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FIFTY CENTS

New WHS Parking
Policy Examined
By WF School Bd.
By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
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ON THE DAIS...The Westfield Area League of Women Voters and The Westfield Leader co-sponsored the 2003 candidates forum for the Westfield Town Council
candidates on Thursday night. Pictured, from the left, are: Peter Echausse, Maureen Kehoe Rothfelder, Jo Ann Neylan, David Owens, Bonnie Ruggerio, Lauren
Pass, Mark Ciarrocca, David Haas, James Foerst and Susan Jacobson.

Westfield Town Council Candidates Address
Referendum and Development During Forum
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Topics at the 2003 Westfield Candidate Forum ranged from parking
and development to pedestrian safety
and property taxes.
First Ward candidates, Democrat
Maureen Kehoe Rothfelder and Republican Peter Echausse began the
forum on parking. Both candidates
expressed their opposition to the Prospect and Elm Street location for the
proposed parking deck.
Mrs. Rothfelder stated that she is
opposed to the proposed development
because
of
“increase
in
traffic…burden on schools (and) quality of life issues.” She added that the
town needs to take a “long, hard look
at the actual needs of the community.”
Councilman Echausse stated that
he “will not allow this (the redevelopment projects) to be put on the
backs of the taxpayers.”
Second Ward Democrat candidate
David Owens stressed that drivers

must take personal responsibility in
order to have more pedestrian safety.
Second Ward Republican candidate Jo Ann Neylan stated that people
are speeding in their own neighborhoods and that more driver education is needed.
On the topic of public works services, Mrs. Neylan proposed her ideas
for shared services with other towns
for road repair, and sharing field
maintenance costs with the Westfield
Board of Education, as ways to improve services without increased
spending.
Mr. Owens stated that he feels
there is no system for road repairs,
and that the order of when streets get
repaired needs to be made more visible.
Mrs. Neylan responded that she
thinks people are aware of the process and that innovative and new
ideas are needed.
In addressing speeding issues,
Third Ward Republican candidate
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BON VOYAGE…Westfield Police Lieutenant John Geoghegan is retiring after
35 years of dedicated service to the community.

Mark Ciarrocca stated that there
should be a citizens traffic safety
advisory committee to help build on
the town’s current ideas.
Third Ward Democrat candidate
David Haas stated that the council
should look at which traffic-calming

By MATT MARINO

The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, in conjunction with
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, announced the formation
of an innovative rescue service for
people suffering from Alzheimer’s,
autism and other such disorders.
The board also announced a new
directive in regards to the upcoming
elections.
Entitled “Project Lifesaver,” the
rescue service includes the use of
small transmitters on wristbands that
can be tracked both on the ground
and in the air for several miles. Further, each transmitter is equipped
with an original radio signal that is
capable of broadcasting all day and
all night. This system will enable the
sheriff’s office to track people who
may be reported missing by their
families, and ensure for a safe and

quick rescue.
“With ‘Project Lifesaver,’ Union
County families will have an important tool for keeping their loved ones
– especially senior citizens and children who suffer from these and similar afflictions – safe from harm,”
noted Freeholder Chester Holmes.
The cost of each receiver is approximately $1,300, while wristband transmitters tally approximately $285 per transmitter. Batteries and maintenance total around
$15 per month.
Sheriff Froehlich commented that
with the ongoing development of the
program, the county would make a
request to various groups and civic
organizations to assist families that
might otherwise not be able to afford
the transmitters.
“This program will save lives,”
stated Sheriff Froehlich. “‘Project
Lifesaver’ can reduce the amount
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WF Council Discusses Conflict
With Traffic Study Consultant
By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Though the Westfield Town Council conference session began with a
presentation from developer James
Ward, the council went on to tackle
key issues with the upcoming traffic
study related to the proposed parking
decks and the proposed turf field.
Mr. Ward has proposed to build a 41unit luxury condominium complex on
Prospect Street at the site of the former
Statistical Research building.
He has requested that the Town
Council allow a conditional use at
the site, as it is currently zoned for
retail use.
Mr. Ward’s planning consultant,
Peter Steck, said that even with the
council granting conditional use, the
application would still have to be
heard before the Planning Board.
According to Mr. Ward, the target
market for the condos would be individuals age 55 and older.
Mr. Ward also stated that as an
alternate plan, retail space could be
constructed, with apartments above.
The council will discuss the project
further at a later time.
Next on the council’s agenda was
the proposed traffic study in regards
to the parking redevelopment
projects, which Mayor Gregory
McDermott called a “master plan of
traffic study.”
The study, which will cost $62,448,
will branch out from the proposed

