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• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

888.541.2200

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

benefitsnj.com
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Pruning
• Spraying
• Feeding
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified

Immediate Service
Insured For Your Protection
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More Letters to the Editor
Kids Should Get Equal Playing
Time in Police Athletic League

Every fall, my son looks forward to
learning about and playing football in the
Westfield Police Athletic League (PAL).
There are many other boys who have the
same love of the game as well. As a
parent, I would hope the PAL empha-
sized learning the game, teamwork, and
equal play for every child. In fact, the
parents were told it was an equal play
league at the beginning of the season.

Unfortunately, some coaches in this
league have taken it upon themselves to
stress winning as the major goal, which
means several boys hardly get to play. I
have witnessed some boys become dis-
illusioned by the sport, wondering why
the league even wants them on the team
if they do not get to play. These are not
high school students I am talking about
where admittedly sports get more com-
petitive. These are eight, nine, and ten
year old boys who just love to play. I find
this disheartening since I always be-
lieved the purpose of the PAL was to
provide recreational enjoyment to all
children.

The exclusion of children by the

coaches who are not “outstanding” foot-
ball players also concerns me in another
area. As a Westfield Public School
teacher, I know how parents would react
if I decided not to give some students the
opportunity to learn or participate in
class simply because they were not as
strong academically as other students. I
consider myself a coach, also. I coach
our children, all children, in academic
and social areas. I give every student
“equal playing time.” I expect the adults
who coach our children in sports to
behave in the same manner.

If the PAL Football League’s inten-
tion is to win and not teach, then they
should state that intention to the parents.
A 10-year-old boy does not leave a game
saying, “I hardly got to play, but, hey, at
least we won!” A 10-year-old boy only
leaves a game knowing he has not played.

It seems the adults associated with the
PAL league have forgotten what is really
important to these young boys. They just
want to play.

Mary Wickens
Westfield

Be Good Westfield Neighbor And
Follow Leaf Collection Rules

Deck the Halls With Boughs of Folly,
A Downtown WF Parking Deck Tale

Fall is here and lots of residents have
already started to clear their yard of
leaves, limbs and other debris. Good for
them! Unfortunately they have also
started to pile their refuse at the street
side of the curb. This is in violation of
Westfield Town Ordinance # 1793 which
states that nothing be placed in the street
prior to November 1. This is done for,
among other reasons, the safety of pe-
destrians, especially the town’s children
that are walking to school and their other
activities. It would be in everyone’s best
interest if all residents would take a
moment, read the guidelines and act
accordingly.

The following is taken from the 2003
Leaf Collection Program (to be mailed
October 1st to all residents).

Residents employing landscapers are
required to inform them of the collection
schedule (call 789-4120) and residents
must fill out coupon in above-mentioned
flyer so their landscaper can enter the
Town Conservation Center. Residents
are responsible for what is placed in
front of their property whether them-
selves or their agents place it there.

Tree branches, grass or other debris are
not acceptable and will not be picked up.

After November 1, when putting leaves
out for pick-up (when your street is sched-
uled for collection), place them in narrow

rows along the street, leaving a space
along the gutter for drainage. Do not pile
leaves on or near drainage inlets. These
steps help minimize local flooding.

Keep vehicles off the streets during
collection days. Do not park cars over
leaf piles. Hot exhaust systems can ig-
nite leaves and cause a car fire. Also,
leaves cannot be picked up if a car is in
the way.

This isn’t in the brochure but just an
observation on my part. Do not put your
leaves on top of a car. One would think
this is a given, but I saw it several times
last year in the Franklin School area.

There are other options for leaf dis-
posal. All are noted in the forthcoming
2003 Leaf Collection Program and can
also be found at www.westfieldnj.net/
dpw/.

If you are one of the many residents
that have forgotten the guidelines and
have already placed leaves and debris in
the street, you must remove them as soon
as possible. The Town Ordinance states
it.  When attended to by property owners,
these rules help make our neighborhoods
safe for all Westfield residents, either on
the sidewalks or in the road.

Thanks in advance for being a good
neighbor.

Debby Burslem
Westfield

The king’s Council became obsessed
with the need for change, since how could
they look creative by leaving well enough
alone.

