
Page 4  Thursday, October 2, 2003 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

THE TIMES

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING & PRODUCTION

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

— Established 1890 —
of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

— Established 1959—

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle H. Le Poidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Robert P. Connelly
MANAGER, BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Lauren S. Pass
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Here are several of the questions that
I was unable to answer during the late
summer-early fall:

To the grandmother who is concerned
that she may not be permitted to see her
two grandchildren during and after her
son’s difficult divorce:

It is important that you maintain a
good relationship with both your son and
daughter-in-law to safeguard that you
are welcome in both homes.

The relationship between grandpar-
ent and grandchild is very special and,
despite your sadness regarding the end
of the marriage, the children need to
know that they can feel safe and secure
in the knowledge that their grandmother
will be there for them. Antagonizing
your daughter-in-law will accomplish
nothing.

To the TV viewer who reminds me
that I am always knocking “reality” TV
shows, feeling they are unduly hostile,
cruelly competitive and debasing, and
yet speak well of the Bravo channel’s
reality show “Queer Eye for the Straight
Guy,” in which five gay men “help” a
straight person organize his home and
appearance: 

I do not feel that any of the reality
shows perpetrate heterosexuality or ho-
mosexuality.  I do not feel the Bravo
program condones the gay life; no judg-
ment is made.  It is a fun, non-hostile
show wherein gays and straights interact
in a mutually respectful manner and end
their TV relationship actually liking each
other (and isn’t this the way it should be?)

To the young man who is striving to be
a professional comedian and has been
depressed since Bob Hope passed away:

We all have, or should have, role
models.  It seems that Bob Hope was
yours, and it is very understandable that

you should mourn his death.  However,
it is several months since he died.  You
must move on and continue to function
as a whole person and as the entertainer
you plan to be.

I suspect Mr. Hope meant a lot more
to you, and you feel a part of you died
when he did.  If you remain unable to
cope more effectively, please see a thera-
pist who will provide support and insight
and enable you to go on, as we all must,
despite losses we encounter.

To the young mother who is divorcing
and wants to know the best words to
offer children which will reassure them
that everything will be okay:

Divorce is always a trauma for chil-
dren of all ages.  Their feelings fluctuate
from fear to depression to insecurity to
guilt to anxiety. I usually encourage both
parents (if possible) to sit down with the
child, or children, and focus on these
expressions of support and reassurance:
1. Mommy and daddy will always be
here for you. 2. We love you very much.
3. If appropriate: You are not to blame
for our separating; you did nothing
wrong. 4. We are going to work together
to make things comfortable for you.

Needless to say, expressions of hostil-
ity, blame, competition, etc. should be
under control and resolved via friends,
lawyers and/or therapists.

And to “Monika” (disguised name)
who is going to marry her “hippie” boy-
friend  in order to get even with her
“strict, self-righteous” parents:

It never, never works!  You will end
up hurting yourself and your boyfriend,
and your parents will say to you:  “We
were  right; your judgment is no good
and you are a failure.”  Please do not act
out your anger this way; get help before
doing anything so unfortunate.

WF Resident Grateful
To FD and PD for Help
During Power Outage
During the recent power failure the

Westfield Police and Westfield Fire De-
partments came to our aid in a most
efficient and timely manner. A family
member is dependent on a breathing
machine, which uses electricity.

As soon as the Westfield police De-
partment was made aware of this, a gen-
erator was brought to us and installed by
the Westfield Fire Department.

The officers and fire fighters did not
leave until they had assured themselves
that all was well. Additionally Police Of-
ficer Calahan called back to check on us.

We want to thank all of the officers
and fire fighters of the Westfield Police
and Fire departments, who where instru-
mental in permitting us to remain in our
house. These officers and fire fighters
are truly dedicated and caring people.
We continue to feel most fortunate to be
living in Westfield these past 35 years.

Annette Radley
Westfield

MS Resident Contests Recent Letter
Regarding County 9/11 Memorial

I am writing this letter in response to
a recent “Letter to the Editor” shaming
the Union County Freeholders for post-
ing a sign at the entrance of the 9/11
Memorial they recently erected in Echo
Lake Park.

In the letter, Tina Renna of Cranford
chastises the Freeholders for displaying
a small “Use Caution” sign which adds
“Union County, We’re Connected to
You, a Service of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders.”

Ms. Renna infers the Freeholders are
shamelessly self-promoting a publicly-
funded project.

As an individual who suffered a direct
personal loss on 9/11 and a member of
the September 11th Memorial Public
Committee, I feel Ms. Renna’s com-
ments couldn’t be farther from the truth.

