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Kindermusik classes for ages 0 to 7
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THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688

���������	
�����	�	�����

INSIDE: HOW ONE AUTHOR BUILT HER OWN PUBLISHING EMPIRE MMMMMIRAIRAIRAIRAIRACLESCLESCLESCLESCLES C C C C CANANANANAN

HHHHHAPPAPPAPPAPPAPPENENENENEN, S, S, S, S, SAAAAAYSYSYSYSYS

SP ASP ASP ASP ASP AUTHORUTHORUTHORUTHORUTHOR
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A local
resident who is a survivor of cancer
wants to tell the whole world about
his miraculous cure.

Steve Hannett of Scotch Plains
has co-authored a book titled “Power
In No Other
Name: Over-
come Life’s
P r o b l e m s
God’s Way,”
in which he
tells his story.

After first
being diag-
nosed nine
years ago, and
while seeking
Eastern means of improving his
health, Hannett was introduced to
The Bible by Dong Jin Kim, a Grand
Master martial arts instructor from
Northern New Jersey.

“At the time, I didn’t have a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ,
nor did I know the message con-
tained in The Bible,” Hannet ex-
plained. “Dong understood and ex-
plained The Bible to me in ways I
had never heard. He prayed over me
and showed me how to claim the
promises The Bible say are mine.”

Hannett knows it was his personal
connection with Jesus Christ that
restored his health. Subsequent medi-
cal tests show him to be 100 percent
cured of cancer.

“I had to share my experience,”
Hannett explained. “I began to write
down information as to why I am
delivered from cancer.” The result is
“Power In No Other Name,” which
is co-authored by Kim.

A business process consultant in
sales for Siemens, Hannett worked
nights and weekends on his book.
The first publisher who read the
manuscript, Whitemane Publishing
in Shippensburg, Pa., accepted
“Power In No Other Name.”

“Lives are being touched by this
book. One woman who read it was
cured of breast cancer,” Hannett said.
The book includes the documented
stories of more than 60 people who,
over the last 20 years, have received
God’s blessings after being prayed
for by Kim.

As pleased as he is to see his book
helping others, Hannett is quick to
point out that the credit goes to God.

“Everyone, not just a chosen few,
who comes to Jesus with a humble
heart has His blessing,” Hannet con-
tinued. “If he cured me, he will cure
others.”

Hannett has dedicated his life to
spreading the message of God’s love
and promises and now spends his
time in evangelism and ministry.
Later this month he will begin
pastoring a new church, Abundant
Grace Christian Church, a nonde-
nominational congregation located
at 48 Ames Avenue in Rutherford.

For the last one and one half years,
Hannett has also served as president
of Conquerors in Christ World Min-
istries, a non-profit organization that
meets the social, spiritual and physi-
cal needs of the community. He is
donating 100 percent of the pro-
ceeds of his book to Conquerors in
Christ World Ministries, which is
currently working on a project to
house homeless families.

“So many people are without hope;
when they actually meet God, they
receive hope they have never imag-
ined,” continued the author. “I invite
all who read this article to read The
Bible to search for the truth about the
promises of God.”

“Power In No Other Name: Over-
come Life’s Problems God’s Way”
is available at all local and online
bookstores. For more information
about Conquerors In Christ World
Ministries, visit www.cicwm.org, e-
mail Hannett at
steven.hannett@cicwm.org or call
(908) 301-9251.
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — “It, the stone,
being a part of the earth, has a
voice, a presence, which at times
says ‘stop, don’t go there’ or ‘here is
where you can go’, directing me all
the way, away from
the faults in the
stone, where I may
break it apart. The
stone does talk to
me. The most mi-
raculous part of cre-
ating something is
that I go into a zone,
giving up my capa-
bilities to a higher
power, a creative
force, that takes
over.”

These are the
words of artist
Kathleen Thomp-
son, a Cranford resi-
dent for 33 years and a member of
the Westfield Art Association
(WAA).

“I know this may sound strange,”
she told The
Westfield Leader
and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood
Times.

Not at all. To be a
true artist, one must
be able to surren-
der to an artistic
impetus that ulti-
mately takes over.
Whether it is act-
ing, writing or cre-
ating fine art, a true
artist always ac-
knowledges that he
or she is very often
a conduit that al-
lows a higher cre-
ative force to come through.

Thompson has been doing this
since she was three. As a child
growing up in Illinois, she would
often hide in her father’s art studio
in their home, even after she had
been sent to bed. She learned by
watching her beloved father, artist
Wilburn Moore.

Years later, he told Kat (as she is
known to friends and family) that
he knew all along that she was
hiding there, watching him.

“Learning by example for an art-
ist is priceless,” Thompson ex-
plained.

