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     Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SKETCHES…Eileen Willoughby poses as Mary Paynter creates her portrait
sketch last Saturday afternoon during the Westfield Art Show and Sidewalk Sale.

     Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BANDSTAND…The Whistlestop Jackson band entertains the public during the
Westfield Art Show and Sidewalk Sale last Saturday. The band members from
Westfield High School are, from the left: Henry Koehler on guitar, David
Reinhardt at keyboard, Nick Malaspina on drums and Scott Fishberg on guitar.
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Railroad Reactivation Slowly Begins While
Freeholder Scutari Faces Harsh Criticism

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

For the past few months, the meet-
ings of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders have focused
largely on the impending Morristown
& Erie (M&E) railroad reactivation,
and the October 9 meeting was no
different, as several members of the
coalition to “Stop The Train” and
other regular meeting attendees re-
turned to voice their displeasure.

Most of the comments, however,
were directed toward Freeholder
Nicholas Scutari and a letter.

Freeholder Scutari, who was re-
cently selected to replace former State
Senator Joseph Suliga as the Demo-
crat candidate for the 22nd District in
the upcoming elections, sent a letter

to several communities last October
regarding railroad reactivation.

In that letter, Freeholder Scutari
stated, among other things that, al-
though the affected railroad tracks were

being cleaned, the
cleaning was strictly for
maintenance purposes
and that no railroad re-
activation would occur.

At the October 9
meeting, opponents of
the railroad pointed out
the inaccuracies con-
tained in the letter, and
brought to light an-
other revelation re-
garding the letter it-
self.

However, before the
discussion turned to the letter, County
Manager George Devanney gave his
regular briefing as to the status of the
railroad reactivation. Among impor-
tant dates and meetings, he noted
that on September 26, M&E and the
county met with the state Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) in
Trenton for a progress review.

Further, on September 30, the state
Diagnostic Team met with M&E and
officials in Cranford to discuss the
South Avenue grade crossing and
improvements.

According to Mr. Devanney, Pine
Street in Roselle was closed on Octo-
ber 8 for reconstruction of the railroad
crossing. Other related closings in
Roselle have or will take place within
the coming days. In addition, the re-
building of the Staten Island Railroad
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- Joanne Dillon, Co-President of the
“Stop The Train” coalition

in Linden and Roselle continues, with
railroad ties being replaced between
East and West Baltimore Avenues in
Linden, and Chestnut Street and St.
Georges Avenue in Roselle.

Mr. Devanney reported that begin-
ning this week, bridge decks over
Linden and Elizabeth Avenues in
Linden would be replaced.

Regarding the automobile dealer-
ship on Route 22 that will be im-
pacted by the reactivation, Mr.
Devanney said that M&E has devel-
oped a preliminary plan to accom-
modate the dealership.

M&E has also requested meetings
with municipalities, and follow-up in-
quiries have been conducted. He added
that letters were sent to all citizens
requesting individual meetings from
the Kenilworth hearing, and more fol-
low-ups are being scheduled.

Mr. Devanney added that the pre-
liminary draft budget for the railroad
has been completed and will be re-
viewed with the state DOT.

Dr. Daniel Nozza, who is a Senate
candidate for the 20th District, again
raised several concerns about the rail-
road reactivation. He noted that the
contract with M&E was signed in April
of 2002, yet the letter from Freeholder
Scutari was sent in October of 2002.

“The Scutari letter went out in
October, a full five months after the

Jeff Siegel for The Westfield Leader
PONY RIDES…Chris Whitmore took his son, Alex, for a ride on the ponies at
the South Avenue festival on Sunday.

Mountainside Council to Name Street
For Vietnam War MIA, James Egan

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During Mountainside’s Tuesday
evening agenda setting meeting,
members of the governing body dis-
cussed the naming of three or four
new streets within the borough be-
cause of new construction.

Mayor Robert Viglianti stated that,
according to state law, the naming of
new streets comes from the govern-
ing body. He suggested that one of
the new streets be named Egan Court,
after Second Lieutenant James Egan
of the United States Marine Corps
who has been Missing In Action in
Vietnam for over thirty years.

