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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS...Last Saturday morning at the Westfield ‘Y’, New Jersey U.S. Senator Jon Corzine (D) from
Summit escorts assembly candidate Ellen Steinberg (D-21) of Chatham. The senator extends his hand to Westfield’s State
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21), shown left. Westfield’s Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21), second from the left with
his back to the picture, pays close attention to his competitor. Not pictured, Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott (R)
with councilpersons Lawrence Goldman (D) and Susan Jacobson (D) were also present to receive Senator Corzine as he
toured the ‘Y’. Billed as a non-campaign affair, the event with the senator was arranged by Darielle Walsh, ‘Y’ Chief
Volunteer Officer and by Mark Elsasser, ‘Y’ Executive Director to promote federal funding support for ‘Y’ programs.
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Sommerich Lauded by Assembly,
Freeholders for Blood Drive Work

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a presentation made at the
agenda meeting of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on
October 16, Bob Sommerich of
Fanwood was honored for his contri-

butions to organizing blood drives
and donating blood.

Mr. Sommerich received two reso-
lutions – one being a joint resolution
from the State Senate and Assembly,
and the other from the Freeholder
Board.

Fanwood resident and Assembly-
woman Linda Stender spoke of Mr.
Sommerich’s dedication to blood
drives, noting that he was named the
2002 Amateur Recruiter of the Year
by New Jersey Blood Services.

“I have always known you as a
caring person, but to see you put that
into such action is such a reward for
me,” she said.

Mr. Sommerich reminded the au-
dience that donating blood is an im-
portant part of society.

“I do what I do believing that this
is in the best interests of our local
community, and all over the place,”
he said, adding that he began donat-
ing blood in the 1980s. “The more
you learn, the more you know there
is a need.”

Mr. Sommerich, who is 88 years
old, recognized that he is fortunate to
still be able to donate blood at his
age.

“I am just lucky enough to be 88
years old, still able…in the hope of
donating for another 10 years,” he

said.
A resolution was also presented to

Chief Eric Mason of the Cranford
Police Department, who was recently
appointed the first African-Ameri-
can police chief ever to serve in
Cranford Township.

Freeholder Chester Holmes, who
presented the resolution, emphasized
the significance of Chief Mason’s
accomplishment.

“There are not many African-
American chiefs in the state of New
Jersey,” commented Freeholder
Holmes, who served 29 years as a
police officer.

He also noted the numerous acco-
lades and awards presented to Chief
Mason, which include a Role Model
Award from the Roselle chapter of the
NAACP; the YMCA of New Jersey
2002 Minority Achievement Award;
an administrative citation recogniz-
ing his service in the line of duty, and
several departmental citations.

Chief Mason thanked the board
for its recognition of his appoint-
ment.

“I look forward to serving the
Township of Cranford and working
with the other chiefs in the county to
make…Union County and the Town-
ship of Cranford a safer place to
live,” he said.

Planning Bd. Meeting
Scheduled for Tonight

By BENJAMIN CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- There will be a
special meeting of the Westfield
Planning Board tonight, at 8 p.m.
in the Municipal Building. The
meeting will cover preliminary and
final major site plan approval of
One Elm Street Associates, L.L.C.,
plans to convert the building lo-
cated at One Elm Street from a
bank into a restaurant.

The applicant’s proposed use of
the property will be a restaurant
on the first floor and commercial
offices on the second floor.

The applicant also proposes to
convert the parking area into a
park like setting with a gazebo to
be used for outdoor café dinning
as regulated by out door café li-
censing.

WF Fire Dept. Updates
Residents on Services

By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Fire Department is the first
line of defense for residence, not
only during the times of extreme
emergency, but as aid for everyday
difficulties that may arise. There are
many things people would never con-
sider calling the fire department for,
but they should consider calling the
fire department for occurrences other
then for fires. This article will try and
shed some light on what the fire
department can do to serve the
Westfield community.

The Westfield Leader talked with
Lieutenant Scott Miller from the
Westfield Fire Department’s Fire
Prevention Bureau to discuss all the
different services that are available
to the community. Lt. Miller said,
“the Department has such an array of
tools on the trucks, the fire truck is
like a rolling toolbox and all these
tools are here to help the commu-
nity.”

