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MR. AND MRS. CHRISTOPHER JON PUCCI
(She is the former Ms. Marisa Cristina Pecore )

Ms. Marisa Cristina Pecore
Weds Christopher Jon Pucci

Ms. Marie A. Losavio and John J. Scolavino

Ms. Marie A. Losavio
To Wed John J. Scolavino

Ms. Marisa Cristina Pecore, the
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Victor Pecore
of Westfield, was married on Satur-
day, July 19, to Christopher Jon Pucci.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Pucci of Chatham.

The ceremony was held at St.
Patrick’s Church in Chatham, with the
Reverend Ronald Amandolare offici-
ating. A reception followed at the
Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride had her sister, Ms. Joanna
Pecore, as her maid of honor. Jason
Pucci, the brother of the bridegroom,
was best man.

Serving as ushers were Michael
Foncannon and the bride’s brothers,
Joseph Pecore, Victor Pecore and

John Pecore.
Miss Alexis Pecore, Miss Jenna

Pecore, Miss Christina Pecore and
Miss Erica Pecore, all nieces of the
bride, were flower girls.

The readers were Mrs. Barbara Dorr
and Russell Kurlak, longtime friends
of the bride and the bridegroom, re-
spectively.

Mrs. Tomi Pecore and Mrs. Patricia
Pecore, sisters-in-law of the bride,
acted as church hostesses.

The bride is a fourth-grade teacher
at Evergreen Elementary School in
Scotch Plains, while the bridegroom
is co-owner of Identity Marketing, a
publishing company that caters to the
promotional products industry.

The couple resides in Chatham.

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Losavio of
Scotch Plains have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms. Marie
Amanda Losavio, to John Joseph
Scolavino. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Scolavino of Bridgewater.

The bride-elect graduated from
Union Catholic Regional High
School in Scotch Plains in 1997 and
received an Associate of Arts degree
in Communications from Union
County College in 2002.

She is currently in her senior year
at Seton Hall University in South
Orange and is employed by Victoria’s
Secret in Westfield.

The future bridegroom graduated
from Hunterdon Central Regional High
School in 1994 and received an Asso-
ciate of Science degree in Business
from Union County College in 2002.

He currently is a senior at Montclair
State University in Upper Montclair
and is employed by the Timberland
Company in Short Hills.

The couple plans to marry in June
of 2005 at St. Bartholomew the

Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains, with the reception to
follow at the Pleasantdale Chateau
in West Orange.

Gadabout Group Plans Tour
Of Duke Estate Next Month
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Seniors Gadabout
Group will take a trip to the Doris
Duke Estate in Hillsborough on Sun-
day, November 9.

Participants will depart by bus
from the Echo Plaza in Mountainside
at 8:30 a.m. and return in the late
afternoon. The trip will include lunch
at the Manor.

The park tour will include a scenic
drive through the Duke Estate prop-
erty to view the historic buildings,

lakes, meadows, ornamental foun-
tains, woodlands, bridges and water-
falls. An overview of the Duke fam-
ily history will be provided as well.

The gardens feature an array of 11
greenhouses, each with its own
theme. English, French, Italian,
Japanese, American desert and tropi-
cal jungle styles are represented.

For information or reservations,
please call Loretta at (908) 232-
1404. Reservations must be made
by Thursday, October 30.

Basses Welcome
Patrick Joseph

Christina and Craig Bass of Westfield
have announced the birth of their fourth
child, Patrick Joseph Bass, on Monday,
August 18, at 10:41 a.m. at St. Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston.

Patrick weighed 8 pounds and 11
ounces and measured 20¼ inches in
length at birth.

He joins his brother, Ryan, 5½,
and his sisters, Cameron, 3½, and
Hannah, almost 2.

Patrick’s maternal grandparents are
Thomas and Marie Kenney of Ocean
Township.

His paternal grandparents are Rob
and Irma Bass of Manchester.

Esther Bass of Delray Beach, Fla.
is the baby’s great-grandmother.

 

 Would you like to reduce  
    your credit card debt? 
 

If your answer is YES, a personal budget can help you save more  
money to reduce and eventually eliminate credit card and other types 
of debt.  A budget can also improve your allocation of savings to help 
you stay out of debt.  To see how easy it is to implement a personalized 
household budget, call or e-mail me to arrange for a FREE initial 
consultation in your home. 
 

Mitchell Sandak                            
                                     

                       Sandak Budgetary Systems 
                       Personal Budgetary & Financial Planning                           908.317.9845             mksandak_sBs@msn.com 
 

SSBBSS  

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Happy 30th Anniversary
beautiful things

3 days only: October 23, 24, 25

30% off
with purchase of $50 or more

(excludes cards, special orders & sale items)
refreshments: Saturday, October 25

beautiful things
1838 East Second St., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(M T W F 11-5:30pm. TH 11-7, S 10-5 (908) 322-1817

Letters to the Editor
Club ’43 Thanks Those Who

Helped With Breast Cancer Walk
When Club ’43, a group of Westfield

women celebrating their 60th birthdays
this year, decided to hold a walk 60 times
around the Mindowaskin bandstand, we
hoped to raise about $5,000 for breast
cancer research.

We had fun planning the event and
getting support from friends and rela-
tives. In the end, we raised more than
$14,000, with donations still coming in
to the Susan Komen Foundation, in honor
of four members who are breast cancer
survivors.

