
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 27, 2003 Page 11

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Raiders, ‘Wild Dogs’ Silence
Bombers, 28-24, in Semis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

when halfback Keith Simpkins glided
in from eight-yards out with 28 sec-
onds left in the quarter.

The Raiders put together a 10-play
55-yard march that ended with Boff’s
one-yard TD plunge with 2:37 left in
the half. After Boff’s interception,
the Raiders attempted to tie the game
just before the half but Mike
Baumwoll’s field goal attempt was
blocked.

With 7:02 left in the third quarter,
the Bombers took a 17-7 lead when
Poore rumbled 19 yards for the TD.
However, the Raiders showed their
moxie with a seven-play, 70-yard
march that ended with Baker’s two-
yard TD run with 3:48 on the clock.
Baker carried six times for 63 yards

on that drive.
After the “Wild Dogs” forced the

Bombers to turn over the ball on
downs at the Raider 28, Lockery, on
the first offensive play, got great
blocks from tight end Bachi and full-
back Boff and broke downfield for
his 72-yard TD run to give the Raid-
ers a 21-17 lead with 10:50 remain-
ing in the game.

“We tried that play in the first half
and it didn’t work. I cut outside. It
was my fault. When we ran it again,
our fullback Travis Boff and our
tight end Charlie Bachi told me one
is going to block outside and one is
going to block inside. The hole was
there,” explained Lockery.

Displaying the true nature of cham-
pions, the Bombers boomed back with
a 67-yard TD drive when Shaune
Thomas sped in from the five with
7:37 left. But the Raiders were hun-
gry and Lockery quickly gobbled up
77 yards on four carries to put the ball
on the Bomber one where Boff bashed
in for the TD with 5:42 remaining.

The Bombers wanted to answer,
but with 2:24 left, Fabiano sacked
Poore on a fourth down play for a
seven-yard loss.

“The right side, the left side, ev-
erybody did well today. This was a
war today,” stated Lockery. “We never
put our heads down. We worked too
hard to go home losers.”

“We dominated on defense. Ev-
erybody was hustling. We kept driv-
ing. We came out victorious,” ex-
pressed Fabiano. “We are the top
dogs today!”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0  7   7 14 28
Sayreville 10  0   7   7 24

BALESTRIERE NOTCHED 10 GOALS

Lady Raiders Gained
State Soccer Recognition

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The map of New Jersey girls soc-
cer hotspots now includes Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School as this
year’s Raiders broke the top-20 sev-
eral times, won the Watchung Con-
ference (WC) title and finished with
a 13-3-3 record.

“It was nice for the kids to get
ranked,” commented second-year
Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing,
who had been an assistant for five
years.

The Raiders also defeated
Westfield, who had made it to the
state Group 4 finals last year, 1-0,
early in the season and tied them, 0-
0, on October 23 to clinch the WC
title.

“It was a big test for us because
Westfield is always a good team. It is
nice to beat Westfield because they
are always well coached and have a
good group of kids over there. It
showed me that these young kids
could play,” said Ewing.

Ewing’s most memorable game
other than Westfield was against
Cranford later in the season where
they were missing five or six starters
but still won. “The other kids came
in and really stepped up. It showed
the depth that we had and the charac-
ter of the kids on the team,” he said.

Offensively, the Raiders totaled
56 goals and 50 assists and junior
Jenna Balestriere led the team with
10 goals and 12 assists.

“Jenna did a great job,” said Ewing.
“We started her out at halfback and
moved her up to forward, but unfor-
tunately, we had a number of injuries
in midseason and we had to move
Jenna back to center midfield where
she’s not used to playing. But we
needed someone with experience to
take over in the middle and she did a
great job. If we would have had her
up front all season, the goals would
have been more.”

Balestriere along with Lauren
Perotta (two goals) and forward Jessie
Sapienza, who netted seven goals
and three assists, have been selected
team captains for next year.

“She’s constantly hustling,” ex-
pressed Ewing of Sapienza. “She did
a great job up front. She did have a
few nagging injuries but she fought
through it.”

Senior Co-Captains Michelle
Fischer and Chelsea Mintz rippled
the net several times each as Fischer
netted seven goals and five assists
and Mintz netted two goals and two
assists. Seniors Katie Bantz scored a
goal and an assist, Kristen Bover had
a goal and Nicole Dauria added two
assists.

