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County Freeholders Announce
“Project Lifesaver” Initiative

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, in conjunction with
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, announced the formation
of an innovative rescue service for
people suffering from Alzheimer’s,
autism and other such disorders.

The board also announced a new
directive in regards to the upcoming
elections.

Entitled “Project Lifesaver,” the
rescue service includes the use of
small transmitters on wristbands that
can be tracked both on the ground
and in the air for several miles. Fur-
ther, each transmitter is equipped
with an original radio signal that is
capable of broadcasting all day and
all night. This system will enable the
sheriff’s office to track people who
may be reported missing by their
families, and ensure for a safe and

quick rescue.
“With ‘Project Lifesaver,’ Union

County families will have an impor-
tant tool for keeping their loved ones
– especially senior citizens and chil-
dren who suffer from these and simi-
lar afflictions – safe from harm,”
noted Freeholder Chester Holmes.

The cost of each receiver is ap-
proximately $1,300, while wrist-
band transmitters tally approxi-
mately $285 per transmitter. Batter-
ies and maintenance total around
$15 per month.

Sheriff Froehlich commented that
with the ongoing development of the
program, the county would make a
request to various groups and civic
organizations to assist families that
might otherwise not be able to afford
the transmitters.

“This program will save lives,”
stated Sheriff Froehlich. “‘Project
Lifesaver’ can reduce the amount

of time it takes to locate an indi-
vidual from hours to minutes. When
a loved one is lost, especially one
who is suffering like this, time is
critical.”

Interested families may call the
Sheriff’s Office at (908) 527-4450.

In additional business, Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi an-
nounced that, regardless of the change
in ballots in the 22nd District, Union
County residents’ right to vote would
be preserved in full. The announce-
ment was made with specific regard
to both absentee ballots as well as
military personnel who may be sta-
tioned overseas.

Ms. Rajoppi explained that all reg-
istered voters who submit absentee
ballot applications, and who are out
of state (due to business or military
service, among other things), will
receive absentee ballots via over-
night mail. Voters who mail their
ballots within a week of Tuesday,
November 4, will also receive post-
age-paid overnight envelopes to re-
turn their ballots.
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Westfield Town Council Candidates Address
Referendum and Development During Forum

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Topics at the 2003 Westfield Can-
didate Forum ranged from parking
and development to pedestrian safety
and property taxes.

First Ward candidates, Democrat
Maureen Kehoe Rothfelder and Re-
publican Peter Echausse began the
forum on parking. Both candidates
expressed their opposition to the Pros-
pect and Elm Street location for the
proposed parking deck.

Mrs. Rothfelder stated that she is
opposed to the proposed development
because of “increase in
traffic…burden on schools (and) qual-
ity of life issues.” She added that the
town needs to take a “long, hard look
at the actual needs of the community.”

Councilman Echausse stated that
he “will not allow this (the redevel-
opment projects) to be put on the
backs of the taxpayers.”

Second Ward Democrat candidate
David Owens stressed that drivers

must take personal responsibility in
order to have more pedestrian safety.

Second Ward Republican candi-
date Jo Ann Neylan stated that people
are speeding in their own neighbor-
hoods and that more driver educa-
tion is needed.

On the topic of public works ser-
vices, Mrs. Neylan proposed her ideas
for shared services with other towns
for road repair, and sharing field
maintenance costs with the Westfield
Board of Education, as ways to im-
prove services without increased
spending.

Mr. Owens stated that he feels
there is no system for road repairs,
and that the order of when streets get
repaired needs to be made more vis-
ible.

Mrs. Neylan responded that she
thinks people are aware of the pro-
cess and that innovative and new
ideas are needed.

In addressing speeding issues,
Third Ward Republican candidate

Mark Ciarrocca stated that there
should be a citizens traffic safety
advisory committee to help build on
the town’s current ideas.

Third Ward Democrat candidate
David Haas stated that the council
should look at which traffic-calming

methods have and have not worked,
and see what can be applied to areas
in need.

On the issue of property taxes,
Councilman Haas offered his sup-
port of a constitutional convention.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BON VOYAGE…Westfield Police Lieutenant John Geoghegan is retiring after
35 years of dedicated service to the community.

MS BOE Names Kusak
As Interim Principal
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a special meeting of the
Mountainside Board of Education
on Monday night, Chief School Ad-
ministrator Dr. Gerard Schaller an-
nounced the appointment of Walter
Rusak as Interim Building Principal
of Deerfield School, effective im-
mediately at a rate of $450 per day.

Mr. Rusak worked for 30 years in
the Irvington school district, start-
ing his career as a social studies
teacher. He eventually became prin-
cipal for the elementary school. After

holding the position of principal for
approximately 10 years, he became
Irvington Middle School Principal.
He eventually became Irvington Su-
perintendent of Schools.

Board of Education President Pe-
ter Goggi commented on Mr.
Rusak’s credentials stating, “His tre-
mendous knowledge will be an as-
set to us for the remainder of the
school year.”

The next regularly scheduled
school board meeting is Tuesday,
October 14 at 8 p.m. at the Deerfield
School Media Center.

David  B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE DAIS...The Westfield Area League of Women Voters and The Westfield Leader co-sponsored the 2003 candidates forum for the Westfield Town Council
candidates on Thursday night. Pictured, from the left, are: Peter Echausse, Maureen Kehoe Rothfelder, Jo Ann Neylan, David Owens, Bonnie Ruggerio, Lauren
Pass, Mark Ciarrocca, David Haas, James Foerst and Susan Jacobson.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A NEW FACE...The building at 251 North Avenue, West, the home of The
Westfield Leader, is getting a new face with a fresh coat of paint.

New WHS Parking
Policy Examined

By WF School Bd.
By ED COONEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
began finalizing plans for a student
parking policy at Westfield High
School (WHS) at its meeting on Tues-
day.

Board members were shown a draft
of a report from the Citizens Advi-
sory Committee on Parking, which
contains a tentative plan to solve the
parking problem at WHS.

In the plan, parking will be limited
to WHS students in their senior year
who live outside of a one-half mile
radius from the school. Early in the
school year, parking congestion isn’t
a problem because only seniors are
driving.

As the year progresses, students in
their junior year begin receiving their
driver’s licenses and congestion
around the school increases. It is
estimated that two-thirds of the se-
nior class will drive to school and
that by the end of the year, one-third
of the junior class will want the same
privilege.

Board President Arlene Gardner
said, “We are taking away the major-

ity of the problem by limiting park-
ing to seniors.”

Parking would take place on streets
near the high school selected by the
town. In order to avoid confusion,
residents on those streets would be
issued permits showing that they are
permitted to park on the road.

Student representative Carolyn
Harvaugh, who attended the meet-
ing, was on the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Parking as a student
liaison. She raised the need for the
board and the Westfield Town Coun-
cil to move along and iron out a final
policy.

“One thing I stress is that the policy
must be implemented by January,”
said Ms. Harvaugh.

Her concern is that juniors who
will have been driving for months by
that time will not want to change
their driving habits that far into the
school year.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley said that juniors are
still allowed to drive to school. “We’re
just limiting them from parking in
the area immediately surrounding
the high school.”

Ms. Gardner stated concerns about
alienating those seniors living within
the one-half mile “no drive” radius.

“I don’t like that we’re making a
kind of second class of those stu-
dents,” she said.

Studies conducted by the Advi-
sory Committee show that approxi-
mately 40 eligible students currently
live in that radius, and that only one-
third of them would opt to drive to
school.

The board also discussed the sys-
tem by which parking permits will
be issued to students. According to
the guidelines meted out by the Ad-
visory Committee, the administra-
tion at WHS would be responsible
for giving the Westfield Police De-
partment a list of eligible seniors by
June 30 of each year.

The parking permits would then
be handed out by the town to the
students. A proposed $100 fee would
be charged to any eligible senior who
wants a parking permit.

Revocation of the permit can oc-
cur due to a number of infractions.
Any student convicted of a moving
violation, substance abuse, or disor-
derly conduct would have his or her
permit revoked by the police depart-
ment. Furthermore, a student found
to be in violation of WHS disciplin-

WF Council Discusses Conflict
With Traffic Study Consultant

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Though the Westfield Town Coun-
cil conference session began with a
presentation from developer James
Ward, the council went on to tackle
key issues with the upcoming traffic
study related to the proposed parking
decks and the proposed turf field.

Mr. Ward has proposed to build a 41-
unit luxury condominium complex on
Prospect Street at the site of the former
Statistical Research building.

He has requested that the Town
Council allow a conditional use at
the site, as it is currently zoned for
retail use.

Mr. Ward’s planning consultant,
Peter Steck, said that even with the
council granting conditional use, the
application would still have to be
heard before the Planning Board.

According to Mr. Ward, the target
market for the condos would be indi-
viduals age 55 and older.

Mr. Ward also stated that as an
alternate plan, retail space could be
constructed, with apartments above.

The council will discuss the project
further at a later time.

Next on the council’s agenda was
the proposed traffic study in regards
to the parking redevelopment
projects, which Mayor Gregory
McDermott called a “master plan of
traffic study.”

The study, which will cost $62,448,
will branch out from the proposed

South Avenue development to Grove
Street, and include cut through
streets. It will also extend from the
proposed Prospect and Elm Streets
development to Roosevelt and
Franklin Schools.

Fourth Ward Democrat Councilman
Lawrence Goldman brought up the
issue that there is a “perception” that
the firm conducting the traffic study,
Edwards & Kelcey, is working “for the
developer and not for the town.”

He suggested the council “come up
with someone” who can give an as-
sessment when the study is complete.

A lengthy discussion then ensued
regarding whether the council should
switch firms or hire a consultant to
review the material.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt stated that
Edwards & Kelcey is the “best of the
best,” and that he does not think the
firm will slant its results.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana stated that this study
could “make or break” the projects,
and added he doesn’t “feel comfort-
able with the developer’s choice.”

Councilmen Caruana and Goldman
were the only two who voted to
change firms, while the rest of the
council agreed that someone should
review the study when it comes back.

“I don’t think we have a conflict of
interest,” Mayor McDermott stated.
“When it (the study) comes back…
we’ll find someone to review it so we
can understand it.”

However, the council will bring in
representatives from Edwards &
Kelcey to discuss their concerns.

Mayor McDermott also announced
that he is assembling a “negotiating
team” that can speak with the profes-
sionals and then report back to the
rest of the council.

The team will consist of Council-
men Andrew Skibitsky, Betancourt
and Caruana, as well as Town Ad-
ministrator James Gildea and Town
Attorney Robert Cockren.

Mayor McDermott told The Westfield
Leader that the council has “a lot more
to do than just dealing with parking,”
and that this (the team) will allow them
to get more things done.

Councilman Goldman also brought
up the issue that the developer changed
the plans for Prospect and Elm Streets
from condominiums to rental apart-
ments. He said the financial modeling
would be changed by the lack of
upfront payment for the property.

Another possible effect on the fi-
nancial modeling would be an agree-
ment with the Board of Education,
according to Councilman Goldman.
He also questioned whether it would
be too dense in that area with the
addition of the James Ward project.

Mr. Gildea stated that now is the
time when the council can begin
dictating options to the developer.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
woman Susan Jacobson stated that

the South Avenue project should have
a combination of townhouses and
apartments, and that she feels Pros-
pect Street should be all townhouse/
condominium units.

Finally, the council discussed the
proposed turf field at the Conserva-
tion Center.

The council unanimously agreed
that there is a need for additional
fields in town, and that a turf field
should be considered.

However, the council came to a 4-
4 tie as to whether the Recreation
Commission should pursue the loca-
tion at the Conservation Center.
Councilman Skibitsky was absent
from the meeting.

There are also several issues that
still need to be worked out, including
the impact on the existing Department
of Public Works operation at the site.

The council then went into closed
session to discuss New Street and
teamsters contract negotiations.
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House
www.williams-nursery.com

...Mini
Free

524 Springfield Ave
Westfield • 908-232-4076

Our fall festival continues and to 
celebrate we are giving away mini-
pumpkins to the first one-million      
500 children this weekend. 

Bring the family in for our pumpkin 
picking, pony rides, hayrides, and 
haunted house. This weeks hours are 
Thu. Fri 3-5pm, Sat-Mon 10-5pm.

Our nursery sale continues with 
saving of 20-70% on shrubs, perennials 
and trees. Take advantage of the great 
fall planting weather and save.

Our fall festival continues and to 
celebrate we are giving away mini-
pumpkins to the first one-million      
500 children this weekend. 

Bring the family in for our pumpkin 
picking, pony rides, hayrides, and 
haunted house. This weeks hours are 
Thu. Fri 3-5pm, Sat-Mon 10-5pm.

Our nursery sale continues with 
saving of 20-70% on shrubs, perennials 
and trees. Take advantage of the great 
fall planting weather and save.

Free 
Mini-Pumpkin

This Weekend!

Free 
Mini-Pumpkin

This Weekend!

Introducing...

Hayrides,
Ponyrides,

Haunted House
Now Open
Details online

David

Williams

“Mini

Free”

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Andrea Abrantes Pinho, 18, of

Westfield and David Salgado, 21, of
Fanwood were arrested in the 300 block
of South Avenue, West and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. Pinho was also charged
with driving while intoxicated. Both were
released on their own recognizance.

An employee of an Elm Street super-
market reported being assaulted by a co-
worker at the store over the use of a table.
The victim, who sustained a small scrape
on the chin, did not require medical atten-
tion. No complaints had been filed.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
A Nelson Place resident reported that

an unknown, caustic substance was
poured on the hood and fenders of her
husband’s motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of their home, causing
the paint to peel off of the vehicle.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Bruno Ciullo, 44, of Lebanon and

Joseph Antonuccio, 42, of Scotch Plains
were arrested in the 600 block of South
Avenue, West, in connection with the
theft of a street sign from Carol Road and
Davis Court.

Ciullo was charged with possession of
stolen property and Antonuccio with
theft. They were released on their own
recognizance.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
After being stopped on Central Av-

enue for a motor vehicle equipment vio-
lation, Christopher Ponce, 20, of Hill-
side and Jason Cepeda, 20, of Elizabeth
were arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Both were released on their
own recognizance.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Brian Villane, 21, of Westfield was

arrested on Central Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
released to a responsible party.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Neeta Bhat, 34, of Scotch Plains

was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing jewelry valued at $180 from a North
Avenue store. She was released on her
own recognizance.

Dominic Frangipane, 19, of
Westfield was arrested in the 700 block
of South Avenue, West and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Frangipane, who was issued sum-
monses on these charges, was also taken
into custody on an active contempt of
court warrant for $150, issued by the
Teaneck Municipal Court. He was turned
over to the Teaneck Police Department.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
Three incidents of criminal mis-

chief to motor vehicles were reported,
which police said may be related.

One case involved a car belonging to
a John Street resident, in which someone
spray painted an obscene comment on
the back of the vehicle. In a second
incident, a West Broad Street resident
reported that an unknown individual or
persons broke the driver’s side mirror
and poured an unknown liquid on the
driver’s door.

In the third incident, a Cleveland Av-
enue resident reported that someone
spray painted words on the driver’s side
of his truck.

 Kathy Krajcik, 43, of Mountainside
was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing $321 worth of merchandise from a
North Avenue store. She was released on
her own recognizance.

• Jamal Johnson, 32, of Plainfield
was arrested at Bell Drive and Rahway
Avenue and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and with driving while intoxi-
cated.

He was also taken into custody on
contempt of court warrants out of
Piscataway and Perth Amboy. Johnson
was released on his own recognizance
on the Westfield charges.

He suggested that the council should
formulate an idea of what the increase
should be each year and work the budget
from there. He added that he was the only
council member that voted against the
budget this year.

Mr. Ciarrocca stated that, in order to
remain diverse, the town must maintain
its senior citizen population. He said that
shared services and public/private part-
nerships should be looked into to help
with costs.

Fourth Ward Democrat candidate Su-
san Jacobson added that the council must
do something to help senior citizens. She
suggested that the council should lower
municipal fees, such as for the Conser-
vation Center, for seniors. She also said
that she is trying to get information to
seniors on how they can get help with
their property taxes.

Fourth Ward Republican candidate
James Foerst responded that senior citi-
zens are an integral part of the commu-
nity and that their savings are being eaten
up by property taxes, adding that the
council needs to be fiscally responsible.
Mr. Foerst said that the town should
increase the role of seniors, as they are an
“untapped resource.”

Regarding development, Mr. Foerst
stated that the Board of Adjustment
and Planning Board are “creatures of
statute.” He said that the council must
create stricter ordinances to control
growth and decrease the size of new
construction.

Mrs. Jacobson responded that devel-
opers are buying up every “piece of green”
in town, adding that the Laws and Rules
Committee is currently looking at ways
to pass height restrictions.

On the subject of downtown Westfield,
Mr. Echausse and Mrs. Rothfelder praised
the Downtown Westfield Corporation for
their work in balancing chains and “mom
and pop” stores.

Mrs. Rothfelder stated that the town
does need to “be mindful” to keep the
smaller stores involved in local events.

In her vision for Westfield’s future,
Mrs. Neylan stated that she would like to
keep Westfield “the way it is” while
keeping “up with the times.” She said
that the town should retain its charm and
keep architectural integrity.

Mr. Owens stated that “change is in-
evitable” and that a system of town-wide
and ward meetings could help manage
the changes.

He also commented on town commu-
nications, stating that council members
need to be responsive and that “commu-
nications are never sufficient.”

Mrs. Neylan stated that there is the
town website, TV-36, and that the town is
equipped with a reverse 9-1-1 system.
She added that the Town Hall meetings
are the backbone in the communication
system, and pledged to be responsive
and available if elected.

On the issue of referendums in regard
to the proposed redevelopment plans,
Mr. Haas stated that “in general, it is
reasonable” for the town to bond items
without going to voter referendum. He
added that when the impact is substan-
tial, then a referendum is appropriate. He
said that if the council is firm in its
support of the idea, it should be able to
convince the public.

Mr. Ciarrocca stated that with the re-
development proposals it would be diffi-
cult to frame a question. He said that he
would like to see the process continue to
be open, and that public comment is
informative to the town and the devel-
oper.

Mr. Haas countered that at the end of
the process, a very specific proposal could
be put to a referendum.

Responding to a question regarding
the allocation of police resources, and the
number of parking tickets being written
in the downtown, Mr. Ciarrocca said that
the number of police calls are “stagger-
ing.” He said that officers should be
enforcing traffic safety.

Mr. Haas said that he doesn’t think
the purpose of writing a large number
of parking tickets is to drive the rede-
velopment projects. He stated that en-
forcement was one of the issues high-
lighted by the parking advisory com-
mittee, adding that the ticketing is not
being done by those who can patrol
the streets.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Referendum, Development
Addressed by Candidates

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

     Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD POLITICS...Last Friday evening, the Burslems of Kimball
Avenue in Westfield held a political rally for James Foerst, Republican candi-
date for Ward 4 Town Council. He was supported in attendance by Mayor
Gregory McDermott, Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, along with many others. Pictured, left to right, are: Bob and Debbie
Burslem, listening as Mr. Foerst discusses the campaign, while his wife, Cara,
looks on.

Scutari, Marks to Face Off
On November Senate Ballot

By FRED ROSSI AND
MICHAEL M. SHAPIRO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

DISTRICT 22 -- A report in the
Star-Ledger on September 24, 2003
sent shockwaves throughout New Jer-
sey: respected freshman Democratic
State Senator Joseph Suliga from the
22nd Legislative District was charged
with sexually harassing a woman pa-
tron and “fighting” with security per-
sonnel in an alleged alcohol-induced
incident at the Trump Marina Casino in
Atlantic City.

Senator Suliga soon announced that
he would enter an alcohol rehabilita-
tion program and that he would not
seek re-election.

After a meeting last Wednesday,
Union County Freeholder Nicholas
Scutari was chosen as the Democratic
candidate for the State Senate seat.

Matters weren’t quite yet settled as
of yesterday afternoon regarding the
November election ballot in the 22nd
Legislative District where Republican
State Senate nominee and Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks’ attempt to keep

Mr. Scutari off the ballot is in the hands
of the courts.

Mayor Marks appealed last Friday’s
decision by Union County Superior
Court Judge Edward Beglin, Jr. that
Democrats could replace Senator Suliga
on the November 4 ballot with Mr.
Scutari despite a state statute that man-
dates that candidates cannot be replaced
less than 52 days prior to the election.

The Republicans’ appeal for emer-
gent relief was filed in Appellate Court
on Tuesday. At press time on Wednes-
day afternoon, no decisions had been
issued.

“It’s wrong to let the Democrats
continue to replace these candidates,”
Union County Republican Chairman
Ron Frigerio told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last Friday when dis-
cussing the appeal. “It’s a violation of
the law.”

Before a few dozen supporters a
week ago, Mayor Marks, joined by
State Assembly running mate George
Gore, Mr. Frigerio and Douglas
Forrester, who lost to Frank Lautenberg
in last year’s U.S. Senate race, said that
while it was tempting to describe him-
self as this year’s victim of what he
termed “Democrat skullduggery,” the
“real victims in all this are the rule of
law, the reputation of our state and,
most importantly, the voters of New
Jersey and now the 22nd Legislative
District for a second time in two years.”

While wishing Senator Suliga the best
in his rehabilitation effort, Mayor Marks
said he felt Senator Suliga had withdrawn
from the race not for health reasons, but
because “his internal polls showed that
he was about to lose what was once
considered a safe Democrat seat.”

He called Freeholder Scutari “Joe
Suliga’s handpicked successor” and
criticized Linden Democrat Mayor
John Gregorio for remarks to the effect
that the 22nd District Senate seat be-
longed to someone from Linden.

“Mayor Gregorio, I have got news
for you,” Mayor Marks said last week.
“This senate seat does not belong to
you or anyone else in Linden.”

Now, with less than a month to go
before November’s election, the race
for the State Senate is anyone’s to win,
and both Freeholder Scutari and Mayor
Marks are actively seeking support.

Mayor Marks sees his candidacy as
“…a legitimate attempt to change our
way of thinking down in Trenton even
if it means ruffling a few feathers along
the way,” and promises that if the voters
of the 22nd District send him to the
State Senate, “those who stand in the

way of true property tax reform and
significant ethics guideline changes
will not know what hit them.”

He places reforming property taxes,
creating fairness in state school aid
allocations, and reforming elected of-
fice at the top of his priorities. To
effectively deal with property taxes,
“municipalities should be given flex-
ibility in raising revenue for municipal
services and public education,” Mayor
Marks contended.

On the subject of state aid to public
schools, Mayor Marks believes that,
“suburban schools are getting short-
changed…30 special needs districts
receive one-half of the billions of dol-
lars of state aid allocated every year,”
and that, “greater oversight is needed
to see that state aid is actually reaching
the classroom,” while “formulas need
to be recalculated to ensure that subur-
ban school districts are receiving their
fair share…”

In addition, Mayor Marks would bar
elected officials from holding dual of-
fices because, “too many elected mem-
bers of the Senate and the General

Assembly hold municipal or county
elected positions,” which, in Marks’
view, can be a conflict of interest.

Freeholder Scutari, who served on
the Linden Board of Education, is a
seven-year veteran of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, a mu-
nicipal prosecutor and a certified civil
trial attorney, believes that his collec-
tive experiences will help him to best
serve the public. Mr. Scutari’s top pri-
ority is effectively dealing with prop-
erty taxes. He would support a consti-
tutional convention to discuss and ana-
lyze the tax structure in New Jersey, if
it is done honestly.

“Economic development and con-
tinued growth of our business commu-
nity is an integral part of the equation,”
Freeholder Scutari stated. Another
important issue for Mr. Scutari is con-
fronting the growing problem of con-
gestion on New Jersey roadways:
“planned growth and municipal in-
volvement is extremely important.
Anyone who has lost countless hours
sitting in traffic knows it,” said Free-
holder Scutari. He cautioned that, “the
problem will only get worse as our
population grows and our infrastruc-
ture ages.”

Asked about his feelings regarding
running for the State Senate, Mr. Scutari
stated, “I am looking forward to the
challenge and I think it will give me an
opportunity to address more broad-
based issues of our community.”

On the subject of Senator Suliga
and the replacement of the Senator on
the ballot, Mayor Marks expressed
frustration: “If the judicial system al-
lows this deliberate end around what
is a clearly defined state law prohibit-
ing a switch of candidates after the
48-day pre-election deadline, it will
be the second year in a row that the
Democrat machine has been allowed
to do so.”

Mayor Marks believes that, “these
types of shenanigans will anger the
voters of this district…which can only
benefit my prospects of success,” and
has announced he will appeal the
court’s ruling.

Freeholder Scutari, however, be-
lieves that the court decided the case
based on precedent and that in the end,
the court rightly decided that, “voters
deserve a choice in the election.”

Promising a vigorous campaign on
the issues, Freeholder Scutari said he
is “really encouraged by the support”
he has received from my “friends, fam-
ily and the residents of the 22nd Dis-
trict.”

Regarding freight train traffic at the
Rahway Avenue crossing, Mr. Foerst
said that transport on the railway is safer
than having the materials transported on
the roadways. He said that the Secretary
of Transportation is set to sign a new
group of regulations at the end of the year
that will give the town the ability to
construct a blockade that will give resi-
dents relief from the train whistle.

Mrs. Jacobson stated that Speaker of
the House, J. Dennis Hastert, is opposed
to the new regulations, but that the train
whistle noise is a quality of life issue.

Finally, on the issue of an artificial turf
field, Mrs. Jacobson said that the costs
need to be weighed and that she doesn’t
think the Conservation Center is the ideal
site.

Mr. Foerst stated his support of the use
of artificial turf fields.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HALLOWEEN FUN…Pictured above is one of the displays at the Williams
Nursery, located in Westfield on Springfield Avenue. For Halloween festivities
Williams Nursery will feature hayrides, pony rides, a hay maze and an inflatable
haunted house for younger children. The hayrides are from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Thursday through Sunday; the pony rides are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
weekends. There is also a coloring contest that will be judged on Thursday,
October 30. Pictures should be dropped off at the nursery.

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAKING A STAND...Former Senate candidate Doug Forrester, right, adressed
the media at a recent press conference regarding the recent ballot switch with
22nd District State Senate candidate Martin Marks, second from left.

ary policy by the high school principal
may lose his or her parking eligibility.

The high school administration
would inform the police department,
which would proceed to revoke the
student’s driving privileges.

“I think it is significant that the board
and the township be seen cooperating
to resolve this issue,” said Dr. Foley.

“Parking is a privilege based on dis-
tance from Westfield High School and
adherence to the code of conduct. It is
not a right,” said board member Will-
iam Ziff.

Dr. Foley stressed that revocation of
parking privileges will not be used as a
disciplinary tool.

The board touched briefly upon the
possibility of installing a turf field at
one of the district’s schools as part of a
joint venture with the town.

Ms. Gardner asked the board if it
would like the members of the Facili-
ties Committee to begin gathering back-
ground information on the costs and
feasibility of such a project.

Dr. Foley stated that he would “rather
have a meeting about general budget
priorities” than deal with the possibil-
ity of a large “capital project” like a turf
field.

Board member Richard Solomon
agreed, stating, “Part of the process of
establishing priorities is knowing our
alternatives.”

Ms. Gardner replied, “We have only
agreed to look into what might be the
value and the cost” of such a project.

After discussion, it was decided that
Dr. Foley and Business Administrator/
Board Secretary Robert Berman would
take the lead in gathering the pertinent
information.

Ms. Gardner also discussed the rami-
fications of the town’s Redevelopment
Project. In order to pay for the proposed
parking deck construction, residents in
designated areas of Westfield would
become part of a Payment In Lieu Of
Taxes (PILOT) program. These resi-
dents would instead see their taxes go to
the municipality to pay for the construc-
tion, bypassing the school district.

Ms. Gardner reported that there was
a tentative agreement made with the
town, in principle only, that the
Westfield school district would be re-
imbursed for “additional students who
come to the school system as a result of
new condominiums or rentals.”

The board approved new policy for
handling emergency evacuations of
schools in the district in case of fires,
bomb threats, natural disasters, and
man-made catastrophes. The policy
calls for direct notification of each
pupil’s parents or guardian before the
pupil is released.

The board also approved new Thor-
ough and Effective Teaching Initia-
tives for all the schools in the district.
These objectives include the reduction
of bullying and plagiarism at the inter-
mediate level and an increased profi-
ciency in public speaking at WHS.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Board

“No one will be denied the right to
vote,” said Ms. Rajoppi. “We will pro-
tect the voting rights of military person-
nel who are protecting our freedoms
abroad. College students, business trav-
elers and others who need absentee bal-
lots will also receive them in time to
vote.”

Last week, Union County Superior
Court Judge Edward Beglin, Jr. ruled
that the Democratic Party could replace
State Senator Joseph Suliga with Free-
holder Nicholas Scutari. Similar to last
year’s Torricelli-Lautenberg ballot
switch, this year’s change came after
the cut-off date for replacing candidates.
Consequently, the ballots, which were
already printed, had to be discarded.

According to Ms. Rajoppi, her office
has begun printing updated ballots.

The Freeholder board also introduced
a resolution last week whereby the
county will allow T-Mobile to construct
a monopole cell tower located in Scotch
Plains.
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Club Malibu Knocked Down,
Future Plans Still Unknown

County Freeholders Announce
“Project Lifesaver” Initiative

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, in conjunction with
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, announced the formation
of an innovative rescue service for
people suffering from Alzheimer’s,
autism and other such disorders.

The board also announced a new
directive in regards to the upcoming
elections.

Entitled “Project Lifesaver,” the
rescue service includes the use of
small transmitters on wristbands that
can be tracked both on the ground
and in the air for several miles.
Further, each transmitter is equipped
with an original radio signal that is
capable of broadcasting all day and
all night. This system will enable
the sheriff’s office to track people

who may be reported missing by
their families, and ensure for a safe
and quick rescue.

“With ‘Project Lifesaver,’ Union

County families will have an impor-
tant tool for keeping their loved
ones – especially senior citizens

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Nearly five years after it closed its
doors for good, the building that
housed Club Malibu in Scotch Plains
was knocked down last week after
township officials issued the neces-
sary permits. It had been anticipated
that the building on Terrill Road
would be taken down in the spring,
but delays in getting various utilities
to disconnect the building from their
services pushed back the demolition
date.

In November of 1998, a fatal shoot-
ing in its parking lot led to the clos-
ing of Club Malibu in early 1999.

Three years ago, the Township
Council, after several hearings that
included testimony from Rayric Cor-
poration, the club’s new owners, about
their plans for a new, safer and friend-
lier nightclub, denied the renewal of
the establishment’s liquor license.

Neighbors on both sides of Terrill
Road, urging a denial of the license,
testified at those hearings about ex-
cessive noise, littering and other dis-
ruptions from Malibu. That denial
was overturned in 2001 by the state’s
Alcoholic Beverage Control author-
ity, which issued Rayric a liquor
license that was dependent on their
adherence to 14 conditions regard-
ing crowd control, noise abatement
and other safety issues.

Earlier this year, the council was
set to hold a hearing to decide the
rightful owner of the liquor license
assigned to Malibu, but it was can-
celed after a lawsuit was filed re-
garding the ownership of the legal
entity holding the license.

Lawrence Ray, owner of Rayric,
which owned the Club Malibu prop-
erty, filed suit in April against Dominic
Caruso, claiming that Mr. Caruso had,
in violation of an agreement, failed to

pay him $100,000 for Rayric.
In the years since its closing, the

Malibu property has turned into an
overgrown lot that is the occasional
home to tractor-trailers needing a
spot to park for the night.

Last year, chain-link fencing was
erected around the faded blue build-
ing. An out-of-town corporation owns
the property, but township officials
said they were unaware of future
plans for the site.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SP Adjustment Bd. Sets
Date to Visit Bowcraft

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Before it decides whether to ap-
prove final site plans, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
will try again to visit Bowcraft
Amusement Park next week in order
to get a better sense of how a pro-
posed water park would fit into the
property.

At its meeting last week, the board
agreed to visit the site on Thursday,
October 16, a trip that was originally
scheduled for September 18, but was
canceled due to the storm associated
with Hurricane Isabel.

Last month, Marke Enterprises,
the owners of Bowcraft, submitted
revisions to a site plan originally
presented in July.

The revised drawings addressed
some concern the board had ex-
pressed in July about a number of
aspects of the initial plans, including
the number of trees that would need
to be removed to make room for the
water park and a proposed new park-
ing area at the existing miniature
golf course.

The board was also concerned as
to whether there would be an ad-
equate buffer between the water park
and Route 22, the design of the park-
ing lot at the rear of the property, and
access from Route 22 into the park-
ing area.

What Marke attorney Robert Kraus

calls “a water playground” for chil-
dren, will be situated in the north-
eastern section of the Bowcraft prop-
erty on Route 22. The area, which is
presently unutilized, will include a
series of water slides leading to two
pools, an 18-inch deep wading pond
and a three-foot deep lazy river in
which tubes and other flotation de-
vices can be used. The water park
would be geared towards children
between two and 12 years old.

The plans also call for Bowcraft’s
parking lot at the base of the
Watchung Mountains to be rede-
signed and paved and to include
additional pedestrian walkways
through the lot, as the board had
requested in July. The miniature
golf course on the western edge of
the site near Route 22 will be re-
placed by another parking lot. In
addition, the new plans include more
trees to serve as noise and aesthetic
buffers and also include a wider
roadway leading from Route 22 into
the parking area.

In other business at last Thursday’s
meeting, the board approved an ap-
plication by Sally Pettit and Robert
Herb to raze a one-car garage on
their property at 2264 Coles Street
and erect a new two-car garage.

Zoning Board Chairman Jim
Fawcett expressed some concerns
about the proposed 20-foot height of

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
A CLUB NO MORE…This week Club Malibu was torn down. The club has been
closed since early 1999.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
IN MEMORY OF…Pat Bartell was out working on the Allen Augenstine
Memorial at the Village Green in Scotch Plains this week. The memorial is
planned to be dedicated on Saturday, October 18 at 10 a.m.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Turf Field Dominates
Discussion at SP Council Mtg.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks will contact Westfield Mayor
Gregory McDermott to talk about
several issues regarding the
Westfield Conservation Center on
Lamberts Mill Road, where a pro-
posed turf field has provoked op-
position from Scotch Plains resi-
dents whose properties abut the
site.

Two weeks ago, a few dozen
Scotch Plains residents attended an
informational session organized by
the Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion at which the proposed lighted,
synthetic turf field was discussed.

Township residents raised con-
cerns about excessive lighting, po-
tential flooding and increased traf-
fic in the area.

According to Councilwoman
Nancy Malool, who attended the

meeting, township homeowners
also claimed that Westfield resi-
dents illegally dumping grass clip-
pings, branches, shrubbery and
larger items, including refrigera-
tors, at the conservation center’s
gates when the site is closed.

At the Township Council’s con-
ference meeting on Tuesday, Coun-
cilwoman Malool told her col-
leagues that she sensed a level of
frustration by Scotch Plains resi-
dents about a lack of responsive-
ness by Westfield officials to their
concerns about the illegal dumping
at the site.

She related anecdotal evidence
about township residents complain-
ing to Westfield authorities about
the situation, but without any reso-
lution to the problem because, it
was said, Westfield has no ordi-
nance preventing illegal dumping,
thus making the Lamberts Mill

Road situation difficult to enforce.
Mayor Marks, noting that the

township government “has had no
interaction and experience of this

Freeholder Scutari and Mayor Marks Will
Face Off on Senate Ballot This November

By FRED ROSSI AND
 MICHAEL M. SHAPIRO

Specially Written for The Times

A report in the Star-Ledger on
September 24, 2003 sent shockwaves
throughout New Jersey: respected
freshman Democratic State Senator
Joseph Suliga from the 22nd Legis-
lative District was charged with sexu-
ally harassing a woman patron and
“fighting” with security personnel in
an alleged alcohol-induced incident
at the Trump Marina Casino in At-
lantic City.

Senator Suliga soon announced
that he would enter an alcohol reha-
bilitation program and that he would
not seek re-election.

After a meeting last Wednesday,
Union County Freeholder Nicholas
Scutari was chosen as the Demo-
cratic candidate for the State Senate
seat.

Matters weren’t quite yet settled
as of yesterday afternoon regarding
the November election ballot in the
22nd Legislative District where Re-
publican State Senate nominee and
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks’
attempt to keep Mr. Scutari off the
ballot is in the hands of the courts.

Mayor Marks appealed last
Friday’s decision by Union County
Superior Court Judge Edward Beglin,
Jr. that Democrats could replace
Senator Suliga on the November 4
ballot with Mr. Scutari despite a state
statute that mandates that candidates
cannot be replaced less than 52 days
prior to the election.

The Republicans’ appeal for emer-
gent relief was filed in Appellate
Court on Tuesday. At press time on
Wednesday afternoon, no decisions
had been issued.

“It’s wrong to let the Democrats

continue to replace these candidates,”
Union County Republican Chairman
Ron Frigerio told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last Friday when dis-
cussing the appeal. “It’s a violation
of the law.”

Before a few dozen supporters a
week ago, Mayor Marks, joined by
State Assembly running mate George
Gore, Mr. Frigerio and Douglas
Forrester, who lost to Frank

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Candidates Forum
Scheduled on Oct. 24
FANWOOD – The Fanwood

Candidates Forum will be held
on Friday, October 24, at 8 p.m.
in Fanwood Borough Hall. The
program will be telecast live on
TV-35.

Both political parties, the can-
didates and the public are invited
to submit questions to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the
League of Women Voters
(LOWV) to
editor@goleader.com by the end
of the business day on Friday,
October 17.

The Times and the LOWV will
prepare the final questions and
advise both parties on Monday,
October 20, prior to the forum, of
the issues related to the questions,
but not the actual questions.

The Times and the LOWV will
meet during the weekend of Oc-
tober 18 to compose the ques-
tions. Times reporter Fred Rossi
will moderate the forum, while
Elizabeth Correll, also a Times
reporter, will facilitate the event.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TAKING A STAND...Former Senate candidate Doug Forrester, right, adressed the media at a recent press conference
regarding the recent ballot switch with 22nd District State Senate candidate Martin Marks, second from left.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Public Hearing to Be Held
For Proposed Verizon Tower

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The ongoing debate over Verizon’s
desire to locate a cell tower in
Fanwood will continue at a public
hearing, officials confirmed at
Tuesday’s agenda meeting of the
Fanwood council.

