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LITTLE FRIENDS…The Westfield Day Care Center Friends will accept
donations for their annual Fall Children’s Sale from Monday through Friday,
October 6 to 10, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. in the Christian Education Building
of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, 120 Mountain Avenue. Clothing for
boys and girls from infants through size 14 is needed. Puzzles, games, educa-
tional toys, books, tapes and small furniture items are also being collected. The
sale will be held Friday and Saturday, October 17 and 18, in Westminster Hall
of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Pictured above are a few of the
children from the center, which serves children age two-and-a-half through
kindergarten.

Scratch the Surface of Any Life
And You’ll Find a Rich Story

By THE REV. ANDREW HAMERSLEY

This past week, a beloved parish-
ioner died. It is part of a clergy
person’s life to experience death with
our people and, ordinarily, this means
to walk a number of surviving family
members through the ordeal.

This case was different, because
the man who died lived alone. What
is more, no one knew where to find
the next of kin. The lawyer from the
hospital had their nice social worker
get in touch with me through the
man’s next door neighbor, a saintly
woman who had been trying her best
to help him out.

The social worker told me that I
could go to the Surrogate’s office in
Elizabeth and get a letter that would
allow me to enter the deceased man’s
house under the supervision of the
police to see if I could locate a will or
a next of kin’s address.

This was not an appealing thought.
Within half a day, that is exactly
what I did and all the officials, the
Surrogate, her office staff, and the
Westfield police officers were ex-
tremely sensitive, professional and
caring. I think the police have a soft
spot for the man, as he was a well-
known character in town and be-
cause his father had been a police
officer killed in the line of duty.

Our parishioner was a devout, hard-
working, lifelong Westfield resident
— he knew more about medicine and
physics and many other subjects than
I could keep up with.

He was always the first one to
church, arriving an hour or so early
for the 7:45 a.m. Sunday service. He
always had a glass of cold water
waiting for me when I arrived at 7.
He always made the same crack about
giving me my “rum ration.”

In the last half a year, I would often
arrive and find his pledge envelope
tied to my door with an elastic. He
had been there but his “innards” pre-
vented him from staying.

I had known that his illness had
taken a bad turn. I had spoken with
him on the phone twice last week. He
refused to see me in the hospital.

Ordinarily, I would have persisted

and gone anyway, open to the possi-
bility that he might kick me out of his
room. But not with this man. This
was a proud man who refused to
allow me to enter his home, too.

A solitary, friendly individualist,
many in the town would see him
walking very early in the morning,
often wearing the pants of a postal
uniform. As a career letter carrier, he
simply had walking in his blood.

When he died, I was sad and shocked
but ultimately not surprised because I
knew that he had been ornery about
his care both before and after he was
hospitalized. He told me on the phone
from the hospital that he wanted my
prayers but not my visit and that the
angels were nearby and waiting.

Armed with the Surrogate’s letter
and accompanied by the police, I
entered his house two days later and
stepped back into a world of a much
earlier era. This, the family home, had
not changed much in half a century.

For me, to enter into my friend’s
private sanctuary provoked a mix of
admiration and heartache – admira-
tion that a person could live so much
on his own terms and heartache that
it was such a solitary existence. It
sent me into a brief spiritual crisis.

Scratch the surface of any life and
there will be revealed a rich story.
Often these stories include challeng-
ing realities no one gets through this
life unscathed. You never know about
people. You never know about fami-
lies.

Humans are mysterious beings and
they should provoke our wonder and
awe. It is best to pay closer attention
to our neighbors. It is best to be more
loving toward them. It is best to enjoy
every bit of their conversations, even
when they start to meander.

These days, on the Sabbath, I am
pouring my own water when I arrive
at the church. I miss David and I am
grateful to God for his life and friend-
ship.

*  *  *  *  *
The Reverend Hamersley is Rector

of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Labyrinth Walk to Be Held
Sunday at Cranford Church
CRANFORD – The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open Labyrinth Walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, October 5.

All walks will be held in Bates
Hall at the church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue. Members of the
community and surrounding munici-
palities are invited to participate.

Individuals may walk the Laby-
rinth anytime between 1 and 4 p.m.,
but are asked to begin their walk by
3:30 p.m. so they may complete it by

4 p.m. Subsequent walks will be held
on the first Sunday of every month.

Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medita-
tion. The 11-ringed pattern, painted on
canvas, is modeled on the 13th century
labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral. At the
time, walking the labyrinth symbol-
ized the Christian pilgrimage to Jerusa-
lem for people who could not person-
ally make the journey.

 For further information concern-
ing the Labyrinth Walks, please call
the church office at (908) 276-8440.

Hadassah Godparents Event
To Take Place Aboard Ship

Rosarians, Catholic Daughters
Plan Communion Breakfast

WESTFIELD – Westfield
Hadassah will hold its annual God-
parents event on Sunday, November
2, with a cruise around Raritan Bay
from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Proceeds from the event, chaired by
Betty Dubman and Carole Thau, will
benefit the Pediatric Emergency Unit
within Hadassah’s new Center for Emer-
gency Medicine at Ein Kerem, Israel.

By time it is completed in 2004, the
Center for Emergency Medicine will
be capable of treating 120,000 trau-
matically injured patients annually.

Fundraiser attendees will be wel-
comed aboard the Cornucopia Prin-
cess, harborside on Smith Street in
Perth Amboy, with a glass of cham-
pagne, mimosa or soft drink.

As the ship sets sail, they will be
treated to brunch featuring a salad
bar, fresh fish, pasta, carving sta-
tions, an omelet and waffle station,
bagels and lox, assorted gourmet
pastries and other offerings. Coffee,
tea and desserts will be served as the
ship heads back to port.

Steve Berger will sing and enter-

tain during the cruise, and there will
be music for dancing.

An elevator will be available for
people with special needs and efforts
will be made to find rides for those
who need them.

The cost is $100 per person and
$200 per couple. Hadassah certifi-
cates will be given to those who con-
tribute $200 or more. For more infor-
mation and to make reservations,
please call Jeanne Goldstein at (908)
232-3308 by Friday, October 10.

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
and St. Helen’s Rosary Society, to-
gether with the Holy Trinity Catholic
Daughters, will hold a Communion
Breakfast on Sunday, October 12.

It will take place at The Westwood,
located on North Avenue in Garwood,
after the 9 a.m. Mass at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

New members will be inducted,

dues will be collected and contribu-
tions to Raphael Life House in Eliza-
beth will be accepted. The guest
speaker will be Ty Agosta from the
Archdiocese of Newark.

Catholic Daughters Court Trinity
No. 336 will host the breakfast this
year. All are invited to attend. Tick-
ets may be obtained by calling Rose
Aiello at (908) 232-6460 or Florence
O’Neill at (908) 232-4346.

Sunrise seniors have one thing in common.

They’re all different.
At Sunrise, we celebrate all of our residents
for the unique individuals they are. We believe no
two people are alike, so the care and services we
provide should never be exactly the same.

This approach helps seniors live the life they
want to live, from beautifully appointed
living spaces to personalized assistance and
care. We call it resident-centered senior
living, and it begins the day a senior walks
into one of our communities.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living  commu-
nity, and discover how we’re different. In
Mountainside and Westfield, we offer Assisted
Living and Alzheimer’s Care.

Please call us to schedule
a personal consultation or tour.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Meeting of Caregivers
Slated at Parish Center

WESTFIELD — A support group
for people caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, October 6, at 8 p.m. in the
Parish Center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church, located on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first
non-holiday Monday of every
month. These are information and
sharing sessions. For more informa-
tion, please call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1867.

Cabaret Night Set Saturday
At First Congregational

Blood Drives Are Scheduled
At Several Area Locations

WESTFIELD – An evening of live
cabaret music, featuring professional
pianist and vocalist Joe Regan, will
take place this Saturday, October 4, 
from 8 to 10:30 p.m. at the First
Congregational Church, located at
125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

Entitled “Jerome Kerns, Dorothy
Fields, et al,” the program will present
familiar standards by the composer
and lyricist songwriting team.

Selections will include “I’m in the
Mood for Love,” “Just the Way You
Look Tonight,” and “I Can’t Give  You
Anything But Love,” as well as other
popular show tunes of the era. Wine,
coffee and an array of desserts will be
served in a cabaret-style setting.

