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LAU RIPS IN TWO GOALS, SIMPSON HITS NET ONCE

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Blank
Plainfield Cardinal Boys, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Patience and persistence paid off
for the Westfield High School soccer
boys as they wore down an under-
manned but spunky Plainfield team
– manning just 12 players – and
earned a 3-0 victory in Westfield on
October 8. Blue Devil junior Brady
Lau wobbled the crossbar twice to
score goals in each half and senior
Scott Simpson added a goal in the
second half to give his team a much-
needed cushion.

Blue Devil goalie Brian Pirot, who
finished with three saves, rose to the
occasion early in the second half,
when confronted with two charging
Cardinals, by making a brilliant div-
ing save. The 6-3 Blue Devils, how-
ever, shelled the Cardinals’ goal with
a barrage of 18 shots, 12 in a furious
second half.

With two of their Tri-Captains,
Brendan Egan and Jeff Nusse, un-
able to play, the Blue Devils shifted
forward Lee Tomasso to the center
midfield for stabilization. Through-
out the game, he made fine leads to
Billy Schoenbach, Chris Mattes, Lau

and Alex Barrett and also took sev-
eral shots on goal himself.

“It was hard to play without Jeff
and Brendan because they are two of

our captains and have senior leader-
ship, but we just tried to pull it to-
gether and did,” said Lau.

Lau got Westfield on the board

30:16 into the first half when he took
a cross from Matt Sofka and smoked
a shot, from 21-yards out, into the
crossbar then deflected into the goal.

“I threw the ball in to Matt Sofka
and he took it to the end line. I yelled
to him to cut it back. He gave me a
great ball and I tried to put it on
goal,” explained Lau.

Simpson, on a fine lead from Dan
Mahoney, broke free down the right-
center of the field and patiently posi-
tioned himself before launching a
shot into the upper center of the net,
24:50 into the second half. Simpson’s
goal took some pressure off a tight
game.

“It was my second shift on the field

BAKER RUMBLES FOR THREE TDs, 187 TOTAL YARDS

Raiders Foil Cougars, 33-22,
In Clash of Grid Unbeaten

BLACKMON GETS 6-YD TD, DELDUCA GETS 5-YD TD

Blue Devils’ ‘Stance’ Rejects
Linden Football Boys, 12-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a very shaky, lukewarm start,
the Westfield High School football
team has begun to get all aspects of
its game working in synchroniza-
tion. Since losing their first three
games, with less than stellar team
performances, the Blue Devils re-
captured their flame and defeated
Shabazz on October 4 then followed
with a thrilling, 12-7, victory, featur-
ing a valiant goal line stance in the
waning seconds, over host Linden on
October 10.

Blue Devil quarterback Jan
Cocozziello, who performed bril-
liantly in every game, got some su-
perb help from halfback Tyshon
Blackmon, who rushed for 90 yards
on 19 carries and scored Westfield’s
first touchdown (TD) on a six-yard
blast in the second quarter.
Cocozziello also completed a 19-
yard pass to Blackmon to set up the
TD. Junior running back Tom
DelDuca gave the Blue Devils the go
ahead TD with a five-yard bash in the
third quarter.

“He’s the best quarterback in the
Watchung Conference and, possibly,
one of the best in the state,” ex-
claimed Blue Devil Head Coach Ed
Tranchina of Cocozziello.

Last week, in the victory over
Shabazz, the Blue Devil offensive
line opened the holes to provide big
gains and the defense stopped the
Bulldogs when it was needed. The
same occurred against the 1-3 Ti-
gers, which included a 12-yard sack
and a fumble recovery by Mike Finne
and a key gang “Devil pack” sack.
Additionally, the punt and kickoff
coverage, which included fine stops
by Kevin MacDonald, was outstand-

ing by stopping the swift Tiger return
men immediately in their tracks on
every situation.

“That was beautiful. We practice it
all week,” said Cocozziello of the
punt coverage. “For a couple of
weeks, we haven’t been sticking any-
one on kickoffs or staying on our
blocks for our punt team but, this
week, we did it. It helped us out a lot.
They got no big returns.”

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a clash of unbeatens, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School football
team physically dazed Cranford to se-
cure a 33-22 victory to lift their record
to 4-0, before a capacity crowd in
Cranford on October 10. The Raiders
totaled 435 yards. Halfback Kyle Baker
galloped 187 yards on 33 carries en

route to three touchdowns (TD).
Fullback Travis Boff rumbled for

29 yards on seven carries and junior
running back Lakiem Lockery
chewed up 23 yards on five carries in
the first quarter before being side-
lined with an injury.

Junior quarterback Dan LaForge
completed six of nine passes for 112
yards, but it was his selection of

plays that baffled the Cougars. On
one completion, LaForge hit senior
wide receiver Mike Walker in the
end zone for 27 yards.

