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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Beginning this Autumn, the Northside Trattoria will play host
to some of the finest jazz ensembles in New Jersey.

On the second Wednesday of every month you are cordially
invited to join us for a four course dinner followed by an
evening of jazz.

The evening will commence with a four-course dinner
beginning at 6:30pm.  Music will follow from 8:00-10:00pm.
Guests will be served an assortment of appetizers, a
seasonal salad, a choice of entrees tailor-made for each
event, desserts and cappuccino or espresso.

RESERVATIONS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
e-mail: wychwoodcatering@aol.com

dinner served at 6:30pm     music from 8:00 - 10:00pm

TRATTORIA

 

November 12th, ‘03  & December 10th, ‘03

Newsletter Sent to WF Residents
Focuses on Community Survey

FW DEM Team Wants Fair and
Equal Access to Decision Making

Union County Prosecutor Reminds
Residents to Remain Vigilant

The Democratic Team of Mahr,
Molenaar and Dolce are actively speak-
ing to members of the community re-
garding issues of mutual interest and
concern. One of the most compelling
concerns addressed by our constituents
is the need for readily available and
timely information on key community
issues in order that they may cast an
educated vote on Election Day.

In response to this request, we believe
that one of the most effective methods to
showcase the similarities and differences
between the candidates is through an
open public forum or debate.

The Democratic Team, in response to
this community request, submitted a pro-
posal, initially through the League of

Women Voters in August and subsequently,
to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains High School
debate club in early September, requesting
three debates to be conducted over several
weeks in a variety of forums.

Our Republican counterparts re-
sponded to both the LWV and the
Fanwood – Scotch Plains students that
the earliest available date over a six-
week period was Friday, October 24. We
find this late date to be totally unaccept-
able as it leaves the public less than 10
days to view, read and/or react to the
content of the debate.

Specific challenges presented by such
a late date are the limited number of times
that the debate can be rebroadcast on our
local Cable Channel and the limited
amount of time for the public to respond
or offer their comments regarding their
impressions of the issues presented.

Although we are not surprised by this
tactic (last year’s debate occurred the
Friday before Election Day and never did
make it into the print media), we are
appalled that the current administration
finds it acceptable to continue to limit the
amount of information available to the
public and opportunity to form an edu-
cated and informed decision. We actively
encourage the public to take advantage of
the one opportunity to see both slates by
attending the debate in person at Fanwood
Borough Hall on Friday, October 24,
beginning at 8 p.m. or tuning into the live
broadcast on Cable Channel 35.

The Democratic Team of Mahr,
Molenaar and Dolce is committed to
ensuring that all community members
will have fair and equal access to deci-
sions that effect their lives. We believe
it is unconscionable that these types of
tactics are used in order to avoid an open
and public forum to discuss the issues
and concerns of the community. We are
dedicated to the principle of an open and
inclusive government. We will put
Fanwood First!

Fanwood Democrat Candidates
Colleen Mahr for Mayor

Jack Molenaar for Council
Donna M. Dolce for Council

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education’s newsletter, Emphasis,
has been mailed to every household in
Westfield. In this fall issue, residents
can read about the results of the com-
munity-wide survey conducted by the
board this past spring. The survey
showed that 96 percent of the total
respondents rated the Westfield Public
School system favorably. Several more
statistical responses regarding specific
areas of the school system are reported
in the newsletter.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam J. Foley explained, “Every few
years, the State Department of Edu-
cation requires school districts to
conduct surveys of their communi-
ties. This spring we distributed a 40-
question survey to a random sample
of the community, not only to com-
ply with this mandate, but also to

help us chart the district’s next five-
year strategic plan. We are pleased to
have received such a good report
card from the community, and we are
looking at ways in which we could
further help our students.”

Dr. Foley thanked PTO members,
the Board of Education and adminis-
trators who volunteered their time to
hand deliver hundreds of surveys. He
also thanked the residents who re-
sponded to the questionnaire. Their
participation, according to Dr. Foley,
“makes a current analysis of our
schools possible.”

