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By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders general meeting held
on September 25 turned into an emo-
tion-filled discussion focusing on the
controversial juvenile detention cen-
ter in Elizabeth.

Family and friends of Edward
Sinclair, the youth found dead by
hanging in his cell in the center this
past May, came to voice their opin-
ions and ask why and how such an
event could happen.

County Manager George Devanney
began with a brief timeline regarding
key developments over the last couple
of years as it relates to the center. Mr.
Devanney stated that in June of 2002,
Ricci Green Associates was hired by
the County to, among other things,
look at various trends concerning ju-
veniles in the population and to make

Protesters, Seeking Closure of Detention Center,
Dominate Latest Meeting of Freeholder Board

recommendations on programs that
could prevent juveniles from entering
the center.

“That phase of the project was
completed, and some of the recom-
mendations are currently being
implemented,” noted Mr. Devanney.

The County, in January of 2003,
then contacted several real estate
brokers in hopes of finding a site for
a new center. Mr. Devanney said that
after disqualifying two previous sites
due to “negative factors,” the county
is currently looking at a new site and
expects the consultant’s findings
shortly. The county also had evalu-
ated the possibility of adding on to
existing buildings in the Courthouse
complex. However, the State rejected
that plan because of possible breach
of regulations involving building and
recreation requirements.

In March of 2003, the Freeholder

board passed resolution for a contract
with Morris County to reduce daily
population. However, as Mr. Devanney
stated, “Morris County decided not to
sign the agreement because they didn’t
want to accept juveniles from other
detention facilities.”

They also met in March with the
State Division of Youth and Family
Services (DYFS) to arrange for chil-
dren under DYFS care to be relocated.

In May of this year, a Freeholder
resolution imposed a 34 individual cap
on the juvenile center. Concurrently,
the Freeholders authorized a $1.1 mil-
lion budget amendment that would be
used to send juveniles to other county
facilities to maintain the cap.

“By the early part of June, we had
reduced our population to below 34
juveniles and we have since then
begun the process of updating the
center,” stated Mr. Devanney.

Among the changes either already
implemented or currently being imple-
mented are new security cameras; an
electronic watchman system that moni-
tors officers’ cell checks; new radiator
covers; and a new policy and proce-
dures manual for operation of the fa-
c i l i ty.

Salaam Ismail, head of the United
Youth Council based in Elizabeth,
appeared at the meeting at the request
of Yolanda Padilla, the mother of
Edward Sinclair. He said that it was
not his usual practice to represent
young people in this type of scenario,
but that, “Something moved me about
this situation.” Mr. Ismail explained
that in researching the facility, the
State of New Jersey had apparently
warned Union County about its con-
ditions, specifically overcrowding.
Referring to his research, he said that

Traffic Around Proposed Turf Field
Worries Residents in Scotch Plains

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Times

At times, emotions ran high during
a meeting last Thursday night designed
to establish communication and sup-
port between Scotch Plains residents
and the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission regarding the commission’s

plan to build a lighted, synthetic turf
field on a portion of land currently
used as an Ecology and Transfer Sta-
tion for Westfield residents.

The transfer station, which is a drop-
off site for grass clippings, branches
and shrubbery, is located on Lamberts
Mill Road in Westfield. It is situated

on 20 acres of land, 10 of which the
commission hopes to utilize. The sta-
tion would then be relocated to the
most eastern part of the land and would
operate from a separate entrance and
exit.

The proposed construction of the
field would impact Scotch Plains

residents due to the proposed loca-
tion, which abuts the Scotch Plains
border. The majority of residences
that surround the site are Scotch
Plains addresses.

A few attendees expressed their
resentment over having what will be

Borough Merchants Wonder How Redevelopment
Plans Will Impact Their Businesses, Livelihood

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

With only weeks to go until the
announcement of the revitalization
plan for Fanwood’s downtown, prop-
erty and shop owners are anxiously
awaiting news of how this will im-

pact their businesses.
In interviews with The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times, owners and
tenants gave their perspective on the
project. Many felt that the details
regarding what will happen to the
current buildings on Martine and
South Avenues have been very vague,
and that they as business owners
have not been informed of any spe-
cific information.

