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(Group Sales of 25-74 tickets are 10% off and 75 tickets or more are 15% off )

Fridays
October 17, 24, 31

8:00 PM

Saturdays
October 18, 25

November 1
8:00 PM
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Melissa Gilbert

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Half Pint has done it again. This
past Tuesday, September 23, ac-
tress Melissa Gilbert was re-elected
President of the Screen Actors Guild
(SAG) with an impressive 15,670
votes from a total of 31,640 ballots.

I have been a member of SAG
for nearly 10 years and out of the
three unions that I belong to, SAG
is my favorite. While all theatrical
unions allow their members to vote
in important elections, SAG takes
it a step further. Members are en-
couraged to vote in all elections,
but we are also invited to take part
in less political polls, such as choos-
ing our favorite colleagues for the
annual SAG Awards.

This is a difficult time for SAG,
as well as for The American Fed-
eration of Television and Radio
Artists (AFTRA). Members of both
unions have locked horns in the
Union Consolidation negotiations
regarding fair payment for the com-
mercial contract. In addition, both
unions have the duty of trying to
provide safe working conditions and
equitable payment for their actors.

But Gilbert is up to the chal-
lenge. Upon learning of her re-
election, she stated, “It is an honor
and a thrill to be re-elected. I said
at the beginning of this campaign
that I was not finished and clearly
the members agree. There is so
much work ahead of us and so
much right upon us. I am eager and
excited to continue the work the
members have elected me to do.”

The position of Guild Secretary
and Treasurer went to actor James
Cromwell, who was deeply hon-
ored. Previously, Treasurer and
Recording Secretary were sepa-

rate positions. Cromwell defeated
actors Esai Morales and Barbara
Cheeseborough.

Deeply devoted to finding a fair
agreement for actors and their rep-
resentatives, Cromwell told SAG,
“I am committed to making this
the first step towards what I hope
will one day be a single union
worldwide, one that represents all
of the crafts involved in the cre-
ation of entertainment, so that we
can negotiate with the multi-na-
tional corporations that employ us

“Autumn Path,” oil on canvas, 18” x 24”, $850

“Lillies,” oil, 30” x 24”, $900

“On the Porch,” oil on canvas, 18” x 24”, $700
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By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – It is strange how
the organization ended up this way –
a club that was started by a nun in
Montreal, established for men only
— and now the New Jersey Chapter
of Les Marmitons meets on a Tues-
day each month at the Masonic Hall
in Cranford.

As guests stopping in on Septem-
ber 16, we wondered what it was all
about – eating and chef’n I had heard.
Many of the 35 or so in attendance
wore funny looking hats, white cook-
ing frocks, colorful trousers and big
welcoming grins.

Robert Rial greeted Assistant Pub-
lisher and Sports Editor Dave Corbin
and me at the door. He tried to explain
things, but his amusing chapeau dis-
tracted me.

Food preparation paraphernalia and
ingredients were spread out every-
where on the long tables, while the
other tables were primed with dining
settings on white tablecloths. Five
teams of middle-aged men were read-
ing instructions, scratching their heads

and conferring.
They greeted us with a grin and

with a look as if they knew a secret
that we were soon to discover.

Thinking it best to wait and see, we
sauntered over to select a glass of

wine. That’s our best act. I never saw
so many varied bottles of all shapes
with fancy labels. There were several
sets of many types, staged as if a little
army game was about to begin – and
each had real corks, no pop-offs.

Start here, we were told – and I
sloshed down a refreshing white wine.

More relaxed now, we poked our
noses into the activity, being careful
not to get drafted for a task. Each
group was preparing a different course
for the meal that we were about to
devour. Things looked very complex,
and some of the implements were
elaborate.

Jim Frazier of Tewksbury had
equipment more elaborate than a pro-
fessional fly fishing tackle box.

The knives were sharp. The first
Band-Aid was required in five min-
utes.

There was a method to the confu-
sion, but I couldn’t understand why
they baked all that good rice in the
graham cracker shells, and then threw
the rice away. Someone had to be in
charge of this madness.

It turns out, there’s a professional

guest chef each month that leads the
group and shows his stuff. This
evening, Chef William DeMars of
Lime/Elm Street Café in Westfield
was on center stage and led the group.

Chef DeMars had everyone right
on cue and merrily working away on
what was obviously about to be a
fabulous five-course meal.

The guys doing the work weren’t
professional chefs, but they were cer-
tainly skilled hobbyists of the highest
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The artwork
of a former Scotch Plains resident
currently living in Brick, will be part of
The American Artists Professional
League exhibit at the Salmagundi Club
in New York City.

Marie Salvato’s oil on canvas, “The
House in the Woods” will be included
in the November show. A member of
the Westfield Art Association, Salvato
has been painting professionally for
eight years. She has also been featured
in a number of New Jersey galleries.

Working from a studio created out
of a spare bedroom in her home, she
enjoys painting landscapes and stately
old homes and farmhouses.

“I keep my easel set up so that it is
always ready when I am ready to paint,”
the artist explained.

Savato includes the art of photogra-
phy in her creative process. Her first
step involves photographing the sub-
ject with an Olympus camera. Then,
she works from her photographs to

create a painting. The photos become
Salvato’s reference material, and are
instrumental in helping her capture the
subject’s atmosphere.

