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JUNE is Debra Livingston’s “Living
Without Answers.”
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In 1998, not
long after her mother lost her battle
with breast cancer, Debra Livingston
funneled her grief into a distinct
collection of artwork, including a
computer-generated piece called
“Living Without Answers.”

Concurrently, she was awaiting test
results to discover whether she would
have to combat the same disease that
took the lives of many women in her
family. Yet, this blend of medical and
emotional distress surprisingly
yielded positive creative results for
the Scotch Plains resident.

“Creating this piece was part of
the healing process that allowed me
to deal with the death of my mother,
as well as with my own fears and
anxieties,” Livingston explained in
an artist’s statement.

Years later, “Living Without An-
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CAST, CREW OF NBC’S ‘ED’ TAKE DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD BY STORM
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – This Thanksgiv-
ing, Ed Stevens will be especially
grateful for a new change in his life,
and it has nothing to do with soaring
sales at his bowling alley or another
$10 bill he has pocketed after winning
a bet plotted by his childhood friend.

Before filming portions of the
Thanksgiving episode of “Ed” in
downtown Westfield last Thursday,
Tom Scutro, the Assistant Location
Manager of NBC’s “Ed,” told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that Ed will
count his blessings this year be-
cause Carol Vessey, played by Julie
Bowen, has become that special
someone in his life.

However, as Tom Cavanaugh (Ed),
and Josh Randall, who plays his best
friend, Michael Burton, rehearsed
on Elm Street, the true plot began to
materialize – a marriage proposal to
Carol might be in store.

“I’m not going to propose like you
did,” Ed is heard saying to his best
friend, while walking past NJB, where
Board of Education member William
Ziff was noshing on lunch. The actors
also ran their lines in front of KaBloom.

Scenes were shot in the early after-
noon on the east side of Elm and
Quimby Streets, and later, the south-

east side of Quimby Street, while
and the interior of Adler’s Jewelers
on North Avenue was the backdrop
from 4 to 8 p.m. Another setting was
the exterior of the Rialto Theater,
where filming was completed from

about 8 to 10 p.m.
While Scutro would not divulge

the details of the pivotal episode, one
can only speculate that the trip to
Adler’s might have something to do
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BETWEEN FRIENDS…Rehearsing a portion of the Thanksgiving episode last
Thursday, “Ed” actors Tom Cavanaugh, who plays Ed Stevens, left, and Josh
Randall, who plays his best friend, Michael Burton, right, stroll down Elm Street.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Leader/The Times
APPETIZING…The delectable appetiz-
ers served during Jazz at the Trattoria
included tapenade, focaccia, marinated
olives, stuffed pepperoncini, and toma-
toes and smoked salmon.

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MELLOW…Karen Egert of Westfield, center, serenades the audience during
Jazz at the Trattoria, singing the Irving Berlin classic, “How Deep Is the Ocean
(How High Is the Sky).”
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Four courses and
one week ago, the Northside Trattoria
on Prospect Street welcomed diners
and jazz buffs to its second install-
ment in the Jazz at the Trattoria
series, featuring the mellow sounds
of Westfield resident Karen Egert.

Hosted by the restaurant’s gracious
owners, Chris and Tim Boyle, one of
the biggest hits of the evening ar-
rived before guests were seated – the
savory tapenade, which was perfectly
partnered with the miniature
focaccia. Folks couldn’t get enough
of that tapenade. Plum tomatoes
stuffed with smoked salmon, mari-

nated olives and stuffed pepperoncini
also prepared the palate for more
delights to come.

Adhering to the BYOB rules, The
Westfield Leader staff toasted a fine
evening and press day well survived
with glasses of Merlot and
Chardonnay, while bursting into
some bars of “Round Around Sue”
and reminiscing about those old
vacuum tube radios that used to light
up the night while snuggling with the
one you love.

Our waiter, Pedro, informed us that
the Pistachio Swordfish – a dish that

really caught our eyes — was no longer
on the menu. No matter how much we
pouted, Pedro helped us choose in-
stead from the Beef Ragout, Grilled
Chicken Breast or Seared Salmon Fi-
let. None of us were disappointed and
some of us went into the evening with
leftovers for the next day.