If power lines come down, you
should call the fire department im-
mediately. When telephone or cable
T.V. lines fall, the fire department
should also be notified. Lt. Miller
told The Leader, “Two things to stress
about power lines, telephone and
cable wires. First about power lines,
just because they are not sparking or

arching does not mean they are not
charged, so extreme caution should
be taken. The second thing to stress
is with telephone and cable wires
even though they are not charged it
doesn’t mean they can’t be charged.
These wires can be charged if they
are resting on power lines which then
makes them extremely dangerous.”

Trees can also be a cause for alarm.
If you see a tree resting on a power
line or a branch is hanging off a
power line the fire department should
be called so they can make an assess-
ment on what course of action needs
to be taken.

In accordance with downed power
lines, or trees bringing down power
lines are power outages. Power out-
ages may also be caused by severe
weather. If power goes out and a
family member is on a breathing
machine, the fire department has
portable generators that will give the
breathing machines the power they
need to continue to work.

The community should be in-
formed that the fire department also
handles wild animal removal, if the
animal is in a home. They can get to
a house a lot faster then animal con-
trol can get to there, since it is lo-
cated in Newark.

The fire department also does ani-

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING...A crowd of
friends, family and officials gathered
in Scotch Plains last Saturday morn-
ing to dedicate the memorial honoring
of late Assemblyman Alan Augustine.
Pictured adjacent, from the left, are:
former Acting Governor Donald
DiFrancesco, former State Senator
Richard Bagger and Union County
Republican Chairman Ron Frigerio.

Westfield Y Obtains Permission from Board
To Use Church Basement for Daycare Space
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With over 23 cases scheduled for
Monday evening’s monthly meeting
of the Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment, members actually voted on 17
cases as some applicants either asked
to be carried to the next meeting on

Monday, November 10, or were au-
tomatically placed there due to in-
sufficient notice.

Requesting a use variance and a
variance for a free standing sign, The
Westfield Y, sought and was granted
permission to utilize the recently
renovated basement area of the First
Baptist Church at 170 Elm Street as
additional daycare rooms for their
childcare center.

The Y, which houses their main
building on 220 Clark Street, has
been leasing a 12-room building at
the rear of the church as a daycare
facility for over 10 years.

In 2002, the daycare moved its

full-day kindergarten program to
newly renovated rooms in the base-
ment of the church, which is in a
separate building from the daycare
and is also used for the church’s
Sunday school.

According to the Y’s attorney, John
Schmidt, the Division of Youth and
Family Services (DYFS), who li-
censes the Y’s facility, recently noti-
fied the daycare that the organiza-
tion needed an “appropriate certifi-
cate of occupancy” for the use of the
two additional classrooms and
coatroom area. Each classroom holds
12 children.

In other business, Richard

Buontempo, who owns property at
726 South Avenue, was denied a
use variance for his tenant, Su-
preme Construction of Springfield,
to store contractor’s equipment and
supplies.

Neighbors Sean Coakley, John
Preston and Carmello Villanueva all
opposed Mr. Buontempo’s request.

Mr. Coakley read a prepared state-
ment, noting that the construction
company “has used the garage to
store gasoline” uses the site as “a
garbage transfer station,” and that
“more that one vehicle is stored on
the property.”

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, October 26, 2 a.m.

Orenda Circle Drainage Problem
From MS Analyzed by WF Council

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A drainage issue on Orenda Circle
was at issue during Tuesday evening’s
meeting of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil.

According to Town Engineer Ken-
neth Marsh, runoff from Mountainside
is channeled into pipes and discharged
on private property in Westfield. He
said that in order to remedy the situ-
ation, the water would have to be
contained and conveyed back to
Mountainside where it could be chan-
neled into a stream, which ends at
Echo Lake Park.

The town would need
Mountainside’s permission to do this.
The project could cost between
$105,000 and $110,000.

