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Westfield Welcomes
New Library Director

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Edison resident Philip Israel is the
new Director of the Westfield Me-
morial Library, replacing recently
retired Barbara Thiele.

Mr. Israel holds his Bachelor of
Arts Degree in History, with a minor
in Education from Montclair State
University. He received his masters
in Library Science from Rutgers Uni-
versity.

Mr. Israel began his career with a
position at the Douglas College Li-
brary, and for the last ten years, was
the director of the Sadie Pope
Dowdell Public Library in South
Amboy. He said that coming to
Westfield gives him “a chance to
expand my professional skills and

grow as a librarian.”
During his tenure in South Amboy,

he was involved with the construc-
tion of a new library and the imple-
mentation of an automated system.
Mr. Israel stated that he also saw
changes in South Amboy, as new
housing developments were built,
changing the traditional blue-collar
population.

“I’m hoping to be able to provide
a perspective that enables everyone
to do what they’re doing and maybe
a little bit better,” Mr. Israel told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Leader and The Times that
he is “looking forward to working
with Philip for many years to come.”

Mr. Israel is a member of the New
Jersey Library association and Infoling,
a regional library organization.

Mr. Israel and his wife Cheryl have
two children, Stephanie and Jason.

An open house will be held on
Sunday, October 19, from 1 to 5 p.m.
so that Westfield residents can meet
the new director.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW LIBRARY DIRECTOR...Philip Israel, of Edison, has taken over the helm
as the new Director of the Westfield Memorial Library.

Jaws of Life Assist FD
In Motor Vehicle Accidents

By BENJAMIN CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Fire Department has
an array of extrication equipment to
deal with severe vehicular accidents.
The equipment goes further than just
getting someone trapped in a vehicle
out; it can lift a vehicle, lift and
stabilize a tree, stabilize a collapse
of some sort to retrieve a victim.

In the mid 1970’s the Westfield
Fire Department was one of the first
departments in the area to get extri-
cation equipment. Westfield
Firefighters raised the money them-
selves for the first set of extrication
equipment. The department now has
three sets of extrication equipment.
After seeing how well the other equip-
ment worked the town of Westfield
bought the new equipment.

The Westfield Fire Department can
handle up to three accidents at one
time due to the amount of specialty

tools the department has. This al-
lows the Westfield Fire Department
to do their job a lot quicker and more
efficient to keep the people of
Westfield safer.

Platoon B that consists of Captain
James Pfeiffer, Lieutenant David
Kelly, Lieutenant Edward Silver,
Firefighter Harry Keen, Firefighter
Brian Dunlap, Firefighter Thomas
Ryan, Firefighter Aldo Tammaro,
Firefighter Karl Kelber and
Firefighter Kevin McCormack gave
The Westfield Leader a demonstra-
tion of all the extrication equipment.

The equipment consisted of Jaws
of Life, rams, air bags, cutting tools,
Crutch brand stabilizers, glasscutters,
Halligan and air chisels.

The Jaws of Life or Hurst tool can
produce any where from 22,000
pounds per square inch to 30,000
pounds per square inch. All this power
allows the firefighters to take doors
off vehicles and peel the roofs of
vehicles away from victims. If nec-
essary the rams can be used to push
car dashboards away from the vic-
tim.

The idea behind these tools is to
move parts of the vehicle away from
the victim. So that the victim will not
be injured further, when they are
being taken out of the vehicle. These
tools can also be used for other situ-
ations that may arise in which a lot of
power is needed to rescue a victim.

The fire department rescued 12
people in 2002 and another four
people in the first six months of
2003.

Martin Robins Named Director
Of Voorhees Transportation Center

Little Flower Children’s
Services to Honor Westfielder

Wallace Parker, Jr.

Talking Business

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
October 8 Little Flower Children’s
Services of New York will host its
first “Distinguished Humanitarians”
Award Dinner at the Brooklyn
Marriot, 333 Adams Street. Westfield
resident Wallace Parker, Jr. will re-
ceive the organizations
Corporate Caring Award
that evening.

The proceeds raised
from the first Distin-
guished Humanitarian
Award Dinner will help
support the many pro-
grams for children in cri-
sis, operated by Little
Flower Children’s Ser-
vices of New York.

Mr. Parker is Presi-
dent of Energy Delivery
and Customer Relation-
ship Group at KeySpan
Corporation in Brooklyn, New York,
a holding company created when the
Long Island Lighting Company
merged with Brooklyn Union in 1998.
Mr. Parker is responsible for the Gas
Business Unit, which consists of
KeySpan Energy Delivery of New
York, Long Island and New England,
and the Client Services Division. In
addition, Mr. Parker is Vice Chair-

man and CEO of KeySpan Services
Inc., comprised of KeySpan Home
Energy Services, KeySpan Business
Solutions and KeySpan Communi-
cations.

Mr. Parker has served in a number
of organizations in the energy in-

dustry, including the
American Gas Associa-
tion, the Energy Solu-
tions Center and the
Natural Gas Vehicle
Coalition. He has also
served as a member of
the Advisory Commit-
tee to the Governor’s
Energy Task Force in
New York State.