The hearing will be held at Bor-
ough Hall on Wednesday, October
29, at 7 p.m.

Many residents have voiced their
objections to the proposed cell tower.
The upcoming hearing will provide
a forum for both sides to present their
case.

“Both Verizon and the objectors
will have the opportunity to give oral
and written testimony based on ex-
isting transcripts,” stated Borough
Attorney Mark Peck. He reminded
the council that its “decision must be
based on information only on record
before the board.”

No new evidence or testimony will

be allowed to be presented at the
meeting.  After hearing the positions
of both Verizon and the objectors,
the council will have three choices:
“to confirm the appeal, to deny the
appeal, or to remand the issue back
to the planning board for additional
testimony,” explained Mr. Peck.

The deadline for the objectors to
submit their information is next
Thursday, October 16, while Verizon
and the planning board both have
until Friday, October 24, to submit
their information.

Mr. Peck will provide a “proce-
dural letter” to all parties involved,
informing them of ground rules for
the meeting, such as a one-hour limit
for each group to speak.

 Mayor Louis Jung will lead the
meeting, with the assistance of Mr.
Peck and Planning Board Attorney
Robert Mega.

In other council business, it was
announced that a meeting will be
held at Borough Hall on Tuesday,
October 28, at 7:30 p.m. to discuss
the proposed Fanwood Park Historic

District.
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell

stated that all residents living in the
affected area have received letters
informing them of the meeting. The
issue will then go before the state in
December for consideration.

The Field of Dreams project, in-
volving  renovation of the field lo-
cated behind Park Middle School,
was discussed at length.

Three entities — Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education — each
received a $100,000 grant from the
county, which was then matched by
the county, resulting in a budget of
$600,000 for the renovation.

One element of concern was
“stream stabilization” which is nec-
essary at the field. The cost of this
portion of the project will be higher
than anticipated, and each entity will
be required to contribute.

A discussion was held regarding
the Board of Education having diffi-
culty meeting this financial need,
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and children who suffer from these and
similar afflictions – safe from harm,”
noted Freeholder Chester Holmes.

The cost of each receiver is ap-
proximately $1,300, while wrist-
band transmitters tally approxi-
mately $285 per transmitter. Batter-
ies and maintenance total around
$15 per month.

Sheriff Froehlich commented that
with the ongoing development of the
program, the county would make a
request to various groups and civic
organizations to assist families that
might otherwise not be able to afford
the transmitters.

“This program will save lives,”
stated Sheriff Froehlich. “‘Project
Lifesaver’ can reduce the amount of
time it takes to locate an individual
from hours to minutes. When a loved
one is lost, especially one who is
suffering like this, time is critical.”

Interested families may call the
Sheriff’s Office at (908) 527-4450.

In additional business, Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi announced that,
regardless of the change in ballots in
the 22nd District, Union County resi-
dents’ right to vote would be preserved
in full. The announcement was made
with specific regard to both absentee
ballots as well as military personnel
who may be stationed overseas.

Ms. Rajoppi explained that all

Joshua Kay of SP Selected
To Join Forum on Law

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joshua Kay
of Scotch Plains has been chosen to
participate in the National Youth
Leadership Forum on Law (NYLF/
LAW) from October 14 to 19 in
Washington, D.C.

He was chosen because he dem-
onstrated exceptional academic
achievement and an interest in law
and justice.

NYLF Executive Director Donna
Snyder believes that, by participat-
ing in the forum, Joshua will gain a
more thorough understanding of how
laws work, what goes into legal pros-
ecution or defense, and the array of

opportunities within the law pro-
fession.

Joshua will interact with part-
ners at law firms, criminal defense
attorneys and prosecutors, as well
as professors and other experts of
the legal profession.

The curriculum, which is
based on actual events, will al-
low Joshua to learn from the
examples set by attorneys of law
and court officials from munici-
pal court to the U.S. Supreme
Court. He will also examine how
court cases often change the le-
gal system.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Adjustment Bd. Schedules
Date to Visit Bowcraft Park

the new structure, which will contain
an area above the garage for storage,
saying it “is really going to domi-
nate” the property.

Other board members, however,
did not express similar worries and
the board approved the application
by a 5-1 vote.

The board also approved an appli-
cation by Gilberto and Wilda Zayas
to build a fence on their property at
the corner of Mountain Avenue and
Jerusalem Road.

Mr. Zayas began construction of
the fence in the summer before be-
ing informed that he required ap-
proval.

The board also heard an applica-
tion by Nextmedia Outdoor to re-
place a billboard located in a lot at
the corner of eastbound Route 22 and
Union Avenue. Residents living in
the neighborhood expressed concerns

about the size of the new billboard,
which will be larger than the existing
one, as well as the level of lighting
and potential safety issues regarding
children possibly climbing up on the
billboard structure.

Nextmedia representatives main-
tained that the new billboard will be
larger in terms of square footage but
would not stand as high. They also
said the new structure would be
angled more towards Route 22 and
away from nearby homes, thus less-
ening any impact from the lighting,
which they said would be turned off
late each evening. Features that made
climbing an attached ladder impos-
sible except by company workers
would limit access to the billboard
structure.

The board delayed a final vote on
the application until its next regular
meeting on Thursday, November 6.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
PASSPORT APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED…The Scotch Plains Post Office will
be accepting passport applications on Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and on Thursday’s from 1 to 5 p.m. Pictured above
postal employee Shelley assists patrons with the purchase of stamps.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Turf Field

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Times
“GOLLIE! I CAN’T BELIEVE MY EYES”…It is almost time to get serious and
pick out my favorite pumpkin. Parker Greenhouses Garden Center on Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains has prepared a festive Halloween display and invites
children and adults to come in and join the fun.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scutari, Marks Will Face Off
On Senate Ballot Next Month
Lautenberg in last year’s U.S. Sen-
ate race, said that while it was
tempting to describe himself as this
year’s victim of what he termed
“Democrat skullduggery,” the “real
victims in all this are the rule of law,
the reputation of our state and, most
importantly, the voters of New Jer-
sey and now the 22nd Legislative
District for a second time in two
years.”

While wishing Senator Suliga the
best in his rehabilitation effort,
Mayor Marks said he felt Senator
Suliga had withdrawn from the race
not for health reasons, but because
“his internal polls showed that he
was about to lose what was once
considered a safe Democrat seat.”

He called Freeholder Scutari “Joe
Suliga’s handpicked successor” and
criticized Linden Democrat Mayor
John Gregorio for remarks to the
effect that the 22nd District Senate
seat belonged to someone from Lin-
den.

“Mayor Gregorio, I have got news
for you,” Mayor Marks said last
week. “This senate seat does not
belong to you or anyone else in
Linden.”

Now, with less than a month to go
before November’s election, the race
for the State Senate is anyone’s to
win, and both Freeholder Scutari
and Mayor Marks are actively seek-
ing support.

Mayor Marks sees his candidacy
as “…a legitimate attempt to change
our way of thinking down in Tren-
ton even if it means ruffling a few
feathers along the way,” and prom-
ises that if the voters of the 22nd
District send him to the State Sen-
ate, “those who stand in the way of
true property tax reform and signifi-
cant ethics guideline changes will
not know what hit them.”

He places reforming property
taxes, creating fairness in state
school aid allocations, and reform-
ing elected office at the top of his
priorities. To effectively deal with
property taxes, “municipalities
should be given flexibility in rais-
ing revenue for municipal services
and public education,” Mayor Marks
contended.

On the subject of state aid to
public schools, Mayor Marks be-
lieves that, “suburban schools are
getting short-changed…30 special
needs districts receive one-half of
the billions of dollars of state aid
allocated every year,” and that,
“greater oversight is needed to see
that state aid is actually reaching
the classroom,” while “formulas
need to be recalculated to ensure
that suburban school districts are
receiving their fair share…”

In addition, Mayor Marks would
bar elected officials from holding
dual offices because, “too many
elected members of the Senate and
the General Assembly hold munici-
pal or county elected positions,”
which, in Marks’ view, can be a
conflict of interest.

Freeholder Scutari, who served
on the Linden Board of Education,
is a seven-year veteran of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, a municipal prosecutor and a
certified civil trial attorney, believes
that his collective experiences will
help him to best serve the public.
Mr. Scutari’s top priority is effec-
tively dealing with property taxes.
He would support a constitutional
convention to discuss and analyze
the tax structure in New Jersey, if it
is done honestly.

“Economic development and
continued growth of our business
community is an integral part of
the equation,” Freeholder Scutari
stated. Another important issue for
Mr. Scutari is confronting the grow-
ing problem of congestion on New

Jersey roadways: “planned growth
and municipal involvement is ex-
tremely important. Anyone who has
lost countless hours sitting in traf-
fic knows it,” said Freeholder
Scutari. He cautioned that, “the
problem will only get worse as our
population grows and our infra-
structure ages.”

Asked about his feelings regard-
ing running for the State Senate, Mr.
Scutari stated, “I am looking for-
ward to the challenge and I think it
will give me an opportunity to ad-
dress more broad-based issues of
our community.”

On the subject of Senator Suliga
and the replacement of the Senator
on the ballot, Mayor Marks ex-
pressed frustration: “If the judicial
system allows this deliberate end
around what is a clearly defined
state law prohibiting a switch of
candidates after the 48-day pre-
election deadline, it will be the
second year in a row that the Demo-
crat machine has been allowed to
do so.”

Mayor Marks believes that, “these
types of shenanigans will anger the
voters of this district…which can
only benefit my prospects of suc-
cess,” and has announced he will
appeal the court’s ruling.

Freeholder Scutari, however, be-
lieves that the court decided the
case based on precedent and that in
the end, the court rightly decided
that, “voters deserve a choice in the
election.”

Promising a vigorous campaign
on the issues, Freeholder Scutari
said he is “really encouraged by the
support” he has received from my
“friends, family and the residents of
the 22nd District.”

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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County Freeholders Announce
“Project Lifesaver” Initiative

registered voters who submit absen-
tee ballot applications, and who are
out of state (due to business or mili-
tary service, among other things), will
receive absentee ballots via overnight
mail. Voters who mail their ballots
within a week of Tuesday, November
4, will also receive postage-paid over-
night envelopes to return their ballots.

“No one will be denied the right to
vote,” said Ms. Rajoppi. “We will
protect the voting rights of military
personnel who are protecting our
freedoms abroad. College students,
business travelers and others who
need absentee ballots will also re-
ceive them in time to vote.”

Last week, Union County Supe-
rior Court Judge Edward Beglin, Jr.
ruled that the Democratic Party could
replace State Senator Joseph Suliga
with Freeholder Nicholas Scutari.
Similar to last year’s Torricelli-
Lautenberg ballot switch, this year’s
change came after the cut-off date
for replacing candidates. Conse-
quently, the ballots, which were al-
ready printed, had to be discarded.

According to Ms. Rajoppi, her office
has begun printing updated ballots.

The Freeholder board also intro-
duced a resolution last week whereby
the county will allow T-Mobile to
construct a monopole cell tower lo-
cated in Scotch Plains.

www.goleader.com!

sort with Westfield” regarding these
issues, said he thought it would be a
good idea for him to speak with
Mayor McDermott.

The mayor also asked Township
Manager Thomas Atkins to discuss
the matter with James Gildea, his
Westfield counterpart.

In other matters during their brief
session, the council was informed
that it would receive a $5,265 federal
grant to be used to purchase bullet-
proof vests for the police depart-
ment.

At its regular meeting next week,
the council will pass a resolution
formally appropriating the money,
which will be matched by local funds,
and incorporating it into this year’s
budget.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge re-
ported that the staff of TV-34 is
interested in purchasing some new
equipment that will enhance the lo-
cal access station’s broadcasts. Spe-
cifically, the staff is interested in
buying new monitors and audio and
software equipment to use in con-
junction with its editing system as
well as a new bulleting board sys-
tem and, if feasible, a third televi-
sion camera.

“If we could consider purchasing
some newer type equipment,” said
Councilwoman Sorge, “I think it
would be appropriate.”

She estimated the cost of the new
equipment, excluding the camera, at
a few thousand dollars. There is
money available for the purchases
from a cable television franchising
agreement signed several years ago.

SPECIALLY HONORED…Fanwood resident Timothy Voelker received a
four-year Special Recognition Scholarship to Drew University during the 15th
anniversary celebration of the Joseph P. Miele Foundation, which provides
financial aid to New Jersey students on the basis of financial need and academic
excellence. Pictured, left to right, are: former New Jersey Governor James
Florio, former New Jersey First Lady Lucinda Florio, Timothy, and Miele
Foundation Founder & President Joseph P. Miele.

and it was suggested that Fanwood
loan the money to the school board.
The matter will be discussed further
at a meeting this week.

Councilman Michael Brennan sup-
ported the idea of the municipality
assisting the board. “This reaffirms
our commitment to the shared ser-
vices program,” he said.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
enthused that “a dramatic transfor-
mation is anticipated when the project
is completed.”

Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden updated the governing
body on many Public Works
projects, including ongoing con-
struction on Westfield Road, which
has encountered many delays and
problems.

Mayor Jung stated he has re-
ceived 12 complaints from resi-
dents about the situation. Mr.
Marsden explained that the bor-
ough has had problems with the
contractor performing the job, and
feels “it is embarrassing to the bor-
ough and to me.”

The project is being done in con-
junction with Scotch Plains. Mr. Peck
will advise the council on how to
proceed in the matter.

A Farley Avenue resident sent a
letter to the mayor and council com-
plaining about the lack of sidewalks
on Midway and North Avenues. Mr.
Marsden stated that this situation, as
well as a similar one on Terrill Road,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Public Hearing to Be Held
For Proposed Verizon Tower

“should be looked at as a whole.” He
said it should be determined if the
county would be willing to provide
sidewalks.

“We should take the initiative, find
out about grant money, and go for it,”
he emphasized.

Council President Joel Whitaker
agreed, adding that pedestrians be-
ing forced to walk on busy streets
without sidewalks is “extremely haz-
ardous.”

Mr. Marsden explained that this
issue has been raised before, and
there are mixed opinions among resi-
dents about this subject. Many resi-
dents want sidewalks, but some prop-
erty owners on those streets do not
wish sidewalks to be built.

Mr. Peck and Mr. Marsden will
look into the matter in detail and will
report back to the governing body
next month.

The borough has also received
complaints from residents about the
tennis courts at LaGrande Park being
in “extremely bad shape,” said Mayor
Jung. The courts are used by both the
boys and girls tennis teams of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, as well
as the public.

“It has been over 10 years since the
courts have been resurfaced,” said
Mayor Jung, adding that, “we’ve
applied for a grant for the whole
project.” It is estimated that the re-
surfacing of the five courts will re-
quire a $77,000 grant.
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FANWOOD DEMS GO ONLINE…The Fanwood democrats recently an-
nounced the release of their website. Residents can view it by logging on to
www.fanwooddems.com. Volunteers are welcome. Pictured from left are:
Assemblywoman Linda Stender, council candidate Donna Dolce, Colleen Mahr,
Fanwood Mayoral candidate and Council candidate Jack Molenaar.

Candidate Campaign Release – District 21

Fun Run, Walk Planned
To Support Ellen Steinberg

CHATHAM – Medal winning mara-
thon runner and Chatham resident Celeste
Fondaco has organized a Fun Run/Walk
on Saturday, October 11, to show sup-
port for Ellen Steinberg, who is running
for State Assembly in the 21st District.

The fun begins at 8:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, October 11, at Loantaka Park on
Loantaka Way in Chatham. There will be
free t-shirts and refreshments for all
participants.

“We’re running for Ellen because she
is running for us,” said Ms. Fondaco. “I

think this is a great way to show Ellen
that we are with her.”

The running courses are three, five or
eight miles, and varied walking distances
will also be planned. To reserve a t-shirt,
please call (973) 645-0845.

Ellen Steinberg is an experienced busi-
nesswoman and attorney who began her
career in marketing and advertising. After
working as a corporate executive she
began her own company. While running
her business full-time, she completed
law school at night at Seton Hall Law
School. She served as Deputy County
Counsel and now has her own private law
practice in Union. She is active in many
cultural, social and political groups
throughout the district. A University of
Michigan graduate, Ellen grew up in
Hillside and now resides in Chatham
Township. Her campaign website is
www.steinbergforassembly.com.

The 21st Legislative District includes
Berkeley Heights, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence, Roselle
Park, Springfield, Summit, Westfield
(Union County); Millburn/Short Hills
(Essex County); Chatham Township,
Harding, Long Hill, Madison (Morris
County); Warren and Watchung
(Somerset County).

In the June 3 Democratic Primary,
Ms. Steinberg was the top vote getter in
all four counties. Nearly 70 percent of
the voters pulled the lever for Ms.
Steinberg. On Tuesday, November 4,
voters will be able to select one State
Senate candidate and two candidates for
State Assembly to represent the district.

For more information on the Chatham
Fun Run, call (973) 635-0845. To learn
more about Ellen Steinberg, call (908)
687-8500.

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Owens Says Slow Down,
Drivers Move Too Fast

WESTFIELD – In my conversations
with area residents, here in Ward Two
and elsewhere in Westfield, the most
bothersome irritant to local life, by my
informal gauge of citizen opinion, is
traffic. More than an unrelenting rise in
local taxes, traffic problems
have come to preoccupy
residents. We are bothered
by volume, speed, poor
driver behavior, pedestrian
hazards, and what many per-
ceive as inadequate enforce-
ment.

What can we do to allevi-
ate the problem? Given
Westfield’s location, nestled
tightly among other New
York metro area suburbs in
what once was referred to
as “megalopolis,” there is
not much we can do about volume,
unless all of us abandon our own cars.
But we can do something about speed
and behavior.

The first thing we can do is take
responsibility for our own driving be-
havior. Slow down. Obey every speed
limit. Put down the cell phone. Come to
a complete stop where called for. Don’t
enter an intersection after the light has
turned yellow. Signal every turn. Drive
on every street the way you would like
to see other drivers do on the one pass-
ing in front of your own home. Little
things, simple things – things that can
make a difference.

Nevertheless, not everyone will com-
ply with this ideal. That’s why many of
us in Ward Two have gotten together
over the past several years to work out
ways we could better manage the traffic
through our neighborhood. Needless to
say, we were not in complete agreement
on every possible solution. Some of us
favored more stop signs, especially a

couple of well-placed 4-way signs, while
others preferred yield signs. As a group,
we settled on a system of traffic calm-
ing measures for three streets that, if
properly installed under strict supervi-
sion, should be effective. Those im-

provements are to be in-
stalled soon.

Most of us would like to
see more intense police en-
forcement on our streets. But
the simple fact is that the
police department cannot be
everywhere all the time.
They do the very best they
can and enforcement has
gotten stricter, evidence of
which is now being pub-
lished periodically. A new
program of citizen volun-
teer radar enforcement now

in the works will help the police better
track speeders and areas that need more
enforcement. Moreover, BRAKES, a
group of parents represented on every
PTA, works closely with the Westfield
Police to improve traffic safety condi-
tions for children. Nevertheless, I would
increase fines for moving violations to
the limit allowed by state law and ticket
drivers at least as strictly as we now cite
parking violators in Westfield.

In the meantime, each of us owes it to
our neighbors and fellow townspeople
– most especially the children of
Westfield, who deserve safe streets on
which to ride their bikes and walk to
school – to slow down and drive more
safely. It is up to every one of us to make
that happen.

Voters can reach David with their
interests and concerns at (908) 233-
5707, by e-mail at dowensw2@aol.com,
or best of all, in person during his
frequent walks and bike rides through
the ward.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

PRIMARY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE • GRADES K-5

You’re invited to experience
a Primary School where girls test 

their abilities and take joy in learning.

Open House Program
1:00-1:15 | Refreshments & Registration
1:15-2:00 | Information Session
2:00-3:00 | Tours

Sunday, December 7, 2003, 1-3 p.m.
Open House Program
9:00-9:15 | Refreshments & Registration
9:15-10:00 | Information Session
10:00-11:00 | Tours

Tuesday, October 21, 2003, 9-11 a.m.

David Owens

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Kean, Bramnick Endorse
Ciarrocca for WF Council

WESTFIELD – Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of
the 21st Legislative District have en-
dorsed Mark Ciarrocca for Republican
Third Ward Westfield Town Council.
The legislators, both Westfield resi-
dents, said Mr. Ciarrocca has the expe-
rience, integrity and concern for the
community to be an excellent leader
and public servant.

“Mark is a life-long Westfield resi-
dent who was raised here and came
back after law school to raise his own
family. He wants what is best for Third
Ward residents, and I know he has the
character and intellect to be an out-
standing council member and commu-
nity leader,” said Senator Kean. “Mark
will work to ensure that Westfield re-
mains a great, vibrant town so that his
children will choose to raise their own
families here as well.”

“I’ve known Mark a long time and,
aside from his family, community ser-
vice has always been his top priority,”
said Assemblyman Bramnick. “He has

a long history of volunteering in vari-
ous civic organizations, coaching in
baseball, football and wrestling leagues,
and serving in leadership roles with the
Westfield Y, the United Fund, and the
Y’s Men Club, just to name a few. I
want someone on council who not only
cares about the community, but also
knows how to get things done. Mark has
a proven track record of success, and he
would be a terrific representative of
Westfield’s Third Ward.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said he was honored to
receive the support of Westfield’s state
delegation and thanked them for setting
a great example of leadership in Tren-
ton.

“I’m proud of the way Tom and Jon
have conducted themselves in Trenton.
They’ve fought hard to represent us in
the State House, but always with class
and integrity, and with the best interests
of the taxpayer in mind. I appreciate
their support and look forward to work-
ing with them in the future for a better
Westfield,” said Mr. Ciarrocca.

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Controlled Growth Policy Needed
To Prevent Overdevelopment in WF

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s reputa-
tion as the premiere town in Union
County continues to spread throughout
New Jersey and the surrounding area.
From our vibrant downtown to our ex-
cellent schools, Westfield
is an attractive place to
live...and unfortunately for
speculators to develop. Un-
derneath the beauty and
charm of Westfield is a frag-
ile foundation that must be
protected.

Republican Fourth Ward
Candidate James Foerst has
a plan to prevent the over-
development of our quaint
colonial town. “The Town Council must
work harder to preserve and protect the
character of existing neighborhoods,”
said Mr. Foerst. “As Town Councilman,
I will implement a policy of ‘controlled
growth.’”

Mr. Foerst believes that we must
change the zoning law to decrease the
size of new construction so that it is in
proportion to existing homes. “By
changing the zoning ordinance, the abil-
ity of speculators to overbuild will be
severely curtailed while still accommo-
dating a family’s ability to grow in the
home where they presently live.”

Mr. Foerst, a former reporter for The
Westfield Leader exclusively covered
the Planning Board for more than two
years. “My knowledge of the planning

board combined with my experience as
an attorney involved in residential real
estate matters provides me with a unique
perspective on this critical situation,”
noted Mr. Foerst. “I understand the

laws and the ways which
they may be changed to stop
the overdevelopment of
Westfield and to protect our
neighborhoods from losing
their unique character.”

“The unrestrained growth
of the past few years has
resulted in a waive of new
construction that strains our
already overburdened infra-
structure, increases the size

of children’s classes and clogs and con-
gests our neighborhoods and streets.”

On Tuesday, November 4, cast your
vote to preserve and maintain the char-
acter of Westfield by voting for James
Foerst as your 4th Ward Town Council-
man.

If you would like more information
about Mr. Foerst, please log onto
www.jamesmfoerst.net.

James Foerst

 

Alan Greenspan doesn’t make 
house calls, but I do. 

 
The Federal Reserve Chairman manages our nation’s economy by analyzing and responding to its needs. 
Much like our country, your household has its own operating “economy”.  And, like Mr. Greenspan, you 
probably don’t like budget shortages.  The first step towards controlling your household economy, and 
stabilizing your financial condition, is the creation of a workable budget.  To see how easy it is to build  
and use a personalized budget, call or e-mail me to arrange for a FREE initial consultation in your home. 
         
Mitchell Sandak 
 

 
            
 

Sandak Budgetary Systems 
Personal Budgetary & Financial Planning for the 21st Century 
908.317.9845                                                                                      mksandak_sBs@msn.com 
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

Susan Petrick, MEd, LDTC, CET

Board Certified Educational Therapist
Dyslexia Specialist

Specialist in the Disorder of Written Expression
Creator of “Picture to Write®” - a uniquely effective writing technique

Announces

the opening of offices in Westfield, NJ

908-654-9380

Experienced, expert, 1 on 1 instruction in reading, spelling, math & writing

*Wilson
*Lindamood Bell

*Orton Gillingham certified

Focusing on ages 5-11

215-295-1010 in Pennsylvania     MasterCard & Visa accepted

Campaign Release - LD-22
Maryland Lt. Gov.
To Visit New Jersey

PLAINFIELD — Newly elected
Maryland Lt. Gov. Michael Steele will
appear at a fundraiser luncheon here on
Monday, October 13. The event will
benefit minority Republican candidates
for elected office in New Jersey.

Lt. Gov. Steele is the nation’s high-
est-ranking black Republican elected
official. He was the chief architect of
coalition-building efforts that, last No-
vember, helped Robert L. Ehrlich Jr.
become Maryland’s first Republican
governor in 36 years.

During his remarks, Lt. Gov. Steele
will speak about the importance of mi-
nority participation in the Republican
Party. Also scheduled to appear are Sena-
tor Joseph Kyrillos, chairman of the
New Jersey Republican State Commit-
tee; and Leonard Coleman, former com-
missioner of the state’s Department of
Community Affairs under Gov. Tho-
mas Kean.

The event is being organized by
George Gore, candidate for Assembly
in the 22nd Legislative District, in con-
cert with the New Jersey Republican
State Committee. It will take place in
the city’s historic Sleepy Hollow dis-
trict.

For more information, call (908) 822-
0003.

FW Republican Club
To Hold Fundraiser

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Republi-
can Campaign Committee held a suc-
cessful fundraiser at Giovanna’s on Sep-
tember 20 in honor of Fanwood candi-
dates Mayor Louis Jung, Council Presi-
dent Joel Whitaker and Councilman
David Trumpp.

Also in attendance were former Act-
ing Governor Donald DiFrancesco;
Union County Republican Freeholder
candidate Stu Kline; 22nd District State
Senate Candidate, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks; Union County Republi-
can Chairman Rob Frigerio and Fanwood
Republican Club President Tom Drubulis.

The feature speaker for the event was
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, who spoke
on some of the issues in Trenton.

A cocktail party will be held at the
home of Fanwood Republican Chairman
Ted Trumpp on Saturday, October 25,
from 5 to 7 p.m. Anyone interested in
attending, please call Mr. Trumpp at
(908) 889-6774.

The Fanwood Republican Club will
hold their meeting on Monday, October
6, at 7:30 p.m. at the Train Station Com-
munity House. Mayor Jung and Coun-
cilmen Trumpp and Whitaker will be in
attendance. Refreshments will be served.
All are welcome to attend.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Do you pay more in late fees at the 
video store than it costs to rent a 
movie? Deliver-It Video ™ delivers 
DVD video rentals to your home 
the same day. We even provide 
optional pick-up service to help 
you avoid late fees!  And our 
prices are even less than what you 
currently pay. Find out how easy 
renting DVD videos can be by 
going to our website or calling 
Customer Service at 732-381-
3302. You’ll never go to your old 
video store again! 
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Member, 2003 

Serving Clark   Cranford   Fanwood

Garwood   Mountainside

Scotch Plains   Westfield
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• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.westfield.emsnetnj.net

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!

Candidate Campaign Release - Fanwood

FW Residents Praise Whitaker
For Sidewalk Repair Program

Candidate Campaign Release – District 21

Candidates Advocate Choice
For Clean Money Campaigns

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Experienced Echausse
Enjoying Campaign Season

DISTRICT 21 – The current election
campaign fundraising system allowed
by law is a problem not being fully
addressed by the state legislature. A
solution is for choice in how candidates
may run their campaigns either with
Clean Money or PAC and corporate spon-
sors.

Green Party Assembly candidate Ryan
Reyes said, “Cut the ties that bind elected
officials to corporations by instituting
Clean Money campaigns.”

Clean Money for candidates elimi-
nates corporate cash and political action
committee (PAC) money but does not
violate freedom of speech as decided by
the courts for other piecemeal solutions.

Why should residents of New Jersey
be concerned by campaign finance re-
forms? “Anytime you give money it
changes the relationship between candi-
dates and PACs or corporations,” an-

swered Teresa Migliore-DiMatteo,
Green Party candidate for Senate.

Legislators are often referred to as
leaders but what of their being public
servants first and foremost.

“The problem with current cam-
paign financing is the spin those re-
ceiving PAC and corporate donations
must impress upon the voter. An illu-
sion for people is developed with a
reality for corporate interests in ac-
tion known as legislation,” stated
George DeCarlo, Green Party candi-
date for Assembly.

Improving the community life of New
Jersey is a challenge hampered by the
effects of current financing. And, Clean
Money is not a secret to the New Jersey
legislators, and a Green Party presence
in both houses of that body will continue
to legislate and inform the voter of a new
direction.

Seeking his second full term as
Westfield’s First Ward Republican
Councilman this fall, Peter Echausse
still enjoys the opportunity to discuss
town issues with his constituents on
the campaign trail.

Although his public service phi-
losophy hasn’t changed over the past
three years, his level of
experience has, as he is
the only council member
to serve on five different
committees, as well as
one board.

“I like to stay engaged
on all of the issues af-
fecting the community,
and the best way for me
to do that is to be in-
volved at the committee
level,” said Councilman
Echausse. “I may not
have all the answers, but
it gives me a broad back-
ground on all of the is-
sues that I can share with
voters.”

Councilman Echausse’s work on so
many committees recently led Mayor
McDermott to appoint him to the Li-
brary Board, where he is currently
leading efforts to improve communi-
cations between the Library and Town
Council.

“I respect Pete’s ability to be so
efficient with his time. Anyone on
council will tell you that public ser-
vice is a difficult balance between
your family, your profession and your
government responsibilities. He has
an ability to move things forward
quickly and get things done,” said
Mayor McDermott.

As a member of the Law and Rules
Committee, Councilman Echausse re-
cently examined fees, which hadn’t
been changed in decades that could be
raised to help lower property taxes.
He is also working with his colleagues

to change the town construction code
to limit the heights and square foot-
age of homes to ensure that new con-
structions or additions are in keeping
with the style of the neighborhood.

On the Finance Committee, Mr.
Echausse oversees the Town’s oper-
ating budget and capital plan, and on

the Public Safety Com-
mittee, he has spear-
headed plans to get citi-
zens involved in a speed
limit enforcement pro-
gram to be rolled out later
this month.

In addit ion to the
Building and Town Prop-
erty Committee, Council-
man Echausse also sits
on the Transportation,
Parking and Traffic Com-
mittee, which focuses on
parking and traffic issues
around Town. Key
projects for 2003 include
working with the Board

of Education to find a reasonable park-
ing plan for high school seniors and
juniors in residential neighborhoods
around the high school, and hiring
safety expert, Wilbur Smith, to do a
traffic safety study around Franklin
Elementary school and analyze acci-
dent data for safety improvements
along Dudley Ave and the Tuttle Park-
way bridge on North Avenue.

“Every month, the council makes
important  decisions regarding
Westfield’s future,” said Councilman
Echausse. “I’m going to continue to
do my best to keep my constituents
informed of our progress, and I en-
courage every citizen to take on a
more active role in local government
by contacting your council person and
by attending our council meetings.
The more participation from the pub-
lic, the more effective we can be as a
local government.”

stated Mayor Lou Jung. “The side-
walks get repaired more quickly, and
individual homeowners don’t have to
bear the brunt of the cost.”

According to Mayor Jung, the next
major section of Fanwood sidewalk
scheduled for replacement this fall runs
along Trenton Avenue, leading toward
McGinn Elementary School.

“Some towns do all the repairs them-
selves; some do nothing and expect the
homeowners to pick up the tab for
sidewalk repair,” said Councilman
Trumpp. “In Fanwood, we feel we’ve
found a good middle ground. It’s grati-
fying to get the positive feedback we
hear from residents.”

FANWOOD GOP...Fanwood Borough Council Republican candidates recently
posed for a photo during one of their walks campaigning in the borough.
Pictured, left to right, are: Council President Joel Whitaker, Mayor Louis Jung
and Councilman Dave Trumpp.

Peter Echausse

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Candidate Working to
Resolve WHS Parking Issues
WESTFIELD – Susan Jacobson,

candidate for re-election in the Fourth
Ward believes the recent Candidate’s
Debate was informative.

“A forum like this is a
great opportunity for the
voting public to see the
different candidates and
hear their positions on
various issues,” Council-
woman Jacobson said.

One topic not discused
was the Westfield High
School parking issue.
Councilwoman Jacobson
recently received this email
asking for help: “I’m writ-
ing to see whether the time
line has been set to sort out
the parking on Codding Road. This morn-
ing a gang of boys told me to shut up
because I am a stupid b---h. This was as
I was trying to drive down the road with

my young son in the car. One of the boys
had triple parked his truck in the middle
of the road blocking my access. They
were all stood around the car talking. Is

there anything more imme-
diate that can be done.”

C o u n c i l w o m a n
Jacobson copied the email
to Parking Director Cap-
tain John Morgan asking
for his help. She asked
Dr. Robert Petix to read it
to the students so they un-
derstand why the High
School Parking Commit-
tee is recommending fee-
based permit system that
allows seniors, living a
specific distance from the

school, access to parking.
A member of the Parking Commit-

tee, Councilwoman Jacobson has con-
vinced council to understand this is a
neighborhood issue.

“Putting restricted parking on
streets only if requested by residents
just moves the problem to another
street,” she said.

She hopes residents who surround
the school area will understand the
committee’s recommendations for
new parking restrictions treat all
streets equally.

“I know the students in our schools
are great kids. How sad that a just a
few disrespectful students cause these
problems,” Councilwoman Jacobson
concluded.

Susan Jacobson

Once you’ve slept on a handmade Shifman, you’ll never want to sleep on anything else. 
For comfort and quality, it’s the finest handmade mattress in the world.
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Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions
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110 year-old hand-tufting and eight-way hand-tied manufacturing techniques.
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Red Cross to Conduct
Babysitter Training

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the American
Red Cross, headquartered at 321 Elm
Street in Westfield, will host a
“Babysitter’s Training” course for
youngsters ages 11 to 15.

Classes will take place on Saturdays,
October 18 and November 1, from 9 a.m.
to 4:15 p.m. each day. In addition, a two-
day training session will be held on Thurs-
day and Friday, November 6 and 7, from
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. both days.

Space is limited and pre-registration
is required.  There is a fee for the course
and each participant will receive a small
first aid kit and handbook.  Interested
individuals may call the chapter at (908)
232-7090 or e-mail
johnsonl@crossnet.org.

FANWOOD – During a recent cam-
paign stop at a home on Cray Terrace,
Fanwood Council President Joel
Whitaker was greeted with the words,
“You’re the one who fixed my side-
walks.” It seems Fanwoodians have
good memories.

Six years ago, while campaigning
for his first term, Council President
Whitaker noticed the hazardous con-
dition of sidewalks damaged by Bor-
ough trees, and talked with residents
who had suffered broken bones when
they stumbled while walking on those
sidewalks.

During his first year in office, he
persuaded the council to set aside
money to repair and replace, as neces-
sary, all sidewalks in Fanwood that
had been damaged or destroyed by
Borough tree roots. In 2000, a survey
was done by Borough Engineer Rick
Marsden and an Eagle Scout who
ranked the sidewalks in order of seri-
ousness of need of repair.

“To predict and control costs, only
sidewalks that had been damaged by
Borough tree roots, and only those
which had been evaluated by the Bor-
ough engineer, qualify for the pro-
gram,” stated Council President
Whitaker.

The initiative is now in its fourth
year and continues to be part of the
capital budget. The sidewalk program
has been responsible for the repair or
replacement of 1,600 square yards –
nearly a mile – of sidewalk since its
inception.

“It’s been a very popular program,”

Times Set For Airing of
WF Candidate Forum
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Candi-

date Forum will air, Monday and
Wednesdays immediately preceding the
Town Council Meeting at 8 a.m., 1:30
p.m. and 7 p.m.

It will run at these times through
Election Day.

The forum, which features all of the
candidates for Westfield Town Council,
was held on October 2.

VIEWING THE WATCHUNG MOUNTAINS

VIE
WING THE WATCHUNG MTS.
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FOR
WEDDING DREAMS

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue   Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7726
Visit our website at: www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Omelet Station • French Toast • Belgian Waffles
Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns • Bacon, Sausage, Ham

Danish, Muffins, Bagels • Fresh Fruit & Desserts
Assorted Cheesecakes • Greek Desserts & More!!

Carving Station:
Prime Rib
Roast Beef

Roasted Turkey
Virginia Ham

Smoked Salmon

Bountiful Salad Bar:
Greek Salad
Caesar Salad

Mixed Greens
Assorted Extras

too much to mention!

Buffet:
Sausage & Peppers

Loin of Pork
Pastichio
Moussaka

Penne Vodka

$995
per child

$1995
per adult

to reserve your seat today!

(8 years old & under) (plus tax / gratuity)

Complementary

Every Sunday  9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Champagne Mimosas
(served Noon till 3:00pm)
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WF Senior Thanks
Red Cross for Help

The Westfield/Mountainside Chapter
of the Red Cross has many facets of their
services.

I would like to thank them for the
invaluable help they provide the seniors.
They offer very efficiently run bus trans-
portation so we can get into town to take
care of our own needs. Unless you are a
senior who does not drive, you cannot
appreciate what this transportation means
to us.

Another bonus is the handyman pro-
gram. It is so comforting to let someone
you can trust come into your home to fix
a small repair job. Help is also available
for yard work.

We are very fortunate to have this
Westfield/Mountainside chapter in our
town. If it were not for their great help,
many seniors, myself included, would
be forces to sell their homes due to the
frustrations. When we sell our homes,
they are invariably sold to families with
school age children. We all know what
this does to school costs and taxes. There-
fore, not only seniors, but all Westfield
residents should give their full support
and thanks to the Red Cross for a job well
done.