First, they thought, “we will create a
problem” by reducing off-street parking on
many streets like Boulevard and Summit
Avenue around the center of town and the
train station to punish the serfs who wish to
park their ox-carts all day, even though any
other neighborhood is fair game, with no
restrictions.

“Now,” said the council members, “let’s
create a development authority which can
protect us from the democratic process of
referendum. We need not care about what
the Westfield serfs want, since having the
authority blocks a referendum.”

Alas, the council development authority
gave birth to a monster idea. “We will build
a giant 1,000 foot long Chinese wall parking
deck at least three stories high, that we can
now justify since we have taken away all the
convenient parking. We will ignore, as
well, the fact that on a typical workday
Friday at 10 a.m. there are at least 70 empty
parking spaces in the existing South Av-
enue train station parking lot! And then we
can tax all the Westfield serfs so they can
pay for this multi-million dollar project for
the next thirty years.”

The council psychic intervened as he
looked into his crystal ball and said, “alas I
see our peaceful town becoming an urban
eyesore of the future – a concrete jungle
with high density residences, wall to wall
traffic! And we’ll be taxed up to our kazoo
to boot!”

The council leader curtly responded
“Wizard dispose of that defective crystal
ball and find one that gives us the answers
we want.” The wizard replied, “sir, the ball
tells the truth, that you and your cohorts
mislead the people, and I see further that this
situation could be constructed as abusive
political leadership. This does not bode well
for you. The people of Westfield will be
respected or you all will be exiled from
office and replaced with leaders who seek to
reflect the will of their constituents.”

The leadership quickly huddled, fearing
the wrath of the people, and issued a proc-
lamation that: The preservation of the
friendly, small town, Norman Rockwell
atmosphere of Westfield will be respected!
Open space, Green Acres and low density
housing is of primary importance. There

will be no parking garages built.
The serfs raised their voices by singing

Fa La La La La as they carried the council
members on their shoulders, rejoicing in the
regaining of the serf’s right to vote and to be
able to preserve the wonderful beauty of the
idyllic town.

Warren Victor
Westfield

Beginning this Autumn, the Northside Trattoria will play host
to some of the finest jazz ensembles in New Jersey.

On the second Wednesday of every month you are cordially
invited to join us for a four course dinner followed by an
evening of jazz.

The evening will commence with a four-course dinner
beginning at 6:30pm.  Music will follow from 8:00-10:00pm.
Guests will be served an assortment of appetizers, a
seasonal salad, a choice of entrees tailor-made for each
event, desserts and cappuccino or espresso.

RESERVATIONS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
e-mail: wychwoodcatering@aol.com

dinner served at 6:30pm     music from 8:00 - 10:00pm

TRATTORIA

 

Dates: October 8th, ‘03

November 12th, ‘03 • December 10th, ‘03

Misimpression Was Given On
Financials At Recent Meeting

I am writing to correct a misimpression
created by Mr. Bob Powell from HKT
Nassau in his presentation on Tuesday
night as to the financial feasibility of the
proposed parking decks.

Mr. Powell stated that based on the
project’s three income streams-parking
revenues (meters and permits), land lease
fees, and payments in lieu of taxes
(P.I.L.O.T.)-the Town’s independent fi-
nancial analyst had concluded that the
project’s costs would be covered. This is
false. I call your attention, and Mr.
Powell’s, to Model D of the Parking
Deck Financial Models created by Wiley
Engineering, which can be accessed via
The Leader’s website.

In Model D, Wiley concluded using
the Developer’s original design proposal,
current meter rates, and the Town’s per-
mit rates as of January 2004 (with 7.5
percent increases every 5 years), that the
parking decks would average a $341,566
loss per year for the first 5 years. This
loss includes making up the $413,766 in
net income that these lots currently gen-
erate for the Town. The average annual
loss in years 6-10 was projected at
$290,566 per year, and in years 11-15 it
is $154,366. According to this Model,
our Parking Decks do not begin to pay
for themselves until years 16-20, after
approximately $3.9 million dollars in
losses have been accumulated.