We wish to thank Taylor and Love,
Coldwell Banker, The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, Trader Joe’s, Wil-
liam Paterson University, and BP Castrol
North America for their assistance, and
acknowledge the close to 300 individual
donors to our cause.

At age 60, our members are truly
enjoying life and doing interesting things.

In fact, a News 12 show, Defying Age,
focuses on Club ’43. The show will be
aired this Saturday, October 25, on Chan-
nel 62, at 8 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m.,
and 6:30 p.m., as well as at several times
the following day.

In our quest to mark milestone birth-
days, we already are thinking about a
perfect way to celebrate our 70th natal
days! We will spend the coming decade
getting ready for another unique event!

Tina Lesher
President, Club ’43

Westfield

Resident Seeks ‘Definition’ Of Council
Process to Maximize Understanding

Mrs. Howell to be Honored
On Retirement From WCC

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Center will honor its
long-time Executive Director,
Ernestine Howell, who will retire on
Friday, October 31, af-
ter 34 years.

She will be feted that
evening at a retirement
dinner tribute at The
Westwood in Garwood.
Doors will open at 8
p.m. and tickets are $40.

Mrs. Howell served
with the center from
1957 to 1969 and again
from 1981 to the
present. She began as
assistant director to her
mentor, the late Rever-
end Leroy Scurry, who
was then Executive Director. During
her tenure, she was also program
director and has been Executive Di-
rector of the center since 1988.

She was recently honored by the
Roselle chapter of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of

Colored People for a “lifetime of
community service.”

Mrs. Howell fondly reflected last
week on “the so many wonderful chil-

dren who came to the
center in my early days,
who now come back as
grandparents. Maintain-
ing the level of staffing
and services that we have
maintained for so long.”

She also noted “the
consistent support that
we’ve received as an
agency from the United
Fund of Westfield, the
Westfield Foundation
and the Union County
Division of Planning and
Community Develop-

ment, which shows the level of respect
and appreciation for us and all the
services we provide.”

For more information about the
tribute dinner, please call the
Westfield Community Center at (908)
232-4759.

Ernestine Howell

Parking Decks Prompt
Resident to Question

Westfield Government
The parking deck has prompted me to

ask a few questions of the Westfield
government.

Last week’s “Letters to the Editor”
had one very interesting letter offering
an alternative to the building of any
decks, let alone residential spaces. The
suggestion was to use a shuttle between
“non-used” parking lots that are located
outside the downtown area and the vi-
brant downtown. Sounds good to me.

I know for a fact that several years ago
many alternatives had been brought in
front of the mayor. Why haven’t any of
the alternatives been investigated? Why
are these decks on the fast track? Why do
I think this entire building project should
be investigated by an outside source?

Doesn’t it make sense to try ideas that
will not disrupt the very fragile fabric that
we call Westfield? The town most of us
have moved to because we like the way it
is. We want our families to live and grow
to enjoy the small town qualities.

The only reason I can think of for the
council not to explore alternatives is
these different ideas are not what they
want for Westfield. These ideas might
cause the administration to perform their
functions out in the open. Not in the back
rooms.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

I am writing as a 27-year Westfield
resident and past officer of three com-
munity organizations, to request that the
mayor and town council take two imme-
diate steps to help minimize disillusion-
ment and maximize common understand-
ing during redevelopment proceedings.

I am making this request, after attend-
ing countless redevelopment meetings
and realizing that, much like the parent
that attempts to assemble a high tech toy
on Christmas Eve, one generally can’t
always understand the process without
having a “written set of instructions”.
These “instructions” are the equivalent
of fundamental planning tools used in
business to “define and manage” the
planning process.

I am not aware that such a critical
planning document exists or has been
disseminated to Westfield residents (so
they can follow along). It seems both
logical and imperative that this item be
made available to all. Therefore, the
purpose of this letter is to respectfully
request that the mayor and council pre-
pare such a document and disseminate it
to all Westfield residents.

To help the council and mayor pre-

pare such a document (and to help maxi-
mize common understanding), I’d like
to suggest the use of a standard “tem-
plate.” This planning template is readily
used within the public and private sec-
tors and is comprised of a few discreet
steps, which are performed sequentially.
These steps normally include such fac-
tors as project objective(s), planning
premises, and critical business require-
ments; they also include a list of various
feasibility tests that are used to study
financial, legal, social, cultural, and
safety areas etc. Lastly, the list of critical
success (or failure) factors (for a project)
represent the most common last step
used in the template.

The focus of this last step is to provide
a “disciplined and unemotional” test to
measure whether original planning pre-
mises and business requirements can be
met after studying the results of the feasi-
bility research. Technical specifications
etc. are almost always performed after
the above series of tests are completed.

In summary, the residents of Westfield
are passionate about their town. They
express that passion through their tire-
less efforts and support of the public and
private institutions in the community.
They are also clear thinkers and intelli-
gent, and know when something or some-
one appears to be unfairly threatening
the things that they hold dear. When that
happens, town meetings get crowded
and citizens start demanding answers.

The focus of my request is to help
define and communicate some of those
answers, so that all Westfielders can
maximize their common understanding
and minimize disillusionment during
their participation in redevelopment and
other proceedings.

Roger Sullivan
Westfield