County Freeholders Announce
“Project Lifesaver” Initiative
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

methods have and have not worked,
and see what can be applied to areas
in need.
On the issue of property taxes,
Councilman Haas offered his support of a constitutional convention.

The Westfield Board of Education
began finalizing plans for a student
parking policy at Westfield High
School (WHS) at its meeting on Tuesday.
Board members were shown a draft
of a report from the Citizens Advisory Committee on Parking, which
contains a tentative plan to solve the
parking problem at WHS.
In the plan, parking will be limited
to WHS students in their senior year
who live outside of a one-half mile
radius from the school. Early in the
school year, parking congestion isn’t
a problem because only seniors are
driving.
As the year progresses, students in
their junior year begin receiving their
driver’s licenses and congestion
around the school increases. It is
estimated that two-thirds of the senior class will drive to school and
that by the end of the year, one-third
of the junior class will want the same
privilege.
Board President Arlene Gardner
said, “We are taking away the major-

of time it takes to locate an individual from hours to minutes. When
a loved one is lost, especially one
who is suffering like this, time is
critical.”
Interested families may call the
Sheriff’s Office at (908) 527-4450.
In additional business, Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi announced that, regardless of the change
in ballots in the 22nd District, Union
County residents’ right to vote would
be preserved in full. The announcement was made with specific regard
to both absentee ballots as well as
military personnel who may be stationed overseas.
Ms. Rajoppi explained that all registered voters who submit absentee
ballot applications, and who are out
of state (due to business or military
service, among other things), will
receive absentee ballots via overnight mail. Voters who mail their
ballots within a week of Tuesday,
November 4, will also receive postage-paid overnight envelopes to return their ballots.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

South Avenue development to Grove
Street, and include cut through
streets. It will also extend from the
proposed Prospect and Elm Streets
development to Roosevelt and
Franklin Schools.
Fourth Ward Democrat Councilman
Lawrence Goldman brought up the
issue that there is a “perception” that
the firm conducting the traffic study,
Edwards & Kelcey, is working “for the
developer and not for the town.”
He suggested the council “come up
with someone” who can give an assessment when the study is complete.
A lengthy discussion then ensued
regarding whether the council should
switch firms or hire a consultant to
review the material.
Second Ward Republican Councilman Rafael Betancourt stated that
Edwards & Kelcey is the “best of the
best,” and that he does not think the
firm will slant its results.
First Ward Republican Councilman Sal Caruana stated that this study
could “make or break” the projects,
and added he doesn’t “feel comfortable with the developer’s choice.”
Councilmen Caruana and Goldman
were the only two who voted to
change firms, while the rest of the
council agreed that someone should
review the study when it comes back.
“I don’t think we have a conflict of
interest,” Mayor McDermott stated.
“When it (the study) comes back…
we’ll find someone to review it so we
can understand it.”
However, the council will bring in
representatives from Edwards &
Kelcey to discuss their concerns.
Mayor McDermott also announced
that he is assembling a “negotiating
team” that can speak with the professionals and then report back to the
rest of the council.
The team will consist of Councilmen Andrew Skibitsky, Betancourt
and Caruana, as well as Town Administrator James Gildea and Town
Attorney Robert Cockren.
Mayor McDermott told The Westfield
Leader that the council has “a lot more
to do than just dealing with parking,”
and that this (the team) will allow them
to get more things done.
Councilman Goldman also brought
up the issue that the developer changed
the plans for Prospect and Elm Streets
from condominiums to rental apartments. He said the financial modeling
would be changed by the lack of
upfront payment for the property.
Another possible effect on the financial modeling would be an agreement with the Board of Education,
according to Councilman Goldman.
He also questioned whether it would
be too dense in that area with the
addition of the James Ward project.
Mr. Gildea stated that now is the
time when the council can begin
dictating options to the developer.
Fourth Ward Democrat Councilwoman Susan Jacobson stated that
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the South Avenue project should have
a combination of townhouses and
apartments, and that she feels Prospect Street should be all townhouse/
condominium units.
Finally, the council discussed the
proposed turf field at the Conservation Center.
The council unanimously agreed
that there is a need for additional
fields in town, and that a turf field
should be considered.
However, the council came to a 44 tie as to whether the Recreation
Commission should pursue the location at the Conservation Center.
Councilman Skibitsky was absent
from the meeting.
There are also several issues that
still need to be worked out, including
the impact on the existing Department
of Public Works operation at the site.
The council then went into closed
session to discuss New Street and
teamsters contract negotiations.

