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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Developer Fined
For Tree Removal

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Developer Villane Construction
will likely be fined atleast $125
per tree for violating the tree pres-
ervation ordinance.

Under their application to de-
molish a home at 817 Grant Av-
enue, they had originally presented
a signed letter saying that no trees
would be removed.

According to Town Administra-
tor James Gildea, the developer
then approached the Tree Preser-
vation Commission to tear down
trees, where they should have gone
through the Building Department.
However, five trees were torn down
before the commission could re-
view the project.
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Benson Place, S. Chestnut
Bump Out to Be Removed

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Residents in the area of Benson
Place and South Chestnut Street
were out in force at Wednesday’s
regular meeting of the Westfield
Town Council to voice complaints
regarding the 21-foot bump out
constructed at the intersection of
Benson and South Chestnut.

This April, traffic consultants
Wilbur Smith Associates (WSA) pre-
sented recommendations to the coun-
cil for traffic calming measures in
the ShopRite grid, which included
making the intersection of Benson
Place and South Chestnut Street a T.

The Town Engineering depart-
ment drew up the plans and specs,
which were then reviewed by WSA,
but not by Bob Jurasin who was on
hand Wednesday night.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
stated that the two affected drive-
ways now “have better sight.” He
said that the driveways could be
flared wider to give the
homeowners more room to ma-
neuver. He also said that the bump
out could be tapered down, but he
wanted to be “careful not to change
the nature of the improvement.”

Eric Tunis, whose home was af-
fected by the bump out, stated that
it is now unsafe to pull out of his
driveway. He added that he was not
notified about the project until the
night before construction began.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SET IN STONE…On Saturday the Westfield September 11th Memorial Park
dedicated the second phase of its park to be known as “A Walk for Dads.” Adults
and children, representing the six
Westfield public schools, cast their
footsteps into cement along the walk-
way that leads from the NJ Transit
platform down into the Memorial Park.
Work is planned to improve this walk
area, including new lighting, which
will then be dedicated as the “Walk for
Dads.” Funding for this second phase
was made possible through a walkathon
held on September 21, 2002 called “The
Walk for Dads.” More than 600 school-
children from Westfield participated
in the walkathon.

Mr. Tunis’ wife, Donna Grozuczak,
said she “cannot believe he (Mr.
Marsh) can say the position is safer.”

South Chestnut resident Richard
Cross said that the bump out was an
“intelligent solution to a non-exis-
tent problem.”

Many of the residents who spoke
out cited visibility problems at the

newly changed intersection.
St. Marks Avenue resident David

Owens said that there should have
been a meeting with the residents after
the actual plans were drawn up.

Benson Place residents Barbara
and Harold Star, whose properties
are also affected, said that the new
bump out is dangerous.

“The bump out has to go,” said Mr.
Star, adding that this was a case
where “the operation was a success,
but the patient died.”

Several Arlington Street residents
cited increased traffic on their street
since the construction of the bump out.

On the dais, discussion took place
with Second Ward Republican Mat-
thew Albano, who stated that it was
“not too late” and that the council
should have the bump out removed.

Fourth Ward Democrat Coun-
cilman Lawrence Goldman voiced
“skepticism that (the council is)
throwing money at a problem just
to make things worse.” He said
that the council should “call a halt
to this project right now,” and
“spend money wisely.”

He stated that more roads could
have been paved with the $245,000
being spent on the project.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that the council has a “responsibil-
ity to the rest of the town” and
questioned if the council was “on
notice that this is a dangerous inter-
section.”

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
stated that it was his opinion that the
council is not “on notice” that the
intersection is “dangerous.”

Ultimately, the governing body
decided that the intersection would
be put back the way it was, and the
rest of the traffic calming project
would move forward.

In other business, Orenda Circle
residents addressed the council re-
garding drainage issues. Residents
are experiencing flooding problems
during heavy rain storms which they
say are caused by pipes which were
installed in the Mountainside road-
way up the hill from their properties.

Peter Athenson spoke of flood-
ing problems from water cascad-
ing down the hill behind his home,

“The bump out has to go.
The operation was a success,
but the patient died.”

