
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 23, 2003 Page 3

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

D o n ’ t  p a v e  p a r a d i s eD o n ’ t  p a v e  p a r a d i s eD o n ’ t  p a v e  p a r a d i s eD o n ’ t  p a v e  p a r a d i s eD o n ’ t  p a v e  p a r a d i s e And Put Up A Parking Lot!!

N o w  I t ’ s  O u r  T u r n ! !N o w  I t ’ s  O u r  T u r n ! !N o w  I t ’ s  O u r  T u r n ! !N o w  I t ’ s  O u r  T u r n ! !N o w  I t ’ s  O u r  T u r n ! ! C o m e  O u t  &  B e  H e a r d ! !C o m e  O u t  &  B e  H e a r d ! !C o m e  O u t  &  B e  H e a r d ! !C o m e  O u t  &  B e  H e a r d ! !C o m e  O u t  &  B e  H e a r d ! !

On October 27 & 28, the area residents will
present their experts and witnesses to show
that the Temple Emanu-El ’s proposed 150
car parking lot on East Broad Street, which
is bigger than the Drug Fair lot, does not
belong in a residential neighborhood!

Please participate in the Zoning Board
meetings on October 27 & 28 at 7:00
p.m. in the Municipal Building! And say
NO to overdevelopment!

www.WestfieldUnite.com

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Campaign Release David Haas, Westfield Council Third Ward

Councilman Haas Explains
His Stance on Town Issues

WESTFIELD -- Many issues we are
facing require balancing investment and
over-development. I spent six years on
the board of adjustment maintaining our
small-town character. I wrote the only
annual report issued by the board during
that time. It called for changes to en-
courage front porches, which were passed
into law.

I currently serve on the planning board
and the council committee the passes the
zoning laws. I have a good perspective
on these issues. An example is my ear-
lier release calling for specific revisions
to limit the explosion of tear-downs fol-
lowed by over-built houses.

Financial stewardship is among the most
important roles of a councilman. I was the
only council-member to speak against the
amount of this year’s tax increase. We
need to change our budget process so that
we let the amount of tax revenue we expect
to receive and not what we’d like to spend
determine our budget.

A priority needs to be given to the
safety of pedestrians and drivers. We
need to emphasize the importance of
filling potholes and calming traffic to
maintain our quality of life.

The redevelopment project is a big deci-
sion for the town. We are going to borrow
close to $1,000 per person, significantly
expand the retail space in town, and add
new residential units. We owe it to the
residents to ask their views in a referendum.

I work in a bi-partisan manner. I was

appointed and re-appointed to the board
of adjustments by the Republican ma-
jority council, despite my being a Demo-
crat. I know that my colleagues on the
council have good motives. I believe
that my presence on the council has
made a difference in the tenor and tone
of our working relationship.

Involvement makes a group of people
into a community. I’ve helped coach my
children’s sports teams, taught Sunday
school, served on Mayor Jardim’s ex-
penditure review board and the Board of
Adjustment. Now, I am serving on the
town council. I have an engineer’s way
of looking at problems, which I believe
provides a valuable perspective to the
council.

I am running for election to the council
out of a concern for the community, a
desire to see my children’s hometown be a
place they can always point to with pride
and out of a sense of debt to those that have
left this community for me to live in.

I hope that you’ll consider giving me
your vote and allow me to continue to
represent you.

Campaign Release Susan Jacobson, Westfield Council Fourth Ward

Stop The Speeding,
We Want Safe Streets

WESTFIELD -- Westfield needs to find
a way to make our streets safe. We must
stop the speeding on our main streets and
especially on our side streets where our
children play.

At a recent Traffic, Parking and Trans-
portation Committee meeting, it was sug-
gested we look at areas of county roads with
35 mph speed limits which run through
Westfield. Susan Jacobson, candidate for
re-election to the Fourth Ward, and mem-
ber of the TPT Committee, proposed that
council pass a resolution requesting the
county to lower all these 35 mph roads to 25
mph. “Even though there are only about 10
miles of county roads in Westfield, this will
show our residents we are serious about
stopping the speeding on our streets and
roads”, Jacobson urged. She continued by
saying, “We need to send a strong message
to everyone.”