On the civic level,
Mr. Parker has been
active in many com-
munity organizations:
Brooklyn Borough

Community Services, Cancer Hope
Network, Brooklyn Chamber of
Commerce, Queens Chamber of
Commerce and Staten Island Cham-
ber of Commerce. In Westfield, he
is Immediate Past President of the
Church Council of the First Con-
gregational Church. He also taught
Business Management at Kean Uni-
versity.

NEW BRUNSWICK/
PISCATAWAY – Martin Robins,
whose career in transportation policy
and planning in the New York-New
Jersey Metropolitan area spans nearly
30 years, has been named director of
the Alan M. Voorhees Transportation
Center (VTC) at Rutgers, The State
University of New Jersey.

Mr. Robins, who lives in Westfield,
is the founding director of the
Voorhees Transportation Policy In-
stitute (VTPI), which together with
the federally funded National Tran-
sit Institute, formerly comprised the
VTC at Rutgers’ Edward J. Bloustein
School of Planning and Public Policy.
The center was established in 1998.
With Mr. Robins’ appointment, VTPI
has been renamed the Voorhees Trans-
portation Center.

James Hughes, dean of the
Bloustein School, made the an-
nouncement. Since its creation, the
institute has been acclaimed for its
analysis of land use and transporta-
tion, transportation finance and
freight movement. It managed the

Penns Neck Area Draft Environmen-
tal Impact Study for the New Jersey
Department of Transportation.

From 1994 to 1998, Mr. Robins
served as project director of Access
to the Region’s Core, a three-agency
planning partnership examining the
need for a new rail transit tunnel
between northern New Jersey and
midtown Manhattan. Prior to that, he
was director of NJ Transit’s Water-
front Transportation Office, which
planned the Hudson-Bergen light rail
line; director of the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey’s Plan-
ning and Development Department;
and deputy executive director of NJ
Transit.

In 2001, Mr. Robins coauthored
the report entitled “A Recent History
of NJ Transit’s Operations and Capi-
tal Budgeting: Too Many Objectives,
Too Few Resources, No Account-
ability” funded by the J.C. Kellogg
Foundation of Elizabeth. The report
found that NJ Transit’s financial con-
dition was worsening from both an
operating and capital perspective.

Fall Program Dates
Revealed for Trailside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Trailside

Nature and Science Center offers a
variety of workshops and activities
in the fall for children and families.

Fall workshops include “Two of
Us” for three and four year olds with
an adult, “Small Fry Days” for four
and five year olds, “After School
Explorations” for children in first
and second grade and “Trailside
Explorers” for third through fifth
students.

Pre-registration is required. The
fee for each workshop is $8 for in
county residents and $10 for out of
county residents.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Scarecrow Entries
Due In On Sunday

WESTFIELD – There’s still time
to make a scarecrow for Williams
Nursery’s scarecrow contest and a
chance to win $500. Scarecrows must
be brought into the nursery by this
Sunday. Entry forms are available at
the nursery or their website
www.williams-nursery.com.

 

Q.  Do you want to better manage your  
                income and expenses? 
 

A.  Everyone needs a financial plan to provide ongoing security and stability for themselves and  
           their family.  However, for a plan to be effective, it must have an underlying budget that is  
           sound and workable.  To see how easy it is to implement a personal household budget please 
           call or e-mail me to arrange for a FREE initial consultation in your home. 
         
           Mitchell Sandak 
 

 
             
 
            Sandak Budgetary Systems 
            Personal Budgetary & Financial Planning for the 21st Century 
            908.317.9845                                                                       mksandak_sBs@msn.com 

SSBBSS  

End Your Struggle
via Clinical Hypnosis

“One Year Followup Letter
from the Cohen Family”

Dear Dr. Glassman:

Now I know why people come to you from all over the country. For the first time in our lives, my mom, my aunt,
my grandfather, and I don’t struggle  with food issues. It’s been a year now and things are going exactly as you
said they would. I am still stunned that we were able to modify our eating habits in just a few appointments. People
actually laughed when I told them I was getting in a plane to fly from California to Mountainside to see a hypno-
therapist. But once I heard about the results my family experienced, it made sense to go to the right therapist, even
one 3000 miles away. Now I’m the one doing the laughing!

I know you saw my mom and aunt recently...are they looking amazing, or what?! My grandfather is a new man.
You have to see him. When I come out to NJ for the holidays, I will come by with him. By the way, he talks about
you like you were his son. What more can I say but thank you so much —  again and again. See you in December.
Cordially, Susan Cohen  (This letter was reprinted here with permission.)

“Clinical hypnosis is what I do, all day, everyday.
The weight-loss success rate is 96%.”

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.   Board Certified, Registered, Insured

Ivy League Clinical Hypnosis Center LLC

Areas of Specialization:

Weight, Phobias, Alcohol, Pot, Tobacco,
Migraines, Bulimia, Stress & Anxiety

AMA-approved techniques   Private appointments
Hundreds of local references

908-301-0039   www.IvyLeagueClinicalHypnosis.com 
Offices in Mountainside and Montclair, New Jersey