Harold Star, Benson Place resident

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HIGH WINDS…Severe winds hit the area on November 13, knocking down trees all over Westfield. The tree, pictured
above, fell down on Glen Avenue, tearing up the sidewalk and a resident’s driveway.

Coalition to Stop the Train Members
Protest Railroad Ties Used in Project

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The two-hour executive session of
the November 13 Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholder meet-
ing pushed the meeting’s conclusion
well past 11 p.m.

Discussion of the impending rail-
road reactivation soon surfaced, as
members of the Coalition to Stop the
Train voiced some new concerns. This
time, protestors focused on the rail-
road ties being used to rehabilitate the
railroad.

County Manager George Devanney
first presented his regular update as
to the status of the Morristown &
Erie (M&E) railroad reactivation.
He announced that Amsterdam Av-
enue in Roselle might not require
closing, as the county is considering
an alternate plan for crossing recon-
struction on that road.

The South Avenue crossing in
Cranford is currently being reviewed
to determine the required amount of
reconstruction.

Mr. Devanney added that the next
public forum is scheduled to be held
in Summit at a time and place yet to
be determined. A third forum is be-
ing planned, possibly to be held in
Roselle, and more details will be
known at a later date.

Members of the Coalition to Stop
the Train sought to inform the free-
holder board as to the type of railroad

ties being used by M&E to refurbish
the railroad. Arlene Murphy, a mem-
ber of the coalition, stated that the
substance creosote has been used on
the railroad ties.

Creosote is a mixture of many
different chemicals, and it comes in
two varieties – wood creosote, and
coal tar creosote, the type used in
preserving the railroad ties.

According to the Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC), coal tar creo-
sote is the most commonly used pre-
servative for wood in the United
States today. However, long-term
exposure to creosote can result in

skin blistering, respiratory irritation,
and even skin cancer.

The CDC’s website notes that the
International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC) “has determined
that coal tar creosote is a probable
human carcinogen.”

In referring to her notes, Ms.
Murphy also mentioned that the New
York State Senate and Assembly “in-
troduced bills banning production
and use of creosote.”

Ms. Murphy and her colleagues
found it incredulous that M&E could
use the type of railroad tie when
there are so many residents – par-
ticularly children – in close proxim-
ity to the railroad. She felt that it was
M&E’s duty to dispose of the old
railroad ties as quickly as possible.

The members of the coalition also
urged the freeholders to look into the
matter and ensure the safety of the
citizens of Union County is preserved.

“I think (that) you, the
freeholders…should have the schools
remind children to stay off the tracks
and not to touch the ties. Residents
should also be warned not to take the
discarded ties left on the side of the
track (back to their homes for use),”
stated Ms. Murphy.

In additional business, the board
honored several employees of the
Runnells Hospital Volunteer Guild
for their efforts. Each member was
presented with a resolution.

The Director of Special Services
Barbara McMahor said that some of
the residents at the hospital have
limited funds to purchase “things
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Wolfgang Puck Express Restaurant
Testimony to Continue on Nov. 24
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Testimony continued last Monday
evening concerning the proposal to
turn the vacant bank at One Elm
Street into a Wolfgang Puck Express
Restaurant.

Because of the late hour and addi-
tional testimony needed, a decision
by the Westfield Planning Board re-
garding the approval or disapproval
of the new proposed restaurant has
been postponed until Monday, No-
vember 24 at 8 p.m.

The applicants, Limited Liability
Company (LLC), are requesting to
convert the building to a Wolfgang
Puck Express Restaurant on the first
floor with commercial offices on the
second floor. The first meeting re-
garding the appeal occurred on Sep-
tember 15.

Testimony was heard on Monday
evening from Douglas Coleman, ar-
chitect for the project. He testified
that there were some changes made
to the design plans of the project
since the last meeting.

Mr. Coleman also noted that, un-
like the original plans that were sub-
mitted, the new design has no en-
trance on North Avenue, has an en-
closed trash container, a second stair-
case added for the second floor of-
fices and the posting of only two
signs, one at each door.

In addition, Mr. Coleman said that
the restaurant would now have a
lower occupancy level because the
second staircase would reduce the
square footage of the building. This,
he added, would lower the allowable
maximum occupancy.

