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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Presbyterian Deacons Slate
Blood Drive December 6

WELCOME THE SEASON…Mary and Mark Beshears, with sons Will and
Matt, will light the tree on the front lawn of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield on Sunday, November 30, at 7 p.m. A carol sing will follow the lighting
ceremony, with refreshments to be served afterward in Assembly Hall. The
annual event is the kickoff of the Advent season for the church’s Christmas
celebration. The church is located at the corner of East Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue.

FANWOOD – The deacons of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
conduct their annual blood drive on
Saturday, December 6, from 8:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the church dining
room.

Individuals can safely donate blood
every 56 days. This year, in addition
to blood donations, New Jersey Blood
Services will accept platelet dona-
tions.

“Platelets are needed for people
suffering from suppressed immune

systems, such as bone marrow re-
cipients, critically ill children and
cancer patients,” said New Jersey
Blood Services spokeswoman Marie
Forrestal.

She added that donors should eat
within two hours of donating and be
sure to bring proper identification.

The church is located at the corner
of Martine and LaGrande Avenues in
Fanwood. For additional informa-
tion, please call the church office at
(908) 889-8891.

Varina Davis to be Topic
For Historical Society

WESTFIELD – Varina Howell
Davis, First Lady of the South (1861-
1865), the wife of Jefferson Davis,
will be spotlighted at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society at noon
on December 3.

The luncheon, during which His-
torical Society Program Chairman
Bob Miller will discuss Mrs. Davis,
will take place at B.G. Fields Restau-
rant, located at 560 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Mr. Miller said he became inter-
ested in Mrs. Davis after discovering
she was the granddaughter of New
Jersey Governor Richard Howell
(1793-1801). He became curious
about how her father had ended up in
Natchez, Miss. and the circumstances
that led to his daughter meeting and
marrying Jefferson Davis.

Mr. Miller will talk about Mrs.
Davis’ life with her husband, cover-
ing his years as a United States Sena-
tor, a hero in the war with Mexico,
the United States Secretary of War,
and President of the Confederacy
during the Civil War.

He will discuss their life in Rich-

mond during the war; their flight
from the city a few days before the
Union forces entered in April of 1865;
the confusion during their capture on
May 10 in Irwinville, Ga. and the
imprisonment of Jefferson Davis in
Fort Monroe, Va.

Mr. Miller will tell of the turmoil
Mrs. Davis went through during her
husband’s imprisonment, and the cam-
paign and battles she waged for his
eventual release in 1867.

Jefferson Davis’ final days were
spent at Beauvoir, a small estate in
Biloxi, Miss., where he died in 1889.
Mrs. Davis, who moved to New York
City in 1891, defended her husband’s
name in word and print until her
death in 1906.

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by telephone to
verify their reservations. Space per-
mitting, others may attend. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to call
(908) 233-2930 by noon on Monday,
December 1.

Presbyterian Church
To Conduct Book Fair
WESTFIELD — The Presbyte-

rian Church in Westfield will hold a
Book Fair in Assembly Hall, located
in the lower level of the Parish House
at 140 Mountain Avenue, on three
consecutive Sundays.

The fair will be held November
30, December 7 and 14,  from noon
to 1:30 p.m.  Books for children and
adults will be provided by the Town
Book Store in Westfield.

Twenty percent of all proceeds are
to be donated to the After-School
Program for children at the Presbyte-
rian Center in Elizabethport.

Willow Grove Welcomes
All to Advent Festival

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,
December 7, the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church of Scotch Plains
will hold its 25th annual Advent Fes-
tival from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Child
care for babies and toddlers will be
available in the Children’s Ark.

Activities for adults and children
will be offered, including holiday crafts
for home décor; cookie baking and
icing; a Christmas playlet presented
by and including all the children present
(with a cute script and some adult
guidance); fellowship over a simple
supper; a brief time of devotions, and
singing of Christmas carols.

On display will be materials from
Heifer Project International, a mis-
sion organization dedicated to pro-

viding needy families in developing
countries with live animals which
they care for and whose natural prod-
ucts, such as eggs, milk and wool,
can be sold to improve the family
income.

Depending on the size of indi-
vidual donations, Heifer Project will
provide a needy family with a flock
of chickens or a goat, a pair of rabbits
or a sheep. Gift cards will be avail-
able for purchase that Sunday.