Edythe Jones
Westfield

Referendum Should
Be Put Forth to Public

On Parking Decks
What a great bait and switch the mayor

and council people did to the Westfield
residence. First we needed and parking
deck for commuters, which turned into
three decks and now they are forcing
down our throats an apartment building
at South and Central. Last night’s coun-
cil meeting focused on the bells and
whistles of these buildings.

Most residence don’t want the decks or
any new commercial buildings. No decks,
no apartment buildings and no retail store
decks!!!! The tallest buildings I want in
my town are single family homes.

Let’s focus on a referendum people.
The mayor and council people don’t
want that because they know they would
be defeated. Let the referendum read;
Should the town of Westfield have any
decks or apartment building built in the
town? Yes or No?

These officials just want a monument
built with their names on it at the ex-
pense of the people.

John Mancini
Westfield

Voters Have the Right
To Choose Their
Elected Officials

Last week’s Leader editorial questioned
the propriety of Democratic efforts to
replace Senator Suliga as their party’s
candidate in the upcoming election.

It is difficult to understand why any-
one other than the most rabidly right-
wing Republicans could possibly object
to upholding the voters’ right to choose
their elected officials. It seems to me
that fostering democracy, rather than a
one-party system, is the principal reason
why American forces remain in Iraq
today.

Surely, Americans are entitled to the
very same liberties that our troops fight
to bestow upon the Iraqi population while
risking and sometimes losing their lives.

It is also instructive to note that judi-
cial intervention in the electoral process
has largely been a Republican phenom-
enon, the most notorious example being
the judicial appointment of the Presi-
dent in the 2000 Florida presidential
election fiasco. Having unleashed the
tide of electoral challenges, the Repub-
licans really can’t have it both ways. If
the rule of law is to prevail, it must apply
to all Americans, not just their party’s
candidates.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

Scotch Plains Resident Expresses
Concerns Over Proposed Turf Field

Imagine the arrogance of Westfield.
Rather than possibly “affecting the es-
thetics” of Tamaques Park, they want to
export their traffic, noise and light pollu-
tion to us in Scotch Plains.

Why should they anger any of their
own residents by considering the con-
version of an existing field (which would
alleviate the need to rest that field) when
they can make us miserable.

It’s bad enough that we have to live
with odors from their “conservation cen-
ter,” but now we are being told (not
asked) to accept noise and traffic from
their sports events.

I’m also positively thrilled to see that
another meeting will be held to “keep
open the lines of communication.” It’s
not clear to me they were ever opened. I
only learned of the meeting from an-
other concerned resident who passed
along a copy of the Recreation
Commission’s notice and then later from
a story in The Times; though I live right
behind the proposed site Westfield obvi-
ously didn’t feel I would be interested.
On the other hand, maybe they were
trying to hide something.

To make matters worse, Council-
woman Malool’s only reported contri-
bution was to “acknowledge their
(Westfield’s) need for space,” rather
than suggesting they find someplace in
their own backyards. Our own Mayor
Marks weighed in a few weeks ago with
“if Westfield wants to build it there isn’t
anything we can do.” I would have hoped
for more from our mayor and council
than rolling over and playing dead. I’m
guessing there would be a lot more oppo-
sition from our elected officials if their
own houses backed up to the proposed
site. A few suggestions for “things we
can do” might include traffic studies,
filing complaints with the New Jersey

Dept. of Environmental Protection or
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, working with environmental
organizations dedicated to preserving
wetlands or even legal action as this
field would affect our property values
and ability to enjoy our own homes. I’m
sure if our mayor and town council put
their minds to it they might come up with
a few other ideas.

Victor Sloan
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tripara – A woman who has borne

three children
2. Deg – To sprinkle
3. Trillachan – An oyster catcher
4. Deflagration – Combustion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BACCATE
1. To rub thoroughly
2. Capable of being poured; in a liquid

state
3. Bearing berries
4. To delay; hinder

NISUS
1. An effort or endeavor
2. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
3. Any animal or organ having a plant-

like apearance
4. Pertaining to the final end or pur-

pose
LAVOLTA

1. Whirling or spinning
2. Malaria
3. A small brook or rivulet
4. An old dance somewhat resembling

the waltz
ARACHIS

1. A stem, stalk or support
2. The common peanut
3. The paragraph symbol
4. A species of non web-spinning spi-

ders that catches it prey by use of its
swiftness

MAMAMAMAMAYYYYYOR OR OR OR OR reMARKSMARKSMARKSMARKSMARKS

By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

Where to begin, where to begin…?
When I first contemplated entering

the New Jersey Senate race for our 22nd
District, I was admonished by some of
my Republican and Democrat colleagues
that I was making a big mistake. Be-
cause of the way this and other districts
had been gerrymandered to favor the
incumbent, they told me I had absolutely
no chance of beating Joseph Suliga of
Linden.

Further, I was warned that because of
his rather ample campaign war chest of
several hundred thousand dollars, Mr.
Suliga would try to make me look bad
and that my “political career” and my
ability to run for mayor again would be
jeopardized.

In spite of these predictions of gloom
and doom I still believed my candidacy
would be a great opportunity to yell and
scream about a couple of issues that
affect our lives in New Jersey and have
given me fits as a municipal elected
official in Scotch Plains. I truly expected
to be taking both Republicans and Demo-
crat leaders to task for their lack of
courage to reform our unfair system of,
and our over reliance on, property taxa-
tion in this state.

I thought that I would also squawk
about a state system that sends a dispro-
portionate amount of state aid to so
called “special needs” school districts
and leaves suburban school districts like
ours in the lurch and far too reliant on the
aforementioned property tax.

Even though I plan to speak to these
issues as much as I can in the remaining
days of this campaign, because of the
political bombshell that exploded two
weeks ago in our legislative district, it
has become increasingly difficult to do
so. The media wants to focus on the
circumstances that caused Mr. Suliga to
withdraw from the Senate race and the
subsequent firestorm that erupted at-
tempting to replace him after the statu-
tory deadline, a scenario that duplicates
the circumstances of the Torricelli/
Lautenberg shuffle in last year’s U.S.
Senate race.

There is no question that when Mr.
Suliga’s troubles first hit the newspa-
pers, I thought of how these develop-
ments improved my prospects for elec-
toral success in a race where I had been
given no chance of even making it close.
Personally, I was shocked with the news
of Mr. Suliga’s escapades in that Atlan-
tic City casino that resulted in him being
handcuffed following a scuffle with se-
curity guards and police. The details of
the sexual harassment charge were par-
ticularly revolting. A decent man would
never think these words — let alone utter
them to an unsuspecting woman.

The part of this episode that I am
particularly angered and frustrated about
is what has happened since Mr. Suliga’s
casino incident. In fairly short order,
several other stories have surfaced that

Sadly, The Political
Bombshell Repeats Itself

involve some rather abhorrent social
behavior; and a report that Mr. Suliga
literally had to be carried to the senate
floor in an inebriated state and propped
up at his chair in order to vote on this
year’s state budget back in June.

Now here are the big questions: Many,
especially those in the Democrat Party
close to him, knew that Mr. Suliga had
these problems. Why on Earth had no
one confronted him prior to this incident
and urged him to get the help he needed,
even if it meant leaving the political
scene? Why was his name placed on the
ballot by the Democrat Party earlier this
year so now we have to deal with yet
another after the deadline switch of can-
didates?

The fact of the matter is that the only
reason that the Democrat Party is at-
tempting to switch candidates after the
deadline to do so is, like last year, their
candidate got caught and made some
troubling headlines after the deadline.

While I believe, as our court system
has opined, that the voters deserve to
have a choice of at least two candidates,
it doesn’t seem right that for the second
year in a row, the Democrats are being
given a pass on placing a knowingly
flawed candidate on the ballot in the first
place in the hope that he wouldn’t get
caught by Election Day.

Last week’s editorial in this publica-
tion was right on the money in many
respects regarding what has transpired
in District 22. Perhaps most on the money
is their perception of the Democrat “Ma-
chine” centered in the eastern part of
Union County. Linden’s Mayor John
Gregorio, who himself was removed
from a senate seat because of a criminal
conviction in 1983, said that somehow
this senate seat “belonged” in Linden.

Accordingly, there are reports that the
now disgraced Senator Suliga and Mayor
Gregorio played a strong hand in select-
ing their new candidate, Union County
Freeholder and Linden resident Nick
Scutari, so that one day Mr. Scutari could
relinquish the seat back to Suliga when he
returns to the political scene. Wow!

I imagine the media will still continue
to play up these more sordid details of
this year’s campaign. I will speak to
them as well because this story does
point to a lack of fairness and decency on
the part of a few powerful politicos in
addition to their lack of respect for oth-
ers and the integrity of the state senate
seat as well. When given the opportu-
nity, I will also get back to my call for
real and desperately needed property tax
reform in our state, and I will continue to
do so after the election either as your
mayor demonstrating on the State House
steps in Trenton, or perhaps as your state
senator on the floor of the New Jersey
Senate Chamber.

Martin Marks,
Mayor, Scotch Plains

If Not By Referendum,
Council Needs To Hear

From The People
At recent town council meetings,

Westfield residents have implored the
mayor and council to conduct a non-
binding referendum or some sort of vote,
to determine if the majority of our citi-
zens really want the two proposed park-
ing/residential/retail complexes built.

The answer has repeatedly been “no.”
Our town leaders feel that they have
heard enough from residents and know
what we want.

The other main reason for refusing
this request is that it would be difficult at
this point to decide what question to
pose. I agree that without a final design
and cost estimate, it would be hard to
figure out what exactly to put on a ballot.
But I’m much less sure that building two
large structures is truly what Westfield
residents want.

Certainly, the majority of opinions
expressed by the public at the town
meetings and in letters to your paper are
against the proposal, not in favor. But
maybe this isn’t an accurate picture.
Perhaps only a small but determined and
vocal group bothers to show up at coun-
cil meetings and write letters, and the
majority really agrees that these struc-
tures are a good thing.

I would like to suggest that in absence
of a vote to determine what the majority
feels, that at the very least more people
have a chance to express their opinions.
The original meetings on the parking
proposal were held in the summer, when
many people are away. Although it is
now fall and people are back, Tuesday
evening meetings that drag on into the
night are not easy for many to attend
either. Also, many residents are not even
aware of which meetings focus on the
parking issue. Yes, one can ferret out the
meeting agendas on the Internet or ask at
the Municipal building, but in reality,
few have time to do that or even know
they can.

How about having several public meet-
ings on the parking proposals on week-
ends, during the daytime? And more
important, could we advertise these pub-
lic forums at least as well as events like
the fall festival?

One more thing; rather than present-
ing designs for two structures that will
be built, no matter what, and asking only
for esthetic comments, ask the citizens
whether they want these two large “rede-
velopment” projects at all, or do they
just want more parking; or do they not
want anything built at all.

Cathy Salomon
Westfield

Erratum
In the issue of October 2, a Letter to

the Editor from Rita Strobel of Scotch
Plains about the DPW mistakenly stated
that she was from Westfield. We regret
the error.

Redevelopment Law Is Being
Misapplied, Needs Test In Court

We, and others in the state, believed that the
Redevelopment Act of New Jersey was implemented
to provide tax abatement and other financial incen-
tives as a mechanism for encouraging needed rede-
velopment of blighted areas – such as urban cities,
brown fields and abandoned industrial lands. From
that perspective, we believed it was a good thing. We
were wrong.

The good citizens of our towns are finding that this
law is being applied to some of the most valuable and
highly productive property in the state. This applica-
tion of the redevelopment act has the effect of circum-
venting the municipal laws of our land.

There are no public meetings of financing, no public
bidding to win contracts, the property tax laws are null
and void and the developer negotiates his deal behind
closed doors with your money at stake.

The Redevelopment Act, as being applied, makes
fodder of the Planning Board, Board of Adjustment,
Master Plan and Zoning regulations.

The developer avoids municipal, county and school
taxes with what is called PILOT or Payments In Lieu
Of Taxes to the municipality. These PILOT fees are
culled to bolster the financial perception of a project.
In spite of everything, the need and costs of county,
municipal and school services are still there and
must be paid; for police, roads, education, fire pro-
tection, sewers. These costs will be avoided by the
developer and tacked on to others – residents and
businesses by increased taxes. There is no free lunch.

Hundreds of thousands of dollars in legal and
professional fees are awarded without due course of
competition or public review.

The townspeople will pay the bills and will get
saddled with the bonding, guarantees and liability.
The developer walks away without risk or obliga-
tion, garners all profits if they happen and can sell his

interest at any time to anyone. The community loses
all control.

There is no corporate guarantee, risk money or
collateral from the developer to support the enter-
prise and to ensure project viability. The developer
company is an empty shell, LLC. In Westfield’s case,
Nassau HKT was formed on May 30, 2003 accord-
ing to state records.

Citizens and officials are becoming exasperated, some
furious, as they learn more. Those in Fanwood and in
Westfield are facing this now as the details unfold. It’s
not about parking decks or downtown development.

Once everything is assembled behind closed doors
with the developer, will it be too late to object?

Last year, the good citizens of Princeton found out
that it was too late when matters became fully known
to them. They sued, but the judge said it was too late
and that the “process” was handled properly.

Is it a coincidence that Bob Powell of Nassau HKT
was the developer on the Princeton project, is now
heading the Westfield project for Nassau HKT and
was a former town councilman in Princeton?

Why do the towns need “special counsel” such as
Bob Goldsmith as hired for the Westfield project –
and what are Mr. Goldsmith’s ties with Mr. Powell?

Is it déjà vu all over again?
Will there be a referendum? No. Will schools get

their share of the taxes? No. Will the county get their
portion of the taxes? No.

We believe that the Redevelopment Act is being
misapplied, and that it puts redevelopers in a posi-
tion to exploit the public. Redevelopers succeeded in
Princeton, but it must be stopped here in Westfield
and Fanwood. Otherwise, it will harm you and our
towns. It will continue to spread throughout the
state, causing even further damage.

It must be challenged in court and stopped.

Letters to the Editor

Why Fanwood Downtown Businesses
Are ‘In the Dark’ on Redevelopment
If Fanwood merchants and landown-

ers don’t understand how Fanwood’s
downtown redevelopment plan will af-
fect their businesses and livelihood and
claim not to have been made aware of
these redevelopment efforts, as they al-
leged in The Times last week, there’s a
simple reason: They haven’t talked to
the designated developer. Nor have they:

Attended any of the 22 public meet-
ings over the last three years addressing
downtown redevelopment – which were
advertised and many of which included
mailed notices to business owners and
landowners not required by law;

Watched coverage of these meetings
on Fanwood’s TV-35; Visited the
Borough’s website, which contains all
ordinances and resolutions concerning
downtown redevelopment and the Down-
town Redevelopment Plan; Bothered to
read the extensive coverage of redevel-
opment efforts in The Times for the last
few years, or regularly attended Fanwood
Business and Professional Association
monthly meetings.

In fact, only three of the 45 business
owners and landowners in Fanwood’s
core downtown block have contacted
Landmark Communities, the borough’s
designated developer, Joel Schwartz,
principal, said. “We don’t yet have an
agreement with the borough, so we
haven’t been actively negotiating to ac-
quire property yet,” he said. “But I am
surprised, given the concerns expressed
in the paper, that only one business owner
and two landowners have called us dur-
ing all of the last two years.”

Mayor Lou Jung noted that few own-
ers attended any of the 22 public meet-
ings of the Fanwood Mayor and Council
or Planning Board at which the Down-
town Redevelopment Plan was discussed.

Few downtown merchants have at-
tended monthly meetings of the Fanwood
Business and Professional Association
(FBPA), at which updates on downtown
development are presented, according
to Peter Chemidlin, President.

“I would welcome their participation,”
he said, adding that the BPA has two key
goals: First, to provide merchants with a
for networking and education, and, sec-
ond, like any trade association, to pro-
vide a way to work with government on
matters of mutual concern.

At council, planning board and BPA
meetings ways to accomplish the rede-
velopment with as little interference as
possible to the merchants who wish to
continue their businesses on the block
have been discussed repeatedly by Mayor
Jung and Council President Joel
Whitaker, who along with Councilman
Michael Brennan and Downtown Coor-
dinator Clayton Pierce sit on the Bor-
ough committee negotiating a
developer’s agreement with Landmark.

“The plan has always been to accom-
plish the redevelopment in stages, so
that each merchant that wishes to stay
downtown need move only once,” he
explained. “For instance, the property
currently occupied by Livingston-Wilbor
Corp. and Independence Community
Bank could be acquired and those busi-
nesses relocated. A new building could
be built on that property, and then mer-
chants from the former lumberyard build-
ing could be moved there. Then con-
struction could occur at the site of the

lumberyard building.
“There never has been any discussion

– either in our 22 public meetings or in
negotiations with Landmark — about
putting any of these businesses in ‘mo-
bile homes’ as was suggested in The
Times article,” Council President
Whitaker said.

Creating a dynamic retail environ-
ment requires a good mix of businesses,
Landmark’s Mr. Schwartz said. “It’s
hard to imagine a downtown without an
ice cream parlor, or a drugstore, or a deli,
or a beauty salon.” Rents are expected to
reflect the market, and Mr. Schwartz
said there was no reason for a solid
business to expect rents that would be
unreasonable. “If they are too high, we
won’t fill the space,” he said, adding that
rents will be negotiated individually with
each tenant. Another factor is competi-
tion with surrounding towns. “If our
rents are too high, merchants will move
to neighboring towns and we will have
empty store fronts, which is bad for
Fanwood and bad for us,” Mr. Schwartz
added.

Councilman Brennan emphasized that
there will be public meetings once an
agreement with the developer has been
reached. “The full Council, township
attorney, Chief Financial Officer and
Administrator have yet to review a final
draft simply because there are many
open points,” he explained, adding:
“Once an agreement in principle is
reached we can begin an open process of
evaluating the plan and agreement with
input from the aforementioned groups of
people. Ultimately, the decision to move
forward will involve the interests of the
entire community.”

While negotiations with the borough
are continuing, Mr. Schwartz said Land-
mark has continued preliminary investi-
gations of the site. “As part of our envi-
ronmental assessment, we had a survey
done using ground penetrating radar to
determine if there were any unknown
underground tanks,” he said. The survey
produced no surprises, he added.

Efforts to assess the condition of the
block have been hindered by the refusal
of some property owners to give
Landmark’s consultants access to their
property.

Meanwhile, property in the downtown
block continues to trade hands. Recently,
the building presently occupied by MIP
Printing was sold for $150,000. Mr.
Schwartz said he hadn’t been aware the
building was on the market. “We cer-
tainly would have liked the opportunity
to submit a proposal to the former owner,”
he said.

Joel Whitaker, Spokesperson
Fanwood Redevelopment Team

Councilman Corrects
Typo in Recent Letter
About Parking Fees

Please allow me to correct a typo-
graphical and punctuation error in my
letter to the editor last week which es-
caped my attention prior to submission.

While explaining the need to increase
parking fees to pay for the proposed
decks, the letter stated that according to
Wiley Engineering “...monthly permits
must rise an average $77 per month over
the January 2004 increases in order to
cover losses.”

It should have read “monthly permits
must rise and average $77 per month,
over the January 2004 increases, in order
to cover losses.”

In this context there is a significant
difference between “an” and “and”. I
apologize for any undue concern my
typo may have caused to those unfamil-
iar with Wiley’s report.

Sal Caruana
Westfield First Ward Councilman

See More Letters
on Page 5.

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING & PRODUCTION

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle H. Le Poidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Robert P. Connelly
MANAGER, BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Lauren S. Pass
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 9, 2003 Page 5

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Beginning this Autumn, the Northside Trattoria will play host
to some of the finest jazz ensembles in New Jersey.

On the second Wednesday of every month you are cordially
invited to join us for a four course dinner followed by an
evening of jazz.

The evening will commence with a four-course dinner
beginning at 6:30pm.  Music will follow from 8:00-10:00pm.
Guests will be served an assortment of appetizers, a
seasonal salad, a choice of entrees tailor-made for each
event, desserts and cappuccino or espresso.

RESERVATIONS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
e-mail: wychwoodcatering@aol.com

dinner served at 6:30pm     music from 8:00 - 10:00pm

TRATTORIA

 

November 12th, ‘03  & December 10th, ‘03

OWEN BRAND

Your Home Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local (908) 789-2730
            Toll Free (888) 489-9680
                         Pager (908) 552-5007
                                      obrand@ivymortgage.com

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Resident Asks: Who’s In Charge?
Mr. McDermott or Mayor McDermott

Liu Returns Home From
Operation Iraqi Freedom

By BENJAMIN CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield resident Lance Corporal Rong
Liu of Golf Company 225 Second Battal-
ion 25th Regiment reserves  was stationed
in Anasaria, which was about a quarter
mile from the hospital where Jessica Lynch
was rescued. His company spent about
five months in Iraq during Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Mr. Liu, a graduate of Westfield High
School, spoke with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
about his duties and experiences in Iraq.

Golf Company was in charge of pa-
trolling the city of Anasaria. They where
there to locate Former Baathes Party
members, the Fedayeen and the 55 most
wanted list members.

When asked about his experiences in

Iraq, Mr. Liu said, “At night the Iraqis
would take pop shots at us. They did this
to unnerve us.”

Mr. Liu went on to say how Iraq made
you grow up real fast, and how even a
simple shower is a great thing.

Mr. Liu said, “What made it worth it
was knowing that the Iraqis would not be
tortured anymore and to have the learn-
ing experience of another culture. I’m
also happy to say that my company had
zero casualties, which was the most im-
portant point.”

Now that Mr. Liu is back, he is return-
ing to civilian life by continuing his
education as a full-time student at Kean
University, while still finding the time
to  volunteer as an Emergency Medical
Technician with the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad.

FW Councilman Responds to Letter
From Candidate Colleen Mahr

Resident Says Build
One Deck and Evaluate

Talk about a scary letter! First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana brought Hal-
loween early with the projected annual
losses of the parking decks. Over $340,000
per year for the first five years! Not even
a potential self-financing capability until
years 16-20 and who wants to place a bet
on that scenario!

Councilman Caruana comes to an ex-
cellent conclusion with which I strongly
agree as previously expressed in this space.
Build one deck and evaluate the impact
before going any further. The obvious
place is the Prospect site, which can
service both downtown parking needs,
the original reason for a deck, and com-
muter needs as well with a five minute
exercise walk thrown in for free. The mix
of downtown parking versus commuter
parking can be adjusted to make sure the
deck operates at capacity thus costing
taxpayers as little as possible.

Finally, anything that can be done to
make the structure as unobtrusive and as
attractive as possible must be done.
Height, building materials, capacity, land-
scaping – all should focus on preserving
the beauty of Westfield. If additional
parking must come, impact on the com-
munity must be the first priority.

Robin Fry
Westfield

Westfield Shopper Says
A Deck Is Not Required

The continuing talk about building
parking decks in downtown Westfield
leaves me baffled. I shop downtown
often, probably five or six times a week.
I always find a parking space within the
first loop around a parking lot.

Today when I went downtown, a Fri-
day afternoon, there were at least 20
spots available in the lot across from
Talbot’s on North Avenue. Yesterday,
when I stopped in at Baron’s in the
morning, there were three spots in the lot
behind the store. Even last Saturday
afternoon, with the town mobbed with
shoppers, I found a spot, one of many, in
the lot on Prospect Street.

Why do we need an expensive parking
deck in this town?

Carol Morton
Westfield

Nicholas Scutari, DEM
Candidate for State Senate, LD22

As the Democrat Party candidate for
the State Senate, I want to set out for you
my plan to improve New Jersey. My
prior service for seven years as a Union
County Freeholder makes me ready to
now represent you in the State Legisla-
ture.

My record includes advocacy for open
space initiatives, dredging of our harbors
to spur economic growth and an apprecia-
tion that we must adopt smart growth
including timed building ordinances to
insure sufficient infrastructure to end the
sprawl and the over development.

My service as a prosecutor will allow
me to be your advocate. I support legis-
lation, which would fit jails for video

My Plan to Improve New Jersey;
A New, But Experienced Voice

transmission to eliminate unnecessary
transport of prisoners, freeing police for
crime fighting duties.

I understand the critical issue of the
property tax crisis in our state. Over the
past two years the Legislature was forced
to make cuts because of severe budget
shortfalls. The entire tax structure for
providing services and school funding is
failing and must be changed. We face
more hard options.

I am a new voice, but an experienced
one. These are tough times in New Jer-
sey, but I believe my experience and
dedication will serve you best.

Nicholas Scutari

I would like to respond to a Letter to
the Editor from Colleen Mahr, Demo-
cratic Mayoral candidate on October 2,
involving the existing emergency ser-
vice communication tower structure.

Her letter suggests that the current
bipartisan council did not discover
that the borough’s emergency com-
munications system needed enhanced
grounding.

In 2002, the council unanimously sup-
ported earmarking $18,000 in the 2002
Capital Budget for lighting protection
for the Borough Hall building complex
at 75 North Martine Avenue. The exist-
ing emergency service communication
tower is considered a part of the build-
ing. Three thousand dollars out of the
budgeted $18,000 will go towards up-
grading the grounding system as a part
of the completed installation and prior to
the actual activation of the enhanced
emergency service radio communica-
tion system.

Another fact undetected by the Demo-
cratic Mayoral candidate was the bipar-
tisan support from the Borough Council
involving a $120,000 allocation in the
2003 Capital Budget. The allocated
amount will go towards the purchasing
and installation of a new emergency
services tower structure to replace the
nearly 30-year-old aging tower.

If only Ms. Mahr would have at-
tended either our agenda or council
sessions on a regular basis instead of
attending a few where police depart-
ment personnel were briefing the mayor
and council on various types of radio
tower structures available, perhaps she
would know all the facts involving this

issue. As the Chairman of the Public
Safety Committee, the current admin-
istration is forever grateful and dedi-
cated to those individuals who proudly
serve our borough as volunteer fire
and rescue squad members and police
officers.

Dave Trumpp, Republican
Fanwood Council Candidate

Council Candidate Says Fanwoodians
Want A Say In Their Own Downtown
In 1999, the current Republican team

was elected into office being against a
project that was proposed on the Dean Oil
site, at the corner of LaGrande and Second.

This project proposed one two-story
25-unit apartment building. The Repub-
licans referred to the project as the “Tow-
ers of Fanwood.”

Four years later, they now have
changed their tune. The downtown plan
that they have put together, with their
handpicked developer, will allow up to
130 residential apartments in multiple
three and a half story buildings!

The Jung administration has repeat-
edly stated that they have had held more
than 22 meetings on the downtown revi-
talization, yet the community residents
and businesses indicate that they are not
really sure what is in the plan or it’s
current status. Most of the meetings have
been behind closed doors, where they are
making the housing density of the down-
town block higher and the buildings taller.
Any public meetings held were not de-

signed for open discussion, but were
rather “information sharing” that were
often misleading or gave little credibil-
ity to the facts presented.

We believe that the downtown of
Fanwood should reflect the vision of the
citizens of Fanwood, not the vision of
the developer and their hired profession-
als. We all want a downtown that looks
good and has a diversity of stores. Why
must we have a downtown that is planned
by outsiders and not by the community
who will ultimately have to live with
what is built?

The Mahr, Molenaar and Dolce team
will incorporate your ideas and sugges-
tions to ensure that the plan reflects the
vision of the entire community. We be-
lieve the downtown should be planned by
Fanwood residents for Fanwood residents.

Together, we will make a better
Fanwood by putting Fanwood first!

Jack Molenaar, Democrat,
Fanwood Council Candidate

I attended the Town Council meeting
on Tuesday, September 30, to listen to
the latest presentation by Nassau HKT
regarding the massive apartment build-
ings, retail space, and parking decks the
mayor is planning to build in the center
of town.

What I found particularly disturbing
and disappointing is Mayor McDermott’s
unwillingness to review the proposal for
these massive structures objectively.
While as a resident of Westfield Mr.
McDermott is entitled to his opinion the
same as any other resident, as “Mayor
McDermott” he must remain objective,
present all the facts to the taxpayers,
good or bad, and consider the opinion of
all taxpayers when deciding how to pro-
ceed with the proposed construction.

Based on Mayor McDermott’s re-
sponse to direct and specific questions,
it seems that Mayor McDermott is deter-
mined to proceed based on the personal
opinion of Mr. McDermott as to what is
best for our town, regardless of what
other taxpayers think. How I arrived at
my impression of Mayor McDermott
can be best explained by a summary of
his responses at the meeting.

When asked what timeline the mayor
had in mind for deciding on how to
proceed on the proposed construction,
the mayor could not, or would not, give
an answer. The mayor stated that after
the results of the financial, traffic, envi-
ronmental, and school impact studies
are received at the end of the year, he
would decide then. The fact of the matter
is that preliminary financial, traffic, en-
vironmental, and school impact studies
should have been completed 12 months
ago as a reality check to see if it makes
sense to proceed with this project. The
studies could then have been updated as
the project progressed. However, Mayor
McDermott did not see the importance
of this, and instead is allowing Nassau
HKT to market/sell the project on ren-
derings alone. This is a smart move by
Nassau HKT, as they are very experi-
enced at this business. Nassau HKT wants
to sell the project based on pretty pic-
tures until they feel the taxpayers are so
in love with the structures, that they
couldn’t imagine living without them.
At that time Mayor McDermott and
Nassau HKT can present the results of
the reports, and push the project through.

To date the renderings do not, and I
don’t think they ever will, show the
relationship of the proposed massive
structures to the existing surrounding
structures.  For now the issue of when
the studies should have been completed
is a moot point, because no matter how
much taxpayers complain, the studies
will not be ready until the end of the year
at the earliest. Beyond that, Mayor
McDermott will not commit to a sched-
ule. So now, the taxpayers have no idea
when Mayor McDermott is going to try
to push this project through. The taxpay-
ers have to keep monitoring on a daily
basis in order to keep informed. The
more those opposed to these structures
have to keep guessing to figure out what
Mayor McDermott has in mind, the easier
it will be for Mayor McDermott to ad-
vance the personal agenda of Mr.
McDermott.

When asked if he is still considering
the option of not building the proposed
structures, Mayor McDermott basically
responded that he could not anticipate
any results from the studies which would
lead him to conclude that the proposed
structures should not be built. Mayor
McDermott is of the opinion that no
matter what the problem, the plans can
be adjusted to fix the problem. Mayor
McDermott is not willing to keep the
option of not building the proposed struc-
tures on the table for discussion. This is
not an objective point of view, and as
such Mayor McDermott is not looking
out for the best interest of the town, but
instead is looking out for the interest of
Mr. McDermott. Evidently Mr.
McDermott is extremely confident that
no matter how round of a peg these
structures become, Mayor McDermott
has a large enough hammer to drive
them into a square hole.

When asked if he would support a

non-binding referendum to poll the opin-
ion of the taxpayers, Mayor McDermott
replied that he would not. Hiding behind
the redevelopment legislation, Mayor
McDermott stated that he is not required,
and does not see the need, to have a non-
binding referendum as a means of poll-
ing the taxpayers to obtain accurate veri-
fiable information as to whether or not
the taxpayers want the structures built.
Even though these structures will per-
manently change the character of town,
and set a precedent for other contractors
and real estate developers to buy up land
and continue to over develop the town,
Mayor McDermott does not think it is
required to find out if the taxpayers want
their town to be changed in such a man-
ner. Mayor McDermott feels that the
opinion of the taxpayers is not impor-
tant, and that Mr. McDermott has the
knowledge and ability to decide for the
taxpayers what is best for their town.

While Mr. McDermott is entitled to
his opinion, for a project of this magni-
tude which will permanently change our
town, Mayor McDermott is obligated to
review all the facts objectively, present
the facts to the taxpayers, and proceed
based on the decision of the majority of
the taxpayers. Mayor McDermott is not
supposed to use his office to advance the
agenda of Mr. McDermott and Nassau
HKT. I encourage the town councilmen
and all taxpayers to keep the heat on
Mayor McDermott to ensure he pro-
ceeds based on the will of the taxpayers,
not the will of Mr. McDermott and real
estate developers.

John Lizzo
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Chest on Chest W37 1⁄4 D19 H62 1⁄4
List $4428.  Sale $2214.

Pineapple Bed Queen Size
List $2835.  Sale $1418.

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evenings ‘til 9 PM • Sunday 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 • (973) 427-1848
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • (908) 756-7623

Night Stand 
W22 1⁄2 D16 1⁄2 H28 1⁄4
List $1339.  Sale $670.

The Finest in 18th Century Reproductions

Sleigh Bed
Headboard Height 44 3/4

Queen List $4212. Sale $2106.

Columbus Week Savings on
Hundreds of Floor Pieces Storewide **

PLUS DON'T MISS

STATTON 1/2 PRICE CHERRY BEDROOM*

Bedding
Now On SALE
SAVE 30-50%

PLUS UP TO

$110 INSTANT REBATE

* Select Bedroom Pieces Only
**Must take October Delivery

Double Dresser 
W59 3⁄4 D19 H34 1⁄4
List $4158.  Sale $2079.
Mirror W28 1⁄2 H39
List $905.  Sale $453.

The Religion of
Secularism Has A Dark

Tone For Society
I can’t help but express my dismay at

Sarah Masel’s letter in last week’s
Westfield Leader. Why shouldn’t any-
one have the right to use this medium for
expressing his or her opinions?

Her letter smacked of intolerance, and
dare I say prejudice. If we are members
of a free and open Society, Then it
should follow that our newspapers re-
flect the community in proportion to its
character.

The crack about The Leader endors-
ing Msgr. Harms had a dark tone to it,
but I say The Leader should endorse
Msgr. Harms and all the leaders of reli-
gious congregations within our commu-
nity!

These communities are one of our
town’s greatest assets. They constantly
work together for the betterment of
Westfield, and I am sure that if you sit
them down together, they would very
happily concur.

Now I have a question. What about the
religion known as secularism? Do these
people believe they are the only ones
with a voice in our community? It is the
intolerance of secularism that could lead
our society down a dark path void of
concern for our fellow man.

I respect Sarah Masel’s right to have
her views, but I deplore the effect such a
view will have on society at large.

Javier Perez-Santalla
Grand Knight

Westfield K of C

Classifieds
Buy&Sell on the ‘Net’

goleader.com

Subscribe&Renew
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Harden Sale

SAVE
40% OFF

(List Price)

Includes Special Orders

All
Furniture

Mackie Furniture
Established in 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Call for directions

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

P

P

P

P

Therapeutic Massage P Reflexology P Reiki P Holistic Psychotherapy

908.317.9977
208 Lenox Avenue P Westfield

Massage Therapy
Can Help Women With

Breast Cancer
Feel Good Again

Breast cancer patients and those who have undergone
mastectomies or other breast surgeries have found that
massage can relieve pain, reduce stress and alleviate

post-operative discomforts. Our male and female 
therapists are specially Certified in Cancer Massage.

For full details contact:

The Dharma Center
f o r  He a l i n g  A r t s

Genealogical Society to Meet
On Saturday at Library

Friends of SP Library Seek
Items For Audio-Visual Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents

are invited to donate used videos,
cassettes, compact disks and books-
on-tape to the Scotch Plains Public
Library over the next two months.

The Friends of the Scotch Plains
Public Library will resell these items
at their Second Pre-Christmas An-
nual Audio/Visual sale, to be held at
a date to be determined in early
December.

“We are looking for profession-
ally-made videos and CDs only – not
home movies or TV shows or CDs
taped from the radio,” said Friends
President Ted Czarnomski.

“We are looking for films, docu-
mentaries, how-to and exercise vid-
eos, etc., and especially children’s
videos. We are also looking for mu-
sic of all kinds. These items should
be in very good condition, since they
will be resold,” he added.

Last year, the Friends were able to
donate more than $700 to the library
from their Pre-Christmas Audio/Vi-
sual Sale. The group hopes to reach
$1,000 this year.

Anyone wishing to donate videos,
cassettes, compact disks and books-
on-tape, as well as books for the book
sale, may bring them to the library at
1927 Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

WESTFIELD – The next meeting
of the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields will be on Saturday,
October 11, at 10 a.m. in the Pro-
gram Room of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, located at 550 East Broad
Street. Members of the public are
invited to attend.

Sara Rand will discuss “History and
Genealogy: The Presbyterian Church
and the Revolutionary Cemetery.”

Ms. Rand has been a Director of

Christian Education at Presbyterian
churches in various towns, including
Westfield, Summit and Plainfield.

She has been involved in historical
matters at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield and its cemetery, including
giving tours to Westfield school chil-
dren and interested families.MR. AND MRS. PETER S. CARMICHAEL

(She is the former Miss Elizabeth Ann Getz)

Miss Elizabeth Ann Getz
Weds Peter S. Carmichael

Samantha Catherine
Welcomed By
Fuchs Family

Jennifer and Daniel Fuchs of
Natick, Mass. have announced the
birth of their daughter, Samantha
Catherine Fuchs, on Thursday, July
31, at 2:40 p.m. at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital in Boston.

Samantha weighed 8 pounds and 2
ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her sister, Hailey, who is
two years old.

The baby’s maternal  grandparents
are Arthur and Barbara Horner of
Westfield and Cape May.

Her paternal grandparents are
Michael and Dagmar Fuchs
of Burlington, Mass.

Miss Elizabeth Ann Getz, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert J.
Getz of Westfield, was married on
Saturday, July 12, to Peter S.
Carmichael. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lowell G. Carmichael of India-
napolis, Ind.

The Reverend Allen Fisher offici-
ated at the afternoon ceremony, which
took place at the Fredericksburg  Pres-
byterian Church in Fredericksburg,
Va. A reception was held on the
grounds of the Courthouse Road Bed
and Breakfast in Stafford, Va.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a sleeveless silk
dupioni sheath gown with a V-neck
and a short train. A fingertip illusion
veil completed her ensemble. She
carried a bouquet of white and yel-
low roses and gardenias.

Miss Antonia Ugenti of Westfield
was the maid of honor, while Chris-
topher J. Getz of San Antonio, Tex.,
the brother of the bride, served as
best man.

The maid of honor wore a deep red
crepe empire gown accented by a
satin bodice. Her bouquet included
red gerbera daisies along with cream

and yellow roses.
A graduate of Westfield High

School and Middlebury College in
Middlebury, Vt., the bride recently
completed studies at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, earn-
ing her Master of Informational Ser-
vices and Library Science degree.