Mitchell Berlandt, managing mem-
ber of the LLC and co-owner of the
building since April of 2001, also
testified on behalf of the project. He
stated that he is currently in negotia-
tions with the PNC Bank on Prospect
Street to buy the building, lease the
first floor only back to the bank and
use the parking for the proposed res-
taurant on evenings and weekends.

He stated that this would also give
him access to the parking lot on
Broad Street across from PNC. This,
he concluded, would give the restau-
rant 44 available parking spaces dur-
ing the weekend and evening hours.

Board members stated that, while
they thought the possibility of hav-
ing the additional parking during
evenings and weekends was posi-
tive, their main concern was the lunch
crowd during weekdays.

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle asked Mr. Berlandt about the
possibility of redesigning the small
parking lot that is in the rear of the
bank, on Elm Street, for patron use in
picking up “to go” orders.

Mr. Berlandt stated that he was
open to any suggestions the board may
have and that the original plan to put a
small park in that area was in compli-
ance to the requests made by the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC).

Mr. Boyle added that, although he
liked the idea that the DWC had for
the park, he was concerned about
patron safety and wanted to see “all

options” for the space before voting
on the application.

Mr. Berlandt explained last month
that plans submitted included a pro-
posal to take the existing parking lot of
the building and put in a patio with a
gazebo and trees, shrubs and potted
plants. He stated that this would “dress
up an ugly parking lot.” This, he testi-
fied, would be a public place for people
to sit and relax during their time in the
downtown area of Westfield.

Mr. Berlandt also testified last
month that according to his records,
the building has been in operation as
a bank as early as the 1900s and
banks that have occupied the space
include the National State Bank of
Elizabeth, Corestates Bank and First
Union Bank. He added that when he
bought the building it had been va-
cant for three or four years.

On Monday evening, he noted that
one of the reasons that it has been
vacant for so long is that it has been
labeled as “outdated” by many pro-
spective bank operators because of
the lack of drive-thru windows.

Also testifying at the Monday
evening hearing was Leon Magnes,
who is and will be opening a number of
Wolfgang Puck Express franchise
chains in the New York and New Jersey
area, including the proposed Westfield
location and the newly opened
Hoboken location. He is also a fran-

chise owner of Wendy’s Restaurants.
Mr. Magnes testified last month

that the Wolfgang Puck Express res-
taurants were relatively new and that
within the last few months there were
four opening in Nashville, Tenn.,

Board of Education Unanimously Passes
First Westfield High School Parking Policy

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
unanimously ratified the first Pupil
Parking Policy in the school district’s
history at their Tuesday meeting.

Finding ample parking for
Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dents with driver’s licenses has be-
come a problem of increasing mag-
nitude in Westfield for the last few
years. With the new policy, the board
hopes to accommodate the students
without inconveniencing Westfield
residents any more than is necessary.

The plan calls for seniors living
outside of a zone determined by the
board to receive parking permits that
will allow them to park on specific
streets near the school. The streets

students will be allowed to park on, as
determined by the township, include
Dorian Road, Rahway Avenue, Dorian
Court, Dorian Place, Trinity Place,
Codding Road, and Shackamaxon
Drive. Parking will not be available
on all areas of the listed roads, and
some of those roads will be subject to
alternate side of the street parking.

Eligible students and their parents
will have to sign a Senior Parking
Contract outlining their respective re-
sponsibilities. The contract refers to
the Senior Parking Privilege Code of
Conduct, which, among other things,
demands that students granted the
privilege, “leave school only during
assigned lunch periods,” and demon-
strate both “neighborly conduct and
good citizenship.”

The next step in the process, ac-
cording to Board of Education Presi-
dent Arlene Gardner, will be to “no-
tify (WHS Principal) Dr. (Robert)
Petix, notify the town council, and
post our policy online.”

The board’s policy is meant to
work in concert with any ordinances
passed by the Westfield Town Coun-
cil in regard to handing out permits
and enforcing parking laws.

The board also discussed the pro-
jected increase in enrollment at the
elementary level over the next seven
years. This year’s enrollment is 2,707,
up from 2,656 last year. The number
of pupils is expected to peak in the
2006-2007 school year, when there
will be approximately 2,811 pupils
enrolled at the elementary level in
the Westfield school district.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley attributes the projected in-
crease to “the changing demographics
of Westfield.” He cited a growing trend
of elderly citizens moving away and
young couples moving to Westfield.

