
CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

OUR 114th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 12-114 FIFTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, November 27, 2003USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Classifieds........13

Community ... 6-7
Obituary ........ 14

Education ...... 13
Sports ............ 9-12
A&E .............. 15-16

Erratum
There are two construction

companies in the area with simi-
lar names, but are of not business
connection. Villane Construction
Corporation of Westfield, and D.
Villane Construction LLC of
Scotch Plains.

The article and editorial which
appeared in last week’s paper re-
garding the removal of trees on
Grant Avenue, referred to D.
Villane Construction LLC of
Scotch Plains.

We regret the errors.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GIVING THANKS ON THANKSGIVING…Joseph Mortarulo, right, owner of The Elm Street Café in Westfield, Donna
Miller Manager at Elm Street Cafe, and volunteers will be serving a traditional Thanksgiving dinner to people in need
on Thanksgiving Day. They are expecting around 150 people from various groups in the area, Arc of New Jersey, Elizabeth
Coalition to house homeless, Poets of Westfield, Mohawk of Westfield, Union County Respit Home, Gloria’s Hope
Missionary Church in Elizabeth, Food Bank of New Jersey, and Trinatas Hospital. Sysco food vendor, Kabloom, and
Great Harvest Bread Company are all donating products for the Thanksgiving Day dinner.

WF Council to Continue
Discussing Turf Field

At Conservation Center
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council held
its regular conference session on
Tuesday night, after press time.

The council was scheduled to dis-
cuss several issues including rede-
velopment project negotiations, the
proposed turf field and drainage prob-
lems related to Orenda Circle.

The council will be discussing
possible locations for the proposed
turf field, including the Conserva-
tion Center and Area 51. During pre-
vious discussions the council has been
split 4-4, with a councilman absent
each time, on whether to move for-
ward in studying the Conservation
Center.

Also on the council’s agenda was
the draft of the Westfield High School
parking restrictions.

The ordinance will establish alter-
nate side of the street parking on
several streets around the high school
including Dorian Court, Dorian Place,
Dorian Road (between Dorian Place
and Hyslip Avenue), Shadowlawn
Drive (between Rahway and Hyslip
Avenues), Nottingham Avenue and
Knollwood Terrace (between
Shackamaxon Drive and
Shadowlawn Avenue) and
Shackamaxon Drive (between
Rahway Avenue and Knollwood Ter-
race).

Parking will also be limited on

Shackamaxon Drive between
Rahway and Westfield Avenues
(north side only), Rahway Avenue
(Westfield High School side only),
Dorian Road between Trinity Place
and Westfield Avenue (south side
only) and Codding Road (only on
the side of the National Guard Ar-
mory).

These restrictions will be in effect
on Monday through Friday (school
days) from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Westfield Board of Education
gave the restrictions a green light
last week, when they also passed a
senior code of conduct.

The council is set to vote on the
ordinance on first reading at its Tues-
day, December 2, meeting.

The council will also discuss a
resolution to demolish a house at
1030 Coolidge Street, and detached
garages at 654 Boulevard and 634
Fairmount Avenue.

The governing body will also dis-
cuss increases in parking offense
penalties, which raises fines for two-
hour parking from $13 to $20.

The resolution also raises fines for
parking in loading zones, no park-
ing, and the use of skateboards and
rollerblades.

Finally, the council will go into
closed session to discuss New Street.

The meeting will be reported on in
the Thursday, December 4, edition
of The Westfield Leader.

Westfield’s Tree Preservation
Ordinance and Fines Reviewed

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield’s tree preservation ordi-
nance not only establishes the Tree
Preservation Commission to assist
the Planning Board, but also sets out
requirements for tree removal.

A tree removal permit is required
when a property is being developed
and requires a subdivision or site plan
approval. A permit is also required
when a vacant piece of land, or subdi-
vidable property is being worked on;
and there is a clause for if 50 percent
of the trees were removed within a
three year period. It also applies where
a structure is being demolished.

The exemptions to this application
apply to commercial nurseries, prun-
ing and removal of trees by utility
companies, and the Town of Westfield.

A tree preservation plan is sup-
posed to be drawn up for all subdivi-
sions and those projects requiring
site plan approvals.

