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- Joanne Dillon, Co-President of the
“Stop The Train” coalition
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Railroad Reactivation Slowly Begins While
Freeholder Scutari Faces Harsh Criticism

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

For the past few months, the meet-
ings of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders have focused
largely on the impending Morristown
& Erie (M&E) railroad reactivation,
and the October 9 meeting was no
different, as several members of the
coalition to “Stop The Train” and
other regular meeting attendees re-
turned to voice their displeasure.

Most of the comments, however,
were directed toward Freeholder
Nicholas Scutari and a letter.

Freeholder Scutari, who was re-
cently selected to replace former State
Senator Joseph Suliga as the Demo-

crat candidate for the 22nd District in
the upcoming elections, sent a letter
to several communities last October
regarding railroad reactivation.

In that letter, Freeholder Scutari
stated, among other things that, al-
though the affected railroad tracks were
being cleaned, the cleaning was strictly
for maintenance purposes and that no
railroad reactivation would occur.

At the October 9 meeting, oppo-
nents of the railroad pointed out the
inaccuracies contained in the letter,
and brought to light another revela-
tion regarding the letter itself.

However, before the discussion
turned to the letter, County Manager
George Devanney gave his regular

briefing as to the status of the rail-
road reactivation. Among important
dates and meetings, he noted that on
September 26, M&E and the county
met with the state Department of
Transportation (DOT) in Trenton for
a progress review.

Further, on September 30, the state
Diagnostic Team met with M&E and
officials in Cranford to discuss the
South Avenue grade crossing and
improvements.

According to Mr. Devanney, Pine
Street in Roselle was closed on Oc-
tober 8 for reconstruction of the rail-
road crossing. Other related closings
in Roselle have or will take place
within the coming days. In addition,
the rebuilding of the Staten Island
Railroad in Linden and Roselle con-
tinues, with railroad ties being re-
placed between East and West Balti-
more Avenues in Linden, and Chest-
nut Street and St. Georges Avenue in
Roselle.

Mr. Devanney reported that begin-
ning this week, bridge decks over
Linden and Elizabeth Avenues in
Linden would be replaced.

Regarding the automobile dealer-
ship on Route 22 that will be im-
pacted by the reactivation, Mr.
Devanney said that M&E has devel-
oped a preliminary plan to accom-
modate the dealership.

M&E has also requested meetings
with municipalities, and follow-up

inquiries have been
conducted. He added
that letters were sent
to all citizens request-
ing individual meetings
from the Kenilworth
hearing, and more fol-
low-ups are being
scheduled.

Mr. Devanney added
that the preliminary
draft budget for the
railroad has been com-
pleted and will be re-
viewed with the state

DOT.
Dr. Daniel Nozza, who is a Senate

candidate for the 20th District, again
raised several concerns about the rail-
road reactivation. He noted that the
contract with M&E was signed in April
of 2002, yet the letter from Freeholder
Scutari was sent in October of 2002.

“The Scutari letter went out in
October, a full five months after the
contract was signed with M&E…just
before the general election,” com-
mented Dr. Nozza.

Dr. Nozza had previously submit-
ted three questions at the September
10 Freeholder meeting and asked
that the board get back to him with
written responses. He said that none
of his questions were ever answered.

“I asked for a written response by
the board to these three questions…I
would like these answers in writing
within 24 hours because this has been
over a month now,” Dr. Nozza said.

The questions he raised mainly
dealt with the process used by Union
County to contract with M&E for the
railroad reactivation. Issues ad-
dressed in the questions focused on
the bidding process, which Dr. Nozza
claims violated local public contracts
law; and Freeholder Scutari’s letter
of October 2002, which Dr. Nozza
said led to “doublespeak and public
confusion…illegally perpetrated.”

In response to Dr. Nozza’s com-
ments about the bidding process, Mr.
Devanney said, “As we’ve stated in
the past, there was a competitive
process that the county entered into
in conjunction with the Port Author-
ity in awarding that contract.”

Joanne Dillon, Co-President of the
“Stop The Train” coalition, questioned
the previously made assurances of the
Freeholders that the railroad reactiva-
tion would not occur.