“There does seem to be a pattern,”
he said, “of young families having
lots of children.”

The presentation, given by Dr.

Foley, also dealt with enrollment at
the intermediate level and highlighted
the marked discrepancy in enrollment
between Edison and Roosevelt Inter-
mediate Schools. This year, Roosevelt
School houses 83 students more than
Edison Intermediate School.

The problem will peak in the 2005-
2006 school year, when Roosevelt
will house a projected 770 students
to Edison’s 634.

Dr. Foley was quick to note that the
district does not lack the facilities to
house all its intermediate level students.

“The real problem for us is distri-
bution,” he said.

Dr. Foley’s presentation was meant
only to lay the facts bare. Solutions
will be discussed at later meetings,
and could involve adding onto the
schools, acquiring temporary class-
rooms, or redistricting, an option
that Ms. Gardner would like to avoid.

“It really has to be worth doing,”
she said.

The board approved the 2004-2005
school calendar on first reading.
Board members will have one month
to consider any changes they would
like to see made, and the final calen-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE BUMP OUT IS OUT…The Westfield Town Council voted to remove the
newly constructed 21-foot bump out at the intersection of Benson Place and
South Chestnut Street after residents complained about safety issues.
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Wilson Pupils Bid Farewell
To Beloved Neighbor, Friend
WESTFIELD — Hundreds of

Wilson Elementary School students
and their teachers lined the street
outside the school recently in a
surprise farewell for a favorite
neighbor, Neil Koop.

A longtime Westfield resident, Mr.
Koop, 93, has lived across from the
school on the corner of Winyah and
Linden Avenues for over 50 years,
but decided to move to Denver, Colo.
to live with his daughter, Karen.

“They packed up the moving truck
on Monday, spent the night at the

Westfield Inn and on Tuesday morn-
ing they set off for the ride to Colo-
rado,” explained Wilson Principal
Dr. Andrew Perry. “Unbeknownst
to Mr. Koop, his daughter detoured
to swing by the house one more
time. Of course, there we were, 500
students and teachers and parents,
lining Winyah Avenue, waving
goodbye and cheering,” said Dr
Perry.

Mr. Koop has been a familiar
face for many generations of Wil-
son students and was regularly seen
out and about walking his little dog
Pippin or mowing his lawn. He was
also a regular volunteer at Wilson,
where he helped teach the young-

sters in Mary Dura’s first grade
class to read.

“Last year Mr. Koop worked four
days a week in my class. One day
he walked all the way to Memorial
Library to get a book about helping
children become better readers, so
he could better help me,” said Mrs.
Dura. “He was very attached to this
neighborhood and the school and is
such a nice man.”

Mr. Koop and his daughter, Karen,
also participated in the celebration
of Wilson School’s 68th anniversary

in October, sharing their knowledge
of the history of the school – Mr.
Koop as a parent and Karen as a
student, who started at the school as
a first grader in 1952.

When he saw all of the children
out in force to bid him farewell,
Mr. Koop was initially speechless.
He later told the children he was
sad to be leaving Westfield and
that Wilson is a great school, of
which he has many happy memo-
ries.

“Mr. Koop has felt blessed to live
in Westfield all of these years, and
our send off will no doubt be a very
fond memory for a very nice man,”
said Dr Perry.

GOODBYE, DEAR FRIEND…Hundreds of Wilson Elementary School
students bid farewell to their longtime neighbor 93-year-old Neil Koop, who
will be moving to Denver, Colo.

FOND FAREWELL...Neil Koop says goodbye to Wilson Elementary School
Principal Dr. Andrew Perry and first grade teacher Mary Dura after the
surprise farewell from the school.
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Bump Out
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Railroad

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SCHOOL SPIRIT...Members of the Westfield Marching Band joined Westfield
High School cheerleaders in rooting for the Blue Devils during last Saturday’s
playoff between Sayreville and Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wolfgang Puck to Continue
Testimony on November 24

Atlanta, Ga. and Charlotte, N.C., and
Hoboken.

