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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

A BLESSING FOR ROSIE…Ruth Villa’s Jack Russell terrier, Rosie, is blessed
by the Reverend Edward H. Carll, Senior Pastor, during the annual Blessing of
the Animals service October 4 at the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. The service took place inside the church vestibule due to rain. After
every pet was blessed and given a special certificate, the animals and their
owners enjoyed snacks and refreshments.

First Baptist Announces Party,
Book Discussion, Bible Study

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has posted the dates for
several upcoming activities at the
church, two of which will take place
this weekend.

This Saturday, October 25, the
Women’s Book Club will discuss
“Welcome to the World, Baby Girl!”

By Letting Go, We Allow God
To Provide Us With Answers

By PASTOR KEVIN BRENNAN

Because we live, as they say, in a
very litigious society, manufacturers
have put detailed warning labels on
everything in sight. For example,
there was this warning label on the
back of a pair of shin pads, the kind
baseball catchers use: “Warning —
shin pads cannot protect any part of
the body they do not cover.”

Or there was this one seen on a
public toilet: “Warning — recycled
flush water unsafe for drinking.” On
an electric router there was this warn-
ing: “Warning — this product is not
for use as a dental drill.” Finally, there
was this label found on a novelty rock
garden set: “Warning — eating rocks
may lead to broken teeth.”

Why do they put these labels on
things? After all, common sense tells
you not to eat rocks. The reason these
labels are there is somebody, some-
where actually used some of these
products in this manner! I wonder if
human beings came with a warning
label, what might it say?

Well, one of them might be, “Warn-
ing — a human being who never lets
go will not have the open hands to
receive back.”

The book of Exodus tells a power-
ful story about letting go. The Pha-
raoh who ruled over Egypt at that
time feared two things. First, that the
Jews who were enslaved in Egypt
had grown to such large numbers
that they might join with an enemy in
a time of war to fight against them.
Or, secondly, that the Jewish slaves
just might leave the land, throwing
Egypt into an economic tailspin.

To keep them from growing any
more numerous, Pharaoh com-
manded that every Jewish baby boy
was to be killed at birth by throwing
them into the Nile. This leads us to
one Jewish couple in particular. Their
names were Amram and Jochebed.
They were among those upon whose
backs the glory of Egypt was built.

One day Jochebed came to Amram
and informed him that she was preg-
nant. On the day of the delivery, it
turned out to be a boy. When Moses’
mother took one look at him, she
knew it was love at first sight.
Jochebed decided she had to hide
Moses from everyone.

How difficult do you think that
was? Babies have only one language
— wailing! Now, how do you keep a
baby from crying? Hebrews 11:23
tells us, “By faith Moses, when he
was born, was hidden for three months
by his parents.”

Faith enables us to do the things
thought impossible, including keep-
ing a newborn hidden for three
months! If they were caught hiding
Moses, it could have meant their own
death and the death of their other two
children. By the end of three months,
there were too many close calls, and
they had to come up with a plan.

Can you imagine the conversations
Moses’ parents had? I am sure one
phrase kept getting repeated. “What-
ever we do, we are not putting this baby
in the Nile.” Well one day, Jochebed
came to Amram and said, “I’ve got it!
I have a plan!” “What is it?,” Amram
replied. “Let’s put Moses in the Nile!”

And Amram just shook his head
and muttered something about trying
to understand women. Her plan in-
volved putting Moses in the Nile all
right, but not exactly as Pharaoh in-
tended. She gathered a bundle of the
reeds from the bank of the Nile and
made a basket large enough to com-
fortably hold a three-month-old baby.

The word in Hebrew here for bas-
ket is the same word used for “ark,”
as in Noah’s ark. She was making a
vessel designed for the water. I think
we can safely assume that there was
never a basket weaved as carefully as
this one. Once the basket was fin-
ished, she smeared tar all around it.
The tar would do two things. First of
all, it would waterproof the basket.
Secondly, it would prevent the baby’s
human scent from escaping, and
thereby keep the crocodiles and other
wild animals away.

When Jochebed placed her baby in
that basket, she was putting her life
in it as well. Instead of running from
the thought of the Nile, instead of
fearing, Jochebed placed her baby
right in it, and in so doing was plac-
ing him in the hands of God. She
took him to the brink of death and let
him go into the hands of God.

The man sent by God to deliver His
people from their slavery, was him-
self delivered from death when some-
one let go. It’s only when we are
willing to get things out of our hands,
that they can be placed in God’s hands.
When Pharaoh’s daughter went down
to the river to bathe, she discovered
the basket and the child inside.

Miriam, Moses’ sister, offered to
get a woman to nurse the child.
Jochebed wound up nursing and rais-
ing her son in the very palace that
threatened to destroy him. It’s amaz-
ing what can happen when we let go,
and let God do His work.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Brennan serves as Pas-

tor of the Evangel Church, located at
1251 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Holy Trinity Reveals
‘Harvest Hoe Down’
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
will host a “Harvest Hoe Down” on
Saturday, November 15, from 7:30
to 11 p.m. for those 21 and older.

A professional caller will lead and
instruct a variety of dances in the school
gymnasium. Light refreshments, in-
cluding beer and wine, are included in
the $10 per person ticket price.

Reservations may be made by send-
ing a check, payable to Holy Trinity
Church, to 300 First Street, Westfield
07090.

