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Researcher Says ‘Settled Areas’
Redevelopment Process Needs Change

I’d like to comment on your editorial
of October 9 about redevelopment.

It sounds like you are right about the
misapplication of the Redevelopment
Law, and you know what you are talking
about. My work now is to promote the
establishment of a voluntary, collabora-
tive, land (re)development design pro-
cess.

Usually laws are passed to protect the
rights of the parties when they are not
getting along. Such is the case with our
land development regulations in gen-
eral. As such, they are like divorce regu-
lations, which also protect the rights of
parties when they don’t get along.

And, you don’t build a good marriage
by complying with the divorce regula-
tions. Although we need good divorce
regulations, they don’t make good mar-
riages any more than good land use
regulations make good communities.

In my opinion, we need to mend the
relationships among the stakeholders
(abutters, developer, environmentalists)
and give them a way to share expertise as
part of the same team if redevelopment
is going to make a better community.

In short, we need a marriage manual
for land development stakeholders if we
are to achieve the productive creativity
that is essential to solving our existing
urban problems and creating healthy
communities.

My opinion is the result of 12 years of
grant-funded research to find a way to
end sprawl. The solution discovered by
the research is that we have to change the
project design process in the settled ar-
eas – i.e. for redevelopment. And that
process has to become collaborative.

The way to achieve that collaboration
is in the Smarter Land Use guidebook
that resulted from the research. Essen-
tially, it is a marriage guide for land
development stakeholders. It details the
new process, which will work even in
very hostile and distrusting situations.

You will find it, along with lots of
other info, at http://landuse.org.

I hope this assists you with your ob-
jective.

Karl Kehde, Director
Smarter Land Use Project

North Hampton, MA

Resident Responds to Mayor’s Letter
Regarding Leader/Times Editorial

Mayor McDermott’s response to you
(Leader, October 16) is filled with mis-
statements of both what you said and
what has been done.

You are accused of being misguided
in your complaints and the mayor says
you are wrong because he followed the
legal advice the town has received. You
didn’t accuse the town of acting ille-
gally, you more properly accused the
town of perverting a law aimed at the
truly blighted areas of the state — such
as Newark, Camden, Paterson, etc.

The mayor defends his actions as le-
gal and you are accusing him of not
acting correctly. This is not the first time
a public official defends his wrong acts
by saying they are legal.

The mayor adeptly misstates what has
occurred. As he states, the law was cre-
ated to improve lands which “were stag-
nant and unproductive.” He and his sup-
porters will now permanently alter the
business district of Westfield, not be-

cause the land is stagnant and unproduc-
tive, but because the mayor feels it is in
need of improvement.

I suggest that there is not a place in
town which, in someone’s eyes, is not in
need of improvement.

I believe the mayor and his supporters
are less than candid when they protest
that no final decision has been made.
When they passed the ordinance to uti-
lize the Redevelopment Law, the deci-
sion was made. The remainder has been
window dressing.

The only question I believe which is
still open to debate among the mayor and
his supporters is the size of the plaque
they will erect in their own honor. May
I suggest the Preamble:

To those politicians who think they
know better than those they represent…”

John Blake
Westfield

BRAKES Thanks
Residents for Following
Leaf Pickup Guidelines

We want to thank the residents who
are honoring the ordinance that forbids
piling leaves into the streets prior to
November 1.

This ordinance was instituted by the
town council two years ago and helps
ensure that there is a limited amount of
time that leaf piles can cause hazardous
conditions on our streets for pedestrians,
bikers and drivers. It also provides for
safer Trick or Treat routes!

Do you hire landscapers for your yard
work? Please complete the form on the
inside of the green leaf-pick-up schedule
mailed to you by the Department of
Public Works. It will give your land-
scaper permission to dump your leaves
at NO CHARGE in the Westfield Con-
servation Center. Are you a do-it-your-
self raker and want the leaves gone now?
Simply bag them (in clear bags) and call
the leaf hotline (789-4120). They’ll be
picked up in 48 hours. They’ll even
provide the bags if you need them. We
are one community; let’s behave that
way for the safety of everyone!

