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 Would you like to reduce  
    your credit card debt? 
 

If your answer is YES, a personal budget can help you save more  
money to reduce and eventually eliminate credit card and other types 
of debt.  A budget can also improve your allocation of savings to help 
you stay out of debt.  To see how easy it is to implement a personalized 
household budget, call or e-mail me to arrange for a FREE initial 
consultation in your home. 
 

Mitchell Sandak                            
                                     

                       Sandak Budgetary Systems 
                       Personal Budgetary & Financial Planning                           908.317.9845             mksandak_sBs@msn.com 
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FW Receives $18,500 Grant
For Historic Preservation

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — At the Union County
Freeholder regular meeting last
Thursday, two major issues took cen-
ter stage, beginning with the free-
holders’ announcement of the award-
ing of 21 “Preserve Union County”
grants totaling $500,000.

Each grant was given to a particu-
lar historic site within the county,
with the money originating from the
Open Space, Recreation and Preser-
vation Trust Fund.

Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung ac-
cepted an $18,500 grant on behalf of
the borough. According to Mayor
Jung, the funds will be used for new
lighting and sidewalk improvements
outside of the historic Fanwood rail-
road station.

The application process for “Pre-
serve Union County” grants began in
May of this year. Freeholder Chair-
woman Deborah Scanlon explained
that out of the many applications
received, the 12 projects selected
had reflected particularly strong
needs.

She also noted the importance of
preserving Union County’s histori-
cal structures.

“Imagine what our lives would
be like if we didn’t have historical
places to visit as a point of refer-
ence,” remarked Chairwoman
Scanlon.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella,
Chairman of the Trust Fund from
which the grants were allocated,
made the check presentations to
representatives from each historic
site.

He expressed satisfaction that each
grant would be put to good use, and
he also made it clear that the Free-
holder board would continue to fo-
cus on historic preservation.

While the main crux of the meet-
ing was devoted to the grant presen-
tations, many residents of Spring-
field turned out to discuss Meisel
Park.

The county park was closed more
than two years ago due to ground
contamination, and it has only re-
cently begun to show signs of being
restored.

The residents expressed dismay
that the cleanup process not only
took a while to commence, but also
that the children who previously used
the park had no place to stage their
home football games.

Several of the residents also won-

dered about future use of the field.
According to their information, plans
included the construction of a soccer
field that could also be used as a
football field. However, those in at-
tendance felt that a football-first field
was more prudent, especially con-
sidering the park’s proximity to
Jonathan Dayton High School, where
the football team used the field be-
fore it was closed.

The Springfield residents were also
under the impression that their mu-
nicipal government was working with
the county on the football field. But
Chairwoman Scanlon noted that the
Freeholder board was told something
different.

“This is the first time we are hear-
ing that you want a football field. To
tell you the truth, I understood that
you wanted a soccer field,” she ex-
plained.

Holly DeCoco, a Springfield resi-
dent, talked about a field in Bound
Brook where her daughter plays soc-
cer. That field is a football-first field,
which can be converted to a soccer
field.

“We would like to see our kids
have the opportunity that other kids
have, in our playing arena, because
they want it, and we need to go home
and let them know that you guys (the
Freeholders) are going to help us get
that,” she added.

Responding to inquiries about pos-
sible 2003 budget amendments to
include Meisel Park, County Man-
ager George Devanney stated that
the county can not amend this year’s
budget because of factors such as
cost estimates and designs.

He said that by the time those
factors were addressed, the county
would be well into next year. How-
ever, Mr. Devanney went on to say
that, “we will start to put some num-
bers to it and try to do something in
next year’s budget,” and that the
matter will take on greater impor-
tance as the budget for 2004 is ad-
dressed.

In other business, Mr. Devanney
also gave a brief status report as to
the Morristown & Erie (M&E) rail-
road reactivation. Among notable de-
velopments, Mr. Devanney stated that
two additional public forums (mod-
eled after the Kenilworth forum in
August) are slated for the immediate
future.

“We expect that the next (forum)
will be set up in the City of Summit,”
noted Mr. Devanney.
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Borough of Fanwood Moves Forward With Pursuit Of
State Designation of Historic Status For Train Station Area

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The proposed
Fanwood Park Historic District was
discussed at a public meeting held at
Borough Hall on Tuesday night.

