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“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:
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908-233-5800

Harden Sale

SAVE
40% OFF

(List Price)

Includes Special Orders

All
Furniture

Mackie Furniture
Established in 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Featuring Nichols & Stone, Madison Square,

American of Highpoint, Moosehead, Statton, Superior, Lexington

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

 Bad weather is the perfect time to

enjoy a home video, but there’s

nothing enjoyable about a trip to

the video store. Deliver-It Video ™

delivers DVD video rentals to your

home the same day. We even

provide optional pick-up service!

And our prices are even less than

what you currently pay.  Find out

how easy renting DVD videos can

be by going to our website or call

Customer Service at 732-381-

3302.  You’ll never go to your old

video store again! 

Serving Clark • Cranford • Fanwood  

Garwood • Mountainside 

Scotch Plains • Westfield 

 

Westfield Chamber of Commerce 

Member, 2003 

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.westfield.emsnetnj.net

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!
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100s of
Satisfied

Area
Customers
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After Fanwood Visionaries of 50s,
The Redevelopment Time Is Now

Let’s Have Referendum
On WF Parking Deck
Given that moving forward with the

parking deck project would forever
change the dynamics of the town that we
live in and would come with negative
impacts that seem to be indisputable
(increased traffic and congestion, addi-
tional strain on infrastructure, etc.), I
find it disturbing that our elected offi-
cials would be opposed to allowing the
public to go on record en masse with
their feelings for, or against this project.

Why not allow the collective voice of
Westfield taxpayers be heard?  What are
the drawbacks?  As a resident who is
opposed to the plans that are currently
being discussed, it seems to me that the
only drawback is that actually quantify-
ing the public’s displeasure with this
initiative would put undue pressure on
our elected officials in moving forward
with this project despite the wishes of
their constituents.

A non-binding, public referendum
would formally record the desires of
Westfield’s taxpayers and would give
our elected officials invaluable informa-
tion that would hopefully ensure that
they act in accordance with the wishes of
the people they represent.

I urge the mayor and the council to put
this issue to a public vote.

Joe Rinaldi
Westfield

Westfield Taxpayers Must Speak Up
Now, Or Pay For What They Get!

Westfielder Is Concerned That Council
Doesn’t Understand Constituents

My father, H. Clay Friedrichs, and my
brother, Henry C. Friedrichs, were vi-
sionaries for the development of
Fanwood beginning in the fifties. We all
lived in Fanwood and wanted Fanwood
to be the jewel of Union County.

Our family has always been in the
forefront of putting Fanwood first. My
father developed many residential and
commercial properties in Fanwood.

I have followed the redevelopment
process as proposed by the current Mayor
and Council, having personally attended
a meeting in the early stages of the
redevelopment process. As Managing
Partner of Fanwood Equities, which owns
the Irma’s Hallmark, The Corner Store,
and the Double Dipper Café buildings, I
have been fully informed of the pro-
posed redevelopment plan.

Presently, all of our buildings are fully
occupied and our tenants are doing well

and want to continue the prosperity of a
revitalized downtown. In fact, a new ten-
ant will be occupying the Fanwood Cor-
ner Store and the grill will be open soon.

Through my brother Hank, our family
has been proactive in the revitalization of
downtown. Hank served on the Down-
town Revitalization Committee and had
plans drawn up to construct additional
retail space with residential apartments
above on South Martine Avenue.

Unfortunately, the buildings my fa-
ther built in 1950 are sadly in need of
revitalization. My brother and I have
always tried to maintain attractive build-
ings; however, the infrastructure cer-
tainly needs revitalization. They are all
safe, but with new construction, steel
studs and modern techniques, their ap-
pearance will be greatly enhanced.

The mayor and council have been
open and above board with regard to the
planned downtown redevelopment.
Fanwood Equities has always been ame-
nable to any project that enhances our
properties and the merchants therein.
We have had open dialogue and have
been fully informed of each and every
step in the process of the revitalization
effort by the current administration.
There has always been open dialogue
and an opportunity to participate in the
redevelopment process. There has al-
ways been the option to partner with the
developer or sell the property to the
designated developer. There have al-
ways been straight answers since the
process has been open, bipartisan and
very much public to all interested par-
ties. I live in Lancaster, Pennsylvania
and can attest to the fact that the mayor
and council have been exemplary in
communicating with landlords and mer-
chants involved in the revitalization pro-
cess.  At no time has the current admin-
istration ever treated Fanwood Equities
unfairly, and I am fully supportive of the
administration and what they are at-
tempting to do for the good of all
Fanwoodians.

I am proud to be a part of the redevel-
opment of downtown. I encourage every-
one who reads this to vote for the current
administration to continue the revitaliza-
tion process started four years ago for the
betterment of all landlords and merchants
and every resident in Fanwood.

David Friedrichs
Lancaster, Pa.

For those residents that have not been
following the news about the mayor and
the town council wanting to “solve the
parking problem” all at once, it is time
you knew some facts!

