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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 13-16

www.parkerplants.comwww.parkerplants.com

1325 Terrill Road,  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Cal l for information:   908-322-5555908-322-5555  
Press “5” for directions ❀ Press “6” for special events 

Open Monday Through Friday from 7am - 5pm 

Come in today and also discover our 
complete landscaping services including: 
DESIGN ❀ BUILD ❀ PLANTING

* Cannot be combined with any 
coupons or other promotional offers.

ANNUAL SCARY ANNUAL SCARY 
HAY RIDES!HAY RIDES!
October 18, 19, 25 & 26October 18, 19, 25 & 26
10am to 4pm each day10am to 4pm each day
Only Only $$33 per ticket! per ticket!
(Shop the Garden Center (Shop the Garden Center 
Sat. from 7am – 5pm and Sat. from 7am – 5pm and 
Sun. from 9am – 5 pm)Sun. from 9am – 5 pm)

Bring the whole family for a spooky spin around our frightful and delightful 14-acre 
facility where who knows what scary surprises lurk. Then, explore our booooootiful 
assortment of decorative plants, trees, shrubs and ghoulishly great holiday decorations, 
during the most happily haunting weekends of the year!

• Hay Maze! • Crafts for kids! • Refreshments!

Lots more family fun!

2020
 Over  Over 10001000  To Choose From!  To Choose From!

All The Face Pumpkins All The Face Pumpkins 
You You Can Carry . . .Can Carry . . .

*See store for details.*See store for details.

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 552-5007
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

BREZNITSKY SCORES, MEREDITH GETS 9TH SHUTOUT

Soccer Raiders Barely Breeze
Past Cranford Cougars, 1-0

PURDY, TRIMBLE CONNECT FOR ONE GOAL EACH

Field Hockey Cougars Snarl
Past Blue Devil Girls, 3-2

BENDER, KIELAR, MORAWSKI WIN BOTH MATCHES

Blue Devil Tennis Girls Skin
Warriors, Slip Under BrH2O

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 girls tennis title was claimed by the
second-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan
High School girls after upsetting top-
seeded Westfield, 3-2, on October
16, in Westfield. On October 14, the
hosting Blue Devil girls edged a
tough Watchung Hills Warrior team,
3-2, to advance to the championship

round.
Against the Warriors, Blue Devil

sophomore Jessica Bender was the
first to complete her match with a
swift, 6-1, 6-0, conquest of Stacy
Gavornik at third singles. After her
match, Bender, the 2002 Union
County third singles champion, said.
“I really wanted it today and I played
my best. I think the wind was on my
side because the other girl was hav-

ing trouble with it.”
The win improved Bender’s indi-

vidual record to 13-3.
Warrior Amanda Graziadel

stopped Blue Devil Danielle
Coleman, 6-3, 6-0, and freshman
Nikki Reich lost a tough one with
Warrior Chissy Principe, 6-3, 6-4.
Second doubles partners Lauren
Steller and Lane Maloney had a battle
with Warriors Alison Schwartz and
Danielle Weiss but won, 7-5, 6-3.

One of their opponents, being a
lefthander, sometimes can present a
different “spin” on situations. “Some-
times it is difficult. It kind of worried
me during warm ups, but as the match
went on, I barely even noticed it,”
said Steller. “Her shots were much
the same, so it wasn’t that much of a
challenge.”

With the team match score tied, 2-
2, Katherine Kielar and Michelle
Morawski were the last Blue Devils
to finish, winning their first doubles
match with Warriors Emily Schiller
and Nina Sutjiawan, 6-4, 6-2, to ad-
vance their team to the section finals
against Bridgewater-Raritan.

“Michelle and I played very well
today,” said Kielar. “We had a lot of
decent ground strokes as well as the

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Although a wave of Blue Devils
accomplished their purpose by at-
tacking the Cougar cage and netting
a goal by sophomore Lauren Purdy
early in the game, two vicious strikes
and another just before the whistle
by the Cranford High School girls
field hockey team in an exciting first
half proved to be the difference. The
5-6-1 visiting Cougars held off
enough of a barrage to edge Westfield,
3-2, in Westfield on October 15.

Confusion in center and a break-
down by the front line unit told the
tale. “We did not play our best game
today and certainly not up to our
potential,” said senior right mid
Ashley Yarusi. “We made a few mis-
takes and it cost us. There was a lack
of communication and confusion in
the center. Girls went unmarked and
there was virtually little ball control

in the first half and we needed to play
a bit more aggressive. I believe we
played a totally different and solid

game in that scoreless second half
game. We were aggressive to the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gusty winds proved to play a
double role in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team’s, 1-0, victory over Cranford in
Scotch Plains on October 15. De-
spite the effect of the wind, the real
victory came as a result of a finely
executed skill play involving junior
Terrence Charles and senior Ryan

Breznitsky, who netted the game’s
only goal.