Mayor Viglianti noted that he and
his family had lived in Mountainside
on Fairview Drive.

Other members of Mountainside
Council agreed that it would be an
appropriate name and that the street
sign should display a gold star in

Lieutenant Egan’s honor.
The mayor noted that he only ever

remembers the naming of one other
street, Mandy Court, in the many
years that he has been a part of the
borough’s governing body. He stated
that it was named after the mother of
the farmer who owned the building.

During the July agenda setting
meeting, the mayor noted that there
was approximately $17 million worth
of new construction that is underway
and will be done within the borough
in upcoming months, including five

new houses on New Providence Road,
six new houses on and behind Wood-
land Avenue, nine new houses on
Mill Lane and three slotted for Mary
Ellen Lane.

The mayor noted that the new con-
struction would bring the borough a
rough estimate of $200,000 in taxes,
but that the money probably will not
be seen until the 2005 budget year.

In other business, the council ap-
pointed David Neuhaser and David
Lauricella as two new members of

Westfield Town Council Moves Forward
With Edwards & Kelcey for Traffic Study

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After much discussion in their pre-
conference meeting and on the dais
during the public portion of the meet-
ing, the Westfield Town Council
passed a resolution to award the traf-
fic study related to the parking deck
redevelopment projects to Edwards
& Kelcey in an 8-1 vote.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana was the only vote
against the resolution.

At last week’s conference session
the council discussed whether or not
to hire another firm to perform the
traffic study due to the fact that

Edwards & Kelcey is part of the
parking deck developer Nassau HKT
team.

Tuesday evening’s meeting began
with a discussion by representatives
from Edwards & Kelcey, as well as
representatives from the developer
HKT Nassau.

The representatives explained that
counts and observations will be done
for the study, and those numbers will
then published numbers will be used
to calculate in the proposed retail,
residential and parking spaces. The
intersections will then be graded for
level of service. The firm will then
devise solutions to improve the level

of service.
According to Mike Dipple of

Edwards & Kelcey, the firm has done
work with Nassau HKT before, but
stated that they “will not risk (their)
reputation.” He said that study would
be a “true study with true numbers.”

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
woman Susan Jacobson questioned
how much of the study is interpreta-
tive.

Tom Feffa of Edwards & Kelcey
explained that the process is a science.

Greg Troast of Nassau HKT said
that if the project does not work it is
better for the developer to walk away.
He said that Edwards & Kelcey is the

best firm to use, adding that his firm
has walked away from 15 to 20
projects in the past.

The council decided that they
would approve Edwards & Kelcey,
as well as another firm to review
their work.

During the public portion of the
meeting Chris Carson, Jim Marvin
and Bill Palatucci of the Westfield
Recreation Commission spoke in
favor of a proposed lighted turf field
at the conservation center.

Mr. Marvin stated that soon the
commission might have to start sus-
pending programs or limit registra-

Office Hours Posted
For WF Tax Collector

WESTFIELD – The office of
the Westfield Tax Collector will
be open from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
on Monday, November 3.

Our normal office hours of
8:30 am to 4 p.m. will resume on
Tuesday, November 4.

Interest will be charged begin-
ning on Thursday, November 6.

The tax collector’s office can
be reached at (908) 789-4051.

Mountainside School Board Reviews
District ASK and GEPA Test Scores

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Mountainside Board of
Education meeting on Tuesday night,
Dr. Gerard Schaller assured the pub-
lic, “We are still hopeful Beechwood
School will open this year.”

When asked by an audience mem-
ber if he was referring to the school
year or the calendar year, the board
responded with laughter.

According to Dr. Schaller, progress
continues to be made on the school.
He also added that several of the
major operating systems will be
turned on in the next few days and
will need to be tested in order to
determine if they are working cor-
rectly.

“We are weeks, not months away

from completion,” added Board
member Mary Beth Schaumberg.

PTA funds originally earmarked
for a new granite sign at Beechwood
will be reallocated for the purchase
of playground equipment at the
school. The budget initially included
funds for the equipment, but has
since been spent elsewhere.