Sara Strohecker Clarkson
Co-chair The BRAKES Group

Alternatives to South Side Deck
Should Be Researched by Town

I am not a proponent of the south side
deck; however, I believe that other alter-
natives should be researched to deter-
mine feasibility to resolving the wait
list. Has the council looked into pur-
chasing the property adjacent to the lot
near Central Avenue (currently the
Westfield Fish Market and/or the Man-
hattan Bagel mini mall)? By obtaining
this property, additional parking spaces
could be created to reduce the current
parking deficit while continuing to main-
tain the current train station façade.

Another suggestion, recently written
and published in The Westfield Leader,
recommended that jitney service be used
to and from the Memorial Pool parking
lots during non-summer months and ro-
tating to the school parking lots during
the summer. These suggestions should
be examined more closely to determine
the financial and esthetic benefits in-
volved, both short and long-term.

The proposed plans for the south side
development have two access points off
of South Avenue, either directly or diago-
nally across from Summit Avenue, and
this would indicate the traffic outflow to
obviously funnel down Summit Avenue
and the Boulevard. Commuters who real-
ize that Summit Avenue is the more
direct route to use, since there are limited
stop signs currently in place, will greatly

impact the current traffic flow and raise
serious safety issues for the many fami-
lies that reside on this street. Residents on
my block have tried with little success to
obtain some type of traffic control for
years, with the only results being “chil-
dren at play” signs installed. Do any of
those drivers speeding down this street
actually notice these signs? Traffic will
also funnel through the Westfield circle
onto Rahway and Westfield Avenues,
both of which are heavily traveled by
students who travel from the high school
to the football field for after school sports
activities.

If the property adjacent to the train
station can be purchased, the number of
spaces that would become available could
greatly diminish the amount of needed
parking spaces. The extra exit points
already established from these areas
would divert more traffic toward Cen-
tral Avenue and away from the other
above-mentioned residential streets.

I would hope all strategic options that
have been introduced as viable alterna-
tives to the proposed parking deck are
fully examined, with the results made
public. Only then can the best solution to
the wait list problem be determined.

Rick Prosuk
Westfield

Resident Calls For Traffic Safety
Measures at Westfield Intersection
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By Andrew Skibitsky, Westfield Councilman Ward 3
Chairman, Public Safety Committee

Newton’s Law: An object at rest
tends to stay at rest and an object in
motion tends to stay in motion with
the same speed and in the same di-
rection. From our everyday experi-
ences, most of us are aware of
Newton’s Law and the implications
that it has on traffic safety. But let’s
specifically look at the grave impli-
cations of Newton’s Law on pedes-
trians.

Stopping distance equals the time
in feet it takes a driver to hit the
brakes plus how many feet it takes
for a vehicle to come to a complete
stop. While there are many variables
which determine actual stopping dis-
tance, in general, a vehicle traveling
20 mph will travel approximately 40
feet from the time the driver notices
a pedestrian in the road to the time
when the vehicle completely stops.
Alarmingly, a vehicle traveling at 40
mph will have a total stopping dis-
tance of 120 feet. By doubling the
speed to 40 mph, the stopping dis-
tance triples. Some traffic safety ex-
perts report that by doubling your
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The Safety Implications

of Newton’s Law

speed it will take you four times
more stopping distance.

So what are the grave implications
of Newton’s Law? Well according to
the London based firm PTRC (Plan-
ning and Transport Research and
Computation), the chances of a pe-
destrian surviving a 20 mph accident
is 95 percent. However, at 40 mph a
pedestrian’s chance of surviving is
reduced to only 10 percent! One
transportation planner calculates that
a driver going 40 mph who sees a
pedestrian 100 feet ahead will still
be traveling 38 mph on impact. Had
that same driver been traveling 25
mph, he would have stopped before
striking the pedestrian.