The bridegroom is a graduate of
the University of Indiana and re-
ceived his Doctorate in History from
Pennsylvania State University. He is
an assistant professor at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Greensboro
and is a noted Civil War author and
historian.

A rehearsal dinner hosted by the
bridegroom’s parents was held at
“623” in historic downtown
Fredericksburg.

A pre-nuptial shower was held in
Westfield at the bride’s home, hosted
by Miss Antonia Ugenti and Mrs.
Susannah Maxwell, and an afternoon
tea was held in Chapel Hill, N.C.,
hosted by Mrs. Cristianne Fellowes
and Mrs. Amy Gresko.

Following a wedding trip to
Grenada, the couple resides in
Greensboro, N.C.

MILLER-CORY GUESTS…Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club, Inc.
of Westfield were recently invited to a picnic at the Miller-Cory House Museum
in Westfield to thank them for their help in tidying up the grounds. Club
members volunteer throughout the year in assisting the museum with its
outdoor maintenance. Rake and Hoe members, pictured left to right, are: Alice
Cowell, Fran Bradler, Barbara Mullin, Jean Groszmann, Gayle Lechner and
Clare Minick.

African Violet Society
To Mark 50th Year

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will meet at 1 p.m. on Thursday,
October 16, at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The program, “Our Golden Anni-
versary,” will feature a slide presen-
tation by Jan Riemer highlighting
the group’s shows over 50 years.

There will also be a party celebrating
the 50th anniversary of the founding of
the chapter. Individuals interested in
African violets are invited to attend.

Autism Walkathon on Tap
Sunday at Nomahegan Park

Friendly Place Seniors
To Hold Health Fair

WESTFIELD – The Friendly Place
Seniors’ Program will hold a health
fair on Thursday, October 16, from
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Community Center, lo-
cated at 558 West Broad Street.

Among the featured health profes-
sionals will be a chiropractor, a pub-
lic health nurse, a representative from
a local assisted living residence for
seniors, a representative of the Union
County Mental Health Association
and a nutritionist.

The Westfield Community
Center’s Senior Café will serve lunch,
provided by the Union County Nu-
trition Program for the Elderly (the
voluntary suggested donation is $1.50
for those over age 60 and $4 for all
others).

Lunch reservations must be made
by Monday, October 13, at 2 p.m.
Interested individuals are asked to
call Marian Coffee, Coordinator of
Seniors Programs, at (908) 232-4759.

PACE Classes Offered
At Sunrise of Westfield

WESTFIELD – “PACE: People
with Arthritis Can Exercise” will be
offered at Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield, located at 240 Spring-
field Avenue.

Classes will take place on Tues-
days and Thursdays, October 14
through December 4, from 10 to 11
a.m.

This program uses gentle activi-
ties to help increase joint flexibility
and range of motion. Under the guid-
ance of a certified Arthritis Founda-
tion instructor, participants will learn
exercises to maintain muscle strength
and increase overall stamina.

Co-sponsored by Sunrise Assisted
Living of Westfield, this program is
made possible in part by a grant from
the State of New Jersey Department
of Health and Senior Services.

There is a $45 fee and registration
is required. Space is limited. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to call
(908) 317-3030.

Church Youth Groups
Organize ‘Jump Off’
WESTFIELD – An event called

the “Jump Off,” for high school stu-
dents, will be held on Sunday, Octo-
ber 12, at the Westfield Y, located at
220 Clark Street.

It has been organized by youth
group members from the First Bap-
tist Church, St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church and Redeemer
Lutheran Church, all in Westfield.

The activity is designed to offer
youth healthy and positive choices
as an alternative to high-risk social
practices.

The doors for the “Jump Off” will
open at 7:30 p.m. and the evening’s
program, including Extreme Games
and free time, will begin at 8 p.m.
Snacks, drinks and pizza will be
available throughout the evening.

No one will be permitted to enter
after 8:30 p.m. There is no admission
charge, and all youth from area con-
gregations are invited to attend. A
closing awards ceremony at 11 p.m.
will wrap up the evening.

For more information, please call
Linda Christopher at the Westfield Y,
at (908) 233-2700.

AREA — The inaugural North/
Central New Jersey WALK F.A.R.
for NAAR walkathon is scheduled
for Sunday, October 12, at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford. The
two-mile walk will start at 2 p.m.
Check-in time is 1 p.m.

Laura Kuntz of Westfield is Chair-
woman for the event. She is the
mother of two boys, ages eight and
11. Her 11-year-old son, Ross, is
autistic.

Dr. Frank Castello, Medical Di-
rector of Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital in Mountainside, will serve as
Corporate Chairman.

All proceeds from the event will
benefit the National Alliance for
Autism Research (NAAR), the pri-
mary mission of which is to fund and
accelerate biomedical research into
the causes, prevention, treatment and,
ultimately, a cure for autism spec-
trum disorders.

For further information, please call
(888) 777-NAAR or email
autismwalk@naar.org. Information
is also available at www.naar.org.

FUMC Set to Observe
Children’s Sabbath

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Sunday,
October 19, the First United Meth-
odist Church of Scotch Plains will
take part in the 12th Annual Obser-
vance of Children’s Sabbath during
the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

Endorsed by over 200 denomina-
tions and religious organizations na-
tionwide, this event encourages con-
gregations to advocate for justice for
children and families.

This year, a special emphasis will
be placed on the importance of qual-
ity child care and early education.
After the worship service, congrega-
tion members will learn of several
opportunities through which they can
help make a better and safer world
for all children.

The church is located at 1171
Terrill Road. All are welcome. For
further information, please call the
church office at (908) 322-9222.

Thrift Shop Has Items
For Halloween Outfits
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Service League has
announced that its Thrift Shop, lo-
cated at 1730 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains, is currently stocked
with merchandise for Halloween
costumes.

The racks are full and will be
constantly restocked right up to Fri-
day, October 31.

Shop hours are Tuesday, Wednes-
day  and Thursday, 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., and Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. For further informa-
tion, please call (908) 322-5420.
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“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:

�����������	������� ���������� �!���"�#$#$%

908-233-5800
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Old Fashioned Custom Cuts
& Personalized Service

Prime

• Prime Beef: Aged to Perfection
• Fresh Penn. Dutch All Natural Poultry
• Ocean Fresh Seafood
• Free Range Organic Poultry

•CONSISTANT QUALITY TIME AFTER TIME•

FREE HOME DELIVERY
Our Meats Are Not Just Prime . . .

They’re The Prime of The Prime.
USDA PRIME is the finest grade.  Don’t be fooled.  See our stanp - Taste the difference!

HEAT & SERVE!

389 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
Phone: 908-322-7126  •  Fax: 908-322-2561

Spring Leg Of Lamb
Smoked Ham • Prime Rib Roast

Crown Roast • Lamb or Pork
Fresh Brisket • Filet Mignon

Turkeys, Capons, Ducks & Geese

SEE & TASTE THE DIFFERENCE

www.johnsmarket.com

NOW!!

Your Family Deserves Only
The Best.  Order Your

Fresh Holiday Turkey

Turkey Chile
Chicken Pot Pies

Stuffed Cabbage
Beefstew Dinner

������ Famous Extra Lean
3 lbs. for $4.99Ground Beef
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Wisdom’s Light to Continue
Series on God and Ecology

Women’s Bible Study
To Focus on Dinah

WESTFIELD – The Women’s
Bible Study Group of the First Bap-
tist Church, located at 170 Elm Street
in Westfield, will meet at 10 a.m. in
the church library on Wednesday,
October 15.

Ginny Quiring will lead a study
and discussion about Dinah, the
daughter of Jacob and Leah, whose
story is found in Genesis 34.

The study is open to all women.
Refreshments will be served. For
more information, please call (908)
233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Choir to Salute Music
Of African-Americans
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Inspira-

tional Choir of St. John’s Baptist
Church, located at 2387 Morse Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, will present
“The Evolution of African-Ameri-
can Music in the Church” this Sun-
day, October 12, at 4 p.m.

Belinda Smiley will direct the choir
as it traces the evolution from tribal
African music, through spirituals, hymns
and contemporary Gospel music.

The concert, in narration and song,
will show how this music has influ-
enced all American music. Several
guest soloists will be featured.

The community is invited to at-
tend. For more information, please
call (908) 232-6972.

St. Bart’s to Conduct
Anointing of the Sick
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will offer the sacra-
ment of the Anointing of the Sick
during its noon Mass on Sunday,
October 26.

The church is located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
For more information, please call
(908) 322-5192.

HELPING KIDS IN NEED…Russell Miller of Westfield, pictured above,
recently collected money and donations for KIDZ PAX, a program whereby
children entering foster care are provided with diaper or duffel bags to help ease
the transition in their lives. He is surrounded by some of the items that were
donated by family, friends and fellow congregants at the Cranford United
Methodist Church. Russell, a member of the church, helped KIDZ PAX as his
Confirmation service project.

Student Russell Miller Helps
Kids Entering Foster Care

WESTFIELD – Fourteen-year-old
Russell Miller, a student at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield,
recently found a way to help other
youngsters less fortunate than him-
self.

Russell learned about KIDZ PAX,
INC., a local charity dedicated to
providing New Jersey’s foster chil-
dren with gratis diaper and duffel
bags filled with personal essentials
needed to get them through their first
few days after removal from abusive
and/or neglectful homes.

He was inspired to help these
youngsters by an author who dis-
cussed a similar program on the
“Rosie O’Donnell Show.”

Russell set out to collect money
and fillers for KIDZ PAX duffel bags
as his Confirmation service project
in the Cranford United Methodist
Church.

He was very successful in his en-
deavor, enlisting support from fam-
ily, friends and fellow congregants at

the church. He ultimately gave KIDZ
PAX more than 50 bags and sur-
pluses of fillers.

Russell, the son of Marjorie and
Russ Miller of Westfield, told the
organization he was “thankful that
all donations enabled you to help
foster children.”

The trustees of KIDZ PAX in turn
offered congratulations and appre-
ciation to Russell on behalf of the
youngsters in out-of-home place-
ments who will receive the duffel
bags.

KIDZ PAX donates all filled bags
to the Division of Youth and Family
Services, for distribution by social
workers to individual children, in-
fants through age 18, who are going
into foster care.

The program operates in nine coun-
ties in the state and welcomes contri-
butions of money and/or bag fillers.
Interested individuals may write to:
KIDZ PAX, P.O. Box 911, Spring-
field 07081.

Parkinson’s Group to Meet
Monday at Local Church

Ecumenical Training Event
Set This Month at FUMC

WESTFIELD – Members of the
public are invited to the second ses-
sion of a series on God and Ecology
on Thursday, October 16, at 7:30
p.m. at the First Congregational
Church of Westfield, located at 125
Elmer Street.

This series offers participants an op-
portunity to discuss environmental con-
cerns through the perception of faith.

Next Thursday’s session will look
at the relationship of humans to cre-
ation. It will address the question of
whether only humans have souls or if
animals and other created life have
souls as well; whether nature is solely
a resource for human use or if it has
intrinsic value, and the roles of sci-
ence and religion in understanding

humans and nature.
The session is a project of the

Wisdom’s Light ministry of the First
Congregational Church of Closter
and will be facilitated by the Rever-
end John Mills, Pastor of the church.

People of all faiths, as well as
those who do not practice a faith, are
welcome and encouraged to share
their views on these subjects.

The third session will be held on
Thursday, November 13, also at the
First Congregational Church in
Westfield. It will focus on how people
and society can be good stewards of
creation.

The First Congregational Church
of Westfield may be reached at (908)
233-2494.

WESTFIELD – Church teachers
and leaders will have an opportunity
to attend workshops designed to en-
hance their own experiences and
those of their students during the
2003 Ecumenical Training Event.

The program, for those involved in
adult, youth and children’s minis-
tries, will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
at the First United Methodist Church
in Westfield.

The sponsoring judicatories are the
Presbytery of Newark, Presbytery of
Elizabeth, Episcopal Diocese of New-
ark, Episcopal Diocese of New Jer-
sey, the Central Atlantic Conference
of the United Church of Christ, Ameri-
can Baptist Churches of New Jersey
and the Greater New Jersey Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church.

The event will feature leaders from
the various supporting denominations.
Each workshop will offer persons
nurturing and skills, as well as en-
couragement in the faith community.

The day will begin with coffee at
8:30 a.m., followed at 9 a.m. with the
keynote address, “Teaching in a Time
of Insecurity,” by the Reverend Sue
Moore, Pastor of the Frenchtown and
Kingwood United Methodist
Churches.

Starting at 9:30 a.m., participants
may choose to attend two of the 12
workshops, each of which will last
for an hour and a half.

Among the topics this year are
“Scripture through Drama and Song,”
“Nuts and Bolts of Youth Ministry,”

“The Rotation Model for Your Sun-
day School,” “The Gospel for the
Generations” and “Transforming
Education through Art.”

Registration forms are being distrib-
uted to the judicatories and to indi-
viduals who have previously attended
the Ecumenical Training Event.

Registration is $10 for the day and
$5 for child care. A table will be
available with books for sale. The
First United Methodist Church is
located at One East Broad Street.

For further information, please call
Judy Hopkins, Registrar, at (732) 463-
1517, the Reverend Darla Turlington
at (908) 233-2278 or the Reverend
Norma Hockenjos at (908) 232-1935.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
will meet on Monday, October 13, at
1:30 p.m. in the Christian Lounge of
the Parish House at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, 140 Mountain
Avenue.

Meetings are held on the second
Monday of each month. Persons with
Parkinson’s disease and/or their
caregivers are invited to attend.

The speaker for next week’s meet-

ing will be Elizabeth Schaaf, coordi-
nator of the American Parkinson’s
Disease Association (APDA) Refer-
ral Service at Robert Wood Johnson
Hospital in New Brunswick. She will
discuss the resources available at the
APDA.

  The meeting is free of charge  and
light refreshments will be served. 
For more information, please call
Barbara Ringk at (908) 322-9214 or
the church office at (908) 233-0301.

 

A Speaker Discussion Series 
for People in Their Twenties & Thirties 

 
“Close Encounter” 

The Dynamics of Authentic Intimacy 
Presented by Msgr. John W. Flesey 

October 28 from 7:00-9:00 PM 
The Westwood, 438 North Avenue, Garwood 

$15.00 Advance Registration, $20.00 At the Door 

Register by Contacting Patricia Martin at (908) 233-6151 

 

Dynamic Speaker, Lively Conversation, 

Great Fellowship & Savory Food 

Beer, Wine, Soda, Coffee, Tea, Caesar Salad, Paella, Chicken 

Francaise, Roast Pork Loin in Rum Raisin Sauce, Penne Pasta 

con Vodka, Vegetable du Jour, & Chocolate Raspberry Bash 

Night & Weekend
Airtime Minutes
on the America’s ChoiceSM network

1000anytime mobile
to mobile minutes

to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

400anytime
minutes

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.

Plus

Unlimited nationwide long distance
No roaming charges coast-to-coast

now just

39
monthly access

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJU
C

All when on the America’s Choice Network

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

99$

nlimited

Network not available in all areas.  Calls placed while off the America’s Choice network $.69/min.  Mobile to mobile not available throughout the
America’s Choice network.  Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.

Unlimited

ommunications 908.654.6440

wireless
Authorized Retailer
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Counsellor at Law
Accredited Divorce Mediator

Estate Planning

Family Law

General Practice

•
•

•
�����������������

201 South Avenue East
Westfield, NJ

654-8885

THE TIMESTHE TIMES
Scotch Plains - FanwoodScotch Plains - Fanwood

The Westfield LeaderThe Westfield Leader

Contact our Sales Department to help you with your
advertising.  By creating and sending your own PDFs and
electronic files via e-mail, you can save on the production
cost of your ad.  The ad you produce is then streamlined

into our publication with the greatest possible speed,
accuracy and production values.

T: 908 232 4407  •  F: 908 232 0473  •  sales@goleader.com

435 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ
www.boylehotels.com

Reservations:
800-688-7474 • 908-654-5600

                                        • Free Wireless High Speed
                                          Internet Connection
                                        • Elegant Accomodations
                                        • Special Weekend Rate
                                        • Efficiencies for
                                          Long Term Stays
• Day Meeting Packages In Our Club Room
• Chez Catherine, ★★★ French Restaurant
• Conveniently Located in Lovely Downtown Westfield
• Complimentary Continental Breakfast
• Deluxe Guest Rooms with Pillow Top
                         Mattresses
• Minutes from Garden State Parkway
• Buses & Trains to NYC Within Half A Block
• 14 Miles from Newark Liberty Airport

Redeemer School Program
To Offer Organization Tips

WESTFIELD – A workshop for
parents and children in grades 2 and
above will take place on Friday, Oc-
tober 17, from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
Redeemer Lutheran School in
Westfield.

 Entitled “Organizing Your Home
and Family for School: Finding and
Remembering What You Need When
You Need It,” this one-hour, interac-
tive workshop will feature Jamie
Novak, a professional organizer and
author of “A Busy Person’s Guide to
a Life You Love.”

Topics will include handling the
overload of incoming paper; orga-
nizing desks or lockers; eliminating
“I forgot/I lost” from daily vocabu-
lary; keeping track of school books

and homework papers; learning how
to schedule and use time effectively,
and teaching organizing skills that
will last a lifetime.

Childcare will be provided for
youngsters ages three to seven, but
prior registration is necessary. Re-
freshments and a tour of the facilities
for all who are interested will follow
the presentation. A free will donation
will be collected to benefit Redeemer
programs for the community.

Redeemer Lutheran School is lo-
cated at Clark Street and
Cowperthwaite Place. Individuals are
asked to call (908) 232-1592 by Tues-
day, October 14, if they plan on
attending and if they require
childcare.

Journeying Beyond Happiness
Toward Joy and Fulfillment

By REVEREND GEORGE BETZ

A few years ago, two professors at
Hope College did a study of happi-
ness. “What,” they asked, “makes a
person happy?”

This got me thinking. What gives
a person a sense of joy and fulfill-
ment? Such emotions go deeper, I
believe, than happiness. Here’s my
list…and do feel free to add to it.

(1) A Purpose. What is your life all
about? God has created you for some-
thing and someone! Are you clear
about God’s purpose…and God’s
intention for your life? I love the
scene in the movie Chariots of Fire
where the Scottish runner, Eric
Liddell, says to his fiancée: “Jenny,
God made me for a purpose…and
God also made me fast. When I run
and win…God is glorified.”

William Barclay wrote, “The two
most important days in a person’s
life are the day he is born – and the
day he discovers why he was born!”

(2) A Passion. What are you will-
ing to give your life for…with aban-
don? What are you willing to give
110 percent of yourself to? What do
you think about so much and so often
that you even dream about it – and
wake up and think about it even
more? What causes you to cry, ache
and get the adrenalin pumping? If
you lack passion…you could be dead
and not know it!

(3) A Person to Love – and be
loved by – without reserve. A person
who knows you – your warts, hang-
ups, successes, failures, highs and
lows – everything – and loves you
anyway. I love what God says to
Adam in Genesis: “It is not good for
the man to be alone.” Amen, Lord!
We are called to be in relationship,
intimate relationship, with others.
Ask yourself, “How am I fixed for
friends? What kind of friend am I?”

(4) A Personal God Who Knows
You – and desires for you to know
Him. Some secular psychologists are
beginning to entertain St. Augustine’s
affirmation that every human soul
remains restless until it finds rest in
God. Personal testimony. How do I

know that God is personal? God tells
me in the person of Jesus Christ that
God is personal – and is for persons.
Knowing this to be true makes all the
difference in my life. In the church I
serve, people who incarnate the love
of God in their lives and their minis-
tries make a strong case for a per-
sonal God. Jesus loves me…this I
know…for God’s People tell me (and
love me) so!

(5) A Promise to live with, by and
for. The fourth stanza in “Amazing
Grace” says it wonderfully. “The Lord
has promised good to me. His word my
hope secures; He will my shield and
portion be As long as life endures.”

Without hope life is without power.
Without hope every tomorrow is a
potential nightmare. Without hope,
why go on living? Without hope, life
is “blah,” with little or no meaning.
With hope, the possibilities are end-
less. With hope, the greatest obstacles
can be overcome, the severest dis-
eases can be faced, and the greatest
setbacks survived. With hope – we
can face tomorrow.

Recently, I went to the funeral of an
89-year-old friend and colleague in
ministry. At the gathering following
the Memorial Service and Witness to
the Resurrection, another friend said
this about our friend Mary: “This
saint was an incurable Hope-aholic.”
I love that description of a dear friend.
This is one “disease” from which I
pray there is no recovering!

What gives your life  meaning? What
makes life worth living for you? What
gives you cause for joy? Think along
with me on these eternal questions.
And finally – share some of your an-
swers with me and someone else. Hey,
friends, we are in this together.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Betz is the Interim Pas-

tor at the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains.
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100s of
Satisfied

Area
Customers
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Mountainside, NJ has a

WEIGHT-LOSS
SPECIALIST

with a national reputation.*

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified, Registered, Insured

96% success-rate: lose it and keep it off
No dieting, struggling, pills, shots or surgery
Patient testimonials available upon request

AMA-approved for nearly 50 years
Only 2 or 3 private appointments needed

Call Linda for more info at 908-301-0039
or see a brochure anytime you choose at

www.IvyLeagueClinicalHypnosis.com

* People from 17 states have come to
Dr. Glassman just in the last year alone.
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David J. Golemme, 30, Branch Manager
At First Jersey Mortgage Company

Angela B. Greco, 82
Angela B. Greco, 82, of Scotch

Plains died on Tuesday, September
30, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Catskill, N.Y., she had
lived in Brooklyn, N.Y. before com-
ing to Scotch Plains.

Surviving are her husband, Ace
Greco; a son, Paul Greco; a daughter,
Joyce Fusselman; a brother, Robert
M. Dagnell, and a granddaughter.

The funeral took place on Friday,
October 3, at the Rossi Funeral Home
in Scotch Plains. A Mass followed at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment was at St. Gertrude Cem-
etery in Colonia.

October 9, 2003

Joseph Szuszkowski, 90
Joseph Szuszkowski, 90, of Scotch

Plains died on Wednesday, October
1, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Poland, he had been a
resident of Irvington prior to moving
to Scotch Plains several years ago.

Mr. Szuszkowski had been a custo-
dian with the Irvington school system
for 20 years before retiring in 1981.

He served in the Polish Army dur-
ing World War II.

He was predeceased by a sister,
Magdalena Bajak.

Surviving are his wife, Rozalia
Szuszkowski; two daughters, Mary
A. Szuszkowski and Wanda
Szuszkowski, and a brother,
Bartlomiej Szuszkowski.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
October 4, from the Parkway
Wozniak Memorial Home of Clark.
A Mass of Christian Burial followed
at the Sacred Heart of Jesus Roman
Catholic Church in Irvington. Inter-
ment took place at the Gate of Heaven
Cemetery in East Hanover.

October 9, 2003

DEATH NOTICE
Antoinette Carlino, Real Estate Agent
With Coldwell Banker Schlott Office

– Obituaries –

Roy M. Gillikin, 82, Retired Employee
Of Scotch Plains Public Works Dept.

David J. Golemme, 30, of Linden
died on Thursday, October 2, at his
home.

Born in Elizabeth, he had resided
in Scotch Plains before relocating to
Linden two years ago.

Mr. Golemme was employed for
the past year as a branch manager
with the First Jersey Mortgage Com-
pany in Linden. Earlier, he had been
an underwriter for the State Farm
Insurance Company in Parsippany
for five years.

He graduated in 1994 from Seton
Hall University in South Orange,
earning a bachelor’s degree in politi-
cal science, and was a member of the
university’s band and Pi Kappa Phi

fraternity.
Mr. Golemme was a member of

the Mortgage Bankers Association.
He was predeceased by his mother,

Diane Didzbalis Golemme.
Surviving are his father, Donald

Golemme of Toms River, and two
sisters, Sharon Golemme of Linden
and Lisa Zappia of Avenel.

The funeral was held on Monday,
October 6, at the Leonard-Lee Fu-
neral Home in Linden, and was fol-
lowed by a Mass at St. Elizabeth
Roman Catholic Church in Linden.
Interment took place at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

October 9, 2003

Antoinette “Toni” Carlino of
Scotch Plains died on Wednesday,
October 1, at her home.

Born in Jersey City, she had lived
in Brooklyn, N.Y. before moving to
Scotch Plains 31 years ago.

Mrs. Carlino had worked as a real
estate agent with Coldwell Banker
Schlott in Scotch Plains prior to re-
tiring in 1997.

She was a member of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains.

Surviving are a daughter, Charlene
Schiebel and her husband, John
Schiebel, of Easton, Pa.; a son, An-
thony Carlino and his wife, Gabriella,
of Scotch Plains; three sisters,

Mildred Piscitelli, Marie McCauley
and Josephine Piscitelli, and four
grandchildren, Giovanna, Jared,
Francesca and Rachella.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
October 4, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Mass followed at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.
Interment took place at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Memorial donations may be made
to a favorite charity or to the Memo-
rial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center,
In Memory Of Department 646-227-
3546, P.O. Box 27106, New York,
N.Y. 10087.

October 9, 2003

Roy M. Gillikin, 82, of Scotch
Plains died on Saturday, September
27, at his home.

Born in Atlantic, N.C., he lived in
Scotch Plains since 1946.

Prior to retiring in 1978, Mr.
Gillikin had been employed with the
Scotch Plains Public Works Depart-
ment for 15 years. He had previously
worked for Mack Trucks in Plainfield.

He served in the United States
Navy during World War II.

Mr. Gillikin was a member of Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post No. 10122
and American Legion Post No. 209,
both of Scotch Plains.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Clara Sanguiliano Gillikin.

Surviving are three sons, Michael
L. Gillikin, Brian Gillikin and Gerald
Gillikin; four daughters, Barbara
Seiter, Susan Cunningham, Joanne
Owen and Mary Clare Savoia and 11
grandchildren.

The funeral service was held on
Tuesday, September 30, at the Rossi
Funeral Home in Scotch Plains. In-
terment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains 07076.

October 9, 2003

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue

233-0255

John L. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255

Charles V. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 3703

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143

CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER

• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP

Caught in the

Medicaid confusion?

CLEARANCE!

476 SOUTH AVENUE E.
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

908. 709. 1999
GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING:

•ESTATE PLANNING
•ELDER LAW
•WILLS AND TRUSTS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL INJURY
•ZONING
•MUNICIPAL COURT
•COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Barbara Geissler, 94
Barbara Geissler, 94, of

Mountainside died on Saturday, Oc-
tober 4, at Union Memorial Hospital
in Union.

Born in White Plains, N.Y., she
had lived in Cranford before moving
to Mountainside four years ago.

Mrs. Geissler was a homemaker.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, William M. Geissler, in 1987.
Surviving are a son, Fred W.

Geissler of Westfield, and three
grandchildren.

Graveside funeral services were
held on Tuesday, October 7, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Funeral arrangements were under
the direction of the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
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DEATH NOTICE
Capitola Ryan, 85, Had Career in Retail;

Raised Funds For School In India
Capitola Beatrice Kean Murphy

Ryan, 85, of Westfield, formerly of
Merrick, Long Island, passed away
Friday, October 3, at Father Hudson
House in Elizabeth, a facility of the
Center for Hope Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care, from complications of
Parkinson’s Disease.

She was born in Brighton Beach,
Brooklyn on December 6, 1917, the
oldest of five children of Charles
Joseph Kean and Isabelle Capitola
Beatrice Abbott.

Raised in Rockville Center, Long
Island, she attended St. Agnes El-
ementary and High Schools. While
attending New York University, Mrs.
Ryan began a successful career in
retailing that spanned five decades.

She worked as a comparison shop-
per and furniture department man-
ager for such well-known retailers as
Loesser’s, S. Klein on the Square,
Macy’s, Lord & Taylor and
Bloomingdale’s.

She married John Ignatius Murphy,
a United States Navy pilot and later
a pilot for TWA, in 1944. They re-
sided briefly in Newport, R.I., East
Rockaway, N.Y. and Katonah, N.Y.,
before settling in Merrick, Long Is-
land, where they lived for 40 years,
except for a one-year assignment in
Bombay, India with TWA. Mr.
Murphy died in 1991.

Mrs. Ryan moved to Westfield in
1994. She married John Joseph Ryan,
a retired New York State Supreme
Court Judge, in 1998.

Very active in charity work, she
and Mr. Murphy raised the funds to
open an automotive school in Baroda,
India, named in honor of their oldest
child, Sean Murphy, who died in
1967 at the age of 21.

She was also a very active member
of Curé of Ars Parish in Merrick,
serving on the Parish Council, Altar

Society, Parish Outreach and other
committees. Mrs. Ryan traveled ex-
tensively and visited Ireland more
than 30 times.

In addition to Mr. Murphy and her
son, Sean, Mrs. Ryan was also prede-
ceased by her sister, Isabel Abbott
Kean Plotke.

She is survived by her husband,
the Honorable John J. Ryan; two
sons, Denis Kean Murphy and Kevin
Kean Murphy; her daughter, Tola
Murphy-Baran; her son-in-law, John
S. Baran; her granddaughter, Meghan
Murphy-Bath; her grandson-in-law,
Jeffrey Charles Bath; her two grand-
sons, Sean Murphy Baran and Luke
Murphy Baran; her two stepsons,
John Pierce Ryan and Robert Emmett
Ryan; her stepdaughter, Mary Beth
Ryan, and step-son-in-law, Henry
Sholar; two step-daughters-in-law,
Mary Shugrue Ryan and Christine
Monagan Ryan, and six step-grand-
children, Timothy, Brendan, Jason,
Elizabeth, Robert and Sarah Ryan.

Mrs. Ryan is also survived by her
three brothers, Charles Joseph Kean,
Owen Abbott Kean and John Philip
Kean; three sisters-in-law, Louise
Simonton Kean, Joan Tilyou Kean
and Sally Ollinger Kean, and 23
nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, Oc-
tober 8, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Inter-
ment was at Holy Rood Cemetery in
Westbury, Long Island.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that contributions be made to
the Center for Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care, 176 Hussa Street,
Linden 07036.
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DEATH NOTICE
Ray Crow, 82, Was Systems Analyst;
Volunteer Instructor in Computers

Ray Crow, 82, of Williston, Vt.
died peacefully at home on Monday,
September 29, following a brief but
debilitating illness.

Reared in Westfield, Ray was a
graduate of Westfield High School
and the Casey Jones School of Aero-
nautics.  He joined the United States
Army Air Corps in 1943, serving his
country as a P-51 fighter pilot in the
Pacific Theater during World War II.
Ray returned to civilian life and his
position at Westfield Ford in 1946.

After moving to Vermont in 1959,
Ray was employed as a systems ana-
lyst for 21 years at Simmonds Preci-
sions Company.

In retirement, Ray spent many
years as a volunteer instructor for
SeniorNet Center of Vermont, teach-
ing “Computer 101” to elders.

Ray enjoyed people and was a
participating member of his church
and several service organizations,
both in Westfield and in Vermont. 
Always active and eager to be of
assistance, Ray will be remembered

as the generous and caring person he
was.

Ray, elder son of Gladys and Eldred
Ray Crow, Sr., both now deceased, is
survived by his wife of 57 years,
Doris (Dodi) Crow, formerly of
Maplewood and of Westfield; a
brother, J. Stephen Crow of Punta
Gorda, Fla.; a sister, Janice Morris of
Oakland, N.J.; two daughters,
Marilyn Rae and her husband, Casey
Allison, of Hong Kong and Carol
Cristine and her husband, Samuel
Clark, of Auburn, Me.; a son, Bill,
and his wife, Lori, of Sequim, Wash.
and seven grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, October 4, at St. James
Episcopal Church in Essex Junction,
Vt. In lieu of flowers, contributions
are being received in Ray’s memory
by SeniorNet Center of Vermont,
P.O. Box 64694, Burlington, Vt.
05406-4694, as well as by Hospice
of the Champlain Valley, 1110 Prim
Road, Colchester, Vt. 05672.
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Ezidor Zemla, 88, Retired Salesman
Was Recipient of Five Bronze Stars

Jeanne Chambers, 79
Jeanne M. Chambers, 79, of Oak-

land Park, Fla. died on Monday, Sep-
tember 29, at her home.

Born in Toledo, Ohio, she had
resided in Mountainside for 30 years
prior to moving to Florida in 1990.

Mrs. Chambers had been a licensed
practical nurse at Overlook Hospital
in Summit for about 10 years, retir-
ing in 1986.

Surviving are two sons, Christo-
pher Chambers and John Chambers;
four daughters, Kathy Hansen, Mary
Beth Chambers, Diane Khorey and
Ellen Westberg; a sister, Betty
Connor, and 11 grandchildren.

A memorial Mass will be offered
at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, Oc-
tober 10, at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside.
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Michael J. Martin, 81, Sales Director;
Marine and Purple Heart Recipient

Ezidor Michael Zemla, 88, of
Colonia died on Saturday, October 4,
at Haven Hospice in Edison.

Born in Akron, Ohio, he had been
a Mountainside resident for 48 years
before relocating to Colonia a year
and a half ago.

Mr. Zemla had been employed as
a salesman for the Maplewood Tire
Company for many years prior to
retiring in 1978.

A sergeant in the United States
Army during World War II, he was
awarded five Bronze Stars, includ-
ing one for his participation in the
Battle of Normandy.

He was a charter member of Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post No. 10136
in Mountainside, to which he had
belonged since 1954.

He was predeceased by a daugh-

ter, Patricia Kay Zemla.
Surviving are his wife of 56 years,

Anne Mihalik Zemla; a son, Thomas
Zemla; a daughter, Jessica Boyle,
and five grandchildren.

A Mass was offered on Tuesday,
October 7, at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside, following the funeral
from the Bradley Smith & Smith
Funeral Home in Springfield. Inter-
ment took place at the Gate of Heaven
Cemetery in East Hanover.

Memorial donations may be made
to JFK Medical Center Haven Hos-
pice, in care of the Mary Anne Hale
Pavilion, 65 James Street, P.O. Box
3059, Edison 08818 or to N.J.A.P.D.
Chapter, P.O. Box 5273, Kendall Park
08824.
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Michael J. Martin, 81, of
Branchburg died on Friday, October
3, at the Somerset Medical Center in
Somerville.

Born in New York, he had been a
resident of Fanwood before relocat-
ing to Branchburg 13 years ago.

Mr. Martin had been a regional
sales director with Lockheed Elec-
tronics in Lyndhurst, where he was
employed for 25 years prior to retir-
ing in 1983.

A United States Marine Corps vet-
eran of World War II, he had been
awarded the Purple Heart. He was a
member of the Marine Raiders and
the Knights of Columbus Somerset
Council No. 1432 in Somerville.

Mr. Martin was an usher at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Surviving are his wife of 56 years,
Martha Martin; a son, Michael J.
Martin, Jr.; three daughters, Mary
Jane Sullivan, Christine Nugent and
Linda Martin; a brother, John Mar-
tin, and five grandchildren.

The funeral service was held on
Monday, October 6, at the
Branchburg Funeral Home in
Branchburg. A Mass followed at St.
Bernard Roman Catholic Church in
Bridgewater. Entombment took place
at St. Gertrude Cemetery Mauso-
leum in Colonia.
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Rev. W. Gerard ‘Father Jerry’ Sogliuzzo,
Parochial Vicar at IHM in Scotch Plains
The Reverend W. Gerard

Sogliuzzo, 57, of Allendale, who
served as parochial vicar at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains,
died on Friday, October 3, at Valley
Hospital in Ridgewood.

Known as Father Jerry, he was
born in Hoboken and was ordained
on May 23, 1979. He was a member
of the Archdiocese of Newark.

Reverend Sogliuzzo was assigned
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
parish from 2002 until April of this
year. He had also been parochial
vicar at St. Michael’s parish in
Cranford, St. Mary’s parish in Nutley,
St. Michael’s parish in Union, Our
Lady of the Lake in Verona and St.
Aloysius in Caldwell.

Additionally, Reverend Sogliuzzo
served as Chaplain of the Cranford
Police Department and the Bergen
County Ancient Order of Hibernians.
He was also a member of the Bergen
County Knights of Columbus Council.

He was awarded a bachelor’s de-

gree in philosophy from Seton Hall
University in South Orange and a
master’s degree in divinity from the
Immaculate Conception Seminary in
Darlington.

He was predeceased by his father,
Officer Walter J. Sogliuzzo, who was
a member of the Hoboken Police
Department.

Surviving are his mother, Jane P.
Sogliuzzo; a brother, John B.
Sogliuzzo, and a sister, Jane E. Adkins.

A concelebrated Funeral Mass of
Christian Burial was offered on Tues-
day, October 7, at the Our Lady of
Grace Roman Catholic Church in
Hoboken. Interment followed at the
Holy Cross Cemetery in North Ar-
lington.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Failla Memorial Home
in Hoboken.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Angelus Academy, 6601
Springfield Center Drive, Spring-
field, Va. 22150.
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Community News

Water Quality to Be Topic
At WF Historical Meeting

Absentee Voters Will Be Protected
Regardless of Ballot Name Switch

WESTFIELD – “Preserving Our
Water Quality” will be the topic dis-
cussed by Warren H. Victor, Com-
missioner for the New Jersey Water
Supply Authority and the New Jer-
sey Wastewater Treatment Trust
Fund, at the monthly meeting of the
Westfield Historical Society.

The meeting will be held on Fri-
day, October 17, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street.

In his presentation, Mr. Victor will
cover the history of New Jersey’s
water supply infrastructure and some
of the pressing problems faced today
in an era of increasing demand placed
on the state’s water resources. He
will discuss methods to accomplish
the preservation of water quality to-
gether with the need for fairness in
the framing and application of envi-
ronmental legislation to meet the
needs of residents and business and

industry alike. He will also discuss
an active program, Friends of
Wanaque, which provides a means
for individuals to set aside watershed
land to augment water supply re-
sources.

Mr. Victor has vast experience as a
top level business executive and has
over 30 years experience serving as a
director and advisor to both govern-
ment and industry. He has particular
expertise in environmental planning
and has worked extensively on eco-
logical matters concerning the state.