Curriculum Coordinator Angela
Cosimano presented the board with
district test results for the Terra Nova,
NJ ASK (Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge) and GEPA (Grade Eight
Proficiency Assessment) for eighth

grade.
The Terra Nova test is given to

students in grades 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7 and
measures mastery in language arts,
math, history and science. The test
scores showed a District wide weak-
ness in computation and math skills,
as well as problem solving and rea-
soning, with only 39 percent of sev-
enth graders achieving mastery. Other
weaknesses across the board were
evident in measurement and Earth
sciences.

Second graders did very well on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Freeholder Candidate Forum
Brings Vital Issues to Forefront

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The League of Women Voters of
Union County conducted its annual
Freeholder Candidates Forum on
Tuesday at Cranford Municipal Hall,
and as expected, it brought forth
interesting discussions regarding
Union County issues.

All eight candidates attended the
forum, including Democrat incum-
bents candidates Deborah Scanlon,
Chester Holmes and Alexander
Mirabella; Republican candidates
Kenneth Haynes, Stuart Kline and
Bob Reilly; Green Party candidate
Barbara Briemer; and Independent
candidate Joe Renna. There are three
seats up for election on the nine-
member Freeholder Board.

Each candidate gave a brief open-
ing statement, followed by a ques-
tion and answer session. Questions

from the League and the audience
were submitted to the candidates for
their responses. Following the ques-
tion and answer session came clos-
ing statements by each candidate.

A plethora of topics were dis-
cussed, including taxes, education,
open space, privatization of Runnells
Hospital, and the budget. However,
focus soon fell on the impending
railroad reactivation, geese gassing,
and the juvenile detention center.

Throughout the evening, the in-
cumbents pointed to their solid track
record in areas such as preserving
open space, senior citizen programs,
and educational initiatives. Their
challengers, meanwhile, sought to

explain how in their view, changes
were needed in county government.

The Morristown & Erie (M&E)
Railroad was a hot topic among the
candidates. Several felt that with re-
gards to the railroad, the Freeholders
did not reach out sufficiently to the
affected communities.

“There was no community involve-
ment,” said Mr. Haynes.

Mr. Reilly wanted consultation with
the mayor of each municipality im-
pacted by the railroad before a deci-
sion was made for reactivation, and
said that the August 2003 forum in
Kenilworth should have been held
before the contract was signed in 2002.

Due to Early Close of Meeting, Prospect Street
Subdivision Testimony Deferred to November

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The October monthly meeting of
the Westfield Planning Board, which
featured an appeal made by Bruce
and Edna Ashforth to subdivide prop-
erty at 1249 Prospect Street from an
existing single lot into two, single-
family building lots, had to end early,
forcing the appeal to be carried over
to the November meeting because of
the late night filming of NBC’s com-
edy/drama, “Ed,” in the municipal
lot.

A decision regarding that appeal
had been carried over from the July
meeting due to the late hour and

testimony needed from an environ-
mental expert regarding buffer zones.

Edward Kuc of Eastern States En-
vironmental Associates testified last
Thursday evening on behalf of the
Ashforths’ application. He stated that
according to the Wetland Letter of
Interpretation submitted to the De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) in May of this year, the
buffer area will comply with the
restrictions set forth by the DEP.

Mr. Kuc noted that the two pro-
posed properties would have sepa-
rate drainage issues. He also stated
that there would be a Declaration of
a Deed Restriction noting that one

location was increased so that both
lots could meet the 50-foot buffer
zone requirement.

He concluded that, in his opinion,
the applicant’s engineer, Andrew
Birtok, submitted a plan that met
DEP requirements.

Town Planning Consultant Blais
Brancheau of Robert Catlin and As-
sociates stated that under Town Or-
dinance 10.04H, which is an ordi-
nance regarding the “suitability of
lots,” he questioned the “suitable
room not only for a building, but for
a yard.”

He asked Mr. Kuc if municipal
codes preclude any DEP decisions

about “usual” or “reasonable” rear
yard setbacks. He noted that, accord-
ing to Westfield Town Codes, 35 feet
is required. Twentysix  feet exists for
the current structure, and a 20-foot
set back is proposed for the second
property.
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    From the Archives of The Westfield Leader
GIDDY UP, PARTNER…Children and parents have been invited to dress up in
their Halloween best for the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club’s 42nd annual Halloween
Parade and Costume Contest o Sunday, October 26.