ity of the problem by limiting parking to seniors.”
Parking would take place on streets
near the high school selected by the
town. In order to avoid confusion,
residents on those streets would be
issued permits showing that they are
permitted to park on the road.
Student representative Carolyn
Harvaugh, who attended the meeting, was on the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Parking as a student
liaison. She raised the need for the
board and the Westfield Town Council to move along and iron out a final
policy.
“One thing I stress is that the policy
must be implemented by January,”
said Ms. Harvaugh.
Her concern is that juniors who
will have been driving for months by
that time will not want to change
their driving habits that far into the
school year.
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley said that juniors are
still allowed to drive to school. “We’re
just limiting them from parking in
the area immediately surrounding
the high school.”
Ms. Gardner stated concerns about
alienating those seniors living within
the one-half mile “no drive” radius.
“I don’t like that we’re making a
kind of second class of those students,” she said.
Studies conducted by the Advisory Committee show that approximately 40 eligible students currently
live in that radius, and that only onethird of them would opt to drive to
school.
The board also discussed the system by which parking permits will
be issued to students. According to
the guidelines meted out by the Advisory Committee, the administration at WHS would be responsible
for giving the Westfield Police Department a list of eligible seniors by
June 30 of each year.
The parking permits would then
be handed out by the town to the
students. A proposed $100 fee would
be charged to any eligible senior who
wants a parking permit.
Revocation of the permit can occur due to a number of infractions.
Any student convicted of a moving
violation, substance abuse, or disorderly conduct would have his or her
permit revoked by the police department. Furthermore, a student found
to be in violation of WHS disciplinCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS BOE Names Kusak
As Interim Principal
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a special meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
on Monday night, Chief School Administrator Dr. Gerard Schaller announced the appointment of Walter
Rusak as Interim Building Principal
of Deerfield School, effective immediately at a rate of $450 per day.
Mr. Rusak worked for 30 years in
the Irvington school district, starting his career as a social studies
teacher. He eventually became principal for the elementary school. After

holding the position of principal for
approximately 10 years, he became
Irvington Middle School Principal.
He eventually became Irvington Superintendent of Schools.
Board of Education President Peter Goggi commented on Mr.
Rusak’s credentials stating, “His tremendous knowledge will be an asset to us for the remainder of the
school year.”
The next regularly scheduled
school board meeting is Tuesday,
October 14 at 8 p.m. at the Deerfield
School Media Center.
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A NEW FACE...The building at 251 North Avenue, West, the home of The
Westfield Leader, is getting a new face with a fresh coat of paint.
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Scutari, Marks to Face Off
On November Senate Ballot
By FRED ROSSI AND
MICHAEL M. SHAPIRO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