The Public Safety Committee of
the Town Council is working very
closely with the Westfield Police
Department to improve the safety of
our pedestrians. Stay tuned for more
specifics on the developing and all
encompassing Traffic Education and
Monitoring program. In the mean-
time please remember the grave re-
ality of Newton’s Law.

After discussing the issue with the
Westfield Police and Traffic Depart-
ment, I am writing about what I consider
to be a serious safety issue for the chil-
dren in our neighborhood.

I live on First Street at the intersection
of Marion Avenue. We have an enor-
mous amount of children under the age
of eight in the five houses around me
(plenty more up and down the street).

We always are outside, playing in
large groups. Each day that the kids (and
supervising parents) are out, we put out
orange traffic cones at our intersection
(purchased by me at Home Depot) as
well as a “slow children” traffic sign —
hoping that cars will be aware and slow
down. That was our solution to fast
driving on our block.

However, a more dangerous and not
easily remedied safety problem exists
— the crosswalk from Marion Avenue
across to Memorial Park Pool. I use this
crosswalk almost daily — year round —
and it is not unusual for us to cross a trail
of five to eight kids (in wagons, on
scooters, and walking their bikes). The
routine is that one parent will stop traffic
while the other wait with the children.
The problem is that cars do not stop as
required by state law.

I almost was hit the other day by a
reckless woman who swerved around
me at full speed as I stood in the middle
of the street with a wagon, a dog and a
baby in my arms. I tried to get her license
plate to prosecute, but it came up as “no
match” at the traffic bureau.

If cars, by some act of kindness, do
stop, the cars coming behind them often
speed around the stopped vehicle with-
out caution. On numerous occasions, I
have seen children almost hit.

I was informed that West Broad is a
county road and that nothing can be done
without years of campaigning. Then, I
was informed that the town petitioned
the county/state to change the speed
limit to 25 mph. That seems almost
irrelevant as people go more like 40 mph
coming down Lamberts Mill hill.

The only way 25 mph can make a
difference is if the road is patrolled
regularly (like Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains where people know they
will get a ticket.)

Can’t we, in the interim, get some
kind of signage and make the crosswalk
more visible? There is no indication of a
crosswalk (e.g. near the Westfield Com-
munity Center).

To make matters more dangerous and
pedestrians less visible, there are trees
blocking where pedestrians stand to cross
and the crosswalk itself is almost worn
off. Also, we need a bright crosswalk
sign both ways with an arrow and with
the luminous pole stripe (it really helps
make signs visible). It’s a start anyway.

There needs to be a solution. Why do
we put millions of dollars into the pool
complex and then ask pedestrians to take
their lives and their children’s lives into
their hands to cross the street?

Jo Wayner
Westfield

Fanwood Redevelopment;
What Is The Vision?

As I read the letters going back and
forth regarding the potential redevelop-
ment of Fanwood’s downtown, it strikes
me that what is being contemplated has
not been communicated adequately. I
am not doubting anyone’s integrity or
the difficulty of the task — However,
good leadership persuades, and it seems
that a lot of people are not persuaded as
to the vision.

Mayor Jung’s letter (The Times dated
October 16) addresses in detail why what
is being contemplated is legal in the
context of the Redevelopment Act. But,
it does not address at all the basic issues
of scope, necessity and reality.

Westfield has coped by offering an
alternative to malls and an array of up-
scale restaurants; Metuchen has coped by
attempting to create a Greenwich Vil-
lage-like atmosphere for the patrons of its
downtown. Garwood apparently attempts
to cope by redeveloping its industrial
sites with mega-stores. These are differ-
ent visions toward a similar goal.

Please make the case as to where
Fanwood will find new businesses and
how they will fit in within Fanwood’s
sense of “place.”

