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passed toward the front post where
Ludmer drilled it right into the back
of the net.

“The first goal today came on a
corner kick,” explained Bridgeman.
“It went far, so I was playing out
wide and basically returned the ball
back in to Aly, who shot it in. On the
other goal, it was also on a corner
kick where I hit it back out wide and
we scored from there.”

The bulk of the game took place
around midfield; however, the Blue
Devils did break away on a few occa-
sions and launched an adequate
amount of shots on goal. Then in the
43rd minute, Shelman, positioned in
front of the net, bashed a header past
the keeper on a corner kick from Gio
Palatucci.

“I was very frustrated with my
corner kicks today because I was
missing a lot today,” said Shelman.
“But on this particular boot from
Gio, she returned the kick to me as I
ran in to the far post. I simply flicked
the ball behind the keeper.”

As to the second half Shelman
added, “We had a little bit of a break-
down. We finally got organized,
pulled ourselves together and got
back into playing our game. That
was a real plus for us, because we
were able to get organized on the
field by ourselves without pulling
people off.”

Summarizing, Giordano said, “We
get one in and they just get compla-
cent with it. We’re up 1-0 and we’re
going to win, and you can’t do that. A
good team will turn around and put
two, three goals in on you. You get

one, you must get hungry and get two.
I keep stressing that to them. Some-
times it works and sometimes it
doesn’t. Again, it’s the competition.
When they started putting pressure on
us, it woke them up a little bit.”
Metuchen 0 0 0
Westfield 1 1 2

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Cage
Metuchen Lady Bulldogs. 2-0
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SILVEIRA, RODRIGUES NET GOALS

Comet Boys ‘Cruz’ Past
UC Soccer Vikings, 3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring a wealth of young, tal-
ented freshmen and sophomores, the
Union Catholic High School boys
soccer team was nipped, 3-2, by Hill-
side in a game that had a wild and
furious second-half and was climaxed
with a sudden goal by forward
Goncelo Cruz, who netted all of the
Comets’ goals. Junior Rai Silveira
and freshman Danny Rodrigues
scored the Vikings’ goals.

Silveira scored the first goal 15
minutes into the first half when he
lifted a deflection off Comet goalie
Dave Cunha into the upper center of
the net. Sophomore Mike Seamon set
up the goal by charging down the
right side and ripping a shot off Cunha.

“Seamon set him up with a beauti-
ful shot from the right wing and he
just tapped it in,” explained Viking
Head Coach Joe DeOliveira.

Two minutes later, Cruz launched
a free kick from 23 yards out that
deflected off a Viking defender and
into the net for the tie. With 2:37
remaining in the half, Cruz ripped a
left-footed shot into the net to give
the Comets a 2-1 lead.

At the beginning of the second half,
Cruz put Viking goalie Chris Varga to
the test once again, forcing him to
scramble to his right to stop a vicious
shot. For an additional 20 minutes,
Varga was busy, but the tide changed
when Rodrigues connected on a cross
into the box midway through the half.

“It was a switch from the left full-
back, all the way to the right wing,”

described DeOliveira. “He was at the
right place at the right time.”

For several minutes, Viking attack-
ers Seamon, Matt Cunha, Rodrigues
and Matt Piorier took charge, pen-
etrated the box and shelled the goalie.
Later, Seamon made a fine lead to
Rodrigues, scooting down the right.
Rodrigues outran the defender, leav-
ing only Comet goalie Cunha in his
path. Rodrigues ripped a diagonal
shot that missed just to the left.

For a moment, the Vikings thought
they would take a 3-2 lead when
Seamon and Comet goalie Cunha
collided at the goal and Seamon pro-
ceeded to mow the ball and Cunha
over the goal line. Unfortunately, the
goal was disallowed. However, mo-
ments later, in one brief instant, with
2:40 remaining, Comet Linden
Vukdedaj looped the ball into the
box to Cruz, who then tapped the ball
into the net for the winning goal.

“We were dealing with a forward
who is an excellent forward. We kept
him pretty much under tight cover-
age, but all it takes is a couple of
seconds and that’s all he needed,”
said coach DeOliveira of Cruz’s ex-
ploits. “He is a man by himself.”

DeOliveira added, “Six of these
players are from the Super Y League.
They are all freshmen and sopho-
mores. We have a lot of promise
coming up. As far as teamwork, I’m
very satisfied with the way my team
was playing. We had our chances
too. It could have gone either way.”
Hillside 2 1 3
Union Catholic 1 1 2

Severage, assisted by Hirsh, banged
in a goal. Then, with just 15 seconds
remaining in the half, more lightning
struck again when Suckiel converted
on Hirsh’s corner shot.