Y’s Men Club Will Sponsor
Halloween Parade on Oct. 26

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y’s
Men’s club will host it 42nd annual
Halloween Parade and Costume Con-
test on Sunday, October 26.

Children and parents wishing to
participate in this year’s festivities
should gather at the Elm Street Field
in Westfield at 12:45 p.m. on Octo-
ber 26. Between 12:45 p.m. and 1:15
p.m., the judging of costumes will
take place and free treat bags will be
given to the children participating.

The Westfield Fire Department’s
Super Truck and the Westfield High
School Marching Band will lead the
parade, which will begin at 1:15 p.m.
from Elm Street Field and travel up
Elm Street to East Broad Street and
into Mindowaskin Park.

Awards will be given following

the parade at the gazebo in the park.
Ribbons will be awarded for first,
second and third places for each age
group. For groups of five or more
there will be cash prizes awarded for
first ($35), second ($25) and third
($15). Children of all ages up through
fifth grade may participate.

A nonprofit organization, the club
is known for its Christmas Tree Sale
at the Elm Street Field between
Thanksgiving and Christmas. The
funds generated by the tree sale are
donated to a wide variety of commu-
nity organizations.

Through community support of
the sale, the Y’s Men’s Club is able to
make substantial contributions to
these organizations.

To become a member of the Y’s
Men’s Club, please call the Westfield
Y at (908) 233-2700.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

contract was signed with M&E…just
before the general election,” com-
mented Dr. Nozza.

Dr. Nozza had previously sub-
mitted three questions at the Sep-
tember 10 Freeholder meeting and
asked that the board get back to
him with written responses. He said
that none of his questions were
ever answered.

“I asked for a written response by
the board to these three questions…I
would like these answers in writing
within 24 hours because this has been
over a month now,” Dr. Nozza said.

The questions he raised mainly
dealt with the process used by Union
County to contract with M&E for the
railroad reactivation. Issues ad-
dressed in the questions focused on
the bidding process, which Dr. Nozza
claims violated local public contracts
law; and Freeholder Scutari’s letter
of October 2002, which Dr. Nozza
said led to “doublespeak and public
confusion…illegally perpetrated.”

In response to Dr. Nozza’s com-
ments about the bidding process, Mr.
Devanney said, “As we’ve stated in
the past, there was a competitive
process that the county entered into
in conjunction with the Port Author-
ity in awarding that contract.”

Joanne Dillon, Co-President of the
“Stop The Train” coalition, questioned
the previously made assurances of the
Freeholders that the railroad reactiva-
tion would not occur.

“At one time or another each of you
made a statement saying that this rail-
road would not go through without the
mutual consent of the municipalities,
all of this while knowing that each of
you had signed and approved a resolu-
tion to reactivate this railroad prior to
making these statements,” said Ms.
Dillon.

Turning her comments to Freeholder
Scutari, Ms. Dillon asked, “What was
the Democratic party of Union County
thinking about when they recom-
mended you to fill this seat? You know-
ingly lied to the residents of Union
County when you sent that infamous
letter out stating that the railroad wasn’t
coming through our town. And they
reward you by offering you a promo-
tion?”

In all prior meetings and comments
made by the public, the letter sent by
Freeholder Scutari had always been
referred to in singular form. However,
Arlene Murphy of Roselle – another
member of the “Stop The Train” coali-
tion – revealed that Freeholder Scutari
had sent out more than one letter, with
several minute changes for each mu-
nicipality who received a letter.

As Ms. Murphy demonstrated to the
board and the rest of the public, “I have
three (letters) here.” She then read some
of the language in the letter sent to
Roselle residents, along with excerpts
from letters to Roselle Park and
Kenilworth residents.

The Kenilworth letter, as stated by
Ms. Murphy, read, “Here are the facts:
the clearing of these lines is strictly for
health and public safety reasons, not
for reactivation. There is no intention
of starting any rail service along these
lines in your community.”

Ms. Murphy showed that each letter
from Freeholder Scutari displayed a
different signature from the others, a
fact that was confirmed upon inspec-
tion of the letters.