A wife, mother
and grandparent,
she is passionate
about her art. Her
main focus and
love is stone sculp-
ture, but she also
paints, draws and
creates two-dimen-
sional sculpture
with scratchboard,
a unique form of
art that is created
using pressed white
clay and black ink.

The ink is
“scratched out” us-
ing a stylus.

Scratchboard is actually a very old
process, she told The Leader/The
Times, that was used for stark black
and white illustrations in newspa-

pers before the in-
vent of half-tones.

In 1976, Thomp-
son met a woman
who had taken a
class in stone sculp-
ture. Thompson
found this to be ex-
citing, as building up
with clay and taking
away in stone are
diametrically op-
posed. With stone,
one has to be able to
see negative space
and envision the
form within the raw
stone. She decided
to take a stone sculp-

ture class herself.
Thompson learned a lot in the

class but found she was uncomfort-
able in the dusty environment with
little ventilation, so she chose to
take her sculpting outside.

Currently, she is at her second
home in Long Beach Island, creat-

Continued on Page 19
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Bryan Beller
could care less about someday be-
ing called up to the stage on
Grammy night and thanking the
little people for his
glittery golden award
partly because the
humble musician has
a lot more going for
him than taking a shot
at fame.

“I don’t need a
Grammy Award. I
would just be happy if I
could get a lottery
ticket,” quipped the
Westfield native.

Beller has been there,
done that as the bassist
for Dweezil Zappa,
Steve Vai, and Mike
Keneally. Beller still re-
tains the Keneally gig,
while holding down the
Marketing Manager po-
sition at SWR, the larg-
est independent manu-
facturer of bass ampli-
fication products.

In fact, if it were not
for the fact that he had
the music in him, he
probably would have
never recorded his first
solo CD, “View.”
Though cathartic, the
whole writing and re-
cording process was
draining, he said.

Beller, 32, is not the type of guy
starving for the next big break. His
talent speaks for itself. But, he is,
he admitted, looking for his own
piece of serenity and he does not
believe he will find it in his home-
town.

“I never was kind of in the main
stream,” Beller told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “I mean, I took pi-
ano lessons and I was in the Westfield
High School (WHS) orchestra, but
when I wanted to switch from acous-

tic bass to electric bass, I was kicked
out of the orchestra.”

In her first year as the school
district’s Fine Arts Supervisor, Linda
King stepped in and helped Beller
pursue his electric

guitar dreams. During Beller’s se-
nior year at WHS, King went one
step further and pushed Beller to the
top of the list of names being consid-
ered for the Louis Armstrong Jazz
Award.

Beller won the scholarship, even
though the grant normally went to a
student involved in the district’s mu-
sical organizations.

“She really put herself on the line,”
he remembered. “I was a very unor-
thodox guy and I was not the
administration’s favorite, let’s just
put it that way.”

With his WHS degree in hand,
Westfield’s own rebel with a cause
enrolled in Berklee College of Music
in Boston, Mass., resuming his per-
sona as “a suburban guy.” After at-

tending Berklee, he
was itching to spread
his wings out of subur-
bia and joined up with
Zappa in Los Angeles.

The next 10 years of
Beller’s life would be
spent collaborating
with Zappa and
Keneally, working as
a freelance lifestyle
columnist for Bass

Player magazine for three years,
and taking over the corporate music
world at SWR. He juggled all of the
hats, while recently heeding a cre-
ative compulsion to write his own
album with his own music.

“View” (Onion Boy Records),
which will be officially released
next Tuesday, was born from a blog
(online journal) Beller began writ-
ing online in 1995 entitled, “The
Life of Bryan.” More about songs
and themes, “View” is a reflection
for Beller on his L.A. life and his
need to escape it.

The album cover, Beller explained,
includes elements familiar to his life
– a desolate dusty road going in
different directions, a window sus-
pended over the road illustrating a
bustling cityscape.

Now that he has become one with
the laidback West, Beller, who is
responsible for bass, keyboards, pi-
ano and lead vocals on “The View,”
cannot fathom why so many people
find their serenity being surrounded
like sardines in a chaotic city set-
ting.

Miles and years down those dusty
roads from his stint as a busboy at the
former Sinclair’s restaurant in
Westfield, Beller doesn’t see resi-
dence in the quaint town as a long-
term possibility.

“Five years down the road? Hope-
fully, I will find myself somewhere
more remote and more simple. Of
course, I’ve been saying that for a
long time. Actually doing it is some-
thing entirely different.”

“I never wanted to be the guy who
stood out in the middle of the stage in
front of the band. I never needed to
be the star,” Beller confided.

Well, Bryan, ready or not, here it
comes.