Bob Craig, Principal Historic Pres-
ervation Specialist from the New
Jersey Historic Preservation Office,
and Nancy Zerbe, an architectural
historian from the consulting firm
Arch², made presentations and an-
swered questions from the audience.

Approximately 15 residents were

in attendance, as well as Mayor Louis
Jung, Council President Joel Whitaker,
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell,
who sits on the Fanwood Historic
Preservation Commission; Dolores
O’Brien, Chairwoman of the com-
mission, and Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Coordinator Clayton Pierce.

Ms. Zerbe, who was hired by the
borough five years ago, explained
that she was retained, “to look at the
residential area around the Fanwood
Train Station, and make a recom-
mendation if it was worthy of being
placed” on a historic listing.

She and her firm found three crite-
ria worthy of recognition: the layout
of the streets and hills, described as
“curvilinear;” the strong historic ties
to the Central Railroad of New Jer-
sey and an era of suburban develop-
ment, and the buildings.

The area was given the name
Fanwood Park Historic District, and
it includes buildings on North Av-
enue and North Martine Avenue.

The homes in the area date from
the late 19th and early 20th centu-
ries. There are 79 buildings within
the district’s boundaries, with 58 of
those considered “contributing”
properties — those which were built
within a certain time period.

The Historic Preservation Office
is part of the state’s Department of
Environmental Protection, a division
of Parks and Forestry. There are two
separate historic registers, at the na-
tional and state levels.

The national register offers “a mea-
sure of protection” from the actions of
federal agencies, and the state regis-
ter offers protection from state, county
and municipal projects. One applica-
tion is done for both registers.

Mr. Craig’s office has put Fanwood’s
application in for review by the New
Jersey State Review Board for His-
toric Sites, which will meet on
Wednesday, December 3. At this time,
the board can take one of four actions:
it can approve the application; ap-

prove with conditions; put the appli-
cation on hold if the board feels it
needs more work, or reject the appli-
cation because it does not feel it meets
eligibility requirements.

If approved, the board then gives its
recommendation that the district be
added to the state and national registers.
Mr. Craig feels that, “if all goes smoothly
from this point, a decision should be
made within the next six months.”

Owner notification letters will be
sent out to all affected residents if the
status is awarded.

Mr. Craig emphasized what will
and will not happen to properties and
homeowners as a result of historic
status. The listing gives “honorific
value that will help promote quality
of life in the district;” protects against
“public encroachment that might
otherwise affect the district,” such as
the widening of roads or purchase of
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
Christopher Rowland, 25, of Scotch

Plains was arrested in the 900 block of
Prospect Street and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

A store on East Broad Street was
burglarized twice, first on October 23 and
again on October 28. In each case, video
game cartridges and consoles of undeter-
mined value were taken. Both incidents
occurred during the night and it was
unknown how the individual or persons
responsible gained access to the premises.

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24
Sharon Walker, 40, of Roselle was

arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after being stopped on South
Avenue for motor vehicle violations. She
was later released on her own recognizance.

After being stopped for motor ve-
hicle violations on North Avenue,
Mathew Castaldo, 21, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated and refusal to take a
breathalyzer test. He was later released
on his own recognizance.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27
Roman Khomiak, 43, of Staten Is-

land, N.Y. was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after he
was involved in a motor vehicle accident
at the South Avenue traffic circle. There
were no injuries. Khomiak was later
released on his own recognizance.

property by a government agency;
“puts state planners on notice,” in-
forming them of the area’s historic
merit, and gives flexibility to zoning
officers in enforcing codes.

The historic status will not regu-
late renovation, remodeling or demo-
lition of houses; the government is
not buying the property; no visitors
will come to the property; it does not
affect local planning board or zoning
ordinances, and will not restrict the
paint colors used on homes.

Residents in the district received
letters explaining that they have the
right to object to the application, and
that if they choose to send a letter to
the state voicing their objection, the
letter is required to be notarized.

If enough objections are received,
the district will not be listed in the
national register, and it is unlikely it
would be listed in the state register.