Leader Business Systems Manager
Rob Connolly and Mike Ferrante, a
friend to the newspaper, called the
Ragout “tender, rich” and said they
would definitely order it again. Com-
munity Editor Suzette Stalker and
Dave Corbin, Assistant Publisher and
Sports Editor, were impressed with
the assortment of flavorful mushrooms
and luscious risotto served over the

Grilled Chicken Breast.
Particularly finicky about

salmon, I was joined by Advertis-
ing Manager Fred Lecomte and
Publisher Horace Corbin in rel-
ishing every tender flake of
salmon, which sat atop lumpy,
bumpy smashed red bliss pota-
toes. You would have to travel far
and wide to find salmon cooked
this perfectly and presented so
creatively.

Before we were presented with
coffee and dessert, Egert began
her first set with George
Gershwin’s “Nice Work If You
Can Get It,” and continued to
lullaby and serenade the audience

with other classics like Cole Porter’s
“Let’s Do It (Let’s Fall In Love)” and
“Just One of Those Things,” and
stepped it up a small notch with some
sassy bossa nova, and other Gershwin
favorites, “They Can’t Take That
Away from Me” and “Our Love Is
Here to Stay.”

Tim Boyle told The Leader that, in
comparing the previous entertainers,
Arturo with Lywanda Carroll Trio to
Egert’s performance, both musicians
were excellent respective of their
own genres.

Kindermusik classes for ages 0 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With a multicultural back-
ground as rich as Hanna
Keselman’s, it is no wonder that
she found her niche in the arts
many years ago.

Born in Germany, the daughter
of a commercial artist, Keselman
was raised amidst the environ-
ment of fine arts in both Italy and
France. In 1947, following the
horrors of the Nazi movement
during World War II, she came
alone to the United States. Evi-
dently, that wasn’t so unusual at
the time. Later, her mother fol-
lowed her here, and the family
settled among the many other

immigrants, in Newark.
Keselman graduated from

Weequahic High School, and
went to work as a bookkeeper. As
anyone with the spirit of an artist
can tell you, she found this work
to be “boring.” During this time,
she befriended a classmate who
had a charming brother, Jose.

With an equally international
background — the family fled
Poland and settled in Panama be-
fore coming to this country — Jose
and Hanna were married in 1953,
just six years after she left Europe.

It was after Keselman and Jose
had their son, Jerry that the artist

in her truly awoke. Jerry was just
about six years old when she
decided to purchase a set of oils
and begin painting.

As the artist describes it, “It was
just an urge that came over me.”

Keselman took some classes

Courtesy of Hanna Keselman
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Personally, I would rank a performance by Siegfried & Roy as enthral-
ling as watching a fur-clad Liberace making music with his candelabra, but
the ghastly mauling of Roy Horn by a Royal White tiger is certainly no
laughing matter. And, not so much for the reasons you’re thinking.

Imagine yourself to be a 600-pound tiger, an exotic animal intended to
roam free in the wild, yet captive by an unnatural habitat. Sure, you might

be living in the lap of luxury considering the wealthy
tamers and magicians who keep you captive, teach-

ing you tricks and making you twirl so the
audience might ooh and aah and get a few
chuckles, but I’d have some pent-up frustra-
tion too living outside of my comfort zone.

Put me in the Amish country for a day
and I’m ready to snap, running into the home

of a Mennonite, forcing them to turn on the
electricity and see life beyond the latest batch of
shoofly pies. I’m a city girl, invariably. Putting me

in the middle of Podunk tends to make me want to rebel. Just ask mom
and dad about my college years.

Beyond the tragedy of what happened to Roy Horn, lies a long-
ignored truth. Animals were not put on this planet to remain captive
so they might captivate an audience. In most cases, wild animals
like the tiger in the Siegfried & Roy act are pulled away from their
mothers as babies, subject to abusive and ritualistic training prac-
tices, and, as in the case recently discovered in a New York City
apartment, deemed suitable pets. Just as elephants should not be
forced to paint with brushes curled in their trunks so that a numbskull
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Why is a library a scary place to be
on Halloween? Because it’s filled
with booooks!

Children’s book publishers have
many Halloween reading “treats” to
help celebrate the holiday. Here are a
few recommendations.

*  *  *  *  *
Flyleaf Publishing’s “It is Hallow-

een,” by Laura Appleton-Smith
(1999) will get young ones in the
spirit of Halloween. A Reading Se-
ries 1 book with decodable words
and lovely illustrations, this book is
perfect for beginning readers.

Who says ghosts don’t
talk? Also perfect for chil-
dren who are just starting to
read on their own is “This
Book Is Haunted” by Joanne
Rocklin. Part of Harper
Collins’ “I Can Read” se-
ries, it is a collection of
Halloween stories and po-
ems told by a ghost.