In 1994, he received a Congres-
sional appointment to both the
Superfund Advisory Council and the
Manufacturing Advisory Council.

Mr. Victor is a graduate of New
York University and holds a masters
degree in business administration
from Bradley University.

The program is open to the public
at no charge. Light refreshments will
be served.

AREA – The right to vote of Union
County residents who live in the
22nd Legislative District – particu-
larly military personnel and other
absentee voters – will be protected
whether or not a new Democrat can-
didate for State Senate is placed on
the ballot, Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi announced.

Registered voters who submit ab-
sentee ballot applications from out
of state will receive ballots by over-
night mail. Ballots mailed out within
a week of the Tuesday, November 4
General Election will also receive
postage-paid overnight return enve-
lopes, Ms. Rajoppi said.

“No one will be denied the right to
vote,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “We will
protect the voting rights of military
personnel who are protecting our
freedoms abroad. College students,
business travelers and others who
need absentee ballots will also re-
ceive them in time to vote.”

To date, the Union County Clerk’s
Office has received 337 absentee
ballot applications from the seven
Union County municipalities in the
22nd District. The applications come
from military, civilian and disabled
voters.

Union County Superior Court Judge
Edward Beglin, Jr. heard arguments
last week as to whether the Demo-
cratic Party had the right to name a
replacement candidate for State Sena-
tor Joseph Suliga, who dropped out of
the race. If Judge Beglin rules that the
ballot replacement can go forward,
the Clerk’s office can begin printing
new ballots this weekend, Ms. Rajoppi
said.

“Whether they vote at their local
polling place or by mail from across
the country or overseas, no voter in
Union County will be disenfranchised
due to the printing of ballots,” Ms.
Rajoppi said.

The seven Union County munici-
palities – Linden, Rahway, Plainfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Clark and
Winfield – include some 140 voting
districts, Ms. Rajoppi said. Machine,
sample, absentee, emergency, provi-
sional and, in some cases, bilingual
ballots will have to be printed before
the scheduled machine inspection
date of Thursday, October 23.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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James Moriarty

James Moriarty
Guidance Counselor, Westfield High School
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Electives: Too Much Work,
Or Tool for Self-Discovery?

By LISA M. BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There seems to be an increasing
amount of non-academic courses be-
ing offered in today’s high schools.

Aside from English, science, his-
tory, mathematics, and language, which
comprise the mandatory pallet of
classes, there is a wide range of elec-
tives available.

For example, a student may choose
drama, debate, or business law as a
class if their schedule permits. But is
this all too much for the student to
handle?

No. I believe that electives are nec-
essary elements in the path toward
educational success.

Electives provide a certain freedom
to the student, where mandatory classes
do not. Depending on what high school
year one is in, they must take a certain
class. For example, biology and geom-
etry are required for graduation. How-
ever, electives represent the nurturing
side of a high school life.

Students can choose outside classes
that suit their personality, giving them
a bit more educational control. Elec-
tives aid students by promoting self-
identity.

An English teacher stated, “Elec-
tives are wonderful because they give
the opportunity for kids to see just
what is out in the work world.” It is
necessary to have these courses be-
cause some students still don’t know
what fields of work or personal interest
they want to pursue.

During my early high school experi-
ence, I was very interested in psychol-
ogy. After I took the course, I was
relieved to realize it’s not something I
want to dive into further. However,
when I took journalism, I realized,
with much introspection, that it is the
area in which I want to major in.

Not only do electives aid by elimi-
nating and confirming interests, they
are also great for the student who
wants to take a cool-off class, to de-
velop and bring out inner talents.

Many high schools offer a crafts or
cooking course. While these classes
may be less demanding, they help
make students into individuals. Some
electives even polish a talent, bringing
out a student’s inner desire to create or
to fine-tune an artistic style.

For example, creative writing is a
typical course for writers who want to
expand their artistic horizons, while
photography, art, and design courses
can do the same.

Without electives, many agree that
school would feel like a daily routine
without excitement or change.

Michael Beil, a junior at Westfield
High School, remarked, “Electives are
really beneficial to the student body
because they give us choices, and that’s
similar to college.”

The college setting is more liberal
and less monotonous then a high school
routine, which can make students feel
bored.

However, is there a downside to the
freedom and exploration of electives?

A student, who chose to remain anony-
mous, responded, “I think, generally
speaking, Westfield High School has a
tendency to download college level
courses which has a significant impact
on the student, lessening their opportu-
nity for free time and to simply enjoy
their youth…Kids will get these courses
in a University. Why do they have to be
brought down to the High School level?”

I responded by saying that in
Westfield High School, one could take

comparative religion or anthropology,
which could prepare the student for
their future college careers. Some teen-
agers have the desire to learn now, so
they are not completely boggled in
college. Yes, the High School years are
a time when teenagers are learning
adult responsibility, but electives pose
no more of a threat to youthful activity
then a math or language course. In
addition, electives are not mandatory,
and a student who wishes to take up a
course outside their academic class
will do so willfully.  Most students will
not tackle an elective if their obliga-
tory courses are overwhelming. One
senior stated, “ I take pottery because
it gives me time to just rest during
school. It’s a nice break.”

We live in a society where education
is of the utmost importance. I believe
education runs hand in hand with indi-
vidualism, and because of this it is
important to let the student see all their
possibilities. A High School Midi
course may just pave the way for a
future music engineer, while a culinary
arts course may lead to a future restau-
rant owner. Wherever a student’s inter-
est lies, having the chance to experience
it can have a huge impact on future
decisions. In retrospect, had I not been
able to join the journalism program in
Westfield High School, I am not en-
tirely sure I would be writing this col-
umn right now. Life should be lived
with the rights to learn and experience,
and allowing students to make the deci-
sion to actively take part in their inter-
ests encourages a fulfilled lifetime of
knowledge and individuality.

SPFHS Biology Teacher
Named Education Fellow

HOME ON THE RANGE…Marion Jaskot, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School biology teacher and President of the Biology Teachers Association of
New Jersey, is pictured, above, heading out with a research party during her
summer experience as an Earthwatch Education Fellow, doing hands-on
fieldwork in the sagebrush of steppe of Idaho.

SCOTCH PLAINS – This sum-
mer, Marion Jaskot, a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) bi-
ology teacher and President of the
Biology Teachers Association of New
Jersey, participated in activities as
an Earthwatch Education Fellow.

She partnered with a volunteer busi-
nesswoman from Chicago, and
worked with Dr. Steven Seefeldt, a
government researcher at the United
States Sheep Experiment Station
(USSES) in Dubois, which is situated
on 28,000 acres of Idaho sagebrush.

Ms. Jaskot was responsible for
clipping, bagging, drying and weigh-
ing plants as a measure of biomass in
randomly determined areas around
the site identified using the Global
Positioning System via satellite.

She also assisted with seedling
experiments to determine if ground
covers could be spectrally analyzed
using satellite photography and a
portable computer system, thus re-
quiring minimal vegetation collec-
tion in future experiments.

Ms. Jaskot’s work was part of many
simultaneous experiments being
done by USSES scientists to deter-
mine the consequences of sheep graz-
ing and many other factors on the
sagebrush steppe ecosystem.

Research efforts at the Experiment
Station are designed to help sheep
producers reduce production costs
and maintain profitable operations
by increasing their understanding of
the nutrition, health, and reproduc-
tive needs of sheep and by helping to
control the variety of noxious weeds
that are infesting both public and
private rangelands in the West.

Ms. Jaskot is currently back in her
SPFHS classroom, where she is shar-
ing her field experiences with her
biology students, helping science
“come alive” for them.

In addition, she will apply her
experiences to her work on the Ex-
ecutive Board of the Native Plant
Society of New Jersey and with the
Partnership for New Jersey Plant
Conservation.

Ninety-Four Percent of WHS
Graduates Continue Education

WESTFIELD — A total of 94
percent of the Westfield High School
(WHS) Class of 2003 are pursuing
higher education this fall.

According to a statistical report
released by Dr. Cas Jakubik, Director
of Guidance, 84 percent are entering
four-year colleges and universities,
while 10 percent are attending two-
year colleges, and less than 1 percent
have entered vocational, business and
other post high school institutions.

The remainder have accepted em-
ployment or had future plans that were
undecided at the time of graduation.

Although the colleges selected are
from coast-to-coast, most of the col-
leges and universities chosen by the
Class of 2003 are located in the
eastern U.S. Two students were ac-
cepted to universities in Canada.

Some of the more popular out-of-
state colleges and universities se-
lected by this year’s graduates in-
clude: Loyola College (seven stu-
dents), Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity (six students), University of New
Hampshire (five students), Lehigh
University (five students), and Uni-
versity of Maryland (five students).

A total of 62 WHS graduates are
continuing their education in New Jer-
sey, with 30 attending four-year col-
leges and universities, 31 entering two-
year colleges, and one graduate ac-
cepted to a specialized technical school.

The most widely attended New
Jersey school is Rutgers, with 12
WHS graduates attending various
colleges within the university. Kean
University is next in enrollment, with
six students from WHS and
Monmouth University has five
Westfield graduates.

Princeton University is also on the
list of New Jersey schools attended
by a WHS Class of 2003 graduate.

Other Ivy League schools accept-
ing WHS graduates this year include
Brown, Columbia, Cornell,
Dartmouth, Harvard and University
of Pennsylvania. Looking at two-
year institutions, Union County Col-
lege welcomed 25 WHS graduates
this fall.

A complete list of colleges and
universities attended by the WHS
2003 graduating class is available on
www.westfieldnj.com/whs.

A total of 316 students (or 98
percent) received WHS diplomas this
year, including 12 students who at-
tended Special Education schools.

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hometown: Born in Newark, Mr.
Moriarty has been a resident of
Plainsboro for 18 years. He has lived
in Irvington,
Woodbridge Town-
ship, Edison and
other towns.

Education: Mr.
Moriarty received a
Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Philosophy
from St. Mary’s Uni-
versity of Maryland,
a Master of Arts de-
gree in Education
from New York Uni-
versity, a Master of
Arts degree in Coun-
seling from Seton
Hall University, and
his Doctoral Degree in Educational
Administration and Supervision
from Rutgers University.

Previous Experience: In the New
York City public school system, Mr.
Moriarty was responsible for teach-
ing Kindergarten through sixth
grades, as well as the middle school
grades. He coordinated the gifted
and talented program, lunch pro-
gram, and mathematics curriculum.
After he moved to New Jersey, he
became the principal of St. Pius X
Regional High School in Piscataway.
He has also served in that capacity,
at all grade levels, within the Town-
ship of Kingwood and Borough of
High Bridge districts, both in
Hunterdon County.

“I’ve had a lot of fun working
with teachers to create programs at
all levels,” Mr. Moriarty reported.

Transitioning into the world of pri-
vate business, Mr. Moriarty became
employed at CoreStates Bank, where
he worked his way up to a supervi-
sory position related to the office of
the president. When he, and other
employees became subject to the
bank’s downsizing through a merger
with First Union bank, he received an
outplacement position as a consult-
ant to people who had also been
impacted by the downsizing. In this
capacity for two years, Mr. Moriarty
helped the unemployed individuals
rework their résumés, relearn inter-
viewing skills and become accus-
tomed to the value of networking.

“It rekindled my love for counsel-
ing,” he stated.

For about one year, Mr. Moriarty
went to Rider University for gradu-
ate work. He has been at Westfield
High School (WHS) for five years.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: “Sometimes you know when
you have really made a difference.
They (students) come back and drop
you a little thank you note or just stop
by and ask you questions and talk to
you,” he said, adding that parents of
former students contact him for the
same reasons. When students are in
the eighth grade, Mr. Moriarty and
members of the guidance department
meet with them to facilitate the tran-
sition to WHS, and help them orga-
nize their schedules. By the time the
students have graduated from WHS,
Mr. Moriarty has known them for
four and a half years.

During his five years at the high
school, Mr. Moriarty has witnessed
the emotional impact of two specific
events: the 9/11 terrorist attacks and
the tragic death of student Greta
Schoenemann, which occurred ex-

actly one year later. After both events,
his office was flooded with students.

“We (department members) tried
to meet as many kids as we could,”
said Mr. Moriarty regarding Greta’s

death. “We went to
the funeral, and fol-
lowed through af-
terwards. The kids
still talk about it.
There was a differ-
ent impact for dif-
ferent students,
from freshmen to
seniors. There are
wonderful stories
of students who sat
with me to help
other students, not
specifically for the
counseling, but just
so they could sit and

talk about their feelings. It was a very
significant event. Everybody re-
sponded in a away that was really
supportive and gave many opportu-
nities for the youngsters, teachers
and administration to pull together.”

What I Love About the School
District: “I just love this district,” he
said. “This is one of the best districts
I have ever worked in. The Town of
Westfield is unique in that it is a
town with its own culture and feel-
ing. The amount of parental involve-
ment and parental support is abso-
lutely phenomenal. That’s part of
what makes this district so amazing,
along with the support of the ad-
ministrators. The district demands a
lot from its educators, but you never
mind giving all that you have. They
(the district) are sure to hire high-
quality educators. There is a vast
array of personalities and talents
and I’m never bored.”

Favorite Topic to Teach: Mr.
Moriarty enjoys teaching the juniors
how to develop their résumé writing
and interviewing skills. He loves
learning about and teaching history.

The Future of Education in
America: “I think it is absolutely
going in the right direction. What I
like most about working with young
people is that they are the future of
America. There is a lot of positive
energy. I see some world leaders
here,” he shared. “Education in
America is changing. It could be
different five or six years down the
road because of the innovations in
technology and all of the informa-
tion kids have to deal with. It could
be very exciting, but it could also be
a real pressure cooker. There are
more responsibilities and pressures
than 20 years ago. Also, funding
problems need to be overcome.

My Goals as an Educator: “I can
really be successful if I can help a
youngster learn to be successful in
society. As much as possible, I want
to help students become their own
self-advocates, to think for them-
selves and to be flexible and adapt.
This is a fast-paced, changing world.
My goal is to give them the confi-
dence level in themselves and teach
them to rely on themselves. Stu-
dents need to take what they’ve
learned and continue to learn. Yes,
they need good math skills and good
reading skills, but they also need
good thinking skills so that when
life changes, they will be ready to
make other decisions both volun-
tarily and when they have to.”

Home Life: Mr. Moriarty is mar-
ried to his wife, Pat.

Pingry School Schedules
Fall Open House Events

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP – The
Pingry School will open its doors this
fall to families who are interested in the
co-educational, K-12 independent
country day school with open house
events for its Lower School and Middle
and Upper Schools.

The Lower School campus in Short
Hills, which welcomes students in Kin-
dergarten through sixth grade, will host
its open house on Wednesdays, Octo-
ber 15 and November 19, and Tuesday,
December 9, each beginning at 8:30
a.m.

Each day’s program will feature a
tour of the building, a question-and-
answer session, and the opportunity
for parents to observe classes. Attend-
ees will be given information about the
Lower School’s curriculum, foreign

language instruction, computer tech-
nology, small class sizes, and available
before and after-school care.

For directions and information,
please call Short Hills campus Direc-
tor of Admission Sheila Ramirez at
(973) 379-4550.

The Upper and Middle School Open
House will be held on Sunday, October
19, with emphasis on the Middle School,
and Sunday, November 16, with em-
phasis on the Upper School. Both ses-
sions will commence with tours at 2
p.m., followed at 2:45 p.m. by welcom-
ing comments and panel discussions
about academics, extracurricular activi-
ties, athletics and student life.

For directions and more informa-
tion, please call Director of Admission
Sara Boisvert at (908) 647-6419.

First United Methodist Church, One East Broad Street, Westfield
Call Trent Johnson at (908) 233-4211 for information or come to a rehearsal!

ome sing with us!C
Oratorio Singers of Westfield

Trent Johnson, Director

Regular Monday Rehearsals begin January 5, 7:30-9:30 P.M.

Concert is Sunday, March 21, 2004 at 3  P.M.

Join us for workshop rehearsals
Saturday, October 18 & November 15

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

requiem
GiuseppeVerdi

Pasta Night Organized
By SP-F Music Boosters

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Music Boosters will
host a Pasta Night on Wednesday,
October 29, at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School cafeteria from
5 to 8 p.m.

Tickets, which should be purchased
in advance, are $5 in advance and $8
at the door for adults, $3 in advance
and $5 at the door for senior citizens,
and children under three years of age
are admitted free. The deadline for
ticket sales is Friday, October 24.

Ticket prices include pasta, salad
and bread, while desserts and bever-
ages are provided at an extra cost.

To purchase tickets, please call Jo
Gassler at (908) 789-9773, Dina
Smith at (908) 889-8036, Anita Wells
at (908) 654-5923, or Linda
Zebleckas at (908) 232-8151.

Marist College Honors
Nicole Manziano of SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – Marist Col-
lege in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. named
Scotch Plains resident Nicole
Manziano to the spring 2003 se-
mester Dean’s List.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Manziano, Nicole is a
member of the Class of 2004. She
is majoring in psychology/elemen-
tary education.

Far Brook

a small school
of uncommon quality

where education is
considered an Art.

Far Brook is a small,
coeducational day

school in Short Hills for
children from Nursery

through the Eighth
grade.  Since 1948, Far

Brook has offered its
students an innovative

and challenging
academic curriculum in

which great music,
literature and art are a

natural part of each
child’s daily life.

OPEN HOUSE
RSVP: (973) 379-3442

Far Brook School
52 Great Hills Road, Short Hills

All decisions on admissions are made
without regard to race, religion, sex or

national origin.

www.farbrook.org

Tuesday, October 28
Tuesday, December 2
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FAR BROOK SCHOOL

is a direct lender servicing all

of your mortgage financing

needs for 16 years.

Wall Street Financial Corporation

Karin Cabezas
Loan Officer

Office: 973-227-6000 x2085

Cell: 973-580-6476

Toll Free: 1-888-508-5626

“Understanding the quality

level of service that you expect and deserve.”

Wall Street Financial Corporation
75 Lane Road  Fairfield, New Jersey 07004

Credit Problems?

Looking to purchase a new home?

Please call today for a

free consultation.
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ZAZZALI, YOUNG, BREZNITSKY UNDULATE THE NET

No. 4 Raider Boys Shutout
Union Soccer Farmers, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another high school team became
a victim of a shutout at the feet of the
fourth-ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team. This time it was the Union

Farmers who were felled, 3-0, in
Scotch Plains on October 1 by the 7-
0 Raiders, who had shutout all their
previous opponents this season.

Freshman goalie Brian Meredith
made four saves to record his seventh
shutout. Backup goalie Chris Huether

relieved Meredith with seven min-
utes remaining in the game to pre-
serve the shutout. Union goalie Brett
Axelrod was credited with 11 saves,
including two fine, diving saves.

Senior Ed Zazzali packed power
behind four of his flip throw-ins and
had Axelrod concerned throughout
the game with his accuracy. In fact,
Zazzali scored the game’s first goal
with a flip throw-in from approxi-
mately 37-40 yards (diagonally) that
skipped off the fingertips of Axelrod
with only 2:27 off the clock.

In his soccer career, Zazzali has
been deceptively dangerous with his
flip throws and had scored from them
on two previous occasions, once at
varsity.

“I did it against Linden last year at
Linden,” Zazzali said.

As to his goal against Union, he
said, “I was throwing next to coach
(Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky)
and it sailed.”

With 13:12 remaining in the first
half, Raider Sean McNelis, charging
down the middle, slid the ball to
sophomore Sean Young who was
striding down the left side. Young
broke loose, beating the defender,

W B A
BASKETBALL

TRAVEL
TRYOUT

INFORMATION
Basketball tryouts are open to all Westfield students inter-
ested in playing travel basketball in 4th through 8th grades.
Typical commitment should include at least 1 practice and
1 or 2 games a week.  This is over and above playing in the
in-town Saturday program.  Gym availability dictates the
amount of time each team will be assigned.  In the event that
you make a travel team, there is an additional charge.

It is mandatory that you attend both tryout sessions.  Ex-
tenuating circumstances would need to be addressed on an
individual basis.  All participants need to register at the
tryouts at least 15 minutes prior to start time.  All players
should come dressed to play basketball.  All players should
bring water bottles (no screw off tops please) as we will ask
that everyone stays in the gym during the tryouts.

There will be a maximum of 2 teams selected by gender
and grade level depending on participation.  In grades
where there may not be enough players to support a
competitive team, grades may be combined in the same
manner as the tryouts.

OCTOBER 2003

For questions feel free to call the WBA at
(908) 654 - 6361, or you can contact Tom
Pickert at wba@westfieldnj.com

The WBA is also looking for women and
men interested in being Coaches and
Assistant Coaches for travel squads.

Tuesday Wednesday Thurdsay Friday

14 15 16 17

21 22 23 24

28 29 30

4th Boys: Roosevelt
6:00 - 7:30

8th Boys: Edison
7:00 - 9:00

5th Boys: Roosevelt
6:00 - 7:30

6th Boys: WHS
 Varsity  7:00 - 8:30

7th / 8th Girls: Edison
7:00 - 9:00

4th Boys: WHS
Varsity 7:00 - 8:30

8th Boys: WHS
Varsity 7:00 - 8:30

4th / 5th Girls:
Roosevelt 6:00 - 7:30

6th Girls: Roosevelt
7:30 - 9:00

7th / 8th Girls: Edison
7:00 - 9:00

5th Boys: Roosevelt
6:00 - 7:30

6th Boys: WHS
Varsity 7:00 - 8:30

4th / 5th Girls:
Roosevelt 6:00 - 7:30

7th Boys: WHS
Varsity 7:00 - 8:30

7th Boys: Edison
 7:00 - 9:00

6th Girls: Roosevelt
7:30 - 9:00

NOTE:  All times are PM

WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

TUES. OCTOBER 14th - 8:00 PM

At the Municipal Building:
Community Room / Conference Room

The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for
the 2004 baseball season.  Anyone interested in addressing the
board is welcome to attend the meeting or contact the board
directly at westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the
WBL Board of Directors for the 2004 season:

TITLE
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
University League
Major League
International League
Registration
10-Year-Old League
9-Year-Old League
8-Year-Old League
7-Year-Old League
6-Year-Old League
Equipment / Uniforms
Sponsors / Fund Raising

NAME
Frank Fusaro
Gary Fox
Kevin Marino
Jay Anderson
Matt Isabella
Gary Fox / Frank Fusaro
Phil Russo
Matt Isabella
Jeff Ryan
Andrew Thompson
Jim Reardon
Leo White
John Monaghan
Greg Gradel
Steve Macri

LUDMER SCORES, SHELMAN NETS GAME WINNER

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Cage
Metuchen Lady Bulldogs, 2-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inconsistency on the field can make
a game difficult; however, in the
game of soccer the end result is to put
the ball in the goal more often than
your competitor. Despite being in-
consistent, the 6-2 Westfield High
School girls soccer team squeezed
past Metuchen, 2-0, in Westfield on
October 3.

The first Blue Devil goal came in
the first half when Aly Ludmer drilled
a kick into the upper right corner. The
deciding goal came with three min-
utes remaining in the second half
when Tri-Captain Laura Shelman
buried the ball into the net on a header.

“It was a difficult game today,” said

Head Coach Peter Giordano. “What
ended up happening was plain and
simple. We controlled the first half,
came back, had some opportunities,
but we just didn’t put them away.
Then in the second half, we looked
good in the first 10 minutes, then; it
went flat. Metuchen out-hustled us
and we played panic soccer. We didn’t
see people. We just kicked the ball.
They came close to scoring a couple
of times, but then we settled down
toward the end and put a little more
pressure on them. But it all really
comes down to being consistent.”

The Blue Devils took the attack to
the Bulldogs immediately in the first
half and proceeded to dictate offen-
sive policy with a goal at 35:05.

Stephanie Bridgeman crossed the ball
to the front of the box to Melissa
Rosen stationed at the far post. Rosen

COCOZZIELLO GETS 2 TDS, BLACKMON RUSHES 120 YDS

Blue Devils Get Back the Fire,
Muffle Bulldog Gridders, 14-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What a difference a week can
make! After being sapped by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood last week, the
Westfield High School football team
came out snarling and shutout the
M.X. Shabazz Bulldogs, 14-0, at
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Oc-
tober 4. The 1-3 Blue Devils out-
blocked, outran, out-played and “out-
attituded” the 0-4 Bulldogs.

The Blue Devils’ offensive line
did what they had to do, pushing the
Bulldog defense backwards, and run-

ning back Tyshon Blackmon refused
to be taken down with just one tackle
and gained 120 yards on 14 carries,
which included a 38-yard run around
the right side in the fourth quarter.

“I had a lot of energy today. I knew
we had to get it done. We were 0-3.
We couldn’t finish the rest of our
schedule with losses,” said
Blackmon. “Our line was opening
up holes big enough to drive a truck
through.”

Quarterback Jan Cocozziello, who
rushed 75 yards on 11 carries, scored
touchdown runs of one yard and 34
yards in the first half.

“The whole offense was execut-
ing,” said Cocozziello. “Tyshon was
running hard. He was going through
people. I even thought he broke one,”
referring to Blackmon’s 38-yard gal-
lop.

Westfield totaled 235 yards on the
ground. Fullback Bart Walsh also
contributed 39 yards on 11 carries.

Cocozziello had three receptions in
seven attempts for 34 yards, which
included a 21-yard strike to Brad
Trzesniowski, an eight-yard recep-
tion by Bryan Power and a five-yard
completion to Tom DelDuca; how-
ever, he was intercepted twice in the
second half.

Westfield’s defense bent somewhat
but did not break by stopping the
Bulldogs’ offensive punch led by
Barry Pinckney – 13 carries for 91
yards – when it was needed. Addi-
tionally, Cocozziello and Dan Clark
had two interceptions apiece and
senior defensive end Montel Glasco,
recovered a Shabazz fumble and re-
corded an eight-yard sack.
Trzesniowski recorded a 12-yard sack
in the fourth quarter.

“We were hitting. We were deter-
mined,” commented Glasco. “Our
defense came together.”

Westfield’s first scoring drive came

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Johnson Crusaders Bury
Devils, 4-0, in F. Hockey

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What was supposed to be a highly
anticipated showdown turned out to
be a rout as the A.L. Johnson High
School girls field hockey team bur-
ied host Westfield, 4-0, on October
11. Erin Suckiel connected twice
and Lauren Hirsh had three assists
for the 7-1-1 Crusaders and keeper
Stephanie Parrott made three saves.

A very strong and experienced
Crusader defensive unit was nothing
less than a wall of defiance to the
Blue Devils, who entered the game
with a 5-1-1 record. Blue Devil keeper
Jen Frost halted four shots.

“Johnson outplayed us from the
whistle, they just kept attacking and
I think our kids played on their heels
the whole game,” said Head Coach
Maggie McFadden. “It was a very

poor performance on our part and an
excellent performance on Clark’s
part. We have to play 60 minutes and
they can’t decide to start playing 20
minutes into the game. We haven’t
really started the game playing as
well as we finish the last couple of
games, so hopefully that’s a lesson
our girls took from this.”

Utilizing speed and aggressiveness,
the Crusaders hit pay dirt with just
4:58 off the clock when Janna Koch,
on an assist from Hirsh, caused un-
dulations in the net. The Crusaders
maintained pressure and spent the
next three minutes causing havoc,
then Suckiel, on an assist from Hirsh,
took the ball and blazed it into the
right side of the net to up the lead to
2-0.

With 11:02 off the clock, Allison
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www.parkerplants.comwww.parkerplants.com

1325 Terrill Road,  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Cal l for information:   908-322-5555908-322-5555  
Press “5” for directions ❀ Press “6” for special events 

Monday - Saturday 7am-5pm ❀ Sunday 9am-5pm

Come in today and also discover our complete landscaping 
services including: DESIGN ❀ BUILD ❀ PLANTING

25% OFF25% OFF
Any Single Item 

Priced Over $200*

35% OFF35% OFF
Any Single Item 

Priced Over $500*

* Cannot be combined with any 
coupons or other promotional offers. Valid through Oct. 21, 2003.

Fabulous Fall values on a great assortment of:
❀ Fountains ❀ Arbors ❀ Garden Sculptures ❀ Specimen Trees

total 
priceprice

 Over  Over 10001000  To Choose From!  To Choose From!

All The All The 
Pumpkins You Pumpkins You 
Can Carry . . .Can Carry . . .

*See store for details.*See store for details.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING IT OUR WAY…Blue Devil Tri-captain Laura Shelman storms into
Bulldog country, then bashed in a header off a Gio Palatucci corner kick to earn
Westfield a, 2-0  victory over Metuchen.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINDING DELDUCA FOR A 5-YARD COMPLETION…Blue Devil quarterback Jan Cocozziello, No. 12, tosses to Tom
DelDuca, No. 2, for a five-yard completion against the Shabazz Bulldogs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING HELD BACK…Raider forward Sean McNelis, No. 13, discovers that a
Farmer has a hold on his left arm as he approaches the ball.

WBA BASKETBALL
Travel Tryout Information

Third Tryout For All 5th Grade Boys

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30TH

Roosevelt School • 6:00pm - 7:30pm
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passed toward the front post where
Ludmer drilled it right into the back
of the net.

“The first goal today came on a
corner kick,” explained Bridgeman.
“It went far, so I was playing out
wide and basically returned the ball
back in to Aly, who shot it in. On the
other goal, it was also on a corner
kick where I hit it back out wide and
we scored from there.”

The bulk of the game took place
around midfield; however, the Blue
Devils did break away on a few occa-
sions and launched an adequate
amount of shots on goal. Then in the
43rd minute, Shelman, positioned in
front of the net, bashed a header past
the keeper on a corner kick from Gio
Palatucci.

“I was very frustrated with my
corner kicks today because I was
missing a lot today,” said Shelman.
“But on this particular boot from
Gio, she returned the kick to me as I
ran in to the far post. I simply flicked
the ball behind the keeper.”

As to the second half Shelman
added, “We had a little bit of a break-
down. We finally got organized,
pulled ourselves together and got
back into playing our game. That
was a real plus for us, because we
were able to get organized on the
field by ourselves without pulling
people off.”

Summarizing, Giordano said, “We
get one in and they just get compla-
cent with it. We’re up 1-0 and we’re
going to win, and you can’t do that. A
good team will turn around and put
two, three goals in on you. You get

one, you must get hungry and get two.
I keep stressing that to them. Some-
times it works and sometimes it
doesn’t. Again, it’s the competition.
When they started putting pressure on
us, it woke them up a little bit.”
Metuchen 0 0 0
Westfield 1 1 2

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Cage
Metuchen Lady Bulldogs. 2-0
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SILVEIRA, RODRIGUES NET GOALS

Comet Boys ‘Cruz’ Past
UC Soccer Vikings, 3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring a wealth of young, tal-
ented freshmen and sophomores, the
Union Catholic High School boys
soccer team was nipped, 3-2, by Hill-
side in a game that had a wild and
furious second-half and was climaxed
with a sudden goal by forward
Goncelo Cruz, who netted all of the
Comets’ goals. Junior Rai Silveira
and freshman Danny Rodrigues
scored the Vikings’ goals.

Silveira scored the first goal 15
minutes into the first half when he
lifted a deflection off Comet goalie
Dave Cunha into the upper center of
the net. Sophomore Mike Seamon set
up the goal by charging down the
right side and ripping a shot off Cunha.

“Seamon set him up with a beauti-
ful shot from the right wing and he
just tapped it in,” explained Viking
Head Coach Joe DeOliveira.

Two minutes later, Cruz launched
a free kick from 23 yards out that
deflected off a Viking defender and
into the net for the tie. With 2:37
remaining in the half, Cruz ripped a
left-footed shot into the net to give
the Comets a 2-1 lead.

At the beginning of the second half,
Cruz put Viking goalie Chris Varga to
the test once again, forcing him to
scramble to his right to stop a vicious
shot. For an additional 20 minutes,
Varga was busy, but the tide changed
when Rodrigues connected on a cross
into the box midway through the half.

“It was a switch from the left full-
back, all the way to the right wing,”

described DeOliveira. “He was at the
right place at the right time.”

For several minutes, Viking attack-
ers Seamon, Matt Cunha, Rodrigues
and Matt Piorier took charge, pen-
etrated the box and shelled the goalie.
Later, Seamon made a fine lead to
Rodrigues, scooting down the right.
Rodrigues outran the defender, leav-
ing only Comet goalie Cunha in his
path. Rodrigues ripped a diagonal
shot that missed just to the left.

For a moment, the Vikings thought
they would take a 3-2 lead when
Seamon and Comet goalie Cunha
collided at the goal and Seamon pro-
ceeded to mow the ball and Cunha
over the goal line. Unfortunately, the
goal was disallowed. However, mo-
ments later, in one brief instant, with
2:40 remaining, Comet Linden
Vukdedaj looped the ball into the
box to Cruz, who then tapped the ball
into the net for the winning goal.

“We were dealing with a forward
who is an excellent forward. We kept
him pretty much under tight cover-
age, but all it takes is a couple of
seconds and that’s all he needed,”
said coach DeOliveira of Cruz’s ex-
ploits. “He is a man by himself.”

DeOliveira added, “Six of these
players are from the Super Y League.
They are all freshmen and sopho-
mores. We have a lot of promise
coming up. As far as teamwork, I’m
very satisfied with the way my team
was playing. We had our chances
too. It could have gone either way.”
Hillside 2 1 3
Union Catholic 1 1 2

Severage, assisted by Hirsh, banged
in a goal. Then, with just 15 seconds
remaining in the half, more lightning
struck again when Suckiel converted
on Hirsh’s corner shot.

“We did some good things but we
followed up with bad things and on
certain plays, we didn’t finish,” ex-
plained Tri-Captain Meridith
Rucinsky. “We needed to move faster

because they were beating us to the
ball, but we just couldn’t put it to-
gether. Our middle of the field col-
lapsed and they went right through it
and, as a result, scored three times in
the first 15 minutes. I think we got
discouraged, so we slowed down and
gave up a little. We didn’t pick up our
mental again until halftime. In the
second half, we came out more re-
freshed, but sometimes you find your-
self in a hole that you can’t get out of.
We had higher hopes coming into
this game, so we are very upset and
disappointed with our play today.”

The Blue Devils made it a more
even game in the second half by
making better cuts and creating bet-
ter scoring opportunities, taking the
ball to their strong side.

“I think they were embarrassed,”
said McFadden. “They know that
they are not that bad of a team as the
score indicated in the first half. They
wanted to prove to themselves that
they can play with Clark, and they
did. But, when you get down 4-0 in
hockey, that’s quite a score to over-
come in a single half. Clark did, so
it’s not impossible, it’s just that you
actually have to play a very good
game at that point, which is some-
thing we really didn’t put together.”

McFadden added, “Clark played
the game better with their feet than
we did. They were moving, they
were getting the ball to the proper
side of their body and were correct-
ing mistakes with their feet instead
of their sticks and I think we got
caught with a lot of our bad habits
being exposed. Hopefully, we can
learn from this game.”

A. L. Johnson Crusaders Bury
Blue Devils, 4-0, in F. Hockey
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Viking Boys Blank
Soccer Crusaders, 3-0
The Union Catholic High School

boys soccer team improved its record
to 3-1 with a 3-0 win over host Bound
Brook on September 30. Senior Matt
Poirier netted two goals and sopho-
more Mike Seamon fired in a goal
and had two assists for the Vikings.

Last year, the Vikings and the Cru-
saders had a share of the Mountain
Valley Mountain Division crown. The
Vikings had an overtime win in
Scotch Plains, then the Crusaders
evened the series at home.

After a scoreless first half, Poirier,
on Seamon’s assist, rippled the net
five minutes into the second half.
Midway through the half, Seamon,
assisted by Matt Cunha, made the
score 2-0. Later, Poirier, assisted by
Seamon, added the third goal. Sopho-
more keeper Chris Varga made 10
saves for the Vikings.

Happy with his young team’s per-
formance and potential, Viking Head
Coach Joe DeOliveira pointed out,
“We have six players playing for the
Super Y League, which is a nation-
wide league.”
Union Catholic 0 3 3
Bound Brook (2-2) 0 0 0

High School Boys
Soccer Results:

OCTOBER 1:
Westfield 3, Irvington 1

Brendan Egan, Matt Sofka and
Dan Mahoney netted goals for the 3-
3 Blue Devils and Lee Tomasso had
two assists.

Kearny 4, Linden 3
Mike Millar scored three goals for

No. 3 Kearny. Awal Mohammed, Pat
Thomas and Tim Dos Santos scored
for the 6-1-1 Tigers.

OCTOBER 3:
Westfield 1, St. Joseph’s 0

Billy Schoenbach scored in over-
time for the 4-3 Blue Devils and Jeff
Greenlaw made five saves.

Kearny 3, Elizabeth 1
Mike Millar netted two goals for

the No. 3, 8-0, Kardinals.
OCTOBER 4:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 1,
Bridgewater-Raritan 0

Ryan Breznitsky, on a cross from
Greg Leischner, scored for the 8-0
Raiders. Keeper Bryan Meredith had
eight saves.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING PAST A BULLDOG…Gio Palatucci played with an aggressive
appetite and was a key player in the Westfield victory. Palatucci fired a corner
kick to Shelman who in turn found the Metuchen net on October 2 in Westfield.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING HER OUT OF OUR WAY…Blue Devils Lauren Purdy, No. 10, and
Michelle Markowski, No.12, bounce a Crusader. Despite their aggressive ways,
Westfield suffered a, 4-0, set back in Westfield on October 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO AVOID A COMET…Viking Mike Bento, No. 6, tries to weave
around a Comet defender. The Comets won a, 3-2, thriller.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033

Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2002, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $1,250,000 Westfield                                                   $925,000

Scotch Plains $349,000 Cranford                                                    $339,900

Updated, well maintained 15 room Wychwood colonial.  5 bedrooms,
4 fireplaces, updated custom kitchen and more.  WSF2758

Enchanting, spacious Wychwood cottage colonial.  5 bdrms, 3.1 baths,
great kit w/ adj fam rm, liv rm w/ fplc, din rm, den & more.  WSF2691

Perfection plus.  Gracious 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath centerhall colonial.
Close to schools, park.  Large kitchen, new appliances.  WSF2794

Spacious 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath expanded ranch.  Oversized lot.  Large
family room, rec room with fireplace, 1st floor master.  WSF2895

Picture perfect 1920’s colonial.  Located in desirable area within walk-
ing to town, trains, buses, schools.  Many updates.  WSF2885

Stunning contemporary on almost an acre of property.  6 bedrooms,
4.1 new baths, gourmet kitchen, The finest appointments.  WSF2393

Westfield                                                   $899,000

Mountainside                                         $1,450,000
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No. 4 Raider Boys Shutout
Union Soccer Farmers, 3-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

and launched a left-footed shot into
the upper left of the net for his first
varsity goal.