“We have three different signatures
on these letters. Who are these letters

ILLIAMS URSERY
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from? These are boilerplate letters, and
this means that it wasn’t a simple acci-
dental lie, Mr. Scutari. It was a calcu-
lated (lie),” opined Ms. Murphy.

She further added that she had spo-
ken with Assemblyman Neil Cohen –
whose name was apparently mentioned
in one of the letters – and that accord-
ing to her, Mr. Cohen had not been
aware of his name appearing in the
letter.

In summing up her comments, Ms.
Murphy commented, “Why is he
(Scutari) lying? Why is he lying? And
then the Peter principle, he is going to
become a Senator…he didn’t do well
here, so now we’re going to move him
upstairs.”

Mary Beth Kelly of Roselle criti-
cized the Scutari letter as well, saying
that residents in her community took
the letter for what it said about cleaning
up the railroad tracks.

“People are still in disbelief that a
train is really coming through,” said
Ms. Kelly.

In response to the railroad-oriented
resolution issue, Mr. Devanney ex-
plained that that resolution was an
attempt to control the railroad reacti-
vation. He said that the goal was to try
and constrain the growth of the rail-
road, as well as to prevent future phases
of the railroad from being imple-
mented.

“We subsequently found out from
two different legal opinions that that
section of the contract was unenforce-
able, and there was nothing we could
do about that. It was legally indefen-
sible,” stated Mr. Devanney.

Although Freeholder Scutari chose
not to respond to his critics, several of
the other freeholders spoke on Scutari’s
behalf.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan came to
Scutari’s defense, voicing his unequivo-
cal support for his colleague. He said
that Mr. Scutari had the board’s full
support, as well as support “for his
(Scutari’s) anticipated election to the
Senate next month.”

Likewise, Freeholder Louis Mingo
echoed the prior comments and added
some of his own sentiments. Referring
to the upcoming Senate election, he
commented, “I know that he (Scutari)
has the skills and the ability (to be a
Senator).”

Scutari Criticized as Railroad
Reactivation Slowly Begins

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WF Council
tion due to the lack of space and poor
field conditions.

Mr. Palatucci stated that a new,
lighted turf field is “not a luxury
item.”

In other business, Boulevard resi-
dent Jay Hershey questioned the el-
evation on a portion of the proposed
parking deck on South Avenue at 52
feet 11 inches.

Third Ward Democrat Councilman
David Haas said that he asked the
same question and was told that
measurement is the height of the
deck itself, and may be visible from
Central Avenue.

Mr. Hershey also stated that there
is a potential appearance of a con-
flict of interest with Edwards &
Kelcey and recommended the town
hire an independent third party to
review the process. He encouraged
the council to have a non-binding
referendum.

Jubb Corbet spoke on behalf of the
members of the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce in favor of Edwards
& Kelcey. He said that Guy Kelcey
lived in Westfield, and even though
he is no longer running the company,
he left his mark. He said that the firm
is “not going to screw up their repu-
tation.”

Boulevard resident Rosalyn
Harrison stated that the town needs
an “expert to help you evaluate this
report.” She added that because the
firm is associated with the developer
they are perceived to have a bias.

Resident Jacqueline Brevard said
that the study done by Edwards &
Kelcey will not be independent, and
she said that an expert to oversee it
does not change that fact. She said
that an independent consultant is
needed from the start and added that
she does not see the harm in holding
a non-binding referendum.

Resident Sharon Stockwell rec-
ommended that the members of the
council and public read the editorial
in last week’s edition of The Westfield
Leader. She questioned if there were
checks and balances on the legal
aspects of this process.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
stated that the editorial was wrong
on its interpretation of the law.

John Devitt said that at the Sep-
tember 30 council meeting, when he
requested a referendum and wanted
to hear each councilperson’s opin-
ion, the mayor “deflected the ques-
tion” and “shielded the council.” He
also asked Second Ward Republican
Councilman Rafael Betancourt if he
has come forward to support citizens
who are against the proposed park-
ing lot adjacent to Temple Emanu-
El.