According to the ordinance, “in
those circumstances where the plan-

ning Board requires a tree preserva-
tion plan be submitted as a condition
to its approval of an application, the
approval of the three preservation
plan by the code enforcement officer
or Town Engineer, as the case may
be, shall be a condition that is the
subject of the tree preservation plan.
The town engineer or code enforce-
ment officer shall consult with the
tree preservation commission in con-
nection with the approval of the tree
preservation plan.”

Though the commission may make
recommendations, the Planning
Board is not bound by their report.

If an application is approved and
physical changes are to be made to
the plans, they must be resubmitted
to the planning board for approval.

If, upon inspection, the plan was
not followed, the code enforcement
officer can withhold the certificate
of occupancy. They can also issue a
stop work order should they find that
the plan is not being followed during
construction.

Fines shall be no more than $500
shall be assessed per tree, per day, or
a penalty of 30 days in county jail
can be assessed. After that trees must
be replaced and each must be at least
four feet above the ground and have
a Diameter Breast Height (DBH) of
one half of the tree that was removed.
Or the violator can contribute the
amount of money necessary to pur-
chase and plant replacement trees.

The ordinance also sets out the
functions of the commission. They
are to work with the code enforce-
ment officer in reviewing all appli-
cations and make recommendations
to the planning board for removal
plans. The commission is also sup-
posed to perform on site inspections
of all applications before the plan-
ning board.

In addition they are to create an
inventory of trees on vacant land and
subdividable lots. They are also to
recommend a species list to the town
and participate in developing tree
planting plans for the town.

Construction Management Firms
Interviewed Behind Closed Doors

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council met
behind closed doors and drawn
shades on Monday night to inter-
view engineering and construction
management services for the rede-
velopment project.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
told the residents present at 7 p.m.
that the “matter falls within the ex-

ception” to the open public meet-
ings act, because it is regarding the
“employment or appointment of per-
spective employees.”

An open discussion by citizens
was held at the conclusion of the
interviews after 10 p.m. Only two of
the six residents who were there at
the start of the meeting were present
for the open discussion.

Orenda Circle resident Allen

Solomon questioned the council as
to why they are considering hiring a
construction manager without hav-
ing the financials in place or a “defi-
nite go ahead” for the project.

Mayor Gregory McDermott ex-
plained that there are certain things
the council does not know, and needs
a company to help. He said that the
firm that is hired will help the coun-
cil to “question everything being done
by the developer,” which he said will
“help us with the financials.”

Mr. Solomon also questioned what
would happen if the project does not
come to fruition. Town Administra-
tor James Gildea stated that the con-
struction management firm is one of
the “many firms to get us to the end
of the redevelopment agreement.”

The council’s next public meet-
ing is on Tuesday, December 2 at 8
p.m.

WF Planning Board OK’s
Wolfgang Puck for Elm St.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a seven to two vote, the Westfield
Planning Board approved with con-
ditions the proposal to turn the va-
cant bank at One Elm Street into a
Wolfgang Puck Express Restaurant.
The applicants, Limited Liability
Company (LLC), plan to convert the
building to a Wolfgang Puck Express
Restaurant on the first floor with
commercial offices on the second.

Conditions of the approval include
restriction that if the Wolfgang Puck
Restaurant does not work out, a “fast-
food” restaurant cannot be put in its
place, a deed restriction for any fu-
ture building owners that they can-
not turn the restaurant into a “fast-
food” business and an implementa-
tion of a Traffic Control Plan and a
Pedestrian Safety Plan proposed by
the applicant’s Traffic Consultant,
Gary Dean.

In addition, conditions of the ap-
proval state that the second floor
access to the office buildings be
deemed as an emergency exit only,
the applicant work with the Town
Engineer’s office to put in pedestrian
crosswalk striping and a further con-
dition that if the PNC Bank parking
lot becomes available, it not be ex-
clusive to only patrons of the
Wolfgang Puck Restaurant.

Last week, Mitchell Berlandt,
managing member of the LLC and
co-owner of the building since April
of 2001, testified that he is currently
in negotiations with the PNC Bank
on Prospect Street to buy the build-
ing, lease the first floor only back to
the bank and use the parking for the
proposed restaurant on evenings and
weekends.

He had stated that this would also
give him access to the parking lot on
East Broad Street across from PNC.
This, he concluded, would give the
restaurant 44 available parking spaces
during the weekend and evening
hours.

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle stated that he voted in favor of
the new restaurant and noted that Mr.
Berlandt, “from day one has been
nothing but cooperative.” He noted
that Mr. Berlandt has taken great
care to “maintain the building as it
exists” and that he was quick to
“remove the entrance at North Av-
enue when we asked him to.”