Some have heard rumors that emi-
nent domain will be invoked. The
tenants have been told that there will
be temporary structures available,
but most do not understand how their
businesses can be run out of mobile
home-type units.

The tenants have also been told
that they might be relocated, but they
have not been informed of the loca-
tion of the temporary site. Many
have questions about the rent prices
once the new area is completed, and
if they will be able to afford a more
expensive rent than the current rate.

Rita Mandel, who has been a prop-
erty owner in Fanwood for 45 years,
currently owns the buildings that con-
tain The Rice Inn, Eckerd,
Panettone’s Deli, Crown Jewels and
Fanwood Nails. When she first heard
of the area being declared in need of
redevelopment, she assumed that the
town and the business owners would
work hand in hand to upgrade the
current buildings.

However, she now hears rumors of
buildings being condemned and lev-
eled. She feels she has only rumors to
rely upon, because “details of the

redevelopment plan are being kept
hush-hush.”

When Mrs. Mandel received a let-
ter in June from the developer, Land-
mark at Fanwood LLC, informing
her that her property would be in-
spected “including surveys, tests,

soundings, soil borings, appraisals
and other studies,” she hired an attor-
ney to assist her in corresponding
with the developer.

The attorney felt there was a cause
for alarm, as the letter was quoting

Senator Suliga Opts
Not to Seek Reelection

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Just two days after telling The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that,
“it will all be resolved,” State Sena-
tor Joseph Suliga, who represents the
22nd District, decided to not seek re-
election.

After his arrest on September 20 for
allegedly using coarse language and
offering to perform a sex act on a West
Caldwell woman during a conversa-
tion on the floor of the Trump Marina
Casino in Atlantic City, the senator
issued an apology and announced he
would seek treatment for an alcohol-
related problem.

“The events of the last several days
have caused the woman in question,
my family, my friends, my colleagues
in the Legislature and my constitu-
ents pain. I wish to apologize to them
for any embarrassment I have caused
them,” Senator Suliga said in a state-

ment released on Friday morning.
An emergency meeting of the

Democratic Committee was sched-
uled for yesterday, after press time, to
select a candidate to fill the seat.
Union County Freeholder Nicholas
Scutari is the front runner in the race
to replace Mr. Suliga. Assembly-
woman Linda Stender dropped out of
the race for the seat yesterday morn-
ing.

Democrats are scheduled to ap-
pear in court before Judge Edward
Beglin in Elizabeth to find out if they
can hold up the printing of ballots in
the 22nd District.

Union County Republican Chair-
man Ron Frigerio told The Times that
“we have been contemplating” a law
suit, but that the Republican Com-
mittee “can’t do anything ostensibly
until Thursday or Friday.”

He said that in suing, the commit-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Elizabeth Correll for The Times
FANNY WOOD...Fanny Wood made a special appearance in period costume at
the annual Fanny Wood Day celebration in Fanwood on Sunday.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
CROWDED BOROUGH...A large crowd of children and parents gather to see
Grammy Award winner Tom Chapin perform at the annual Fanny Wood Day
celebration.

Update on No Child Left Behind Act
Presented to SP-F Board of Education

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Assistant Superintendent for In-
struction, Dr. Margaret Hayes, made
a presentation to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education at its
meeting last Thursday regarding a
New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion standards program.

Dr. Hayes attended a meeting with
the state Department of Education,
and gave an update on the details of
the No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
guidelines for testing all elementary
and high school students to make
certain they are making “adequate
yearly progress.” In response to fed-
eral legislation, the state set its own
standards in 2002 for measuring stu-
dent progress.

The specifics of the requirements
are currently being set, and Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol Choye
thanked Dr. Hayes for her extensive
work on analyzing and understand-

ing the details and reporting them to
the board.

Dr. Hayes explained that the spe-
cific data on how the state makes it
determinations are still being relayed
to the school districts.