According to Orenda Circle resi-
dent Allen Solomon, the pipes were
installed approximately 20 years ago.
He said that prior to their installation
there was a small amount of water that
collected, but that it is worse now.

Second Ward Republican Council-
man Rafael Betancourt questioned if
the pipes are on private or public prop-
erty. He said that if it is private property
than it is an issue among neighbors.
Town Attorney Robert Cockren and
Town Administrator James Gildea
will research the matter further.

Tuesday night’s Westfield Town
Council conference session began

with a presentation of the Engineer-
ing Department’s Geographical In-
formation System (GIS), which com-
bines maps and aerial photographs
of the town allowing individual ad-
dresses to be pinpointed.

Individual property surveys, and
other information such as taxes and
property history can be attached to

WF BOE Reviews
Violence, Vandalism
Statistics for Schools

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
reviewed statistics of violence, van-
dalism, and substance abuse in the
school district at their Tuesday meet-
ing.

In the 2002-2003 school year, there
were 23 reported incidents of offenses,
“most of which occurred at the high
school,” according to Superintendent
of Schools Dr. William Foley. The
number of reported incidents rose
from 15 during the 2000-2001 school
year. Of the 23 reported incidents, all
resulted in out-of-school suspensions.

The district notified the police in
12 of those instances without filing a
complaint, and nine times where a
complaint was filed.

Dr. Foley noted that the majority

of the incidents occurred after school
during extracurricular activities.

“We do not have a lot of incidents
during the school day,” he said.

Westfield Police Officer Ron Allen
attributed the rise in incidents to an
increase in the number of pupils in
the school district.

“The numbers are going to grow as
enrollment goes up,” said Detective
Allen, who works at Westfield High
School (WHS) as a “Resource Of-
ficer.” He works towards forming a
rapport with the students in order to
help make WHS a better learning
environment.

He complimented the behavior of
WHS students, saying, “I think the
students are doing a great job with
policing themselves.”

The board heard comments from
Maureen Mazzarese, WHS Student
Assistant Counselor. She also com-

MS Resident
Asks Council

For Skate Park
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the opening of
Mountainside’s regularly scheduled
monthly council meeting a procla-
mation was read by Mayor Robert
Viglianti.

The proclamation stated that on
behalf of the Governor Livingston
Band Parents Organization and their
wish to acknowledge the musical
accomplishments of the Governor
Livingston Highlander Band that
November 16-22 be known as Band
Appreciation Week. The Band
Parent’s organization also encour-
ages all Mountainside citizens to
take interest in and give their full
support to the band and their annual
programs.

In other business, teenaged resi-
dent, Connor Norris approached the
Borough’s governing body asking
what he would have to do to get a
skate park into Mountainside.

The mayor told Mr. Norris that he
should contact other towns that have
skate parks and see what is needed
and then talk to Recreation Depart-
ment Director Sue Winans to submit
a proposal. He then noted that the
Recreation Department would dis-
cuss the proposal and then make
recommendations back to the gov-
erning body.

In other business, the Mountainside
council approved a first reading of
an ordinance fixing salary ranges for
certain municipal employees, fixing
both a minimum range and putting a
cap on over 75 Borough employees.

The resolution noted that the sal-
ary paid to each office or position for
the calendar year 2003 as established
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ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

...My clock

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

You may forget to change your clock 
on Saturday, but don’t forget about our 
costume contest. Kids can win $50 
cash for 1st or $25 for second and a 
beanie baby for third. There are 3 age 
categories:  

Last chance to bring the family in for 
our pumpkin picking, pony rides, hayrides, 
and haunted house. This weeks hours 
are Wed-Fri 3-5pm, Sat-Sun 10-5pm.

5 years & under, 6-12 years, 
and adults (age disclosure not 
required).

All Halloween Items have been 
reduced by 20-50%, so finish your 
decorating and get a great price.

You may forget to change your clock 
on Saturday, but don’t forget about our 
costume contest. Kids can win $50 
cash for 1st or $25 for second and a 
beanie baby for third. There are 3 age 
categories:  

Last chance to bring the family in for 
our pumpkin picking, pony rides, hayrides, 
and haunted house. This weeks hours 
are Wed-Fri 3-5pm, Sat-Sun 10-5pm.