Over a year ago, Mrs. Jacobson asked the
council to pass a resolution to lower the
speed limit on the area of West Broad Street
where it changes from 25 to 35 mph. This
section of the road is less than one block
from McKinley School. It also passes the
Westfield Community Center which houses
day care programs and programs for senior
citizens. A little further down West Broad is
the entrance to the Municipal Pool and yet
this 35 mph speed limit continues.

Mrs. Jacobson is pleased the council

passed the resolution, but disappointed that
the county has yet to take action.

Mrs. Jacobson believes we need to be
more proactive and aggressive in working
with the county. Over 20 percent of our
Westfield property taxes go to the county.
“We need their cooperation and assistance
to stop the speeding in our town,” she stated.

Campaign Release James Foerst, Westfield Town Council Fourth Ward

James Foerst Introduces
Innovative Traffic Safety Plan
WESTFIELD -- With the safety of

pedestrians and children in mind, Fourth
Ward Westfield Town Council Candi-
date James Foerst has outlined an inno-
vative, three-part traffic safety plan to
protect Westfield citizens from fast traf-
fic and dangerous intersections.

Mr. Foerst said the town council should
form a “citizens’ traffic council” to pri-
oritize hazardous streets, institute a for-
mal program of community policing and
explore enhanced technology to aid the
ongoing safety efforts of the police de-
partment.

“The Westfield Town Council has a
duty to ensure the safety of our citizens.
We can’t wait to react to tragedies. As a
Westfield Town Councilman, I will take
a proactive approach to traffic safety,”
said Foerst. “By working together with
the police and the community, our Town
Council can take a fresh look at the
problem and bring new ideas and solu-
tions to the table.”

With the input from the police, the
BRAKES committees and other citizens
from around town, Mr. Foerst intends to
prioritize street improvements based on
various criteria including proximity to
schools, recreation facilities and houses
of worship, the frequency of accidents
and the level of use.

“By forming a ‘citizens’ traffic coun-
cil’ the police and the town council will
have better input from the residents to

determine how best to correct the great-
est hazards,” noted Mr. Foerst.

Mr. Foerst also supports the concept
of “community policing” to slow traffic
and save lives. “By having the commu-
nity police themselves, all residents will
develop a better respect for their neigh-
bors,” he said. “Also, this gives our
citizens a sense of empowerment and the
real ability to take action to protect their
own neighborhoods and families from
dangerous traffic conditions.”

Finally, Mr. Foerst said the Town
Council should install permanent radar
stations which track the speed of ap-
proaching vehicles and display it on a
screen. Instead of one single mobile
radar cart towed around town, Mr. Foerst
said the town should install permanent
systems that have the potential to photo-
graph a speeding vehicle. A warning or
a ticket, if appropriate, could then be
sent to speeders caught on camera.

“This system would enhance our
present police force by providing addi-
tional sets of eyes on our most dangerous
streets,” said Mr. Foerst. “We must make
our streets safe for our citizens, particu-
larly in the areas where our citizens walk,
go to school, play and worship. When it
comes to safety, we have an obligation to
be proactive rather than reactive.”

If you would like more information
about Mr. Foerst, please log on to
www.jamesmfoerst.net.

Campaign Release Maureen Rothfelder, WF Council First Ward

Rothfelder Calls for Traffic
Safety Improvements in WF

DEM Freeholder Campaign Release

Incumbent Freeholders
Support Runnells Hospital

COUNTY -- Union County Democrat
Freeholder candidates Deborah Scanlon,
Alexander Mirabella and Chester Holmes
pledged to continue their commitment
for Runnells Hospital.

Runnells is currently the state’s pre-
mier county-run specialized hospital
achieving high report card reviews from
the New Jersey Department of Health.
The hospital, located in Berkeley
Heights, is a state-of-the art facility
opened in 1990.

The Democrat Freeholders fully
funded and expanded Runnells Special-
ized Hospital.