“At one time or another each of
you made a statement saying that
this railroad would not go through
without the mutual consent of the
municipalities, all of this while know-
ing that each of you had signed and
approved a resolution to reactivate
this railroad prior to making these
statements,” said Ms. Dillon.

Turning her comments to Free-
holder Scutari, Ms. Dillon asked,
“What was the Democratic party of
Union County thinking about when
they recommended you to fill this
seat? You knowingly lied to the resi-
dents of Union County when you
sent that infamous letter out stating
that the railroad wasn’t coming

BOE Concentrates on Special Services Program;
Will Spend $150,000 on Maintenance of Schools

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Times

The pressing challenge of meeting
the No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
guidelines was not outwardly spoken
about in length at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meet-
ing on October 9, however it was an
underlying topic of discussion.

Much of the meeting directly
touched upon areas Scotch Plains-
Fanwood can improve their special
services program, the leading factor
that kept the high school from pass-
ing the NCLB requirements.

Particular attention was given to
Director of Special Services Thomas
Beese who is preparing a violence
and vandalism report for the board.

“This report is required by the
state. It is not required by the No
Child Left Behind program,” ex-
plained Kathleen Meyer, the Public
Information Coordinator for Scotch
Plains and Fanwood public schools.

The report compares the behavior
the students, their gender, and the
teacher’s response to the act of vio-
lence or vandalism.

“It’s a corrective action plan to
help teachers learn how to deal with
situations and keep the specialized
students learning in the regular edu-
cation classrooms,” Mr. Beese said.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye asked Mr. Beese how many
students, parents and teachers he had
spoken with in the past week regard-
ing special education situations.

Mr. Beese answered, “At least 25
in the past five days.”

The open agenda portion of the
meeting began with public com-
ments. Although attendance was
slight one concerned parent did pro-
pose that the curb cut on Westfield
Road should be repainted and a sign
should be erected.

“The curb is often blocked by
parked cars and this poses a problem
to handicap people trying to cross

Maria Woehr for The Times
CONCERNED PARENT…Debra Asher proposed that the curb cut on Westfield
Road should be repainted and a sign should be erected at the October 9 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education meeting.

the street. We need a sign saying, ‘Do
Not Block Handicap Access’,” said
Debra Asher, a concerned parent.

In addition, the board approved
the submission of a grant application
for Character Education Programs.

According to Assistant Superinten-
dent for Instruction, Dr. Margaret
Hayes, the $13,000 grant that used to
fund character programs for all Scotch
Plains schools, including Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s Project Ad-
venture would this year be used to
solely focus on a Bridge Builder’s
Library for younger children grades
two through four and the PALS (Peer
and Leadership Support) Program at
Park and Terrill Middle Schools.

“The Bridge Builder’s Library is a
literature based multi-cultural pro-
gram that teaches themes like cour-
age and justice. It’s a supplement to
their reading materials, naturally in-
tegrating with their curriculum,” Dr.
Hayes reported.

The other grant-funded-program
PALS encourages eighth graders to
teach fifth graders about moral is-
sues and ‘doing the right thing.’

Next, the board passed a motion to
spend more than $150,000 on main-
tenance to the schools.

Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi said the money would be used
for electrical work and replacing all
interior, exterior and stairwell doors as
well as cafeteria tables in the schools.

The board also decided to spend
$500,000 to lease and purchase 54
school buses and new computer
equipment.

“It’s important to update our equip-
ment. We’re purchasing laptops for
the high school and replacing a lot of
the older equipment, plus its part of
the ongoing process to get a com-
puter in the hands of our teachers,”
said Mr. Del Sordi.

The next meeting will be held
Thursday, October 23, at Evergreen
Elementary School at 7 p.m.

Township Council Will Award Bids
For Field of Dreams Ballfield Project

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

It is expected that bids will soon be
awarded for the expansion of
ballfields at Park Middle School on
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The Township Council, at its regular
meeting on Tuesday night, introduced
an ordinance that will authorize the
appropriation of $225,000 to be used
on the Field of Dreams ballfield ex-
pansion project, which is being funded
partly by $300,000 in matching grant
funds from Union County.

Last year, separate grants of
$100,000 each were made to the
township, the Borough of Fanwood
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, which are un-
dertaking the project as part of their
shared services cooperation.

