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Jacinta “Cindy” KayESPN Must Accept Criticism
For Limbaugh’s Remarks

By JORDAN ZAKARIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This past summer, Rush Limbaugh,
the ultra-controversial, conservative-
leaning radio talk show host who,
during the 1990s, went on a crusade
against then-President Bill Clinton,
signed to be the political influence on
ESPN’s “Sunday NFL Countdown,”
a popular Sunday morning football
pre-game show.

During the show, panel members
Michael Irvin, Steve Young, Tom Jack-
son and host Chris Berman discuss
the gridiron action of the day ahead.

Two Sundays ago, during the show
before the kickoff of week four ac-
tion, Mr. Limbaugh brought the for-
bidden world of racial conflict into
the homes of American sports’ larg-
est, most diverse audience.

Focusing on Philadelphia Eagles
superstar Quarterback Donovan
McNabb, who in the previous two
weeks had struggled to meet his per-
formance of the past few years, Mr.
Limbaugh said, “I think what we’ve
had here is a little social concern in the
NFL. The media has been very desir-
ous that a black quarterback do well.
There is a little hope invested in
McNabb, and he got a lot of credit for
the performance of this team that he
didn’t deserve. The defense carried
this team.”

While Mr. Limbaugh was certainly
wrong to bring his controversial, and, in
my opinion, unfounded and uneducated
opinion into an inappropriate forum in
“Sunday NFL Countdown,” ESPN has
to assume much of the responsibility for
the uproar that has forced him to resign
from a job that he recently called hav-
ing, “a dream come true.”

ESPN knew what they were getting
when they hired Mr. Limbaugh to be
a cast member of their show. They
isolated him in a corner of the set,
giving him his own desk and the abil-
ity to challenge anybody’s opinion
with one of his “Rush’s Challenges”,
which allowed him to speak his own
opinion at his leisure.

Many find Mr. Limbaugh to be of-
fensive and condescending due to
comments such as, “Feminism was
established so that unattractive women
could have easier access to the main-
stream of society. Just look at the
history of feminism if you doubt the
truth,” “We must tax the poor,” and,

“The traditions and institutions that
made America great are under attack,
standards continue to be lowered, so
many minds seem clouded by the fog
of liberalism.”

Thus, ESPN had to have known
they were running the risk of losing a
large portion of their audience, a popu-
lation that is generally considered
highly blue-collar.

The media outrage, which included
public defense statements by Mr.
Limbaugh and two press-conferences
held by Mr. McNabb, in which he said
he was “shocked” by Mr. Limbaugh’s
comments, had to have been expected
by ESPN, and for that they deserve
every criticism they receive.

ESPN Executive Vice President
Mark Shapiro, who defended Mr.
Limbaugh by denying the racial im-
plication and applauding Mr.
Limbaugh’s performance during his
time with the network, also stated that
ratings this season are up 10 percent
from last year, plainly demonstrating
that ESPN was more concerned with
ratings than they were with the opin-
ions and feelings of their viewers.

ESPN failed to recognize that tele-
vision stations and their audiences
have a give and take relationship, and
instead, the network took all that it
could without considering the impli-
cations it would have on the audience.

National Merit Semi-Finalists
From Westfield HS Reported
WESTFIELD — The National

Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC) has named Westfield High
School (WHS) seniors Rebecca
Bellovin and Meghana Limaye as
finalists in the 2003 NMSC scholar-
ship competition.

The two WHS seniors rank along-
side the more than 16,000 academi-
cally talented high school seniors in
the United States who qualified as
semifinalists in the annual nation-
wide scholarship program.

WHS’ distinguished National
Merit semifinalists for 2003-2004
attained their status in the highly com-
petitive scholarship program by
achieving high scores during their
junior year at WHS on the Prelimi-

nary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test. As high scorers in
the state on that test, the four semifi-
nalists, together with other semifi-
nalists in the state, represent less than
one percent of New Jersey’s entire
2004 graduating class.

As semifinalists, Rebecca and
Meghana now have the opportunity
to advance to the finalist level and
compete for scholarships by main-
taining an outstanding academic
record and completing a scholarship
application package. Every finalist
will be considered for one of more
than 2004 National Merit scholar-
ships.

“Westfield High School students
have consistently attained impressive
scores in the National Merit Scholar-
ship Program,” commented WHS
Principal Dr. Robert Petix.

“We commend Rebecca and
Meghana for their exceptional
achievements in the 2003-2004 pro-
gram,” he added, “and wish them the
best of luck as they compete in the
program for finalist status along with
other talented young scholars from
across the country.”

John Paulik Graduates
Army ROTC Course

NEW PROVIDENCE — John C.
Paulik has graduated from the Army
ROTC (Reserve Officer Training
Corps) Leader’s Training Course at
Fort Knox, Ky.

The four-week course is a world-
class leadership development expe-
rience that qualifies and motivates

ROTC cadets for enrollment in the
Senior ROTC Advanced Course at
their host college campuses.

