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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

ZALESKI SHARES FIRST ON BEAM

Raider Gymnasts Grab
Union County Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It took a decade, but the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gym-
nastic team earned county bragging
rights by winning the Union County
Gymnastic championship at Cranford
High School on October 24 to halt
Westfield’s nine-year reign. The
Raiders, with 103.1, outscored the
Cranford girls who totaled 102.85
and the Westfield girls who totaled
101.75.

The Raiders had six girls compete
and all contributed to the team total.

“It was a total team effort,” ex-
pressed Raider Head Coach Tracey
Brown.

Several Raiders placed in the top-
six in the various events but Katie
Zaleski managed to share top honors
on the balance beam with Cougar
standout Bridget Murphy, each scor-
ing a 9.2. Zaleski also finished fifth
in the all-around with a total of 34.55,
tied for fifth in the vault with Blue
Devil Claire Macdonald with a mark
of 8.5 and placed sixth on the uneven
bars with an 8.6.

“Katie was awesome! Throughout
the season, she was
our most consistent
and reliable girl,”
stated Brown. “She
stayed calm in the
meet. Her beam
routine was great.
She doesn’t really
have a hard routine,
but there is not one
rhythm break.”

Macdonald tied
for third with Day-
t o n / B re a r l ey ’s
Andie Sablonsky
in the all-around
with a total of 34.8.
She also placed
fourth on the
unevens with a
score of 8.7 and
tied Raider Jackie
Tumolo for fifth on
the beam with a
score of 8.8.
Tumolo’s routine

came right after teammate Jackie
DeJohn uncharacteristically fell
twice on the beam.

“She handled the pressure exactly
the way I knew she could. She per-
formed flawlessly, probably one of
her best routines all year,” said Brown
of Tumolo’s routine.

Blue Devil Stacy Osborn grabbed
third on the unevens with a score of
8.8. Raider Taylor Montagna scored
8.15 on bars and 8.55 on floor.

Raider DeJohn had a fine floor
exercise routine to finish second with
a score of 9.15 but it was teammate
Kyla Mendes who showed plenty of
courage. Despite the pain of a se-
verely injured shoulder and a badly
injured knee, Mendes withstood the
pain and placed sixth on the floor
exercise with a score of 8.85. She
also scored 8.4 in the vault, 8.2 on the
bars and 8.2 on the beam.

Cougar Murphy, who won the all-
around last year, took sole top honors
in three of the four events and shared
top honors with Zaleski on the beam.
Murphy totaled 37.4 in the all-around
to outscore Danielle Scott of Union
who placed second with a total of

36.45. Murphy
scored a 9.45 in the
vault, a 9.35 on the
unevens and a 9.4
on the floor.

“When we got to
floor, I think they
all knew how close
it was going to be
and that they were
all going to have to
give some great
performances. I
could also see in
each and every one
of them how much
they wanted to get
this one. Each of
them on floor
(Mendes, Zaleski,
Montagna and
DeJohn) went out
there and gave me
four solid rou-
tines,” commented
Brown.

MONROY, SEAMON IGNITE VIKINGS

Lady Vikings Oust Union
V’Ballers in Quarterfinals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Although the Union Catholic High
School volleyball team entered its
season with two seniors, two juniors,
one sophomore and one freshman in
their starting lineup, they have jelled
into one of the top volleyball teams in
New Jersey. The top-seeded, 17-1,
Vikings provided plenty of spark and
happy surprises when they bounced
the eighth-seeded Union Farmers out
of the Union County Tournament
quarterfinal round, 25-20, 25-9 and
25-13 in Scotch Plains on October 23.

Leading the Vikings were outstand-
ing senior co-captain and outside hit-
ter, Katie Seamon, who was on her
mark and notched 14 kills and nine
service points, and senior co-captain
Jennifer Monroy, who showed up guns
loaded, for 18 kills. Junior Louise
Gonsalez paralyzed the Farmers with
32 assists. Freshman Erin Roudebush
made a huge impact with five service
aces and numerous blocks and junior
workhorse Megan Conheeney re-
corded three service points and
notched three kills.

“We did have a very slow start in
that first game, then in games two
and three, we established more of a
rhythm, said Union Catholic Head
Coach Nancy Saggio. “They may
have been a little tight in game one,
but then they kind of relaxed a bit and
began serving more aggressively and
that helped. Our passing went better
and we were able to run our offense.
So overall, I’m happy with our per-
formance.”

Game 1 started out shaky and cal-
culated for the Vikings as the Farmers
proved to be a worthy opponent. In a
seesaw battle and the scored locked at
15-15, the Vikes loosened up when
service points, sets and hits found
their way. Roudebush served up three

aces to finish the game at 25-20.
“We are a very young team that

has progressively gotten better,” said
Monroy. “Rodenbush came to us from
California and she has proved to be a
very, very good player. We have put
in plenty of hard work with all of our
younger players and as you can tell,
they are now able to hit from differ-
ent angles and it has had made a big
impact on this team.”

The opposite happened in Game 2
when the Vikings had all of their
pieces secured and surged ahead with
an 18-point run to humble the Farm-
ers, 25-9.