All Halloween Items have been 
reduced by 20-50%, so finish your 
decorating and get a great price.

5 years & under, 6-12 years, 
and adults (age disclosure not 
required).

Costume Contest
Saturday 2pm

Costume Contest
Saturday 2pm

Last Chance
Hayrides,
Ponyrides,

Haunted House

Dakota

Williams

Don’t go
changing

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
• Saint Marks Avenue – fire alarm

malfunction.
• Linden Avenue – fire alarm mal-

function.
• Willow Grove Road – transformer fire.
• Linden Avenue – fire alarm acti-

vated accidentally.
• Mohawk Trail – fire alarm mal-

function.
• Mohawk Trail – fire alarm mal-

function.
• Grandview Avenue – electrical fire.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
• Boulevard – assisted rescue squad

in lifting patient.
• East Broad Street – firefighters ex-

tinguished a fire in the window of a
downtown business.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
• Terminal Avenue in Clark – fire

alarm malfunction.
• Poets Place – cooking fire.
• Washington Street – cooking fire.
• Terminal Avenue in Clark – fire

alarm malfunction.
• Saint Marks Avenue – fire alarm

activated accidentally.
• Burrington Gorge – carbon monox-

ide alarm malfunction.
• Tamaques Way – tree down on house.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

• Clark Street – smoke detector acti-
vated accidentally.

• Downer Street – smoke detector
activated accidentally.

• First Street – fire alarm malfunction.
• Saint Marks Avenue – fire alarm

malfunction.
• Saint Marks Avenue – fire alarm

malfunction.
• Saint Marks Avenue – secure

downed telephone wire.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

• East Broad Street – fire alarm acti-
vated accidentally.

• Boulevard – fire alarm malfunction.
• Nancy Way – tree branch hanging

on power wire.
• Dorian Road – medical emergency.
• Carleton Road – fire alarm activate

accidentally.
• North Avenue, West – automobile

accident.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

• Scudder Road – electrical fire.
• North Avenue, West – participated

in countywide terrorist drill.
• Tamaques Way – water problem.
• First Street – fire alarm malfunc-

tion.
• Warren Street – fire alarm mal-

function.
• Aberdeen Court in Cranford – struc-

ture fire.
FIRE FACTS

• If your clothes catch fire you should
stop, drop to the ground, cover your face
with your hands and roll back and forth
to smother the flames. Never run, run-
ning only fans the flames.

• If you are ever locked out of your
house, apartment, office, business, or
just can’t gain access to an individual
room you should call the Westfield Fire
Department. Last year, Westfield
firefighters responded to 55 lockouts.
Note: for vehicle lockouts you should
contact the Westfield Police Department.

BEST OF THE BANDS…The Westfield High School Marching Band won first
place in its division at the Somerville High School Competition that was held
October 4. The band swept the category, winning six trophies. Pictured, left to
right, are: Sarah Perch, Color Guard Captain; Lauren Nolan, Junior Drum
Major; Pamela Musat, Senior Drum Major, and Meaghan Fitzpatrick, Color
Guard Captain.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fire Dept.
mal rescue. If a cat falls behind a wall,
or a dog gets their head caught in some-
thing, the fire department is there to
help.

Another area the fire department is
very successful in is house lockouts,
house lock-ins, and lock removal. It
can be very difficult for the average
citizen to get back in their home if the
door is locked and they don’t have their
keys. The fire department has a very
good record for getting people back
into their homes with no damage. They
are also successful with lock-ins. Lock-
ins can happen if someone’s child acci-
dentally locks themselves in a room
and cannot unlock the door to allow the
parents back in. The fire department
can get into the room quickly to release
the child.

Another common occurrence is los-
ing the combonation, or key for a bike
lock, shed or garage. If you notify the
fire department they will assist you in
removing the lock. The fire department
calls these service calls because they
are a service to the community. The fire
department does not do lockouts of
cars, for that the Westfield Police must
be notified.