The course is designed to improve
leadership potential, build self-con-
fidence and develop initiative through
hands-on learning, allowing the Army
to observe and evaluate the cadets’
officer potential and leadership at-
tributes.

John is a student at Pennsylvania
State University, State College. He is
the son of Jonathan R. Paulik and
Lorie A. Paulik, both of New Provi-
dence.

The cadet is a 2001 graduate of
New Providence High School.

Rui Lu Inducted
Into Scholars Society

WESTFIELD – Rui Lu of
Westfield was inducted into the
National Society of Collegiate
Scholars on October 3 on the
Homewood campus of The Johns
Hopkins University.

Principal, Fire Chief Escort
Franklin Students to School

WALKING WITH THE CHIEF…Brett Ripperger, a third-grader at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield, won a school-wide lottery, which entitled
him to be escorted to school by Westfield Deputy Fire Chief Dan Kelly.

WESTFIELD – Students and par-
ents from Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield participated in
National Walk our Children to
School Day.

Walkers wore red clothing that
morning to ensure visibility. Upon
arriving at the school, children re-
ceived “I Walked” stickers and
wrote their names on a large “We
Walked” banner that was displayed
in the school hall.

Representatives from The
BRAKES Group (Bikers, Riders,

And Kids are Entitled to Safety)
also asked walkers to write down
any safety hazards they encoun-
tered, such as broken sidewalks
and obscured views.

Westfield Deputy Fire Chief Dan
Kelly, who held a large bunch of
red balloons, escorted third grader
Brett Ripperger, who won a school-
wide lottery, to school.

Second grader Amanda
Womelsdorf won the honor of
walking to school with Dr. Mary
Fleck, Franklin School Principal.

Christopher Academy to Fete
Fortieth Anniversary This Year

AREA – Christopher Academy, a
Montessori preschool with campuses
in Westfield and Scotch Plains, will
mark its 40th anniversary this year
by sponsoring a “Pass-It-On-Pro-
gram.”

The school has purchased 100
children’s books to be distributed
throughout Westfield, Scotch Plains
and the neighboring communities.

“Pass-It-On is a wonderful way to
share a love of reading with the chil-
dren, and to express our gratitude to
the communities who have supported
us for 40 years,” said Amelia
McTamaney, Head of School.
Through the program, the school will
donate children’s books to the of-
fices of doctors and pediatricians, as
well as public areas and other
children’s venues.

The books will include the inscrip-
tion, “To encourage the joy of reading
and experience the joy of giving,
please read this book to a child and
ask him/her to pass it on to another.”

Many of the students of Christo-
pher Academy have already begun to
distribute the books to their personal

friends. The school hopes that the
books will come to be shared by
children throughout the community.

Christopher Academy is a not-
for-profit preschool, serving chil-
dren through the Montessori
Method. It is the oldest Montessori
school in the state, and one of the
first to have been accredited by the
National Association for the Educa-
tion of Young Children.

The Montessori Method is tailored
to each child and stresses the need
for children to learn through ma-
nipulation of specially designed
materials.

“The Mission of Christopher Acad-
emy is to support the development of
the full potential of the child by serv-
ing individual needs, fostering inde-
pendence, and protecting the social
consciousness within an environment
which celebrates a love of learning.”

For more information about the
school or the Pass-It-On-Program,
please call the school’s Scotch Plains
campus at (908) 322-4652, the
Westfield campus at (908) 233-7447
or www.christopheracademy.com.

English As A Second Language Teacher
School One Elementary, Scotch Plains

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 52
Hometown: Born in Havana,

Cuba, Mrs. Kay was raised in Eliza-
beth. She has been a Scotch Plains
resident for the last 26 years.

Education: At Kean University,
she received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Spanish and a Master of
Arts degree in Bi-
lingual – Bicul-
tural Education.
She has completed
30 credits beyond
her master’s de-
gree.

Previous Expe-
rience: Mrs. Kay
served in the U.S.
Air Force Reserve
after college for
three years. She
was an Aerovac
Medical Techni-
cian, providing in-
flight medical sup-
port for patients
who needed to be airlifted to re-
ceive medical treatment.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When…“I hear them speaking
English spontaneously and they are
able to self-monitor their speech,”
said Mrs. Kay.

What I Love About the School
District…Mrs. Kay noted that her
colleagues are the highlight to
working in the school district.

“I work with the most creative,
supportive, nurturing, and highly
qualified group of individuals,” she
said. “Their enthusiasm for teach-
ing and learning creates the ideal
environment for both teachers and
students. It helps to work in one of
the best districts in the state – a
district that is truly committed to
its students and staff.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: “I love
to teach English through the con-
tent area of social studies. It makes
learning English more meaningful
because I can use real world ex-
amples and situations from history
and current events,” she reported.

The Future of Education in
America: “I’m very concerned
about the future of education in
America — in particular, public
education in America. I believe
that the No Child Left Behind law
sets our public schools up for fail-

ure. This law, as it stands, makes
many unrealistic demands on our
school districts. Parents, teachers
and administrators will have to
work together to put pressure on
our elected officials to support
changes in this law.”

