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Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Westfield Residents Want
More ‘Bang for Their Buck’

Candidate Campaign Release - Westfield

Cost-Efficiency, Prioritization
Are Key to Road Maintenance

WESTFIELD – Third Ward Republi-
can Westfield Town Council candidate
Mark Ciarrocca said he is exploring
ideas to extract more value from the
high tax dollars residents’ pay annually
by improving the delivery of services in
town.

In particular, he said he would like to
work with the Department of Public
Works (DPW) to develop a more cus-
tomer-friendly approach to addressing
various projects throughout the com-
munity.

“No one likes high taxes, but citizens
can accept them more readily if they
feel like they’re receiving quality ser-
vices for their tax dollar,” said Mr.
Ciarrocca. “So, while fiscal restraint
will certainly be my top priority as a
councilman, I’d also like to look at the
tax issue from the other side in terms of
the bang homeowners are receiving for
their buck.”

Some of Mr. Ciarrocca’s ideas in-
clude developing a website where resi-
dents could report problems to the DPW

quickly and efficiently, such as when
dangerous tree limbs fall across power
lines and streets, or when potholes ap-
pear. Residents could also use the site
to check on the status of a report they
made earlier, or focus attention on pub-
licly owned pieces of land throughout
town that need maintenance, from land-
scaped islands in streets to parks like
Sycamore Field.

“I think such a website would nicely
compliment the DPW hotline which is
currently in operation,” said Mr.
Ciarrocca. “Another thing we need to
do is better publicize the phone number
by either highlighting it in local news-
papers or on Westfield’s TV-36. The
more public participation in keeping
our town safe and well maintained, the
better off we all are. The DPW may
have limited manpower, but I think we
can do a better job improving commu-
nication between them and the public,
and I’d like to build that bridge to
greater efficiency and value as a mem-
ber of Town Council.”

WESTFIELD – Saying that road
maintenance in town is a safety issue as
well as a quality of life issue, Second
Ward Republican Westfield Council
candidate Jo Ann Neylan said she would
like to explore a more efficient use of
resources to keep local roads paved on
a timely basis.

She suggested that the town be more
proactive in its pursuit of shared ser-
vice arrangements with other towns and
with the county to ensure that Westfield
gets the biggest “bang for the buck,”
particularly when outsourcing for pav-
ing.

“Shared services is key to getting
more value for the money we expend on
road repair and maintenance,” said Mrs.
Neylan. “If we can save additional
money by utilizing shared services,
maybe we could use that savings to
accelerate improvements on other roads
throughout town. I know the town is
already working hard in this area, but

Second Ward residents have waited a
while for some local roads to be paved.”

Mrs. Neylan said the town should
compile a more definitive list of streets
most in need of paving in order to
prioritize which streets are the most
unsafe and are in most need of mainte-
nance.

“As with all spending decisions, we
need to make priorities on road im-
provement, and I believe those priori-
ties should be based on safety,” said
Mrs. Neylan. “The roads filled with
potholes are going to be more distract-
ing to drivers and subsequently more of
a danger to pedestrians. As a council
member, I would like to work with area
residents to develop a list of unsafe
streets and put an action plan in place to
implement repairs in a reasonable
amount of time. We’re a first-rate town,
and we deserve to have first-rate streets
that we can enjoy when we’re driving or
walking.”

LISTENING TO CONCERNS…Councilman David Haas, standing, listens to
concerns over the South Avenue parking deck plans with Roslyn Harrison and
Lynne Burke. Both Boulevard residents are actively involved with the ‘Citizens
for Responsible Development.’
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James Foerst Supports
Use of Field Turf in WF

CORZINE ENDORSES FANWOOD DEMS…United States Senator Jon Corzine
recently endorsed the Fanwood Democratic candidates for mayor and council
and Assemblywoman Stender. Pictured, left to right are: Assemblywoman
Stender, Senator Corzine, Donna Dolce and Colleen Mahr.

WESTFIELD – As the popularity of
children’s athletic programs has in-
creased over the last decade, Westfield
is faced with an ongoing problem – the
lack of open spaces for recreation. James
Foerst, Fourth Ward Republican
Westfield Town Council candidate sup-
ports a solution that not only increases
the availability of athletic fields but also
saves tax dollars in the process.

In discussing this issue with some
parents at Memorial Field, Mr. Foerst
commented that, “about 2,000 children
play soccer on Westfield’s playing fields
this year alone. When combined with a
boom in popularity of lacrosse and the
continuing enthusiasm for football, there
is a demand on fields that exceeds cur-
rent capacity.”

“This shortage in the number of play-
ing fields has resulted in a drastic over-
use of fields, many of which have dete-
riorated to the point of being unsafe,”
said Mr. Foerst. “We’re already wit-
nessing an increased incidence of game
delays and cancellations, and I’m con-
cerned that we will soon see the number
of injuries due to poor field conditions
increase as well.”

Mr. Foerst supports a unique solution
to this challenge – the construction of
new synthetic athletic fields (funded
partially by private contributions)
coupled with a joint use and mainte-
nance plan with the board of education.

Mr. Foerst has studied the use of Field
Turf, an artificial, all-weather turf sur-
face currently being considered for use
in town by the recreation commission
and the board of education.

“It’s a synthetic surface that looks and
feels like real grass,” said Mr. Foerst. “I
support the use of Field Turf on some
existing fields throughout Town and per-
haps the creation of new fields in appro-
priate areas using the artificial surface.”