“We did some good things but we
followed up with bad things and on
certain plays, we didn’t finish,” ex-
plained Tri-Captain Meridith
Rucinsky. “We needed to move faster

because they were beating us to the
ball, but we just couldn’t put it to-
gether. Our middle of the field col-
lapsed and they went right through it
and, as a result, scored three times in
the first 15 minutes. I think we got
discouraged, so we slowed down and
gave up a little. We didn’t pick up our
mental again until halftime. In the
second half, we came out more re-
freshed, but sometimes you find your-
self in a hole that you can’t get out of.
We had higher hopes coming into
this game, so we are very upset and
disappointed with our play today.”

The Blue Devils made it a more
even game in the second half by
making better cuts and creating bet-
ter scoring opportunities, taking the
ball to their strong side.

“I think they were embarrassed,”
said McFadden. “They know that
they are not that bad of a team as the
score indicated in the first half. They
wanted to prove to themselves that
they can play with Clark, and they
did. But, when you get down 4-0 in
hockey, that’s quite a score to over-
come in a single half. Clark did, so
it’s not impossible, it’s just that you
actually have to play a very good
game at that point, which is some-
thing we really didn’t put together.”

McFadden added, “Clark played
the game better with their feet than
we did. They were moving, they
were getting the ball to the proper
side of their body and were correct-
ing mistakes with their feet instead
of their sticks and I think we got
caught with a lot of our bad habits
being exposed. Hopefully, we can
learn from this game.”

A. L. Johnson Crusaders Bury
Blue Devils, 4-0, in F. Hockey
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Viking Boys Blank
Soccer Crusaders, 3-0
The Union Catholic High School

boys soccer team improved its record
to 3-1 with a 3-0 win over host Bound
Brook on September 30. Senior Matt
Poirier netted two goals and sopho-
more Mike Seamon fired in a goal
and had two assists for the Vikings.

Last year, the Vikings and the Cru-
saders had a share of the Mountain
Valley Mountain Division crown. The
Vikings had an overtime win in
Scotch Plains, then the Crusaders
evened the series at home.

After a scoreless first half, Poirier,
on Seamon’s assist, rippled the net
five minutes into the second half.
Midway through the half, Seamon,
assisted by Matt Cunha, made the
score 2-0. Later, Poirier, assisted by
Seamon, added the third goal. Sopho-
more keeper Chris Varga made 10
saves for the Vikings.

Happy with his young team’s per-
formance and potential, Viking Head
Coach Joe DeOliveira pointed out,
“We have six players playing for the
Super Y League, which is a nation-
wide league.”
Union Catholic 0 3 3
Bound Brook (2-2) 0 0 0

High School Boys
Soccer Results:

OCTOBER 1:
Westfield 3, Irvington 1

Brendan Egan, Matt Sofka and
Dan Mahoney netted goals for the 3-
3 Blue Devils and Lee Tomasso had
two assists.

Kearny 4, Linden 3
Mike Millar scored three goals for

No. 3 Kearny. Awal Mohammed, Pat
Thomas and Tim Dos Santos scored
for the 6-1-1 Tigers.

OCTOBER 3:
Westfield 1, St. Joseph’s 0

Billy Schoenbach scored in over-
time for the 4-3 Blue Devils and Jeff
Greenlaw made five saves.

Kearny 3, Elizabeth 1
Mike Millar netted two goals for

the No. 3, 8-0, Kardinals.
OCTOBER 4:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 1,
Bridgewater-Raritan 0

Ryan Breznitsky, on a cross from
Greg Leischner, scored for the 8-0
Raiders. Keeper Bryan Meredith had
eight saves.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING PAST A BULLDOG…Gio Palatucci played with an aggressive
appetite and was a key player in the Westfield victory. Palatucci fired a corner
kick to Shelman who in turn found the Metuchen net on October 2 in Westfield.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING HER OUT OF OUR WAY…Blue Devils Lauren Purdy, No. 10, and
Michelle Markowski, No.12, bounce a Crusader. Despite their aggressive ways,
Westfield suffered a, 4-0, set back in Westfield on October 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO AVOID A COMET…Viking Mike Bento, No. 6, tries to weave
around a Comet defender. The Comets won a, 3-2, thriller.
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Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $1,250,000 Westfield                                                   $925,000

Scotch Plains $349,000 Cranford                                                    $339,900

Updated, well maintained 15 room Wychwood colonial.  5 bedrooms,
4 fireplaces, updated custom kitchen and more.  WSF2758

Enchanting, spacious Wychwood cottage colonial.  5 bdrms, 3.1 baths,
great kit w/ adj fam rm, liv rm w/ fplc, din rm, den & more.  WSF2691

Perfection plus.  Gracious 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath centerhall colonial.
Close to schools, park.  Large kitchen, new appliances.  WSF2794

Spacious 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath expanded ranch.  Oversized lot.  Large
family room, rec room with fireplace, 1st floor master.  WSF2895

Picture perfect 1920’s colonial.  Located in desirable area within walk-
ing to town, trains, buses, schools.  Many updates.  WSF2885

Stunning contemporary on almost an acre of property.  6 bedrooms,
4.1 new baths, gourmet kitchen, The finest appointments.  WSF2393

Westfield                                                   $899,000

Mountainside                                         $1,450,000