If the council builds these two decks
through General Obligation (G.O.) Bond
funding, the homeowners/taxpayers will
end up paying for these decks through
increased property taxes. A G.O. bond is
backed by the “full faith and taxing
power” of the issuing government. At
present, based on the financial models
that the council had professionally pre-
pared, there will be a large shortfall in
revenue needed to fund these projects.

If that happens, our property taxes
will increase even more than normal to
make up these deficits. Additionally,
you will be paying more at the parking
meters too. The meter rates are going to
be increased to $0.75 cents an hour with
$0.50 going to help pay for the decks.

They don’t call it a tax, but it is a tax
if that’s where it directed. Their finan-
cial model is as solid as a slice of “Al-
pine Lace swiss cheese.” There are that
many holes in it.

The two decks each are designed to
alleviate two specific problems. First,
the South Side deck would be built for
commuter parking and the North Side
deck is primarily to be used for em-
ployee parking.

The South Side deck, if built, will
yield approximately 490 additional
spaces for a cost of $36 million to $40
million. That equals close to $80,000 per
additional space over the 30 years life of
any bond.

The North Side deck would cost be-
tween $18 million to $20 million with
the cost per space being just a little
higher.

I say ‘additional spaces’ because we
already have existing spaces, but you
have to build the existing spaces over
again.

The North Side deck is for employee
parking, and it is estimated that between
90 to 95 percent of the employees in
town are non-residents. That means your
tax dollars would be subsidizing both
private business and non-residents too.

It is my feeling that if a North Side
deck is built that it be done through a

Parking Revenue Bond — and if there is
any shortfall in revenue, that the council
make up the needed monies through the
Special Improvement District (S.I.D.),
the businesses in town.

After all, it is for private business and
their employees, and they stand to
“profit” if there is more street parking
for their customers.

The South Side deck is primarily for
commuter parking. With only approxi-
mately 10 percent of the residents being
commuters, I don’t feel it is right for the
other 90 percent of the residents to have
any part of their property taxes to subsi-
dize something that most of us in our
lives will never have the need or be able
to use.

There is an alternative to building a
multi-million dollar South Side project.
That would be for the town to buy up
some of the land to either the left of the
existing ground parking or to the right up
to Central Avenue. This would yield
almost the same amount of “additional
parking spaces as the deck. Also the
parking fee revenues generated from
just that additional land would pay for
the cost of land bought for less than 20
percent of the deck cost and would paid
off in 8 to 10 years.

Also, what has not been discussed is
the cost to the taxpayers should children
come into the apartments of the “rede-
velopment” portion of the projects. At
present, 95 percent of the revenue gener-
ated is designed to fund the decks. But if
children come, the council said that they
will make a separate payment to the
schools to compensate them. And where
do you think the council is going to get
that money from? You guessed it — our
property taxes!

Oh, the other 5 percent goes to the
county.

Remember too, that these monster
decks will change the appearance and
ambiance of “Colonial Westfield” for-
ever.

As homeowners and taxpayers, it is
time for you to speak up — and speak up
now — or for the next 30 years you will
be paying for them.

Allen Solomon
Westfield

Having watched the Town Council
meeting this week on Channel 36, I am
compelled to write you to express my
concern. I feel that some of the council
members don’t understand the desire’s
of the town residents on this issue.

During the meeting, two council mem-
bers noted that they feel their constitu-
ents are for the deck based upon feed-
back that they had received while walk-
ing around the neighborhoods and at
other functions. At least one council
member noted that he/she felt the
perception’s of the attendees at the meet-
ings to discuss this issue (mostly those
against the decks) are not reflective of
the residents of the town. I would beg to
differ on both points as follows.

While two council members may feel
that they have spoken with enough of
their constituents, I am not sure that this
is reflective of all four Wards. In fact, in
my ward, I have not seen a council
member during any such “walk around”
or other functions.

I will agree that the attendees at the
special meetings and general town coun-
cil meetings seem to have been more
against the decks than for it. However,
this is not surprising given that these
meetings have been held in the summer
months (when many families are away)
and in September (when we are quite
busy with back to school activities, dead-
lines at work, and many other require-
ments of our time).

Frankly, while I did intend to attend
these meetings, I was not able to do so.
I trust you will find this to be the case for
many other residents of the town, so it
would not be appropriate to assume that
the relatively large percentage of resi-
dents who have not attended these meet-
ings are in favor or against the decks. We
simply cannot draw a conclusion either
way for the broader town population
from meeting attendance.

Perhaps this begs for a referendum so

as to give the good people of Westfield
a chance to state their choice?

I also want to note that I am concerned
about the financial costs and traffic im-
plications of these decks. Simply put,
the people of Westfield are not looking
for a fix to a “parking problem” which
becomes a problem in costs (and hence
higher property taxes) and more crowd-
ing on our local roads.

If either the financial analysis or the
traffic study shows negative findings,
we simply should not build under the
current design considerations.