DISTRICT 22 -- A report in the
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WESTFIELD POLITICS...Last Friday evening, the Burslems of Kimball
Avenue in Westfield held a political rally for James Foerst, Republican candidate for Ward 4 Town Council. He was supported in attendance by Mayor
Gregory McDermott, Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, along with many others. Pictured, left to right, are: Bob and Debbie
Burslem, listening as Mr. Foerst discusses the campaign, while his wife, Cara,
looks on.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Andrea Abrantes Pinho, 18, of
Westfield and David Salgado, 21, of
Fanwood were arrested in the 300 block
of South Avenue, West and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana. Pinho was also charged
with driving while intoxicated. Both were
released on their own recognizance.
An employee of an Elm Street supermarket reported being assaulted by a coworker at the store over the use of a table.
The victim, who sustained a small scrape
on the chin, did not require medical attention. No complaints had been filed.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
A Nelson Place resident reported that
an unknown, caustic substance was
poured on the hood and fenders of her
husband’s motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of their home, causing
the paint to peel off of the vehicle.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Bruno Ciullo, 44, of Lebanon and
Joseph Antonuccio, 42, of Scotch Plains
were arrested in the 600 block of South
Avenue, West, in connection with the
theft of a street sign from Carol Road and
Davis Court.
Ciullo was charged with possession of
stolen property and Antonuccio with
theft. They were released on their own
recognizance.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
After being stopped on Central Avenue for a motor vehicle equipment violation, Christopher Ponce, 20, of Hillside and Jason Cepeda, 20, of Elizabeth
were arrested and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Both were released on their
own recognizance.
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Brian Villane, 21, of Westfield was
arrested on Central Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
released to a responsible party.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Neeta Bhat, 34, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with shoplifting jewelry valued at $180 from a North
Avenue store. She was released on her
own recognizance.
Dominic Frangipane, 19, of
Westfield was arrested in the 700 block
of South Avenue, West and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.
Frangipane, who was issued summonses on these charges, was also taken
into custody on an active contempt of
court warrant for $150, issued by the
Teaneck Municipal Court. He was turned
over to the Teaneck Police Department.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
Three incidents of criminal mischief to motor vehicles were reported,
which police said may be related.
One case involved a car belonging to
a John Street resident, in which someone
spray painted an obscene comment on
the back of the vehicle. In a second
incident, a West Broad Street resident
reported that an unknown individual or
persons broke the driver’s side mirror
and poured an unknown liquid on the
driver’s door.
In the third incident, a Cleveland Avenue resident reported that someone
spray painted words on the driver’s side
of his truck.
Kathy Krajcik, 43, of Mountainside
was arrested and charged with shoplifting $321 worth of merchandise from a
North Avenue store. She was released on
her own recognizance.
• Jamal Johnson, 32, of Plainfield
was arrested at Bell Drive and Rahway
Avenue and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and with driving while intoxicated.
He was also taken into custody on
contempt of court warrants out of
Piscataway and Perth Amboy. Johnson
was released on his own recognizance
on the Westfield charges.

Freeholders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“No one will be denied the right to
vote,” said Ms. Rajoppi. “We will protect the voting rights of military personnel who are protecting our freedoms
abroad. College students, business travelers and others who need absentee ballots will also receive them in time to
vote.”
Last week, Union County Superior
Court Judge Edward Beglin, Jr. ruled
that the Democratic Party could replace
State Senator Joseph Suliga with Freeholder Nicholas Scutari. Similar to last
year’s Torricelli-Lautenberg ballot
switch, this year’s change came after
the cut-off date for replacing candidates.
Consequently, the ballots, which were
already printed, had to be discarded.
According to Ms. Rajoppi, her office
has begun printing updated ballots.
The Freeholder board also introduced
a resolution last week whereby the
county will allow T-Mobile to construct
a monopole cell tower located in Scotch
Plains.

Introducing...

David
Williams

Free
Mini-Pumpkin
This Weekend!

...Mini
Free

“Mini
Free”

Our fall festival continues and to
celebrate we are giving away minipumpkins to the first one-million
500 children this weekend.
Bring the family in for our pumpkin
picking, pony rides, hayrides, and
haunted house. This weeks hours are
Thu. Fri 3-5pm, Sat-Mon 10-5pm.
Our nursery sale continues with
saving of 20-70% on shrubs, perennials
and trees. Take advantage of the great
fall planting weather and save.
Hayrides,
ILLIAMS
URSERY Ponyrides,
House
&www.williams-nursery.com
The Gift House Haunted
Now Open
524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Details online