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh,
who also voted in favor of the new
business, stated that he felt the reno-
vations to the building would be an
“enormous benefit” to the Central
Business District and that the build-
ing was an “eyesore for a long time.”

Elaine Moffet, the owner of
Periwinkle’s, which is located right
next to the bank, spoke out in favor of
the application stating that she was
“delighted to see something come
into the building.” She noted that she

too thought the vacant bank was an
eyesore and that she felt it would
help increase the walking traffic on
Elm Street for the local business
owners.

Sherry Cronin, Executive Director
of the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) also spoke regarding
the new restaurant stating that she
thought the business would help pe-
destrian traffic flow.

She also noted that she serves on
the Parking Advisory Committee and
that parking has been a long-stand-
ing problem in Westfield, stating that
the first Westfield Parking Report
that she read was written in 1961.
She also spoke in favor of the park
area that owner, Mr. Berlandt had
proposed at the two prior meetings.

Mr. Berlandt explained last month
that plans submitted included a pro-
posal to take the existing parking lot
of the building and put in a patio with
a gazebo and trees, shrubs and potted
plants. This, Mr. Berlandt stated,
would “dress up an ugly parking lot.”
He testified that it would be a public
place for people to sit and relax

during their time in the downtown
area of Westfield.

Those opposed to the application
were Planning Board members, An-
thony LaPorta and William Ziff, who
both voted against the project. Both
members thought that the restaurant
would only make a bad traffic prob-
lem in the area even worse.

Richard Schkolnick, Esq. of Hersh,
Ramsey and Berman, who were rep-
resenting a group of downtown
Westfield restaurant owners opposed
to the proposal citing parking issues,
also had a traffic expert to testify.

Michael Chasin, a professional
planner and traffic engineer, testi-
fied that Westfield “already had a
major parking problem” and that
granting variance relief for the appli-
cant not to have to provide the 95
spaces required would make the
shortfall even greater.

Mr. Chasin stated that he thought
the bank would be better suited as
another type of business that required
fewer parking spaces.

He also testified that he was con-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Jeff Siegel for The Westfield Leader
DECISIONS DECISIONS…Students and parents met with representatives from colleges around the country during
college night at Westfield High School on Thursday evening.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GETTING IN THE SPIRIT…the town of Westfield Used Cascade Tree Service
to put up the town holiday decorations, on Tuesday, November 24.
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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS...The activity around Westfield High School’s
Kehler Stadium is at a high point these days as a girls’ field house is in the first
phases of construction. Part of the 2000 public bond referendum, the field house
will be the first facility for Westfield High School’s female teams who practice
and compete in and around Kehler Stadium. Female athletes will now have their
own restrooms, a locker room, team room and coaches office. The restrooms will
also be handicapped accessible for both athletes and fans. A new weight room
is part of the plan, with a separate entrance from the boys’ field house so that
weight training equipment can be shared. It is anticipated that the new facility
will be ready for the spring season.

Mountain Avenue
Willow Grove Road
Lawrence Avenue
Dudley Avenue
Rahway Avenue
Gallows Hill Road
Benson Place
Central Avenue
Prospect Street
Boulevard
North Avenue
Lamberts Mill Road
Shackamaxon Drive
Woodland Avenue
Summit Avenue
West Broad Street
Brightwood Avenue
Westfield Avenue
North Chestnut Street
First Street
East Broad Street
Clark Street
Totals:

Summonses

Speeding Enforcement Stats.
For the Month of October

The monthly publishing of speeding
enforcementis part of the Westfield Police
Department’s efforts to make the streets of
Westfield safer for everyone. The Westfield
Police Department will not tolerate agressive
drivers, and while issuing summonses is not
the main objective, it is necessary in order to
gain compliance with traffic laws.

Street Warnings
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1
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0
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3
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1
0
0
0
1
3
1
25

Indian Summer This Fall Strikes Beauty Through Thanksgiving

Subscribe or Renew Online!
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The Westfield Leader
The Times of Scotch Plains - Fanwood

Westfield Public School
Secretaries’ Contract OK’d

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education ratified a three-
year contract with the Westfield
Association of Educational Secre-
taries.

The contract, which is effec-
tive July 1, 2003 through June 30,
2006, allows for annual increases
of 3.9 percent for each of the
three years.

