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Prosecutor Announces
Anti-Bullying Programs

COUNTY – Training programs be-
ing offered so that law enforcement
officers and educators can learn about
the new anti-bullying mandates for
school districts have placed Union
County squarely in the lead through-
out New Jersey. Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said a series of work-
shops offered at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains
have been extremely well received
to the point where Union is the county
in the state that has had representa-
tion from all of its educational dis-
tricts at recent anti-bullying and anti-
harassment training.

The workshops for educators, spon-
sored jointly by the Union County
Superintendent of Schools, Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, and
Union County Human Relations
Commission, were delivered over a
three-week period in October and
November. Law enforcement offic-
ers are scheduled to receive the state-
of-the art training at the academy in
early December.

“New Jersey adopted legislation
which mandated every school dis-
trict to have a policy in place by
September 1, 2003, to address bully-
ing, harassment and intimidation, and
to spread the word to the school
community,” said Union County
Superintendent of Schools Glenn
Tillou. “All too often we are hearing
about the tragic results from bully-
ing. Columbine High School drove
the message home all too clearly.”

Prosecutor Romankow, who named
former state Education Commis-
sioner Dr. Vito Gagliardi to head up
a countywide Anti-Bullying Coali-
tion (ABC), said “The legislation
being implemented here in Union
County attempts to make sure that
every student, teacher and parent
understands the importance of being
proactive in preventing bullying prob-
lems and making each school a ha-
ven of safety for students and staff. I
am proud of the commitment I have
seen thus far from every Union
County school district.”

“Bullying can take many forms. It
is used to alienate children, and it is
used to pressure our young children
to join gangs or take other actions

that are undesirable, unsafe, or just
plain wrong. Bullying can drive some
children to commit terrible acts
against others and sometimes, against
themselves. The emotional scars of
bullying cause suffering for a life-
time,” Dr. Gagliardi said.

Two brochures have been devel-
oped to aid students and adults in
recognizing, handling and stopping
bullying, and are currently being
printed in English and Spanish by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice. “Who Are YOU In The Bullying
Game?” will help a student identify
whether he or she is behaving as a
bully or being bullied, and asks the
silent majority of children who are
observing the bullying to make a
difference by standing up for the
person who is being hurt and to tell
an adult immediately.

The adult brochure, “Bullying,
Harassment, and Intimidation,”
warns that “Little Bullies Become
Big Bullies” and provides an over-
view of bullying behaviors including
verbal, physical, social, psychologi-
cal and cyber-bullying, warning signs
to identify children who bully or who
are bullied.

Prosecutor Romankow noted that
research conducted in the United
States indicates that 2.1 million
children bully, and 2.7 million chil-
dren are bullied. Research also in-
dicates that 160,000 children miss
school everyday due to the fear of
attack or intimidation by other stu-
dents (FBI/National Education As-
sociation), and that bullying and
teasing are cited as the top school
troubles of elementary and middle
school students — more than drugs,
alcohol, AIDS and pressure to have
sex (Kaiser Family Foundation).
He also noted that bullying has
played a role in three out of four
school-shooting attacks (U.S. Se-
cret Service Report.)

He urges parents and communi-
ties to work with educators and law
enforcement to learn how to recog-
nize bullying behavior, to intervene,
and to develop positive relation-
ships with children so they have
someone to turn to if they are
troubled or in danger.

HOLIDAY HAPPENING…Westfield resident Kathy Storcks, left, attended
last year’s Holiday House Tour to benefit the Reeves-Reed Arboretum in
Summit. She was joined by Maureen McLaughlin of Rockville Center, N.Y.,
center, and Mary Jean Monahan of Bloomfield. This year’s tour, which will
feature five Summit area houses dressed up for the holidays, will be on
Thursday, December 11, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Advance tickets may be
purchased for $25 at The Garden and Gift Shop at the arboretum, located at 165
Hobart Avenue in Summit. Proceeds from the tour benefit arboretum pro-
grams. For more information, please call (908) 273-8787.