Star-Ledger on September 24, 2003
sent shockwaves throughout New Jersey: respected freshman Democratic
State Senator Joseph Suliga from the
22nd Legislative District was charged
with sexually harassing a woman patron and “fighting” with security personnel in an alleged alcohol-induced
incident at the Trump Marina Casino in
Atlantic City.
Senator Suliga soon announced that
he would enter an alcohol rehabilitation program and that he would not
seek re-election.
After a meeting last Wednesday,
Union County Freeholder Nicholas
Scutari was chosen as the Democratic
candidate for the State Senate seat.
Matters weren’t quite yet settled as
of yesterday afternoon regarding the
November election ballot in the 22nd
Legislative District where Republican
State Senate nominee and Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks’ attempt to keep

way of true property tax reform and
significant ethics guideline changes
will not know what hit them.”
He places reforming property taxes,
creating fairness in state school aid
allocations, and reforming elected office at the top of his priorities. To
effectively deal with property taxes,
“municipalities should be given flexibility in raising revenue for municipal
services and public education,” Mayor
Marks contended.
On the subject of state aid to public
schools, Mayor Marks believes that,
“suburban schools are getting shortchanged…30 special needs districts
receive one-half of the billions of dollars of state aid allocated every year,”
and that, “greater oversight is needed
to see that state aid is actually reaching
the classroom,” while “formulas need
to be recalculated to ensure that suburban school districts are receiving their
fair share…”
In addition, Mayor Marks would bar
elected officials from holding dual offices because, “too many elected members of the Senate and the General
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HALLOWEEN FUN…Pictured above is one of the displays at the Williams
Nursery, located in Westfield on Springfield Avenue. For Halloween festivities
Williams Nursery will feature hayrides, pony rides, a hay maze and an inflatable
haunted house for younger children. The hayrides are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Thursday through Sunday; the pony rides are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
weekends. There is also a coloring contest that will be judged on Thursday,
October 30. Pictures should be dropped off at the nursery.

Referendum, Development
Addressed by Candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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TAKING A STAND...Former Senate candidate Doug Forrester, right, adressed
the media at a recent press conference regarding the recent ballot switch with
22nd District State Senate candidate Martin Marks, second from left.

Mr. Scutari off the ballot is in the hands
of the courts.
Mayor Marks appealed last Friday’s
decision by Union County Superior
Court Judge Edward Beglin, Jr. that
Democrats could replace Senator Suliga
on the November 4 ballot with Mr.
Scutari despite a state statute that mandates that candidates cannot be replaced
less than 52 days prior to the election.
The Republicans’ appeal for emergent relief was filed in Appellate Court
on Tuesday. At press time on Wednesday afternoon, no decisions had been
issued.
“It’s wrong to let the Democrats
continue to replace these candidates,”
Union County Republican Chairman
Ron Frigerio told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times last Friday when discussing the appeal. “It’s a violation of
the law.”
Before a few dozen supporters a
week ago, Mayor Marks, joined by
State Assembly running mate George
Gore, Mr. Frigerio and Douglas
Forrester, who lost to Frank Lautenberg
in last year’s U.S. Senate race, said that
while it was tempting to describe himself as this year’s victim of what he
termed “Democrat skullduggery,” the
“real victims in all this are the rule of
law, the reputation of our state and,
most importantly, the voters of New
Jersey and now the 22nd Legislative
District for a second time in two years.”
While wishing Senator Suliga the best
in his rehabilitation effort, Mayor Marks
said he felt Senator Suliga had withdrawn
from the race not for health reasons, but
because “his internal polls showed that
he was about to lose what was once
considered a safe Democrat seat.”
He called Freeholder Scutari “Joe
Suliga’s handpicked successor” and
criticized Linden Democrat Mayor
John Gregorio for remarks to the effect
that the 22nd District Senate seat belonged to someone from Linden.
“Mayor Gregorio, I have got news
for you,” Mayor Marks said last week.
“This senate seat does not belong to
you or anyone else in Linden.”
Now, with less than a month to go
before November’s election, the race
for the State Senate is anyone’s to win,
and both Freeholder Scutari and Mayor
Marks are actively seeking support.
Mayor Marks sees his candidacy as
“…a legitimate attempt to change our
way of thinking down in Trenton even
if it means ruffling a few feathers along
the way,” and promises that if the voters
of the 22nd District send him to the
State Senate, “those who stand in the

