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Lisa Morris
First Grade Teacher,

Tamaques Elementary School, Westfield

WF Mayor Escorts Student,
Emma Stierhoff, to School

WALK FOR SAFETY…Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott, right, joined
Jefferson Elementary School kindergartener Emma Stierhoff, center, and her
teacher, Josie Ho, in a special walk to school. The event was held in recognition
of National Walk Our Children to School Day.

WESTFIELD – Parents and chil-
dren walked to Jefferson Elementary
School in Westfield on October 8 in
recognition of National Walk Our

Children to School Day.
Parent-Teacher Organization vol-

unteers and representatives, Sue
Sullivan and Maddy LaRusso, from
Westfield’s BRAKES Group (Bikers,
Runners and Kids are Entitled to
Safety) distributed “I Walked” stick-
ers to over 300 participating students.

Each year, elementary school stu-
dents in Westfield enter a district-
wide drawing to walk to school with
the mayor. This year, Jefferson
kindergartener Emma Stierhoff was
selected and walked with Mayor
Gregory McDermott.

Meghan Clifford won a separate
drawing at Jefferson School, and
walked to her morning classes with
Principal Jeanette Munoz.

College Club to Host
College Night at SPFHS

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
sponsor “College Night” at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Thursday, October 30, at 7:30 p.m.

All juniors and seniors and their
parents are invited to attend. Repre-
sentatives from over 80 colleges and
universities will be available.

For more information, please call
(908) 889-4942.

WHS Student Favors Using
Spanish in American Ads

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

While I was watching some much
needed prime time television re-
cently, I was surprised to see a
McDonald’s commercial that used
one word, which I suspected was
“me encanta” many times. My hunch
was confirmed when at the end of the
commercial, the printed words ap-
peared.

To me, McDonald’s is like a shin-
ing golden beacon of American ide-
alism, materialism, and consumer-
ism. It probably personifies any other
“ism” that I forgot to mention. When
an American travels through Europe,
they’re sure to see a McDonald’s
nearby.

Although New York City held out
against fast food chains for a good
amount of time, Europe and the rest
of the world seems to be smitten with
our delegate of American culture.

McDonald’s decided to recognize
that there are some Americans to which
“I love it” is said in Spanish, “me
encanta.” Some would argue that this
is muddying the river of American
identity by recognizing that there is
more than one aspect of our culture,
but I think that this recognition of the
real America is refreshing.

I personally have no problem with
the influence of foreign cultures in
the United States, for what are we
except for a mishmash of cultures,

spun together to create the cultural
mosaic that is America. It is nice to
see that once in awhile Americans
aren’t so absorbed with themselves
that they can realize that Americans
come in many guises and with many
different accents.

Some people have adopted the
motto of “speak English or get out.”
I am sure they would not have been
so gung-ho about that if they were
the ones who couldn’t communi-
cate. A great many of our ancestors
were predecessors to the modern
immigrant that works his way up in
the world without speaking a word of
English.

Although it is unfortunate that many
immigrants who consider themselves
Americans are subject to the above
outlook, when an international com-
pany like McDonald’s realizes that
America is not a homogeneous place
it is like a breath of fresh air.

Maybe they are merely using lan-
guage as a marketing tool, but when
a minority group becomes a market-
ing force in America that marks the
point when they have come of age.
Finally, someone realized that the
people we call Americans defy a
singular definition.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 24
Hometown: Born in Brooklyn,

N.Y., Miss Morris lived in Staten
Island her whole life and currently
resides in Woodbridge.

Education: After graduating
Tottenville High School in Staten
Island, she decided
to focus her studies
on elementary edu-
cation at The Uni-
versity of Delaware,
where she received a
Bachelor of Science
degree in Education.
Through the
university’s elemen-
tary education pro-
gram, Miss Morris
was a student teacher
at the first grade level
and later taught spe-
cial education at the
fifth grade level. She
would like to further her education in
the future. However, she wants to
hone her skills in the classroom and
focus on her students before continu-
ing her studies.