Board of Adjustment
Meeting Rescheduled
WESTFIELD – Thursday night’s

meeting of the Westfield Board of
Adjustment to continue testimony
for the Temple Emanu-El parking
lot was cancelled due to the board’s
attorney having a conflict.

The next meetings are sched-
uled for Thursday, December 4
and Monday, December 8 at 7 p.m.
at Town Hall.
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GO TO COURT?
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Lenape Park Clean Up
Scheduled For November 29
WESTFIELD – According to the

Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, area residents, busi-
nesses, scouts, school and commu-
nity groups are being sought to help
pull weeds and pick up debris and
trash in Lenape Park in Westfield on
Saturday, November 29.

The clean-up will begin at the
East Broad Street and Springfield
Avenue entrance of Lenape Park in
Westfield.

The event will be held rain or
shine from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Partici-
pants should dress to get dirty and
wet and bring gloves and crab nets
or large drip nets if they have them.
Trash bags, some tools and gloves
will be provided. Children ages 14
and under must be accompanied by
an adult.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and the Union County
Department of Parks and Recreation
are sponsors of the clean-up with the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection, AmeriCorps Wa-
tershed Program, the Friends of
Lenape Park, and the Watchung Na-
ture Club. Volunteers should call (908)
527-4032 to register.

Stender, Green Call for Fine Hike
For Violation of Construction Code

TRENTON – A Senate panel to-
day released legislation sponsored
by Assemblywoman Linda Stender
and Assemblyman Jerry Green that
would increase the maximum pen-
alty for violations of the State Uni-
form Construction Code Act to
$2,000 from $500.

Assemblywoman Stender and As-
semblyman Green said the intent of
their legislation (A-2651) is to better
deter violations by updating the pen-
alty amount.

Since the law was enacted in 1975,
the penalty for violations of the AState
Uniform Construction Act has re-
mained unchanged.

“Most builders nowadays see a
$500 fine simply as the cost of doing
business,” said Assemblywoman
Stender (D-Union). “Increasing the
maximum penalty for code viola-
tions to $2,000 would send a clear
message to all would-be violators
that the state is serious about con-
struction codes and safety standards.”

Under the measure, penalties in
excess of $500 per violation could be
assessed in the following instances:

The penalty for knowingly failing
or refusing to comply with any law-
ful order would be a maximum of
$1,000 per violation. In cases when
knowingly failing or refusing to com-
ply with an order endangers the life
or safety of any person, the maxi-
mum penalty would be $2,000 per
violation; the penalty for failure to
obtain a required permit prior to
commencing construction or for al-
lowing a building to be occupied
without a certificate of occupancy
shall not exceed $2,000 per viola-
tion; the penalty for failure to com-
ply with a stop-construction order
shall not exceed $2,000 per viola-
tion; the penalty for willfully mak-
ing a false or misleading written
statement, or willfully omitting any
required information or statement in
any application or request for ap-
proval shall not exceed $2,000 per
violation.

The bill defines a code violation in
an occupied building as an infraction
that would be deemed to endanger
the life or safety only if it involves
fire safety, structural soundness or
any malfunction of mechanical
equipment that would pose a life-
safety hazard. A code violation in an
unoccupied building would be
deemed a danger to life or safety
only if the violation involves a code
requirement intended to protect the
safety of the public walking by the
property.

“Increasing the penalty for break-
ing the state’s uniform construction
code will be significant and not just
a slap on the wrist,” said Assembly-
man Green (D-Union). “This increase
also will reinforce the message to
potential code violators that their
actions are unacceptable.”

The Senate Community and Ur-
ban Affairs Committee released the
bill 5 to 0 with one abstention. It now
is in position for a Senate floor vote.

Parking Tickets Can
Cause Loss of License
WESTFIELD – If parking tick-

ets go unpaid in Westfield, resi-
dents can have their driver’s li-
censes suspended.

In addition to the original fine
of $13 for the parking ticket, ad-
ditional late fees are added. There
is then a $100 surcharge for the
reinstatement of the driver’s li-
cense. The entire fine could be over
$200.

For residents to become in-
formed of their suspended license,
they must go to the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building to pay their tick-
ets.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!
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