For the past year and a half, the Union
County Freeholders carefully planned
and built a fitting tribute to the 60 Union
County residents who lost their lives on
that horrific September day. I attended
most of those meetings at which Free-

holder Al Mirabella and his committee
selflessly gave their time, energy, and
ideas to plan the construction of this
magnificent memorial.

There is nothing shameless, arrogant,
or selfish about placing a sign at the
entrance to the memorial. As a private
citizen who is not affiliated with govern-
ment, I was most impressed by the Free-
holders’ sensitivity, compassion, and
commitment to making their County’s
memorial one of meaning and beauty.
Simply put, without the meticulous plan-
ning by the Freeholders, there would be
no 9/11 Memorial at Echo Lake Park.

I am honored to have had a small part
in the planning of this loving tribute to
our fallen neighbors. It is solely due to
the Union County Freeholders that this
memorial exists. Instead of berating
them, we should be thanking them. The
memorial will serve as a permanent re-
minder to future generations of the cour-
age and heroism of their predecessors.

Carol Brier
Mountainside

WF Reader Says Preaching Has
No Place in The Westfield Leader

Resident Upset About Damage
To Basketball Hoop by DPW

On September 23, we had our leaves
removed on our street. I just so happened
to be looking out my window when I saw
two front-end loaders in front of my house.

One of the trucks turned and pushed my
son’s basketball hoop about two feet across
my front lawn. The basketball hoop, which
was on my property and not in anyone’s
way, was damaged. I didn’t notice that it
was severed at the bottom and sides until
my son came home and was very upset
about it, since him and his friends play
with it almost everyday. I didn’t run out of
the house when this happened because I
didn’t notice the damage.

By the end of the night the pole on the
hoop was bent and leaning over and
metal is sticking out of the bottom. If
anyone falls on it, it’s going to be my
problem. We have a lot of small children
on my block and I’m stuck with this

potentially dangerous equipment on my
front lawn until this case is settled.

I am very upset for two reasons. First,
we are so fast to criticize and ridicule
children if they destroy people’s proper-
ties. Here is a grown man who didn’t
have the decency to tell me what he did
and that it would be taken care of. Where
is his sense of responsibility? What does
this teach our children?

Second, I now have to go to the clerk’s
office in town and fill out this 20 page
report and take pictures and get esti-
mates of the damage, which is a big
inconvenience to me. Tell me, where is
the logic in this? I certainly don’t see it.
I think public works should be respon-
sible for there own mishaps and take on
their own responsibilities.

Rita Strobel
Westfield

While skimming through The
Westfield Leader two weeks ago, one
story in particular popped out at me:
“The Suffering of Jesus is Visible in
Pain People Endure Today.” I was not
upset about the contents of the article,
yet I was confused. It seems somewhat
aberrant that this article, or sermon rather,
would appear in a secular newspaper
such as The Westfield Leader. I recog-
nize the fact that the sermon concerned
Labor Day, but this preaching had no
place in this news section. An article that
discusses how “Jesus died a victim of
our sins” clearly is in no way any type of
news that should be chronicled in a
community newspaper.

Perhaps The Leader was in actuality

trying to endorse Reverend Monsignor
Harms’ views, though if that were the
case, it would have been more appropri-
ate in the Op-Ed section. I am aware that
living in a suburb like Westfield could
leave reporters with empty space that
needs fill-ins like this one may possible
be, as I have been told.

However, wouldn’t it have been more
suitable writing about the possible park-
ing deck, the open lunch policy, or even
the parking problems at Westfield High
School for old time’s sake? Maybe my
opinions are a little bit too fervent, but I
feel that sermons on Jesus Christ belong
in church, and not in The Westfield Leader.

Sarah Masel
Westfield

Large Coffee Please, Make It Quick
Unfortunately, before 9 a.m. in Westfield some

breakfast specials are coming with more than just
eggs, hash browns and a side of bacon – parking
tickets have been added to the menu and it is
angering merchants. It’s been that way for some
time, but now they’re clearly noticing a loss of
customers.

Although an ordinance has been on the docket to
change the parking hours back to the way it was a few
years ago, when people were happy, it has yet to be
acted on by the Westfield Town Council. In the good
old days, tickets were given only from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.

Drumming up and maintaining a bank of loyal
customers is difficult for business owners, who have

told this newspaper that their customers run to their
cars with their breakfasts in hand, only to find a
ticket on the windshield. Merchants argue that this,
in turn, deters customers from stopping by before
work for their morning coffee for fear that they will
have to add a $13 tab in parking ticket fees to their
morning excursion.