Mr. Regan has performed at vari-
ous New York City venues, including
Rosa’s Turn, The Duplex, Don’t Tell
Mama, and the World Cafe.  He is
employed by Nordstrom’s depart-
ment stores as the piano talent agent
for their Short Hills and
and Menlo Park stores.
   Along with the performance, the
cabaret will feature a silent auction
of gift baskets containing gift certifi-
cates and unique items, grouped
around  themes such as gardening,
tea time and children’s storybooks.

Tickets for the cabaret are $10 per
person and are available by

calling the church office at (908)
233-2494.   All proceeds will benefit
the programs of the First
Congregational Church, a member
of the United Church of Christ.

COUNTY – The Tri-County Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross and
New Jersey Blood Services will hold
a blood drive on Sunday, October 26,
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church, located at 1571 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Additional drives will be held on
Saturday, October 11, from 10 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. at the North Plainfield
Fire Department, 614 Greenbrook
Road, North Plainfield, and Sunday,
October 12, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Firemen’s Exempt Hall, 31 Moun-
tain Boulevard, Watchung.

There will also be drives on Mon-
day, October 13, from 3 to 8:30 p.m.
at St. Bernard’s Roman Catholic
Church, 368 Sumner Avenue,
Plainfield, and Wednesday, October

29, from 3 to 8:30 p.m. at the Sacred
Heart Roman Catholic Church, 200
Randolph Road, South Plainfield.

Blood donors must be between 17
and 75 years old, weigh over 110
pounds and be in general good health.
It is alright to take most medications
and still donate. Individuals are asked
to bring some form of identification.

For more information, please call
(908) 353-2500, extension no. 11.

Reverend Kelmo Porter
To be Honored Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,
October 5, St. John’s Baptist Church in
Scotch Plains will honor the Reverend
Kelmo Porter, who has served as Pastor
there for 37 years, during the 10 a.m.
worship service.

Guest speaker will be the Reverend
Nathaniel Porter from the Church of
God in Christ in Haverford, Pa., the
pastor’s brother. The Reverend D. Keith
Owens from the Salem Baptist Church
in Jersey City will be the speaker for the
6 p.m. service.

St. John’s Baptist Church is located at
2387 Morse Avenue. The public is in-
vited to attend both services. For more
information, please call (908) 232-6972.

Sunrise Slates Program
On ‘Memory Workout’

WESTFIELD – A free program
entitled “The Total Memory Work-
out” will take place on Tuesday,
October 7, from 3 to 4 p.m. at Sunrise
Assisted Living of Westfield.

Dr. Cynthia Green, the author of
“Total Memory Workout: 8 Easy
Steps to Maximum Memory Fitness”
will be the speaker for the program,
sponsored by Sunrise Assisted Liv-
ing of Westfield.

Sunrise Assisted Living is located
at 240 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield. To respond, please call
(908) 317-3030.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday
WESTFIELD – The Senior Social

Club of Holy Trinity will meet on
Monday, October 6, at 1:30 p.m. in
the gymnasium/auditorium of the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
in Westfield.

Violinist William Shore, a fifth
grader at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Interparochial School in Scotch
Plains, will entertain club members.

A member of the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra’s Greater Newark
Chamber Orchestra, William made
his debut in a production of The King
And I at the Paper Mill Playhouse in
2002. He recently appeared there in
the “New Voices 2003” concert.

A trip to the Hunterdon Hills Play-
house has been planned for the holi-
day season.

Your Local Lending Leader

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803

Our Loans are Just Right
for Your Business!

• Commercial Mortgages

• Construction Loans

• Equipment Loans

• Lines of Credit

• Term Loans

• SBA Loans

WESTFIELD AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Is pleased to announce the first in a series of:

BUSINESS WORKSHOPS
& NETWORKING MEETINGS

“Creating Satisfied Customers”
“How to turn your prospects into raving fans!”

 Wednesday, October 14th from 6:00-8:30pm

 UBS Financial Services, 109 North Ave., Westfield

 RSVP requested by October 3rd to (908) 233-3021

$20 for members, $30 for non-members

Keep your eyes open for future monthly topics & dates!

Proceeds support

The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Scholarship Fund