Anointing of the Sick
Scheduled at St. Bart’s
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains,
will offer the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick at a noon Mass
this Sunday, October 26, at the
church.

Access to the church is facilitated
by an elevator located to the right as
individuals enter the front door. Those
requiring transportation to and from
the Mass may make arrangements by
calling the Rectory at (908) 322-
5192.

There will be light refreshments
and fellowship in the Narthex at the
conclusion of the Mass.

Westfield Church to Offer
Series On Grief Recovery

Terrill Road Baptist
Announces Fall Fest

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill
Road Baptist Church, located at 1340
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains, will
present its annual Fall Fest on Fri-
day, October 31, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Children of all ages are welcome
to wear their Halloween costumes
and to enjoy crafts, games, snacks
and candy. Participants are asked to
refrain from wearing scary costumes.

There is no charge to attend. For
further information, please call the
church at (908) 322-7151.

St. Bart’s Rosarians
To Meet November 3
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Society will
hold its next meeting on Monday,
November 3. The meeting will fol-
low the 7:30 p.m. Mass at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Plans for the Christmas program,
donations and refreshments will be
discussed. The meeting is open to all
women of the parish and guests are
welcome.

The group will meet in the church
lounge at 10 a.m. for two hours of
discussion and fellowship.

Bette Savage will lead the discus-
sion and Sandra Brown will provide
refreshments. The group is open to
newcomers, whether or not they have
read the book.

On Sunday, October 26, the church
will host a costume party for youth
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Attendees are
invited to bring along candy or des-
sert to share.

On Tuesday, October 28, the Rev-
erend Louis Ruprecht, Minister of
Adult Education, will begin a Bible
study of the Gospel of John. Partici-
pants will meet in the church lounge
from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. The sessions
are open to all, and no prior knowl-
edge of the Bible is required.

For more information about any of
these activities, please call (908) 233-
2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church, located at 125
Elmer Street, will sponsor a six-
week Grief Recovery workshop be-
ginning November 4.

The sessions will be held every
Tuesday from 10 to 11:30 a.m. They
are open to the public and the church
is wheelchair accessible.

Carol Burner, a certified grief re-
covery specialist, will present the
program. Ms. Burner, who lost a
daughter herself, has provided indi-
vidual and group counseling to cli-
ents in both the corporate and private
sectors for the past eight years. She

holds a master’s degree in counsel-
ing from Seton Hall University.

The Grief Recovery workshop fee
is $140 for the entire six sessions.
Members of the First Congregational
Church may attend at no charge. All
are welcome.

For additional information or to
register, please call the church at
(908) 233-2494 or Ms. Burner at
(732) 562-8565.

Christopher Academy - Christopher Academy - a Montessori school  
Joyous Education for 40 Years 

 

 

 
2 ½ years through First Grade         Half and Full-Day Programs         Summer Camp   

Montessori Teacher Education 
 

Accredited by the National Academy for the Education of Young Children 
Affiliated with the National Center for Montessori Education 

Accredited Teacher Education by the Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education 

 

“The education of even a very small child does not aim at preparing him for school, but for 

Life”
 

510 Hillcrest Avenue                  1390 Terrill Road 
Westfield, NJ                             Scotch Plains, NJ  
908-233-7447         908-322-4652 
                www.christopheracademy.org                                                   NAEYC Accredited     NCME Affiliated  
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Your Environmental Headquarters

• Vacuums
• Central Vacuum Systems
• Sewing Machines
• Outdoor Power Equipment
• Janitorial Supplies
• Air & Water Purification Equipment
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SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

Residential or Commercial

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER ST.     WESTFIELD
908.232.5723

Closed Wednesday and Sunday
www.etpetersen.com

• Save Time
• Move Leaves Fast
• 201 MPH + 625 CFM

The Single Most
Powerful Blower
In The Business!

Period!

ON SALE

NOW!

ECHO

PB-750

BACKPACK BLOWER

St. John’s Baptist Slates
Men’s Day, Fall Revival
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,

October 26, St. John’s Baptist Church,
located at 2387 Morse Avenue in
Scotch Plains, will hold its Annual
Men’s Day Service at 10 a.m.

The guest speaker will be the Rev-
erend Lester Taylor from the Com-
munity Baptist Church in Englewood.

From Monday through Wednes-
day, October 27 to 29, Reverend
Lester will conduct the Fall Revival
at St. John’s Baptist, which will be-
gin each evening at 7:30 p.m.

The public is invited to attend all
services. For more information,
please call (908) 232-6972.

Health Fair on Saturday
Open to Area Residents

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Regional Health Department will
host a health fair this Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, from 8:30 a.m. to noon at
Roselle Park High School, located at
185 West Webster Avenue in Roselle
Park.

The fair will be open to residents
of towns served by the department.
They include Westfield,
Mountainside, Fanwood, Garwood,
Roselle Park and Springfield.

The following free services will be

offered: Influenza vaccination, dia-
betes/blood sugar screening, pulmo-
nary function testing, body fat analy-
sis, chiropractic screenings, blood
lead testing and blood pressure
screening.

Numerous blood tests will addi-
tionally be offered that day. They
require pre-registration and a small
fee. Registration must be done by
noon tomorrow, Friday, October 24.
For more information, please call
(908) 789-4070.

      

   