“It was a good ball played through
past the defender. I was running hard
and I just let it go with my left foot,”
explained Young. “The goal keeper
was out of place and it slid in on the
left corner. It feels good!”

Early in the second half, with 31:15
on the clock, senior Ryan Breznitsky
was awarded a penalty kick from
about 12 yards out. Breznitsky made
his approach and skid the ball into
the lower right side of the net for the
final goal.

Breznitsky, who has been extremely
accurate with penalty kicks in his

four-year varsity experience, said, “I
won’t tell you I have any special spot
in case any other teams read this. I just
get up there and I try to read the
keeper, basically, look at his eyes, see
what his movements are. From that
point on, I make my decision.”

Breznitsky also had some good
things to say about the play of fresh-
man keeper Meredith. “I absolutely
think he’s earning his keep, seven
games, seven shutouts. As a fresh-
man, he’s on the way to breaking all
of Brad Lowyn’s records. You can’t
ask for much more than that from a
freshman goalkeeper.”
Union 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 1 3

late in the first quarter on a seven-
play 46-yard march, which was con-
cluded with Cocozziello’s one-yard
hook around the left side with 1:15
on the clock. Paul Goldweitz con-
nected with the point after.

Late in the second quarter, the Blue
Devils took over possession on their
own 12-yard line and plowed 88 yards
to pay dirt in 11 plays, concluding
with Cocozziello faking a handoff,
faking a pass and zipping 34 yards
into the end zone with 1:30 left in the
half. Goldweitz nailed the extra point.

As to his 34-yard touchdown run,
Cocozziello chuckled and said,”
Watching too much Michael Vick on
TV.”

Three fumbles, five interceptions

and several penalties dictated policy
the entire second half, but the Blue
Devils went with the flow and jammed
the Bulldog offense. Cocozziello’s
second interception ended the Bull-
dogs’ last attempt at a score.

“We’ve had a couple of close
games. Last week was a bad game
for us. There were a lot of injuries
last week. It’s not easy to come out
and practice hard every day when
you are 0-3, but I credit these kids for
coming back,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Ed Tranchina.

The Blue Devils will travel to Lin-
den tomorrow night, October 10, to
face the Tigers at 7 p.m.
Shabazz 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 7 7 0 0 14

Blue Devils Get Back the Fire,
Muffle Bulldog Gridders. 14-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Local High School Girls
Varsity Tennis Results:
SEPTEMBER 30:

Westfield 5, Cranford 0
First singles: Nikki Reich d. Kristin
Zuravnsky, 6-1, 6-2
Second singles: Jessica Bender d.
Sabrina Fields, 6-1, 6-0
Third singles: Lane Maloney d. Mary
Brown, 6-1, 6-1
First doubles: Meredith Kender and Lind-
say Goldberg d. Katherine McCarthy
and Lauren D’Elia, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Megan Camillo and
Katie Gorman d. Andrea Krenek and Jen
Mitchell, 6-0, 6-0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3, Linden 2
First singles: Micah Hatulan (L) d. Carly
Heintz, 6-3, 3-0 (default)
Second singles: Joan Hatulan (L) d. Sh-
annon Gomes, 6-0, 6-3
Third singles: Courtney Burke (S) d.
Asha Bryant, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Cara Hurley and Shannon
Hassett (S) d. Jana Gajdosova and Bar-
bara Pas, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Sara Woods and Ayana
Brody (S) d. Kryste Williams and Nkechi
Ugoji, 6-0, 6-0

OCTOBER 2:
Westfield 5, Elizabeth 0
First singles: Megan Camillo d. Jen Tang,
6-2, 6-0
Second singles: Lindsay Goldberg d.
Emily Sanchez, 6-1, 6-0
Third singles: Rachel Louie d. Liz
Barrantes, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Kimberly Lam and Caitlin

Towey d. Margareth Vargas and Janki
Patel, 8-1, 8-0
Second doubles: Caroline Luppescu and
Katie Gorman d. Maritza Hildago and
Aline Nombe, 8-1

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 5, East Side 0
First singles: Carly Heinz d. Maria
Fernandez, 6-1, 6-0
Second singles: Kiza Katz d. Marlene
Salas, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Ayana Brody d. Andrea
Savlao, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Cara Hurley and Shannon
Hassett d. Veronica Ortiz and Maria
Munoz, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Jessica Vinkiewicz and
Hyojin Park d. Annell Lopez and Heloise
Amancio, 6-0, 6-0

OCTOBER 3:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 4, Union 1
First singles: Fatima Gramatica (U) d.
Carley Heinz, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Shannon Gomes (S) d.
Samantha Curvin, 6-1, 6-1
Third singles: Courtney Burke (S) d.
Chanel Alexander, 6-1, 6-1
First doubles: Karina Gotliboym and
Joanna Rosenberg (S) d. Katelyn Banks
and Krysten Chen, 6-3, 6-0
Second doubles: Dani Finkel and Octavia
Gomes (S) d. Melissa Field and Mary
Kate Zagu, 6-0, 6-2

Westfield 5, Irvington 0
First singles: Danielle Coleman d.
Emmanuela Athias, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Nikki Reich d.
Emmanuela Renaldo, 6-0, 6-1
Third singles: Jessica Bender d.
Eramene Clerjiste, 6-1, 6-1
First doubles: Katherine Kielar and
Michelle Morawski d. Trang Doung and
Adetouri Oyebade, 6-0, 6-1
Second doubles: Lauren Steller and Lane
Maloney d. Joevel Edwards and
Kassandra Piercin, 6-0, 6-0

County High School
Football Results:

OCTOBER 3:
Cranford 15, Linden 8

Michael Henderson grabbed a 25-
yard TD reception to put the Tigers
ahead, but Bryan Giannechini caught
a 36-yard TD pass from Chris Drechsel
to give the 4-0 Cougars the win.
Linden (1-2) 0 0 0 8 8
Cranford 7 0 0 8 15

OCTOBER 4:
Irvington 12, Plainfield 8

Todd Dorcelus grabbed a 25-yard
TD pass with seven seconds left for
Irvington. Shevroy Green had a 15-
yard TD run for Plainfield.
Plainfield (2-2) 0 0 0 8 8
Irvington (3-1) 0 6 0 6 12

Ridge 37, Governor Livingston 0
Matt Mullen had four TDs for 3-0

Ridge.
Ridge  7 21  3 6 37
Gov. Livingston  0   0  0 0 0

Immaculata 7, A. L. Johnson 6
Mark Washington had a 70-yard

TD run for ALJ.
Immaculata (2-1) 0 7 0 0 7
Johnson (2-1) 0 6 0 0 6

High School Girls
Soccer Results:

SEPTEMBER 30:
Ridge 2, Union Catholic 1

Sue Vogt and Melissa Seitz each
scored for the No. 4, 5-0 Red Devils.
Amanda Pitts scored for the 4-1 Vi-
kings.
Governor Livingston 6, Rahway 1

Chrissy Sidie fired in five goals for
the 3-2 Highlanders and Meredith
Talbot added a goal and two assists.

Oak Knoll 9, Roselle Catholic 0
Jen and Elizabeth Redmond each

netted three goals for the No. 15
Royals. Jen added four assists and
Elizabeth had one.

OCTOBER 1:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 5, Union 0

Jenna Balestriere, Michelle
Fischer, Allie Hambleton, Jessie
Sapienza and Kelly Rigano scored
for the 6-0 Raiders

OCTOBER 2:
Governor Livingston 5, A. L.
Johnson 0

Chrissy Sidie nailed three goals
for the 4-2 Highlanders while
Meredith Talbot had a goal and two
assists and Danielle McCann netted
a goal and an assist.

OCTOBER 3:
Union Catholic 1, A. L. Johnson 0

Lara Kaminski scored the winning
goal for the 6-1 Vikings.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLDING BACK THE BULLDOGS…Blue Devils Marc Dowling, No. 33, and
Montel Glasco, No. 60, pull down a Bulldog. Glasco also had a fumble recovery.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO SCOOT THE BALL THROUGH…Raider Ed Zazzali, No. 3, tries
to scoot the ball forward to teammate A. J. Appezzato, No. 2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE ROOTIN’ RAIDER ROUSERS…This group of Raider rousers show their
school spirit and have their own way of rooting for their favorite teams.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUGE IMPACT ON THE VICTORY…Blue Devil halfback Tyshon Blackmon,
No. 6, rushed 120 yards on 14 carries, including a 38-yard scoot.

Seller Satisfaction Survey
For over 44 years it has always been about

one thing . . . Client Satisfaction.

We believe we provide the service to keep you as a
client-for-life; and over 94% of our clients agree:

“ . . . the most honest, kindest . . . professional agent
we have ever engaged . . .”

“ . . . she exempified honesty, integrity, and
professionalism . . . she has come through for us two

out of two times.  She is superb!”

“ . . . made an otherwise stressful first home purchase
easy.  She always went out of her way . . .

a pleasure.
“ . . . a class act who obviously takes

pride in her work.”

“I saw a clear distinction between how Burgdorff
conducts business and how Realtors from other

agencies work . . .”
“ . . . I would highly recommend using

Burgdorff, ERA again . . .”

“ . . . I have never regretted my decision to work with
her . . . she represents professional at its best . . .”

Burgdorff Realtors, ERA.    Selling “Your Town” . . . one yard at a time.

Westfield Office  •  600 North Avenue W.  •  (908) 233-0065
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Westfield PAL A Boys Blank
Berkeley Heights Boys, 12-0

STRUGGLING FOR EXTRA YARDS…Westfield PAL A quarterback, Kevin
Neylan, No. 13, with the help of Ryan Scanlon struggles for extra yardage
against Berkeley Heights. Westfield won, 12-0.

The Westfield PAL Football A
Team improved its record to 4-0 with
a 12-0 road win over a gritty Berke-
ley Heights squad on October 5.

Westfield opened the game with a
65-yard scoring drive highlighted by
a 34-yard dash by Mike Phillips be-
hind the blocks of Ryan Scanlon and
Josh Gribbin. Eddie Simmons and
Ryan Brand, who crossed the goal
line on a two-yard blast, also had
strong runs.

In the second quarter, Westfield
defensive end, John Dugan, recorded
his fourth blocked punt of the season
giving Westfield the ball at the Ber-
keley Heights 39-yard line.
Westfield’s offensive march was set

back by a holding penalty, however
QB, Kevin Neylan cashed in on a
third-and-20 challenge with a clutch
35-yard TD toss to Eddie Simmons
for a 12-0 lead.

Defense ruled the remainder of the
game as Dugan continued his stellar
season with two QB sacks and sev-
eral tackles. Defensive linemen Joe
Vall-llobera and Tommy Wansaw,
linebackers Austin Rolnick, Patrick
Stanley and Scott Newman and backs
Charlie Read, Mike Wikander and
Simmons contributed multiple tack-
les.

Westfield returns to Kehler Sta-
dium on October 12 at 1:15 p.m. to
face Perth Amboy.

Blue Devil DW Team Ties
Cranford Grid Kids, 7-7

The Westfield Blue Devils DW
football team, although carrying a 7-
0 lead at the half, finished in a 7-7 tie
with Cranford on October 4. Offen-
sive center Ryan Elliot, guards Nicho-
las Arnold and Kyle Kania, and tack-
les Jonathan Nanna, Nicholas
Callello and Ryan Marsh kept
Cranford from registering a sack.

On Westfield’s first possession,
wingback Brando Vassallo ran a
seven-yard sweep. Colin Barber, who
finished with 45 yards, pounded the
middle for nine yards. Quarterback
Patrick Dyer followed with seven-
yard sneak. However, the drive stalled
on the Cranford 36.

Westfield got its second posses-
sion on their 35-yard line. Dyer
blasted ahead for six yards, then
running backs Vassallo, Troy
Skibitsky and Tim Walsh each sliced
through for 12 yards. Next, tight end
Brendan Dugan took a double re-
verse fake and scooted 48 yards to
the Cranford nine. On the next play,
Charlie Callinan took a full double
reverse into the end zone.

Defensive tackle Michael Carlino
recorded two quarterback sacks. De-
fensive backs Thomas Ross, Austin
Slifer, Dillon Rollnick, Justin Ricardo
and Conor Chopey contributed touch-
down saving tackles. Lineman An-
thony Amatucci, Joseph Salmon,
Michael D’Antico and linebackers
JP Gilmartin, Taylor Friss and Brian

Fritz broke up the Cranford passing
game.

In the second half, Dyer led the
offensive attack with a 35-yard op-
tion and Gilmartin ran a seven-yard
reverse before turning the ball over
on downs. Cranford scored a late
touchdown for the tie.

Westfield will travel to Millburn
High School this Sunday at 9 a.m.

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results

A spokeswoman for the Scotch Hills
Women’s Golf Association of Scotch
Plains announced the results of the
“Ironing Day Irons Only” tournament
held September 30.

FLIGHT A:
Low gross: Marge Grimmer 46
Low net: Grimmer 33
Second: Joanne Voci 38
Third: Carol Nichols, Elsie
Blanchette and Drina Erhard 39

FLIGHT B:
Low gross: Jeanette Walker 55
Low net: Walker 33
Second: Pat Herring 36
Third: Gert Simons 37

FLIGHT C:
Low gross: Nancy Phares 54
Low net: Phares 31
Second: Mary Hughes 37
Third: Martha McCaskie 38

Low Putts: Grimmer and Voci 12
Chip in: Hole 4 – Phyllis Coumbe,
hole 6 – Pat Kelk, Hole 8 – Grimmer

STATE CHAMPIONS…Creative Industries of the Union County Senior 60+
Softball League recently won the New Jersey State title. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; Ray Cozzarelli, Bill Ritchie, Rich Vitaliano, Jim Steiner and
Dick DiMuro; middle row, Demo Cervelli, Don Robertson, Alan Schulman, Sy
Feingold and Dom Deo; back row, Ed Ganczewski, Charlie Lehman, Art
Kopacz, George Merlo, John McCarthy and Joe Addochio. Missing are Howard
Jones and Norm Stumpf.

Cranford Edges
Westfield Gymnasts

The Cranford High School gym-
nastics team edged Westfield, 99.45-
98.5, on October 3 in Cranford. Cou-
gar Bridget Murphy took top honors
in the vault at 9.35 and the floor
exercises at 9.2 and placed second on
the uneven bars with a score of 8.05.

Blue Devil Stacy Osborne tied for
first on the balance beam with team-
mate Kathryn Brucia and Cougar
Olivia Cathart, all earning an 8.15.
Osborne also placed second in the
vault with an 8.5 and Brucia took
third on the bars with a 7.95.

Blue Devil Elizabeth Falzon
grabbed first on the bars with an 8.1
and also tied with Cathcart for third
on the floor with a score of 8.5. Blue
Devil Claire Macdonald placed sec-
ond on the floor at 8.75 and third on
the beam at 8.05, and teammate
Jessica Sussman took third in the
vault at 8.2.

 

Fanwood Borough Frost Is On the Pumpkin 
But you are warm and 
cozy nestled in front of 
your fireplace. This main-
tenance free home boasts 
hardwood floors, master 
bedroom suite with full 
bath and lots of space for 
everyone. Move in and 
enjoy the serenity of this 
picturesque property. 
Hurry, this one won’t last. 

Parker Real Estate 
403 Hwy 202, PO Box 7 
Flemington, NJ 08822-0007 

Priced at $379,975 

(908) 782-5666 

High School Girls
Field Hockey:

SEPTEMBER 30:
Oak Knoll 6, Governor
Livingston 0

Meredith Callahan and Courtney
Hubschmann, with two goals
apiece, led the 20th-ranked Roy-
als.

OCTOBER 2:
Westfield 4, Union 0

Emily Printz flicked in two goals
while Meredith Rucinsky and
Lorena Zamerelli each added a
goal for the 5-1-1 Blue Devils. Jen
Frost had three saves.

A. L. Johnson 4, Mount St. Mary 0
Jessica Magill scored a goal and

an assist for the 6-1-1 Crusaders.
Oak Knoll 4, Ridge 0

Kate Hardin netted three goals
for the Royals.

NJ Sports Pics, LLC (Jim O’Connor) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANGEROUS PUNT RETURNER…Rutgers football player Nathan Jones, a
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, prepares to return a punt in
the game against Virginia Tech on October 4.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com
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Expertly Installed

New & Repairs
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PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.

��������	
�������
��������������

������	�������	�������	�������


����	��������	��	�	�����������


���������	����	��������

�������
�

	�

�

����

������
�

���
�

	���

Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION
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NO 2ND GUESSING, “INVEST WITH THE BEST”

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Paver Brick Driveways
Walks & Patios

Stone Retaining Walls
New Plantings

Drainage Systems
Masonry Work

Serving Westfield
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey
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FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
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✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

������

RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

Fully Insured  •  FREE Estimates

PAVING

908-753-7281

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
Family Owned & Operated

OLIVER A

PAVING

����������	��������
�����������	�	�����

GLENN AIREL
732-548-1783 • 732-259-8776

CONSTRUCTION CORP.

CUSTOM BUILDER AND GENERAL CONTRACTOR

�� � ����

DON’T GET CAUGHT UP IN ANY SALES PITCH. MEET THE
MOST HONEST CONTRACTOR OF ALL. DON’T SIGN ANY
THING UNTIL YOU MEET GLENN.

REATG
DDITIONSA

• Marble & Granite Fabricators •

“Looking forward to doing business with you.  Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-232-5300
Fax: 908-233-5655

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

e e

Castle Keep, Inc.
BUILDING AND RESTORATION

castlebuilder@verizon.net414 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD  • 908-232-8965

Free In-Home Project
Evaluations & Estimates

General & Mechanical Construction
Carpentry • Custom Millwork & Cabinetry

Masonry / Tile & Stone Setting
Roofing / Weatherproofing • Decks / Patios

Offering Professional . . . Residential & Commercial

. . . Design, Fabrication, Installation & Repair Services

“ How The Areas Best Looking Lawns Get That Way ”
• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design

• Year-Long Plantings

• Lawn Maintenance

• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls

• Now Accepting Fall Reservations:  Maintenance & Planting •
����������	
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Wet Basement

Mold Problem

Poor Water Pressure

?
“We have been working your area for
many years with satisfied customers.”

M.CROSS
P L U M B I N G

908-789-9163
Call us for a free estimate.

Since 1969

Michael Cross Plumbing Lic.#3932
Insured / Bonded

We Can Help.

PETE & FRED’S
GUTTER CLEANING

WWWWWestfestfestfestfestfield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotch Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plains
CrCrCrCrCranfanfanfanfanfororororord • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainside

Free Estimates
FULLY INSURED

Serving

908-347-1310

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

Wallcovering
Installation

S I N C E  1 9 7 5

908-654-4166

Wallpaper • Grasscloth
54” Vinyls & Fabrics • Foil

Suede • Linen • Silks

Robert J. Ricci

732-489-1929

Kitchens, Baths & Basements
Tiles , Painting & General Home Repair

Anti-Slip Treatments for
Bathtubs & Tile Floors

Free Estimates

“Top Quality-
 Low Cost”

Residential & Commercial
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE DESIGN

& LAWN MAINTENANCE
  SNOW PLOWING

SERVING SCOTCH PLAINS
& SURROUNDING AREAS

  Free Estimates   •   Fully Insured

Advertise Your Business or
Service In This Space.

For rates call
the Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

Fitness Consultant
FRED LECOMTE

Cell: 908-581-4344

GET FIT

STAY FIT

235 Elmer Street, Westfield

908-654-5379
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Westfield PAL C Team Stops
Berkeley Heights Boys, 6-0

Westfield D Extends
Grid Record to 3-1
Westfield’s D-Blue football team

defeated Scotch Plains, 7-0, boosting
its record to 3-0 then fell to Berkeley
Heights, 12-7, in week 4.

Against Scotch Plains, Mike
Giacone’s game-opening sack set the
tone for the game and Drew Jackson
and Tom Snyder helped keep them
scoreless.

In their first possession, Westfield
ran strongly downfield allowing Tony
Pafumi to score the only touchdown.
Christian Barber, Tim Hoblitzell and
Nick Matthews delivered key blocks
and allowed Patrick Bergin to have a
strong running game.

Against Berkeley Heights, Westfield
marched effortlessly downfield on the
opening drive and Brandon Ruhl scored
the first touchdown, but Berkeley
Heights scored on its next two offen-
sive series. Alex Gordon, John Githens
and Mikey Osborne kept Berkeley
Heights from scoring the remainder of
the game. Though unable add points,
Westfield kept their opponents busy
with several long drives by Taylor Brand
and Peter Ondi.

The D-Blue squad will host Perth
Amboy on Sunday, October 12 at 10:30
a.m. at Kehler Stadium.

Westfield PAL B Boys Stump
Berkeley Heights Gridders, 12-6

FIGHTING FOR YARDAGE…Having already scored two touchdowns in a 12-
0 Westfield B team victory, Ricardo Johnson, No. 47, fights for more yardage,
dragging six defenders with him.

Westfield’s 7th grade PAL B team
won, 12-6, over Berkeley Heights (BH)
on October 5.

The Devil defense began with a sack

from Michael Tarnofsky. Linebackers,
Jimmy Reardon, James Diddell and
Spencer Cassidy forced Berkeley
Heights to struggle. Defensive line-
men Michael Clark and Chris Jacob
kept BH from scoring on their first
possession.

Westfield running backs, David
Babestski and Brandon Rolnick plowed
forward after handoffs from quarter-
back Tony DiIorio. Brett DeFazio made
several tough runs. Craig Dyer and
Chris Sheehan cleared the field for
Ricardo Johnson’s 40-yd sprint across
the goal. The extra point failed.

Westfield’s defense again stopped
BH. DiIorio completed a 30-yard pass
to Alex Debbie. Rollnick bashed for-
ward on two carries to the one-yard
line, but a holding penalty sent them
back to the 11. Westfield turned the ball
over at the four. Berkeley Heights at-
tempted a lateral pass, but Jihaad
Billups stopped it in its tracks.

In the second half, Ricardo Johnson
and Rollnick shared carries and re-
ceived blocks from Eric Moran and Joe
Kania until Ricardo Johnson blasted
across the goal.

Gerald Schuman slowed down BH’s
drive but a pass completion gave BH the
momentum to score a goal. BH got
possession again, but Sam Murphy made
a saving tackle at the Westfield 32. The
defense held tight with Jordan Johnson
and Ricardo Johnson recording sacks
and Diddell deflecting a pass. Kania,
Cassidy, Clark and Reardon held the
Blue Line.

Head Coach, Fred DeFazio reflected
“We came up big when we needed to”.

TRYING TO SHAKE A TACKLE…PAL D Blue halfback Peter Ondi, No. 32,
tries to shake a tackle. The D Blue team suffered its first loss of the season to
Berkeley Heights, 12-7.

The Westfield PAL C football team
preserved its undefeated season with
a, 6-0, victory over Berkeley Heights.
The C team defense remains unscored
upon this season with another spec-
tacular performance.

Continuing the defensive domi-
nance with four interceptions were
Patrick Gray (2), Brian Henry and
Joe Ondi. The defense kept Berkeley
Heights pinned behind the 50-yd line
all game and limited them to only
one first down. Mike Sheehan and
Drew Bergin contributed with stops
in the offensive backfield on mul-
tiple occasions. The punting team
led by Jack Kephart and Jon Brucia

kept Berkeley Heights from advanc-
ing beyond the 10-yard line on the
punts.

Westfield’s offense had produc-
tive afternoon moving the ball up the
field but could only score on Kevin
Hearon’s run. Joe Ondi helped set up
the touchdown with a long run prior
to the score.

The offense was moving for a sec-
ond touchdown prior to the end of the
first half with a pass from Danny
Kerr to Hearon to the six-yard line
just as time expired.

The C team next plays on Sunday,
October 12, against Perth Amboy at
Kehler Stadium.

Gold Rush Soccer Girls Get
One Victory, Two Ties

The Gold Rush U11 Scotch Plains
Girls soccer team opened on Sep-
tember 13 with a, 2-0, victory, then
recorded two, 1-1, ties the following
week, finishing in a deadlock with
the White Tigers on October 4.

Unlike the first tie, the Gold Rush
scored first. Amanda Rodriguez took
a clearing pass from Sarah Lazarus
and adroitly maneuvered around two
defenders to deposit a left-footed
shot past the goalie 10 minutes into
the game.

The Tigers responded quickly with
a goal. Taking advantage of a wet
slippery ball, a shot took a nasty skip
into the goal. Despite a wide territo-
rial advantage the remainder of the
game, the Gold Rush was unable to
pierce the collapsing White Tiger
defense.

Goalies Eve Rosenheck and Jaclyn
Friedman received fine support from
fullbacks Donna Amore, Lazarus and
Christina Bobyack. Jessica Moore
moved from halfback to sweeper and
excelled playing behind the full-
backs.

Halfbacks Caoimhe Harold,
Allison Staniec Christine Murphy,
Laura Wright, Brooke Bergenfeld,
Rodriguez, Erica Tropp, Anna
McGuinness and Alyssa Laki were

skillful in creating scoring chances
and dropping back to aid the de-
fense. Isabel Crystal’s fine line play
kept the pressure on the opposition.

High School Girls
Volleyball Results:

OCTOBER 2:
Union Catholic over Mount St.
Mary, 25-9, 25-12, 23-25, 25-16

Jen Monroy notched 16 kills and
had eight service aces, Katie Seamon
had 13 kills, three blocks and eight
digs, and Erin Conheeney had eight
aces, six kills and six digs for the No.
6 Vikings. Louise Gonzalez had 30
assists.

OCTOBER 3:
Union Catholic over A. L. Johnson,
25-19, 25-16, 25-16

Jen Monroy notched nine kills and
four digs for the Vikings and Katie
Seamon added four kills and five digs.

SPF-PAL Basketball
Travel Tryouts:

Basketball tryouts are open to
boys and girls fifth through eighth
grades at Terrill Middle School.
All participants are to come
dressed to play basketball, wear-
ing proper basketball gear. Please
bring a water bottle. No one will
be allowed to leave the gym. In the
event you do make the team there
will be an additional charge.

SESSIONS:
Girls 5&6 grade: October 20 & 27 – 6-
7:30 p.m.
Girls 7&8 grade: October 20 & 27 –
7:30-9 p.m.
Boys 5&6 grade: October 22 & 29 –
6:15-7:45 p.m.
Boys 7&8 grade: October 22 & 29 –
7:45-9:30 p.m.
Both sessions must be attended.

The PAL is looking for women
and men interested in being
coaches and assistant coaches. For
all questions, please call Sylvia
Oliver at (908) 322-1908, or via e-
mail at oliver1218@aol.com

Blue Thunder Raps
Soccer Metros 3-0
Fueled by a two-goal performance

by Chris McManus and a tenacious
team defense led by Billy Johnston and
Dan Meurer, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood U13 Blue Thunder soccer
team shut out the Linden Metros to
notch their second win of the season.

The strong defensive effort combined
with Andrew Smith’s solid goalkeeping
proved to frustrate the Metro offense
who managed only four second half
shots. Danny Gore’s goal and assists
by Mark Koransky and Patrick Clancy
rounded out the scoring.

The Thunder season continues Sun-
day at home against rival Westfield.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

�ongratulations

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.

For the past 17 years, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best

in the nation.  These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to

the highest standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Hye-Young Choi Gina Suriano BarberFrank Isoldi

© 2003 Coldwell Banker Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is  a registered trademark of the Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. ©2003 NRT, Incorporated

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services

1-888-317-5416

The fastest, simplest, most convenient way home

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Custom built Colonial on nearly an acre of magnificent property!  This

well maintained home features a country ambiance, 3 bdrms, 2.5 bths,

living rm w/frplc, formal diningrm w/bay window, famrm w/3 walls of

windows, EIK w/frplc, HW flrs, deck, 2-car gar and CAC. WSF2959

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2002
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@hotmail.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

Scotch Plains $595,000

Charm abounds this turn of the century Victorian home situated on a

75’x185’ private lot.  This house features high ceilings and beautiful

moldings, large windows, stone frplc, HW flrs, 1st flr den, EIK w/Viking

stove, 4 bdrms, 2.5 baths, 3rd flr greatrm, new roof, front porch w/swing

and a 2 car gar.   WSF2970

Westfield $729,000

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage 

needs Call ERA Mortgage
 at 888-421-3813

 16 Offices 
Throughout New Jersey

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CRANFORD $429,000 FANWOOD     $339,000 BRIDGEWATER $590,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $599,000

WESTFIELD $449,900

SCOTCH PLAINS     $325,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $429,000

WESTFIELD     $929,000 WESTFIELD $949,000

Charming north side Colonial with lovely details includes spacious
Living Room with fireplace, Eat-In Kitchen, Master Bedroom with
separate sitting area and a third floor with 2 bedrooms and full
bath.

Top-rated schools within walking distance.  No need to worry about the
kids education when you move into this Split!  Your family can relax in a
spacious Family Room or play games in the Den.  Great living space at a
great price!

Currier and Ives classic!  It doesn’t take much imagination to
picture a holiday in this charming center hall Colonial!  The Dining
Room with fit the largest family!  Private apartment available for
guests or family.

Spacious expanded Ranch on nearly an acre of professionally
landscaped property, includes 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Eat-In
Kitchen, sunken Family Room with stone fireplace and double
French doors to large patio, finished basement with Recreation
Room, office and gym or extra Bedroom.  Upgrades include new
roof, air conditioning and furnace.

Plenty of room and charm!  You’ll love this classic 1930’s Colonial with
generous room sizes, architectural detials and close proximity to highway
transportation and town.  A true value!  Call today for your private showing.

Sparkling Cape Cod has been lovingly restored and refurbished
recently.  It offers a Living Room with fireplace, superb Dining
Room with walk-in bay window, French Provencal Kitchen with
granite counters, Master Bedroom, 2 full baths, California style
walk-in closet and a nicely landscaped fenced yard with mature
shrubbery and trees.

For the discriminating buyer . . . you can stop looking after you
see this delightful Colonial in a most sought-after neighborhood.
An open front porch welcomes you.  A fireplace in the Living Room,
wood floors, CAC, deck adn up-to-the-minute decor complete
this pretty home.

Be the first to experience state-of-the-art smart home technology in this
soon to be completed, magnificent Victorian style home.  Unsurpassed
custom upgrades are standard features.  The view is breathtaking.

Exquisite center hall Colonial located in “Gardens” section of
Westfield offers 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, fabulous Kitchen and 2
zone CAC.  Walk to shops and services. Call today!  This won’t
last long.
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Westfield – week of September 15
Andres and Margarita Decorral to

Cendant Mobility Financial Corpora-
tion, 1021 Wyandotte Trail,
$1,051,000.

Cendant Mobility Financial Corpo-
ration to Nicholas and Catherine Sumas,
1021 Wyandotte Trail, $1,051,000.

Charles and Carol Baum to Peter
Bourke, 811 Cedar Terrace,
$1,136,000.

Michael and Arlene Lampert to Paul
and Hilari Pugliese, 301 John Street,
$449,000.

David and Jody Doele to Robert and
Jill Pierce, 539 Dudley Court,
$590,000.

Daniel and Kathryn Shabel to John
and Cristina Cooke, 428 Mountain Av-
enue, $442,000.

Karleen Burns to Alan and Jennifer
Rabinowitz, 911 Kimball Avenue, East,
$1,375,000.

William and Margaret Rankin to
Charles Ostroff, 766 Oak Avenue,
$460,000.

Michael and Cynthia Kalen to Scott
and Stacey Gordon, 215 Linden Av-
enue, $1,136,000.

Karl and Christel Schmidt to Tho-
mas and Jean Morgan, 601 Arlington
Avenue, $970,000.

Florence Martin to Patricia Webber,
260 Prospect Street, $550,000.

Stanley and Karen Wasserman to
Vaughn Buntain, 832 Shadowlawn
Drive, $631,000.

Rosalba Romanello to Ralph and
Jane Eboli, Jr., 515 Trinity Place,
$287,000.

David and Jennifer Beke to Richard
Cadigan and Lan Hoang, 538 Westfield

Avenue, $609,000.
Norma Stark to Martin and Jennifer

Shober, 620 Salter Place, $833,000.
Robert and Joanne Longaker, II to J.

Michael Snizek and Arlene O’Reilly,
210 Wells Street, $715,000.

Stephen and Meagan Shindle to Wil-
liam Degarcia, 1472 East Broad Street,
$410,040.

Hermine Brug to Carl and Beverly
Figueroa, 620 Ripley Place, $216,300.

George Romeo to Paul and Erica
Lorusso, 119 Grove Street, East,
$250,000.

Edward and Robin Lynn Belford to
Mary Patrick and Nat and Kelly Bender,
107 Park Street, $330,000.

Paul and Mindy Buckley to Allen
Nemeth, 525 Grove Street, West,
$512,000.

Johanna Kennedy to John and
Silvana Collins, 940 Beverly Drive,
$349,900.

Peter and Carol Nahaczewski to John
Diiorio, 1111 Boulevard, $653,000.

Adam and Tania Jaffe to Frank and
Elyce Rivera, 419 Cayuga Way,
$589,250.

Tom and Holly Mellis to Craig and
Lisa O’Connor, 632 Kensington Drive,
$445,000.

Richard and Marion Stump to Jean
Genievich, 2 Faulkner Drive, $355,000.

Alan and Stephanie Silber, Jr. to
Meilin and Yall Zhang, 1722 Nevada
Street, $485,000.

Christopher and Michelle Guidi to
Louis and Lynn Diakogiannakis, 245
Maryland Street, $350,000.

Anna and Arnett Rieck to Lloyd
Grossman, 1803 Boynton Avenue,
$340,000.

Recent Home Sales

GL Highlander Band to Host
‘Pageant of Champions’

HIGHLANDER BAND…The Governor Livingston Highlander Band will per-
form at the annual Pageant of Champions on Sunday, October 12. Pictured, left
to right, are: Jason Schickel, Pipe Major; Paul Ebert, Drum Major; and Megan
Rocklein, Color Guard Captain.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
award-winning Highlander Band of
Governor Livingston High School
will host the 32nd annual Pageant of
Champions on Sunday, October 12.
This year’s marching band competi-
tion and performance will feature as
many as 10 high school bands in the
Chapter 10 Division of the Tourna-
ment of Bands.

The event starts at 1 p.m. at the
high school, which is located at 175
Watchung Blvd. in Berkeley Heights.
Tickets are $6 for adults and $4 for
senior citizens and students.

This year, more than 60 students
will participate in the Highlander

Band. The bagpipe is the band’s
trademark. The Highlanders com-
bine the uniqueness and beauty of
bagpipe music with music from
horns, woodwinds and drums. The
color guard complements the mu-
sic with choreography that blends
the contemporary movement of
dance and flags with traditional
instruments contributing to the
Highlander Band’s distinctive look
and sound.

For more information about the
Highlander Band, the band’s sched-
ule, or the Highlander Pageant of
Champions, please contact Liz
Mammen at (908) 578-0684.

An open front porch welcomes you to this delightful sun-
drenched Westfield Colonial that captures your heart. The 
interior boasts luminous HWD FLRS, an arched entry & 
molding. The cordial LIV RM w/wood-burning fireplace is 
joined by a formal DIN RM w/a corner cabinet An airy 
Kitchen opens onto a deck & fenced yard. On the 2nd flr 
you’ll love the brand new bath and nicely sized brms. Many 
recent updates including central air conditioning, a marvel-
ous location, close to all schools & town, mingle to enhance 
the allure of this lovely home. Presented for $449,900. For 
additional details or to view this home call… 

 
       Susan Dinan, Sales Associate 

                                      (908) 518-5286, Direct Dial 
                         NJAR Circle of Excellence, 1995-98, 2000-02 
 
 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · (908) 233-0065 

Assemblyman Bramnick
Featured in New Yorker

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) was recently fea-
tured in the “Talk of the Town” sec-
tion of the New Yorker magazine as
part of his appearance at the 125th
anniversary celebration of the New
Jersey Law Journal.

The event, dubbed “A Celebration
of Lawyers in the Arts,” was held at
the New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Newark.

Mr. Bramnick has raised over
$1,000,000 on behalf of non-profit

organizations over the past 20 years.
He is replacing Robin Leach at the
fundraising event for the Jackman
Fund for the World Trade Center at
the Palace Hotel in New York City
today, Thursday, October 9.

He also appears on behalf of the
American Red Cross, the Diabetes
Foundation of New Jersey, the AIDS
Benefit Committee, the New Jersey
State Symphony, the Emmanuel Can-
cer Foundation and the Link Com-
munity School.

Blood Drive Slated
For Next Thursday

WESTFIELD – The Greater Union
County Association of Realtors is
sponsoring a blood drive on Thurs-
day, October 16,  from 1 to 4 p.m.
The mobile blood van will be parked
in the Lord & Taylor parking lot in
Westfield.

The drive is in conjunction with
the Blood Center of New Jersey and
is a semi-annual event coordinated
by the Realtor Community Service
Committee of the Greater Union
County Association of Realtors.
Blood is available to members of the
community should medical need
arise.

Reservations to donate can be made
by calling Anne Sank at (908) 233-
0065, walk-ins are welcome.

Union County to Receive
Federal Housing Grants

WASHINGTON – Rep. Mike
Ferguson, R-N.J., announced Tues-
day that Union County will receive
more than $8.2 million in federal
funding from the Bush Administra-
tion to assist low-income families
gain affordable housing.

“Each of our communities face
unique challenges in ensuring that
our neediest families receive the care
they deserve, and these important
federal grants will help us meet those
challenges,” Rep. Ferguson said.
“Helping these families move into a
home gives them more than just a
roof over their heads - its gives them
the dignity they deserve.”

Officials from Union County - of
which most of the western portion is
in the 7th District that Congressman
Ferguson represents - will earmark
the funds for specific local projects.