Not only is it unfair for customers, they believe,
but also it is putting a dent in their pocketbooks.

We agree with the business people and their early
morning customers. This is not a good thing, and it
serves no purpose of public good – it only satiates the
unending appetite of government for your money.

We urge the Town Council to change this regula-
tion back to the way it was.

NJ Politics: Seldom A Dull Moment,
Such As Senator Torricelli Suliga

Updated Excerpts From October 3, 2002 Editorial –
New Jersey politics, once again, has spun itself into a
tumult with Senator Robert Torricelli Joseph Suliga
withdrawing from the race for reelection at the last
minute. According to state law, a new candidate cannot
be named within 51 days of an election. That means
September 16 was the last day the deadline has passed for
this to be possible in accordance with the law this year.

The ballots have been printed, and many absentee
ballots have been sent out. Some have even been re-
turned. There’s no time to change all this. It’s a mess for
the voters. Whether the Democrats succeeded or not in
naming former Senator Frank Lautenberg as a replace-
ment by appealing to the State Supreme Court to over-
turn the law, the situation is a disgrace.

Just the thought by those in power that the law can be
changed after the fact is eerie – particularly after all the
sanctimonious rhetoric being fed to the public about “the
rule of law.”

October 1, 2003 Comments – Union County Democrat
Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo informed the press
that the Democrats would name a candidate replacement
for Sen. Suliga at a meeting in Garwood, closed to the
press, on Wednesday evening, October 1. She stated that
the name of the replacement would be provided to the
public immediately thereafter. This is after press time for
this edition of our newspaper.

Earlier this week, Union County Republican Chair-
man Ron Frigerio told us that their party is thinking about
suing, should a replacement be named. When they sued
last time, the New Jersey State Supreme Court permitted
the swap of Lautenberg for Torricelli.

It could have been even more topsy-turvy if the
Democrats named well-respected Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Fanwood as the replacement for Mr. Suliga.
Then, they would also need to name a replacement for
Mrs. Stender. We wonder what the courts would think of
that. However, Assemblywoman Stender dropped her
bid for the seat on Wednesday.

The front runner for the seat is now Union County
Freeholder Nicholas Scutari.

If the Democrats are permitted to change their candi-
dates at the last minute for convenience of the polls,
would the Republicans be permitted to do so also?

The absurdity of this is to render the primary election,
and perhaps the general election too, completely useless.
It’s almost like saying, we think we’re running this
candidate, but when and if you show up to vote, we’ll let
you know for sure.

Do the political party bosses have the attitude — “It’s

our safe district and we’ll do what we want to.”
Sen. Suliga was right last Friday when he said the

events surrounding not only his Atlantic City brush
with the law, but also the slew of allegations about
some of his other antics—in Point Pleasant and in
Trenton—had caused “pain” to a number of people,
including his constituents.

Those of us in the 22nd Legislative District deserve
better than this. Misspeaking is one thing. Boorish and
aggressive behavior is simply unacceptable. We hope
Mr. Suliga is successful in the alcohol-related treatment
he will be receiving, and that he will be able to resume
a healthy life.

For a newspaper such as ours, the events of late last week
certainly made for a busy 48 hours. Sen. Suliga stopped by
our offices Wednesday afternoon, just hours after the first
story surfaced about the Atlantic City escapade, and he
briefly addressed the matter in a way that made it seem it
would end up amounting to nothing significant.

We commend The Star Ledger for their breaking story
on Wednesday morning. By Friday morning, the story
was a firestorm, with coverage of the charges and stories
about some of Mr. Suliga’s past actions in all the major
state newspapers and on the radio, as well as being major
topics of discussion on Internet message boards. Two
days after he had spoken to our newspaper, mostly about
last week’s open space purchase in Scotch Plains, Sen.
Suliga’s political career was over.

His withdrawal could result in several people wearing
new hats in the coming months. We hope that there will
be a major cleanup in the leadership of Legislative
District 22 elected officials – those in Linden and others
east of the Parkway, are disgracing their party.

Just a few weeks ago, everyone had dismissed the GOP
candidacy for State Senate of Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks. For a few brief moments this week, before
the bait and switch, Mayor Marks had a vision of being
elected as the State Senator in the 22nd Legislative
District. But, presumably, things are back to normal now.

Freeholder Nicholas Scutari, backed by bosses Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth and Linden Mayor John
Gregorio, as the replacement for Mr. Suliga, keeps the
power in Linden. Democrat incumbent Asm. Jerry Green
of Plainfield and Asw. Linda Stender will face Republi-
cans George Gore and Kevin Retchko for the two Assem-
bly seats.