Approximately $300,000 has been
pledged by the Westfield Soccer and
Lacrosse Associations and other private
organizations to install the new turf,

which needs little maintenance after in-
stallation. In fact, the all-weather turf
costs $5,000 per year to maintain, while
the average grass field costs $52,500.

“Over 10 years, that’s a savings of
nearly $500,000, which could be used
for other town purposes or for property
tax relief,” noted Mr. Foerst.

“Because of the high demand for
fields, the current system of pumping
money into reseeding doesn’t seem to
be working, and we’re faced with the
same safety issues year after year,” said
Mr. Foerst. “The installation of all-
weather turf is not only the most prac-
tical solution, but also the most cost-
effective since the maintenance is rela-
tively simple. There is no need to mow,
seed or resod; you merely sweep peri-
odically and it’s never out of rotation
because of bad weather.”

“This is the type of innovative think-
ing that I want to bring to the Town
Council. We need to start thinking of
new ways to solve old problems. This
project will make a real difference in our
playing fields going forward and more
importantly our ability to hold the line
on taxes over the long term.”

Mr. Foerst also suggests that increas-
ing dialogue with the board of education
will allow a better level of service to all
the users of our recreational facilities.

“By working together with the board
of education, the town as a whole may
develop a better field maintenance pro-
gram thereby further reducing the need
for additional capital improvements.”

“We all live in the same town and all
citizens have an ownership interest in all
town and board of education proper-
ties,” said Mr. Foerst. “Collectively, I
believe some of these new initiatives
and private money can make a real im-
pact on the quality of our fields. I will
work with school board and council
members to ensure we have the most
prudent plan in place to give Westfield
the best and most accessible fields we
can afford.”
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FW GOP Pleased With
Door to Door Responses

FANWOOD –Four weekends into
their door-to-door campaign for re-elec-
tion to Fanwood Borough Council, Mayor
Louis Jung, Council President Joel
Whitaker and Councilman David
Trumpp like what they are hearing from
residents.

“A lot of people feel we’ve done a
good job for the town,” said Mayor Jung.
“Residents are telling us that continuity
in leadership is important for Fanwood,
particularly when it comes to downtown
revitalization.”

To date, the Republican team has vis-
ited approximately 40 percent of
Fanwood’s 2,475 households. If they do
not find a resident at home, they leave
behind their calling cards of a refrigera-
tor magnet and campaign brochure.

“The reception we’re getting from
voters has been very positive, whether
they’re Republicans, Democrats or in-
dependents,” said Councilman Trumpp.
“We’ve heard from many people that
our re-election is important for continu-
ing the progress we’ve made over the
last four years.”

“Residents want to hear about the

downtown revitalization plan,” added
Councilman Whitaker. They have heard
what’s happening and are really excited.”

With less than five weeks to go until
Election Day, the Republican candidates
are eager to speak with as many resi-
dents as possible.

“Obviously, we share the feelings of
many of our fellow residents that conti-
nuity of leadership in our municipal
government is an important thing for
Fanwood at this critical stage,” said
Mayor Jung. “Under our direction, the
council has fulfilled a number of posi-
tive initiatives related to our downtown
and our parks. We’re on the brink of
monumental progress in our downtown
redevelopment plan. We’ve secured grant
funding for our biggest projects, which
has lessened the burden on taxpayers,
while making Fanwood an even better
place to live.”

“We are enjoying the opportunity to
speak directly with residents on their
home turf about the present and future of
Fanwood. Much has been accomplished,
but there is still work to be done,” added
Mr. Whitaker.

s u m m i t   w e s t f i e l d   w o o d b r i d g e

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Your Resource for Exceptional  Living

w w w . t o w n a n d c o u n t r y w i n e . c o m

Here are a few wines
being shown at  the tast ing:

Stagl in Cabernet  Sauvignon 2000
(94 Points Wine Spectator)

Paul  Hobbs Beckstoffer  Cabernet  1999
(94 Points Wine Spectator)

Opus One 2000 

Dominus 1999
(94 Points Wine Spectator )  

Silver  Oak Alexander Val ley 1999 

Robert  Mondavi  Cabernet  Sauvignon
Reserve 2000 

3rd Grand Annual 
Food & Wine Tasting

Thursday, October 9th, 2003
Grand Summit Hotel

570 Springfield Avenue

Summit, New Jersey 07901

$ 75.00 donation  per person
Benefiting Kyle’s Heroes and the

Childhood Brain Tumor Foundation

7:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
for information and e-ticket sales

go to www.townandcountrywine.com

333 South Avenue East Westfield, NJ 07090
1021 St. Georgers Avenue Woodbridge, NJ 07095
417 Springfield Avenue Summit, NJ 07901

$75.00 Donation Per Person for all this and more...
LIVE JAZZ MUSIC, Carving Stations, Miel Patisserie,

Hundreds of Gourmet Foods & Farmstead Cheeses

Over 300 Wines From Around the World

Free Educational Seminars
(no extra charge reserved on a first come served basis)

Champagne Seminar 8:15 to 8:45 pm
Taste & Compare Krug Grand Cuvee & Grand Cuvee Rose
Terry Theise Estate Selections Grower Champagnes

Cabernet Sauvignon Seminar 9:00 to 9:30 pm
Taste & Compare 

Beringer Private Reserve 1999 & Robert Mondavi Reserve 2000

Vintage Port Seminar 9:45 to 10:15 pm
To be announced...

f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  T i c k e t  S a l e s

C A L L :  9 0 8 - 2 3 2 - 8 7 0 0
o r  b u y  o n l i n e  a t . . .