“Shadows, light and dark bring out
the subject,” Salvato continued, add-
ing that she also feels it important to
convey “the feeling of the day” through
her artwork.

“I am trying to preserve a moment or

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCHOOL SPIRIT...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Colorguard and Raider Marching Band demonstrated their school
spirit through dance and music on Friday during the football game between the
Blue Devils of Westfield High School and the Raiders. A band competition will
be sponsored by SPFHS on October 11. See related press release on Page 19.

feeling which creates an emotion in the
viewer of the painting,” the artist said.

Salvato takes her painting seriously.
“My ability to paint

is a gift from God, and
it is his trees and nature
that I portray through
my painting, so I must
treat my gift responsi-
bly,” she commented.

Born in Brooklyn,
Salvato and her hus-
band, Lawrence, lived
in Scotch Plains for 25
years before moving to
Brick in 1985. The
Salvato’s have four
children and five grand-
children.

Salvato is a graduate
of Pratt Institute in

Brooklyn, where she studied fashion
design. She was employed in the retail
end of the business by several depart-
ment stores.

“I always loved art and I applied the

Continued on Page 19
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Karen Egert

WESTFIELD – A stay-at-
home mother during the day and
jazz singer at night, Karen Egert
of Westfield will perform at the
Northside Trattoria, 16 Prospect

Street in Westfield, on Wednes-
day, October 8.

The evening will start with din-
ner at 6:30 p.m., with Egert’s first-
ever hometown performance fol-
lowing from 8 to 10 p.m. Reserva-
tions are recommended for the
four-course dinner show, which
costs $35 per person, not includ-
ing tax or gratuity.

Egert, who has performed in
some of New York and New
Jersey’s top jazz venues, such as
The Iridium Jazz Club, Danny’s
Skylight and Shanghai Jazz, has
two sons who attend Westfield
public schools.

“Let’s Get Lost,” Egert’s new
CD, will be available for purchase
and is already being sold at Barnes
& Noble in Springfield and Clark,
as well as www.cdbaby.com. The
compilation includes “You’d Be
So Nice To Come Home To,” and
“Too Close For Comfort”, as well
as two original songs that show-
case her ability as a songwriter
and pianist, “Wait Until I’m
Through With You” and “Please
Go Away.”

While Egert’s CD has been re-
ceiving airplay at jazz radio sta-
tions across the country, she has
had a steady engagement for five
years at New York’s Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel’s Peacock Alley
Lounge, has appeared on Broad-
way, opened for “The Tempta-
tions,” and had an impromptu duet
with Stevie Wonder at The
Waldorf.

“Even though I am excited about
my new CD and performances, I

Continued on Page 19

training I received in school to deco-
rating my house,” she explained.

Salvato was featured in the June

Continued on Page 19
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As a Happy MealAs a Happy MealAs a Happy MealAs a Happy MealAs a Happy Meal
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two jovial Italian men of mod-
erate size were seated near me this
Saturday night at a Clark restau-
rant, where they polished off a
modest meal of spaghetti and
meatballs with cappuccinos and a
quartet of Marlboros. After hand-
ing their payment to the scurrying
waiter, the man nearest to my table
shimmied his rear end along the
booth bench, and while leaning his

hands on the tiled restaurant wall,
moaned as he hoisted himself out of
his seat – kangaroo pouch and all.

Obesity is eating up this nation
of gluttony, forkful by all-you-
can-eat buffet forkful, and Satur-
day night’s incident is one of many
which have proven to me that we
aren’t winning the battle. Motiva-
tional speakers, like Dr. Phil, have
put the onus of obesity upon their

shoulders. And, though I know
he means well, Dr.

Phil isn’t in the car
with us when we
nearly cause an
accident, veer-

ing off the road,
toward the Jersey

Freeze ice cream shop.
Neither is Richard Simmons,

which I’m kinda thankful for.
For their part, fast food restau-

rants, such as McDonalds and
Wendy’s, have started
to include health-
friendly menus, which
are often difficult to take
seriously when diners
are taunted by mouth-
watering photos of
Whopper Juniors shown
nearby. They are required to post
complete nutritional information
near their counters and on their
websites, but I sincerely doubt
Americans’ can demonstrate
enough willpower to choose the
McDonald’s “healthier” Bacon
Ranch Salad (which is slathered
with buttermilk dressing and oodles
of cheeses) over the Wendy’s Big
Bacon Classic Combo.

In order to offer healthier
choices, fast food franchises may
seem like there are joining the war
against obesity, but the caloric
and fat content comparisons be-
tween those foods you crave and
their healthier counterparts are not
broad enough to prove that you are
better off ordering them. In fact,

                 Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMILES AND SPIRITS...Chefs at the Les Marmitons gathering stand proudly
behind their choice bottles of wines before serving the mouth-watering five-
course meal. Pictured, left to right, are: John Stillman, Chef William
DeMars, Robert Rial and John Howlett.

                Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CULINARY WIZARDS...Expert chefs, like Jordan Greene of West Orange,
pictured, above, worked under a challenging deadline in order to present each
delicious dish.

Westfield Art
Association

Saturday, October 11
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Raindate October 18)
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