Charlene Bronokowski fired in four
goals and contributed three assists,
Kristen Zyla and Meaghan Kelly had
two goals and an assist each and
Kelly Rigano netted three goals and
five assists while Allie Zazzali and
Lisa Carmada had three goals and an
assist each.

Among the several talented fresh-
men, center midfielder Allie
Hambleton scored five goals and had
10 assists.

“She’s an excellent player. She
doesn’t play like a freshman. She has
excellent experience in club soccer,”
said Ewing.

Another freshman, goalie Lauren
Mains, allowed only nine goals all
season in the 19 games for a .47 goals
per game against average and posted
12 shutouts.

“She’s extremely bright and an
outstanding athlete. She will be on
varsity basketball and varsity soft-
ball. She’s such a good athlete with
the best hands on the team,” Ewing
pointed out.

With five graduating seniors and
only two of them starters, the Raid-
ers have a bright future.

“We have nine starters returning.
We have started 18 kids during the
season, so we have a lot returning
and they want to do well in the
counties and the states next year,”
stated Ewing. “We have the ability to
do it if we step up.”

FSPY Piranha Boys Submerge
Red Bank Swimmers, 105-103

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
(FSPY) Piranhas boys swim team pulled
out a, 105-103, victory over the Red
Bank YMCA on November 15, evening
its record to 1-1.

The Piranhas dominated individual
medley, with first-place finishes in all
age groups. (9-10) Greg Baliko took first
in 1:17.48 and Kevin Jan was third in
1:28.30. (11-12) Zack Peart touched first
in 1:08.24. (13-14) Scott Marino
(2:09.23) and Daniel Livolsi (2:22.62)
turned in 1-2 touches and (15-18) Eric
Swenson (2:07:00), Pat Daurio (2:10.42)
and Stephen Rosales (2:11.05) swept.

In freestyle, (8&Us) Ryan Gajdzisz
(15.23), Harris Nagle (15.92) and Tim
Walsh (16.53) swept, while (9-10s) Joe
Dunn (32.76) and Mike Daly (33.54),
and (11-12s) Erik Walker (27.67) and
Donnie Keenan (27.81) finished first
and second. (13-14) Jon Feeley’s 57.59
took third. (15-18s) CJ Smiley (51.77)
and David Hauptman (52.09) took sec-
ond and third.

In breaststroke, (8&Us) Sam Bebout
took first in 27.50 and Jeff Peart second
in 28.98. (9-10) John Murphy placed
third in 48.12 and (11-12) Keenan was
second in 38.11. (13-14s) Marino touched
first in 1:04.54 while Brian O’Donnell
(1:15.70) placed third. (15-18s) Swenson
and Daurio touched first and third in
2:20.33 and 2:24.68, respectively.

(8&U) Backstrokers Walsh (21.56)
and Nagle (23.77) touched 1-2, while (9-

10s) Baliko (38.37) and Ryan Henkels
(39.44), and (11-12s) Zach Peart (31.22)
and Mike Henkels (34.71) came in first
and third. (13-14s) D. Livolsi netted
second in 1:05.47 and Matt Green third
in 1:09.31. (15-18s) James Livolsi
(2:01.32) and Ryan Hauptman (2:10.46)
placed first and third.

In butterfly, (8&Us) Gajdzisz and
Bebout touched 2-3 in 18.98 and 24.34,
respectively. (9-10s) Dunn (36.83), Jan
(40.40) and Daly (40.56) swept. (11-
12s) Walker (29.80) and Jon Kosenick
(34.28) touched 1-3 and (13-14) Feeley
was first in 1:03.31. (15-18) Jon
Sheffield’s 56.80 earned him third.

In freestyle relay, (8&Us) Nagle, J.
Peart, Walsh and Gajdzisz (1:10.23),
and (9-10s) Daly, R. Henkels, Dunn and
Baliko (2:12.77) claimed first.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Ralph Rapuano

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANOTHER RAIDER ‘KILLER B’…Halfback Kyle Baker, No. 33, rushed for
89 yards and scored a touchdown in the Raiders’ 28-24 win over Sayreville.