The last time Mr. Magnes testified,
the Hoboken store had not opened yet
therefore making his projections on
restaurants not in the Northeastern
United States.

Mr. Magnes stated that his actual
figures from Hoboken were slightly
lower that his projections, but that the
take out portion was slightly higher. He
noted, however, that the restaurant was
only a month old.

Mr. Magnes added that he thought the
take-out figures for Westfield would be
lower, because Westfield was a more “fam-
ily-oriented” town and that many custom-
ers would be shoppers that are already in
the downtown area. He concluded that
there is no shopping in Hoboken.

According to Mr. Magnes’ last testi-
mony, the restaurant has a Southern
California atmosphere and has a unique
setting terming it as a fast casual dining
experience.

He compared the restaurant to Panera
Bread, where customers order their
food at the counter and the food comes
on china plates and patrons use flat-
ware, but stated that the Wolfgang Puck
food was “a bit higher quality.”

Mr. Magnes stated that after order-
ing their food customers are given a
beeper and that the average price for an
order would range from $8 to $10. He
noted that he felt most customers would
be people shopping downtown and stop-
ping for a bite to eat as opposed to those
driving in specifically to eat at the
restaurant.

According to Mr. Magnes, the res-
taurant would be operating seven days
a week from 11 a.m. until 10 p.m.
during the week and from 11 a.m. to 11
p.m. on weekends and would employ a
total number of 40 people. He said that
approximately eight to 10 people would
be working at a given time, depending
on how many customers are using the
restaurant.

He added that the restaurant man-
agement planned to make a Westfield
Heritage Room in the back of the build-
ing to be used by Westfield civic orga-

nizations.
Also present at the meeting was Ri-

chard Schkolnick, Esquire of Hersh,
Ramsey and Berman, who was repre-
senting a group of downtown Westfield
restaurant owners opposed to the pro-
posal citing parking issues.

Representatives from Vicki’s Diner,
Ferraro’s Restaurant, Northside
Trattoria, Mojave Grill, Sweet Waters
Steak House, Cosimo’s, Theresa’s,
Jeffrey’s, The Elm Street Café and Lime
were included.

Mr. Schkolnick stated that he had his
own traffic expert to testify against the
proposal, but due to the late hour his
testimony was scheduled for the Novem-
ber 24 meeting, which begins at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parking Policy

that are considered luxuries possi-
bly to them, but to you and I it would
be something we could go to the
store” and purchase. The Volunteer
Guild members ensure the residents
have all of the items they need.

Ms. McMahor added that the Vol-
unteer Guild “really (does) a won-
derful job.”

Verizon Communications also pre-
sented the board with a monetary
donation to be used toward the up-
coming Union County Volunteer Fair,
which will be held at the Jersey Gar-
dens Mall in Elizabeth on December
5, from 2 to 8 p.m., and is sponsored
by the United Way of Greater Union
County.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
accepted the donation on behalf of
the board, and he expressed grati-
tude to Verizon for recognizing the
importance of volunteer programs.

“This money will go a long way to
having a terrific event at Jersey Gar-
dens Mall to hopefully spur addi-
tional volunteers in Union County,”
he commented.

and questioned if anyone has spoken
with Mountainside officials.

Allen Solomon stated that the
drainage problem is not a new issue.

Suzanne Minken stated that when
it rains there is a “virtual mudslide.”

Mr. Cockren responded that the town
is seeking to confirm if the pipes are on
municipal or private property and that
his firm is researching the town’s rights.
He said everything would be confirmed
within several days.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana told the residents
that the council is “appalled by the
condition” and that they are “trying
to make a legal decision on who
created the problem.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution to appoint
McManimon & Scotland as Bond Coun-
sel for the redevelopment projects.

The council also approved the demo-
lition of single-family homes at 817
Grant Avenue and 10 Rodman Lane.

The council will meet in confer-
ence session on Tuesday, November
25, at 8 p.m.

dar will be voted on at the Tuesday,
December 16 meeting.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
cautioned against using February 15,
2005 as an additional snow day. In
the proposed calendar, that date is
the last day of a four-day weekend in
celebration of President’s Day.

Ms. Rhodes noted that in recent
years, significant snowfall has con-
tinued into March and early April,
and that February 15 might be too
early in the winter to be a useful date.