The bulk of the county’s funding
will be distributed from the federal
Community Development Block
Grant program. The grants help sup-
port the costs of rehabilitating af-
fordable housing and promoting eco-
nomic development to expand job
and business opportunities for lower-
income families. Although afford-
able housing has traditionally been
the largest single use of the grants,
which were first awarded in 1974,
the program is also an increasingly
important catalyst for economic de-
velopment activities that expand job
and business opportunities for lower
income families and neighborhoods.

Union County will also receive
funding under the Home Investment
Partnerships Program, the largest
federal block grant to state and local
governments designed exclusively to
create affordable housing for low-
income households. Since 1992,
more than 500,000 affordable homes
nationwide have been purchased,
constructed or rehabilitated. More
than 200,000 new homebuyers have
received assistance to purchase their
first homes through the HOME pro-
gram.

Specifically, of the $8.2 million in
grants to Union County, $6.4 million
is from the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant for the county;
$1.5 million is from the HOME In-
vestment Partnership Program for
the county; and $219,000 is an Emer-
gency Shelter Grant.

“These grants do so much good for
so many people,” HUD Secretary
Mel Martinez said. “This money
helps communities do the critical
work of stimulating business devel-
opment and job growth, providing
affordable housing and helping our
most vulnerable neighbors.”

HUD is the nation’s housing agency
committed to increasing minority
homeownership, creating affordable
housing opportunities for low-income
Americans, supporting the homeless,
elderly, people with disabilities and
people living with AIDS. The De-
partment also promotes economic
and community development as well
as enforces the nation’s fair housing
laws. More information about HUD
and its programs is available at
www.hud.gov.

Scotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch Plains     Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Youth Basketball Leagues (3rd-

8th): This is a separate instructional
league for boys and girls.  The leagues
will be determined by the registra-
tions.  No requests for team place-
ment will be honored.  Girls will
play on Thursdays and boys will
play on Tuesdays.  Games and prac-
tices will be scheduled in township
school facilities.  Volunteer Coaches
needed.  Coaches must attend the
Rutgers Safety Clinic on October
22. Registration:     $40

Maracas Cuentos: Interactive
parent/child program based on
children’s books, creative learning
tools and songs in Spanish. 4-week
program for Pre-K early elemen-
tary students.  $75 pp includes all
materials.  Mondays Nov. 17-Dec.
8 from 3:45-4:30 or Tuesdays Nov.
18-Dec. 9 from 10:45-11:30.
Classes will be held at the Towne
House.

 Mother/Daughter Create a Page:
Create a page from your personal
lives.  Bring 10-20 photos of your
own and learn to create a beautiful
everlasting treasure.  Held on Satur-
day, October 11, from 10-12:30 p.m.
at Scotch Hills.  $20 per pair.  Register
by October 3.

 Conquer the Chaos: No more

“Mom I forgot my lunch.” Or Dad, I
have to be at practice in five min-
utes!”  Imagine a day when every-
thing runs smoothly and everyone in
the family can find what they need
when they need it!  It can happen!
Bring your kids and join Jamie
Novak, a long time professional Or-
ganizer for this one night, entertain-
ing and interactive workshop.  Jamie
has been a recurring guest on CN8,
WCTC, and News 12.

Date: Thursday, October 16, at
Scotch Hills Country Club.       Time:
7 to 8:30 p.m. Fee: $20.

Create-A-Page (adults):
Class will focus on Halloween/Fall
Harvest themes.  Organize your pic-
tures (bring 10-20 of your own pho-
tos relating to this theme or similar
events if possible) and create a page
for your album.   Held on Saturday,
October 18, at Scotch Hills from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Fee $20 per person.
Register by October 11.

Photo Album Power Layout: This
session focuses on organizing a stack
of pictures and introducing Power
Layout to complete an album in a
day.  Includes all supplies.  Held on
Saturday, October 25, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Scotch Hills.  Fee $50.
Register by October 17.

Walk to Benefit Autism Research
To Be Held in Nomahegan Park

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

CRANFORD – The community is
invited to join the inaugural North/
Central NJ Walk F.A.R. for NAAR
autism walkathon, to be held on Sun-
day, October 12, in Nomahegan Park,
Cranford.

Registration begins at 1 p.m. and
the Walk begins at 2 p.m. There will
also be free music, food, face paint-
ers and moon bounces.

Autism is a neurological disorder
that severely limits a child’s ability
to communicate and interact with
others. Autism is a life-long disabil-
ity that deprives those afflicted from
leading independent and produc-

tive lives.
The money raised from the walk

will be used by the National Alli-
ance for Autism Research (NAAR),
a not-for-profit organization, to fund
biomedical research proposals re-
lating to autism. Since 1994, when
NAAR was founded by the parents
of an autistic child, it  has commit-
ted $14.9 million to fund 169 au-
tism research projects and fellow-
ships worldwide.

For more information about NAAR
or the Walk, please call (888) 777-
NAAR or e-mail
lkuntz@lowenstein.com.

Barbara (Bobbee) Mulvee
Sales Associate

-stated Michael Scott, Manager

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
thers expect more.O

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

908-301-2027 (direct line)

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Coldwell Banker Mortgage: (Toll Free) 1-888-317-5416

ConciergeTM Service: 1-800-353-9949

Congratulations
S T A R S  O F

ExcellenceExcellence
★ ★★★★

“Bobbee is committed to the highest standards of professionalism,
integrity and service and is consistently a high achiever.”

©2003 Coldwell Banker Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is  a registered trademark of the Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. ©2003 NRT, Incorporated

     IN THE GARDENS OF WESTFIELD 

Radiating traditional charm, this exquisite 6BRM, 3.5BTH 
Center Hall Dutch Colonial reveals lovely artistic touches. A 
serene ambiance is crafted w/HWD FLRS, wainscoting, 
moldings & embellished archways. The elegant front-to-back 
LIV RM & banquet sized formal DIN RM w/frame molding 
compose marvelous entertaining spaces while the FAM RM, 
well-equipped Eat-in KIT & bsmt recreation rm accommo-
date your family activities. A delightful 3rd Flr w/2 BRMS & 
bath complements your living space. Enhancing this out-
standing home is a prestigious “Gardens” location, close to 
schools and parks. Presented for $1,150.000.   
 
                                           For an appointment call: 

 
           Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club 1977 - 2002 
         (908) 233-6417, Direct Dial 

 
 
 
Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · (908) 233-0065 

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2002

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015

530 Alden Ave., Westfield . . .Classic center hall Colonial in “The
Gardens”.  9 Room, 5 Bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half Baths.  New custom
Kitchen with granite counters, handcrafted cabinets, subzero, 6 burner
Viking Stove.  Grand size Living Room with fireplace and French
doors to brick patio.  3rd floor Teen/Au Pair Suite, spacious Rec Room,
CAC, 4 zone Hot Water Baseboard and Steam Heat, 2 Car Garage
and fenced rear yard.  $850,000 WSF2357

Scotch Plains . . .  Newly listed spacious, sunny Colonial, 3 Bedrooms,
2 1/2 BTHS, LR, FDR, EIK w/ large pantry + sliders to DK.  FR w/
frpl, HWDFLS, CAC, fenced yard.  Easy walk to town and
transportation.  New maintenance free exterior.  $359,900  WSF2951

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

300 North Eucid Ave., Westfield . . . Quality renovated, charming 4
BR home across from Mindowaskin PK.  Custom features: updated
Kitchen, vaulted ceiling, skylight + rec light.  All new 2 1/2 Baths,
newer oak trim windows, refinished Hardwood flrs, beautiful natural
woodwork, high ceilings, box beam in Living Room, Formal Dining
Room.  Great Location to town and transportation.  $725,000 WSF2932
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Women With Breast Cancer
Can Get Massage Therapy

Town Bank Raises Over $6.2
Million in Private Placement

WESTFIELD – Focusing on feel-
ings of peace and well being can
make a great contribution to the heal-
ing process for those living with can-
cer and other life altering illnesses.

While cancer massage cannot cure,
it may offer much needed relief,
reducing stress and enhancing the
patient’s quality of life when per-
formed by a qualified cancer mas-
sage therapist. This modality differs

greatly from the normal Swedish or
deep tissue massage.

“Breast cancer patients who have
undergone mastectomies or other
breast surgeries have found that mas-
sage can work wonders. It can allevi-
ate post-operative discomforts, re-
duce swelling and edema and in-
crease range of motion and mobility
in the shoulder. Massage is the natu-
ral way to speed the healing process.
In fact, every client that has tried this
therapy has returned at least weekly
for treatments, some even several
times a week,” explained Neil
Pinkman, NCTMB, RM, the
Founder/Director of The Dharma
Center for Healing Arts in Westfield.

The Dharma Center has a staff
trained in cancer massage and cur-
rently works with many people liv-
ing with cancer.

No aspect of life is untouched by
cancer. In addition to physical symp-
toms, emotional and body image is-
sues may arise. Touch is nurturing,
calming and soothing and often re-
duces the side effects of chemo-
therapy and radiation.

Family members are also going
through a stressful time and these
stress-reducing therapies can help
them as well. Mr. Pinkman also ex-
plained that his staff will work with
family members or caregivers to teach
them how to provide appropriate,
soothing touch at home.

“Our meditation classes have also
helped our clients find a healing still-
ness and peacefulness,” Mr. Pinkman
added.

The Dharma Center has a holistic
psychotherapist on staff to work with
cancer patients and their families to
help them cope with the emotional
and spiritual issues created while
living with cancer.

If you or someone you know is
living with cancer and would like more
information how Cancer Massage can
help, call Mr. Pinkman at The Dharma
Center for Healing Arts, 208 Lenox
Avenue, Westfield, (908) 317-9977.

WESTFIELD – Robert Dowens,
Sr., The Town Bank of Westfield’s
President and Chief Executive Officer
and Joseph F. X. O’Sullivan, Chair-
man of the Board, reported a recent
private placement offering which re-
sulted in gross proceeds of more than
$6.2 million for the five-year-old bank.
Price per share was $8.75 or 1.4 times
book value.

“The raised capital will support the
bank’s future growth,” said Mr.
Dowens.

Mr. Dowens stated that the bank
retained Danielson Associates of
Rockville, Md., for the private place-
ment offering. The firm is a nationally
recognized market leader with spe-
cific expertise in raising capital in the
community-banking sector.

Mr. O’Sullivan noted that the bank’s
directors and officers “enthusiastically

supported the agreement and are very
pleased with the results.”

Established in 1998 by many
Westfield are business and profes-
sional people who saw the need for a
full service, hometown, community
bank, The Town Bank of Westfield
continues to solidly reinforce the con-
victions of its founders. At mid-year
2003, the bank reported record growth
with assets up more than 33 percent
over the same period a year ago.

Headquartered at 502 South Avenue,
with a branch at 44 Elm Street, the bank
offers a full range of products and ser-
vices to small businesses, professionals
and individual customers in Westfield
and the surrounding communities of
Clark, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Garwood, Scotch Plains, Springfield
and Cranford. The bank may be reached
at (908) 301-0800.

Adult School Unveils
Great Discussion Series

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Adult
School announced a new series called
‘Great Discussions 2003.’ The series
presents concerns of New Jersey citi-
zens with speakers of expertise in the
field, and is sponsored by the League
of Women Voters.

John McCloskey’s topic, ‘Telephone
Competition – Are We Better Off’ will
be held on Monday, October 27.

Westfield Fire Chief John Castellano
will have a session on emergency plan-
ning for Westfield, assisted by Robert
Sherr of the Westfield Regional Board
of Health, Dennis Kinsella of the Red
Cross and Union County Emergency
Coordinator Christopher Scaturo on
Monday, November 10. This session
is free with only a $5 registration fee.

Former Mayor Bud Boothe will dis-
cuss ‘Municipal Government’ on
Monday, November 24.

To register for these course, please call
(908) 232-4050 or fax (908) 654-7547.

For more information visit
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool.

ADULT SCHOOL SPEAKERS…John McCloskey, left, Westfield Fire Chief
John Castellano and Former Mayor Bud Boothe will be speaking at the
Westfield Adult School.

Talking Business

Talking Business

Hye-Young Choi Leads
Sales in New York Area

WESTFIELD – Hye-Young Choi
has been helping people buy and
sell homes in the Westfield area for
over a decade with unparalleled
success. In September, Ms. Choi
was able to assist her clients in
remarkable record numbers. With a
sales volume of over 11 million
dollars in September, she led all
Coldwell Banker sales agents in
the New York metropolitan area.

A nationally recognized leader
in the industry, Ms. Choi’s core
business mirrors an industry trend
recently reported by the census bu-
reau. Many of her clients are local
residents trading up for more home.
Ms. Choi’s creativity and market-
ing ability provides these clients
the opportunity to make this move.
This unique ability is invaluable to

the community as half of those
Americans who moved in the last
five years remained in the same
county, according to the aforemen-
tioned report.

“Hye-Young’s performance in
September was phenomenal,” said
Michael Scott, Office Manager. “I’m
not sure everyone understands the
amount of effort and commitment it
takes to achieve at this level.”

Ms. Choi has been the number
one agent in the Westfield office of
Coldwell Banker for nine consecu-
tive years. Her performance during
that time places her in the top 1
pecent of all agents nationwide. In
2002, she was honored with the
highest Coldwell Banker award and
the most prestigious NJAR Plati-
num designation.

Westfield Resident Named
CFO at the College Board

Thomas Higgins

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Thomas Higgins has been named
Senior Vice President for Finance
and Chief Financial Officer of the
College Board, association President
Gaston Caperton announced.

A Certified Public Accountant, Mr.
Higgins was a partner in the New
York City accounting firm of
Silverman Linden Higgins LLP from
1993 until this year, during which
time he built a diversified business
background while serving clients in
a wide variety of industries, includ-
ing the not-for-profit sector. Previ-
ously, Mr. Higgins worked in the
New Jersey offices of Ernst & Young
and PricewaterhouseCoopers.

“The substantial financial and busi-
ness experience that Tom brings to
the College Board is a critical com-
ponent of our overall strategic plan
that will help us to achieve our mis-
sion of preparing, inspiring and con-
necting students to college success
and opportunity,” Mr. Caperton said.

A Magna Cum Laude graduate of
Manhattan College, Mr. Higgins is a
member of the American Institute of
CPAs as well as the New Jersey and
New York State Society of CPAs. He
also serves on the Board of Trustees of
the Legal Service Foundation of Essex
County, which funds programs asso-
ciated with providing equal access to
legal services to low-income people.

Mr. Higgins and his wife Karen
are the parents of two daughters,
Meaghan, 15, and Kyle, 11. A life-
long resident of Union County, he
and his family have lived in Westfield
since 1981.

Annual Think Pink
Program to be Hosted
By Overlook Hospital
SUMMIT – On Saturday, October

25, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., Atlantic
Health System’s Overlook Hospital
will present the annual THINK PINK
for breast health at Overlook
Hospital’s Wallace Auditorium, 99
Beauvoir Avenue, Summit.

Get the latest information and ad-
vice on breast health from Overlook’s
panel of experts. The program cov-
ers early diagnosis and mammogra-
phy, clinical trials and the mind/
body connection.

Bonni Gearhart, MD, medical on-
cologist, will discuss treatment
trends, Sue Jan Grosso, MD, radiolo-
gist, will cover the controversies in
diagnostics, and Denis Dolan, certi-
fied Jin Shin Jyutsu practitioner and
self-help instructor will address the
powers of the spirit, mind and body.
Information on breast self-exam,
nutrition, support groups and other
resources will be available.

A continental breakfast will be
served at 8:30 a.m. followed by the
program. Admission and parking are
free, but registration is required by
calling (800) 247-9580.

Overlook’s annual THINK PINK
for breast health is supported by the
Overlook Hospital Auxiliary and the
Overlook Hospital Foundation, the
Long Hill Township Women’s Club
and Novartis Pharmaceutical Corpo-
ration.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-8481-02
File No. 6482-02

NOTICE TO REDEEM

WICKER PLACE DEV., L.L.C.,
PLAINTIFF VS. GULAB, L.L.C.;
ET ALS.

TO: BERNARD L. GREENBERG; BER-
NARD L. GREENBERG, ATTY FOR PLTF;
JIMMIE JOHNSON; KAREN P. PARTON;
BARBARA C. POLTORAK; DOMINICK
CHISVETTI; GABRIEL BELLIN & HELEN
R. GRUNDFAST T/A TELEPHONE SEC-
RETARIAL SERVICE; KORVETTES, INC.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on September 29, 2003, the Superior
Court Fixed November 17, 2003, between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing time,
at the office of the Tax Collector of the CITY
OF PLAINFIELD, located at 515 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey  07061,
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so found
due for principal and interest on its certifi-
cate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 41 BLOCK 502 on the tax duplicate
of the CITY OF PLAINFIELD. Total amount
required to redeem is $23,759.68, together
with interest from September 5, 2003 and
costs.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred
and foreclosed of and from all right and
equity of redemption of, in and to the lands
and premises above set out and described
in the complaint and every part thereof, and
that the plaintiff be vested with an absolute
and indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee
simple in said lands and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding,
redemption shall be permitted up until the
entry of final judgement including the whole
of the last date upon which judgement is
entered.

MICHAEL G. PELLEGRINO, ESQ.
Attorney for Plaintiff

CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 10/9/03, The Leader Fee: $48.45
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Westfield
JUST LISTED! Gracious Wychwood Colonial on private cul-de-sac. This 

classic, beautifully appointed 4/5 bedroom colonial has been completely 

updated and restored over the last three years with careful attention to 

maintaining the architectural integrity of the home and the surrounding 

neighborhood. Outstanding features include: a sunfilled living room with 

woodburning fireplace and bay window, formal dining room with two built-

in corner cabinets, new eat-in kitchen with granite countertops and tile 

floor, comfortable family room, office or 5th bedroom, sunroom with access 

to front and rear patios and a newly constructed second floor featuring large 

master suite with two walk-in closets and full bath, three additional 

bedrooms and a third full bath. All new landscaping including large patio, 

sprinkler system and outdoor lighting. Two zone heating and central air.

Offered at $1,099,000 

New Jersey PBA Endorses
Assemblywoman Stender

SCOTCH PLAINS –Assembly-
woman Linda Stender has been en-
dorsed by the New Jersey State
Policeman’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) for the upcoming election on
Tuesday, November 4.

“Supporting the law enforcement
community during these uncertain
times is one of my top priorities as an
Assemblywoman,” said Assembly-
woman Stender. “I am happy to assist
police officers as well as other first
responders in any way that improves
their life saving capabilities and pro-
motes safety and security in our com-
munities.”

“Through her record in Trenton of
fighting to provide tools and protec-
tions for law enforcement officers and
her support for initiatives to fight crime

and terrorism, she has proven that she
stands with us as we fight to protect the
people of New Jersey and our law
enforcement officers,” said Michael
Madonna, PBA President.

Legislation sponsored by Assembly-
woman Stender includes A-3345,
which ensures police officers and
firefighters who are killed or injured
while called to active duty or active
duty training in the military service
remain entitled to death and disability
benefits provided by the Police and
Fireman’s Retirement System of New
Jersey (PFRS).

Assemblywoman Stender also spon-
sored Assembly Resolution 241, which
memorializes Congress and the Presi-
dent of the United States to release first
responder funds to municipalities.
These monies will assist police depart-
ments meet the growing funding needs
created by the threat of terrorism.

Attorney to Speak on
Patriot Act Tonight

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Thursday,
October 9, at 7 p.m. Maplewood Attor-
ney Bennet Zurofsky will speak on “USA
PATRIOT ACT vs. Due Process.” at the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

Mr. Zurofsky expects to show how
the current rush to increased police
power can affect our democracy and
the lives of ordinary citizens. He will
speak about his own present and future
efforts to improve the balance of free-
dom and security in the United Sates.

Mr. Zurofsky is the only lawyer to
win a case for a post-9/11 detainee who
demanded a public hearing.
(lawlibrary.rutgers.edu/fed/html/ca02-
967-1.html)

This meeting is co-sponsored by: NJ
Peace Action (973) 744-3263
www.njpeaceaction.org and the Union
County Peace & Social Action Com-
mittee. For more information, contact
Mary Haddad (908) 754-5160 -
maryhaddad@ comcast.net.

Kay Gragnano
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Gold Level 1998-2002

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Call Kay Direct at 908-301-2036
email: kaygrags @aol.com

WESTFIELD $454,900
This spacious 7 room Westfield Colonial is situated on a quiet sreet in the Washington
School District.  Featuring a lovely living room with woodburning fireplace, formal dining
room, eat-in kitchen, master bedroom with full bath, den, a screened porch for those hot
summer evenings and a two-car attached garage.

MOUNTAINSIDE $489,900
This beautifully maintained Cape Cod style home on an oversized lot (80’x190’) featur-
ing a lovely living room with fireplace, large dining room, newer kitchen, four good sized
bedrooms, two full baths and a walk-in cedar closet.  Lovely garden with apple and fig
trees.  Within walking distance to Deerfield School.

SPRINGFIELD $979,900
Eleven room Custom Center Hall Colonial on Baltisrol top with spacious entry foyer,
living room and over-sized dining room.  EIK with sliders to deck, family room with
built-ins, 4 bedrooms, 2 full and 3 1/2 baths.  Finished Basement with two-room office
with separate entrance.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

October 1, 2003

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on October 20,
2003 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeal for variance from the
requirements of Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

The Westfield YMCA, 170 Elm Street, Block 2405 Lots 29 and 3 seeks
permission to utilize two existing rooms in the basement area of the First
Baptist Church for day care facilities, supplementing its existing and permit-
ted use of the classrooms located at the rear of the Church property, contrary
to Sections 18.04F3 and 12.04C of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
constituted an alteration of an existing non-conforming use and site plan
approval. Applicant seeks variances from the following Sections of the Land
Use Ordinance:

List of Existing Nonconforming Zoning Conditions:
1. Section 18.04F3 requires that the conditional use comply with all conditional use

requirements; each use occupy separate building; and each structure meet the
requirements for the use proposed.

2. Section 18.08B requires a minimum lot area for a House of Worship of 75,000
square feet-68,625 square feet exists.

3. Section 18.0.813 requires a maximum allowable coverage of improvements for
a House of Worship of 50%-75% is existing.

4. Section 18.08F requires a minimum side yard equal to the building height for a
House of Worship (± 30') and 11.26E2 requires a minimum side yard of 10 feet
for a child care center-3.45 feet is existing.

5. Section 18.08G requires a minimum rear yard setback for a House of Worship
equal to the building height (± 30') and 11.26E3 requires a rear yard setback for
a child care center equal to half the building height (± 15')-7.67 feet is existing.

6. Section 17.02C3a requires 241 parking spaces for the Church-41 are existing.
7. Section 12.04C prohibits a basement to be used for purposes other than storage

and utilities-Church uses basement for Sunday School purposes and Church
related functions.

List of New C.40:55D-70 c and d Variances Requested:
1. 12.04C prohibits basements to be used for purposes other than storage and

utilities-application proposes to utilize 3 rooms for childcare center.
2. Section 16.04K allows one freestanding sign on the property-applicant pro-

poses a freestanding sign in addition to the one existing.

Any interested party may appear at the hearing, either in person, or by their attorney, and
be given an opportunity to be heard with respect to this application.

The above applications/applicant also may seek any other variances or waivers that may
be necessary.

Documentation of the above is on file in the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369

Westfield, NJ  07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800

Attorneys for Applicant, Westfield YMCA
1 T - 10/9/03, The Leader Fee: $92.82

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

TAKE NOTICE that sealed bids for:
SALE OF SURPLUS SCHOOL PROPERTY

A. 1997 DODGE 4X4 P/U D. 1987 DODGE P/U
MILEAGE 32,007 MILEAGE 59,504
8 CYL 8 CYL
VIN # W21BE7S192539 VIN # 1B7HW14T7HS317236

B. 1977 DODGE FLATBED E. 1987 DODGE P/U
MILEAGE 39,967 MILEAGE 55,593
8 CYL 8 CYL
VIN # W24B37S187886 VIN # 1B7HW14T9HS317237

C. 1986 DODGE VAN F. 1988 CHEVY S-10 P/U
MILEAGE 37,956 MILEAGE 40,834
6 CYL 4 CYL
VIN # 2B7HB23HIGK569412 VIN # 1-1GCBS14E8J8179048

AS IS / WHERE IS
BID # B04-14 A-F

Bids will be received by the Westfield Board of Education on October 22, 2003 at 1:00 PM
(Prevailing Time) in the Business Office, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090-
3199 at which time bids will be publicly opened and read aloud by a representative of the
Board of Education.

Prospective bidders may inspect the vehicle between the hours of 8:30 AM and 3:00 PM
on October 16th and 17th 2003 at the Westfield Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey.

In order to be considered, bids must be identified on the front of the mailing envelopes
“USED VEHICLE BID # B04-14” A, B, C, D, E OR F.

Westfield Board of Education is not liable for any bids lost in delivery by U.S. Mail or by
any other delivery service, or addressed other than as specified in this notice.

Forms for bidders are available from the Business Office, Westfield Board of Education,
302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090-3199, any business day 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM,
telephone (908) 789-4407.

The Board of Education reserves the right to waive any informalities in bids or to reject any
and all bids if it is in the best interest of the Board to do so.

By order of the Board of Education, Westfield, New Jersey.
Robert Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 10/9/03, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
October 20, 2003 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for variance
from the requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

Lavinia Lee Mears, 102 Elm Street seeking permission to retain wall sign at 1st floor level
contrary to the requirements of Section 16.04 H of the Land Use Ordinance.  Second floor
uses are allowed only window lettering for signage.

Mark Provost, 13 Moss Avenue seeking permission to erect a deck contrary to the
requirements of Section 13.02C1 of the Land use Ordinance.  Applicant proposes deck in
side yard.  Ordinance allows decks in rear yard only.

Anthony and Marie Ottaviano, 641 Central Avenue seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.28 F6, 11.28 F9, and 11.28 F10 of the
Land Use Ordinance.  Minimum side yard set back proposed (and present) is 6.32 feet and
8.59 feet.  Ordinance requires 10.5 feet.  Maximum allowable floor area ratio proposed is
44%.  Ordinance allows 40%.  Maximum allowable coverage by buildings proposed is 26.2%.
Ordinance allows 20%.

Richard A. Sherman, 230 East Dudley Avenue seeking permission not to build a front
porch vestibule which was included on plans for rear sun porch to allow front porch to have
an “exempt” status contrary to the requirements of Section 12.04F3 of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Maximum allowable coverage proposed with porch is 16.5%.  Ordinance allows
15%.

William and Ricki D. Fountain, 913 Irving Avenue seeking permission to erect a one
story addition contrary to the requirements of Section 12.04 F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Maximum allowable building coverage proposed is 22.14%.  Ordinance allows 20%.

Richard and Teresa Joslyn, 755 Tamaques Way seeking permission to erect a
screened in porch contrary to the requirements of Section 11.07E7 of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Rear yard setback proposed is +26 feet.  Ordinance requires 35 feet.

William and Coleen Kane, 426 Birch Place seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section 11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Side yard
setback proposed (and present) is 7.5 feet.  Ordinance requires 10 feet.

Subramaniam Sujanthaknmar, 458 Birch Place seeking permission to extend porch by
approximately 56 square feet contrary to the requirements of Section 11.08E6 and 12.03D
of the Land Use Ordinance. Minimum side yard setback proposed (and present) is 7.73 feet.
Ordinance requires 10 feet.  Front yard setback proposed (and present) is 29.8 feet.
Ordinance requires the estimated front yard depth, which is 33.5 feet.

Philip and Alicia Weaver, 509 Dorian Place seeking permission to erect a garage
contrary to the requirements of Section 13.01 G1c of the Land Use Ordinance.  Accessory
structures greater than 500 square feet require a side yard setback of 10 feet. 1.5 feet is
proposed.

Emanuele and Maria Conti, 654 Boulevard seeking permission to erect a second story
addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.07C6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Side
yard setback proposed (and present) is 5.25 feet. Ordinance requires 10 feet.

Ken and Kris Tanji, 117 North Chestnut Street seeking permission to erect an two-story
addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.06 E6 and 13.01 B of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Side yard setback proposed is 7.6 feet. Ordinance requires 15 feet.  Accessory
Structure distance from principal building proposed is 11.10 feet.  Ordinance requires 14.10
feet.

Paul and Meredith Collins, 277 Seneca Place seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Side yard
setback proposed (and present) is 5.25 feet.  Ordinance requires 10 feet.

John and Cherie Fritz, 619 Maye Street seeking permission to rebuild wrap around front
porch contrary to the requirements of Section 11.09 E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Side
yard setback proposed (and present) is 2.3 feet.  Ordinance requires 10 feet.

Tom and Shannon Brennan, 12 Stoneleigh Park seeking permission to erect a two
story addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.05 E5 and 11.05 E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Front yard setback proposed is 7 feet.  Ordinance requires 40 feet.  Side yard
setback proposed 7.3 feet.  Ordinance requires 15.

The Westfield YMCA, 170 Elm Street, Block 2405 Lots 29 and 3 seeks permission to
utilize three existing rooms in the basement area of the First Baptist Church for day care
facilities, supplementing its existing and permitted use of the classrooms located at the rear
of the Church property, contrary to Sections 18.04F3 and 12.04C of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Application constituted an alteration of an existing non-conforming use and site
plan approval.  Applicant seeks variances from the following Sections of the Land Use
Ordinance:

List of Existing Nonconforming Zoning Conditions:
Section 18.04F3 requires that the conditional use comply with all conditional use
requirements; each use occupy separate building; and each structure meet the
requirements for the use proposed.
Section 18.08B requires a minimum lot area for a House of Worship of 75,000
square feet-68,625 square feet exists.
Section 18.0.8D requires a maximum allowable coverage of improvements for a
House of Worship of 50%-75% is existing.
Section 18.08F requires a minimum side yard equal to the building height for a House
of Worship (+ 30 feet) and 11.26E2 requires a minimum side yard of 10 feet for a
child care center-3.45 feet is existing.
Section 18.08G requires a minimum rear yard setback for a House of Worship equal
to the building height  (+ 30 feet) and 11.26E3 requires a rear yard setback for a child
care center equal to half the building height (+ 15 feet)-7.67 feet is existing.
Section 17.02C3a requires 241 parking spaces for the Church-41 are existing.
Section 12.04C prohibits a basement to be used for purposes other than storage and
utilities-Church uses basement for Sunday School purposes and Church related
functions.
List of New C.40:55D-70 c and d Variances Requested:
12.04C prohibits basements to be used for purposes other than storage and utilities-
application proposes to utilize 3 rooms for childcare center.
Section 16.04K allows one freestanding sign on the property-applicant proposes a
freestanding sign in addition to the one existing.

Documentation of the above is on file in the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Any interested party may appear at the hearing, either in person, or by their attorney, and
be given an opportunity to be heard with respect to this application.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from certain site plan details or relief from requirements
may be sought as appropriate.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 10/9/03, The Leader Fee: $162.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the Resolution
adopted on September 30, 2003 by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

RESOLUTION

LAWS & RULES COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER 30, 2003

WHEREAS, the Westfield Board of Health
is desirous of obtaining public health envi-
ronmental services on a per diem basis as
herein set forth; and

WHEREAS, Vincent Luster is willing and
able to furnish said services as herein set
forth; and

WHEREAS, the parties mutually agree
and covenant as follows:

1. The Town of Westfield agrees to pay
fee for service at a rate of $28.00 per
hour for all public health environmen-
tal services provided on a per diem
basis rendered for the period January
1, 2003 through December 31, 2003.

2. In consideration of the payments pre-
scribed in item #1 hereof, the afore-
mentioned per diem registered envi-
ronmental health specialists agree to
provide public health environmental
services as required.  Services shall
be performed in accordance with stan-
dards and procedures as set forth by
the New Jersey Department of Health
and Senior Services, and policies as
set forth by the Westfield Board of
Health.  Services provided will be un-
der the supervision of the Westfield
Senior Registered Environmental
Health Specialist, Ms. Tanya Moon,
BS, REHS.

3. The per diem registered environmen-
tal health specialists shall submit a
time report for certification via the
Health Officer, Robert M. Sherr, MA,
HO, documenting hours worked for
any environmental services per-
formed.

WHEREAS, the Westfield Board of Health
passed a resolution on September 8, 2003,
which recommended that contract be
awarded on a professional basis to Vincent
Luster for services as herein set forth for a
period of January 1, 2003 through Decem-
ber 31, 2003.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that a contract be awarded to Vincent Luster
pursuant to the resolution of the Westfield
Board of Health dated September 8, 2003
for the aforesaid services.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
proper Town Officials be, and they are
hereby, authorized to take whatever actions
are appropriate in the execution and dis-
charge of this contract.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a
copy of this resolution shall be published in
the Westfield Leader as a public notice of
the action taken in accordance with NJSA
40A:11-5.
1 T - 10/9/03, The Leader Fee: $59.67

Knights of C. Honor Area
Uniformed Service Members

BLUE HONORS…The Knights of Columbus recently held a Blue Mass in honor
of local uniformed service members. Firefighter Chris Stopero is seen receiving
his award from Monsignor Joseph Massiello and Carlos Perez Santall, Deputy
Grand Knight, with Lieutenant Pat Tighe of the Westfield Rescue Squad next,
followed by Westfield Fire Department Deputy Chief John Duelks.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Mr. & Mrs. John Fuimo for an
addition to their existing home on the prop-
erty at 58 Locust Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, being Block 93 Lot 8.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

John & Tabitha Fuimo
58 Locust Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/9/03, The Times Fee: $15.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on October 23, 2003 in Council Chambers
in the Westfield Municipal Building,
Westfield, New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear
and consider the following application:

03-07(V) ONE ELM STREET ASSOCI-
ATES, L.L.C., ONE ELM
STREET, BLOCK 3105, LOT
18, PRELIMINARY AND FI-
NAL MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL.  APPLICANT SEEK-
ING TO CONVERT A BUILD-
ING FORMERLY USED AS A
BANK FOR THE PROPOSED
USE AS A RESTAURANT ON
THE FIRST FLOOR AND
COMMERCIAL OFFICES ON
THE SECOND FLOOR.  AP-
PLICANT PROPOSES TO
CONVERT PARKING AREA
TO PARK LIKE SETTING
WITH GAZEBO AREA TO BE
USED FOR OUT DOOR CAFE
DINING AS REGULATED BY
OUT DOOR CAFE LICENS-
ING.  Applicant seeks variances
from the following

List of Existing Nonconform-
ing Zoning Conditions:
Section 11.25E.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance.   Ordinance
requires a minimum rear yard of
1/2 the building height = 39 feet.
-  Existing is 1.87 feet.
Section 11.25F.1 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires window area minimum
40%  -  Existing 12.8%; 12.1%,
9%.

List of New C.40:55D-70c
Variances Requested:
Section 13.01E of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance requires
accessory structures in front
yard not permitted.  Proposed is
a gazebo.
Section 16.03E.3.a(3) of the
Land Use Ordinance.  Ordi-
nance allows mount height of
sign to be 12 ft.  Proposed is 22
feet & 38 feet.
Section 17.02C of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance for park-
ing requires 95 spaces.   Pro-
posed is none.
Section 11.25F.1 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires building facade window
area of 40%.  Proposed is
12.8%, 12.1% and 14%.
Section 16.03C.2 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires perpendicularly placed
signs are prohibited.  Proposed
is blade sign.
Section 16.04E.2 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance al-
lows 2 signs on a corner prop-
erty.  3 wall signs, 1 blade sign
& awning signage is proposed.
Variances, waivers or excep-
tions from certain site plan de-
tails or relief from requirements
may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 10/9/03, The Leader Fee: $70.38

WESTFIELD – On September 28,
the Monsignor Watterson Council of
the Knights of Columbus in Westfield
celebrated its second annual Blue
Mass at Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield with Monsi-
gnor Joseph Massiello officiating.

The Mass was held to honor the
Westfield and Mountainside Police,
Fire and EMS departments. Accord-
ing to Chris Beck, Past Grand Knight,
“There has always been a strong as-
sociation between the Knights of Co-
lumbus and the uniformed services.
With this Mass, we honor our own
local heroes, all of whom serve their
respective communities, whether as
volunteers or as their chosen profes-
sions.”

As part of the service, the Knights
honored outstanding members of the
various departments based on the rec-
ommendations of each department.

According to Westfield Fire De-
partment Chief John Castellano, his
department nominated Deputy Chief
John Duelks for his dedication and
extensive volunteerism.
Mountainside Firefighter Chris
Stopero was chosen by his peers for
his dedication to his job and depart-
ment, said Mountainside Fire Chief

John Browne.
Chief Bernard Tracy said that

Westfield Police Officer Gary Moore
was selected because of his contribu-
tions to programs involving children
and juveniles, such as the Youth Acad-
emy. Captain Jeff Foulks of the Union
County Police Department was se-
lected by his department because of
his efforts in setting up and running
a very successful program promot-
ing the use of car seats for children,
said Chief Daniel Vaniska.

The Westfield Rescue Squad’s
Lieutenant Pat Tighe was selected by
his peers because of his dedication to
serving the community, over and
above the call of duty, advised
Westfield Rescue Sqaud President
Lynn Feldman.

A prayer was also offered by
Monsignor Masiello in memory of
Mountainside Police Captain Todd
Turner, who died recently. Capt.
Turner had also been very involved
with the Mountainside Rescue Squad.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on October 22,
2003 at 8:00 P.M. in the Borough Hall of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Plan-
ning Board will hold a public hearing to erect
a fence at 34 Stewart Place, Fanwood, New
Jersey also known as Block 48, Lot 8 as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map. The fol-
lowing variance is requested from the Land
Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood

Sec. 184-133 Variance Requested: fence
within less than 50 feet of a gas line.

Permitted: 50 feet; Present: - ; Proposed:
20 feet

The application will also seek such other
relief  as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of the
application or amendment(s) to the applica-
tion.

All interested persons may be present
and heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Philip J. Cama
334 Stewart Place

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/9/03, The Times Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
October 2, 2003, the following decisions of
the Board were memorialized:

Denied a Temporary Operating Permit to
Bruce Vuono for the utilization of a portion
of the premises and the garage for the
operation of a plumbing business at the
property located at 403 Forest Road (Block
1502, Lot 8), Scotch Plains.