Spreading throughout the state not limited to one
party, the political disgrace repeats itself. Bosses and
judges determine who wins and who loses. In these
times, elections and your vote are in serious danger.

Voters in the 22nd
Deserve a Better

Choice than Suliga
Once again, a member of the Demo-

crat Party of New Jersey has shown
himself to be immoral and disrespectful
to his constituents. Whether he was a
candidate for the United States Senate or
a candidate for State Senate, each person
has shown no regard for virtue or hon-
esty.

Will the Democrat Party of New Jer-
sey once again request our courts to
allow them to substitute the current can-
didate for State Senator of the 22nd
district with someone else under the
disguise of “allowing everyone to vote?”

Isn’t it time that the courts send a firm
signal and tell the Democrat Party to put
up honest, respectful candidates or “shut
up?”

Voters of the 22nd district deserve a
better representative than Suliga was
and certainly deserve a candidate of
impeccable honesty and respect for all
people.

Marvin Agran, MD
Scotch Plains

It’s Time For Honesty
In What Is Being

Conceived For Parking
The impending parking deck and de-

bate that accompanies it reminds me of
the media build up to a hurricane. You
see the swirling tropical depression far
away in the Atlantic, hoping it avoids the
places where you love to vacation.

Unfortunately, the only depression this
parking deck will leave will be on the
collective consciousness and wallets of
the citizens of Westfield who appear to
be falling victim to as effective, local
multi-media campaign as I’ve seen in
some time.

While everyone acknowledges that
the town is vibrant and difficult to park
in, can anyone explain how the $30
million dollar price tag is going to be
paid for?

Does it make sense to fill a hole by
digging another one to fill it? That’s
what the parking math implies when you
read the fine print of ‘multi’ use housing
that will be built to fund this metropolis
like project. If each apartment has two
cars, how is building apartments to fund
the parking problem going to reduce the
need for parking?

When you connect the dots with pro-
posed parking lots on East Broad Street,
the massive New Street/North Avenue
site and the gargantuan Garwood urban
renovation, our quaint little town isn’t
going to be quaint much longer.

It’s time we have some honesty in
what is being conceived, how big it’s
going to be and how much it’s going to
cost.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Uberty – Abundance
2. Depilation – The act of or process of

removing hair from the body
3. Tzigane – A Hungarian gypsy
4. Katabasis – A retreat to the sea

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRIPARA
1. A woman who has borne three

children
2. Abnormal fear of germs
3. Government by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
4. A ballet dancer

DEG
1. To please, charm or delight
2. To stretch or distort
3. To gnaw or chew
4. To sprinkle

TRILLACHAN
1. An active young man
2. A harem slave
3. An oyster catcher
4. A web-spinning spider

DEFLAGRATION
1. Combustion
2. A cooling or simmering
3. Punishing; chastening
4. Enlivening; exhilarating

Citizen Asks Council To Repeal
Redevelopment Designation

At the previous public council meet-
ing, a concerned citizen asked a very
relevant and important question. He
asked if the town council decided to
declare the South Avenue and Prospect
Street sites as “areas in need of redevel-
opment” in order to avoid a public refer-
endum on the issue.

This is a very legitimate question,
since NJ Redevelopment Law prohibits
binding referendum on Redevelopment
projects.

In other words, if the exact same
projects were being planned without the
“redevelopment” designation, they
would be subject to a public referendum.
But now it is not.

Anyway, the response from some
members of the council was shocking, to
say the least. It was even worse than if
they had said that they did go the “rede-
velopment” route to avoid a referendum.
They basically said, “of course we didn’t
declare a redevelopment area to avoid a
referenda, because we didn’t even know
that it was not permitted”.

So, the council admits that they ap-
proved this entire concept without know-
ing all the facts. While I commend their
honesty, the question that begs an an-
swer is “what else didn’t they know?”
And what else do they still not know?

I respectfully suggest that the council
immediately rescind their “redevelop-
ment” designation and go back to study
the laws and other aspects of the issue.
Only once they all have a full and com-
plete understanding, should the issue
even be considered again.

Another member of the council re-
sponded to the public referendum ques-
tion with disdain, saying that he was
“offended” or “insulted” by the ques-
tion. Well, in my mind, the people who
should really feel “insulted” are the citi-
zens of Westfield, who will never be
given the opportunity to vote on the
project, because the council thinks they
know what’s best for us.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Grandmother Can Be Comforting
Presence to Kids After Divorce

Erratum
On the front page of the Septem-

ber 25 edition of The Westfield Leader,
Jeffrey Kole was misspelled. We re-
gret the error.
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