The Westfield Association of Edu-
cational Secretaries agreed to a new
three-year contract with the Westfield
Board of Education. The contract will
last through June 30, 2006 and pro-
vides pay increases of 3.9 percent
through each year of the contract.

In addition, the contract provides
computer program-based initiatives for
the district’s secretaries. After demon-
strating proficiency in a specified pro-
gram, $50 will be added to the staff
member’s base salary. The number of
programs that secretaries can be tested
on could provide an additional salary
increase of up to 4 percent.

Committee Wants More
Business Input for SID

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- While the
committee that is considering
whether it would be beneficial to
set up a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) in downtown Scotch
Plains continues to meet weekly,
some of its members are urging a
fresh effort to get more business
and property owners involved in
the discussions.

At the SID Steering Committee’s
eighth meeting this week, which
was attended by eight individuals,
committee member Seymour Stein
said that, “we need to have busi-
ness and property owners here,”
and said that the group’s activities
needed to be better publicized.

He said that if downtown owners
“realize they’re facing a 7 percent
to 9 percent assessment, they’ll
show up.”

The group said it was important
that business and property owners
realize that the group’s meetings,
which begin every Tuesday evening
at 6 p.m., are open to everyone.
Future meetings will include pre-
sentations from SID directors in
Cranford and Maplewood, two of
the 70-odd towns in New Jersey
that utilize SIDs as a tool to im-
prove their downtown areas.

Several nearby communities, in-
cluding Westfield, Bound Brook,
Cranford and Summit, have set up
SIDs. Union Township, for one,
claims a vacancy rate of less than 5
percent compared to 30 percent in
the days before it set up a SID. Red
Bank saw its ratable base increase
from $84.3 million in the early
1990s to $121 in 2000 while rents
in its downtown have doubled.

The Steering Committee has yet
to focus on any real specifics in-
volving a SID, such as the level of
assessments on downtown proper-
ties, the priorities and projects of a
SID, who would be involved in its

operations and the precise bound-
aries of the district, although it’s
expected that the district will en-
compass the Park Avenue-Front
Street-East Second Street area, with
a section of Route 22 possibly in-
cluded.

Instead, the group, which meets
under the guidance of Seth
Grossman, a consultant with Coop-
erative Professional Services in
Newark hired by the township, has
been focusing its efforts on how
best to work as a team in deciding
whether a SID is the best way to
revitalize the central business dis-
trict, how to best work with the
local government and how to get
more of the business community
involved in the preliminary deci-
sion making.

At this week’s meeting, several
members provided ideas for what
they wanted a SID to accomplish,
including the recruitment of new
businesses, better parking, develop-
ment of the hedge property on Park
Avenue and making the downtown
more of a social center. A question
was raised as to whether to was better
to form a SID first and then figure out
what it should do or vice-versa.

People “won’t come unless
there’s something to make them
come,” said committee member and
former Mayor Irene Schmidt.

Mr. Grossman noted that no SID
in New Jersey has gone out of ex-
istence because “the business com-
munity does not want to give up”
the power they have as a result of
the SID. With many business and
property owners not living in the
town in which they work and, as a
result, not having any real leverage
or influence with local officials, a
SID “helps remedy that,” he said.

Business owners are so used to
not being part of their business
district’s development process, he
said, and a SID “corrects that im-
balance.”

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11
• An employee of a health care facility

reported the theft of her personal health
insurance file, which contained personal
information, and which she was concerned
could be used in an identity theft crime.

• Rajitha Nicholson, 22, and Latisha
Montague, 22, both of Newark, were
arrested at a North Avenue store. Each
was charged with shoplifting, credit card
theft and fraudulent use of a credit card.

Montague was also charged with forg-
ery and was additionally wanted on a
contempt of court warrant for $605 out
of Elizabeth. Both Nicholson and
Montague were being held on $500 bail.

WEDESDAY, NOVEMBER 12
• Kelan Doyle, 21, of Westfield and

John Harrington, 21, of Oakridge were
arrested on charges of burglary, theft,
credit card theft and fraudulent use of a
credit card, in connection with an Octo-
ber 3 burglary and theft incident involv-
ing a motor vehicle on Embree Crescent.