Along with service calls, the fire
department has the ability to help the
community when they have water prob-
lems. Water problems are mainly
flooded basements, which are caused
by storms, broken pipes, and sump
pump failures. The department has had
a great track record in dealing with
these problems.

The last two topics discussed were
smoke odor removal and spills. For
smoke odor removal, or odor removal
the fire department have special fans
that remove the smoke or odor quickly
from you home, apartment or business.

Spills are a common occurrence, but
certain spills can be quit serious. All
spills of flammable liquids should be
immediately recognized as serious and
the fire department should be notified
as quickly as possible. These types of
spills are extremely flammable and
could cause great injury to someone
that is not prepared to deal with them.

Westfield is a great community that
many people live in. With all these
people, problems or situations can arise.
The Westfield fire department is here
for the community to deal with these
problems and situations when they
happen. Lt. Miller affirmed, “Citizens
should never hesitate to call us, they
would be amazed at the variety of situ-
ations where we can offer assistance.”

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GROWING FAMILIES...Former Congressman Bob Franks and former
Cranford Mayor Phil Morin are all smiles as they pose with their children
during the fountain dedication in Scotch Plains last Saturday morning honoring
the late Assemblyman Alan Augustine. Pictured adjacent, from the left, are:
Mr. Franks and Mr. Morin.

He added that construction com-
pany employees have been known
“to urinate and defecate behind the
garage which poses a health risk.” He
also stated that the Department of
Health had been contacted.

Mr. Villanueva echoed the senti-
ments of Mr. Coakley, stating that he
has noted that the company employs
7 to 10 workers and that they use the
outside of the garage as a bathroom.
He added that he has seen the facility
used as a dump for garbage and that
empty containers are left with rain-
water in them, which harbor mosqui-
toes.

Mr. Preston stated that he was op-
posed to the heavy-duty construction
equipment stored there.

Mr. Buontempo stated that he did
not know about some of the problems
brought up by the neighbors, but that
he had recently paid for all of the
debris that was on the property to be
hauled away.

Adjustment Board Chairman Vince
Wilt stated that he knew that Mr.
Buontempo “was a good business-
man in town,” but that the construc-
tion business was “not the proper use
of the site.”

In other business, James Peterson
of 257 Sylvania Place was denied per-
mission to retain a shed that was re-
cently built.

Mr. Wilt said, “It looks like a kid’s
playhouse and is very close to the

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16
• Rexford Blaine, 35, of Plainfield

was arrested at Pine Grove Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was subsequently released to a re-
sponsible party.

• Robert Derczo, 23, and Kenneth
Henneberry, Jr., 23, both of Avenel,
were arrested at South and Central Av-
enues and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Both were released on their own
recognizance.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17
• Kenneth Kaus, 28, of Linden was

arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after being stopped for speed-
ing on Central Avenue. Kaus, who was
also wanted on a $57 contempt of court
warrant out of Linden, was later released
to a responsible party.

• A Fair Hill Road resident reported
that someone opened a Macy’s charge
account and made illegal purchases through
the unauthorized use of her identity.

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 20
• A Sandra Circle resident discov-

ered that someone ordered $438 worth
of furniture through fraudulent use of
her credit card.

each home file.
Mr. Gildea revealed that this year’s

audit only brought one recommendation
regarding the timing of court payments.
He stated that this year’s audit was an
improvement over last year when seven
to eight recommendations were made.

Next week, the council will consider
resolutions before to tear down single-
family homes located at 229 Delaware
Street, 678 Willow Grove Road and 1533
Rahway Avenue.

Mr. Marsh stated that none of the lots
are sub-dividable.

Fourth Ward Democrat Councilwoman
Susan Jacobson stated that she intends to
vote against the demolition of Rahway
Avenue property. She said that every
single tree was torn down on the property
before the application came in for the
demolition, skirting the tree preservation
commission review.

Councilwoman Jacobson said that she
wants to “send a message” that the builder
is “not in keeping with the way things
should be done.”