“This is a work in progress at the
state level and, as a result, is a work
in progress at our level also,” she
said.

The goal of the program is to have
all students, by 2014, taking a yearly
test in grades 3 through 8 in language
arts, literacy and mathematics. They
will be tested once in science in high
school, most likely in the 11th grade.

The current tests students take are
the NJASK, or New Jersey Assess-
ment of Skills and Knowledge, in
fourth grade, formerly known as the
Elementary School Proficiency As-
sessment, or ESPA; the Grade Eight
Proficiency Assessment in eighth
grade, and the High School Profi-
ciency Assessment in 11th grade.

Dr. Hayes stated that she suspects
that the high school might not meet
the criteria due to the Special Educa-
tion department.

“The state looks carefully at stu-
dents who are assessed differently,”
she said.

School districts will be meeting to
further discuss methods of calculat-
ing progress when the scores of spe-
cial education students are involved,
with input from teachers.

It appears there will also be provi-
sions for other groups, such as stu-
dents for whom English is a second
language, and the economically dis-
advantaged.

Another component of the NCLB
program is the status of “Highly
Qualified Teachers.” This program’s
goal is to “make sure that all teachers
have taken a competency test in their
content area,” explained Dr. Hayes.

All instructors will be required to
meet this standard by the 2005-2006

Fanny Wood Day Feted New, Old Traditions;
Featured Grammy Award Winner Tom Chapin

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

There was a feeling of exuberance
in the air at Sunday’s Eighth Annual
Fanny Wood Day, with precipitation
failing to prevent attendees from en-
joying the food, shopping, games
and entertainment of the day.

Mayor Louis Jung welcomed
former Mayor Maryanne Connelly,
acknowledging that she was respon-
sible for establishing the first Fanny
Wood Day celebration.

“It is hard to believe that was now
eight years ago,” reminisced Mrs.
Connelly to the crowd.

Fanny Wood, portrayed by
Fanwood resident Tonya Francesca
Cama for the sixth year, had the
honor of introducing Grammy Award
winner Tom Chapin, whose perfor-
mance was one of the highlights of

the day. He performed songs for the
enjoyment of young and old, with
many children singing along to his
well-known lyrics.

Mr. Chapin has released a new
compact disk entitled “Making Good
Noise,” and his narration of Simms
Taback’s “There Was An Old Lady
Who Swallowed A Fly” storybook
won a 2003 Grammy Award for Best
Spoken Word Album for Children.

Tom Baber, the owner of the South
Street Café, and one of his employ-
ees, Tricia Nering,  continued a Fanny
Wood Day tradition: the apple pie
contest. Nine entries were submitted,
with Fanwood resident Peter Sayles

acting as judge. Mr. Sayles enlisted
the taste opinions of members of the
crowd to assist him in his decisions.

First place was awarded to Patricia
Plante of Fanwood, second prize went
to Donna Dolce of Fanwood, and an
Honorable Mention was given to
Susanne Wright, a Fanwood resident
whose daughter’s pie placed in last
year’s contest.

Many organizations and businesses
were represented at the event. Four
female members of the Historical So-
ciety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
dressed in period attire, sold postcards
and note cards with historical photos
of the area, as well as a book contain-

ing information on the two towns.
The Branch Manager of Fleet Bank,

Janet Strunk, manned a booth where
visitors spun a wheel to win various
giveaway items. Ms. Strunk is a board
member of the Center for Women and
Families. She joined Dorothy Van
Dyke, the President of the center, in
distributing information on services
available to all families in the area.

Laurie Wagner of Westfield, a
member of the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society’s Team in Training,
also took part in the event. She lost a
five-year-old cousin last year to one
of these diseases, and was inspired to
raise money for research.

In January, she will participate in a
race held at Walt Disney World in
Florida. The minimum amount of
money each participant must raise is

The Fountain, the new sign and the new and future park improvements have
been made possible by donations from over 100 individuals and companies, a
grant, volunteer time, labor and materials from many people and organizations.