Councilman Betancourt stated that
the issue of the temple parking lot is
before the Board of Adjustment and
that it would be improper for him to
comment. He added that he would
like Mr. Devitt to allow the council
to finish the process to find out if the
decks are feasible or not, saying that
his comments are “perhaps prema-
ture.”

Mr. Devitt said he is not sure the
public agrees, to which Councilman
Betancourt said, “You’re not the pub-
lic.”

Hort Street resident Bill Brown
said that residents should not vote for
the incumbent candidates in place of
a referendum.

The council will meet in confer-
ence on Tuesday, October 21, at 8
p.m.

the test, confirming the benefit of the
new curriculum introduced last year.

The NJ ASK was given to the 61
students in the fourth grade. The
students scored 100 percent profi-
ciency in language arts and 77 per-
cent proficient in math.

The GEPA test for eighth grade
showed 91 percent proficient in lan-
guage arts, 80 percent proficient in
math and 94 percent proficient in
science. Weaknesses were evident in
math, problem solving, spatial sense
and editing.

Mrs. Cosimano stated that, “Kids
need to have a strong background so
they really understand it. We need to
introduce, reinforce and (help stu-
dents) master the information.”

Board member Mary Beth
Schaumburg noticed a discrepancy
in the percentage of student’s profi-
cient. In certain areas tested, 99 per-
cent of students scored below the
proficiency level, yet the overall pro-
ficiency claimed higher levels. Mrs.
Cosimano will follow up with the
Sate Department to determine how
the scoring is computed.

Mrs. Betty Woodruff, the Deerfield
School nurse, made a presentation to
the Board regarding the Nursing Ser-
vices Plan as mandated by the State
Department of Health and Senior
Services.

Mrs. Woodruff explained that the
position of school nurse covers a
multitude of roles, including investi-
gator, community liaison, child ad-
vocate, as well as nurse. She also
reported that the nurse’s office deals
with approximately 20-25 student
visits per day.

Deerfield School has two nurses
on staff. Due to the fact that many
children in the student body suffer
from life threatening food allergies,
it is imperative that a nurse accom-
panies children on field trips.

Mrs. Woodruff expressed concern
over the fact that once Beechwood
School opens, the second nurse will
be moving to that location leaving
each location shorthanded in the
event the nurse needs to go along
with children on trips, or if the nurse
is out of the building for other rea-
sons.

At the present time, Mountainside
does not have any names on its sub-
stitute nurse list. The District pays a
nurse substitute $80 per day, as op-
posed to $130 per day paid by the
Summit School District.

Board member Sally Rivieccio
urged the board to increase the sub
pay in order to attract more substi-
tutes to the District. Board President
Peter Goggi assured the board and
the public that he will be resolving
the problem prior to the opening of
Beechwood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS School Bd.

the volunteer fire department.
The Mountainside Fire Commit-

tee will meet on Tuesday, October
12, at 6 p.m. to discuss the replace-
ment of an emergency generator in
the borough’s firehouse.

In other business, the council has
approved awarding a bid for resur-
facing Woodacres Drive, Section 2
to Jenicar Builders Contractors Com-
pany, Inc. for the amount of
$170,142.23.

Finally, Mayor Vigliani reported
that he is currently working on the
municipal budget and will present the
spending plan shortly at an upcoming
council meeting. He noted for the
record that recently, the annual audit
for the borough was reported to be
“up to date, complete and correct.”
He also stated that the auditors had no
comments for recommendations.

The next Mountainside Council
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
October 21, at 8 p.m.

Mr. Kline added that the Freeholder
Board should have “incorporate(d)
the residents into the planning” of the
railroad, while Mr. Renna accused
the board of secret dealings in con-
nection with the railroad.

Freeholder Scanlon responded,
“There are no decisions made by this
Freeholder Board in bathrooms, as
some of these other candidates want
you to believe.”

Freeholder Holmes added that
based on consultations with attor-
neys, a law “imposed by the federal
government (that) precludes munici-
palities from interfering with the
operation of railroad.

Likewise, Freeholder Mirabella
commented that since the law required
compliance, the Freeholder Board de-
cided to exercise the utmost control
allowed under law, including a limit on
the number of railroad cars and times
of day the trains can pass through.