Councilman Frank Rossi reported
that bids for the $825,000 project
have been received and it is expected
that an award will be made in the
next few weeks. He said the bids
were a bit higher than the initial
monies appropriated because of
needed work to stabilize the stream
that runs alongside the northern edge
of the school property.

Mayor Martin Marks called the
project, which is being done in con-
junction with Fanwood and the joint
board of education, “one of our prime
shared services initiatives” and “one
of our biggest ones.”

A public hearing on the ordinance
will be held on Tuesday, October 28.

In other matters, the council intro-
duced an ordinance that will bring
the township into line with new state

mandates regarding illegal parking
in handicapped parking spaces.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool ex-
plained that the state has sharply
increased fines for such illegal park-
ing and, “in response, we’re updat-
ing our parking ordinance to reflect
those changes.”

The public hearing on this ordi-
nance will also be held on October 28.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion authorizing the local govern-
ment to insert a $5,265 federal grant
into the 2003 budget that will be used
for the bulletproof vest program.

Another resolution was passed that
amends an earlier resolution regard-
ing the leaf-pick-up program. Tues-
day night’s resolution corrected the
dates of the township’s lease of

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
BUSINESS TOUR…Greg Natic, left, of Scotch Plains Music Center talked with Congressman Mike Ferguson, right,
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, second from right, and music students on Mayor Marks and Congressman
Ferguson’s business tour on Columbus Day.

Freeholder Candidates
Put Issues to Forefront
During League Forum

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The League of Women Voters of
Union County conducted its annual
Freeholder Candidates Forum on
Tuesday at Cranford Municipal Hall,
and the forum brought forth interest-
ing discussions regarding Union
County issues.

All eight candidates attended the
forum, including Democrat incum-
bents candidates Deborah Scanlon,
Chester Holmes and Alexander
Mirabella; Republican candidates
Kenneth Haynes, Stuart Kline and
Bob Reilly; Green Party candidate
Barbara Briemer; and Independent
candidate Joe Renna. There are three
seats up for election on the nine-
member Freeholder Board.

Each candidate gave a brief open-
ing statement, followed by a ques-
tion and answer session. Questions
from the League and the audience
were submitted to the candidates for
their responses. Following the ques-
tion and answer session came clos-
ing statements by each candidate.

A plethora of topics were dis-
cussed, including taxes, education,
open space, privatization of Runnells
Hospital, and the budget. However,
focus soon fell on the impending
railroad reactivation, geese gassing,
and the juvenile detention center.

Throughout the evening, the in-
cumbents pointed to their solid track
record in areas such as preserving
open space, senior citizen programs,
and educational initiatives. Their
challengers, meanwhile, sought to
explain how in their view, changes
were needed in county government.

The Morristown & Erie (M&E)
Railroad was a hot topic among the
candidates. Several felt that with re-
gards to the railroad, the Freeholders
did not reach out sufficiently to the
affected communities.

“There was no community involve-
ment,” said Mr. Haynes.

Mr. Reilly wanted consultation
with the mayor of each municipality
impacted by the railroad before a
decision was made for reactivation,
and said that the August 2003 forum
in Kenilworth should have been held
before the contract was signed in
2002.

Mr. Kline added that the Free-
holder Board should have
“incorporate(d) the residents into the
planning” of the railroad, while Mr.
Renna accused the board of secret
dealings in connection with the rail-
road.

Freeholder Scanlon responded,
“There are no decisions made by this
Freeholder Board in bathrooms, as

Fanwood Council Recognizes
Local Emergency Responders

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Resolutions were presented to two
emergency response members at
Tuesday’s regular meeting of the
Fanwood council, with Mayor Louis
Jung emphasizing the importance of
recognizing those who “give self-
lessly of themselves to improve the

health, welfare and safety of the resi-
dents of Fanwood.”

Eileen Ochsner, a member of the
Fanwood Rescue Squad, was recog-
nized by her employer, Public Ser-
vice Electric & Gas, at its annual
corporate recognition celebration for
excellence in volunteering.

She received a $1,000 award, which

will be given to the squad. In a reso-
lution presented to her by Mayor
Jung and Councilman Michael
Brennan, council liaison to the res-
cue squad, she was thanked for “her
compassion and selfless actions to
improve the quality of life for all.”