Thank you from the committee. We could not have done it without you.
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Now is the Perfect time to plant  
bulbs for Spring Beauty.  Unlike most 
other things, it IS the Size of the bulb 
that really matters, and our bulbs are 
the biggest. Bigger bulbs mean bigger 
flowers in the Spring. We have over 100 
varieties to choose from. Save 20% Off 
when purchased this weekend. Also note 
that our shrub sale has been extended!

Bring the family in for our pumpkin 
picking, pony rides, hayrides, and 
haunted house. This weeks hours are 
Thu. Fri 3-5pm, Sat-Mon 11-4pm.
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the county reassured the State that prob-
lems would be addressed, but were in-
stead ignored.

“There was overcrowding; there were
a number of health and safety issues
which were allowed to stay in this facil-
ity,” he stated. “You allow the manage-
ment of that facility to go on. You allow
that facility to exist. And you allowed
Eddie Sinclair to die.”

Mr. Ismail then listed several demands
that he gave the County ten days to meet,
saying, “It’s not a request.”

Among the demands were the closing of
the center, “not next year, not in two years,
but now.” He also demanded that all the
youth be put in temporary facilities, and
that Darrell Hatchett, the facility’s director,
be fired. He added that if the demands were
not met, “civil disobedience will begin.”

Yolanda Padilla, Sinclair’s mother, was
armed with research and spoke follow-
ing Mr. Ismail. Ms. Padilla stated that
among other things, her son’s cell was in

violation of the New Jersey Juvenile
Justice Commission because the cell’s
sprinkler was not the recommended type.
She noted that as of October 2001, the
cell was not supposed to be used until it
was repaired. Ms. Padilla said that her
son was also under a 24-hour lockdown,
another violation of manual standards.
She explained that in June of 2000, the
Commission apparently had informed
Frank Guzzo (County Director of Hu-
man Services) and Darrell Hatchett that
the 24-hour lockdown practice was un-
lawful. Ms. Padilla said that despite this
violation and the county’s reassurances
to the commission that the lockdown
procedure would end, it continued. Her
research also revealed that as of May 10,
days before Sinclair’s suicide, there were
57 residents in the center.

Ms. Padilla ended with a sobering
thought: “Just be thankful it wasn’t your
child this time.”

In some emotional comments, An-
thony Hall pleaded with the board to,
“Please, shut that place down!” With
that, the entire group of teenagers and
other protestors shouted, “Shut it down!
Shut it down!” and Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon called for order. Mr. Hall later
acknowledged that, “You guys (the Free-
holders) hold the key.”

Others soon followed Mr. Hall’s lead.
Jonathan Paulino, a friend of Sinclair’s
who had also been at the facility, told of
occurrences at the facility such as fights
being allowed to continue with no inter-
vention from guards. Maria Nieves was
furious about Ms. Padilla finding out her
son had died through the news media.

“How could you do an autopsy with-
out letting the mother see the body?” Ms.
Nieves exclaimed.

Other county residents spoke out
against the juvenile center. Mary Beth
Kelly of Roselle expressed her disap-
pointment that the county was focusing
on building a new pet shelter while the
juvenile facility was being neglected.
Noting Union County’s slogan “We’re
connected to you,” Ms. Kelly opined,
“You say you’re connected…but you’re
connected with the nice things.”

Howard Andrews, one of the members
of the group “Stop The Train”, said that he
was there to speak about the train until he
heard about the situation at the juvenile
center. Mr. Andrews blamed county gov-
ernment for all that had transpired with the
juvenile center. “I don’t think anybody up
there (the Freeholders) cares…I hope there
is a movement to get rid of county govern-
ment,” Mr. Andrews said, calling county
government “a waste.”

Following the meeting’s public por-
tion, Mr. Guzzo addressed the youth de-
tention center issues. Mr. Guzzo stated
that he hoped to set up a meeting with Mr.
Ismail soon. He then addressed the nu-
merous questions of why Union County
has not been able to build a new facility.
“It’s not just a matter of building a new
facility,” commented Mr. Guzzo, but rather
keeping kids out of detention. He added
that, “We have done a lot of retrofit to meet
those standards (state standards) today.”