“Once it was determined we could
not stop it legally…we decided we
would do the next best thing and take
control over it,” noted Freeholder
Mirabella.

Ms. Briemer was concerned that
due to the nature of a railroad, “Emer-
gency vehicles would be blocked if
they had to come or go at the time the
train was passing.” She also echoed the
prior comments calling for more pub-
lic outreach on the part of the county.

The geese gassing was also dis-
cussed, with Freeholder Scanlon ex-
plaining that geese overpopulation is
severe in Union County.

Freeholder Holmes, who said he
regretted having to take any kind of
life, compared the geese problem to
the deer overpopulation that Union
County experienced several years ago.

“We certainly took steps to address
that (the deer) issue, the same way we
are taking steps to address the geese
issue,” stated Freeholder Holmes.

Other candidates, such as Mr.
Haynes, expressed disapproval re-
garding the geese gassing.

“They (the geese) are living crea-
tures and they should not be put to
death for being in the wrong place at
the wrong time,” said Mr. Haynes.

Mr. Kline compared the geese gas-
sing to the horrors at Auschwitz dur-
ing the Holocaust. This not only
brought a few boos from the audi-
ence, but also a stern rebuke from
Freeholder Mirabella, expressing his
outrage that Mr. Kline could make
such a comparison.

The juvenile detention center issue
brought some strong comments from
each of the candidates. Overcrowding
and a new site location have been the
main issues with regard to the facility,
as Freeholders Scanlon, Mirabella and
Holmes discussed in their remarks.

However, despite the difficulty
related to finding a new site, “We
will build a new juvenile detention
center,’ affirmed Freeholder Holmes,
also echoed by his colleagues.

Other candidates also recognized
the need for a new facility.

Mr. Renna said, “This (building of
a new facility) should be the number
one concern.”

Likewise, Mr. Reilly felt the issue
of a new detention center is one “that
needs to be addressed immediately.”

Solutions were also offered as to
overcrowding at the center. Ms.
Briemer said that using ankle bracelets
to monitor offenders might reduce the
amount of juveniles at the center.

Mr. Haynes added, “If we have
after-school programs…we can pos-
sibly save some of those children”
from having to be kept at the facility.

The forum is scheduled for re-
broadcast on local stations among
the municipalities of Union County.
At press time, details regarding the
rebroadcast were unavailable.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
• A burglary to a motor vehicle was

reported in the 800 block of Embree
Crescent, in which one or more un-
known individuals removed a purse con-
taining personal papers and a cellular
telephone from the unlocked vehicle.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4
• A construction contractor reported

the theft of assorted tools from a job site
on Codding Road.

• A Washington Street resident re-
ported that someone had obtained Sprint
cellular telephone service in her name
and made unauthorized calls totaling
$647.95.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6
• Geoffrey Crosby, 49, of Westfield

was arrested in the 800 block of Tice
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was also taken into cus-
tody on a contempt of court warrant for
$104 issued by the Municipal Court of
Mantoloking.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8
• Willie Demar Lynn, 23, of Lake-

wood was arrested on Central Avenue
after being stopped for motor vehicle
violations. A search found him to be in
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana.

Lynn was also arrested on a $1,000
warrant out of Lakewood. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance on the
Westfield charge and turned over to
authorities in Lakewood.

• A 66-year-old Westfield woman
reported that she was assaulted in the
1100 block of Boynton Avenue by an-
other woman who allegedly caused her
to fall from a chair, resulting in an injury
to her right leg.

The victim, who was treated at the
scene by Westfield Rescue Squad per-
sonnel, was advised of the procedure for
filing a complaint. However, police said
no complaint had been filed as of press
time.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
• William J. Maines, 39, of Scotch

Plains was arrested on Lamberts Mill
Road and charged with driving while
intoxicated, after being stopped for mo-
tor vehicle violations. He was released
to a responsible party.

• A Lamberts Mill Road resident re-
ported the theft of two wristwatches
from his bedroom dresser.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10
• A burglary was reported at a resi-

dence on Sandra Circle. Police described
the suspect in the case as a black male,
between 5 feet, 9 inches and six feet tall,
and weighing 160 to 190 pounds. He was
pursued into Fairview Cemetery but
eluded capture. Most of the stolen prop-
erty was recovered outside of the resi-
dence.