Granted a Temporary Operating Permit
with conditions to Stephen Marinaro for
the utilization of the premises for a transpar-
ent business at the property located at 2531
Mountain Avenue (Block 4602, Lot 30),
Scotch Plains.

Granted a rear-yard setback Variance
with conditions to Thomas and Lisa Walker
for the construction of an addition to the
premises located at 1200 Rahway Road
(Block 15701, Lot 23), Scotch Plains.

Granted side-yard setback and height
Variances with conditions to Sally Pettit
and Robert Herb for the construction of a
detached garage at the property located at
2264 Coles Avenue (Block 3603, Lot 6),
Scotch Plains.

Granted a fence height Variance to
Gilberto and Wilda Zayas for the con-
struction of a six-foot-high fence at the prop-
erty located at 2400 Mountain Avenue
(Block 4004, Lot 10), Scotch Plains.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 10/9/03, The Times Fee: $35.19

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
OCTOBER 16, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. at
Bowcraft Amusement Park located at
2524-2545 Route 22 West (Block 4802,
Lots 9, 10, 11 & 12), Scotch Plains, the
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
Special Meeting to review the proposed Site
Plan for the addition of water rides to the
Park.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 10/9/03, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Mr. Gregory Cassella for an
addition of a deck to his existing home on the
property at 5 Saville Row, Fanwood, New
Jersey being Block 116 Lot 88.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Gregory Cassella
5 Saville Row

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/9/03, The Times Fee: $15.30 NEW POSITION...Jamie Andreski of

Westfield has joined Weichert Com-
mercial Brokerage in Morris Plains as
the marketing coordinator, where she
is responsible for press releases, biog-
raphies, flyers, marketing packages
and proposals. Previously, Ms.
Andreski worked as a media analyst
for LexisNexis’ PR Solutions in New
Providence as managing editor of Hot
Media Newsletter. Ms. Andreski has
also created brochures and newslet-
ters for NJ Transit and The Pennsyl-
vania State University.

ADOPTION

We are looking for families and
singles to adopt from China,
Russia, Guatemala and Haiti.

Call (732) 549-2581

HOME FOR SALE

757 Fairacres Ave, Westfield
4 Br., 1-1/2 bth, EIK, formal dining
room, fireplace in livingrm w/hand
painted tiles. Newer appliances,
oak floors throughout, great
storage space, finished basement.
Move right in. Lot 50 x 140.

Open House
Sunday, 10/12 (908) 317-9348

GARAGE SALE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11
9AM - 2PM

NO EARLY BIRDS PLEASE!!
1300 KNOLLWOOD ROAD

MOUNTAINSIDE

GARAGE SALE

Westfield - 411 Quantuck Lane
(off Lawrence Ave near Rt 22)
Satuday Oct 11, 9am - 3pm

Household items, boys clothes air
hockey table, toybox, toys, bike,
x-mas decor, BBQ grill and more.

PT ACCTS RECEIVABLE CLERK

Small Springfield based
manufacturing company seeks
experienced accounts receivable/
collections clerk. 15 - 20 hrs/wk.
Fax resume to (973) 379-0081
or call Dave (973) 379-8844.

COMPUTER REPAIR & HELP

PC repairs, upgrades, backups,
configurations. Software/Internet
help & consulting. Inexpensive,
reliable, local. Seniors - discount.
References. Mirek (908) 389-0604

HELP WANTED

Administrative assistant needed.
Mac/Apple proficiency required.
Bookkeeping skills preferred.
Independent with good telephone
skills. Full benefits and competitive
salary.

Fax resume (908) 754-5603.
e-mail:

Kieran@appliedradiology.com

FOR SALE

2 Beautiful Crystal Chandeliers
Lots of Old Records

Queen Sized Bed and Dresser.
(908) 232-0980

CHILDCARE HELP

Working cpl. with 2 young children
seek live-in/out housework,
childcare. Must be reliable, flexible.
Early morning, late afternoon/
evening during week, some
weekend work. (908) 233-7203

CHILDCARE HELP

Westfield family seeks
experienced nanny for 2 year old.
Live-in and spanish speaking
preferred from Monday to Friday.
Must have references.

Call (908) 413-5077

ELEMENTARY TUTOR

Certified Elementary Level
teacher. Will tutor in your home,
afternoons or evenings, grades 1-
8. Experienced in writing, reading
and phonetic instruction as well
as Everyday Math. Other subjects
upon discussion. Call Heather at
(908) 789-2179 for further details.

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

AUTO FOR SALE

92 Toyota 4-Runner, Good
Condition, Auto, Air, CS, New

Trans, New Tires
Asking $5,300

Call (908) 665-2527
Cell (908) 507-4964

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Weehawken - 3 bedrooms,
parking for 2 cars, balcony, W/D,
heat & HW included. 1-1/2 months
security. No fee. Minutes to Mid-
Town. $1600/mo. Avail. Immed.

Call (201) 864-7024

FURNITURE

Bedroom furniture, Thomasville
cherry: Armoire, triple dresser, 2
nite stands and 2 mirrors; like
new, $3500 (908) 232-3235

HELP WANTED

Mothers & Others
WORK FROM HOME
$500 PT - $5000 FT
Call (888) 236-4180

www.cashflowopp.com

HELP WANTED

Full Time Dog Groomer
Dog Kennel and Daycare

seeking experienced groomer.
Cranford/Westfield Area

Huge $$$ Potential.
Call Jeff (732) 616-1039

HELP WANTED

Dental Assistant PT/FT,
Highquality, hightech  dental office
looking for exp’d, energetic, bright
person committed to excellence
in this friendly prof. office. Please
fax resume to (908) 233-5704.

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

HELP WANTED

HIGH FASHION
DESIGNER OUTERWARE
PART-TIME CUSTOMER

ASSISTANCE
(908) 232-3423

CHILDCARE

Working couple in Westfield seeks
dynamic, energetic nanny to live
in/out five days per week, caring
for 8 month old boy. References
required. Please call (917) 613-5547
or (917) 613-1165.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Recently, I dragged my mother into
a Watchung store stuffed with Hallow-
een costumes and decorations, de-
signed to scare the living daylights out
of the bravest souls. Even the propri-
etor was terrifying, looming over the
products like Lurch. Suspended from
the ceiling, a plastic, blood-drench
man, who had met his fate, forced my
mother to head toward the exit sign.

I almost purchased a halo to wear

to work, since I’m always telling my
coworkers I was born with one. But,
the price tag and the store’s gory
goods gave me pause.

There’s more to Halloween than gore,
guts and grapes peeled to feel like
eyeballs, as Donata Maggipinto points
out in the super-colorful “Halloween
Treats: Recipes and Crafts for the Whole
Family.”

If the photography by Richard Jung
(no relation to Fanwood Mayor Louis
Jung) doesn’t lure readers into a web of
Halloween revelry, the recipes for Baked
Sweet Potato Chips, Curried Pumpkin
Soup, and Pumpkin Pie Ice Cream cer-
tainly will.

Warming up from outside activities
like raking leaves or trick-or-treating
becomes a more flavorful experience
when marshmallows cut into ghost
shapes float over cupfuls of rich, com-
forting chocolate in the Hot Cocoa
with Marshmallow Spooks recipe.

Along the way, Maggipinto offers
helpful safety tips, reminding young
ones not to run with knives or scis-
sors, and to take extra-special care
when carving that prize-winning
jack-o-lantern.

The author pays equal attention to
parents and children in this 96-page

book, balancing some clever and cute
craft projects for kids and some tan-
talizing beverages with which adults
can stay cozy by the fireplace.

For example, Stained Glass Spooks,
which is both a craft and a dessert, can
be made and devoured with a lick and
a promise, or simply hung near a
sunny window as holiday decorations.
A project with safety in mind, the
Flashlight Lanterns can be swiftly
crafted with simple materials like pa-
per, a flashlight, and some clever em-
bellishments – sure to be the prettiest
flashlight on Halloween night.

Parents and children can haunt the
kitchen at night to work on the delicious
recipe for Cocoa Cobweb Cupcakes,
which classmates will  love to sink their
teeth into at a school Halloween party.

Finally, adults can take a much-
deserved break from all the festivi-
ties, and prepare an autumn evening
feast of Roasted Pork Loin with
Quinces and Lady Apples, finished
off with Pumpkin Crackle Custard
— all the while sipping some of the
tangy Devil’s Breath concoction fea-
tured in Maggipinto’s book.

“Halloween Treats,” which is
published by Chronicle Books, is a
Halloween lovers treasure from
front to back cover. The volume
contains projects that aren’t mys-
teriously difficult to prepare, but
bedeviling and bedazzling beyond
compare. Don’t leave your caul-
dron without a copy.

        Photography by Richard Jung
Cocoa Cobweb Cupcakes

Photography by Richard Jung
Curried Pumpkin Soup

(Group Sales of 25-74 tickets are 10% off and 75 tickets or more are 15% off )

Fridays
October 17, 24, 31

8:00 PM

Saturdays
October 18, 25

November 1
8:00 PM

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you love piano music, the
Fourth Annual Andrew De Grado
Piano Competition, Open Solo
and Accompanying Piano Com-
petition, will be held on Sundays,
October 12 and 19, from 9:30 a.m.
until 5 p.m. in the Little Theatre,
located in the University Center
building of Kean University, 1000
Morris Avenue in Union. The gen-
eral public is invited to hear stu-
dents, ages 11 through 18, com-
pete in a variety of categories.
Visit www.andrewdegrado.org for
more information.

*  *  *  *  *
It’s only $12 for a Saturday night

event, or $24 if you bring a special
date, to see a live acoustical Coffee
With A Conscience concert featur-
ing David Roth. According to the
hosts, Roth “blends a dash of Dan
Fogelberg, a pinch of David
Letterman, a whoosh of Will
Rogers, and a touch of James Tay-
lor-meets Jerry Seinfeld in his
highly original, sometimes hilari-
ous and always thought-provoking
award-winning music.” It starts at 8
p.m. at the Summit Unitarian
Church, 4 Waldron Avenue (corner
of Springfield Avenue), in Summit.
Doors open at 7:30 p.m., and re-
freshments will be served.

*  *  *  *  *
The Garden State Winegrowers’

Association South Jersey Harvest
Fest will be held at the Bellview
Winery in Landisville on October 11
and 12 from noon to 5 p.m. both days.
Thirteen New Jersey wineries will
set up a tent and bring out their wines
for you to try (and take home, if you
like). With live music by Danny Eyer,
good food, and plenty of crafters, the
whole family will be happy. Admis-
sion is $14 per adult, and includes a
wine glass to keep and more than 100
wines to be sampled. Kids are admit-
ted free, but sorry, they can’t drink.
For directions, call them at (856)
697-7172, or copy this link into your
web browser: http://
www.bel lv iewwinery.com/
directions.html. Don’t forget your
designated driver.

WSO LWSO LWSO LWSO LWSO Luncheon uncheon uncheon uncheon uncheon WWWWWill Iill Iill Iill Iill Includencludencludencludenclude
Antiques EAntiques EAntiques EAntiques EAntiques Experxperxperxperxpert, At, At, At, At, Appraisalsppraisalsppraisalsppraisalsppraisals

WESTFIELD — The Friends of the
Westfield Symphony (WSO) invite the
public to “An Afternoon to Treasure” at

Echo Lake Country Club on Friday, Oc-
tober 17, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for an
opportunity to dine and receive exclusive
tips and individualized appraisals from
keynote speaker and antiques expert
Carolyn Remmey.

During the three-course luncheon,
Remmey, an on-air appraiser who ap-
pears on the PBS television series, “An-
tiques Roadshow,” will share her insider’s
insights, instincts and expertise regard-
ing antiques and fine collectibles, and
conduct personalized appraisals (one
easily portable item per person) for par-
ticipating luncheon guests.

Pianist Shuang Guo, a featured WSO
guest soloist, will provide a musical in-
terlude.

Remmey’s New Vernon-based firm
conducts appraisal and estate consulta-
tion for an exclusive client list. Her cre-
dentials also include having served as
Principal Auctioneer of Phillips Interna-
tional and contributing editor to such
publications as Antiques & Arts Weekly
and The Antiques Guide. A member of
the Appraisers Association of America,
she consults for Bloomberg.com and
Chubb Collector.com.

Ticket prices are two-tiered. The $50
ticket entitles guests to the three-course
lunch and Remmey’s lecture and discus-
sion. For a $65 ticket at the Patron Level,
guests receive preferred seating at the
lunch and lecture as well as an individual
appraisal by Remmey. All profits benefit
the WSO.

MAYHEM…Some of the characters were caught raising a bit of mayhem
during a rehearsal for the Cranford Dramatic Club’s production of You Can’t
Take It With You, which will run from October 17 to November 1. Pictured, left
to right, are: Vikki Massulli, Bill Chamis, Anthony Marotta, Bernie Weinstein,
Ed Wittel, Maurice Moran, Ed Spiegel, Doug Thornton, Peg Harvey, and Mary
Quinn. For ticket information, please call (908) 276-7611.

TREASURE S...Members of the Friends of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
Luncheon Committee display the antique treasures well worthy of appraisal.
Pictured, left to right, are: seated, Christine Bailey, Lee Corcoran, and,
standing, Deirdre Malacrea, Jennifer Jaruzelski, Carol Leone, and Mary
McEnerney.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art

Association (WAA), Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce and Downtown
Westfield Corporation will sponsor “Art
in Westfield” Sidewalk Art Show and
Sale of Original Art this Saturday, Octo-
ber 11, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The rain
date is Saturday, October 18.

Over 70 artists will exhibit their origi-
nal artwork for display and sale. Artists
will present photography, painting,
sculptures and graphics. Landscapes,
natural life, still life, figures, portrai-
ture and abstract art will be among the
framed and unframed selections.

Throughout the show, artists will dem-
onstrate their artistic media. Visitors are
welcome to observe their creative ef-
forts and discuss their work with them.
Musical entertainment will be provided
and the show will be judged by Chris-
tina Saj, a Montclair artist, who will
award over $1,500 in prizes.

Prize winners and select artwork will
be displayed at Westfield Interiors fol-
lowing the show.

of things I like to do,” Russitano said.
“There is an educational component
to our weekly half-hour dance show,
and I get to dance.”

His independent production com-
pany creates the Comcast-aired show
that has two sponsors — The Mat-
tress Factory in Garwood and Aquatic
Visions in Linden.

On the weekly Wednesday early
evening program, the Westfield hosts
interview people in the field of dance,
give a short demonstration dance
step lesson, and even go on location
to display what people are wearing
and how they are behaving at the
clubs and dance spots.

“We have a loose outline of what
we will say, but most of it is a live
interview feel,” Russitano told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

While the audience gets to see the
hosts weekly, Shovlin herself has a
vision of her audience.

“I see this program especially for
men who feel stressed to go into a
studio to take lessons,” she said. “Our
target audience is for all people who
have said, ‘I’ve always wanted to do
that’ but just can’t take the first step.”

“Our show gives dance etiquette
tips, hints for how to dress to feel
more comfortable on the dance floor,
that type of thing. John has a partner
who handles the business, the pub-
licity — behind the scenes stuff,” she
explained, “so we can concentrate
on making the show as interesting
and varied as possible.”

Their creativity, self-expression
and natural comfort in front of a
camera are the basis of the TV pro-
gram.

“We like to show that we are regu-
lar people who have knowledge and
talent for dancing,” said Russitano.
“We don’t exactly walk down the
street doing cha-cha-cha,” he chuck-
led. “Just tell them (the readers) we
are typical Westfield folks.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Fiber Artists
Her contribution to the Brodsky Gal-

lery exhibition includes “Motherboard
Meltdown Versions 2.5-2.8: Four Patch,”
which has drawn esteem from children,
who enjoy the pieces’ vivid colors, quilters,
who admire her originality, and computer
“techies” who get “wired” over Vehslage’s
approach to the subject matter.

A computer network engineer for over
a decade, the artist uses traditional sew-
ing/quilting needles to infuse the multi-
colored wire inside of flat ribbon cable,
sashing patches together. These patches
have been embellished with recycled
computer components, such as floppy
disks and chips.

With titles such as, “System Over-
load,” and “Terminal Eyestrain”,
Vehslage has struck a chord with an
eclectic audience, which commissions
her work and includes the pieces in
exhibitions throughout New Zealand,
France, and Mexico.

Admirers and fiber art enthusiasts may
meet Dreyer and Vehslage during a Meet
the Artists reception on Saturday, October
25, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the gallery,
which is located in the Chauncey Confer-
ence Center, Rosedale Road in Princeton.

For more information, please call the
gallery at (609) 921-9000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Peter Basler
filmed a documentary on Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (F.O.P.) and how
the disease has impacted a young
Westfielder, was one of the Directors of
Photography. Rob Eckman and Ted Thode
were assistant cameramen, while Doug
Shineman contributed to special effects
and Kevin Johnson was the key gaffer.

Several television students signed a
mailing list that allowed them to partici-
pate as an extra for the film.

In previous films, Basler incorporated
the music of several New Jersey musi-
cians. However, Jay McMeekeen is com-
posing the original music for As Cool As
Jennifer.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Pen & Ink
something God say? Are viewers to
believe He’s just “up there” playing
tiddlywinks, unaware of our needs?

As a little girl at a park decides to
play God through a chain-link
fence, the angst-filled teenager
whines about miracles. The girl
tells her, “People ask me to do
things. I can’t break the rules.
Miracles happen within the rules.
You’re an instrument of thought,
limited by time and space.” Joan
responds, “I’d like to slap you.” Is
that how you’d talk to God?

Unfortunately, this extremely tal-
ented band of actors, (which also
includes Jason Ritter, the son of the
late John Ritter, and Mary
Steenburgen) are enraptured by a
plot-free script, paid to recite philo-
sophically fluffy lines which gloss
over the core of Christianity, instead
of making a true connect with its
believers and those who need inspi-
ration. The show is fraught with
Bible-named characters like Adam,
a pothead, and Grace, an androgy-
nous drifter, whose religious asso-
ciations are meant to slip in one ear
and out the other. Even worse, when
Joan asks her Vice Principal if he
believes in God, he suggests she has
a problem with psychosis.

A goofy mime, the last to appear
as the highest power, tells Joan about
some New Age baloney sandwich
philosophy called “reality strands.”
It’s like the Six Degrees of Kevin
Bacon, where a multitude of people
can eventually be traced to the fa-
mous actor. By her encounters with
others in need, the mime tells her,
that she eventually finds the an-
swers to her own problems. What
ever happened to praying about it?

“I remain silent,” he tells her,
“and I get criticized for that too.
Trust in me, Joan, that’s all I ask.”
This is the only modicum of truth
that comes from “Joan of Arcadia.”
The rest is rubbish and a pure
misrepresentation of who God re-
ally is and the relationship we are
called to have with Him. He
doesn’t laugh at our expense, cor-
rect our grammar, or encourage us
to slap him across the face.

Despite the many guises fabri-
cated by “Joan’s” writers and pro-
ducers, God cannot be found in
this show, as the television hour is
better spent seeking Him in the
places where He’s always been.
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CRANFORD — The Theater
Project at Union County College
(UCC) will present a staged reading
of My Sister Underground by play-
wright Jewel Seehaus-Fisher on Sun-
day, October 12, at 3 p.m. in the
Cranford Commons at UCC. Ad-
mission is free and open to the pub-
lic. For more details, please call
(908) 659-5189.
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WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-

nity Players (WCP) President Don
Mokrauer reported that Tri-County The-
ater League members have a cooperative
ticket policy, starting with the WCP sea-
son-opening production of Murder
Among Friends on Saturday, October 11.

The league is comprised of WCP,
Cranford Dramatic Club, Florham Park
Players, Stony Hill Players, Summit Play-
house and the Strollers of Maplewood.

With this new policy, WCP will offer
patrons from other Tri-County theaters a
$2 discount on single tickets for the
October 11 opener when the patrons
show their membership card from other
participating theaters.

“This is a way to encourage members
and subscribers of one theater to sample
shows elsewhere to help build the overall
community theater audience, and we are
pleased to participate,” said Mokrauer.

Similar discounts will be available for
WCP members at the other Tri-County
theaters. To reserve tickets for Murder
Among Friends, please call (908) 232-
1221.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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West Creek stole the show with some
of the most exquisite handiwork. Each
piece was reasonably priced, and their
booths were so popular, jockeying for
a position was a welcome challenge.

At the end of the day, most of those
political brochures flooded the gar-
bage cans on Union County College’s
campus, but visitors to the craft ex-
travaganza surely found rarities more
intriguing than previous shows.

Children enjoyed petting the horse
ridden by a Union County police officer
and senior citizens stuffed bags with
free pencils and maps splattered with
the county’s logo. Oldies boomed from
a stage commanded by a vocalist who
strutted and swayed like Joe Cocker.

Co-sponsored by the county’s Free-
holder Board and Division of Parks
and Recreation, the 17th annual show
accomplished what it always sets out
to do – satisfy each of the senses with
crafty treats for the eyes, ears and pal-
ates during a crisp, fall weekend.

piano solo or Ravel’s orchestra-only
version. There seemed instead to be
a lack of continuity. There was a
significant amount of doubling,
where piano and orchestra were es-
sentially playing the same parts. This
type of orchestration can lead to
pitfalls in synchronizing piano and
orchestra, especially in more rapid
passages.

Despite these inherent challenges,
Wroe and Neiman were in total ac-
cord throughout the piece in all re-
spects, and presented the piece in its
best possible light.

Orchestration in which the piano
and orchestra parts where more dis-
tinguishable were much more suc-
cessful. In particular, passages in
which string tremolos substituted for
their original piano equivalents came
across marvelously. The piano is ill
suited for tremolos, and the violin is
tailor made for them. This type of
separation produced a highly effec-
tive layering of sound.

Neiman’s dynamic performance
was met with a rousing ovation that
resulted in a solo encore of Chopin’s
Etude in A flat, Op. 25, No. 1. He
played brilliantly, handling the harp-
like study with such seeming ease
as if to erase any semblance of tech-
nical difficulty. The audience lis-
tened intently, enraptured by the
pianist’s singing tone and lyrical
phrasing.

Louis Scarmolin’s Three Preludes,
arranged for orchestra by John Sichel,
began the second half of the pro-
gram. The first piece, “Night at Sea,”
used harp glissandi, surging brass,
and undulating strings to effectively
portray its subject.

“Snowdrift” included bird-like
woodwind passages, pizzicato strings
(perhaps dripping icicles), and more
harp glissandi, perhaps evoking blow-
ing snow this time. “White Mead-
ows,” which began with oboe and
clarinet, was melodically and har-
monically the most interesting of the
three.

Sichel’s orchestration was so fit-

ting that it was difficult to imagine
the piece in its original piano solo
form without the colors and textures
of an orchestra.

Strauss’ Death and Transfigura-
tion fully exploits the resources of a
large symphony orchestra. Tackling
this piece with an ensemble the size
of the WSO was daring. The orches-
tra acquitted itself admirably; yield-
ing a sound output that belied its
limited numbers.

The piece has many solo entrances
in various instruments, and all were
played superbly. Wroe brought out
the intertwining lines in this densely
orchestrated piece with remarkable
clarity and precision. The orchestra
played with a wide dynamic range,
from the whisper like opening to the
ultimate climax in the “transfigura-
tion” with all forces in the orchestra
at full throttle.

Strauss interrupts some of the
more tortuous passages of the
“death” section with foreshadowings
of the “transfiguration,” and Wroe
slowed the orchestra’s momentum
wonderfully. I would have preferred
more forward motion in the suc-
ceeding sections after which tempo
was restored, as these passages
would have achieved greater ur-
gency. There was no feeling of drag
in the “transfiguration” section,
which flowed in a heavenly blissful
fashion.

The audience, which included a
delegation visiting from China, ap-
preciated the fine performances of
the evening. To my surprise, the hall
was not filled. Those who chose to
attend were thankful for a night of
splendid music, in a very convenient
locale.

WWWWWomanomanomanomanoman’’’’’s Club to Hs Club to Hs Club to Hs Club to Hs Club to Holdoldoldoldold
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WESTFIELD – The College
Woman’s Club of Westfield will
hold its annual theater party at
the Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) Theater, 1000 North
Avenue, West, on Friday, Octo-
ber 24, at 7 p.m. to see Murder
Among Friends.

College Club members will
provide a wine and cheese re-
ception at 7 p.m. before the play,
which begins at 8 p.m.

Tickets are $20 per person and
may be purchased by writing to
Mary Ellen O’Boyle, 678
Shadowlawn Drive, Westfield,
07090 or on the evening of the
performance.

The proceeds will benefit the
college scholarships distributed
by the club to young women.
Last year, the organization
awarded a total of $25,000 to the
applicants in the form of grants
and two-year and four-year
scholarships.
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HERE’S YOUR MOTIVATION...In
producing and directing his latest
independent film, As Cool As Jenni-
fer, Peter Paul Basler made certain
that actors knew their muse and
motivation.
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INSIDE : QUEEN OF ARTS SHARES THE SPOOKY DETAILS ON HALLOWEEN CRAFTING

           Sony Television
SAINT JOAN?...CBS’s “Joan of Arcadia”:
sanctimonious or sacrilegious?
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – “Fiber Revolu-
tion: Quilts as Art,” an exhibition
at the Brodsky Gallery in Princeton
will underscore poignant and dis-
tinctive pieces by Westfield na-
tives and fiber artists Joan Dreyer
and Carolyn Lee Vehslage, who
are members of Fiber Revolution,
a band of 30 art quilters from New
Jersey, New York, Connecticut,
Delaware and Massachusetts.

Seventeen of the 30 members
will participate in the show, which
was organized by Fiber Revolu-
tion member and Toms River resi-

dent Joanie San Chirico. The ex-
hibit will run from Monday, Octo-
ber 20, to Thursday, November 20.

Dreyer, a founding member of
Fiber Revolution, will present “Re-
quiem (for Greta),” an assemblage
of swirled fabric and sheet music
devoted to Greta Schoenemann, a
freshman who died on the campus
of Westfield High School (WHS)
on September 11, 2002.

“My daughter (currently a WHS
sophomore), was a friend of
Greta’s,” explained Dreyer. “I had
to find a way for my grief to work
itself out.”

As a child, Dreyer joined her
mother and sister, who were seam-
stresses, in experimenting with fab-
ric and fabric scraps, and in growing
as an artist, chose to fuse innovative
printing and surface design methods
with conventional quilting.

Vehslage, whose parents met as
neighbors living across the street
from one another on Westfield’s
Harding Street, is a former resi-
dent, who was mostly raised in
Rye, N.Y. She currently resides in
Erial, near Philadelphia.

“Requiem (for Greta),” by Joan
Dreyer.

“Motherboard Meltdown Versions
2.5-2.8: Four Patch,” by Carolyn
Lee Vehslage.

Westfield Art
Association

Saturday, October 11
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Raindate October 18)

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD

Westfield Art Association

908-232-7058

Westfield Area

Chamber of Commerce

908-233-3021

Downtown Westfield Corporation

908-789-9444
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By LISA M. BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – It was only
last year that Just Add Pepper, an
independent film by Westfield di-
rector/writer Peter Paul Basler,
was screened at the Rialto The-
ater in town.

This year, Basler has a new
independent film in the making,
entitled As Cool As Jennifer, which
is inspired by the popular ABC
dramatic television series, “Alias.”

Basler’s group, The Tomorrow
Project, along with Semper Men-
tal Productions and @will Pro-
ductions, is anticipating the com-

petition of the film before the end
of this year.

“The shooting is done,” Basler
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. He
also mentioned that his group is
awaiting a new film editing system.

“Hopefully it will all be done by
the end of this year,” he said. The
film may play in 2004 at The Rialto.

As Cool As Jennifer is about a
female college student, Cali
Brauer,  played by Kate
Dillingham, an actress from New
York City. But the character of
Cali is not just any college stu-
dent, but a spy whose parents
were killed by a rogue agent.

According to Basler, the movie
involves Cali’s search for mean-
ing in life, romance and avenging
the agent who killed her parents.

Basler and The Tomorrow Project
shot As Cool As Jennifer this sum-
mer, including scenes from various
nearby locations, including Ferraro’s
Restaurant, Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools, as well as
Westfield High School (WHS).

Filming also took place at
Fairleigh Dickinson University
and Drew University.

A teacher in the television pro-
gram at WHS, Basler selected a
handful of the high school students
who wanted to join his filming crew
and gave them the opportunity to
participate behind the camera.

Sean Devaney, who recently

                 Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE NEW FRED AND GINGER...Considering themselves to be “typical
Westfield folks,” residents Kara Shovlin and John Russitano host their own
weekly television program, “Make you Wanna Dance.” Pictured, above, the
dancing duo takes a break in picturesque Mindowaskin Park.
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Some people
dream of being on TV and hosting
their own show, so they work long
and hard at developing a talent, hon-
ing their skills and networking to
meet the right people. Others just
seem to fall into the industry through
a series of events.

Westfield resident John Russitano
exemplifies the former, while co-
host Kara Shovlin, also of Westfield,
is more like the later. Ask Russitano
if it was his hard work and unflag-
ging determination to get his own
TV show, and he will tell you it was
all that, but some people could con-
sider it to be “more of a fluke.”

Russitano and Shovlin’s weekly
half-hour show entitled “Make you
Wanna Dance” premiered by
Comcast, Channel 74, during the
first week in October.

For a number of months and even
years before the signing of this show,
Russitano and his producer partner
Marc Principato tried to get studios to
buy a half-hour comedy show they had
produced with Russitano as a stand-up
comedian. Because that dream didn’t
become a reality, Russitano decided to
work on his acting and dancing skills
to “build up the old résumé.”

He took two free ballroom danc-
ing lessons advertised at a studio,
was hooked, and then looked around
for a place where he could continue
to take lessons for free.

That’s when he paired up with
“Shall We Dance,” a Kenilworth stu-
dio. He did jobs around the studio for
the complementary lessons.

“Until then I was a ‘street dancer,’”
he said, explaining that he watched
people in clubs and various places,
imitating their moves and forging his
own style based on what he saw.

After completing formal ballroom
dance lessons, and even becoming a
professional dance instructor with
Fred Astaire, North American Dance
Teachers Association, Russitano now
calls himself a “street social dancer,”
which he feels incorporates “the en-
ergy of street with the ballroom danc-
ing that has impacted my street style
to give me finesse.”

He isn’t the stereotypic ballroom
dance instructor, though. In fact, he
is a blue-collar worker by day for
Westfield’s Department of Public
Works.

“I’m a teamster,” he said proudly,
“not what most people might think of
when they think of a dance instructor.”

Shovlin got on board as co-host of
the program through her brother-in-
law who is a longtime friend of
Russitano. Although Shovlin and
Russitano both worked at the same
dance studio, it was never at the
same time.

“When John called me up one day
and asked me if I was interested to co-
host, I didn’t hesitate,” said Shovlin,
when discussing how the duo had
never previously danced together.

Shovlin explained she had given

birth to her second son a few months
earlier, so she was between jobs. The
show’s perfect venue for her talent and
creative energy seemingly fell into her
lap. But she too had worked for years
as a professional dance instructor be-
fore the “instant” stardom of TV.

Since June, three months’ worth of
shows have been shot, and with a full-
year contract, they have plenty of room
to continue doing what they like.

“Our show is a perfect combining
Continued on Page 19
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Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7

281 Main Street • Millburn
(973) 467 4688

THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL

Private Instruction on
All Instruments, Voice and Ensembles

Established 1975 Certified Teachers

Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue • East Hanover
(973) 428-0405

256 Morris Avenue • Springfield
(973) 467-4688
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Every fall and
spring, Rose Squared Productions
brings the Fine Art and Crafts Show to
Nomahegan Park in Cranford. Until
this fall, the only real difference be-
tween the two seasons was the inun-
dation of leaflets distributed by poli-
ticians working feverishly up to
November’s Election Day deadline.

However, this year, more inven-
tive crafts could be found amid the
booths of cinnamon-roasted al-
monds and hot, braided pretzels.

Besides the usual painted wood
chatckis and dust-collectors were
items rarely seen before, whirli-
gigs of stained glass, handcrafted
sterling, gold and polymer clay
jewelry fashioned beyond the aver-
age imagination.

One attendee told Lennie
Kaumzha of Metal Magic in
Easthampton, Mass. that she had
been searching far and wide for his
candleholders, chandeliers and
candelabras cleverly crafted from

tin cans after she saw them at a
previous show.

When illuminated, the metal
sculptures emit incredible patterns
of light. Kaumzha explained, “Us-
ing an oxy-acetylene torch with a
pencil-thin flame, the original de-
signs are burned into the tin can
without drawing or stenciling. The
cans are then shaped by hand. The
action of the heat on the metal turns
the tin dark, almost pewter-like.”

Modestly priced, the lanterns can
be ordered at www.sover.net/
~himeka.

Little Claymates creations, which
were vended nearby, are formed
using sturdy polymer clay like Fimo
and fired in a confection oven. Teeny
witches and figurines marking dif-
ferent professions and holidays
could be personalized and worn on
a necklace at $15 a pop, while other
jewelry pieces were more elabo-
rately designed for an evening of
elegance.

Pennsylvania-based Glass Ex-
pressions and Stained Glass by Jo
Allyn of Manchester were notewor-
thy exhibitors in the category of
stained glass. Both vendors offered
flattering designs for lamps, win-
dows and suncatchers for every
season. Jo Allyn offered beveled
heart-shaped suncatchers for $5
each. No one could beat the price
and the quality.

Finally, Michael T. Dunn Dis-
tinctive Handcrafted Jewelry of
Petersburgh, N.Y. and Purple Gem
Designer Jewelry by Alan Uchin of

Continued on Page 19

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE SEARCH IS OVER...One shopper, who had been looking every-
where for Metal Magic lanterns and candleholders, finally met their
maker, Lennie Kaumzha, right, at the Fine Art and Crafts Show in
Nomahegan Park.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Newsflash! You don’t have to keep letting me in on your thinking
process. I’m omniscient.” That’s God speaking as a telephone wire
repairman. Those of us who thought that, especially through prayer,
God longed to hear our
thoughts and concerns, will
now become familiar with
CBS’s “Joan of Arcadia” ver-
sion which aims to replace
the white-bearded, hellfire
and brimstone version most
of us recognize with the dis-
guises of garbage men, news-
casters, bratty school chil-
dren and mimes.

Watching this show Fri-
day night, I had both ver-
sions of my conscience
seated on either shoulder –
you know, the smarmy little devil and the meek, just angel.

“They’re just being artsy. Those television writers are just playing on
the whole ‘you can see God in everybody’ theme,” said the devil,
chomping on some Cheetos.

“Oh, no,” the angel nudged in, “God would never say those things or
appear that way. Remember what Jesus said to St. Thomas? ‘Happy are
those who have not seen, yet still believe?” Although she was para-
phrasing, the angel made the most sense, yet the devil had a point too.
We are taught to see God in everybody, but believing He could represent
himself wholly through a gelled up news anchor was over the top.
Maybe even near blasphemy, especially when he smugly informed
Joan, “It’s me, you know, king of kings, lord of lords.”

Amber Tamblyn, who plays Joan Girardi, the girl receiving the
unholy visits, is a product of ABC’s “General Hospital,” where she
surpassed most of her fellow actors. She deserves the primetime role,
although the lines she delivers make me less than fond of her. When her
father, played by the commanding Joe Mantegna, shuts off the televi-
sion, cutting the cord between the news anchor and Joan, she goes into
Exorcist mode, needing to reconnect. Her family knows she’s been
“hearing voices,” but dad, the police chief, has an arson investigation
underway and that takes precedence.

Her next encounter of the fabricated-kind comes when a garbage man
in an orange suit persuades her to work to her potential. After asking
“God” why he “always has to be so mean,” he tells her, “Just because
I speak doesn’t mean anyone has to listen.” Does that sound like
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Brad Tinfow for The Westfield Leader and The Times
APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE…Pianist Adam Neiman and
Westfield Symphony Orchestra Music Director and Con-
ductor David Wroe receive hearty applause.

By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Music Director
and Conductor David Wroe opened
the 2003-2004 season of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) on Oc-
tober 4 at the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway.

The unifying theme of the
evening’s offerings was program
music, or music inspired by a non-
musical idea, such as a poem or
painting. In addition, two of the works
were arrangements originally com-
posed for piano solo.

The concert was sponsored by
Merck & Company, whose represen-
tative was awarded a plaque in rec-
ognition of the firm’s service to the
arts in Union County and the 100th
year anniversary of the opening of its
Rahway facility.

The concert began with three se-
lections from Morton Gould’s Fam-
ily Album Suite: Maestro Wroe pre-

ceded the performance of these pieces
by reading the composer’s annota-
tions from the score. These remarks
were non-musical guides to what
was occurring in the pieces.

All the pieces were cleverly com-
posed and highly evocative of their

subject matter.
“Nicke lodeon”
suggested the
rapid-fire scene
changes and melo-
drama of an old si-
lent movie, while
“Old Romance”
captured the wist-
ful remembrance
of a lost love.

“Horseless Car-
riage Galop” was
the most clearly
imitative of the
three pieces, as the
orchestra sounded
the winding of the
crank, traveling
music, horse
clopping, neighs,
and automobile
horns.

Wroe and the or-
chestra captured the character of these
three pieces perfectly.

The showcase work of the evening
was Moussorgsky’s Pictures at an Ex-
hibition, in a rarely heard version ar-
ranged for piano and orchestra in 1977
by Lawrence Leonard. The piece origi-
nated as a piano solo, and was later
orchestrated brilliantly by Maurice
Ravel.

Pianist Adam Neiman’s interpre-
tation was thoughtful, impassioned,
and lyrical, depending on what the
music required. He played with a
lovely singing tone throughout and
employed a wide palette of sound.

Despite the awkwardness and tech-
nical difficulty of the piano writing,
Neiman demonstrated a complete
command of the instrument. His for-
midable skill allowed him the free-
dom to create an involving music
experience for the audience in each
succeeding moment.

Because Moussorgky’s music is so
original, the work was generally ef-
fective, although several of the pieces
in this arrangement were less musi-
cally satisfying than others.

Some of the interplay between pi-
ano and orchestra produced little
musical advantage over the original