Mr. Cockren stated that, because the
house being built is conforming, the coun-
cil could not require anything of the
builder. He said that the Westfield Plan-
ning Board could condition a landscape
plan, but that the application does not
have to go before the board.

Second Ward Republican Councilman
Matthew Albano stated that the tree pres-
ervation ordinance could be tweaked so
that there is a way to apply it to teardowns.

In other business, the council discussed
the proposed James Ward project on
Prospect Street.

Mr. Ward appeared before the council
two weeks ago asking that they allow a
condition use for the property where
Statistical Research was located. He is
proposing to construct a 41-unit luxury
condominium complex for individuals
age 55 and older.

The council decided that Mr. Ward’s
planner, Peter Steck, could work with
Town Planner Blaise Brancheau to start
the process. The plans will have to be
reviewed by the planning board.

Councilman Betancourt gave his
Transportation Parking and Traffic (TPT)
Committee report saying that traffic con-
sultant Wilbur Smith has submitted its
draft report on eight sites in town. He
asked the council to review the report and
make comments.

He said that Wilbur Smith will be
brought in during November to meet
with the committee again, as well as
stake holders in the effected areas.

Mr. Betancourt also raised the issue of

parking around Westfield High School.
He said that the school board was sched-
uled to vote on the parking regulations
that night, and that the council needs to
move forward with an ordinance to cre-
ate the restrictions for alternate side of
the street parking.

First Ward Republican Councilman
Sal Caruana questioned what stage the
council is at in the development process.

Mr. Gildea explained that this is the
negotiation stage.

Mayor Gregory McDermott stated that
he would like to have the negotiating
team meet within the next two weeks. He
added that there is confusion in town on
what the council is doing. He said that the
council is going back to the plans and

“scaling down the size.”
As of January 1, 2004 the state will be

taking an additional $3 from parking
tickets for autism research. The state
currently takes $7.50 from the $13 fine.
Parking Director John Morgan will rec-
ommend an increased figure to the coun-
cil.

Councilman Betancourt also recom-
mended that the council pass a resolution
making Westfield a 25-mile-per-hour
town. The resolution would then be sent
to the county requesting that they make
all the county roads 25 miles per hour.

The council then went into closed
session to discuss teamsters contract ne-
gotiations, the Cranford Detention Ba-
sin, the Reeve House and New Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Orenda Circle Drainage Problem Connected
To Mountainside Analyzed by WF Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

mented on the behavior of WHS stu-
dents. She discussed the methods by
which the staff at WHS prevents inci-
dents from occurring.

“One of the things we try to do is catch
the fights before they happen,” she said.

Next to speak was Marie Koch, the
Student Assistant Counselor at Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools. She
discussed an initiative to stop bullying at
the intermediate level.

On Columbus Day, all teachers at the
intermediate level attended a Bully-Proof-
ing Workshop. Nationally, 15 percent of
all students at the intermediate level are
involved in bullying. Of this 15 percent,
exactly half are bullies and half are vic-
tims. The plan to be implemented in-

Violence, Vandalism Stats
Reviewed by Westfield BOE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

property line.” It was noted that the
homeowner had recently completely
renovated the entire house and made
the shed to match it. He noted that the
new footprint of the house “is larger
then the original house.”

Mr. Peterson’s neighbor, Barbara
Burko-Sinclair, who shares a back-
yard with the homeowners, stated that
she questions why the shed needed to
be there.

She stated, “The house is huge for
the lot and when I look out my win-
dow there is the shed.”

“We have turned others down for
less,” said board member Chris
Masciale.

Board Attorney Vince Loughlin
informed Mr. Peterson that he
“needed to make arrangements to
remove it.”

In addition, the board granted per-
mission for five additions, one back
porch, a screened in porch, a front
porch, a porch extension, a deck, a
conservatory, a garage and one time
extension from an existing granted
variance.

A variance was also granted for
homeowners on Seneca Place to erect
an addition after their kitchen was
destroyed in a fire on May 20. The
Collins family has had to vacate their
home due to fire damage.

The next Board of Adjustment meet-
ing is scheduled for November 10, at
7:30 p.m.

volves turning the remaining 85 percent
of the students into what Ms. Koch re-
ferred to as “the caring majority.”