“While Union County has a
problem…it isn’t just Union County that
has a problem. It’s a state issue,” said Mr.
Guzzo.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Protesters, Seeking Closure
Of Center, Dominate Meeting
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the only lighted field in Westfield
directly in their backyards. They also
voiced their concern over the  increase
in traffic on Lamberts Mill Road that
a new field would cause, and the
present handling of the transfer sta-
tion.

Many of the residents, who own
homes which are adjacent to the drop-
off site, stated that Westfield authori-
ties ignore their complaints over waste
being left at the gates when the station
is closed.

Scotch Plains resident Barbara
Wecker stated, “After issues of the
dump are addressed, then and only
then can we work together with our
Westfield neighbors. There is a seri-
ous credibility issue.”

Drainage issues are also a major
concern, as one resident stated that his
yard receives direct water run-off from
the station every time it rains, due to
poor drainage.

The Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion is looking to install an additional
field, as opposed to renovating an
existing one, due to the growing popu-
larity of youth sports in town. Cur-
rently, there are 18 playing fields in
Westfield, with the board of education
owning 11 and the town owning seven.

The overwhelming need to “rest”
fields for an entire season has forced
the commission to look into putting in
an additional field so that high usage
fields can be renovated.

For example, with lacrosse gaining
status as a major branch of Westfield
athletics, the need for additional fields
is becoming more and more obvious.
Lacrosse tends to “wear a field out” in
more locations than soccer, causing
the need for more frequent renovation
of the fields.

A synthetic turf field would allevi-
ate the need to rest or renovate a field,
with manufacturers claiming a 10- to
15-year life span. An additional turf
field, to be located behind Edison In-
termediate School, is also being con-
sidered by the school board.

The commission began searching
for a site for the proposed field with
limited options. Other sites being con-
sidered are: the area behind the bas-
ketball courts at Tamaques Park, an
area adjacent to the existing fields
known as Sid Fay and Houlihan on
Lamberts Mill Road, and the National
Guard Armory.

Concerns have arisen over building
the turf field in Tamaques Park be-
cause numerous trees would have to
be taken down and the field would
have to be fenced, impacting the aes-
thetics of the park. In addition, there is
a stream that runs through the desig-
nated area named a Branch of the
Raritan River, which poses a problem.

A separate entrance would also be
needed to accommodate the increase
in traffic in the park. Parking would be
an issue, with the land not being large
enough to provide a parking area.

Building the field adjacent to Sid
Fay and Houlihan raises major con-
cerns due to the close proximity of the
railroad tracks, which serves over 70
freight trains per day. Although Sid
Fay and Houlihan are already located
adjacent to the tracks, the concern
involves the apparent danger of cross-
ing back and forth over the tracks
getting from field to field.

Due to the tension in the Middle
East, it is unlikely that the land now
hosting the Armory will become avail-
able.

According to Recreation Commis-
sion Chairman Keith Hertell, when
presented with these possible loca-
tions, the Westfield Town Council
voted unanimously in favor of the
transfer station.

Commissioner Jim Marvin pre-
sented an overview of the proposed
field, clarifying that it will not be a
stadium or sports complex. The site

will be 200 feet by 400 feet, with
approximately 300 feet between the
playing field and the closest property
line. It will accommodate a regulation
size field, with actual field mark-off
being 65 feet by 135 feet.

Bleachers and, if adequate funds
are available, restrooms, would also
be included in the plan. The field would
not include a public address system or
any type of loudspeaker. Hours of
operation would follow local ordi-
nances, with the field closing no later
than 10 p.m. A burm would be built
around the lower portion of the field
closest to the houses that surround it.
Evergreen trees would be planted on
top of the burm, bringing the overall
height to approximately 20 feet.