Christians commemorate Advent
during the four weeks preceding De-
cember 25. For more information or
to sign up for the event, please call
the church office during weekday
morning hours at (908) 232-5678 or
Barbara Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

Interfaith Dialogue Strengthens
And Enriches Our Communities

By REV. EDWARD H. CARLL

As we gather around our Thanks-
giving tables this year, many of my
thoughts turn toward those Ameri-
cans who are on foreign battlefields,
as well as the civilian populations of
both Afghanistan and Iraq, who are
living in a time of great instability
and violence.

Of late, every morning broadcast
and newspaper in the U.S. and around
the world is filled with news of in-
creasing terrorist activities, stories
of loss of life both civilian and mili-
tary, and the increasing risks and
threats posed by terrorists around the
world.

The most recent bombings, on Jew-
ish synagogues, the British consu-
late and bank headquarters in Tur-
key, as well as those earlier in the
month in Saudi Arabia, underscore
the point.

As we gather around our Thanks-
giving tables this year, many of my
thoughts turn into prayers…prayers
for peace-making and the peace-
makers of the world who are hard at
work, despite all of the evidence and
activity among the human family
which point to ongoing troubles, ter-
rorism and international strife.

Additionally, my prayer is that we

will be better able to gain clarity
about the things which make for
peace. I will also express my grati-
tude for those people in my life who
have led me in the paths of peace and
clarity.

As we enjoy the extra time for
thoughts and prayers this week dur-
ing the Thanksgiving holiday, I will
be especially grateful for a friend
and colleague, the Reverend Dr.
Franklin Littell.

Franklin’s insights and worldview
reveal prophetic clarity about these
sorts of turbulent world events we
are going through. He has had ex-
traordinary life experiences, collabo-
rating and advising with groups who
work for justice and peace. Now in
his mid-80s, Franklin is still teach-
ing as Distinguished Professor of
Holocaust and Genocide studies at
the Richard Stockton College of New
Jersey.

For more than five decades, Dr.
Littell has concerned himself with
the problems of Religious Liberty,
Extremism and the identification of
Totalitarian Movements.

Concerned with these factors in
respect to democratic society, his
particular interest is to underline the
specific responsibility of academics
and those in the religious
communities…and for several years
now his life and work has served to
challenge me to look more deeply
into my responsibility as a religious
leader.

While recently reviewing some of
Dr. Littell’s thoughtful writing, I was
reminded of the value of dialogue
within the interfaith community and
the importance of open communica-
tion between face-to-face local
groups, in which public issues are
openly and adequately debated.

I was also reminded of the unique-
ness of our own country, which is
still seen as a land of promise and
pluralism. I was reminded that Mus-
lim, Jew, Christian, Sikh and Bud-
dhist, as well as many others, expe-
rience a religious liberty that is unique
to the American democratic
experiment…and that we are pro-
tected by law in expressing it!

In this season of gratitude and
Thanksgiving, I hope to rededicate
myself to interfaith dialogue, not
neglecting it or taking it for granted,
but enjoying the richness, the depth
and the diversity that it encourages,
and am looking forward to the clarity
it may bring us here in Westfield. Are
you interested? Will you join me?

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Carll serves as Senior

Pastor of the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield, located at One
East Broad Street.

Free Seminar Scheduled
On Retirement Planning

MOUNTAINSIDE – A retire-
ment planning seminar, open to
the public, will be offered at the
Mountainside Public Library on
Monday, December 1, at 7:30 p.m.

Financial counselor Ed Sjonell
will share over 30 years of experi-
ence and personal tips to help par-
ticipants focus their goals for re-
tirement.

Topics will include life insur-
ance, health insurance and long-
term care plans.

Mr. Sjonell will also review 401k
and 403b plans, IRAs, Roth IRAs,
annuities, bonds, indexes and other
tax-saving options.

He has provided private coun-
sel ing and conducted many
courses and workshops at Union
County College and area adult
schools.

The Friends of the Mountainside
Public Library are sponsoring this
program, which is free and open to
everyone.

To register or for more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-0115 or
visit the Mountainside Public Li-
brary, located at Constitution
Plaza, during regular library hours.

Historic Group Lists
Winners of Raffle

MOUNTAINSIDE – Raffle win-
ners for the Mountainside Historic
Preservation Committee’s 2003 event
were presented with their prizes at
the Hetfield House in the borough on
September 21.