I have read and reread Mr. Jung’s
letter comparing a taxable ratable against
a PILOT and do not understand the point
he is trying to make.

If the redeveloper cannot attract the
business mix that allows Fanwood to
differentiate itself from Westfield,
Metuchen and the malls, then the va-
cancy problem will remain or the busi-
ness mix will change with negative im-
plications. Could we end up with
Garwood’s model?

The onus is on Fanwood’s leadership
to educate and persuade all of us as to its
vision for the future of downtown. To
simply say that there is a need and a
process which is being followed in a
legal manner will not suffice. Nor will it
suffice to say “Trust us or vote us out.”

The negatives are clearly visible; the
positives are currently opaque.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Letters to
the Editor

Resident Upset Over PSE&G
Tree Trimming Procedures

Only God can make a tree, but are
trees, then, completely at the mercy of
PSE&G? Is there  even a single Westfield
official going to bat to save the splendid
beauty that the trees have imparted to our
town since its founding?

PSE&G’s doorknob flyer, “Sorry We
Missed You,” states “tree trimming pro-
gram follows the guidelines established
by the National Arborist Association
and the International Society of
Arboriculture.” Give me a break.

I was recently fortunate enough to
rescue one of my own trees from
PSE&G’s hatchet men. The branches
came nowhere close to power lines. Don’t
PSE&G’s tree “specialists” know any-
thing at all about the growth habits of

tree species? The boughs of my tree will
never threaten the company’s lines un-
less there is some cataclysm.

Those who have been in Westfield for
decades have witnessed firsthand the
fast attrition of trees on roadsides. What-
ever the cause, unrestrained pruning by
PSE&G compromises roadside trees.

The cost of removing a dying tree
from one’s property is nothing to sneeze
at, and such costs are absorbed neither
by PSE&G nor by the town.

What New Jersey statutes grant power
companies the prerogatives – and what
are the rights of property owners?

Ferdinand Gajewski, PhD
Westfield

It’s Time For Civic Action and
Good Decisions – Vote Tuesday!

Voters in New Jersey have the privilege and the duty to
go to the polls on Tuesday, November 4, to select their
local, county and state officials. They call it an “off year”
election, as there is no race for governor, no race for U.S.
Senate and no race for President of the United States.

In recent history, this means that few voters show up to
the polls – mostly just the “hardcore” party regulars.
Each year, the turnout is less and less. For a state where
about half of the registered voters are listed as unaffili-
ated, low voter turnout is a serious concern for democ-
racy. The numbers look even worse when you consider
those that don’t even register to vote.

The entire state legislature is up for election. The
outcome of this will have a dramatic impact on how
things will work in this state over the next two years.
Currently, the state Senate is split 50/50 between the
Republicans and the Democrats. In New Jersey politics,
it’s all or nothing – so a swing of one seat in the state
Senate is a big deal. The Democrats have the governor-
ship and an edge in the assembly.

In our local area, we have two state legislative districts
– LD21 and LD22. Each legislative district is comprised
of one state senator and two assemblypersons.

LD21 encompasses Cranford and Westfield as it sweeps
up past Chatham. It is considered a “safe” Republican
district. Senator Tom Kean, Jr. is seeking reelection
along with his incumbent running mates, Jon Bramnick
of Westfield and Eric Munoz of Summit. Ellen Steinberg
of Chatham is leading a fractured Democrat challenge in
hopes of unseating one of the assemblymen.

LD22 includes Fanwood and Scotch Plains with
Plainfield as it sweeps down toward Linden. Ordinarily,
it is considered a “safe” Democrat district. However, the
scandal involving incumbent State Senator Joseph Suliga
has caused him not to seek reelection. After controversy
within the Democrat party of LD22 to find a last minute
replacement, Freeholder Nicholas Scutari of Linden was

chosen over Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood.
Some consider this a snub to Assemblywoman Stender.