The major changes in the con-
tract include an added $50 incen-
tive for secretaries who demon-
strate proficiency in specific com-
puter software utilized by the dis-
trict.

To control health insurance costs,
all new hires will participate in a
Point of Service insurance plan.

Health benefits also include a
change in the prescription co-pay
from $9 to $15 for non-generic and
$5 to $8 for generic drugs.

Members of the employee nego-
tiating team included Donna Dzury,
Linda Frame, Gennie Lagola,
Nancy Rich, Carla Wolf, and New
Jersey Education Association Con-
sultant Sally Corvinus.

The board team included Anne
Riegel, Ginny Leiz and William
Ziff. Serving as administrative li-
aisons were Board Secretary and
Business Administrator Robert
Berman, Assistant Superintendent
of Human Resources Margaret
Dolan, and Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley.
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MON-FRI 10 TO 6   •   THURS 10 TO 8   •   SUN 12 TO 5

Garwood Factory Showroom

• Open To The Public •

518 North Avenue, Garwood
(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free  (877) MATT-FAC

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

$25 OFF FREEOR

With purchase of any premium bedding set.  Not valid with any other offer.  Exp. 12/31/03
Bed Frame

Tired of Your
Mattress

FUTONS
Owned & Operated by

the Shovlin Family

for  Over  20 YearsNow Manufacturing
Visco Foam Mattresses

Visit Our Website  •  www.mattressfac.com

Wesley  Allen

• Hi-Risers

• Brass Beds

• Bunkie Boards

• Custom Sizes

• Electric Beds

• Folding Cots

• Split Box Springs

• Crib Mattresses

• Sofa Bed Mattresses

• California King Sizes

cerned about pedestrian safety cross-
ing Elm Street and North Avenue,
specifically.

Restaurants opposed to the
Wolfgang Puck project include
Vicki’s Diner, Ferraro’s Restaurant,
The Northside Trattoria, The Mojave
Grill, Sweet Waters Steak House,
Cosimo’s, Theresa’s, Jeffrey’s, The
Elm Street Café and Lime.

During the first meeting in Septem-
ber, Mr. Berlandt testified that ac-
cording to his records, the building
has been in operation as a bank as
early as the 1900s and banks that have
occupied the space include the Na-
tional State Bank of Elizabeth,
Corestates Bank and First Union Bank.

He also said that when he bought
the building it had been vacant for
three or four years.

He noted that one of the reasons
that it has been vacant for so long is
that it has been labeled as “outdated”
by many prospective bank operators
because of the lack of drive-thru
windows. He also noted that some
retail stores who had inquired about
the building’s availability wanted to
“dramatically alter” the windows and
others who inquired, simply lost in-
terest.

Also testifying at the September
hearing was Leon Magnes, who is and

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

will be opening a number of Wolfgang
Puck Express Franchise chains in the
New York and New Jersey area in-
cluding the proposed Westfield loca-
tion and the newly opened Hoboken
location. He is also a franchise owner
of Wendy’s Restaurants.

According to Mr. Magnes’ last tes-
timony, the restaurant has a Southern
California atmosphere and has a
unique setting terming it as a fast
casual dining experience. He com-
pared the restaurant to Panera’s Bread,
where customers order their food at
the counter and the food comes on
china plates and patrons use flatware.
He stated, however, that the Wolfgang
Puck food was “a bit higher quality.”

Mr. Magnes stated that after order-
ing their food customers are given a
beeper and that the average price for an
order would range between $8 and
$10.

According to Mr. Magnes, the res-
taurant would operate seven days a
week from 11 a.m. until 10 p.m.
during the week and from 11 a.m. to
11 p.m. on weekends and would em-
ploy a total number of 40 people. He
also stated that the restaurant man-
agement planned to make a Westfield
Heritage Room in the back of the
building to be used by Westfield civic
organizations.

WF Planning Board OK’s
Wolfgang Puck for Elm St.

GREEN THUMBS…A garden is dedicated on the Cook College Campus of
Rutgers University as a statewide project to “Save the Wildflowers and Native
Plants of New Jersey for Our Children and Future Generations.” Pictured, left
to right, are: Ruth Paul, Garden Clubs of New Jersey (GCNJ) President 2001-
2003; Dr. Bruce Hamilton, Director of Rutgers Gardens; Darren Koblesky,
Superintendent of Rutgers Gardens; Patrick Cullina, Associate Director of
Rutgers Gardens, and Wini Applegate, current GCNJ President.