Roosevelt School Principal Dr. Ken-
neth Shulack commented on the diffi-
culty of noticing consistent patterns in
bullying.

“Bullying can be remarkably different
from peer group to peer group and year to
year,” he said.

The board then heard the results of
standardized tests administered to stu-
dents in the second and fifth grades in
2002 and 2003. Tests were given in the
subjects of mathematics and language
arts.

The mathematics test was developed
by teachers in the Westfield school dis-
trict and administered in May of 2003.
Test results were presented by Dr. Regina
Kiczek, Supervisor of Math in Grades K-
8. The average score of second grade
students was 83 percent, the same as it
was in 2002.

Fifth graders saw a drop in average
score from 73 percent in 2002 to 67
percent in 2003. When asked why the
score had dropped so noticeably, Dr.
Kiczek said noted the increased diffi-
culty of the test.

“In 2003, I tried to raise the bar a little
bit,” she said.

Students in the second and fifth grades
were also tested in their proficiency in the
language arts. Students scored above 90
percent in almost every category.

Language Arts Supervisor Barbara Ball
expressed her surprise at how well stu-
dents performed on writing samples and
also complimented the teachers for fos-
tering a learning environment in which
creativity is embraced and rewarded.

She said, “Students show no hesitance
in writing creatively.”

Ms. Ball noted that there was no dis-
parity in scores based on which of the
district’s elementary schools they at-
tended.

The WHS Student Parking Policy was
brought before the board for first reading
at the meeting. A number of WHS stu-
dents were in attendance to share their
feelings on the issue.

The most pointed comments of the
night came from Garrett Cochran, a WHS
junior who was a member of the Citizen’s
Advisory Committee on Parking.

Garrett came down hard on the possi-
bility of a $100 fee for seniors to park in
the area surrounding WHS.

“The general consensus is that $100 is
too much to pay for spots that used to be
free,” he said.

He also noted that no one on the Town
Council has told anyone where the money
would be going.

“I don’t think it’s fair that the township
make a profit off of the students,” he said.
Garrett also raised the possibility of jun-
iors using any leftover spots not used by
seniors.

In response to Garrett’s comments,
Superintendent Foley said, “A fee has not
been set.” He also noted that a fee would
be set by the town, not the school board.

After wrangling with the exact word-
ing of the policy, the members of the
board approved the policy for first read-
ing unanimously. The policy will be voted
on again in one month, at which time it
will become official school district policy.

The board could not reach a similar
consensus pertaining to the regulations
of the policy, which will be reworded and
presented to the board at their Tuesday,
November 11, meeting.

Westfield Y Permitted to Use
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by the resolution should be retroactive
to January 1 of this year.

In other business a resolution was
read that the borough was appointing
Ms. Diane Maslo as Recreation Secre-
tary/Pool Bookkeeper at a combined
salary of $32,000. The appointment
was made on October 14 and Ms. Maslo
has a 90-day probationary period. In
addition the borough has appointed
Ms. Cynthia West as Violation Clerk in
the Municipal Court for an annual sal-
ary of $27,000 beginning October 6.
Ms. West also has a 90-day probation-

Borough Skate Park Requested
By Mountainside Resident
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ary period.
In other business, it was announced

that Mountainside was appointing
David Neuhaser and David Lauricella
as two new members to its Volunteer
Fire Department.

Finally, the council has approved
awarding a bid for resurfacing
Woodacres Drive, Section 2 to Jenicar
Builders Contractors Company, Inc.
for the amount of $170,142.23. In addi-
tion, the company will be making pav-
ing improvements on Birch Hill Road
and Bridle Path for the amount of
$263,987.40.

The next Mountainside Council
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, No-
vember 11 at 8p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD…Lauren
Bannworth of Westfield received the
Presidential Award at Richard Stock-
ton College of New Jersey’s annual
scholarship recognition ceremony. A
member of the freshman class, she
participates in the Mentor-Scholars
Program and the Equestrian Club.
Lauren plans to major in physical
therapy.