Mayor Jung read a resolution wel-
coming Fanwood resident Kristopher
Piccola to the Fanwood Fire Depart-
ment. Mr. Piccola, who has served as
a volunteer in the company for sev-
eral years in the youth division known
as “Explorers,” is now 18 and eli-
gible to become a full-time firefighter.
He will begin his service next month.

Councilman David Trumpp gave
the Fire Chief’s report for the month
of September, which included nine
calls for smoke detector, carbon
monoxide detector and fire alarm
activation; three for smoke removal;
one call providing medical assis-
tance to the rescue squad; one motor
vehicle accident, and five calls in-
volving drill and training.

Councilman Brennan presented
September’s report from the rescue
squad, listing 40 calls for assistance,
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through our town. And they reward
you by offering you a promotion?”

In all prior meetings and com-
ments made by the public, the letter
sent by Freeholder Scutari had al-
ways been referred to in singular
form. However, Arlene Murphy of
Roselle – another member of the
“Stop The Train” coalition – re-
vealed that Freeholder Scutari had
sent out more than one letter, with
several minute changes for each mu-
nicipality who received a letter.

As Ms. Murphy demonstrated to
the board and the rest of the public, “I
have three (letters) here.” She then
read some of the language in the
letter sent to Roselle residents, along
with excerpts from letters to Roselle
Park and Kenilworth residents.

The Kenilworth letter, as stated by
Ms. Murphy, read, “Here are the facts:
the clearing of these lines is strictly
for health and public safety reasons,
not for reactivation. There is no inten-
tion of starting any rail service along
these lines in your community.”

Ms. Murphy showed that each
letter from Freeholder Scutari dis-
played a different signature from
the others, a fact that was confirmed
upon inspection of the letters.

“We have three different signatures
on these letters. Who are these letters
from? These are boilerplate letters,
and this means that it wasn’t a simple
accidental lie, Mr. Scutari. It was a
calculated (lie),” opined Ms. Murphy.

She further added that she had
spoken with Assemblyman Neil
Cohen – whose name was appar-
ently mentioned in one of the letters
– and that according to her, Mr.
Cohen had not been aware of his
name appearing in the letter.

In summing up her comments, Ms.
Murphy commented, “Why is he
(Scutari) lying? Why is he lying?
And then the Peter principle, he is
going to become a Senator…he didn’t
do well here, so now we’re going to
move him upstairs.”

Mary Beth Kelly of Roselle criti-
cized the Scutari letter as well, say-
ing that residents in her community
took the letter for what it said about
cleaning up the railroad tracks.

“People are still in disbelief that a
train is really coming through,” said
Ms. Kelly.

In response to the railroad-oriented
resolution issue, Mr. Devanney ex-
plained that that resolution was an
attempt to control the railroad reac-
tivation. He said that the goal was to
try and constrain the growth of the
railroad, as well as to prevent future
phases of the railroad from being
implemented.

“We subsequently found out from
two different legal opinions that that
section of the contract was unen-
forceable, and there was nothing we
could do about that. It was legally
indefensible,” stated Mr. Devanney.

Although Freeholder Scutari chose
not to respond to his critics, several
of the other freeholders spoke on
Scutari’s behalf.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan came
to Scutari’s defense, voicing his un-
equivocal support for his colleague.
He said that Mr. Scutari had the
board’s full support, as well as sup-
port “for his (Scutari’s) anticipated
election to the Senate next month.”

Likewise, Freeholder Louis Mingo
echoed the prior comments and added
some of his own sentiments. Refer-
ring to the upcoming Senate elec-
tion, he commented, “I know that he
(Scutari) has the skills and the ability
(to be a Senator).”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scutari Criticized as Railroad
Reactivation Slowly Begins

Identity Theft Lecture
Set at Men’s Night

SCOTCH PLAINS – A “Men’s
Night” will be hosted by the Col-
lege Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains on Monday, October 27, at
7:30 p.m. at Union Catholic Re-
gional High School in Scotch Plains.

Detective Peter Campanelli,
an officer in the Union County
Sheriff’s Office, will discuss
“Identity Theft – A Growing
Problem in Today’s Society.” He
will provide tips on how to pro-
tect personal identity.