Commissioner Marvin’s presenta-
tion also suggested that the new field
would help to alleviate the parking
issues already present at Tamaques
Park by providing for over flow park-
ing. Parking would be available for
approximately 200 cars.

The field would also help to mini-
mize the odor associated with an ecol-
ogy center because the size and loca-
tion of the center would be modified
and placed farther away from resi-
dents. The synthetic material would
present no new odors.

The current drainage problems con-
nected with the transfer station were
also addressed in Commissioner
Marvin’s presentation. The field would
drain into a lateral drain underneath
the field, which would flow directly
into the main storm drain, unlike
present conditions, which cause run-
off into neighboring yards. The storm
drain and underground pumping sta-
tion would pump water towards
Tamaques Park and Lamberts Mill
Road, away from residences.

Lighting issues were also discussed,
followed by a presentation by Dan
Shalloo, of Musco Sports Lighting, Inc.

Mr. Shalloo said, “The majority of
projects we do are facilities located in
close proximity of homes.” The type
of lighting being suggested is called
reflector type lighting. It directs, and
reflects, light onto the playing sur-
face, minimizing “spill,” a term given
to excess lighting that spills outside
the specific area of concentration.

The amount of poles required, the height
of the poles, and how many individual
fixtures per pole would be involved has
yet to be determined. When asked by
attendees to make a rough estimate, Mr.
Shalloo stated, “The higher the light sta-
tions, the more direct the light. I would
suggest 70- to 80-foot structures from
field level, with six initial structures.”

Because the land is part of Green
Acres, having once been deemed wet-
lands, ecological studies are necessary
before any construction can begin.

Mr. Hertell stated, “Any and every
study that needs to be done will be
done…if environmentally this cannot
be done, the Recreation Commission
has to let it go.”

The Phase 1 study will consist of an
environmental study concentrating on
the soil. Phase 2 will be a follow-up to
the Phase 1 findings. An official traf-
fic study will be conducted on Lam-
berts Mill Road by counting cars. New
Jersey traffic officials rate Lamberts
Mill Road a level “D” road. The Gar-
den State Parkway is a level “F.”

An initial traffic study concluded
that Lamberts Mill would remain a
level “D” road after the addition of the
playing field.

The Recreation Commission is
awaiting approval from the Town
Council to build the field at the Trans-
fer Station. Once it has approval, all
necessary studies will be started. Af-
ter the necessary studies are complete,
the construction will begin.

The Town of Westfield will pay for
the cost of the field. The Recreation
Commission has already received
$300,000 in donations towards the con-
struction of the field, which will be used
to offset the overall cost to the town.

Scotch Plains Councilwoman
Nancy Malool, who attended the meet-
ing, acknowledged the need for space
and asked that the Recreation Depart-
ment “keep us informed” on any and
all pertinent information.

None of the members of Westfield’s
Town Council were present at the
meeting.

Once the council makes a decision,
another meeting will be held in order
to keep the lines of communication
open between the Recreation Depart-
ment and Scotch Plains.

the Eminent Domain Act, also known
as condemnation law. Yet Mrs.
Mandel had been assured that the
town did not intend to take these
steps in order to acquire properties in
town. She also requested informa-
tion regarding “insurance with re-
spect to any indemnity which may be
required” for the tests to be per-
formed on her property.

She has continued to have corre-
spondence with Francis Regan, spe-
cial counsel hired by the borough for
the redevelopment project, with cop-
ies of all letters being sent to Mayor
Louis Jung and Downtown Revital-
ization Coordinator Clayton Pierce.

To date, Mrs. Mandel has not been
provided the insurance information
she requires in order to allow testing
to be done on her properties.

She began her first business, a
drugstore, with her late husband, and
has a very emotional commitment to
the downtown area. She feels that
she has proven her dedication to the
area by continuing to run businesses
here, and feels betrayed by the pos-
sibility that she and her tenants might
be ousted from their properties.

“I felt like Fanwood was my town,”
said Mrs. Mandel. “I have hand-
picked my tenants for what I thought
was best for the town.”