With the wind in their favor, the 11-
0-1 Raiders spent most of the first half
in Cranford territory, but seemed to
take for granted that the wind would
do the job for them, and it did not. The
No. 5 Raiders seemed not to rely
much on their trained skills and more
on the backing of the wind. The result
was lofty shots that sailed far left,
right or way over the goal, a 0-0 score
at the half and a bit of embarrassment
that the Raiders were not playing with
enough intensity and desire.

After a bit of a brow beating during
halftime, even with the wind in their
face, the Raiders did what they do
best, ball control and setting up fine
shots that put Cougar goalie Brian
Woglom, who finished with nine
saves, to the test. The Raiders took
the attack to Cougar turf and sent a
series of shots at the goal. A near
score came when Sean McNelis
crossed skillfully to the right to A.J.
Appezzato, who ripped a shot that
skid just left of the near post.

With 27:14 left in the game, Charles,

stationed in the center of the field
about 40 yards from the Cougar goal,
passed into Breznitsky, also in the
center about 20 yards from the goal.
Breznitsky patiently outmaneuvered
a defender, dribbled forward and slid
a shot, from eight yards out, past
Woglom and inside the near post.

“Terrence had the ball. I made a
run through and Terrence played a
great ball through. I toe-poked it off

the post into the goal. I don’t panic in
front of the goal, once in a while I do,

BAKER RUSHES FOR TD; LAFORGE PASSES 99 YARDS

Blue Knight Gridmen Quiet
Raider ‘Wild Dogs’, 18-9

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a showdown by two outstanding
and powerful football teams in the
hunt to secure a spot in the NJSIAA
playoffs, the Irvington High School
football team chased and dazed pre-
viously unbeaten Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 18-9, in Scotch Plains on
October 17. The Blue Knights burned
the Raiders with a score early in the
game and buried them with another
with 1:32 remaining in the game.

Raider halfback Kyle Baker
chewed up the Blue Knight turf for
89 yards on 27 carries and scored the

lone touchdown in the opening quar-
ter. Quarterback Dan LaForge com-
pleted eight of 16 passes for 99 yards
and two interceptions and the Wild
Dog defense limited the Blue Knights
to 14 yards rushing although quarter-
back Demar Drummond completed
10 of 23 passes for 183 yards.

“They are a well-coached team
and have some good athletes on both
sides of the ball who can make plays,”
said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “We can’t be down a
touchdown three minutes into a game,
which we’ve done every game. We
gave up one offensive touchdown,

but we fumbled down there and we
can’t do that against a too good of a
football team. Simply said, it didn’t
go our way today but there is no
panic. One of the things that we do
have control of is to play hard and
they did. We have a great group of
kids. This one’s over; we’ll learn
from our mistakes and get back to
work. It’s only a game and we have to
keep it in perspective. We still have
the rest of the season. You can loose
one game and still win it all, so we’ll
handle that, I’m sure.”

The Blue Knights’ disciplined and
well-balanced team managed to hit
pay dirt on their first possession when
Ahmad McClain powered a 61-yard
punt return for a touchdown with
9:33 remaining in the first quarter.

The Raiders answered. LaForge
hit Josh Liss for a 24-yard gain. Next,
LaForge hooked up with Charlie
Bachi for a 29-yard gain to the 12.
Baker rushed three times to the two
where he bashed forward for the TD
with 57 seconds remaining in the
first quarter. Mike Baumwell con-
verted the kick, giving Scotch Plains
a 7-6 advantage.
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Fresh

Ground

Peanut

Butter

While You

Wait

Atkins
Low Carb

Diet Foods13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford 908-276-4270
A REAL HEALTH FOOD STORE & GROCERY

COUPON COUPON COUPON
BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE
Glucosamine Sulfate

750 MG Caps 123

REG $26.95
Expires: 11/01/03

1/2 PRICE
Vitamins, Minerals

Herb Caps

BUY ONE GET ONE
HALF PRICE

Half price item must be of equal or lesser value.
With Coupon, same Product & Size.  Expires: 11/01/03

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE
MSM

KAL 80 Tabs. Reg $10.49

With The Coupon Expires 11/01/03

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING THROUGH THE KNIGHTS’ DEFENSE…Raider halfback Kyle Baker, No. 33, begins to break through
the Blue Knights’ defense for a gain. Baker rushed for 89 yards on 27 carries but the Raiders fell, 18-9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANOTHER FINE RETURN…Blue Devil Lauren Steller makes a fine return in
her second doubles match with Watchung Hills.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE SOLE GOAL…Raider Ryan Breznitsky, No. 9, scored the only
goal of the game against Cranford.