For more information, please
call (908) 889-7624.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Edwards & Kelcey Firm
Hired for Traffic Study

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- After much dis-
cussion in their pre-conference meet-
ing and on the dais during the public
portion of the meeting, the Westfield
Town Council passed a resolution to
award the traffic study related to the
parking deck redevelopment projects
to Edwards & Kelcey in an 8-1 vote.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana was the only vote
against the resolution.

At last week’s conference session
the council discussed whether or not
to hire another firm to perform the
traffic study due to the fact that
Edwards & Kelcey is part of the
parking deck developer Nassau HKT
team.

Tuesday evening’s meeting began
with a discussion by representatives
from Edwards & Kelcey, as well as
representatives from the developer
HKT Nassau.

The representatives explained that
counts and observations will be done
for the study, and those numbers will
then published numbers will be used
to calculate in the proposed retail,
residential and parking spaces. The
intersections will then be graded for
level of service. The firm will then
devise solutions to improve the level
of service.

According to Mike Dipple of
Edwards & Kelcey, the firm has done
work with Nassau HKT before, but
stated that they “will not risk (their)
reputation.” He said that study would
be a “true study with true numbers.”

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
woman Susan Jacobson questioned
how much of the study is interpreta-
tive.

Tom Feffa of Edwards & Kelcey
explained that the process is a sci-
ence.

Greg Troast of Nassau HKT said
that if the project does not work it is
better for the developer to walk away.
He said that Edwards & Kelcey is the
best firm to use, adding that his firm
has walked away from 15 to 20
projects in the past.

The council decided that they
would approve Edwards & Kelcey,
as well as another firm to review
their work.

During the public portion of the
meeting Chris Carson, Jim Marvin
and Bill Palatucci of the Westfield
Recreation Commission spoke in
favor of a proposed lighted turf field
at the conservation center.

Mr. Marvin stated that soon the
commission might have to start sus-
pending programs or limit registra-
tion due to the lack of space and poor
field conditions.

Mr. Palatucci stated that a new,
lighted turf field is “not a luxury
item.”

In other business, Boulevard resi-
dent Jay Hershey questioned the el-
evation on a portion of the proposed
parking deck on South Avenue at 52
feet 11 inches.

Third Ward Democrat Councilman
David Haas said that he asked the
same question and was told that
measurement is the height of the
deck itself, and may be visible from
Central Avenue.

Mr. Hershey also stated that there
is a potential appearance of a con-
flict of interest with Edwards &
Kelcey and recommended the town
hire an independent third party to
review the process. He encouraged
the council to have a non-binding
referendum.

Jubb Corbet spoke on behalf of the
members of the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce in favor of Edwards
& Kelcey. He said that Guy Kelcey
lived in Westfield, and even though
he is no longer running the company,
he left his mark. He said that the firm
is “not going to screw up their repu-
tation.”

Boulevard resident Rosalyn
Harrison stated that the town needs
an “expert to help you evaluate this
report.” She added that because the
firm is associated with the developer
they are perceived to have a bias.

Resident Jacqueline Brevard said
that the study done by Edwards &
Kelcey will not be independent, and
she said that an expert to oversee it
does not change that fact. She said
that an independent consultant is
needed from the start and added that
she does not see the harm in holding
a non-binding referendum.

Resident Sharon Stockwell rec-
ommended that the members of the
council and public read the editorial
in last week’s edition of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. She ques-
tioned if there were checks and bal-
ances on the legal aspects of this
process.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
stated that the editorial was wrong
on its interpretation of the law.

John Devitt said that at the Sep-
tember 30 council meeting, when he
requested a referendum and wanted
to hear each councilperson’s opin-
ion, the mayor “deflected the ques-
tion” and “shielded the council.” He
also asked Second Ward Republican
Councilman Rafael Betancourt if he
has come forward to support citizens
who are against the proposed park-
ing lot adjacent to Temple Emanu-
El.

Councilman Betancourt stated that
the issue of the temple parking lot is
before the Board of Adjustment and
that it would be improper for him to
comment. He added that he would like
Mr. Devitt to allow the council to finish
the process to find out if the decks are
feasible or not, saying that his com-
ments are “perhaps premature.”

Mr. Devitt said he is not sure the
public agrees, to which Councilman
Betancourt said, “You’re not the pub-
lic.”