If the buildings are demolished and
the tenants are not allowed to have
new retail spaces or are unable to
afford the new rents, “I feel for my
tenants.” she said, as she began to cry.

When Victor De Jesso opened the
Double Dipper Cafe in July of 2002,
he was fulfilling a dream of owning
an ice cream store as his parents had
in their retirement in Pennsylvania.
Having grown up in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and lived the past 12 years
in South Plainfield, he looked for-
ward to serving the public and “the
gratification of people getting en-
joyment from your labor.”

After 17 years in a corporate job,
his position was downsized, and the
timing felt right to pursue his dream.
Before he opened the café, he said, “I
was told about the revitalization
project, but I was not told about
knocking down buildings and mov-
ing businesses. I was at a meeting of
the Business and Professional Asso-
ciation where they were showing a
diagram of the proposed new down-
town area, and where my shop cur-
rently stands was a driveway.”

When looking ahead to the newly
developed area, he stated, “As a busi-
ness owner, I feel we should have
been approached already. We, the
established business owners, should
be given the first choice of the new
retail spaces, because we have proven
our loyalty by having our businesses
here. No one is going out of their way
for us.”

Mr. De Jesso feels that “every-
thing is hush-hush. When you ask
questions, you only get vague an-
swers. I am very nervous. The first
few years in a new business are very
difficult, you make no money, and I
cannot cover unexpected costs with
moving to a new location.”

Mr. De Jesso runs the café with his
wife, Jeannie, and the business is
their livelihood, supporting three
school age children.

“I have had many sleepless nights,”
he said. “I want to benefit this com-
munity, the town of Fanwood. I like
the nice people, my customers, the
community. We all have young chil-
dren, common bonds. I don’t want to
be pushed out. I want to stay.”

Looking ahead to a new busier shop-
ping area, he stated, “Our area is not a
high foot traffic area, and I’m all for
that, increasing the foot traffic. But if
the town really wants the walk-in traffic
that they say they want, I believe shops
would be much more of a benefit than
townhouses. If the town does want to be
similar to Westfield, it needs to have
many stores where customers can walk
around, shop, eat, have dessert.”

Like many tenants, he wonders
what type of retailers the developer
will recruit.

“Another fear I have is that they
will not want businesses like ours,”
he said.

Tony Gasparino has owned Anton’s,
a hair salon on Martine Avenue, since
1973. Like Mrs. Mandel, he has a
long history in the area.

“My father raised six children and
worked six days a week to save to
purchase the building. I feel I have
maintained the property impeccably
and way above community stan-
dards,” he said.

Mr. Gasparino wants to make cer-
tain that residents understand the
viewpoint of many owners in the
downtown area.

“We are not against the cleaning
up of the Dean Oil site. There is no
argument that something should be
done about that. We feel that the
upgrading of the properties should
be done with the developer and in

agreement with the owners. What
they are attempting to do is good. It
is how they are going about doing it
that has us riled up,” he explained.

He stated that for him it is not a
political situation, it is the fact that
“the town gave the developer some-
thing that was not theirs to give: my
property.” To him, it feels as if “the
town is asking me to donate my prop-
erty, because I will be paid only fair
market value for the land, I will not be
compensated for my business.”

At last week’s monthly meeting of
Fanwood’s Business and Professional
Association, Mayor Jung stated that
the date of a public hearing would be
announced within the next six to
eight weeks.

Residents will be able to attend the
hearing, where the plan for the down-
town area will be shown and com-
ments will be taken.

school year.
Dr. Hayes stated that, “goals are

being set, and we will move forward as
a district towards meeting these goals.”

Board member Pat Hoynes-
O’Connor pointed out that the strict
guidelines that are being set are in-
dicative of the state’s excellent pub-
lic school system.

“The state of New Jersey has very
high standards. It is ranked in the top
five in the country,” she said.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony Del Sordi gave a
facilities update, reporting that the
second floor link, a bridge located at
the high school, and an elevator have
been completed and will receive in-
spections. It has been decided that
the high school students will be al-
lowed to decorate the hallways of the
bridge. The type of decoration has
not yet been chosen.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, all
windows are being replaced at
McGinn Elementary School, and the
project is “moving rapidly.”