I will defer to the experts (and yet
another study) as to how the recent
changes in the design (particularly
downsizing retail/commercial by half)
impact revenues (the P.I.O.L.T.) and the
overall model. One change is clear to
me. In every model, Wiley assumed the

Town would receive $660,000 from HKT
Nassau for sale of the Elm/Prospect pri-
vate development site to them for condo
development. Comparatively speaking,
this was a very attractive element of
their bid; however, HKT has since
changed their minds and now proposes
to lease the land and build rental units
instead. If this change is accepted by the
Town Council, hundreds of thousands of
dollars in additional losses would accu-
mulate in the early years as a result of the
loss of the sale proceeds. Presumably,
there would be a long-term benefit in
terms of lease income, but whether it
better serves the Town than an outright
sale is for now an open question.

As the council and community moves
forward to consider many of the finan-
cial elements of the plan in order to
determine its desirability, we should
begin with a simple premise: these decks
will not pay for themselves in our cur-
rent rate environment; and in Wiley’s
more viable scenario’s (Model’s E and
F), short-term meters must rise all over
town from $.50 per hour to $.75 per hour,
and monthly permits must rise an aver-
age $77 per month over the January 2004
increases in order to cover the losses. Is
that a price worth paying? In a financial
model that is so demand-sensitive, I
remain convinced that it is not fiscally
prudent to build a second deck before
understanding the impact of the first, the
market effect of rising prices, and the
remaining need.

Sal Caruana
Westfield

First Ward Councilman

More Letters to the Editor

Doug Meritt Speaks
 To F-SP Rotary On

Helping Ecuadorians
SCOTCH PLAINS – Geri Samuel,

President of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, introduced the
speaker at last week’s club meeting,
Doug Meritt, Committee Chair of
Rotary Club of Branchburg.

The topic of his talk was how to
help poor people in Ecuador in coop-
eration with the Rotary Club in their
country. The project is to provide
low-income families with a simple
home that these families could not
otherwise afford and to improve their
quality of life for these disadvan-
taged individuals in Ecuador. A do-
nation of $500 will help build a pre-
fabricated house made of indigenous
wood and cane. For details on this
project, interested parties can check
the Branchburg Rotary Club website
at www.branchburgrotary.org.

The F-SP Rotary Club invites in-
terested business people to join. They
are welcome to attend one of the
regular meetings, held at noon each
Wednesday at Snuffy’s Pantagis Res-
taurant in Scotch Plains. For more
information contact Membership
Chairman Dick Dobyns at (908) 322-
5896.

Mayoral Candidate Campaign Release - Fanwood

Public Safety Issues Must Be
Addressed in the Borough

At the September 2 Borough Council
agenda meeting I was shocked to learn
of a serious public safety issue that had
gone un-addressed by our current ad-
ministration.

During the meeting the Fanwood Po-
lice came before the Mayor and Council
to request $3,000 to repair the communi-
cations tower. The Police/Fire/ Rescue
Squad wanted to finalize installation of
their new communications equipment –
but they cannot do so unless the tower is
electrically grounded. If lightening
strikes the communications tower again,
Fanwood will lose all emergency com-
munications and the $80,000 investment
for new equipment will be lost!

The fact that our town officials were
unaware that our communications rely

on a faulty tower made me alarmed and
angry. In this time of heightened secu-
rity we depend on our elected officials to
watch out for our safety. We expect
them to be smarter and more vigilant. To
hear how vulnerable we are to a loss of
emergency communications should con-
cern all Fanwood residents.

The questions I have for the mayor
and council are: How is it you were
unaware that the tower was in such a
dangerous state? How could you autho-
rize investing $80,000 on new equip-
ment and not check the basic system
requirements?

I am concerned about the ability of
our elected officials to ensure that our
emergency systems are ready.

Fanwood’s Police, Fire, and Rescue
Squad do a wonderful job of keeping
residents safe and secure. However, their
ability to respond to an emergency would
be seriously impaired if the tower expe-
riences any electrical short or damage.

The Democratic Team of Mahr,
Molenaar and Dolce will provide the
kind of professional experience and lead-
ership that will ensure our basic systems
that our emergency personnel rely on are
never in question. Its time to put Fanwood
First!

Colleen Mahr
Democratic Candidate for Mayor of

Fanwood

HELPING ECUADOR...Doug Meritt recently spoke to the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club about his work to help the poor in Ecuador. Pictured above,
club President Geri Samuel poses with Mr. Meritt.