Have you ever wondered
how Halloween got
started? “Halloween Is” by
Gail Gibbons (Holiday
House, 2002) tells about the origins,
customs and activities associated with
Halloween. Whimsical pictures
supplement the texts. Good for chil-
dren of all ages.

“The Ghouls’ Night Out” (Ronsdale

Press, 1998) is a short chapter book
targeted towards middle grade school
readers. Halloween sure turns out dif-
ferently than they expected for

Annalise the Witch, Ernie
the Ghost and Milton, the
Skeleton.

Planning to dress up as a
monster for Halloween?
There are lots of books to
complement your costume!
One is “Seven Scary Mon-
sters” by Mary Beth
Lundgren (Clarion, 2003)
One by one a little tike takes
on and banishes seven mon-
sters in his bedroom. Little
ones won’t be scared. They

will find this book hilarious.
Another monster book is “Thir-

teen Monsters Who Should Be
Avoided” by Kevin Shortsleeve
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — As an old
wooden roller coaster provides fun,
excitement and thrills for daring
adventure seekers, so does the cur-
rent offering of the Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP). The coaster
riders know what they are in for and
even though they anticipate and
expect breathtaking heights, deep
drops, and crushing curves, they
still produce blood-curdling
screams of fright and delight.

The WCP’s latest venture into
drama/comedy may not cause fright,
but Murder Among Friends engen-
ders similar thrills to the coaster
ride of yesteryear. Billed as a mur-
der/mystery written by Bob Barry,
the play certainly provides those
dangerous curves.

Witness the opening scene where

Angela Forrester, played in racy
black underwear by the talented
Lynn Langone, and Ted Cotton,
played in his boxers by buffed Tom
Galan, to understand just how dan-
gerous they can be.

In real life, Galan is a personal
trainer and it shows. In the playbill,
Langone admits to doing her 1,000
leg lifts daily and resorting to “a
Wonderbra” to get ready for the
revealing part.

The actors are both a wonder in
Lighting Director Bob Murray’s soft
pink/red firelight as they lie in front
of the gas fireplace in the Forrester’s
New York City townhouse on a
contemporary New Year’s Eve.

As “one of the top 15 richest
women in America,” Angela loves
every minute of the adulterous af-
fair she is having with the gorgeous
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHO DUNNIT AND WHY?…Tuxedoed Ted Cotton considers trying to
wrestle away Robert Corbo’s gun in Westfield Community Player’s murder/
mystery/comedy, Murder Among Friends. Lynn Langone and her stage
husband, Jon Heron, remain calm in light of the fact that one of them might
be the next victim.

swers” has become a focal point in
the 2004 New Jersey Breast Cancer
Fund Calendar, as it was selected for
the calendar’s cover, as well as the
featured art for the month of June.

Another Scotch Plains resident,
Clara Manheim-Liss, whose piece,
“Seeing Hope & Seeing Possibility,”
(the title was incorrectly printed as
“Finding Help”) was also chosen for
the calendar this year, as well as the
2002 edition.

A breast cancer survivor,
Manheim-Liss created the watercolor
two years ago and said that when it is
viewed up-close it resembles a wo-
ven piece of art affixed to paper. A
weaver, the artist also works with
fibers and beads.

Particularly passionate about stem
cell funding, Manheim-Liss told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that she op-
poses President George W. Bush’s
decision not to fund stem cell re-
search and replacement. She also
believes that breast cancer is a
“women against violence” issue.

In June, her grandson, Joshua Liss,
spearheaded a vigil at his high school,
which raised $46,000 for breast can-
cer patients and survivors.

In an earlier interview with The
Leader and The Times, Livingston
explained that the collection of art
she created during her period of griev-
ing for her mother and apprehension
over her own condition was noticed
by Springfield artist Kat Block, who
asked the artist to submit pieces for
the 2001 and 2003 calendar editions.

Block, who worked industriously to
unite the artists for the calendar, said,
“The artists who contributed their work
in 2001 were interested in participat-
ing again but so many other artists
were eager, a selection committee was
appointed. So we may have some new
and some repeat artists.”

“Living Without Answers,”
Livingston explained, is a computer
collage she generated while involved
in a group of New Jersey female
artists who contributed their artwork
to a prestigious series book editions.

The piece was highlighted in a
traveling exhibition entitled, “Art As
Healing,” from October 2000 to 2002,
which was presented by the