He added that bad weather has
“impeded the progress of the work
on the varsity baseball and girls’
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SP-F School Board Updated
On No Child Left Behind Act

softball field;” however, it is still
hoped that the area will be ready by
spring 2004. School buses at Terrill
Middle School will now park at the
back of the parking lot, with signs
indicating their parking area.

A recent meeting to discuss the park-
ing problems affecting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) was
attended by Scotch Plains Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, SPFHS Principal Dr. David
Heisey, board member Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse, Mr. Del Sordi, and stu-
dent representatives.

Alternatives to assist the parking situ-
ation were discussed. Two measures
have already been taken: the streets
surrounding Evergreen Elementary
School are now permit parking only,
with signs indicating this restriction,
and students may also use 24 parking
spaces at Green Forest Park.

The first reading was held at the
school board meeting regarding a
policy on the use of electronic com-
munication devices. The policy
would allow high school students to
carry cell phones and pagers; how-
ever, they would be required to be
turned off during school hours.
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Fanny Wood

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
CHEERS, NO JEERS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s Raider football
fans root for their team, and their cheering paid off, as the Raiders were the
winners at the September 26 game.

GRANT FOR MUSIC…Area representatives of Commerce Bank recently
presented at a check for $500 to Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Principal
Dr. David Heisey. The grant funds will support student musicians who partici-
pate in the school’s array of music activities and competitions. Pictured, left to
right, are: Vice President/Relationship Manager (Flemington) Cheryl Griffith,
Assistant Vice President and Scotch Plains Manager Kurt Illsije, Vice Presi-
dent/Retail Market Manager Howard Becker, and Dr. Heisey. The grant is part
of the bank’s effort to take an active role in the communities it serves and to
support a range of special events and programs.
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Merchants Wonder How Plans
Will Impact Their Businesses
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SP Residents Voice Traffic
Concerns Over Turf Field

tee will seek to “set the record straight
from past decisions,” referring to last
year’s Supreme Court decision to allow
Senator Frank Lautenberg to replace
Senator Robert Torricelli on the ballot.

Republican candidate for the District 22
Senate seat, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks, told The Times that, “considering
what happened last year (with the Torricelli/
Lautenberg switch)...I’m not suprised.”

He said that the increased media atten-
tion will only benefit his campaign for the
senate seat. “Regardless of the court battle,
my chances are good,” he remarked.

Telephone calls to Assemblywoman
Stender were not returned.

$3,500, and Ms. Wagner stated that
she hopes to exceed that figure. To-
wards that goal, she was selling histori-
cal photographs of Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Westfield, Plainfield, Garwood
and Netherwood at the event. All those
interested in donating to this cause may
call the Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety Team in Training at (800) 482-8236.
For further information, please visit
www.teamintraining.org/328.

Materials from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public schools were distrib-
uted by Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye, Park Middle School As-
sistant Principal Kevin Holloway, Di-
rector of Special Services Tom Beese,
school board member Craig Nowlin and
District Supervisors Trish Camp, Merrie
Snow and Joan Mast.

Members of Fanwood’s Volunteer Fire
Department handed out safety informa-
tion to families. Children were encour-
aged to climb inside the fire engine,
learn details about the equipment and
receive a child-size fireman’s hat.

Attendees were able to obtain infor-
mation regarding adoption from Carolyn
Dillard, an Adoption Recruitment Spe-
cialist for the New Jersey Division of
Youth and Family Services Adoption
Program.

Both Democrat and Republican can-
didates in November’s General Elec-
tion attended Sunday’s event, handing
out campaign materials and talking with
constituents.

The events of Fanny Wood Day will
be broadcast on Channel 35.

The classic car show originally sched-
uled for Fanny Wood Day was postponed
due to rain. It will be held this Sunday,
October 5, in the northside Fanwood
train station parking lot from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.