Garden Club Launches
‘Save the Wildflowers’

WESTFIELD – Louise Shepnew,
President of the Westfield Garden
Club, recently announced that the
club has participated in a two-year,
statewide project to “Save the Wild-
flowers and Native Plants of New
Jersey for Our Children and Future
Generations.”

The project is a cooperative effort
between the Garden Club of New
Jersey (GCNJ) and Rutgers Univer-
sity. Located on the Cook College
campus of Rutgers, the garden fea-
tures native and regional ground cov-
ers, wildflowers, shrubs, trees and
grasses.

The Shell Grant Program and the

National Garden Clubs, Inc. awarded
the project a $1,000 grant. The 126
clubs across the state contributed a
total of $5,596, representing one
dollar for each member.

Ruth Paul, Garden Clubs of New
Jersey President 2001-2003, and Wini
Applegate, current GCNJ President,
were active in launching the project.
The dedication was held on Septem-
ber 29 and a Magnolia virginiana
(Sweetbay) tree was planted to honor
Mrs. Paul.

The Westfield Garden Club is a
member of the National Garden
Clubs, Inc. and the Central Atlantic
Region.

Musical Club of Westfield
To Host Holiday Program

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield’s Holiday Program will
be held on Wednesday, December 10,
at 1 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street in Westfield.

The program is open to the public.
Part of the program will feature

unusual combinations of instruments,
a vocal solo with trio accompaniment,
and a piano duo, as well as a vocal solo
with piano accompaniment.

Harpist Beverly Thomson-Shea of
Scotch Plains will join clarinetist
George Toenes of Westfield in per-
forming Maurice Ravel, arrangement,
by Quinto Maganini.

Diantha Clark, a mezzo-soprano
from South Plainfield, will sing “Four
Songsto Poems of Thomas Campion”
by Virgil Thomson. The accompany-
ing group will include Ms. Thomson-
Shea, Mr. Toenes and Westfield resi-
dent and violist Betsy Vaden.

The piano-duo team of Carolle-
Ann Mochernuk and Paul Kueter, both
of North Plainfield, will perform 12
pieces from Georges Bizet’s “Jeux
d’Enfants” or “Children’s Games.”

Sandra Smith, soprano and Warren
resident, will sing, accompanied by
Mr. Kueter, “Velvet Shoes” by Randall
Thomson, “O Leave Your Sheep,”
poems by A.R. arrangement Cecil
Hazelhurst and “I Wonder As I Wan-
der” by John Jacob Niles and Lewis
Henry Horton.

Accompanied by Mr. Kueter,
Sandra Smith will sing “A Christmas
Carol” by Arnold Bax, “Stopping By
Woods” and “On a Snowy Evening”
by Ann MacDonald Diers, and “The
Carols of the Birds” by Eric Thiman.

The Hospitality Committee is led
by Dariel Belcher, Chairperson, as
well as fellow Westfielders Edna
Borchers, and Helene Frieland and
Audrey Feathers of Scotch Plains.
The program is led by Rosemarie
Gilman of Westfield and publicity is
handledby Mr. Toenes.

Financial Aid Night
At WHS Scheduled
WESTFIELD — The

Westfield High School (WHS)
Guidance Department will
present its 18th Annual Finan-
cial Aid Information Program
on Tuesday, December 2, at
7:30 p.m. in the auditorium.

A guest presenter from the
Financial Aid Services for the
Higher Education Student As-
sistance Authority (HESSA)
will explain the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and the College
Scholarship Service’s PRO-
FILE.

WHS Guidance Department
representatives will discuss
college academic scholarships
as well as local scholarships.
Pamphlets and brochures will
also be available.

Parents of seniors who will
be applying for financial aid
for college are encouraged to
attend the program as well as
parents of juniors and sopho-
mores who may want to start
planning now. There will be
ample opportunity for ques-
tions.

Singles Group Reveals
December Meetings

WESTFIELD — Widowed, di-
vorced or never-married individuals
over age 45 are invited to meet each
Sunday at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Participants meet at 9 a.m. for cof-
fee, cake and discussion of issues
important to single people.  Next
month’s meetings will be held De-
cember 7, 14, 21 and 28.

Meetings take place in the lower
level meeting room of the church. A
$2 donation is requested and all are
welcome. For more information,
please call (908) 889-5265 or (908)
889-4751.