Previous Experience: Westfield
Public Schools hired Miss Morris
directly after her graduation from
the university. She has been a teacher
at Tamaques Elementary School for
three years.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: For first graders, every new
discovery and learning experience
lights up their faces, related Miss
Morris. However, toward the second
half of the school year when she
volunteers her time in the school’s
“Early Morning Reading Club” and
“Early Morning Math Club,” she
witnesses a special kind of enlight-
enment in her students. Through these
club activities, students who have a
harder time grasping the concepts
and fundamentals involved in math-
ematics and reading work with Miss
Morris on better comprehension of
the subject matter. Also, during “jour-
nal time,” she takes time to talk with
the students about their day and the
things that are important to them,
while encouraging them and build-
ing their self-esteem.

What I Love About the School
District: Miss Morris said that grade

level teams at Tamaques help make
the school district unique in that the
teachers work together and share their
experiences about the students in
order to focus on the needs of the
individual child. Parents in the dis-
trict are especially helpful in main-
taining a strong relationship between
the classroom and the household.

While she is cur-
rently looking for a
parent or resident
who might help her
maintain her class-
room website, Miss
Morris sends a news-
letter home every
Friday to the parents,
updating them on the
activities and ac-
complishments of
each child. In addi-
tion, she lists
websites and re-
sources, which
might be useful to

family members so that the learning
experience can extend to the home.

Favorite Topic to Teach: While
she loves to teach reading, Miss
Morris especially enjoys showing her
students that there are many ways or
strategies that can be used to solve a
mathematics problem.

The Future of Education in
America: In general, she believes
the future of education is on the right
track, but she added that there is
always room for improvement. One
general program might not be suit-
able for every child, she said, which
is why she values the Westfield school
district’s emphasis on differentiated
teaching and individualizing the
needs of each student.

My Goals as an Educator: Miss
Morris strives to instill confidence
and self-esteem in every child she
instructs. She wants to see them be-
come successful throughout their
academic career because, while she
never had a specific teacher who
motivated her, she knows that the sky
is the limit for any student with the
right educator cheering them on and
motivating them to achieve their
goals.

Home Life: Engaged to Craig
Koppelman, the couple will see fire-
works when they wed on the Fourth
of July, 2004.

Lisa Morris

EVENING PICNIC…Families and teachers from Jefferson Elementary School
in Westfield enjoyed an evening of fun activities during their annual Back-to-
School Picnic.

New Playground Unveiled
At Back-to-School Picnic

WESTFIELD – The annual Back-
to-School Picnic at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield on October
2 began with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, officially presenting the new
playground to students and family
members.

Jefferson School Principal Jeanette
Munoz thanked the committee mem-
bers, parents, students and teachers
for their work in choosing the new
playground equipment, and all of the
fundraising opportunities that made
the purchases possible.

Robert Lipman, former Basic
Skills math teacher at Jefferson, was
especially thanked by Mrs. Munoz.
His financial donation initiated the
project to replace the school’s old
and outdated equipment on Summit
and Landsdowne Avenues.

Mr. Lipman retired in 2000, after
teaching for 36 years. He served for

16 years at Jefferson School.
Next, the children participated in a

variety of activities, such as pump-
kin painting, scarecrow building and
“needle in the haystack.” New ac-
tivities this year included parent-
child relay races and goldfish racing.

Teachers and families spread out
blankets on the school’s front lawns
and in the gymnasium, while enjoy-
ing a picnic dinner.

Mountainside, NJ has a

WEIGHT-LOSS
SPECIALIST

with a national reputation.*

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified, Registered, Insured

96% success-rate: lose it and keep it off
No dieting, struggling, pills, shots or surgery
Patient testimonials available upon request

AMA-approved for nearly 50 years
Only 2 or 3 private appointments needed

Call Linda for more info at 908-301-0039
or see a brochure anytime you choose at

www.IvyLeagueClinicalHypnosis.com

* People from 17 states have come to
Dr. Glassman just in the last year alone.

Halloween lovers of all ages are invited to join
The Chelsea at Fanwood for their Annual

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

PUMPKIN
PAINTING PARTY

Decorate Pumpkins, Enjoy Treats and Play Games

WHEN: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2003
TIME: 3:30 PM

WHERE: THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD
295 South Ave • Fanwood

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

R.S.V.P. to the Front Desk
by October 27, 2003
908-654-5200

Open to the Public - Please join in our Halloween celebration! Everyone is welcome.