Doyle, who was arrested on Forest
Avenue, was released on $2,500 bail.
Harrington, taken into custody on Elm
Street, was being held on $2,500 bail.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13
• John Schillizzi, 42, of Westfield was

arrested at Westfield police headquarters
and charged with theft for allegedly ac-
cepting a down payment of $15,000 in
May for work to be done on a Westfield
home that was never provided. He was
released on his own recognizance.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14
• A Forest Avenue resident reported

that her pocketbook was stolen from her
motor vehicle at a house of worship on
East Broad Street.

• Two dental drills, along with some
other drill parts, were stolen from an
office on South Euclid Avenue. The
total value of the missing items was
$3,720.

• A burglary and theft was reported
at a residence on Sycamore Street, in
which jewelry and some cash was taken.
The front door had been forced open.
No one was at home at the time.

• William Praesel, 50, of Westfield
was arrested at Hazel Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15
• After a motor vehicle stop on

South Avenue, Michael Wilson, 20, of
Garwood and Andres Domingo, 3rd,
20, of Scotch Plains were arrested and
charged with underage possession of
alcohol. Both were released on their
own recognizance.

• A Prospect Street resident reported

that someone entered his van, which
was parked in his driveway, and stole
$6,000 worth of power tools.

Andrea. Lorincz, 28, of Highland Park
was arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
She was released on her own recogni-
zance.

• A Sunnywood Drive resident re-
ported that someone entered his motor
vehicle while it was parked in his drive-
way and stole his cellular telephone.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16
• A Middlesex resident reported find-

ing scratch marks made by an unknown
object on the rear of his motor vehicle,
which he had left parked on Boynton
Avenue while he attended a soccer game
on Sycamore Street.

• An employee of a North Avenue
restaurant reported that her pocketbook
was stolen from the establishment.

• A West Grove Street resident re-
ported the theft of a mink coat from his
residence.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17
• A burglary and theft was reported

at an East Broad Street store in which
several video games and game systems
were taken.

Winter Musical Performances
Organized by WF Schools

WESTFIELD — The Fine Arts
Department of the Westfield Public
Schools invites the public to attend
any of the 18 musical concerts sched-
uled for this winter.

More than 2,500 students in grades
kindergarten through high school will
be performing district-wide.

All concerts are free and begin at
7:30 p.m. at the following schools:

December 1:
Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade

Band and Jazz at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School (RIS), 301 Clark Street;

December 3:
Sixth and Eighth Grade Chorus

and Orchestra at RIS;
December 4:

Seventh and Eighth Grade Chorus
at Edison Intermediate School (EIS),
800 Rahway Avenue and 7th Grade
Chorus, Sharps & Flats, String En-
semble at RIS;

December 8:
Band & Chorus at Jefferson El-

ementary School, 1200 Boulevard
and Northside Strings at RIS;

December 9:
Wind Ensemble & Concert Band

at Westfield High School (WHS);
December 10:

Chamber Orchestra & Symphony
Orchestra at WHS;

December 11:
Sixth Grade Instrumental and Cho-

rus, EIS; Band at Franklin Elementary
School, 700 Prospect Street; and Band
& Chorus at Washington Elementary
School, 900 St. Marks Avenue;

December 15:
Southside Strings, EIS and Chorus

at Franklin School;
December 16:

Band & Chorus at Tamaques El-
ementary School, 641 Willow Grove
Road;

December 17:
Wilson School Band & Chorus at

RIS;
December 18:

Chorus at WHS;
January 8:

Seventh & Eighth Grade Instru-
mental at EIS.

Westminster College
Welcomes Pidkameny
WESTFIELD –Andrew

Pidkameny, the son of Rita Loew
of Westfield and Walter
Pidkameny of Westfield, has en-
rolled as a freshman at
Westminster Choir College of
Rider University in Princeton.

During his first year of study at the
college, he will be a member of the
Westminster Chapel Choir, which
will perform as part of “An Evening
of Readings and Carols” in the
Princeton University Chapel in De-
cember.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, Andrew studied with Will-
iam Matthews, James Beil and Noelle
Doches. He was a member of the
Concert Choir, Chorale and
Choraleers.