“We were steady, put the ball in and
played pretty well,” said Seamon.
“Monroy and I take on the responsi-
bility to be good captains. Whenever
anything goes wrong, we have the
understanding that you’re not going
to get every ball perfect, so it’s our
responsibility to pick everyone up, no
matter what happens. It’s also all about
encouragement, because when a
younger player messes up, and every-
body does, they have someone to look
up to. It helps the team in a big way.”

Coach Saggio entered her very
talented bench in Game 3 and quickly
established an 11-5 lead. Kristene
Mintel, who contributed with a block
and one service ace, Juliane Tooker,
Emily Moharter, Casey DePalma,
Christena Hinkle and Marissa
Mavroudas all performed admirably
as the Vikes rolled on to a 25-13
victory.

“I always like to bring sophomores
Courtney Harris and Paige Rusnock
in, “said Saggio. “They need to get
that game experience in, because
they probably will be part of the big
mix next year, so I need to get them
in as often as possible.”

The Vikings will meet New Provi-
dence in the semifinals today.

etrated the box several times and, on
one occasion, slipped past the charg-
ing Greenlaw and launched what
would have been an apparent goal;
however, Blue Devil freshman Chris
Mattes got to the goal, in time, to
deflect it out of play.

With 28:22 remaining in the game,
Raider senior Ed Zazzali had a throw
in that alit into the box. Bell got to the
ball and tapped it into the near post.

“Eddie Zazzali had a throw in.
Westfield just swung and missed it.
The ball came dribbling across the
box, set up right at my feet and I
knocked it in,” explained Bell.
“Eddie’s throw ins are perfect, right
into the box.”

Kay connected on his goal with
12:49 remaining when he slicked
past a defender and lifted the ball
into the upper right of the net.

“The defender took one touch too

many. I just took it to goal and fin-
ished it,” said Kay.

As to the Raiders’ second-half suc-
cess, Bell opined, “The first half, we
didn’t have the wind. We picked it
up, definitely, but the wind also had
a factor. Basically, the wind helped
us a lot.”

Kay added, “There was a lot of
intensity from both sides. In the sec-
ond half, we stepped it up and stuck
to our game. That’s what came
through in the end, determination
and heart.”

“Like you said, it was a tale of two
halves,” expressed Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner. “We played
well in the first half and not quite as
well in the second half. Scotch Plains
played much better in the second
half and not as well in the first half.”
Westfield 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 2 2

Raiders Hit Mark in 2nd Half,
Top Blue Devil Soccer Boys, 2-0
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Expertly Installed

New & Repairs
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Home Improvements, Inc.
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION
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NO 2ND GUESSING, “INVEST WITH THE BEST”

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Paver Brick Driveways
Walks & Patios

Stone Retaining Walls
New Plantings

Drainage Systems
Masonry Work

Serving Westfield
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey
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FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
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✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

Fully Insured  •  FREE Estimates

PAVING

908-753-7281

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
Family Owned & Operated

OLIVER A

PAVING
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GLENN AIREL
732-548-1783 • 732-259-8776

CONSTRUCTION CORP.

CUSTOM BUILDER AND GENERAL CONTRACTOR
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DON’T GET CAUGHT UP IN ANY SALES PITCH. MEET THE
MOST HONEST CONTRACTOR OF ALL. DON’T SIGN ANY
THING UNTIL YOU MEET GLENN.

REATG
DDITIONSA

• Marble & Granite Fabricators •

“Looking forward to doing business with you.  Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-232-5300
Fax: 908-233-5655

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

e e

Castle Keep, Inc.
BUILDING AND RESTORATION

castlebuilder@verizon.net414 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD  • 908-232-8965

Free In-Home Project
Evaluations & Estimates

General & Mechanical Construction
Carpentry • Custom Millwork & Cabinetry

Masonry / Tile & Stone Setting
Roofing / Weatherproofing • Decks / Patios

Offering Professional . . . Residential & Commercial

. . . Design, Fabrication, Installation & Repair Services

“ How The Areas Best Looking Lawns Get That Way ”
• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design

• Year-Long Plantings

• Lawn Maintenance

• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls

• Now Accepting Fall Reservations:  Maintenance & Planting •
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PETE & FRED’S
GUTTER CLEANING

WWWWWestfestfestfestfestfield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotch Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plains
CrCrCrCrCranfanfanfanfanfororororord • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainside

Free Estimates
FULLY INSURED

Serving

908-347-1310

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

Wallcovering
Installation

S I N C E  1 9 7 5

908-654-4166

Wallpaper • Grasscloth
54” Vinyls & Fabrics • Foil

Suede • Linen • Silks

Robert J. Ricci

732-489-1929

Kitchens, Baths & Basements
Tiles , Painting & General Home Repair

Anti-Slip Treatments for
Bathtubs & Tile Floors

Free Estimates

“Top Quality-
 Low Cost”Residential & Commercial

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE DESIGN
& LAWN MAINTENANCE

  SNOW PLOWING
SERVING SCOTCH PLAINS
& SURROUNDING AREAS

  Free Estimates   •   Fully Insured

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL GYMNASTS…The Westfield High School gymnastics team
placed third in the Union County Tournament with a total of 101.75. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood team won the title with a total of 103.1.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Raider Jackie DeJohn on beam

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VIKINGS DYNAMIC DUO…Viking volleyball co-captains Jennifer Monroy,
No. 6, and Katie Seamon, No. 5, terrorized the Farmers with a combined 32 kills
in the quarterfinals of the Union County Tournament on October 24.