“What we wanted to do in this
game was to shorten the clock and
control the line of scrimmage,” em-
phasized Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “Then, when we had to
throw the ball, LaForge did and he
did it well. He’s going to be a real
good player for us. Defensively, we
thought that we could put pressure
on passing situations and the line of
scrimmage, which we did. We really
only gave up two scores tonight; we
gave them that 7-0 opening play and
the other one was late in the game,
but we hung in there and dominated
up front. We have great linebackers,
a great secondary and a good defen-
sive line and we can make plays. We
ran the football at them and con-
trolled the ball.”

The Raider “Wild Dogs” defen-
sive was relentless in its pursuit lim-
iting the Cougars to three-and-outs
on most possessions in the second
half. Junior defensive tackle Marc
Fabiano made another statement as
the big dog in the pack made five
sacks and five crushing tackles.

“I loved it,” an excited Fabiano
said. “The defensive and offensive
line stepped up today, our backers,
the forwards, everybody. I’m just
loving it.”

Cranford Gymnasts Win
Cougar Invitational
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School gym-
nastics team won its second-straight
championship at the Cougar Invita-
tional on October 10 in Cranford. In
a prelude to the upcoming Union
County Tournament to be held on
Friday, October 24, the Cougars to-
taled 103.275 to edge the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders who totaled
102.35 and the Westfield girls who
totaled 101.45.

Cougar Bridget Murphy won her
second-straight all-around crown
with a total of 36.875. Murphy took
top honors in the vault with a daz-

zling score of 9.45, the floor exercise
with a score of 9.35 and the uneven
bars at 9.275. She also took third in
the balance beam at 8.8.

Blue Devil Stacy Osborn placed
fourth in the all-around with a total
of 34.75. She placed fourth in the
vault at 8.75, sixth on the unevens at
8.65 and sixth on the floor at 8.9.
Teammate Clair Macdonald placed
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1325 Terrill Road,  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Cal l for information:   908-322-5555908-322-5555  
Press “5” for directions ❀ Press “6” for special events 

Open Monday Through Friday from 7am - 5pm 

Come in today and also discover our 
complete landscaping services including: 
DESIGN ❀ BUILD ❀ PLANTING

* Cannot be combined with any 
coupons or other promotional offers.

ANNUAL SCARY ANNUAL SCARY 
HAY RIDES!HAY RIDES!
October 18, 19, 25 & 26October 18, 19, 25 & 26
10am to 4pm each day10am to 4pm each day
Only Only $$33 per ticket! per ticket!
(Shop the Garden Center (Shop the Garden Center 
Sat. from 7am – 5pm and Sat. from 7am – 5pm and 
Sun. from 9am – 5 pm)Sun. from 9am – 5 pm)

Bring the whole family for a spooky spin around our frightful and delightful 14-acre 
facility where who knows what scary surprises lurk. Then, explore our booooootiful 
assortment of decorative plants, trees, shrubs and ghoulishly great holiday decorations, 
during the most happily haunting weekends of the year!

• Hay Maze! • Crafts for kids! • Refreshments!

Lots more family fun!

2020
 Over  Over 10001000  To Choose From!  To Choose From!

All The Face Pumpkins All The Face Pumpkins 
You You Can Carry . . .Can Carry . . .

*See store for details.*See store for details.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT TO BE DENIED THE TOUCHDOWN…Tom DelDuca, No. 2, forges ahead for a five-yard touchdown run against
Linden to give the Blue Devils a 12-7 lead. The Blue Devils made a valiant goal line stance to preserve the victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NETTING TWO GOALS…Junior Brady Lau, No. 11, scored two goals against
Plainfield.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
DOING GIANTS…Raider Taylor
Montagna practices her giant swings
on the uneven bars.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OVER THE TOP FOR THE TD…The Raider offensive line, led by Travis Boff,
No. 41, opened holes for halfback Kyle Baker who scored three touchdowns en
route to a, 33-22, victory over the Cranford Cougars in Cranford on October 10.

Yoga Zone “The hottest studio in town”

Millburn, New Jersey
The most invigorating, challenging and effective yoga class for all levels!

973-258-9229

Monday: 9:30am & 7:00pm  •  Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30am & 6:30pm
Wednesday & Friday: 9:30am & 4:30pm  •  Saturday & Sunday: 9:00am

Come transform your body
and uplift your soul.

www.yogazonenj.com

237 Millburn Avenue

weight loss    injury prevention    stress reduction
enhance energy    increase metabolism    restful sleep

90 minute classes in heated room

"Simply, a great workout"

WBA BASKETBALL
In Person Registration

At the Westfield YMCA

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17TH

 7:00pm - 9:00pm

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18TH

 9:00am - Noon

Please accept our apologies for the confusion
on the registration forms.