“View” can be ordered at
w w w. o n i o n b o y re c o r d s . c o m ,
www.audiophi le impor ts .com,
www.cdbaby.com, www.amazon.com,
www.artist-shop.com, and at http://
stores.musictoday.com/store.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – About one
mile from his condominium
in Rhode Island and to the
National Wildlife Refuges
(NWR) beyond, Greg
Cummings finds his muse in
lily pads floating atop the
water, a dew-glistened
web seated like a throne
for the brown spider

resting in the center, or a copper
water pump sitting in the middle of
nowhere.

Though it is far enough away from
his seat as Chairman of the Fanwood
Planning Board and Zoning Board,
the 15-year Fanwood resident has
maintained a long love affair with
Mother Nature’s majesty, which has
translated to color film and reaped
several awards.

The Friends of the National Wild-
life Refuges of Rhode Island recently
named Cummings the “Best in Show”
winner for “Lily Pads,” which was
taken at the Trustom NWR in South
Kingston, and “Second Place” for the
water pump photo, “Piece of the Past.”
Two of Cummings’ entries also won
second place in last year’s contest.

The contestants submitted photos

taken on one of the Rhode Island-
based refuges, which include the
Ninigret NWR in Charlestown,
Trustom Pond, Chafee NWR at
Pettaquamscott Cove in South
Kingstown, Narragansett Sachuest

Point NWR in Middletown, and
Block Island NWR.

A hiker and skier, Cummings is
the Merchandising and Marketing
Coordinator at Fox River Mills, which
manufactures high-end outdoor ath-
letic sports socks and gloves.

His job, he told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, fortunately opens
up other portals of the vast outdoors.
For example, when he attended a
tradeshow at Zion National Park in
Utah and tended to a photo-shoot for

a new product at the Whistler
Blackcomb Mountains in Canada,
his camera lens virtually absorbed
his new surroundings.

However, Cummings remarked
that when he is making decisions

CHAIRMAN OF THE CAMERA...Greg Cummings, top left, is shown amid his
award-winning photography. The photographs, pictured, clockwise, include
“Piece of the Past,” “Lily Pads,” and the Ninigret Pond National Wildlife Refuge
(NWR)-inspired “Water’s Edge,” which won second prize last year in The
Friends of the NWRs of Rhode Island competition.
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“Alabaster Mermaid,” Kathleen
Thompson.

“Woman Spirit,” Kathleen
Thompson.

SEASIDE SCULPTOR...Kathleen Thompson, a member of the Westfield
Art Association, works on her terrapin, a soapstone sculpture, at her second
home on Long Beach Island.

Coming Next Week...Coming Next Week...Coming Next Week...Coming Next Week...Coming Next Week...
• Michelle Le Poidevin sits

down with a Union County Free-
holder candidate to discuss how
art mixes with politics.

• Coffee With A Conscience
gets reviewed by Marylou
Morano.

• How does the filming of
“Ed” in Westfield impact
the town and who gets
the money?

• On the Beat, Pen
& Ink  and My Take
on It return.
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“Plant, Boxes, Luggage, Chair,”
George Rush

DESPERADO...Westfield native Bryan Beller will
release his first solo album, “View” next Tuesday,
October 28.

Continued on Page 19

“The Uninvited,” Matthew Brannon

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — The 1981 cult sci-
ence-fiction film starring Kurt Russell
called Escape from New York has lent
its name to a current exhibit at the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts

(NJCVA) in Summit.
A mixed media display of the work

of twelve artists who live and work
outside of Manhattan, “Escape from
New York: New Works From the Outer
Boroughs” can best be described as an
artistic contradiction.

While all the artists appear to por-
tray suburbia, hence the escape, closer
inspection of the artwork has the
viewer doubting his own perceptions.
Perhaps there really has been no
escape at all? Could it be that no
escape from New York is ever pos-
sible?

Brooklynite George Rush’s paint-
ing, “Plant, Boxes, Luggage, Chair”
elaborates on the concept of escape/
no escape. At first glance the modern

furniture narrative could easily be
set in a suburban living room.

Viewed with another eye, how-
ever, the setting is eerily like an
office interior in a Manhattan high-
rise office.

Likewise the two “faces” of artist
and graphic designer Matthew
Brannon’s silk-screened poster, “The
Uninvited IV.” Has Brannon, also
from Brooklyn, created a country
estate with a Gothic flair? Perhaps

it’s a haunted house? It could be
either, but might not there also be a
faint suggestion of skyscrapers in the
mansion’s chimneys all-in-a-row?

“‘Escape From New York: New
Works From the Outer Boroughs” is
a provocative exhibition which at
first look feels light, fun and playful,
however, one will find, upon further