Assembly hold municipal or county
elected positions,” which, in Marks’
view, can be a conflict of interest.
Freeholder Scutari, who served on
the Linden Board of Education, is a
seven-year veteran of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, a municipal prosecutor and a certified civil
trial attorney, believes that his collective experiences will help him to best
serve the public. Mr. Scutari’s top priority is effectively dealing with property taxes. He would support a constitutional convention to discuss and analyze the tax structure in New Jersey, if
it is done honestly.
“Economic development and continued growth of our business community is an integral part of the equation,”
Freeholder Scutari stated. Another
important issue for Mr. Scutari is confronting the growing problem of congestion on New Jersey roadways:
“planned growth and municipal involvement is extremely important.
Anyone who has lost countless hours
sitting in traffic knows it,” said Freeholder Scutari. He cautioned that, “the
problem will only get worse as our
population grows and our infrastructure ages.”
Asked about his feelings regarding
running for the State Senate, Mr. Scutari
stated, “I am looking forward to the
challenge and I think it will give me an
opportunity to address more broadbased issues of our community.”
On the subject of Senator Suliga
and the replacement of the Senator on
the ballot, Mayor Marks expressed
frustration: “If the judicial system allows this deliberate end around what
is a clearly defined state law prohibiting a switch of candidates after the
48-day pre-election deadline, it will
be the second year in a row that the
Democrat machine has been allowed
to do so.”
Mayor Marks believes that, “these
types of shenanigans will anger the
voters of this district…which can only
benefit my prospects of success,” and
has announced he will appeal the
court’s ruling.
Freeholder Scutari, however, believes that the court decided the case
based on precedent and that in the end,
the court rightly decided that, “voters
deserve a choice in the election.”
Promising a vigorous campaign on
the issues, Freeholder Scutari said he
is “really encouraged by the support”
he has received from my “friends, family and the residents of the 22nd District.”

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney
by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Concentrating in personal injury
and malpractice cases.
Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

He suggested that the council should
formulate an idea of what the increase
should be each year and work the budget
from there. He added that he was the only
council member that voted against the
budget this year.
Mr. Ciarrocca stated that, in order to
remain diverse, the town must maintain
its senior citizen population. He said that
shared services and public/private partnerships should be looked into to help
with costs.
Fourth Ward Democrat candidate Susan Jacobson added that the council must
do something to help senior citizens. She
suggested that the council should lower
municipal fees, such as for the Conservation Center, for seniors. She also said
that she is trying to get information to
seniors on how they can get help with
their property taxes.
Fourth Ward Republican candidate
James Foerst responded that senior citizens are an integral part of the community and that their savings are being eaten
up by property taxes, adding that the
council needs to be fiscally responsible.
Mr. Foerst said that the town should
increase the role of seniors, as they are an
“untapped resource.”
Regarding development, Mr. Foerst
stated that the Board of Adjustment
and Planning Board are “creatures of
statute.” He said that the council must
create stricter ordinances to control
growth and decrease the size of new
construction.
Mrs. Jacobson responded that developers are buying up every “piece of green”
in town, adding that the Laws and Rules
Committee is currently looking at ways
to pass height restrictions.
On the subject of downtown Westfield,
Mr. Echausse and Mrs. Rothfelder praised
the Downtown Westfield Corporation for
their work in balancing chains and “mom
and pop” stores.
Mrs. Rothfelder stated that the town
does need to “be mindful” to keep the
smaller stores involved in local events.
In her vision for Westfield’s future,
Mrs. Neylan stated that she would like to
keep Westfield “the way it is” while
keeping “up with the times.” She said
that the town should retain its charm and
keep architectural integrity.
Mr. Owens stated that “change is inevitable” and that a system of town-wide
and ward meetings could help manage
the changes.
He also commented on town communications, stating that council members
need to be responsive and that “communications are never sufficient.”
Mrs. Neylan stated that there is the
town website, TV-36, and that the town is
equipped with a reverse 9-1-1 system.
She added that the Town Hall meetings
are the backbone in the communication
system, and pledged to be responsive
and available if elected.
On the issue of referendums in regard
to the proposed redevelopment plans,
Mr. Haas stated that “in general, it is
reasonable” for the town to bond items
without going to voter referendum. He
added that when the impact is substantial, then a referendum is appropriate. He
said that if the council is firm in its
support of the idea, it should be able to
convince the public.
Mr. Ciarrocca stated that with the redevelopment proposals it would be difficult to frame a question. He said that he
would like to see the process continue to
be open, and that public comment is
informative to the town and the developer.
Mr. Haas countered that at the end of
the process, a very specific proposal could
be put to a referendum.
Responding to a question regarding
the allocation of police resources, and the
number of parking tickets being written
in the downtown, Mr. Ciarrocca said that
the number of police calls are “staggering.” He said that officers should be
enforcing traffic safety.
Mr. Haas said that he doesn’t think
the purpose of writing a large number
of parking tickets is to drive the redevelopment projects. He stated that enforcement was one of the issues highlighted by the parking advisory committee, adding that the ticketing is not
being done by those who can patrol
the streets.

