of the bond.

Mayor Martin Marks said the 13th
annual Mayor’s Gala will be held on
Friday, December 5 at Snuffy’s Pantagis.
As in the past, volunteers will be hon-
ored, with Laura Swidersky being hon-
ored as female volunteer of the year,
Steve Goldberg getting the male volun-
teer honors and UNICO being named the
volunteer organization of the year.

The Mayor said three local organiza-
tions, the Municipal Alliance Committee,
the Center for Hope Hospice and the
Center for Women and Families, will re-
ceive the proceeds from the evening’s
ticket sales and silent auction. The mayor
also noted that the council’s meeting sched-
ule will be altered somewhat in the com-
ing weeks. Next week’s conference meet-
ing will be on Wednesday, due to the
elections Tuesday. The following week’s
regular meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, November 12, due to the Veterans
Day holiday the previous day. With the
council attending the state League of Mu-
nicipalities convention in Atlantic City the
week of November 17, there will be no
meeting that week; instead, the council
will hold a conference and regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, November 25.

Mayoral, Council
Seats Up in FW

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Voters in Fanwood will decide on
Election Day next Tuesday, November
4, if the current Republican mayor,
Louis Jung, and two Republican coun-
cil members, Joel Whitaker and David
Trumpp, will continue in their posi-
tions, or if the three Democrat candi-
dates, Colleen Mahr, Donna Dolce and
Jack Molenaar, will take their place.

Mayor Jung is a 29-year resident of
Fanwood, and has been its mayor for
the past three years. A graduate of the
University of Wisconsin, where he re-
ceived both his Bachelor of Science
and master’s degrees, Mayor Jung is
retired from his position at Exxon as
Northeast Public Affairs Manager. He
currently serves as Chairman of Engi-
neering and Capital Projects, as a mem-
ber of the Fanwood Planning Board,
and as a trustee of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library.

Before becoming mayor, Mr. Jung
was a councilman for the borough from
1993 to 1999. As a member of the
Scotch Plains – Fanwood School Board
of Education from 1978 to 1990, he
was President for three years and Vice
President for two years. He also served
as Chairman of the Public Works Com-
mittee in the past.

Mrs. Mahr, Democrat candidate for
mayor, grew up in the Scotch Plains –
Fanwood area, and is a homeowner in
Fanwood. A Union Catholic High
School and Rosemont College gradu-
ate, Ms. Mahr is a candidate for a
master’s degree in Corporate and Pub-
lic Communication from Seton Hall
University.

Her background in the public and
private sectors, and experience with
downtown redevelopment projects,
includes serving as Assistant Director
of Economic Development in the Of-
fice of the Mayor of Jersey City. She is
currently Development Director for
Mosaica Education.

Mr. Whitaker, a 23-year resident of
Fanwood, has served as Council Presi-
dent for three years, councilman for
five years, and Fire Commissioner since
last year. Currently the council repre-
sentative for the Fanwood Planning
Board, he previously served as Coun-
cil Liaison to the Board of Education.
Mr. Whitaker received his Bachelor of
Science and master’s degrees from In-
diana University, and his Juris Doctor-
ate from Temple University Law
School. He is currently President and
Owner of Whitaker Newsletters, Inc.,
a periodical publisher.

A lifelong resident of Fanwood, Mr.
Trumpp has served as a councilman
since last year. He is currently Police
Commissioner, Chairman of the Pub-
lic Safety Committee, Council Liaison
to the Board of Education, Environ-
mental/Recycling and Special Events
Committees, and a member of the Stra-
tegic/Long Range Planning Commit-
tee. Mr. Trumpp graduated from Alfred
University, and has worked as Market-
ing Coordinator for the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority since 1996.

Ms. Dolce has lived in Fanwood for
15 years, and serves as Director of
Volunteer Services, Special Projects
and Government Grants, for the United
Way. She is a member of the Fanwood
Recreation Commission, and served
previously as the chairwoman for the
Fanwood Strategic Planning Commit-
tee. Ms. Dolce received her Bachelor
of Arts degree in Education from
Bethany College, a Masters in Educa-
tion from the University of Pittsburgh
and her Masters degree in Human Re-
sources Management from Rutgers.

Mr. Molenaar, a resident of Fanwood
for 10 years, has been a member of the
Fanwood Planning Board since 1995.
Previously he was a chairman of the
Fanwood Downtown Revitalization
Committee, and a member of Fanwood
Community Assessment. He received
his Bachelor of Arts degree from
Montclair State University, and serves
the Township of Plainsboro as Trans-
portation Planner. In the past, he worked
as a principal planner for Somerset
County and The RBA Group, as well as
acting as President of the New Jersey
Chapter of The American Planning As-
sociation.
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