If anyone has not received a copy
of Emphasis, please call the School/
Community Relations office of the
Westfield Public Schools at (908)
789-4463. The complete survey re-
sults can be downloaded at
www.goleader.com/features/.

While talking to a news reporter re-
cently about homicides in Union County,
it occurred to me that many of us seem to
have forgotten that 62 Union County resi-
dents were murdered two years ago, on
September 11, 2001, just after they arrived
for work in New York City. They were
murdered by terrorists who despise the
American way of life and want to destroy
everything our country stands for. The
misguided crusade of these terrorists to
prevent us from seeking the values and
prosperity we cherish continues unabated
to this day, with the same brutal intensity.
We must not become complacent in our
efforts to protect ourselves. We have
learned from the experts that it will be
citizens spotting unusual activity in their
day-to-day lives, or local law enforcement
officers who are often the first to discover
terrorist activity. Only through continuous
communication and cooperation between
the public and law enforcement can we
keep our children and grandchildren safe
for years to come.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Office
has established the Union County Counter
Terrorism Task Force. The task force is
comprised of law enforcement officers
from the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, the Union County Sheriff’s Office,
Union County Police, Union County De-
partment of Corrections and Kean Uni-

versity Police. Each of the 21 municipal
police departments provides two counter
terrorism coordinators to the task force.
Members of the task force receive appro-
priate training and are informed of vari-
ous courses that are available related to
counter terrorism. The purpose of the task
force is to investigate threats and inci-
dents, and report them to law enforce-
ment agencies, both State and Federal. A
considerable amount of training is of-
fered to these individuals to help better
protect the citizens of Union County. It is
important that we all keep our eyes and
ears open for unusual activity that may
appear suspicious. It is generally known
that terrorists will not attack a facility
without having surveilled it two or three
times prior to the attack. They may do so
by taking photographs or videotaping
sensitive sites. We should all be aware
that terrorists do exist and that the threat
is ongoing. We must not forget what
happened on September 11, 2001, nor
should we let ourselves become compla-
cent. We in Union County are here for
you, all working together for the common
goal to protect the lives of our families
and friends. Please remain vigilant and
contact your local police department if
you observe anything suspicious.

Theodore Romankow
Union County Prosecutor

Westfield Resident Would Like to
Know How to Get Mayor to Listen

Thank you very much for keeping the
concerned citizens abreast of the newest
information on the parking deck.

WF Resident Wants
To Save the Benjamin

Pierson House
We are in danger of losing Westfield’s

oldest originally sited home (ca. 1689),
yes 1689, that’s not a typo…this dwell-
ing known as the Benjamin Pierson House
is 314 years old. The Miller-Cory is a
youngster at 263 years of age. This home
at 231 Benson Place is for sale and has no
protective covenants to protect it. If re-
cent history is any indication, a devel-
oper will purchase it, demolish it and
build two homes in its place.

I have attempted to reach out to our
historically inclined leaders to no avail.
I was told by the Mayor that we have no
money for an acquisition, but in a town
as wealthy as Westfield there has to be a
means to save this important historical
treasure.

I am urging the citizens of Ye Olde
Colonial Westfield to come forward in-
dividually or collectively to save this
house for the future generations of our
wonderful town. “It’s our Heritage.”

Robert Jonas
Westfield

My position is known. I do not want a
parking deck or any other combination
of structures that will ruin the appeal of
the town I live in. I can easily point to
properties that have compromised the
beauty of our town.

The mayor has certainly been ex-
tremely smug in his attitude toward rep-
resenting “all” the people of Westfield.
He is riding roughshod over most of the
citizens. I will do whatever I can to vote
him out.

The massive structure now being built
on Central Avenue at Park Avenue is not
finished and the impact studies have
never been shown or talked about. How
will that buildings population and place-
ment impact South Avenue? Is the cur-
rent town administration so blind to what
the long-term problems will be? Mas-
sive traffic jams. Pollution. Quality of
life. Unbearable taxes. Obviously not. It
is not what is good for Westfield and the
citizens. It is about their egos. You call
anyone a skeptic if they think there should
be a separation between the builders and
the group studying the traffic impact.
Any reasonable person would come to
that conclusion.