In addition, more than 40 new
bricks were dedicated to the memo-
rial walkway leading to the property
in a ceremony the same day.

First prize, worth $500, went to George
Gilcrest; second prize, worth $300, was
won by M. DeCarlo; the $150 third prize
was claimed by Ted Zawislak. All are
Mountainside residents.

Tim McEvoy, also of
Mountainside, donated his fourth
prize win of $50 back to support the
Hetfield House.

Winning raffle numbers were
drawn by Jamie Winter, winner of
the Deerfield School essay contest
sponsored by the Mountainside His-
toric Preservation Committee in June.

Cynthia West handled the brick
dedication on behalf of the
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee, overseers of the historic
property.

“We’ve got lots of work ahead of
us in maintaining this property, and
we really appreciate Mr. McEvoy’s
generosity,” said Committee Presi-
dent Scott Daniels.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet December 8
WESTFIELD – The Senior Social

Club of Holy Trinity will meet on
Monday, December 8, at 1:30 p.m. in
the gymnasium/auditorium of the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
in Westfield.

A catered luncheon will be served.
Reservations may be made by call-
ing Dominic Lisanti at (908) 233-
7180. The deadline for reservations
is Wednesday, December 3.

On December 3, club members
will attend a luncheon and Christ-
mas show at the Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse. A trip to the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center in Newark is
planned for the spring.

First Congregational
To Resume Concerts
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street, will re-
sume its Mid-Day Musicales concert
series on Wednesday, December 3, at
noon.

The first of three concerts in De-
cember will feature internationally
celebrated pianist Juana Zayas in a
program of works by Scarlatti, Liszt-
Schumann and Chopin. Ms. Zayas
has performed throughout Europe,
South America and the United States.

These free, half-hour programs are
presented in the church sanctuary,
and are followed by a soup and sand-
wich luncheon available for $5 in the
church social hall.

AARP Chapter to Present
Holiday Luncheon Tuesday
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its Annual Holiday Luncheon
on Tuesday, December 2, at noon at
The Westwood in Garwood.

The luncheon will feature an inter-
national buffet, including several
choices of appetizers, entrees and sal-

ads. Desserts and beverages will be
served, as well as free wine and soda.

Disk jockey Win Ballou will pro-
vide the entertainment with his inter-
pretations of Christmas and popular
music, including some “golden old-
ies.” He will also sing and invite
audience participation at various
times.

Members and non-members alike
are invited to attend. The total cost is
$20, including the gratuity. For fur-
ther information or reservations,
please call Chairwoman Marie Stock
at (908) 925-2536.

Caregivers Meeting
Slated For Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for individuals caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones will meet on
December 1 at 8 p.m. in the Parish
Center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

The group meets on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1867.

Ens. Murphy Reports
To Naval Air Station
FANWOOD – United States

Navy Ensign Rebekah Murphy,
the daughter of Judy A. and Paul
R. Murphy of Fanwood, recently
reported for duty at Naval Air Sta-
tion in Kingsville, Tex.

A 1998 graduate of the Pingry
School in Martinsville, Ensign
Murphy joined the Navy in May
of 2002. She graduated from the
United States Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Md. with a Bachelor
of Science degree in 2002.

Just in time for the holidays

Mindowaskin Skaters
Miniature Limited Edition

Juxtapose Gallery

Susan Petrick, MEd, LDTC, CET

Board Certified Educational Therapist
Dyslexia Specialist

Specialist in the Disorder of Written Expression
Creator of “Picture to Write®” - a uniquely effective writing technique

Announces

the opening of offices in Westfield, NJ

908-654-9380

Experienced, expert, 1 on 1 instruction in reading, spelling, math & writing

*Wilson
*Lindamood Bell

*Orton Gillingham certified

Focusing on ages 5-11

215-295-1010 in Pennsylvania     MasterCard & Visa accepted

It’s That Time Again . . .
Our Special Holiday pages will appear in the upcoming newspaper editions

of the week of December 4, 11, and 18.  We are inviting all businesses and
services to participate.  You may include an action type photograph and a brief
unique story for consideration.  Reserve your space now! Email us at
sales@goleader.com or call the Advertising Department at 908-232-4407

beautiful things
1838 East Second St., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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