Pam Wiaczek
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Council President Whitaker Responds
To Recent Times Letter to the Editor

FLOOD CONTROL…Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung, left, and Congressman Mike
Ferguson are pictured standing on Glenwood Road in Fanwood. This area of
Fanwood has flooding problems during heavy rainstorms. Mayor Jung requested
financial assistance from Congressman Ferguson, who in turn was able to secure
a $400,000 federal grant for storm sewer improvements in Fanwood.

There’s no question that Rita Mandel
has been an exemplary property owner
in Fanwood for many years. She has set
a standard to which all owners of rental
property should aspire.

That’s why her actions with regard to
Fanwood’s downtown redevelopment are
so hard to understand.

In a letter (Times, October 16), her
son-in-law portrays her as the poor, hap-
less victim of a heartless, insensitive
borough. Nothing could be further from
the truth.

For two years, Fanwood considered
what to do about its downtown block.

She knew, or should have known, what
was being discussed: There were 22 pub-
lic meetings. She received notice of these
meetings. They were reported in this news-
paper, and many were televised repeat-
edly on TV-35, so she (and her son-in-
law) could have watched them from the
comfort of their Scotch Plains residences.

Not once during all those meetings
did she seek to exclude her property
from the redevelopment zone.

Nor did she say – until months after a
developer was named – that she would
like to redevelop her property in a way
that conformed to the redevelopment
plan and “fit” with the designated
developer’s plans.

That was too late. Until the developer
was named, Fanwood’s mayor and coun-
cil were the appropriate people with
whom she should negotiate. However,
once the developer was named, it was
the developer – not a Borough official or
employee – with whom Mrs. Mandel
needed to negotiate.

Since July, she has repeatedly been
urged to talk to the developer, and she
has repeatedly refused to do so. This is
not someone who is being abused.

Even now, it’s not too late for her to be
a part of Fanwood’s downtown redevel-
opment.

Like Mrs. Mandel, I, too, own rental
property, although not in Union County.
That’s why, as we worked through the
redevelopment process, I insisted that
we be sensitive to the needs and desires
of property owners. If someone wants to
continue to own property in our down-
town block, I thought they should be
able to do so.

So we urged the downtown developer
to be willing to negotiate with the cur-
rent property owners to explore the po-
tential of a partnership. Landmark Prop-
erties, the designated developer, was
willing to do so.

There are many ways this can be done.

Rita Mandel could contribute her prop-
erty to a partnership, and receive a share
in the overall project equal to the value
of her contribution.

Or, assuming her property can sup-
port a second or third story, perhaps she
could sell the air rights to the developer,
while continuing to own and receive the
benefit of her current property.

Or, if she can afford to build a second
or third story on her building, perhaps she
could negotiate a deal to have the devel-
oper handle the many problems of design
and construction. She pays the bills, keeps
the property and gets the benefit of a
larger building with a larger income.

Or she could sell the property, and do
a tax-free exchange into another piece of
property that requires little or no man-
agement. Perhaps she could even in-
crease her income.

There are many ways Mrs. Mandel’s
legitimate needs and desires can be met.
Rita Mandel is not an unsophisticated
woman. With her husband she built a
successful business. After selling that,
she went into real estate. She under-
stands this stuff. She knows how to
negotiate.

Why she refuses to talk to the devel-
oper – as she has repeatedly been urged
to do – is hard to understand. Fanwood
does not wish her ill or harm. To the
contrary, Fanwood’s elected officials
have gone out of their way to provide her
the opportunity to be part of the rebirth
of Fanwood’s downtown.

Joel Whitaker
Fanwood Council President

Plain and Simple, Stop
These Monster Projects

Plain and simple, the people of
Westfield do not want three grandiose
parking decks. They have done every-
thing in their power to stop these mon-
sters from ruining Westfield’s attractive
small town flavor and from raising their
taxes to the skies.

Frustrated and angry, the people have
written numerous letters to the Editor of
the Westfield Leader, sent e-mails to
their town officials, made phone calls
and testified at town meetings, to no
avail. Requests for a referendum appear
to be ignored.

And so the parking decks, complete
with unneeded townhouses and unneeded
retail spaces, rumble like armored tanks
toward an unprecedented disaster for the
town.

A beloved president once wrote in his
Gettysburg address: “and that government
of the people, by the people, and for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.”

When did the wishes of the people
cease to matter?

Shirley Hooper
Westfield

JEWELRY TRUNK SHOW

SATURDAY OCTOBER 25TH    12-5PM

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

58 Elm Street, Westfield

WF UNICO Essay
Winners Revealed

WESTFIELD – Westfield UNICO
sponsored an essay contest for
Westfield High School students on the
topic “How Italian Genius Has Shaped
the World.”

Approximately 42 essays were sub-
mitted to the organization and three
winners were selected. Each winner
received a savings bond.

The winners were Dorothy Chou,
who wrote about former New York
City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani; Alissa
Eisenberg, who wrote about explorer
Marco Polo, and Emma Williams, who
wrote her essay about Galileo, scien-
tist, author and astronomer.

Westfield UNICO has sponsored
essay competitions since 1996.