All of this has breathed new life into the election
campaign of Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks (R),
who is seeking to be the state senator in LD22. Mayor
Marks is hoping to ignite the unaffiliated voters and
Democrats upset over the Suliga affair.

But as all politics is local, there can’t be anything more
exciting and important than the hotly contested elections
for town council seats in Fanwood and in Westfield. In
Fanwood, Mayor Louis Jung is seeking reelection and is
challenged by Colleen Mahr.

Both Westfield and Fanwood have similar controver-
sies over substantial downtown redevelopment plans.
Just how big a factor this will be in the local election,
we’re not sure. We have great candidates for office in our
towns. They have worked tirelessly and deserve your
attention, by showing up to vote.

Each year, we put this special election edition together
and mail it to everyone in our towns that have local
elections for council. This year, everyone in Westfield
and Fanwood, along with those regular subscribers in
other towns, will receive this edition in the mail. Al-
though Mountainside has a local election, it is uncon-
tested – so, this edition is not sent to everyone there.
Scotch Plains does not have a local election this year for
township officials.

This edition is saturated with campaign information,
and perhaps it does not have the usual mix of soccer
photographs, club meetings and like events. Still, we
hope that it helps everyone make good decisions and take
civic action.

This shouldn’t be just a once a year concern for the
public. We suggest that you follow matters year-round as
you participate in the community.

Thank you and congratulations to all the volunteers
running for local offices – win or lose, it’s a great thing.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cachinnate – To laugh loudly or too

much
2. Scorper – A jeweler’s gouging tool

used for engraving metal
3. Vogie – Cheerful; merry
4. Vitric – Having the nature of glass

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCORIA
1. An outer covering of a plant
2. A film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. The slag or refuse left after the

metal has been smelted from the ore
4. A mild form of smallpox

OLECRANON
1. The upper part of the hind leg of a

horse
2. The part of the ulna projecting

beyond the elbow joint
3. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
4. The governor of a province in the

Turkish empire
CIERGE

1. A large pole used to motivate a raft
down a stream

2. The siphon-like part which allows a
mosquito to draw blood from its prey

3. A wax candle
4. Pain in the bladder

BOREGAT
1. The rock trout of California
2. A land crab
3. A war horse
4. Harsh in taste, acrid

Read the Archives at
goleader.com

Is Every Candidate
Hysterical About

Speeding In Town?
Judging from the discussions of the

town council and the campaign posi-
tions of virtually every candidate this
year, a virtual hysteria has seized our
entire political establishment.

The council and candidates are sup-
porting a resolution that would lower the
speed limit on virtually every road in the
town to 25 miles per hour.

It would also accompany an array of
other politically touted anti-speeding
tactics implemented over the last sev-
eral years, including private-citizen ra-
dar traps, police ticketing campaigns,
volunteer pace-setters, speed bumps and
road narrowings.

The anti-speeding campaign has joined
mom and apple pie as the de rigueur
idols of all office-seekers.

There are some serious questions about
the advisability of this anti-speeding
campaign. For instance, the lowering of
the speed limit on East Broad Street to
25 mph has unintended consequences,
such as the diversion of traffic onto
residential side streets.

The purpose of a county thoroughfare
is to carry major volumes of “through”
traffic. Yet these thoroughfares have
been transformed into “gotcha” corri-
dors — fines, surcharges, points and
even policy cancellations.

Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of
this anti-speeding hysteria, however, is
the disrespect it evidences for the citi-
zens of Westfield. You are the threat to
town safety that so concerns our politi-
cal leaders. You are the target of those
speed traps. You know that driving at or
below 25 mph can be a very dangerous
thing to do — dangerous at least for
others, if not for yourself.

It used to be a common principle of
conservative government to leave well
enough alone.

Perhaps everyone in Westfield is truly
concerned as never before about the
speeders amongst us – or perhaps not.

Robert Cirasa
Westfield