Hort Street resident Bill Brown
said that residents should not vote for
the incumbent candidates in place of
a referendum.

The council will meet in confer-
ence on Tuesday, October 21, at 8
p.m.

Jerseyland Park Community Center,
where leaves will be stored prior to
their removal to a county facility.

The leaf pick-up is set to start in
early November, depending on
weather conditions and how many
leaves have fallen by then. The coun-
cil also passed a resolution continu-
ing an inter-local agreement with
Westfield under which leaves col-
lected from properties on the north
sides of both towns will be deposited
at Jerseyland and leaves from the
two towns’ south sides will be stored
at the Westfield Conservation Cen-
ter.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge
called the arrangement, which has
been in force for several years, “a
more efficient way to dispose of our
leaves.”

In other business, the council au-
thorized the Police Department to
lease/purchase four new police cars
at a total cost of $86,495.

Councilman Rossi noted that the
planned purchase had been deferred
from last year.

Proclamations were issued declar-
ing last week as Fire Prevention
Week, October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and this week as
National Awareness Week to increase
awareness of musculoskeletal im-
pairments.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion congratulating Dr. Dawood
Farahi on his inauguration as Presi-
dent of Kean University.

At the start of the meeting, the
council passed a resolution honoring
the New Jersey 821st Air Force Jun-
ior Reserve Officer Training Corps
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. Three ROTC members pre-
sented the colors prior to the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The township’s annual Health Fair
will be held on Saturday, October
18, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the
Municipal Building. A variety of
screenings — vision, blood, hear-
ing, diabetes, cholesterol and blood
pressure — will be available for free.
Overlook Hospital will also provide,
for a $10 fee, bone density scans.
Pre-registration is necessary for this
service and can be completed by
calling (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 1309.

That same morning, at 10 a.m., the
Village Green at the corner of Park
Avenue and Front Street will be dedi-
cated as Alan Augustine Memorial
Park in memory of the former Scotch
Plains Mayor and State Assembly-
man who died two years ago. A foun-
tain presently being constructed in
the center of the park will also be
unveiled, said Councilwoman Malool.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Candidates
some of these other candidates want
you to believe.”

Freeholder Holmes added that
based on consultations with attor-
neys, a law “imposed by the federal
government (that) precludes munici-
palities from interfering with the
operation of railroad.

Likewise, Freeholder Mirabella
commented that since the law re-
quired compliance, the Freeholder
Board decided to exercise the utmost
control allowed under law, including
a limit on the number of railroad cars
and times of day the trains can pass
through.

“Once it was determined we could
not stop it legally…we decided we
would do the next best thing and take
control over it,” noted Freeholder
Mirabella.

Ms. Briemer was concerned that
due to the nature of a railroad, “Emer-
gency vehicles would be blocked if
they had to come or go at the time the
train was passing.” She also echoed
the prior comments calling for more
public outreach on the part of the
county.

The geese gassing was also dis-
cussed, with Freeholder Scanlon ex-
plaining that geese overpopulation is
severe in Union County.

Freeholder Holmes, who said he
regretted having to take any kind of
life, compared the geese problem to
the deer overpopulation that Union
County experienced several years
ago.

“We certainly took steps to ad-
dress that (the deer) issue, the same
way we are taking steps to address
the geese issue,” stated Freeholder
Holmes.

Other candidates, such as Mr.
Haynes, expressed disapproval re-
garding the geese gassing.

“They (the geese) are living crea-
tures and they should not be put to
death for being in the wrong place at
the wrong time,” said Mr. Haynes.

Mr. Kline compared the geese gas-
sing to the horrors at Auschwitz dur-
ing the Holocaust. This not only
brought a few boos from the audi-
ence, but also a stern rebuke from
Freeholder Mirabella, expressing his
outrage that Mr. Kline could make
such a comparison.

The juvenile detention center is-
sue brought some strong comments
from each of the candidates. Over-
crowding and a new site location
have been the main issues with re-
gard to the facility, as Freeholders
Scanlon, Mirabella and Holmes dis-
cussed in their remarks.

However, despite the difficulty
related to finding a new site, “We
will build a new juvenile detention
center,’ affirmed Freeholder Holmes,
also echoed by his colleagues.

Other candidates also recognized
the need for a new facility.