REFRESHMENTS
WILL BE SERVED

The Chelsea at Fanwood is pleased to host a
Free Community Workshop

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

“DOUGHNUTS
FOR DOUGHBOYS”

A Salvation Army Lassie in Neuvilly
Come listen to an American Salvation Army Volunteer, “A Lassie”, describe her
experiences out on the battlefields of France in 1918. Whether frying up doughnuts
or mending uniforms, these women became the darlings of the doughboys.

WHEN: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2003
TIME: 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

WHERE: THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD
295 South Ave • Fanwood • 908-654-5200

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

R.S.V.P.
908-654-5200

Refreshments and Doughnuts will be served.

SPFHS DECA Students
To Hold Canister Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains- Scotch Plains Fanwood
High School’s (SPFHS) DECA
chapter will be holding a canister
drive on Saturday October 25, and
Sunday October 26.

DECA member Nicholas Bruno
is coordinating the effort. DECA
members will be standing outside
Scotch Plain’s and Fanwood’s lo-
cal retailers such as Quick-Chek,
Dunkin’ Donuts, and A&P.

The monies raised from this ef-
fort is used to fund charitable events

such as a Halloween party, a Thanks-
giving dinner, and a Christmas party
for the needy families in the area.

SPFHS DECA works in con-
junction with the Interfaith Coun-
cil on the Homeless in several of
these events.

To make a contribution, please
look for DECA members standing
outside local retail stores during
the weekend of October 25. Con-
tributions will also be accepted at
the main office at SPFHS during
normal business hours.

Colville-McGu Named
To Summer Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Northeastern
University in Boston, Mass. has re-
ported that Scotch Plains resident
Kaitlen Colville-McGu, a manage-
ment/marketing major, was named
to the University’s dean’s list for the
summer quarter 2003, which ended
in September.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

GUARANTEE SUCCESS IN SCHOOL
With One-on-One Tutoring In Your Home!

FIRST SESSION
FREE!

One coupon per new customer only. Not to be combined with any other offer.
888-464-7199

www.clubztutoring.com

OUR AVERAGE STUDENT IMPROVES 
2 LETTER GRADES IN 90 DAYS!*

*Based on the Club Z! Jump Start Program results.

• All Subjects • Grades Pre-K To Adult 
• Algebra • Calculus • Geometry • Chemistry 

• Physics • Biology • English Composition 
• Writing • SAT/ACT Prep • Foreign Languages 

• Study Skills • Affordable Rates • LD/ADD 
• Certified Teachers • Year-Round Flexible Schedules

CLUB Z! IN-HOME TUTORING OPENS FOR BUSINESS
IN WESTFIELD / SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD AREA

Club Z! now offers a unique option for parents of
students who are struggling  in school- one-on-one tutoring
provided at home by qualified teachers at affordable rates.

Club Z! In-Home Tutoring Services, the nation’s fast-
est growing in-home tutoring company, has opened a branch
in the Westfield / Scotch Plains-Fanwood area.  Club Z! pro-
vides high quality, individualized tutoring to students in the
security of their own home, at times convenient to parents.

According to Raymond Jannelli, owner of the new
Club Z!, “Tutoring is performed in the student’s home in or-
der to provide as comfortable and non-competitive setting
as possible.  In-home tutoring eliminates the pressure and
embarrassment of the classroom setting and allows each
student  to focus on the lesson at hand.”

“Club Z! reaches students more quickly and effec-
tively,” according to Jannelli, “because tutors give students
the individual attention they need, making each child more
comfortable, more eager to learn, and more confident.”  Tu-
tors are state certified teachers or degreed professionals,
and instruction follows the same curriculum as being taught
in the student’s classroom.

Parents also benefit because of the convenience of
in-home tutoring, according to Jannelli.  Club Z! tutors have
flexible schedules and can accommodate working parents.
Most tutoring is performed after normal business hours, and
on weekends. Parents are not pressed for time by having to
provide transportation for their child to and from an outside
location in order to get their child needed tutoring.  Club Z!
does not require long-term contracts.  Parents can end tu-
toring at any time.

Find out more about the Westfield area Club Z! by
calling (888) 464-7199, or by visiting the Club Z! website at
www.clubztutoring.com.
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