My Goals as an Educator: Re-
garding personal goals, Mrs. Kay
would like to integrate technol-

ogy into her pro-
gram.

“Three years
ago, I was asked
to work on a com-
mittee for the
state of New Jer-
sey that aligned
the national
TESOL (Teachers
of English to
Speakers of Other
Languages) stan-
dards to the New
Jersey Language
Arts Literacy
standards,” she
stated. “This

document was so well received
that our committee was asked to
revisit the document this past
summer. This project involved an
intense scrutiny of the standards
and how they can be adapted and
applied to teach content area sub-
jects to limited English students.
The document will be published
and made available to all school
districts in order to assist with
curriculum revisions and lesson
planning. It will be a functional
document for content area teach-
ers, ESL teachers, bilingual teach-
ers, district supervisors, and cur-
riculum coordinators. I feel for-
tunate to work on this committee
and to have made a contribution
to my field. This is a professional
goal I’ve always wanted to ful-
fill.”

Home Life: “I have been married
to my husband, Jeff, for almost 27
years. We have two grown children
and a son, who is a high school
senior. We have lived in Scotch
Plains for 26 years. For the first 13
years, I was a “stay-at-home” mom.
I love to read. My favorite book is
“War and Peace” by Leo Tolstoy.
Soccer has been a big part of my life
since I was a teenager. I spent most
of the last 20 years watching my
sons play soccer.”

PRESIDENTIAL POST...Westfield
resident John Chiesa was elected presi-
dent of the freshman class at Fordham
University’s College of Business Ad-
ministration. A member of the
university’s swim team, John plans to
major in finance and marketing.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Regular Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: October 23, 2003

LOCATION: Evergreen School Multipurpose Room
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, NJ   07076

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Recognition of Newly Tenured Teachers

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken.
1 T - 10/16/03, The Times Fee: $29.58

Primary Open House
Set at Kent Place School

SUMMIT — Kent Place School,
an independent, nonsectarian, col-
lege-preparatory school for girls and
young women, will host an Open
House on Tuesday, October 21, from
9 to 11 a.m. in Hauser Hall of the
Primary School, for prospective fami-
lies interested in kindergarten and
grades 1 through 5.

Following a brief information ses-
sion, attendees will tour the school
building and meet members of the
faculty, administration, and staff.

Applications for the 2004-2005
school year are now being accepted.

For more information about Kent
Place, or the Open House programs,
please contact the Admission Office
at (908) 273-0900 extension no. 254
or e-mail admission@kentplace.org.

Community News

Blood Drives Set For Today,
Tuesday at Westfield Sites

WESTFIELD — The Blood Cen-
ter of New Jersey has revealed that
a blood drive will be held today,
Thursday, October 16, from 1 to 4
p.m. in the Lord & Taylor parking
lot, 609 North Avenue in Westfield.

Another drive will be held from 6
to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, October 21, at
the Masonic Atlas Pythagoras
Lodge, located at 1011 Central Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donors must be at least 17 years

old. There is no upper age limit for
donors, provided they meet health
requirements. They should know
their Social Security number and
bring a signed or picture form of
identification.

Individuals who have traveled out-
side of the United States recently
are asked to call the Blood Center at
(973) 676-4933, extension no. 132
for eligibility criteria.

For more information, or to sign
up for a blood drive, please call the
Blood Center at (800) 652-5663,
extension no. 140.

CWF Offers Workshop
To Relieve Caregivers
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center for

Women and Families, located at 1801
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
will host a program for caregivers on
two Thursdays, October 23 and 30,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. each evening.

Facilitator Sandy Frank will lead this
interactive program, which uses art,
drama and music to provide relief from
the on-going responsibilities of care
giving. It is sponsored by the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs.

To register for this workshop, please
call (908) 322-6007. For more infor-
mation about the center, please visit
www.centerforwomenandfamilies.org
on the Internet.

Golden Agers Announce
Free Flu Immunizations

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers will sponsor
influenza immunizations on Thurs-
day, October 23, from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at 820 Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.

The immunizations will be of-
fered to Scotch Plains residents age
55 and older. It is available for people
with diabetes, heart, lung or kidney
disease. Senior citizens are asked to
bring their Medicare number/card
with them.

Sunrise seniors have one thing in common.

They’re all different.
At Sunrise, we celebrate all of our residents
for the unique individuals they are. We believe no
two people are alike, so the care and services we
provide should never be exactly the same.

This approach helps seniors live the life they
want to live, from beautifully appointed
living spaces to personalized assistance and
care. We call it resident-centered senior
living, and it begins the day a senior walks
into one of our communities.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living  commu-
nity, and discover how we’re different. In
Mountainside and Westfield, we offer Assisted
Living and Alzheimer’s Care.

Please call us to schedule
a personal consultation or tour.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com