Mr. Renna said, “This (building of
a new facility) should be the number
one concern.”

Likewise, Mr. Reilly felt the issue
of a new detention center is one “that
needs to be addressed immediately.”

Solutions were also offered as to
overcrowding at the center. Ms.
Briemer said that using ankle brace-
lets to monitor offenders might re-
duce the amount of juveniles at the
center.

Mr. Haynes added, “If we have
after-school programs…we can pos-
sibly save some of those children”
from having to be kept at the facility.

The forum is scheduled for re-
broadcast on local stations among
the municipalities of Union County.
At press time, details regarding the
rebroadcast were unavailable.

304 staff hours expended on emer-
gency response, 311 miles traveled,
eight requests for mutual aid from
Scotch Plains and one such request
from Plainfield.

In addition, the rescue squad partici-
pated in two local events, Public Safety
Day and Fanny Wood Day; attended
three football games at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, and brought an
emergency vehicle to a block party for
a community demonstration.

In other business, Mayor Jung an-
nounced the eight members of the new
Nature Center Ad Hoc Committee:
Dwight Leeper, Chairman; Darlene
Coronato, Vice Chairwoman; Steve
Falco, Shade Tree Commission; Dean
Talcott and Thien Nguyen, Environ-
mental Commission, and Councilmen
Brennan and Trumpp.

The state of the Nature Center was
brought to the attention of the council
when Verizon Wireless put in a bid for
a cell tower, suggesting that the tower
be located at the center.

The strong emotional reaction from
residents to the idea prompted the coun-
cil to reject the bid, and inspired the
creation of a committee to look at how
to “improve the center and make it even
better.”

  Mayor Jung stated that the location
does have a “PR problem: many people
did not know about it.”

The goal of the committee is to “come
up with a plan to enhance it,” as it has
“great potential.”

The mayor would like to have two or
three volunteers from the neighbor-
hood surrounding the Nature Center,
and is sending out letters to residents in
the area to request their participation.

The first reading was held of a pro-
posed ordinance that would regulate
garage sales. The issue arose after resi-
dents complained about a homeowner
holding a yard sale on a continuing
basis and hiring staff to man the events.
The council wishes to prevent such
“flea market” type activity, stated Bor-
ough Attorney Mark Peck.

After much discussion, it was de-
cided that garage sales should be held
only on Friday, Saturday and Sunday;
that they can be held for a maximum of
two consecutive weekends; that resi-
dents must limit garage sales to a total
of four per year, with a $250 fine for
violators.

If passed, the ordinance would be-
come effective on March 1, 2004. A
public hearing will be held on the sub-
ject at the Tuesday, November 11 coun-
cil meeting.

Mayor Jung read a report from Bor-
ough Engineer Richard Marsden, in-
cluding an update regarding the ongo-
ing construction project on Westfield
Road.

While paving and curbing are com-
plete, sidewalks and drainage still need
to be done. Mayor Jung commented on
the difficulties that have been encoun-
tered with the contractor on the job,
and stated Mr. Marsden will contact all
12 residents who have experienced
problems as a result of work done on
the street, such as concrete installed
over water valves and pool drainage
being blocked.

Councilman Trumpp announced the
opening of the police department’s
Public Safety Information Booth, lo-
cated inside the Quick Chek store at
572 North Avenue.

 The booth will have safety pam-
phlets available to the public free of
charge. Officers will also use the desk
as a stopping point on their patrol, to
use the telephone and fill out reports.

A flu clinic will be held at Borough
Hall on Tuesday, October 21, from 6 to
7:30 p.m.

Subdivision Testimony Deferred
Due to Early Ending of Meeting
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The October
monthly meeting of the Westfield Plan-
ning Board, which featured an appeal
made by Bruce and Edna Ashforth to
subdivide property at 1249 Prospect
Street from an existing single lot into
two, single-family building lots, had
to end early, forcing the appeal to be
carried over to the November meeting
because of the late night filming of
NBC’s comedy/drama, “Ed,” in the
municipal lot.

A decision regarding that appeal
had been carried over from the July
meeting due to the late hour and testi-
mony needed from an environmental
expert regarding buffer zones.