Regarding freight train traffic at the
Rahway Avenue crossing, Mr. Foerst
said that transport on the railway is safer
than having the materials transported on
the roadways. He said that the Secretary
of Transportation is set to sign a new
group of regulations at the end of the year
that will give the town the ability to
construct a blockade that will give residents relief from the train whistle.
Mrs. Jacobson stated that Speaker of
the House, J. Dennis Hastert, is opposed
to the new regulations, but that the train
whistle noise is a quality of life issue.
Finally, on the issue of an artificial turf
field, Mrs. Jacobson said that the costs
need to be weighed and that she doesn’t
think the Conservation Center is the ideal
site.
Mr. Foerst stated his support of the use
of artificial turf fields.

School Board
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ary policy by the high school principal
may lose his or her parking eligibility.
The high school administration
would inform the police department,
which would proceed to revoke the
student’s driving privileges.
“I think it is significant that the board
and the township be seen cooperating
to resolve this issue,” said Dr. Foley.
“Parking is a privilege based on distance from Westfield High School and
adherence to the code of conduct. It is
not a right,” said board member William Ziff.
Dr. Foley stressed that revocation of
parking privileges will not be used as a
disciplinary tool.
The board touched briefly upon the
possibility of installing a turf field at
one of the district’s schools as part of a
joint venture with the town.
Ms. Gardner asked the board if it
would like the members of the Facilities Committee to begin gathering background information on the costs and
feasibility of such a project.
Dr. Foley stated that he would “rather
have a meeting about general budget
priorities” than deal with the possibility of a large “capital project” like a turf
field.
Board member Richard Solomon
agreed, stating, “Part of the process of
establishing priorities is knowing our
alternatives.”
Ms. Gardner replied, “We have only
agreed to look into what might be the
value and the cost” of such a project.
After discussion, it was decided that
Dr. Foley and Business Administrator/
Board Secretary Robert Berman would
take the lead in gathering the pertinent
information.
Ms. Gardner also discussed the ramifications of the town’s Redevelopment
Project. In order to pay for the proposed
parking deck construction, residents in
designated areas of Westfield would
become part of a Payment In Lieu Of
Taxes (PILOT) program. These residents would instead see their taxes go to
the municipality to pay for the construction, bypassing the school district.
Ms. Gardner reported that there was
a tentative agreement made with the
town, in principle only, that the
Westfield school district would be reimbursed for “additional students who
come to the school system as a result of
new condominiums or rentals.”
The board approved new policy for
handling emergency evacuations of
schools in the district in case of fires,
bomb threats, natural disasters, and
man-made catastrophes. The policy
calls for direct notification of each
pupil’s parents or guardian before the
pupil is released.
The board also approved new Thorough and Effective Teaching Initiatives for all the schools in the district.
These objectives include the reduction
of bullying and plagiarism at the intermediate level and an increased proficiency in public speaking at WHS.
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