Ralph Rapuano Wins
MVP Soccer Award

Lafayette College men’s soccer player
Ralph Rapuano of Westfield was named
the Most Valuable Player in the Patriot
League Tournament. Rapuano, who
scored five goals and three assists in four
games, helped Lafayette College defeat
Lehigh University, 2-0, and Holy Cross,
5-0. Rapuano was a four-year letterman
for Lafayette and was a four-year
letterman for the Westfield High School
boys soccer team.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2002

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555, ext. 169
Direct Line: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Classic CH, 5 BR Vic/Col on .54 acre in the “Gardens”.  Beautiful property!
Amenities: high ceil, 2 fireplaces, bay windows, new spacious kit w/ granite counters,
center isle, sunny breakfast room adjacent large FR  w/frplc, skylts.  Elegant LR w/
frplc, FDR w/BI’s opens to porch.  MBR w/new BTH w/ whirlpool & separate
shower, skylt, dressing rm, & 2 additional closets.  3rd fl w/2 BR & storage rm.
Hobbie rm in basement.  Easy walk to town, trans & park.  WSF3077 $1,598,000

Westfield . . . Beautifully renovated 4 bedroom home across from Mindowaskin
Park.  Custom features include Euro kit w/granite cntrs, skylt, vaul ceil, newer bath
& oak trimmed windows.  LR with nat’l wd box beam ceil & fplc, FDR, Breakfast
rm.  Great location to town & train.  WSF2932 $699,900

Charming 4 bedroom colonial on a quiet tree-lined street with easy walk to school,
transportation and shops.  EV opens to sunny living room w/frplc.  Spacious Dining
room w/alcove.  Sunny Eat-in kitchen and den.  Refinished HWFLS  throughout,
Rec rm w/powder room, fenced yard.  Move right in!   WSF3082 $499,000WESTFIELD OFFICE

600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage 

needs Call ERA Mortgage
 at 888-421-3813

 16 Offices 
Throughout New Jersey

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CLARK $489,900 CLARK     $725,000 CRANFORD $739,000

FANWOOD $285,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,900

MOUNTAINSIDE     $595,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $509,000

WESTFIELD     $669,000 WESTFIELD $519,000

Open and airy, wonderful 4 Bedroom home offers it all!  Brick
fireplace in the Family Room, updated Kitchen, hardwood floors,
new thermo windows, newly painted interior and located in
prestigious reservoir area.  Fabulous property with covered patio.
Great for entertaining.

Unique Clark Colonial.  Early 19th century home on three-fourths of an
acre offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths.  Exceptional condition with large rooms
and ample closet space, 2 fireplaces, updated Eat-In Kitchen and dual
driveways afford extra parking.

Glorious and well maintained Victorian Revival, 1895, with 14
rooms and large property.  Near town and transportation.  Offers
fine detail, high ceilings, oak floors, 2 fireplaces, elevator and much
more.  Gracious one family or exceptional two family.

Wonderful Colonial offers 2 Bedrooms, 2 baths and is a charming
alternative to a townhome.  New Recreation Room and bath, Living
Room, Formal Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen, hardwood floors,
nice yard.  Close to town, transportation and schools.

Ready and waiting!  You can stop looking after you see this 10 room, 5
Bedroom, 2.5 bath spacious Split Level in excellent condition with a sun
room overlooking private yard plus more.

Spacious home offers 9 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 4 baths,
Living Room with built-ins, Formal Dining Room, sunny den, huge
first floor Master Bedroom with full bath and separate entrance,
Eat-In Kitchen, great backyard with heated Anthony in-ground
pool and spa, deck and fence, exterior lighting.

Move-in condition Colonial.  Sterling Chase “Jamestown” model
with 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, many updates, on premium lot.

Location, Location, Location!!!  Move right into this 4 Bedroom Westfield
Colonial where the charm begins as soon as you step up onto the front
porch.  Leaded glass windows, fireplace in Living Room, hardwood floors,
columns and moldings, Eat-In Kitchen and a third floor office enhance the
desirability of this home with newly landscaped property, close to schools,
town and transportation.  A commuter’s dream!

A marvelous location, close to schools, town and parks enhance
this 5 Bedroom, 3 bath Colonial with hardwood floors, high
ceilings and moldings.  The Living Room with picture window
and Dining Room with chair rail complement a comfy den, sunny
Eat-In Kitchen and first floor Bedroom.  Ample storage, a finished
3rd floor, 2-car garage and delightful yard completes the setting.