Edward Kuc of Eastern States Envi-
ronmental Associates testified last
Thursday evening on behalf of the
Ashforths’ application. He stated that,
according to the Wetland Letter of
Interpretation submitted to the De-
partment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) in May of this year, the buffer
area will comply with the restrictions
set forth by the DEP.

Mr. Kuc noted that the two pro-
posed properties would have separate
drainage issues. He also stated that
there would be a Declaration of a
Deed Restriction noting that one loca-
tion was increased so that both lots
could meet the 50-foot buffer zone
requirement.

He concluded that, in his opinion,
the applicant’s engineer, Andrew
Birtok, submitted a plan that met DEP
requirements.

Town Planning Consultant Blais
Brancheau of Robert Catlin and Asso-
ciates stated that under Town Ordi-
nance 10.04H, which is an ordinance
regarding the “suitability of lots,” he
questioned the “suitable room not only
for a building, but for a yard.”

He asked Mr. Kuc if municipal codes
preclude any DEP decisions about
“usual” or “reasonable” rear yard set-
backs. He noted that, according to
Westfield Town Codes, a distance of
35 feet is required. Twentysix feet
exists for the current structure, and a
20 foot setback is proposed for the
second property.

Mr. Kuc said that while the DEP
does not get involved with
municipality’s zoning issues, it does
receive “countless applications” where

it is “commonplace” that 20 feet serves
as a “reasonable backyard.”

According to the July testimony given
from Harbor Consultants in Cranford,
because there are wetlands in the first
proposed sub-divided lot a 50-foot buffer
zone would have to be installed, which
is required by the DEP. Mr. Birtok noted
that the dimensions of the buffer zone
would change at different places along
the property narrowing at some points
to 25 feet and widening at other places
to 75 feet.

This, Mr. Birtok stated was “an ac-
ceptable practice” as he understood the
rules of the DEP. He noted that as long
as the land was compensated at another
point it was acceptable to go less than
the 50-foot buffer. Which is what he
did by widening the buffer zone to 75
feet at the other end.

At that July meeting, Planning
Board member Robert Newell, stated
that according to the plans submitted
by Mr. Birtok, there was an area of the
buffer zone that was placed on the
applicant’s second proposed sub-di-
vided property.

Mr. Newell joined others in ques-
tioning how the buffer zone could le-
gally be stretchedointo the other prop-
erty if the land were to be approved for
a subdivision.

Mr. Birtok stated that it was okay to
extend onto the second lot since Mr.
Ashforth owned both properties. Mr.
Newell stated that he thought the buffer
zone would then not be acceptable to
the DEP if the second lot was sold and
Mr. Ashforth no longer owned both
properties.

According to previous testimony
given by the owner, Mr. Ashforth, the
property was not always one lot and
was merged by him in 1981. He stated
that the first property was acquired in
1967 and the second in 1974, and
were both bought from then builder,
Ehmann Fhen, who has been retired
for many years.

He noted that the variance approv-
als that he needs regarding side yard,
lot width, lot frontage and front yard
setback relief are a result of zoning
changes that happened in 1995 when
the town’s Master Plan was adopted.

He noted that over the years the
zoning has gone from RS100 to
RS100L to RS40. He stated that when
the latest zoning change took place in
1995, 12 out of the 18 homes in that

particular zone were then re-zoned at
non-compliance of the new ordinance.

According to Mr. Ashforth, a total
of 67 percent of the lots were re-zoned
as not meeting the zoning changes. It
was noted however that his property
was not one of the 67 percent.

He also noted that when he first bought
the second lot there was already a foun-
dation put in place, from the builder, but
the town had stopped the project be-
cause of sewage concerns.

Mr. Ashforth concluded that the town
did put in a sewer system in the late
1970s and that he then bought two
separate sewer lines so that some day
when he and his wife retired they could
sell the second property to a builder.

Testimony from the applicant’s Pro-
fessional Planner, Edward Lipinsky
will take place at the planning board’s
Monday, November 3, meeting, which
is set to begin at 8 p.m.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
HONORING EILEEN…Eileen Ochsner, center, a member of the Fanwood
Rescue Squad, was recognized by her employer, Public Service Electric & Gas,
at its annual corporate recognition celebration for excellence in volunteering.
Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung, left, and the Borough Council presented Eileen
with a resolution at Tuesday night’s council meeting for her volunteer efforts.
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