“We’re proud of Runnells and we
stand behind it,” said Mrs. Scanlon, who
served as the Freeholder Board  liaison
to the hospital for the past few years.
“There are some things that you cannot
calculate in terms of financial cost, and
health care for our residents is one,” she
said. “We’re not in the business of mak-
ing money off of our patients who des-
perately need health care and cancer
care.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, who
is the current liaison, said, “As humans
in a civilized society, we have a moral
obligation to provide this type of health
care to our residents who need it. I am
proud to support Runnells.”

Freeholder Chester Holmes said he
has spoken with many Union County
residents who have used Runnells,
and have complimented the high qual-
ity of personalized care they received.
Mr. Holmes said, “the quality health
care we provide at Runnells is second
to none.”

In another area, Mrs. Scanlon noted
the Freeholder Board has continued to
provide healthcare to those who need it
most by providing a new prescription
drug program for seniors and the dis-
abled this year. “This is another example
of the innovative government that you
can expect from Democrats,” Mrs.
Scanlon said,

Union County residents who are 55 years
of age or older, as well as qualified residents
of any age, will be eligible for discounted
prescription drugs under the program.

Discounts can range from 20-50 per-
cent depending on the prescription’s clas-
sification as either a brand name drug or
its generic equivalent.

WESTFIELD – One of Westfield’s
best qualities is that it is a walking town,
where great stores, parks, restaurants
and the Rialto Theatre are easily acces-
sible, and local events like FestiFall and
the Jazz Concert series encourage people
to mix and mingle in town. That quality
is one of the main reasons I moved here.
But the increase in traffic, uncivilized
driver behavior and insufficient enforce-
ment of traffic laws threatens our quality
of life every day.

I am particularly concerned about
pedestrian safety, since one of my kids
was almost hit six times last year. Some-
thing is seriously wrong when a middle
school student cannot walk for 10 min-
utes without risking serious bodily in-
jury. My neighbors are equally frus-
trated trying to cross Mountain Avenue
and North Avenue. We can and must do
a better job to insure the safety of school
children and other pedestrians. First,
we need to clearly mark all school cross-
ing walkways along the entire route to
schools, not just crosswalks at schools.
We need to ticket drivers who don’t
stop for school children and other pe-
destrians, since it is against the law to
NOT stop for pedestrians in crosswalks.
We need to support legislation like A-

3881, which creates penalties for fail-
ure to stop at the direction of crossing
guards. Finally, we need to take respon-
sibility as individuals to drive responsi-
bly: Drive like you live here. Stop for
every pedestrian as if they were your
child, your parent or your neighbor -
because they are.

We also need to study the current
traffic pattern in town and come up with
a comprehensive plan for traffic control.
We need to install traffic calming de-
vices and re-engineer roads to get driv-
ers to slow down on busy roads and stop
at dangerous intersections. We need to
better enforce laws on speeding, unsafe
driving and similar laws. Too many driv-
ers drive down Lawrence Avenue and
Mountain Avenue as if it’s an extension
of Route 22 – they need to be reminded
that once they’re in Westfield, they’re in
a residential neighborhood. Police should
make their presence known and enforce
traffic laws with the same level of zeal
they apply to parking enforcement.
People don’t speed on the Boulevard in
Kenilworth – or in most of Connecticut
– because they know the police are out
and will ticket. Westfield should de-
velop the same reputation as a town that
strictly enforces the law.

SPEAKING SAFETY...Fourth Ward Town Council candidate James Foerst
speaks with Westfield resident Karen Mermer about his traffic safety plan.

CSH Party to Celebrate
Kohl’s $270,000 Gift
MOUNTAINSIDE – To celebrate a

$270,000 gift from Kohl’s depart-
ment stores, in support of renovations
to Children’s Specialized Hospital’s
(CSH) outpatient facility in Fanwood,
hospital executives and Kohl’s asso-
ciates will team up for a “Wall Bash-
ing” event and Halloween party to-
day.

CSH staff and Kohl’s representa-
tives will be joined for the 3 p.m.
festivities by 20 young outpatients
and their parents. The celebration,
featuring Halloween games, crafts and
treats, will take place at the CSH
facility at 313 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

The wall demolition will formally
announce the initiative and empha-
size the importance of expanding the
outpatient facility.