In closing, I would like to know how
to have the mayor listen. Once again I
think his ego has cut off his ability to
hear.

Richard Dobra
Westfield

Horace R. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING WITH PIXELS…Co-owner William Hauser of Snapshots of Westfield
on 222 East Broad Street concentrates intently last Saturday on computer
photography enhancements for his customer. His father Fred focuses on film
based photography, supplies and services as well as new and used equipment.
Father and son enjoy working as a team in providing complete and creative
photography services for the public.

On November 4, vote James M. Foerst for Town Council
Paid for by Foerst for Council • Priscilla Mann, Treasurer • 642 Downer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

The change we need today. The fresh ideas we need for tomorrow.

DO YOU HAVE TO
GO TO COURT?

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Personal Injury Law

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ

MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Fanwood Mayor Jung Responds
To Letter from Jack Molenaar

I would like to respond to a Letter to
the Editor from Jack Molenaar, Demo-
cratic Council candidate, on October 9th,
referencing downtown development.

Mr. Molenaar’s letter left out facts
and information that could lead readers
to an incorrect conclusion regarding part
of the downtown development. He de-
clared that downtown developer, Land-
mark Communities, was “handpicked.”
Mr. Molenaar knows full well that this is
not the case. The facts are that Landmark
was one of four bidders. All bids and
bidders were thoroughly reviewed by a
Developer Selection Committee consist-
ing of bi-partisan Borough Council rep-
resentation, the Chairman and Vice
Chairman of the Planning Board, and six
Borough professionals. After more than
two months of review, this Committee
unanimously selected Landmark after
having ranked them first, or tied for first,
in the nine selection criteria set by the
Committee.

Mr. Molenaar stated that 22 meetings

were held by the “Jung administration”
to discuss downtown revitalization, and
that “most of the meetings have been
behind closed doors”. This is totally
untrue! The 22 meetings were ALL pub-
lic and are documented by minutes. They
were not held by the “Jung administra-
tion”, but by the Planning Board, and the
Mayor and Council sitting as the Gov-
erning Body. Many of the comments
made by the public at these meetings
were incorporated by the Planning Board
and the Borough Council into the adopted
Downtown Redevelopment Plan.

Mr. Molenaar, in discussing the 25-
unit apartment building proposed in 1999,
failed to mention that it would have been
placed on 1.2 acres. The present plan
proposes 50 high-end townhouses on
about 3.5 acres. This would be a density
equivalent to the existing townhouses on
the west side of Second Street.

Lou Jung
Mayor of Fanwood

Incumbents Should
Be Voted Out of Office
After all the “expensive studies” and

carefully worded promises, what will
benefit the majority of Westfield resi-
dents? Is the proposed development of
garages, condos and retail establishments
in the best interest of our town or to stuff
the bulging pockets of a selected few.

Some council members have stated
that they were elected by the citizens of
Westfield and know what is best but are
afraid to put the question on the ballot.

Up to about 10 years ago, Westfield
was a conservative and well run town;
previous administrations turned thumbs
down on a parking garage to preserve the
suburban appeal of Westfield.

The current parking situation at the
train station can be solved by requiring
two commuters per car (hire two people
and a computer to match people) which
would cut the parking fee in half and cut
down on traffic and pollution.

The current town council have made
up their minds and we will get two
garages, high density condos, traffic and
legal fees that may arise in the future.

Regardless of your political persua-
sion, the incumbents must be voted our
of office if you are against changing
Westfield forever.

Bill Brown
Westfield

EchausseEchausse
Our Councilman Pete

Leadership
We Trust

Leadership
We Trust

Re Elect Pete Echausse

Westfield Ward One Town CouncilWestfield Ward One Town Council
Paid for by Echausse for Council Committee, Michael Cash Treasurer, 251 E. Dudley Ave.

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Contact David MartoneContact David Martone

908-232-5445908-232-5445

Available for your next Party, Available for your next Party, 
Wedding or Special EventWedding or Special Event

The Mansion is a great place to book your

Call David for details.
Company Christmas Party