• An object, possibly a rock, was
thrown at the windshield of a car in the
south side train station parking lot, caus-
ing it to crack.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11
• A Long Branch resident reported

that someone threw an unknown object
at his motor vehicle while he was driv-
ing, causing a dent to the front left side
of the vehicle. The incident occurred at
Boulevard and Clifton Street.

• Ivan Clark, 24, of Roselle was ar-
rested on drug charges in the 600 block
of South Avenue following a stop for a
motor vehicle violation.

He was charged with possession of 35
vials of suspected cocaine, distribution
of suspected cocaine and distribution of
suspected cocaine in a school zone. Clark,
who was also wanted on warrants out of
Elizabeth and Newark for various motor
vehicle violations, was held in lieu of
$11,630 cash bail.

Mr. Kuc said that while the DEP
does not get involved with
municipality’s zoning issues, it does
receive “countless applications” where
it is “commonplace” that 20 feet serves
as a “reasonable backyard.”

According to the July testimony
given from Harbor Consultants in
Cranford, because there are wetlands
in the first proposed sub-divided lot,
a 50-foot buffer zone would have to
be installed, which is required by the
DEP. Mr. Birtok noted that the di-
mensions along the buffer zone would
change at different places of the prop-
erty narrowing at some points to 25
feet and widening at other places to
75 feet.

This, Mr. Birtok stated, was “an
acceptable practice” as he under-
stood the rules of the DEP. He noted
that as long as the land was compen-
sated at another point, it was accept-
able to go less than the 50-foot buffer.
Which is what he did by widening
the buffer zone to 75 feet at the other
end.

At that July meeting, Planning
Board member Robert Newell stated
that according to the plans submitted
by Mr. Birtok, there was an area of
the buffer zone that was placed on
the applicant’s second proposed sub-
divided property.

Mr. Newell joined others in ques-
tioning how the buffer zone could
legally be stretched onto the other
property if the land were to be ap-
proved for a subdivision.

Mr. Birtok stated that it was okay
to extend onto the second lot since
Mr. Ashforth owned both properties.
Mr. Newell stated that he thought the
buffer zone would then not be ac-
ceptable to the DEP if the second lot
was sold and Mr. Ashforth no longer
owned both properties.

According to previous testimony
given by the owner, Mr. Ashforth, the
property was not always one lot and
was merged by him in 1981. He
stated that the first property was ac-
quired in 1967 and the second in
1974, and were both bought from
then builder Ehmann Fhen, who has
been retired for many years.

He noted that the variance approv-
als that he needs regarding side yard,
lot width, lot frontage and front yard
setback relief are a result of zoning
changes that happened in 1995, when
the town’s Master Plan was adopted.

He noted that over the years, the
zoning has gone from RS100 to
RS100L to RS40. He stated that when
the latest zoning change took place
in 1995, 12 out of the 18 homes in
that particular zone were then re-
zoned at non-compliance of the new
ordinance.

According to Mr. Ashforth, a total
of 67 percent of the lots were re-
zoned as not meeting the zoning
changes. It was noted however that
his property was not one of the 67
percent.

He also noted that when he first
bought the second lot there was al-
ready a foundation put in place, from
the builder, but the town had stopped
the project because of sewage con-
cerns.

Mr. Ashforth concluded that the
town did put in a sewer system in the
late 1970s and that he then bought
two separate sewer lines so that some
day, when he and his wife retired,
they could sell the second property
to a builder.

Testimony from the applicant’s Pro-
fessional Planner, Edward Lipinsky
will take place at the planning board’s
Monday, November 3, meeting, which
is set to begin at 8 p.m.
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Dartmouth College
Welcomes Residents
AREA – Dartmouth College

in Hanover, N.H. has announced
the enrollment of Sean Adams of
Westfield and Monique Adriano
Lemus of Scotch Plains.

Sean is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
William Adams of Westfield.
Monique is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edmundo Lemus of
Scotch Plains.


